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TO  THE  I*UBL1CK. 


THE  critical  circtimftances  under  which  Farlia- 
iment  has  been  ailembled,  and  the  prefiing  call 
for  legtflative  wifdom  to  be  exerted,  to  endeavour  at 
once  to  afford  immediate  and  temporary  relief  to  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people,  who  are  alrtioft  at  the  very 
door  of  famine^  from  the  enormous  price  of  provifions, 
and  to  guard  ;n  future  againft  the  manifold  inconve^ 
niences  that  defedive  Crops  entail  upon  a  kingdom^ 
more  populous  than  the  produce  of  its  agriculture  can 
feed,gi\re  the  laftSeffion  oftheBritifh  Parliament  an  air 
of  Angularity  and  intereft  that  comes  home  to  every, 
man's  bufinefsandbofom.  May  Providence  in  itsmercy 
avert  fuch  another  occafioTi  from  fuddenJy  prefflng 
upon  us  !  His  Majefty,  in  his  gracious  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  has  clearly  pointed  out  the  two  moft  prac- 
ticable means  of  refource,  under  fuch  a  crying  evil 
as  (carcity  of  corn — ceconomy  and  importation.  The 
one  will  neceflarily  add  to  the  quantity  of  corn  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  the  other  will  conduce  eflentially  to 
leflen  the  confumption  of  the  flock  in  hand.  Tho 
ill-informed  and  deluded  multitude  may  probably  ex- 
pedl  more  from  the  Legiflature^  in  point  of  immediate 
relief  from  their  diftrellcs,  than  it  is  in  human  wifdom 
to  adminifter  ;  every  good  citizen  and  fubjeft  will^ 
therefore,  do  well  to  guard  his  neighbour  againft  fo 
dangerous  an  error.     All  rcalbnable  rtlief  (and  the 
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means  of  affording  it  are  unfortunately  but  tod  limited) 
the  Leprj^attire  will  not- fail  to  apply,  and  .tbat  in  the 
moft  efFedlual  manner.  The  power  of  Parliament, 
however,  is  rather  calculated  to  provide  aggiinft  future 
inconvenience,  than  cfFedually  to  remedy  prelcnt 
diftrefs,  arifing  from  caufcs  beyond  their  controuU 
Submiffion  to  the  awful  difpenfations- of  Providence, 
and  patience  under  fufFerings,  are  the  wifeft  leflons 
that  can  at  this  moment  be  inculciited,  and  he  will 
ferve  his  country  bcft,  who  teaches  that  do61rine  to 
thofe  who,  from  want  of  education  or  natural  powers 
of  mind,  are  incapable  of  reafoning  for  thcmfelves,. 

In  bis  Majcffy^s  Speech,  a  late  negociation  with  the 
Government  of  the  French  Rejpublic  is  adverted  to,  and 
all  the  papers  that  paifed  between  M.  Otto,  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  Mr.  Hannnond,and  others,  have  been  laid  before  , 
both  Houfes  of  Piirliamcnt.  Like  every  other  publica- 
tion of  a  diplomatic  nature,  it  proves  incontefiibly  that 
hisMajefly'sMinillershaveftridlly  adhered  throughout, 
thcnegociationtothe  ftrait-forward  path  of  plain-deal- 
ing; while  on  the  part  of  the  French,  it  is  evident  that 
their  condu(:t  in  the  courfc  of  the  tranfadtion  has 
been  founded  on  confummate  cunning  and  crooked 
policy.  This  is  the  view,  and  the  only  view  in  which 
the  Reporter  is  imprcflcd,  from  an  attentive  exami- 
nation of  all  the  papers  that  paflcd  on  the  occalion. 
Politicians,  adluatcd  by  party  motives,  he  is  aware, 
%vi4I  differ  from  him  widely  upon  the  fubjcdl,  and  he 
lliould  be  afhamed  to  deny  that  they- have  the  fame 
right  to  indulge  their  prejudices,  that  he  has  to  en*. 
joy  his  own ;  but  he  cannot  help  thinking  that  no- 
thing but  a  perverted  mind,  or  an -imagination  anxi- 
onfly  bent  on  cenfuring  Minificrs  at  all  hazards,  can 
induce  any  man  to  qucfiion  the  good  fenfe,  the  ability, 
difcrclion,  and  candour  of  the  noble  Secretary  nf 
State,  by  whom  the   whole  of  the   negociation  Jii 

which 
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which  he  was  hlmfelf  the  oftenfible  agent  on  the  part 
of  this  country)  was  condu<fted.  '  Bonaparte,  we  have 
no  doubt,  from  his  anxiety  to  enfeeble  the  right  ariti 
of  this  country,  by  tying  up  its  naval  force,  meditates 
fome  blow  upon  a  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  which 
he  has  weakly  and  fuperficially  endeavoured  to  cort- 
ceal  under  the  thin  difguife  of  an  apparently  amicable 
negociation  ;  but  liitef  angiiis  in  herbS.     It  is  evident, 
that  he  profefTcd  friendlhip  the  better  to  carry  on 
effectual  hoftility.  Whether  the  attack  is  to  be  made 
on  the  iflands  of  Gucrnfcy  or  Jcrfey,  or  upon  Ireland, 
time,  will  difcovcr  ;  but  wc  (hould  rather  think  the 
aim  of  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Republic  (as 
Lord  Grenviile  well  faid  it  was  ridiculoiijly  called)  is  the 
cflrangement  of  the  Iri(h  from  their  loyalty  and  affec- 
tion to  a  government  and  people,  to  whom  they  are 
under  the  bighcft  obligation,  from  the  recent  Union 
of  the  two  Kingdoms;  anadl,  which  mufV  in  itscon- 
fequences  render  them,  in  due  procefsof  time,  a  prof. 
perous,  a  happy,   and  a  wealthy  people.     What  can 
ihey  expert  from  France,  even  if  the  trcafonable  prb- 
je<fts,  now  perhaps  engendering  in  fome  parts  of  the 
Britifti  Empire,  were  carried  into  full  eftc6l,  fnperibr 
to  the  very   important  advantages  that  they  already 
derive,   and  will  daily  continue  to  derive,   in  an  Fn- 
creafed  ratio,  from  their  happy  connection  with  Great 
Britaiu.     Let  them  alk  themfelves.  What  is  the  ftate 
of  the  French  Government  at  this  moment  ?    Not  a 
limited  monarchy,  like  that  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  go- 
verned by  equal  laws,  whofe  firft  view  is  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  freedom  of  the  fubjedl  and  the  fecurity  of 
perfonal  property,  but  the  government  of  a  foreigner, 
whofe  jf^//  ordains  all  the  regulations  and  enac^tmenls 
of  that  overgrown  kingdom — who  changes  at  his  will 
the  cdi6t  of  yeftcrday,  and  revcrfcs  it  to-morrow — 
who  adls  arbitrarily  upon  the  rapricions  principles  of 
his  own  mind,  and  is  refponfible  for  his  condu6t  to' no 

order 
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order  ofmea  id  the  country  over  which  he  elereires 
defpotic  fway. 

That  the  long  continuance  of  fo  expenfive  and 
onerous  a  war,  is  iiloft  feverely  felt  by  all  ranks  and 
defcfiptionS  of  men,  is  a  truth  too  felf-evident  to  be 
.  denied  :  the  burthens  it  has  entailcl  on  the  fubjed^ 
in  general  are,  beyond  difpute,  almoft  too  heavy  to 
be  borne  ;  but  when  they  are  compared  with  the  ftill 
greater  ?vils  that  have  fallen  upon  thofc  countries 
which  have  been  overrun  and  fraternized  by  the 
French^  a  gleam  of  conlblation  chears  and  enliveus 
the  mind^ 

And  makes  as  rather  bear  those  3Is  we  have. 
Than,  fly  to  others  that  we  kuow  not  of. 

Let  u«,  however,  live  in  the  hope  that  the  French 
themfelvcs  cannot  much  longer  endure  the  evils  of 
war;  that  theChief  Conful  himfelf  will  foon  find  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  "  aflume  a  virtue,  if  he  have  it  not,**  and 
to  come  forward  with  offers  to  treat  on  terms  more 
equitable  in  themfelvcs,  and  more  likely  to  affbrd  a 
reafonable  profpe6l  of  a  fafe  and  permanent  peace^ 
than  thofc  he  lately  tendered.  After  the  printing  the 
papers  relative  to  the  laft  negociations,  he  can  neither 
hope  any  longer  to  delude  his  prefent  fnbjedts,  not 
deceive  the^  reft  of  Europe,  with  the  often-repeated 
falfehood,  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  is 
decidedly  averfe  to  peace,  and  alone  the  caufe  of  the 

J;>rolongation.of  the  war.  The  fureft  means  of  acce- 
crating  the  much-to-bc-defired  fheathing  of  the 
fword,  is  for  Great  Britain  to  keep  upon  the  alert,  to 
continue  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  fame  vigilance, 
the  fame  ardour,  and  the  fame  fpirit  and  exertion  that 
(he  has  fo  glorioufly  difplayed  from  its  commence- 
ment. The  command  of  the  feas^thc  formidable  navy 

afloat/ 
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afloat,  and  the  tried  valour  and  .Ikill.  of  our  officers 
and  feamen,  give  us  great  and'  fuperior  advantages 
over  the  enemy,  moft  efpecially  when  our  inA^ar 

fituation  ia  taken  into  the  confideration, 

•I     ♦ 

It  is  impoffible  to  fpecuhite  on  what  will  be  the 
«vcht  of  the  armiftioe  between  the  Chief  Cbnful  anct 
our  aHy,  the  Emperor  of  Germany ;  but  the  confliant 
affiininces  that  we.receive,  thi-ough  the  medium  of  thef 
fbreign  prints,  of  daily  levies  in  Hungary,  Tranfyl^' 
fania,  and  elfewhere,  to  recruit*  and  reinforce  the 
Anftrian  armies,  (hew  that  the  Court  of  Vienna  ii 
too  attentive  to  found  policy,  to  ceafe  from  every 
fradicable  preparation  for  the  continuance  of  hofti- 
lities,  ihould  the  negociations,  that  are  probably  now 
M  fixit,  unfortunately,  fail  to  terminate  in  a  general 
peace. 

The  affairs  of  Italy  appear  at  present  to  he  in  {omp 
fi)rt  of  coofufion.  The  late  fcizure  upon  Tufcany^ 
by  the  French,  without  much  refiftance  on  the  part 
of  the  Grand  Duke  and  his  allies,  and  the  fort  of  im- 
preffion  that  fuch  a  fingular  event  has  made  boti) 
abroad  and  at  l)omc,  is  a  circumRance  that  puzzles 
and  perplexes  the  imagination,  and  muft  continue  to 
have  that  effedl,  till  better  information  to  explain  the 
Caafeof  it  iball  reach  this  country. 

The  preicnt  Seflion  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  wilV 
neceflarily  be  a  fhort  one,  as  his  Majefly's  proclama* 
tion  has  already  declared,  that  the  Imperial  Parliar 
ment  is  to  meet  on  the  22d  of  January  next ;  but 
though  Ihe  Seifion  now  holding  will  not  be  of  long 
duration,  ample  proof  has  already  been  afibrded  of 
an  anxious  dcfire  in  both  houfes,  to  lofe  no  time  in 
zAmg  upon  the  topics  recommended  to  their  confi- 
deration  by  bis  Majefty  in   his  Speech  from  the 

Throofik 
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Throne.  We  fee  that  Bills  have  already  .paiTcd  the 
Legiflature,  founded  on  the  principle  of  (Eco- 
nomy with  regard  to  the  confumption  of  corn^  and 
that  SclcA  Committees  are  now  daily  fitting  in  the 
Committee  chambers  of  each  Houfe,  diligently  inveiP^ 
tigating  the  quantity  of  corn  in  the  kingdom,  and 
enabling  themfclves  to  report  full  and  complete  in- 
formation upon  every  part  of  the  fubjedl,  fo  that  the^ 
rcfult  will  no  doubt  be,  meafures  for  the  fpeedy  im* 
portation  of  as  many  quarters  of  grain,  of  all  forts,  as 
iliall  be  equal  to  an  ample  and  abundant  fupply. 


(^VEBK-STREETV  WEITHIVSTER* 
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WOODFALL'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS. 

BEING  THE  FIFTH  SESSION  OP  THE  NINETEENTil . 
PARLIAMENT  OF  fcREAT  BRITAIN. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   NOV.    11,    l800. 

MIS  Majcfty  being  fcatcd  on  the  Throne,  and  having  fent 
the  Uflier  of  the  Black  Rod,  tadcfire  the  attendance 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  with  their  Speaker  appeared 
at  the  Bar,  opened  the  Seffion  with  the  following  moft  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  throne.  '^ 
My  IsOrds  ami  Gmtlimin^ 
"  Mf  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  my  fubjeat,  and  tlie  fenfe  of 
the  difficulties  with  which  the  poorer  dafiet  particularly  have  to  ibvggle^ 
from  the  preient  high  price  of  proviiioni,  hare  indnced  me  to  call  790  to« 
getherat  an  earlier  period  than  I  had  otherwife  intended.— No  objeft  can  b« 
nearer  my  heart,    than  that  by  your  care  and  wifijom,  all  fuch  meaforea 
may  be  adopted,  at  may,  upon  full  confideration,  appear  bek  calculated  to 
alleviate  this  fevere  prcflbre,  and  to  pmrem  the  danger  of  its  ttcnrrencc, 
by  promoting,  as  £u:  as  poflible,  the  permanent  extenfion  and  impiovemeBk 
•four  agriculture. 

<(  For  the  objeft  of  immediate  relief  your  attention  will  naturally  be 
direfted,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  the  beft  mode  of  affording  the  carlteft  and 
the  moft  ample  encouragement  for  the  importation  of  all  defcriptions  of 
giain  from  abroad.  Such  a  fupply,  aided  by  the  examples  which  yoa 
have  (et  on  former  occafions  of  attention  to  economy  and  fr wgality  in  tba 
confomption  of  com,  is  moft  likely  to  contribute  to  aitduQion  in  tlic  pr«» 
lent  high  price,  and  to  enfi^r,  at  the  fame  time,  the  means  of  mcetiagtha 
demands  for  the  neceifary  confumption  of  the  year. 

'*  The  prefent  circamftanccs  will  alfo,  I  am  perftiaded,  render  the  ftatti 
of  the  laws  refpe^ing  the  comm^ce  in  the  various  articles  of  provifioa 
the  object  of  your  ferious  deliberation.  If,  on  the  refult  of  that  deliberation* 
it  ilull  appear  to  you  that  the  evil  neceflfarily  ariftng  from  unfavourable  fea- 
fbnt,  has  been  tncrcafed  by  any  undue  combinationi,  or  fraudulent  prac* 
tices,  for  the  fake  of  adding  unfairly  to  the  price,  }0U  will  feel  an  earocft 
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deiire  of  eflfcAually  preventing  fuch  abnfes  i  but  you  will,  lam  fure,  be  care- 
ful to  dlilinguifli  any  praftices  of  this  nature  from  thatt  regular  and  long 
cftabUHied  courfe  of  trade^  which  experience  hat  (hewn  to  be  indirpeofable 
in  the'prefentihite  of  fociety,  for  thefupply  of  the  markets,  aiidferthc 
iubfiftence  of  my  people. 

**-  Vou  will  have  feen  with  concern,  the  temporary  difturbancaa  which 
have  taken  place  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdon.  Thofe  malicious  and  difaf- 
fe^led  perfoas  who  cruelly  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  difficuides,  to  ex> 
cite  any  of  my  fubjefls  to  a5\s  in  violation  of  the  laws  and  of  the  public 
peace,  are,  in  the  prefent  ciitumftances,  doubly  crimiiiK),  as  fuch  proceed- 
ings muft  neceflfarily  and  immediately  tend  to  increafeiu  the  higheft  degree 
the  evil  complained  of;  while  tlicy  at  the  fame  time,  endangci'  the.  yejma* 
ncnt  tranquillity  of  the  country,  on  which  the  well-being  of  the  induftii- 
ous  clafles  of  the  commuuity  muft  always  principally  depend. 
.  <*  The  voluntary  exertions  which  have  on  this  occafion  been  made  in 
the  immediate  reprCffion  of  thefe  outrages,  ^nd  in  fupportpfthe  laws  aad 
public  peace,  are  therefore  entitled  to  my  higheft  praife. 

**  Gintlemen  oftbt  Houfe  tfComma/ts, 
.    **  Under  the  circumilances  of  the  prefent  meeting*  I  am  defirotfi  of  aik- 
sng  of  you  fuch  fupplies  only  as  may  be  necr(&ry  for  carying  on  the  pub- 
•  lie  fervice,  till  the  Parliment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gieat  Britain-and 
Ireland  may  con venien'ly  be  affembled, 

<<  Theeftimates  for  that  purpofe  will  belaid  before  you  i  and  I  havb 
so  doubt  of  your  readincfs  to  make  fuch  provifion  as  the  public  interefts 
may  appear  to  require. 

<(  Mj  Lords  and  GentUmint  ^ 
**  1  have  dirr^ed  copies  to  be  laid  before  you,  of  thofe  com mnni cations 
which  have  recently  paifed  between  me  and  the  French  Government  re« 
fpefting  the  commencement  of  the  Negociations  for  Peace.  You  will  fee 
intbem^  fireih  and  ftriktng  proofs  of  my  earneft  dcfire  to  contribute  to  the 
i'&-efiilbliihment  of  general  tranquillity.  That  defire,  on  my  part,  has  hi« 
tbcrto  been  unhappily  fruftrated  by  the  determination  of  the  enemy  to  enter 
•nly  on  a  feparate  negociation,  in  which  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  engagrt 
cpn(iAently  either  with  public  faith,  or  with  a  due  regard  to  the  perma. 
ficnt  fecurity  of  Europe*  My  anxiety  for  tlie  fpeedy  refloration  of  Peace 
remains  unaltered)  and  thci-e  will  be  no  obftacle  nor  delay  on  my  part,  lo 
ithe  adoption  of  fuch  mcafurcs  as  may  beft  tend  to  promote  and  acceletate 
ihat  defirable  end,  coniiftcntly  with  the  honour  of  this  country^  an4  the  true 
intereftiof  my  people  ^  but  if  the  difpoHtion^  of  our  enemies  ^onld  conti^ 
sue  to  render  this  gr«at  objefl  of  all  my  wi/hes  unattainable>without  the  facri. 
^oe  pf  thefc  clfential  coniidciaiioDSi  on  the  maintenance  of  which,  all  its 

advaptagci 
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advantages  muft  dqiendy  you  yr)^^  Izm  confidenti  perfevere  in  aflTord- 
log  me  the  fame  l^yaland  fteady  f^pport  which  I  have  experience^  through 
the  whole  of  this  important  conteft,  and  which  has,  under  the.  blefling  of 
Providence,  enabled  me,  during  a  period  ci  fuch  unezanpled  difficulty  and 
calamity  to  ail  the  furrounding  nations,  to  nmintain  unimpaired  the  fectf> 
rity  and  honour  of  Ihefe  kingdoms. 

The  Commons  having  withdrawn  to  their  new  temporary*^ 
Chamber,  and  the  Lords  having  taken  their  feats  the  fpeech 
was  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Duke  of  Somerfet  then  rofc  to  move  the  Addrefs,  de-* 
daring  that  in  one  fenfe  he  felt  happy  in  riling  to  move  aa 
Addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  Majefty's  Speech,  viz.  becaufe  there 
could  not  be  two  opinions  on  the.fubjed  ;  but  he  alio  felt  un- 
liappy,  that  fo  calanaitous  an  occaflon  fhould  render  it  neceflary 
for  Parliament  to  apply  its  wifdom  to  the  relief  of  the  fubjeds 
in  general,  and  the  poorer  ranks  in  particular,  his  Majefty's 
Speech  bad.  dated  fo  fully  the  objefis  for  which  Parliament 
was  called  together,  that  it  would  be  unneceflary  for  him  to 
detain  their  LordAips  long  on  the  fubjeiS.  Every  Noble 
Lord  muft  fee  the  anxiety  which  his  Majefty  felt  on  the  fub<- 
je&  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  provifions,  whicli 
prefled  foJiard  on  the  greater  part  of  his  fubjeSs.  Th&Duke 
(aid  he  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  with  thofe contained  ia 
the  Speech,  with  regard  to  the  remedies  which  ought  to  be 
adopted  for  the  purpofeof  preventing  individuals  from  receiy>- 
ing  undue  profits  upon  the  neceflaries  of  life,  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  the  confumers,  provided  fuch  practices  fliould  be  found 
to  exift.  For  his  part  he  thought  they  might  exid,  and  that  it 
would  be  proper  and  neceflary  to  adopt  meafufes  for  retrain- 
ing and  puniming  them*  He  thought  it  would  be  neceflary 
torevive  the  old  laws  againfl  fore(lalling,regratingyandengro(n- 
ing.  Nothing  ho  wever  could  be  more  foolifh,  than  to  encou- 
rage clamours  ag^inft  the  dealers  in  provifions,  who  might  not 
be  in  the  lead  to  blame*     Such  clamour  alarmed  not  only  the 

*  The  part  of  St.  Stf  phen^s  Chapel  ufed  for  numy  years  iince  as  the 
Chamber  of  Parliment,  denominated  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  being  unda* 
alflate  of  repair,  alteration^  and  enlargement,  to  make  room  for  the  additional 
number  of  Members,  that  the  Union  of  the  Legiflaturcs  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  will  neceflaiily  infuCe  into  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  the  Bri» 
tiih  Iflcs,  the  Commons  for  iht  preftnt  feflion  fit  in  a(a  apartment  of  the  build* 
ings  annexed  to  Weftminfter  Hall,  heretofore  called  the  Painted  Chamber^ 
'fitted  op  tor  the  neceffary  purpofe  oftheir  accommodation,  till  their  ancient 
Chamber  of  Parliment  Inali  be  completely  enlarged,  and  ready  for  their  re* 
cepticn  after  Chrlftmas« 
.    *  6  ^  '  prejudices 
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prejudices  of  the  uninformed  mafs  of  the  people,  but  incited 
them  in  the  undtflinguifliing  heat  of  the  moment  to  aSs 
of  riot  and  difordcr,  confounding  the  innocent  wiihthdfe 
that  mij|ht  te  guilty,  ifnd  eflentialiy  conducing  to  increafe  tbo* 
price  of  provifions,  and  to .  add  to  the  exifting  fcarcity,  by 
preventing  the  venders  of  grain  and  other  actides  of  food 
from  bringing  them  to  market.  Tumult  and  diforder  how. 
eVttf  though  grtiit  yirtt^s  only  partial  evils;  perhaps  what  was 
tinfeen  operated  more  mifchievoufly.  At  any  rate  there 
vras  a  miftake  gone  forth  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  fcarcity  and 
dearnefs  of  provifibriSy  #hicb  had  (haken  the  public  mind ;  it 
<lUght  therefore  to  be  cleared  up»  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
enquiry  of  Patli'tnent  iVould  lead  to  an  explanation  and  da 
away  the  mifapprehcnfion.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  impor<^ 
tation  of  corn,  which  was  recommended  in  the  fpeech,  he 
nvas  fnre  that  the  Houfe  would  adopt  every  meafure  that 
coolil  tend  to  encourage  and  promote  fo  defi table  an  objeA  ; 
and  that  every  member  of  the  Houfe  would  individually  fet 
an  example  of  cconoihy  to  the  country,  which  if  univerfail/ 
adopted  would  produce  the  moft  beneficial  effeds.  His  Grace 
Tiext  advened  to  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  which  al- 
luded to  the  war,  and  applauded  the  fentiments  exprefTed  on. 
the  Aibjeft  as  perfeftly  confillent  with  the  dignity  of  this 
cb^intry;  and  highly  exprcffive  of  that  wifdom  and  firmnefs 
whteh  has  charaderifed  his  Majefty's  Councils  during  the 
i^hole  of  ^he  prefent  war.  The  Noble^Duke  then  exprefied 
•his  approbation  of  the  conduft  which  had  always  been  obferr- 
ed  bf  hi^  Majefty*s  MInifters;  and  Concluded  with  moving 
fhe'Addrefs,  which  was,  as  uAial,  an  echo  to  the  Speech. 
■  Lord  Hoiart  faid,  after  the  fpeech  which  their  Lordfhipt 
liad  heatVl  from  the  throng,  the  addrefs  which  had  been  moved, 
and  the  terms  in  which  the  motion  had  been  made,  it  was  - 
•certaifily  tmneceffary  for  him  lo  trouble  their  Lordfliips  much 
at  length,  becaufe,  whatever  diverfity  of  opinion  might  arife 
lipon  the  <{ue{lion  recommended  to  their  confideration,  there 
cOuld  be  but  little  difference  upon  the  addrefs  itfelf. 

With  refpeift  X6  the  high  price  of  provifions, 'which  was 
the  leading  topic  of  the  fpeech,  he  had  too  much  to  learn 
from  thofe  who  were  more  converfant  in  the  fubje£t  than 
-he  could  pretend  to  be,  and  from  the  information  which  he 
•had  no  doubt  would  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  to  venture  at 
this  time  to  offer  any  decided  opinion.  There  were,  how- 
ever, cejtain  fads  which  he  was  perfuaded  would  appear 
manifeft  upon  an  examination  into  the  real  flate  of  the  coua*- 

try. 
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tiy,  to  Which  he  vrould  take  the  liberty  of  adverting,  becauFe 

lie  was  fathfied  that  upon  thefe  fa£ts  the  proceediogs  oCthe 

^ioufc  muft  *  neceflarHj  be  founded.    The  fiid  was^-the  veif 

deficient  hirveft  of  1799.    The  fecond — the  moderate  if  not 

the  deficient  one  of  this  yearv  and  fuch  was  the  deficiency  of 

I799»  that  if  the  alarm  of  fcarcity  had  not  been  rung  in  tbcf 

lad  feflion,  and  a  motion  of  a  Right  Rev.  Prelate  acceded  to 

for  Icflening  the  confumption  in  private  families,  the  evil  vro^ 

feel  at  this  time  would  have  been  confiderably  aggravated  ; 

for  although  the  agreement  propofed  in  that  motion  wa«  noi> 

figned  by  all  of  their  LordQiips,  the  fpliii  of  it  wa§  followed 

by  many  who  did  not  fign  it,  and  was  attended  with  the  beft 

cflfcds  throughout  the  country.  To  that  alarm,  to  the  voluntary 

economy  produced  by  it,  and  to  the  compnlfory  rcdudion  b/ 

tbe  cncreafc  of  price,  our  cfcape  from  jhe  fevcreft  diftrefe 

might  be  attributed;  for  it  was  now  known,  that  had  th« 

harvcft^of  this  year  not  been  much  earlier  than  ufual,  th« 

granaries  were  fo  completely  exhauded,  that  in  many  parts 

of  England  the  condition  of  the  people  would  have  been- 

tnoft  dreadful ;  what  then  is  our  prefent  fituation  ? 

Without  (lores  of  corn  from  the  laft  year,  a  deficient  crop, 
frotn  the  late  harveft,  and  a  premature  confumption  of  that 
crop  by  at  lead  fix  weeks.  Under  fuch  circumdances  his 
Majedy,  aware  of  the  danger  to  virhich  his  people  may  be  ex«> 
pofed,  unlefs  means  are  adopted  to  avert  the  didrefs  with 
which-  they  are  threatened,  had*  called  his  Parliament  tc^^ 
th^T}  atid  his  Lordfliip  was  perfuaded  that  the Houfe  would  feel 
a  due  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  their  Sovereign,  for  this  additional 
leditnony  of  his  parental  regard  for  the-welfare  ofbisftrb* 
Jeds;  but  however  much  might  he  done  by  legiflaiive  pro^ 
vifiod,  he  would  caution  the  Houfe  againd  too  much  rtVi-^ 
ance'upon  human  ingenuity,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
had  been  inflt6ied  by  the  hand  of  Providence. 

The  extenfion  of  agriculture  had  been  recommended 
from  the  throne,  and  every  man  who  had  travelled  through 
the  country,  and  obferved  the  immenfe  tra£ls  of  wafle  and 
uncultivated  ground,  mud  be  convinced,  that  bringing  thofe 
wades  into  cultivation,  the  means  of  fupply  inight  be  fo  en- 
c/eafed,  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  fituation  to  which 
the  people  were  now  reduced ;  but  this  was  a  didant  remedy,-^ 
prefent  relief  was  the  objeA  to  Which  the  attention  of  their 
LordOiips  was  more  particulai^y  to  be  direAed,  and  that 
which  mod  immediately  occurred  was  encouragement  to 
importationi  by  which  means  there  cauld  be  no  doubt  a  con- 
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fiderable  fupply  might  be  provided ;  but  it  muft  alfo  be  ob* 
icrvedy  that  in  its  nature  that  was  precarious,  and  therefore 
what  ,we  (bould  rely  upon  was  econooiy  at  home,  and  th^ 
fubftitution  of  other  grains,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
wheat.  The  difficulties  with  whjch  we  were  threiatened  would 
probably  be  thus  furmounted,  but  there  was  one  danger, 
which,  above  all  others  he  conceived  to  be  the  moft  alarming ; 
a  dirpoGtlon  to  queftion  the  exigence  of  the  Tcarcity,  aggra- 
vated by  a  define  to  attribute  .the  high  price  of  provifions  to 
other  caufes,  than  th6  fatality  of  the  ieafons. 

He  had  feen  with  wonder  in  the  public  prints,  and  parti- 
cularly in  therefolutions  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  that  the 
war  had  been  afligncd  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  high  price  of  corn. ' 
He  would  beg  leave  to  fay  diftindly,  that  this  was  an  uo* 
founded  and  pernicious  do£lriiie  ;  for  if  it  were  true  thatthft 
price  of  corn  wasencreafed  by;war^  the  return  of  peace  rouft 
be  the  period  of  redu£Uofi, — but  he  would  requeft  iheir.Lord- 
ihif>s  to  look  to  the  fad. 

It  was  well  known  that  a  great  and  unfortunate  change  . 
had  taken  place  in  this  country  with  refpedl  to  the  commerce 
in  corn ;  from  being  an  t^orting  country,  we  had  become 
an  importing  country  in  that  article.  When  did  this  change 
take  place — in  the  years  from  1765  to  1770,  that  is  in  years 
of  profound  peace. 

He  would  not  deny  that  fomc  wade  mud  unavoidably  be 
occafioned  by  war,  from  the  manner  in  which  th&  naval  and 
land  forces  muft  be  fupplied ;  but  if  there  was  wafte  in  the 
providing,  there  certainly  was  fome  economy  in  the  diflribi^^ 
tioD  ;  at  all  events,  the  fame  men  muft  be  confumers  in  their 
civil,  if  not  in  their  military  capacities ;  at>d  many  of  them, 
either  as  foldiers  or  failors,  were  nurtured  in  war.  out  of  the 
kingdom,  by  the  produce  of  foreign  countries;  but  without 
troubling  their  Lordftiips  with  a  detail  upon  this  point,  which 
he  was  fatisficd  would  be  favourable  to  his  argument,  he  would 
confine  his  ftaiement  to  the  experience  of  the  prefent  war.  If 
ihe  war  occafioned  the  high  price  of  corn,  it  of.courfc  mufl: 
advan*ce  as  the  war  continued.  We  were  now  in  the  eighth 
year  of  the  war:  the  three  firft  years  were  years  of  compa- 
jative  plenty  and  cheapnefs,  and  the  price  did  not  rife  beyond 
what  ii  had  been  previous  to  Its  breaking  out. 

In  the  two  wet  years,  1795,  1796,  the  feafons  were  no«* 
forioully  bad,  and  the  crops  dcfeaive,  the  confequence  was 
jTcarcity  and  encreafed  price.  The  fucceeding  years,  1797* 
J  798,  being  very  favourable,  the  price  fell  to  its  ordinary 
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ievtl,  ib  that  during  theT  prefent  war  you  have  not  only  in 
proof  that  the  price  of  corn  has  not  gradually  encreafed,  but 
that  the  advanced  price  arifing  frojm  the  fcarcity  has  been  re* 
duced,  notwithftanding  the  cictent  of  our  military  exertions  ; 
and  with  re(pe£t  to  the  year  I799>  the  badnefs  of  the  weather 
was  too  apparent  to  look  for  ^ny  other  caufe  for  the  dearth 
it  had  occaHoned.  It  was  therefore  evident,  that  even 
from  the  experience  of  the  prefent,  no  man  could  be  juftified 
in  alcriblng  the  high  price  of  corn  to  the  effed  of  war  ;  that 
if  you  examine  into  the  periods  of  former  wars,  and  times  of 
peace,  you  will  find  the  balance  of  price  agaiiift  the  latter, 
and  that  in  fact  the  fluctuation  has  always  depended  upon  the 
•courfe  of  the  feafons. 

A  revifion  of  the  laws  refpecting  the  fupply  of  proviflons 
had  been  recommended  in  the  fpeech,  and,  his  Ix>rd(hip  (aid^ 
he  was  fatisfied  that  the  public  mind  had  been  fo  Ihaken  upr*i 
that  fubject,  that  fuch  a  revifion  had  become  indifpenfibly 
neceflary.  No  man  could  entertain  higher  refpect  than  he 
did  for  the  characters  who  filled  the  judicial  benches  in  this 
jcountry,  or  could  more  fincerely  applaud  the  zeal  with  which 
they  executed  the  important  functions  committed  to  their 
charge.  But  in  the  punifhment,  and  he  had  no  doubt.jufl: 
punilhment,  of  offenders  againft  the  laws  refpecting  ingrofT- 
iog  aixl  foreflalling,  opinions  had  been  promulgated  which 
had  produced  confiderable  alarm  amongft  the  dealers  .  in 
the  neceflaries  of  life.  He  was  perfectly  convinced  that 
there  was  a  neceflity  for  making  the  law  perfectly  intelligible 
upon  the  fubject,  not  only  to  deter  the  ill  difpofed,  but  to  give 
fecurity  and  confidence  to  the  fair  trader. 

He  faid  he  (hould  not  trouble  their  Lordfliips  with  many 
Obfervations  upon  the  latter  part  of  the  fpeech  ;  any  remarks 
upon  that  fubject  would  be  premature  before  the  papers  were 
laid  upon  the  table.  He  could  not  however  forego  exprefling 
his  (atisfaction,  that  a  period  had  now  arrivedyi  when  a  go- 
vernment had  been  eftabliflied  in  France^  with  which  hisMa* 
jetty's  Minifiers  could  enter  into  negociation  for  peace* 

Having  voted  with  them  upon  the  rejection  of  the  over* 
tures  from  Buonaparte  in  the  lafl  year,  he  was  under  no  dif- 
jicuhy  in  fiiying,  that  no  event  that  had  finqe  happened  had 
induced  him  to  queftion  the  propriety  of  that  vote.  The  ad* 
vantages. in  the  hands  of  the  allies  at  that  time  fairly  held  out 
the  profpect  of  a  confiderable  reduction  in  the  power  of 
France,  whilft  the  apparent  inftability  of  the  Government 
f  ncouraged  no  expectation  of  the  permanency  of  its  eiF<k:ts. 

Under 
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Under  fuch  clrcumftanccft,  however  fincere  Buonkparte  might 
hare  been  in  the  propofition  he  made,  his  Lordfhip  could  not 
think  that  to  treat  with  him  would  have  been  a  wiie  or  politic! 
roeafure.     He  had  heard  Tome  complaints  of  the  language 
that  was  held  upon  that  occafion  ;  but  for  his  part  he  always 
had  cpnOdered  ir  unavoidable.     The  previous  conduct  of 
Buonaparte  was  fo  involved  in  the  queftion,  that  the  MinU 
fters  of  this  country  could  not  (late  the  principle  upon  which 
they  acted,  without  adverting  to  it  as  a  leading  argument  for 
rej^ting  his  overtures  ;  but  if  thefe  overtures  were  fincere  on 
his  part,  it  would  be  doing  him  injuftke  to  fuppofe  that  the 
language  then  held  would  have  any  eiiect  upon  his  mkid. 
His.  return  from  Egypt  will  be  forgotten  \A  the  triumphs  of 
Marengo  ;  and  he  will  look  to  the  eftablifliment  of  his  name 
by  contributing  to  the  general  tranquillity.     With  regard  to 
the  probable  permanency  of  his  government,  Lord  Hobartdid 
not  feel  hi mfelf  competent  to  fay  much,  but  he  did  not  think 
he  hazarded  a  great  deal  in  faying;  that  he  could  forefee  none, 
upon  the  permanency  of  which,  all  circumftaiKes  confidered, 
weflioulct  be  fo  well  juftifiedin  fpeculating.     As  far  as  an 
Opinion  could  be  formed  from  the  public  prints,  it  would ;ip« 
pear  to  be  quietly  and  willingly  ftibmttted  to  by  thepeople  of 
France  ;  and  that  country  had  arrived  at  the  fitdation  in 
which  ail  others,  after  (imilar  convulfions,  had  been  placed. 
He.  would  illuftrate  this  obfervation  by  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Hume's,  upon  the  fuccefsful  ufurpation  of  Cromwell*    <*  By 
recent  as  well  a^all  ancient  example  it  was  become  evident, 
that  illegal  violence,  with  whatever  pretences  it  may  be 
covered,  and  whatever  objects  it  may  purfue,  mtift  inevitably 
end  at  lad  in  the  arbitrary  and  defpotic  government  of  a 
fingle  pcrfon."    Whether  the  houfc  of  R>iirbon  was  ever 
likely  to  be  reftored  was  a  queftion  he  would  not  undertake  to 
difcufs,  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  wife  to  treat  with 
the  exifting  Government,  and  to  conclude  a  peace  whenever 
it  could  be  effected  confidently  with  good  faith  to  our  allies, 
and  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  this  country.-^ 
He  (faould  therefore  fecond  the  noble  Duke's  motion  (or  aa 
addrefs  to  his  Majcfty. 

•  Lord  Holland  faid,  he  had  paufed  for  a  minute  or  tw<>  to 
fee  whQthpr  any  other  Noble  rocr  would  rife  and  exprefs  his 
fentiments  on  the  motion  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on 
calling  the  Parliament  together  under  fuch  peculiar  circum- 
ihinccs.  It  would  have  given  htm  great  (atisfadion  if  hr 
could  have  concurred  in  the  Addrefs  which  had  been  moved ; 

but 
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but  as  it  was  ever  underftood  that  the  Speech  of  his  Majeflj 
from  the  Throne  was  the  Speech  of  the  Minifters,  he  muft 
fay  that   he  could  not  exprefs  his  confidence  in  them,  after 
the  repeated  demonftrations  of  inability  which  they  had 
given.     The  Speech  contained  two  of  the  nooft  important 
topics  which  could  engage  the  hearts  and  feelings  of  men — 
two  topics  which  mult  powerfully  interefl  the  generous  af-i> 
fedions,  and  at  the  fame  time  excite  the  moft  painful  emo* 
tiona.     It  announced  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  calamity  of  war — thofe  horrors  were  but  too 
intimately  connedcd  together.     Notwithftanding  the  very- 
able  and  eloquent  argument  of  the  Noble  Lord,  he  feared 
that  fcarcity   and  war  were  almoil  neceflfary  companions. 
They  were  two  of  the  greatcft  fcourges  of  the  human  race, 
and  it  was  a  lamentable  thing  that  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  fliould  have  only  thefe  horrors  to  announce.     On  the 
fabjcct  of  fcarcity,  as  there  would  be  other  opportunities 
foon  prefentcd  to  them  of  entering  into  the  difcuflion,  he 
fliould  fay  but  a  word  or  two  for  the  prefent.     He  had  feen  - 
with  peculiar  fatisfaction  the  letter  of  a  Noble  Duke,  one  of 
bis  Maje(ly*s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  in  which  hef  ex- 
prefled  his  fentiments  on  the  clamotir  which  had  been  raifed 
igainft  monopoly.     He  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  the  doctrines 
ot  that  letter  met  with  his  tnoft  cordial  fupport.     It  was  a 
wife  and  a  falt/tary  meafure.     It  had  been  faid,  on  the  fub- 
jcct  of  the  agreement  made  laft  year,  that  it  ;was  a  race  for 
popularity.     He  was  refolved  that  it  fliould  not  be  imputed 
to  him  that  he  would  run  any  race  for  popularity,  by  endea- 
vouring to  enflame  the   public  mind,  aiid  excite  falfe  pre- 
judices againft  the  perfons  employed  in  fupplying  the  mar- 
kets.    If  any  men  were  deiirous  fo  to  court  popularity,  he 
could  only  fay,  that  he  would,  for  one,  permit  nhem  to  walk 
over  the  courfe.     The  attempt  to  poifon  the  popular  mind 
againft  the  perfons  who  were  thebeil  ftewards  for  the  people, 
was  a  moft  mi fchicvous  and  a  mod  cruel  thing,  and  he  la- 
mented to  fee  that  the  cry  had  received  a  kind  of  countenance 
from  high  authority.  •   C3n  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  Noble  Lord  in  his  argument,  that  the  war  was  to- 
tally unconnected  with  the  fcarcity.     It  was  certainly  one, 
though  not  perhaps  a  principal  caufaof  (carctty.  It  ftood  to  rea- 
fonthat  warmuft  bring  with  it  wafte  ;  the  confumption  of 
the  fame  niraiber  of  perfons  living  on  their  own  means,  huf- 
banding  their  little,  and  not  perhaps  enjoying  animal  food  and 
wheaten  bread  until  they  entered  into  the  fervice.  In  war  their 
Vox.  IV.  i8oo.  C  confumptioa 
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confutttption  is  not  diminifliedi  Whatever  may  be  the  Fcarcity 
«-*>it.is  therefore  manifefl,  that  wheti  a  deficient  crop  (the 
great  caufe  of  fcarcity)  happens  in  a  time  of  war,  war  ag*> 

Sravates  by  its  cncreafed  demand  that  fcarcity.  It  tends  to 
iminifii  the  quantity,  and  to  advance  the  price.  But  with 
what  face  could  Mintfters  fay  that  war  did  not  tend  to  jn* 
.  creafe  a  fcarcity  when  it  exifted,  fince  every  one  mud  recoU 
lect  that  it  was  one  of  the  fubftantive  arguments  for  going  to 
var  with  the  French  Republic,  -that  by  drawing  a  cordon  - 
nund  France,  they  would  encreafe  the  fcarcity,  which  then 
exifted,  into  a  famine,  and  thereby  (larve  25  millions  of  hu- 
man beings?  That  was  a  declaration  exprefsly  made  by 
Minifters,  in  one  or  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  War  then 
yf9S  confidered  as  having  a  tendency  to  encreafe  fcarcity — 
iand  if  fo,  it  was  a  material  thing  for  their  Lordfhips  to  re< 
fleet  upotKt  (ince  though  it  might  not  be  in  their  power  to  re- 
move the  fcarcity,  war  wasa  fubjcct  more  immediately  withia 
the  limits  of  legiflative  power  to  remove. 

The  Noble  Lord  then  came  to  the  point  of  the  rorrefjpon- 
dence  which  was  about  to  be  fubmitted  to  them.  He  wiihcd 
that  he  could  have  congratulated  his  Majefty's  Mintflers  nn 
llheir  having  opened  a  negociation,  iiiftead  of  hearing  them. 
4alk  of  their  known  difpofitions  being  the  fame  as  ever.  If 
it  were  poflible  to  indulge  a  vein  of  pleafantry  on  a  fubject 
fo  ferious,  tbeir  expreflion  of  their  known  anxiety  for  peace 
would  excite  a  (mile  of  ridicule  from  its  abfurdity  and  its 
confidence.  When  they  recollcfled  the  haughty  tone  which 
upon  the  (lighteft  (hew  of  fuccefs  Miniflers  had  never  failed  to 
hold — could  they  avoid  fmilingat  the  abrurdity  of  their  talk- 
ing of  an  anxiety  for  peace.  Could  they  expe£t  to  be  be- 
lieved, when  they  broke  off  a  negociation  under  the  pretence 
of  not  treating  for  a  feparate  peace  at  a  time  when  it  is  no- 
torious that  their  ally  had  not  only  entered  into  feparate  ne* 
gociations,  but  had  adlualiy  figned  preliminaries  ?  Did  Mi* 
nifters  mean  to  hold  out  to  the  nation  that  they  ftill  had  an 
ally— -that  the  AuSrian  convention  and  preliminaries  were  all 
a  jugale-— and  were  meant  only  to  gain  time.  If  fo,  he  could 
onlyiay  that  it  was  neither  wife,  nor  prudent,  nor  dignified 
in  the  nation  to  countenance  fuch  a  juggle,  even  if  their  ally 
could  have  pradifed  it.  If  there  was  any  fuch  underftanding 
vpon  tliis  fubjeA,  they  ought  to  avow  it-^but  furely  after  it 
was  formally  announced  to  Europe  that  our  ally  had  figned 
feparatepreliminlries,  to  call  upon  Parliament  to  thank  them 
tor  not  entering  into  a  negociation  without  their  allies,  was 

arrant 
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anmnt  nonfenfe.    He  did  qot  think  that  the  Hbufe  would 
either  do  their  duty  to  their  country,  to  Europe  or  to  pofterity , 
if  they  did  not  demand  from  Mintfters  a  better  reafon  for  re- 
fufing  to  treat.     He  put  it  to  the  honed  heart  of  every  inde- 
pendent Peer,  whether  they  could  continue  their  confidence 
in  men,  who,  in  the  fleeting  hour  of  triumph,  taliced  of  wag* 
ing  eternal  war  ?  Let  them  recoiled,  that  in   the  hour  of 
dejedton,  on  the  contrary,  when  they  entered  into  negqcia- 
tioD,  they  afterwards  owned  that  they  Aid  it  with  an  anxious 
fiear  that  they  (hould  fucceed.     Let  them  recoiled,  that  they 
had  faid  that  they  never  would  treat  till  they  thought  the  dan- 
gers of  war  greater  than  the  dangers  of  peace,  and  then  they 
<nu(l  be  convinced  that  x\it'y  are  iiot  the  men  from  whom  they 
can  hope  for  peace.     Is  it  in  compaflion  to  their  feelings  that 
the  nation  muft  perfift  in  this  unprofitable  and  dangerous 
contefi?  As  a  fubjed  of  this  empire,  his  duty  to  his  Kingy 
to  his  country,  to  afflidcd  nature,  to  pofterity,  who  wotsld 
groan  under  the  calamities  of  this  war,  he  muft  overlook  the 
feelings  and  the  degradation  of  Miniders  in  juftice  to  tho 
nation.     Wounded  and  fore  they  muft  be,  but  what  was  that 
in  comparifon  of  the  claims  of  the  empire  i  Surely,  when  our 
ally  ibe  Emperor  entered  into  negociation,  our  Minifters 
ought  to  have  propofed  alfo  to  negociate.     Were  they  afraid 
that  Bonaparte  Qiould  retort  upon  them  their  own  language  I 
That  he  Ihould  fay  that  he  muft  firft  fee  whether  we  could 
maintain  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity — that  he  muft  fee 
whether  we  were  to  have  ftabiiity — and  fo  forth.     He  believ- 
ed that  he  had  too  much  good  fenfe  to  ufe  language  fo  ridi- 
culous and  abfurd,  or  to  be  guilty  of  fo  impertinent  an  inter- 
ference with  our  internal  affairs ;  and  if  he  were  weak  enough 
to  do  it,  he  could  only  fay  that  he  would  unite  every  Britiih 
hean  againft  him.   But  it  is  certain,  that  whether  Bonaparte's 
deftgn  be  peace  or  war,  the  condud  of  our  Minifters  gives 
him  uncommon  advantages.    I  f  his  wilhes  be  really  for  peace, 
he  may.  be  entitled  to  demand  from  them  greater  fecurities, 
as  a  teft  of  their  (incerity,  than  from   others,  becaufe  the 
opinion  of  the  world  would  go  with  him  in  the  diftruft 
of  their  fincerity.      And  if  his  fecret  defire  be  war,  whil» 
he  profefies  peace,  then  by  their  former  condud  he  may  ob- 
tain hta  objed,  and  he  will  fake  care  to  throw  all  the  odium 
upon  them. — In  every  point  of  view,  whether  for  negociation 
or  fpr  wart  it  was  moft  advantageous  to  Bonaparte  to  have  to 
deal  with  his  Majefty's  piefent  Minifters.     If  he  wanted  for 
inftaocc'  to  raife  an  army  with  extraordinary  facilitv,  that 
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able  recruiting  officer,  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,.piibiiihed 
a  philippic  to  make  all  France  rally  round  him  !  Look  back 
10  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  war,  and  it  will  be  feen  that  every 
point  which  he  had  to  accomptifii,  he-has  beep  afliftcd  in  ob- 
taining by  the  impolicy  of  our  Minifters.  They  pretend 
to  afcribe  to  unforefeen  circumRances  all  the  good  fortune 
that  has  accompanied  the  Chief  Conful.  Was  it  good  for- 
tune that  made  his  armies  more  numerous  than  thole  of  the 
Auilriansy  or  that  made  the  latter  difafFeded  ?  If  the  battle  of 
Marengo  was  gained  by  a  turn  of  good  fortune,  was  it  mere 
good  fortune  which  raifed  and  difciplincd  the  army — that 
enabled  him  tocrofs  the  Alps  with  fuch  rapidity  ? — Nay,  if 
the  fortune  of  that  battle  had  turned  againil  him,  he  could 
fay  from  good  information  that  in  three  days  he  would  have 
had  triple  the  numerical  force  of  General  Melas  vfhh  which 
10  renew  the  combat ;  and  that  Melas  had  not  14  days  provi- 
fions.  One  argurnent,  indeed,  might  ftill  be  urged  by  Mi-, 
nifters  againft  a  Peace,  and  which  had  been  urged,  viz.  that 
it  would  leave  France  fo  aggrandifed  in  power.  He  owned 
this  was  a  ferious  evil ;  but,  would  it  not  be  aggravated  by 
continuing  the  contefl  ?  It  had  been  faid  long  ago — "  What ! 
make  Peace  and  leave  to  France  the  Low  Countries!"  and 
yet  we  afterwards  had  font  a  Minifter  to  treat  for  Peace  who 
had  never  once  mentioned  the  Low  Countries.  It  was  an 
unprecedented  thing  that,  in  this  war,  though  all  their 
fchemes  had  been  fruRrated  and  all  their  expeditions  had 
ended  in  difgrace,  there  had  been  no  enquiry— no  diffidence 
— no  examifiation  into  the  condudof  the  war— no  qiieftion  • 
to  any  failure — nomurtnureven  at  the  calamities  which  they 
had  brought  upon  the  empire  1 

He  wondered  that,  after  the  facrifices  which  had  been 
made,  Noble  I  ords  did  not  feel  Tome  compunction  at  conti- 
nuing their  attachment  to  difaRcr  and  difgrace.  The  old 
Militia  Laws  had  been  facrificcd  to  them,  to  make  that  body 
as  it  was  called,  a  more  difpofable  .force. — What  ufe  had 
they  made  of  this  difpofable  force ;  what  had  they  done  to 
compcnfate  far  that  moR  effential  defetice  of  the  country,  if 
by  the  Emperor's  feparate  peace  Bonaparte  (hould  attempt 
an  invafion  of  England  ?  Look  to  their  ability  for  war,  what 
confidence  have  you  in  its  continuance  r — Look  to  their  abi- 
lity for  Negociation,  what  chance  have  you  for  their  fuccefsi 
Can  they  conciliate  your  Allies,  and  keep  them  Ready  to  your 
catife? — Every  one  of  them  has  flunk  from  your  fide!  In 
Settling  terms  with  the  enemy  what  muR  be  their  lot?  Egypt 
wiii  be  a  material  point  of  ODiucniion.     Why  is  Egypt  now 
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in  the  hands  of  the  French  ? — Becaufe  you  did  not  confirm  a 
Convention  foiemnly  concluded.     To  whom  do  we  owe  this  i 
To  Minifters,  who  have  fent  armies  to  procure  informal 
tion  that  there  were  rocks  in  Spain  and  dykes  in  Holland  I ' 
And  will  you,  after  feeing  that  they  can   neither  carry  on. 
"War  with  vigour  nor  negociate  for  Peace  with  f.ncerity* 
continue  to  truft  the  fate  of  the  empire  in  their  hands  ? — I 
cannoty  faid  the  Noble  Lord,  concur  in  fuch  coniidence;  I 
cannot  approach  the  Throne  with  fuch  a  fallacy.     I  muft 
therefore  move  an  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs,  to  exprefs  the 
opinion  that  his  Majefty's  anxious  defire  of  Peace  is  moft  i 
likely  to   be  effeduated  by   an   immediate  change  in  his 
Councils. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  feconelcd  the  Amendment.  , 

Lord  Romney  faid,  he  was  much  furprifed  at  the  greater 
|)rart  of  the  Nqble  Lord's  fpcech,  and,  though  he  did  not  mean 
to  intrude  long  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  he  muft  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  obfervations.  The  Noble  Lord 
muft  excufe  him,  when  he  declared,  that  he  ihouki  have 
thought  much  of  what  had  fallen  from  him,  would  have  bet- 
ter become  the  mouth  of  Lucien  Bonaparte,  in  an  addrefs  ta 
the  French  tonvention,  thanthatof  aBritifliPeer  toaBritifh 
Parliament.  The  great  feature  of  the  Noble  Lord's  fpeech 
confifted  of  a  violent  attack  on  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  and 
a  fulfome  panegyric  on  the  Chief  Conful  of  France,  la 
the  courfe  of  his  argument,  to  his  utter  aftoniftiment,  the 
Noble  Lord  had  afli^rted,  that  the  prefent  war,  and  the  condudt 
of  it,  formed  one  continued  feries  of  difgrace  and  ill-fuccefs« 
Good  God!  was  there  an  Engliftiman  to  be  found  who  was 
debafcd  enough  to  accede  to  fuch  a  groundlefs  alTertion! 
Feeling  as  a  Briton,  he  could  not  fu  ftill  under  it,  nor  fuifec 
fuch  a  declaration  to  go  abroad,  without  rifing  to  refute  it. 
In  all  the  various  wars  in  which  this  country  had  at  different 
periods  been  engaged,  was  there  any  war  to  be  inftanced 
which  had  been  tnore  glorious  to  the  Britifli  name,  more  ho* 
nourable  to  our  flag,  or  that  had  aiFurded  fo  frequent  an  op^ 
portunity  for  Britiih  feamen,  and  #iheir  brave  Cocpmanders^ 
to  fignaiize  themfdves  by  brilliant  exploits  and  triumphant 
vidories  ?  Succefs  had  uniformly  crowned  all  our  naval  ac- 
tions and  engagements,  and  we  were,  at  this  moment,  the 
acknowledged  maftersof  the  fea  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 
The  Noble  Lord,  among  other  extraordinary  declarations* 
had  faid,  that  of  late  we  had  failed  in  every  attempt  on  the 
enemy,  and  had  been  unfuccefsful  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  laft  campaign.    Had  the  Noble  Lord  altogether  forgot 
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the  furrender  of  Malta  ?  a  place  of  great  importance  to  this 
country,  inafmiicb  as  it  gave  us  the  commafid  of  the  McUiter- 
laneaiiy  and  muft  in  a  negoctaiion  for  peace.be  of  infinite  ad«* 
vantage  to  our  treating.  Other  inftances  of  fuccefs  might 
alfo  be  given,  and  almod  innumerable  ones,  of  the  gallantry 
and  fpirit  of  our  Admirals,  Captains*  and  indeed  of  our  officers 
of  every  rank  and  defcription,  and  their  brave  crews.  With 
i^egard  to  the  Addrefs  that  had  been  moved  upon  the  Speech 
from  the.  Throne,  he  mod  cordially  concurred  in  it,  and 
thought  the  Speech  contained  a  very  important  piece  of  in- 
formation,  viz.  that  his  Majefty's  Minilters  were  ready  and 
willing  to  treat  for  peace  with  t()e  prefent  Government  of 
France.  Peace  was  certainly  a  mod  defirable  event,  but  he 
Ihould  rather  vote  for  bearing  (lill  longer  the  taxes  that  prefled 
£>  much  upon  all  ranks  of  people,  but  mod  particularly  on 
the  lower  ranks,  than  fubmitting  to  an  unfafe  or  diflbonourable 
ceflation  of  hoftilities.  He  had  laft  year  voted  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  Bonaparte's  offer  of  terms,  becaufe  he  thought  the 
government  of  France  had  not  the  appearance  of  (lability 
enough  to  enfure  a  lading  peace'.  But  even  then,  if  we  had 
entered  into  a  negociation,  were  we  fure  that  the  Chief 
Conful  would  have  been  found  to  be  in  earned?  There  might 
ftill  be  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  negociation.  Bona** 
parte  might  be  intoxicated  with  fuccedes  of  his  arms  during 
•  the  campaign,  and  mod  efpecially  by  his  triumph  at  St.  Ma* 
tengo,  and  might  refufe  to  treat  with  us  upon  honourable  and 
fair  terms.  Were  we  to  bend  the  knee  to  him,  to  throw 
€»urfelves  at  his  feet,  and'in  an  abjed  podlire  to  beg  the  boon 
of  a  Peace  i  He  denied  the  Noble  Lord's  datcment  in  refpeA 
to  the  battle  of  Marengo  to  be  correal.  I'he  fate  of  the  battle 
was  fo  critical,  that  if  victory  had  declared  on  the  fide  of 
General  MeUs,  the  fcaie  of  the  campaign  would  have  been 
completely  turned  on  the  fide  of  the.Audrlans.  Nay,  it  wat 
even  faid,  that  at  one  time  accounts  were  difpatched  to  Paris 
announcing  that  the  French  were  defeated,  and  the  confe* 
quence  was  a  violent  tumult.  As  to  a  change  of  Minifters, 
which  th^  Noble  Lord  fo  loudly  called  for,  he  would  not 
while  he  had  the  fpirit  of  an  Englldiman,  confent  to  any  thing 
fo  humtliattng,  as  to  tell  our  enterprizing  and  dangerous 
enemy,  that  we  were  now  lying  at  his  feet,  read^  to  treat  wiih 
him,  for  we  had  turned  out  thole  Minifters  who  had  carried  on 
the  war  againd  the  French  Republic.  Hefaw  noreafon  tofuf- 
pe£t  that  his  Majedy's  prefent  Miniders  might  not  be  as  able  to 
oiake  peace  as  any  other  fet  of  met^-^nor  could  he  bdieve  that 
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Bonapartehadnotas  willingly  treat  with  them  as  others;  hedil 

not  deferve  tlie  great  praife  the  noble  Lord  had  lavifhcd  up/oA 

lilm  if  he  were  not.  Of  this  he  was  convinced,  that  if  his  Ma* 

jeity's  Minifiers  thought  that  other  men  could  procure  a  fafe 

mnd  honourable  peace,  a  peacrupon  terms  not  disgraceful  to  the 

country,  fooner  than  they  could,  ttuitthey  would  readily  yield 

their  places  to  that  fet  of  men^  in  order  to  procure  fo  great  a 

blefling  to  the  country.     His  Lordfliip  faid  he  uttered  his 

opinions  loofcly,  and  without  arrangement ;  but  he  delivered 

them  ID  the  order  in  which  they  prefented  themfelves  to  his 

mind*     With  regard  to  the  other  topic  (and  a  very  important 

one  it  was),  touche<^  upon  in  the  courPe  of  the  Speech,  viz, 

the  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  the  high  price  of  proviGons,  it  was 

a  matter  deeply  to  be  lamented,  andhe  trufteid  that  the  wifdom 

of  Parliament  would  fugged  fome  falutary  means  of  remedy* 

ing  fo  grievous  an  evil.     He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the 

fubjed  at  length,  becaufe  not  having  all  the  information 

refpo&ing  it  that  others  might  be  in  polTefiion  of,  he  was  not 

competent  to  difcufs  it  at  that  time;  but  being  a  confiderable 

farmer  himfelf,  and   living  in  a  corn  county,  one  poitit 

had  ftruck  him,  and  that  was,  a  doubt  whether  the  large 

purchafers  of  corn',  thofe  who  bought  great  quantities,  did 

not  do  more  harm  than  good  ?  Another  alteration,  which  he 

begged  leave  to  fugged  was,  the  obliging  all  corn  to  be  brought 

into  the  market,  and  fitched^  as  had  been  the  cafe  in  former 

tinnes.     By  that  means  every  perfon  would  be  able  to  judge 

for  himfelf,  whether  there  was  much  corn  in  the  market 

or  not ;  whereas  now,  while  corn  was  fold  by  fatnple,  a  few 

growers  met  in  a  private  room,  and  nobody  knew  whether  ' 

there  was  much  or  little  at  market.     In  cafe  the  corn  to 

brought  into  towns  might  not  be  all  fold  on  the  market-dayg 

there  fhould  be  fmall  granaries  or  warehoufes  in  each  town^ 

let  at  eafy  rents,  in  which  the  unfold  corn  might  bedepolited 

till  the  next  market'day.     His  tordlhip  faid,  he  thoag^t  it 

right  to  throw  out  thefe  loofe  hints^  and  hoped  they  would 

be  attended  to. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  faid,  he  entirely  concurred  with  the 
Noble  Lord  as  to  his  hints  on  the  fubjed  of  the  ficarctty,  md 
be  alfo  concurred  with  him  in  opinion,  that  the  greateft  pcaife 
was  due  to  our  naval  officers  and  feamen ;  they  had  beiiaTed 
tnoft  glorioufly  during  the  war  ;  but  there  he  muft  ftop ;  he 
could  go  no  farther.  On  the  contrary,  he  joined  with  the 
Noble  Lord,  who  moved  the  Amendment,  in  thinking  his 
Mejefty's  Mifufters  highly  to  blame  for  not  having  ioftttuted 
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an  eiK^iiijy  into  feveral  of  the  military  expeditions  of  the 
«rar.     He  knew   profedionallvy  and  it   was,  he  knew,  alfo 
the  opinion  of  other  military  men,  that-  an  enquiry  ought  to 
have  been  inftituted  on  more  than  one  occafion.     Here  he 
wouMafic  Minifters,  was  it  intended  to  inftitute  any  enquiry 
into  the  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  Ferrol  ?-*-As  no 
aiifwer  was  given,  he  prefumed  there  was  no  intention  to 
enquire  into  that  affair,  and  yet  he  knew  there  were  letters  in 
town,  .which   flated   that   the    proper  officer  was  adually 
conting  to  furrender  the  keys  of  the  town,  at  the  very  lime 
that  our  army  re-embarked,  and  left  the  country.     In  former 
wars  fcarce  an  attempt  failed,  but  the  condu^  of  thofe  en- 
trufted  with  it;  was  enquired  into,  and  in  general  with  great 
benefit  to  the  fervice.     He  fpoke  on  the  expcfrience  of  forty- 
five  years.     He  had  entered  into  the  army  in  1756,  a  year  of 
war.     A  war  extremely  unfuccefsful  at  firft.     Their  Lord- 
(hips  might  remember  we  loft  Minorca,  and  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter  into  the  queflion,  wheihec  the  officer  there  employed 
dcferved  his  punilhment  or  not,  but  the  hO.  undoubtedly 
was,  that  the  death  of  the  Commander  who  was  unfortunate 
in  the  Mediterranean  at  the  time  produced  great  advantage 
to  the  fcrvice.     An  enquiry  was  moved  by  the  father  of  the 
prefent  Minifter,  Mr.  Pitt,  the  late  Lord  Chatham.     What 
was  the  confequence  i  The  then  Minifters  were  difgracedp 
and  turned  out.>    Mn  Pitt  came  in,  and  vigorous  meafures 
were  adopted.     The  failure  of  the  attempt  on  Rochfort  was 
the  next  ill  fuccefs ;  but  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  brought  to 
trial  by  a  court  martial ;    who,  it  is  true,  acquitted  him ; 
but  it  was  not  without  its  good  cSqA  ;  as  it  convinced  officers 
that  they  would  be  callexl  upon  to  account  for  their  conduft 
whenever  they  failed  in  carrying  a  projed  into  execution, 
which  they  had  been  ordered  to  atchieye.     The  next  war  was 
the  American  War,  conduced  by  the  late  Lord  North  very 
weakly  and  unfuccefsful ly,  becaufc,  whatever  other  talent^ 
that  Noble  Lord  might  poftefs  as  a  Minifter,  he  was  not  a 
War  Minifter.     Lord  Suffolk  faid  he  did  not  recollect  any 
enquiry  having  been  inftituted  during  that  war ;  only  General 
Burgoyn^  prcfled  for  a  court  martial  on  hirafelf,  in  confe* 
quence  of  his  defeat  a;  Saratoga,  but  it  was  refufed  him,  as 
it  was  generally  fiippofed,  leil  matters  difgraceful  to  Mini- 
fters (hould  come  out.     To  fcreen  themfelves  they  refufed 
the  General  juftice,  or  it  was  thought  their  inftruflions  would 
have  proved  that  they  fent  him  out  with  peremptory  orders, 
and  without  that  difcreiion  entrufted  to  the  other  Officer^ 

employed 
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employed  in  America.  With  r^rd  to  the  prefent  War,our 
Kirft  expedition  was  greatly  fuccefsful,  but  who  were  we  to 
thank  for  it  ?  Not  Minifters,  but  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sirjohn 
Jervis,  now  Lord  St.  Vincent.  Even  there  the  main  objeA 
could  not  be  atchieved,  becaufe  indead  of  1 0,000  men,  they  had 
given  Sir  Charles  only  fevco  thoofand.  They  were  fent  to  take 
St.  Domingo,  and  the  force  being  fo  reduced,  a  council  of  war 
was  held  there  on  their  arrival.  The  general  opinion  was,  that 
ihe  meaning  of  their  inftruSions  was  to  make  an  attack  at 
any  rate,  but  Sir  Charles  Grey  knew  better,  he  was  aware 
that  his  (Irength  was  inadequate  to  any  probable  fucce(s 
againft  St.  Domingp,  and  therefore  with  the  concurrence  of 
Sir  John  Jervis,  he  proceeded  to  the  redudion  of  the  fmaller 
French  Iflands,  which  he  eifefted.  The  event  proved  that  he 
had  judged  wifely  for  his  country  ;  Minifters  however  per* 
iifting  in  their  original  projefti  afterwards  fent  a  much  larger 
force  againft  St.  Domingo,  the  confequence  was,  the  country 
was  put  to  the  expenceof  fifteen  millions^and  we  loft  one  of 
the  fineft  armies  ever  embodied,  by  the  fword,  and  difeafe  inci- 
dental to  the  climate.  He  had  heard  Sir  Charles  Qrey  declare, 
that  if  he  had  been  entrufted  with  that  expedition,  he  would 
have  attempted  a  landing  on  the  part  of  it  in  poiTtfllon  of  the 
Spaniards,  which  was  mountainous  and  healthy.  Many  other 
parts  of  the  military  condu6l  of  the  war,  fhewed  an  equal 
want  of  capacity  in  Minifters.  ^The  fcparatc  attack  oa 
Dunkirk,  by  their  orders  led  to  the  expuliion  of  the  allied 
armies  from  the  Netherlands,  and  the  conqueft  of  Holland. 
There  were  other  expeditions  that  called  for  enquiry,  to  fay 
oothing  of  the  fooiilh  afFair  at  Quiberon.  Why  had  not  our 
army  in  the  Mediterranean  joined  the  Auftrians  before  the 
battle  of  Marengo  i  Such  a  reinforcement  might  have  turned 
the  fate  of  the  day  ;  indead  of  that,  they  had  been,  as  it  was 
faid,  at  Cadiz,  but  he  was  glad  they  had  not  landed  or  taken 
the  town,  or^  what  would  have  been  the  word  of  all  evils,, 
tnight  have  happened, — we  might  have  had  pcftilencc  added  to 
famine  in  this  country.  Where  the  army  was  now,  God, 
only,  he  believed,  knew.  His  LordQiip  (aid  he  was  con- 
vinced, by  the  condudl  of  the  War,  his  Majefty's  prefent 
Minifters  were  utterly  unfit  to  remain  in  office.  There  was 
one  of  them,  indeed,  the  Noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  naval 
department,  who  had  proved  himfeif  worthy  of  his  fituation, 
by  the  great  abilities  and  vigorous  application  of  the  force  of 
the  country,  that,  fo  honourably  to  him,  and  fo  much  to  the 
fiirtherancc  of  the  general  intercft,  had  been  exerted  in  its 
\^0L.  IV.  i8oo-  ,D  fervicc. 
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fervicc.  Whoever  was  in  Adminiftration,  he  hoped  the 
Noble  Earl  would  conti;iiic  to  hold  his  office.  His  Lord- 
Ihip,  after  funher  animadverfiotiy  concluded  with  declaring 
that  he  (hould  vote  for  his  NoWc  Friend's  Acnendment. 

Lord  Grenvitle  began  wi^h  congratulating  the  Houfc  on 
their  having  no  very  long  fpeech  to  expedl  from  him,  what 
had  paded  not  at  all  requiring  that  he  (hould  again  difcufs 
the  topics  which  had' been  fo  repeatedly  brought- forward, 
and  fo  often  refuted.  As  to  the  queftion  which  the  Noble 
Earl  who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  put  to  him,  it  could  not  be 
imagined,  that  he  would  give  any  anfwer  to  an  application  fo 
extremely  irregular,  and  he  would  not  attempt  to  refute  the 
Noble  Earl's  argument,  becaufe  the  Noble  Earl  had  refuted 
it  himfelf.  After  arraigning  the  whole  conduS  of  the  war, 
the  Noble  Earl  was  obliged  to  confefs  that  our  naval  triumphs 
had  been  glorious  and  unexampled,  and  then  after  aflerting 
that  Miniftcrs  were  utterly  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
he  winds  up  his  fpeech  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  his 
^oble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  after  doing 
juftice  to  his  Noble  Friend's  imdoubted  merits,  declares  that 
let  who  will  be  in  office,  he  hopes  that  hisNoble  Friend  may 
continue  to  hold  his  fituation.  No  compliment  could  be 
dearer  to  his  heart,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  than  a  compliment  to 
that  perfon  on  whom  it  had  been  bcftowed,  but  it  was  an  un- 
deniable proof  of  the  inconfiftency  of  thofc  who,  by' mere 
jnveflivc  and  declamation,  endeavoured  to  drive  thofe  Mint" 
ders  out  ot  office  whofe  merits  individually  they  found  them- 
fclves  at  the  very  fame  moment  obliged  to  admit.  All  that 
\\\^  Majefly'^  prcTcnt  Minifters  were  defirous  to  do  was  to 
ferve  ihdr  country  in  a  lime  of  peculiar  peril  and  peculiar 
cTifficuliy.  Hitherto  they  had  had  the  abundant  fatisfa£lion 
of  feeling  that  they  had  done  their  duty,  and  been  enabled,  by 
tbcbleiling  of  Providence,  tocondud  the  country  with  fafetv, 
with -advantage,  and  with^encreafing  honour  and  fucceis, 
during  a  war  that  from  its  Angular  and  unprecedented  na- 
ture, and  ^the  extraordinary  means  reforted  to  by  the  enemy, 
threatened  the  uverihrr^w  not  only  of  the  peace,  the  profperity 
and  the  fccnrity  of  this  country,  but  of  all  Europe.  With 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the 
Amendment,  it  would  be  idle  and  unneceifary  to  attempt  to 
follow  him  ai  lAigth:  he  (hould  only,  therefore,  make  a  few 
obfervationson  ihe  leading  features  of  his  argument.  There 
'was  one  point  In.his/pcech,  in  which  he  moft  cordially  con- 
curred, and  he  was  tlic  more  pleafcd  induing  fo,  as  he  fo  very 
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feldom  had  the  fatisfadion  of  agreeing  in  opinion  with  the*, 
lioble  Lord.  He  meant  in  his  having  openly  and  manfuny 
delivered  bis  opinion  againft  the  clamour  artfully  and  ma- 
lignantly raifed  to  enflame  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and 
render  the  venders  of  corn,  and  the  dealers  in  provifions,  ob- 
noxious to  their  ilUguidcd  fury,  and  unwarranted  vengeance, 
the  neceflaryandinevitableconfequcnceof  which  was,  that  the 
prices  were  enhanced,  and  the  evils  of  fc^rcity  confiderabfy 
a^ravated.  On  the  fubjeft  of  fcarcity  he  did  not  mean  to 
fay  much  that  day,  but  there  was  an  aflertion  refpeding  if, 
which  he  mud  combat,  becaufe  a  more  unfounded  affertion 

EThaps  never  was  made,  and  that  was  on  a  mar^rr  of  fa£t. 
ere  he  mud  beg  noble  Lords  to  remember  that  no  affenion, 
no  reafoning,  no  eloquence  could  decide  a  matter  rcftinfe 
altogether  upon  fads.  The  noble  Lord  has  told  the  H»-u(e 
that  the  war  is  the  cagfe  of  the  high  price  of  corn,  and  that 
its  continuance  adds  to  the  fcarcity.  This  was  a  clear  pofitioti 
^hich  depended  upon  proof,  whether  the  faS  was  fo  or  not. 
It  does  fo  happen,  that  upon  demonftrable  evidence  the  faft 
is,  that  the  price  of  corn  is  and  was  dearer  in  time  of  peace 
than  in  time  of  war ;  and,  however  the  noble  Lord  may 
affed  to  ridicule  a  reference  to  the  proof  of  what  was 
the  fad  in  a  comparifon  of  pad  years,  ftill  by  that  data,  and 
that  alone,  mud  the  quedion  be  decided.  The  noble  Lord 
gives  no  proof;  he  knows  he  has  no  proof  to  produce,  and 
therefore  he  content*  himfelf  with  his  bare  aflertion.  His 
'Lord(hip  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  this  country  had  formerly 
been,  what  it  wais  not  at  prefent,  an  exp  rting  Country.  That 
we  exported  large  quantities  of  corn  annually  appears ;  q( 
late  years  we  found  ourfelves  under  ihenecefiiry  of  importing 
corn  from  the  continent.  A  calamitous  change  had  ceriainfy 
taken  place  in  the  commerce  of  corn.  This  change  took 
place  in  the  years  from  1765  to  1770,  all  years  of  profound 
peace.  Having  clearly  pointed  out  the  circ\jmftances  which 
'were  the  chief  caufes  of  our  fo  far  changing  our  cudom,  his 
Lordfhip  referred  to  a  variety  of  years,  taking  fomc  from 
1765  to  1770,  which  were  years  of  profound  peace,  and 
compared  the  prices  corn  fold  at  in  thofe  years,  with  the 
prices  in  fcveral  years  of  war,  by  which  it  became  undeniable, 
that  in  years  of  war  the  price  of  corn  had  been  much  lower 
than  in  years  of  peace.  '  He  went  regularly  through  the  lad 
ten  years,  and  fliewed,  that  excepting  the  year  1799.  and  the 
prefent  year,  which  were  on  all  hands  admiited^to  be  years 
of  fcarcity  and  fa^Uurej  even  during  the  prefent  .war  the  prices 
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had  been  moderate;  from  the  Vhole  of  the  argument  an<t 
comparifon  be  thence  thought  himfelf  well  warranted  to 
declare  that  the  exigence  and  continuance  of  war  had  no 
natural  or  neceflary  conne£lion  with  the  high  price  of 
corn.  With  refpeS  to  the  prefent  fcarcity»  he  faid  he  flat- 
tered himfelf  that  fome  meafures  would  be  fuggefted  with* 
out  delay  that  would  to  a  confiderable  extent  tend  to  al« 
leviate  the  diflrefles  of  the  people,  and  moft  efpecially  the 
poor.  He  next  obferved  that  the  noble  Lord  had  roundly 
aflerted  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  fet  out  in  the  war  with  a 
declaration  in  that  or  the  other  Houfe,  that  they  meant  to 
flarve  twenty-^five  millions  of  people.  Where  the  noblq 
Lord  found  that  declaration,  who  told  it  to  him,  or  who 
heard  it,  he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  imagine.  Certain  he 
vraSy  no  fuch  abominable  and  wicked  purpofc^  had  ever  been 
avowed  by  any  of  his  Majefly's  Minifters,  and  he  defied  the 
noble  Lord  to  prove  that  fuch  a  declaration  had  ever  been 
made.  What  he  had  himfelf  afler ted  on  the  part  of  Mini* 
fiers  was,  that  knowing  as  they  did,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  that  fuch  was  the  (late  and  condition  of  France,  that 
the  French  mud,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend  on  fuch  fupplies, 
both  of  corn  and  othet  articles  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the 
ivar,  as  they  could  purchafe  from  other  countries,  and  pro- 
vide by  importation,  ihey  thought  it  their  indifpenfible  duty 
to  fend  out  as  many  of  our. fleets  and  fquadrons  as  could  be 
fpared  from  other  fervice,  to  cruize  on  the  enemy's  coafts^ 
.and  intercept  #11  (hips,  freighted  either  with  corn, or  warlike 
ilores,  that  fliould  be  bound  to  the  fevcral  ports  of  France. 
This  was  a  pradiice  fandioned  by  the  cuftom  of  war  in  all 
ages,  fince  nothing  could  be  more  felf-evident  than  the  firft 
law  of  nature,  that  fclf-defence  authorized  our  endeavouring 
todifable  our  adverfary,  and  enfeeble  his  powers  in  every 
jpollible  manner.  That  we  had  done  this  with  fuccefs  was 
undeniably  truei  but  that  now,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  war» 
the  French  Republic,  as  it  was  ridiculoufly  called,  could  tu^n 
the  tables  upon  us,  and  inconvenience  this  country  by  inter- 
cepting (hips  bound  with  corn  toBritifh  ports,  was,  confider- 
jng  our  fuperiority  at  fea,  too  ludicrous  a  fuppofition  to  be 
entertained  for  a  fmgle  moment.  With  regard  to  the  other 
prominent  features  of  the  Doble  Lord's  fpeech,  he  would 
only  (hortly  animadvert  upon  them.  The  noble  Lord  has 
told  the  Houfe  that  Miniiters  were  not  fmcere  in  the  nego- 
tiations at  Paris  and  at  Lifle,  but  he  had  dwelt  more  particu- 
larly on  the  latter,  taking  uppn  him  to  aifet^  that  Miniftefs 
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entered  into  the  negoctation  under  great  fears  and  apprehen^ 
fions,  leaft  it  (hould  end  in  the  eftablifhment  of  peace.  To 
expofe  the  fallacy  of  this  aflertion,  and  to  prove  how  ytterljr 
unfounded  it  was,  he  had  only  to  defire  their  Lordfhips  to 
turn  their  attention  back  to  the  real  caufe  of  the  negociatipn 
jit  Lifle  breaking  oiF,  viz.  a  new  revolution  in  France,  the 
terrorifts  getting  the  afcendancy,.  and  fubverting  the  au- 
thority of  thofe  in  whofe  hands  the  Government  had  been 
placed.  A  circumftance  which  not  only  put  an  end  to  ne* 
gociation,  but  fet.all  profped  of  peace  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance  than  ever.  As  to  the  affert ton,  that  Minifters  had 
feaired  leaft  the  negociations  at  Lifle.  (hould  be  fuccefsfuU 
lie  had  feen  in  a  newfpaper,  that  fuch  an  aflertion  liad  been 
made  at  a  tavern  meeting.  In  tavern  meetings,  and  in 
newfpaperSy  it  might  anfwer  fome  end  to  hazard  fuch  un- 
founaed  aflertions,  becaufe  they  could  not  be  anfwered  at  the 
one  by  perfons  abfent,  nor  perhaps  was  it  thought  worth 
while  to  anfwer  it  in  newfpapers,  but  be  did  not  expc£^  to  have 
heard  fuch  an  aflertion  made  in  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  in 
which  almoft  every  noble  Lord  prefent  could  bear  teftimony 
to  its  falfehood.  What  he  had  faid  upon  the  fubje£l  of  the 
negociation  at  Lifle  was  this,  and  no  more — that  confidering 
the  revloution*  which  took  place  at  the  time,  it  was  a  fortu* 
nate  circumflance  that  the  negociation  was  not  fuccefsfuL 
He  was  ftill  of  the  fame  Opinion,  becaufe  had  the  negociation 
fucceeded,  we  fliould  have  had  peace,  but  that  kind  of  peace 
which  would  in  all  probability  have  placed  us  in  the  prefent 
moment  in  a  worfe  fltuatron  than  that  in  which  we  now 
ftood.  The  noble  Lord  further  fays,  thai  the  fole  caufe  of 
the  French  flill  remaining  in  Egypt  was,  that  the  Englifli 
Minifters  broke  the  convention  that  had  been  made  for  their 
evacuating  that  country.  **  The  noble  Lord  ffaid  Lord 
<*  Grenville)  puis  his  queftion  triumphantly,  and  aiks,  to  what 
••  are  we  to  afcribe  the  continuance  of  the  French  in  Egyf  t 
*•  at  this  day,  but  to  his  Majdfly's  Minifters  having  broken 
<•  the  convention  that  was  agreed  upon  for  its  evacuation  f 
**  I  retort  his  queftion  upon  the  noble  Lord,  and  aflc  to  what 
**  are  we  to  afcribe  the  continuance  of  the  French  in  Egypt? 
••  To  what!  why  to  the  French  having  broken  the  conyen- 
f*  tion  for  its  evacuation.  The  Brit ith  Minifters  broke  no 
"  convention,  but  ordered  it  to  be  carried  into  eflrft  as  foon 
«'  as  they  heard  of  it.  The  violation  of  it  was  the  folc  aft  of 
f  *  the  French  General."  Lord  Grenville  next  adverted  to 
ihe  hacknied  invefiiycs  a^ainft  Mrniftcrs  for  having  rejeded 
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Bonaparte's  profferod  terms  of  aegociatioj)  Idft  year  4  and  de^ 
fended  it  on  grounds  of  policy*  Bonaparte  was  then  too 
newly  feated  as  Chief  Conlul,  biK  in  fad,  as  foyereign  of  the 
French  Republic  (for  fovereign  he  was  to  all  intents  and  ptir-f 
pofes)*  to  afford  rational  ground  of  expectation  that  a  peace 
with  him  was  likely  to  be  permanent.  He  had  itnce  had  to 
fight  his  way  to  fccurity  on  the  throne;  and  by  the  battle  of 
Marengo '  had  conquered  France.  His  government,  there- 
forei  at  this  time  promifed  enough  of  flability  to  make  a  peace 
concluded  with  him  a  defirable  matter,  which  at  no  time 
before  the  battle  of  Marengo  could  it  be.  Of  this  the  Houfe 
might  be  aiTured,  tHft  his  Majefly  would  not  conclude  any 
peace  inconfiftent  with  his  pledged  faith  tbhis  allies,  becaufe 
it  was  the  known  charafter  of  Great  Britain  never  to  forfeit 
iu  honour,  and  under  every  circumftanoe  of  difficulty  to 
^rove  to  all  thofe  powers  with  whom  it  is  in  alliance,  that 
they  might  reft  aflured  that  it  would  facredly  keep  fkith  with 
xhem.  After  the  repeated  afTurances  of  the  Emperor,. that 
he  would  abide  by  this  country  during  the  war,  we  have  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  he  will  treat  feparately,  and  this  coun- 
try will  never  break  its  faith  by  a  feparate  negociation.  His 
J^ordfhip  com^m^nted  upon  other  parts  of  Lord  Holland's  ^ 
arguments  ;  and  concluded  with  declaring  his  decided  objcc^v 
tion  to  the  amendment. 

Lord  HoIUind  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  a  part  of 
his  rpeech,  rebiive  to  the  breaking  through  the  fyftem  of  the 
military  laws  to  recraiit  the  regular  army,  which  he  conceived 
Lofd  l(omney  to  have  miftalccn.  He  alfo  declared  he  had 
^ot  affcrted,  as  Lord  Grenville  had  reprefcntcd  him  to  have 
aflertedy  that  war  was  the  caufe  of  fcarciiy  ;  but^that  where 
there  was  a  fcarcity,  war  tended  to  aggravate  it,  and  lengthen 
its  continuance. 

The  £^rl  of  Suffdk  came  forward  to  afk  Miniftcrs  what 
ftepsand  proceedings  they  meant  to  take  to  diminilh  the  high 
price  of  provifions?  He  alfu  begged  leave  to  remark,  that 
the  number  of  dragoons  was  too  great,  and  more  than  coiUd 
be  necefTary,  as  it  was  only  poflible  to  employ  them  in  times 
X)f  tutnult  and  riot.  He  recommended  the  abftaining  froni 
brewing,  and  letting  the  barley  grow  fplely  for  the  nfe  of  the 
poor.  He  alfo  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  fuggedion  which 
he  had  in  a  former  fedion  offered,  viz.  to  concentrate  all 
the  force  in  the  kingdom  as  nearly  in  the  middle  of  it  as 
pofTible,  and  to  build  vehicles  that  would  hold  ten  men  in 
each,  fo  as  to  convey  tei^  thoufandl  troops  with  lijttle  delay  ; 
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%lrhereVeT  thfeif  exertions  might  be  called  for.  Thefe  vehicles, 
•when  not  otherWlfc  ed:ifJ>loyed,  tni^ht  be  fent  to  fetch  filh 
from  the  coafls,  which  would  be  a  confiderable  relief  to  thet 
poor  and  indigent. 

Lord  Clifton  (Earl  of  Darrvlejr),  tofe  to  reply  to  a  part  of 
Lord  Hobart's  fpeecb,  in  which  that  noble  lord  declared  that. 
In  hts  opinioct,  had  not  a  peal  of  al^rm  been  rang  in  Parltment 
laft    feflion  on  the  rub}e£l  of  fcarcity,  the  country  would  nl 
this  time  be  in  a  ftate  of  infinite  diftrefs.     Lord  Clifton  jufti- 
Bed  his  former  conduft  on  that  fubjeS  laft  feflRon,  and  decla** 
red  he  ftill  thought  that  by  interfering  ParHtncnt  did  more 
harm  than  good ;  and,  had  in  faft  raifed  the  price  of  com 
higher  than  it  otherwife  would  have  been.     At  prefent  the 
cafe  was  different — the  people  and  the  prince  equally  called 
for  the  wifdom  of  parliment  to  be  applied  to  retnedy  the  grow* 
ing  evil ;  and  he  hea/tily  wifhed  foitie  falutary  and  efficietft 
meads  of  cure  could  be  adopied.     His  LordOiip  faid,  he  could 
not  agree  that  the  conduA  of  Minifters,   in  carrying  on  the 
Tvar,  had  in  all  refpedsjbeen  unexceptionable;  but  he  admir- 
ed  the  principle  on  which  they  proceeded,  and  knew  the  war 
to  have  been  both  juft  and  neceffary.     He  fliould  therefore 
vote  for  the  Addreft  as  originally  moved. 

The  queflion  being  at  length  put,  the  Houfc  divided. 
Contents  (for  the  Addrefs)     50 

Not   Contents  -  5 Majority  -  45 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  draw  up  the  Addreftf, 
and  the  fame,  when  produced,  was  read  and  agreed  to.  " 

The  noble  Lords  with  White  Staves  were  ordered  to  wait 
upon  his  Majefty  to  know  when  he  would  be  pleafed  to  re- 
ceive it. 

A  flight  converfatiort  took  place  between  the  Dukes  of  Nor- 
folk and  of  Clarence,|Lord  Grenvillc,  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Durham,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  and 
the  extent  and  degree  of  the  fcarcity  of  their  different  co«inx 
ties  and  neighbourhood  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned,  it 
being  eight  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    NOV.    ll. 

•      The  SpeaJtery  with  a  confiderable  number  of  the  members, 
went  fo  the  Hoofo  of  Lords  to  hear  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne;  and  after  his  return  read  a  letter  frona  the  Lord- 
High  Steward  of  the  boufcbold^  mentioning  the  temporary 
^change  in  the  place  of  meeting. 

Notice 
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Notice  was  given  that  a  new  Writ  had  been  iflued  for  a 
member  for  Hereford,  in  room  of  Mr.  Walwyn  deceafed. 

The  Billaeainft  Clandeftine  Outlawries  was  xeaAfroforma^  ' 
after  which  ine  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,   that  his   Ma- 
jefly  had  delivered  a  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parli«- 
atnenty  which  he  then  read* 

The  Speeh  was  next  read,  when  Sir  John  WroUeJUy  ro(e  to 
oiove  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty. 

The  Honourable  Baronet  began  by  obferving  that  from  a 
fenfe  of  duty,  and  a  confidence  in  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe» 
he.  had  rifen  to  make  the  prefent  motion.     He  was  convinced 
that  one  fentiment  only  could  pervade  the  Houfe  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  that  fentiment  was  a  convi£tion  of  the  propriety 
of  expreiling  their  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  that  tender  con* 
cern  for  the  welfare  of  his  people,  which  had  induced  him  to 
aiTemble  his  Parliament,  and  dating  their  determination  toa& 
in  the  manner  which  his  Majedy   had  gracioufly  direfied. 
He  was  convinced  from  the  favourable  ef^ds  of  the  interpo^ 
fition  of  Parliament  on  former  occafions,  that  they  would  be 
enabled  at  this  time  to  employ  the  refources  of  the  country 
in  materially  alleviating  the  general  diftrefs.  It  was  neceflary, 
for  this  purpofe,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  date  of 
the  laft  harveft,  which  had  hitherto  produced  no  effcfl  on  the 
price  of  the  market.     With  regard  to  the  exa£l  ftaie  of  that 
harveft,  he  was  at  prefent  unwilling  to  hazard  an  opinion^ 
from  a  fear  of  falling  into  the  general  miftakes  on  this  fub- 
jcd.     But  if  on  the  one  hand  it  was  abundant,  then  this  abun- 
dance, ai^ed  by  the  large  importations  recommended  by  hfs 
Majefty,  would  naturally  bring  down  the  price  of  grain  ;  and 
if,  on  the  other,  it  was  fcanty,  this  fcantinefs  would  ftrengthen 
the  neceflity  of  extcnfivc  fuppltes  from  abroad,  and  eftablilh 
the  propriety  of  osconomy  and  frugality  in  the  confumption 
of  corn  ;  on  this  firft  polut  of  his  Majefty*s  Speech  there  could 
therefore  be  no  difference  of  opinion.     The  next  point  re- 
commended by  his  Majcfty  to  their  ferious  attention  was  not 
lefs  important  as  an  obje£l  of  their  deliberation,  namely,  the 
general  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the  country.     For 
this  purpofe  enclofure  bills  were  of  vaft  confequence,  and 
ought  to  experience  decided   fupport  from  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament.     During  former  fcllions,  much  had  been  done 
TO  promote  agriculture  by  fuch  bills,  but  little  indeed  in  com- 
parifon  with  what  had  been  done,  laft  feilion,  when  no  lefs 
than  87  enclofure  bills  had  been  paffed.     Still  much  remain- 
ed to  be  done,  and  he  was  convinced  that  nothing  calculated 
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toaecoaip1i(h  the  great  objed  of  national  agriculture  would 
fail  to  experience  the  fupport  of  Parliament..     His   Majefty 
in  dircSing  them  to  ihe  confideration  of  the  laws  rcfpcding 
the  various  articles   ot  provifion,   ha'I  recommended   a   iriolt 
important    diftinflion  betwixt   the  prevention   of  fraudulent 
practices  to  encreafe  the  price  of  provifxons,   and   that   long 
eilablidied  courfe  of  trade,    which  experience  bad  (hewn   to 
be  neceffary  in  the  prefent  (late  of  fociety,   for  the  fupply  of 
the  market,  and  the  fubllftence  of  his  fubjects.     The  Honou* 
Table   Baronet  obferved  that  the   nccefllty  of  this  dillinciioii 
mud  be  apparent  to  every  one  who  attended  at  all  to  the  pre- 
fent ftate   of  the  public  mind,  and  more  particularly  to  fome 
recent  occurrences  ariHng  from  this  opinion.     Farmers  and 
other  individuals  dealing  In  grain  had  been  infultedand  abufed 
by  a  mifguided    multitude  ;  they     had    been   reprefented  as 
racn  who  fattened  on  the  miferies  of  their  fcllow-crea'turcs, 
and  who  withheld  their  corn  from  the  markett  even  when  Pro- 
vidence had  granted  abundance.     It  was  neceflary  that  a  pro- 
per enquiry   ftiould  be  made  into  this  fubject ;  and,  if  from 
the  rcfult  of  that  enquiry  it  appeared  that  undue  combinations 
or  fraudulent  praftices  were  chargeable  on  farmers,  or  any 
otherclafs  pf  the  community,  then  it  was  highly  proper  that 
they  (hould  be  ptjnifhed  :  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  (hould 
be  found  that,  even  in  feafons  the  moft' unfavourable,  under 
circuui (lances  the  mod  adverfe,  the  markets  had  been  regu- 
larly and  fully  fupplied,  then  fuch  general  allegations  againft 
farmers  or  other  individuals  or  bodies  dealing  in  grain  ought 
not  to  be  admitted  to  their  prejudice :  far  Icfs  outjht  they 
to  warrant  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  legiflature  to 
tamper   with  the  long-eftabliQied  courfc  of  triulc,  to  depart 
from  that  fyftem  of  commerce  in  proyifions  which  was  indif- 
penfibly  nfeceffary  to  the  fupply  of  great  towns.     Th^re  was 
at^other  circumftance  mentioned   by  hi$  Majefty,  which  he 
was  fure  muft  have  been  highly  painful  to  every  member  of 
that  Houfe,  namely,  the  tumults  which  had  arifen  in  various 
fuch  parts  of  the  country.  Refpedingthe  fatal  confcqucnces  of 
tumults  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  ;  but  it  wus  certainly 
truly  aftoni(}iing  that  men  fo  truly  wicked  <hoi;!cl  have  beca 
found,  as  to  be  guilty  of  outrages  which  tended  directly  and 
plainly  to  aggravate  that  feverity  of  diltrefs  under  which  the 
people  v/ere  labouring.     On   this  fiibjcct,  of  thtTe  rif>ts,  the 
fcntiments  of  ihe  Houfe  could  only  be  ihofe  which  His  Ma- 
jelly's  gracioJis    fpcedi  had   contained.     On  ihe   fuhjcct   of 
the  importance  of  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  puree,  the  Honoi  r- 
VoL  IV.  1800.  E  able 
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able  Baronet  could  not  have  the  flightcft  doubt  that  the  iviilies 
of  all  were  unanimous,  and  therefore  all  muft  be  gratifi- 
ed ihe  ardent  dtfire  exprciTed  by  His  Majefty  for  the  ac- 
con:ipli(hment  of  this  object.  But  if  ihe  French  Government 
was  fliH  unwilling  to  come  to  terms  of  feafofiable  accommo- 
dation, and  if  the  terms  offered  were  fuch  as  were  inconfiftent 
with  the  fecurity  of  the  country,  with  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  faith,  with  the  maintenance  of  the  National  honour, 
then  ihcHoufe  could  not  hcfitaie  in  expreffing  their  determina- 
tion to  grant  fuch  fnpplies  as  would  enable  His  Majefty  ta 
perfevere  in  the  prefeni  arduous  conieft.  If  French  ambi- 
tion ftiil  threatened  to  over-run  Europe,  and  aimed  aithe  fub- 
verfion  of  the  liberties  of  everv  independent  State,  th  e  Houfc 
coulcj  not  refufc  to  give  his  Majefty  afluranccs  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  fteady  and  loyal  fupport  which  they  had  afford- 
ed in  the  previous  part  of  t,his  moft  important  conteft,  and  by 
which  the  liberty  and  independence  of  this  country  had  been 
protected  unimpaired. 

Till  the  papers  refpecting  the  late  negociaiions  between 
His  Majeftyartd  the  French  Government  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, it  was  impoflibie  for  him  to  enter  into  aiiy  particular 
difcuifion,  but  he  conceived  that  paft  experience  muft  have 
fhewn  that  a  due  regard  to  our  good  faith,  with  which  his 
Majefty  had  faid  that  the  propofals  of  the  French  Government 
vrere  "utterly  inconfiftent,  was  the  beft  mcnns  of  reftoring 
that  general  tranquillity  which  his  Majefty  had  ftated  to  be 
the  object  of  his  moft  ardent  anxiety  and  defirc. 

On  thefe  grounds  he  concluded  with  moving  a  dutiful  and 
loyal  Addrefs  to  His  Majefty  ;  which,  as  ufual,  was  a  mere 
echo  of  the  Speech. 

•  The  Addrefs  was  fecondcd  by  Mr.  D'chhfwy  jun  After 
dating  the  general  grounds  on  which  he  fecondcd  the 
Addrefs.  he  obferved,  that  the  prefent  price  of  the  wages 
of  the  labouring  poor  was  not  nearly  adequate  to  the  im- 
menfe  price  oi  every  article  of  human  confumption.  Such 
a  circumftance  a:  this  was  furely  a  very  rnateriai  objeS  for 
the  inter ferencc  of  the  legifla'ure.  It  was  incumbent  on  that 
Hoiife  to  take  proper  fleps  to  proportion  the  rewards  of  labour 
to  the  dearnefs  of  the  different  articles  of  food  He  would 
not  flatter  the  t-xp.eSations  of  the  people,  left  it  (hould  be 
hoped,  that  their  future  fupply  and  welfare  would  be  facri- 
ficed  to  a  momentary  relict ,  he  regarded  their  interefts  too 
highly  to  fuggeft  for  a  momen*  the  pollibility  of  fuch  a  thing 
as  a  maximum  on  the  price  of  grain*     Ta  this  many  very 

weighty 
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weighty  objieaions  ••night  be  ftated,  but  the  mod  weighty  of 
ally  and  indeed  what  fuperfeded  all  the  red,  was  its  utter  im- 
poflibility.  They  may  eafily  perceive  that  grain  may  be  fold 
at  fuch  a  price  at  Oxford  ;  bnt  the  fiipply  of  the  capital  would 
peceflarily  advance  that  price,  as  the  expences  of  carriage, 
&c.  muft  be  fuperaddcd  In  little  ariftocraticStat.es  fuch  re- 
gulations haye  been  made  by  bye-laws,  but  they  were  ac- 
companied with  much  mifchief^  and  in  this  country,  in  the 
^cign  of  Edward  JI.  when  a  maximum  had  been  fished  oo 
every  thing,  grain  was  excepted.  The  efFefls  of  fuch  a  re- 
gulation would  be  mifcheviotiSi  the  landlord,  tenant  and  la- 
bourer would  be  ruined  by  it  from  the  nnmbers  that  would 
be  put  out  of  employ,  from  vyhifch  its  impolicy  was  apparent. 
Since  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Firft  he  faid  there  have  been 
twenty.five  fcarcities,  but^in  none  of  them  was  the  regulation 
of  a  maximum  on  grain  reforted  to,  on  the  plain  principle 
that  every  fuch  regulation  muft  defeat  itfelf,  and  encreafe  thp 
evil  which  it  is  intended  to  remove.  The  farmer  is  a  mate- 
rial  lofer,  and  the  confumer  is  deprived  of  a  proper  fupply, 
fo  that  inflead  of  a  partial  fcarcity,  you  endanger  a  general 
famine.  With  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  exprefFed  the 
determination  of  the  Houfe  to  obferve  the  diftinction  between 
the  prevention  of  undue  practices  and  fraudulent  oombina* 
ttons,  and  an  interference  with  the  long  eftabli(|ied  courfe  qf 
trade,  he  therefore  exprelFed  his  warmelt^concurrence. 

However  ardent  the  wifhes  of  all  for  peace  might  be,  it 
became  a  queftion,  whether  peace  with  4  power  fo  ambiripus 
as  France  was  at  all  defirable,  or  could  be  permanently  cfta- 
bliihed.  The  principle  on  which  the  French  Rulers  feemed 
to  act  was  univerfal  dominion,  and  the  utter  deftruciion  of 
every  independent  (late.  This  principle  they  had  carried 
fnrther  than  any  other  nation  had  done  in  the  annals  of  manr 
kind.  There  was  nothing  parallel  to  their  fchemes  in  the 
hiftory  either  of  ancient  or  of  moderp  times,  They  had  gone 
beyond  the  projects  of  Eaftern  conquerors,  the' ambition  of 
Roman  conijueft,  or  the  wild  fchen^esof  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
to  erect  univerfal  monarchy  throughout  Europe.  I  f  any  one 
yet  doubted  what  were  thedcfigns  of  the  French,  not  with  ftand- 
-  |ng  all  that  they  had  already  perpetrated,  let  him  look  s^t 
the  recent  in vafion  ofTufcany.  On  what  principle  could 
that  invadon  be  juftificd  in  the  face  of  an  exprefs  neutrality? 
Pid  it  not  plainly  appear  that  the  French,  in  the  profecution 
pf  their  favourite  objed,  did  oot  hef^ate  to  violate  the  mo(l 
(acred  and  exprefs  obligations  ? 

E  a  Though 
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Though  the  Emperor  of  G  nn^y,  by  bad  counfcis  or. 
whatever  othdr  caufe,  had  entered  f^n  negociations,  that  was' 
no  reafon  for  us  to  Imitate  the  example,  in  the  prefent  tem- 
per of  the  P>ench  Governrrent ;  though  that  Sovereign  tiiight, 
fronri  the  prelfurc  of  his  circumfbnces,  be  driven  to  this  ftep, 
that  afforded  no  argument  for  us  to  thr<jw  ourfelves  at  the 
mercy  of  an  enerfty,  whofe  defigns  were  fo  dangerous  to  every 
independent  ftate.  We  wcre-Ilill  in  a  fituaiion  to  maintain 
the  conV^  with  efFefl,  and  even  to  rtfcuc  the  Er/iperor  from 
the  cmbarraffments  of  his  prefenr  fituaiion.  He  conciluded 
by  giving  his  hearty  affent  lo  the  Addrcfs. 

Sir  >.  Burdett  rofeand  expreflcd  his  oppofiiion  to  that  part 
of  the  motion,  which,  in  hi?  apprchenficn,  pledged  the  fup- 
port  of  the  Houfe  to  the  future  profccution  of  the  prefent 
ruinous  conieft.  He  could  not  poflibly  give  credit  to  that 
part  of  the  fpecch  which  expreiled  the  exilKnce  of  a  conftant 
dcfire  of  peace  ;  tor  con  fide  ring  the  fpeech  as  the  fpeech  o£ 
Minifters,  he  could  not  allow  that  tiiey  had  pofleffcd  auy  fuch 
defire  as  that  which  was  Rated.  Could  gentlemen  recollect 
the  exultation  with  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  fpoken  ot  the  failure  of  ncgociia.ions  at  a  former  period  I 
Could  they  bear  in  mind  the  terms  of  haughtinefs  and  con- 
tempt with  which  Bonaparte's  overiurts  had  been  rejefted'^ 
^  and  flill  alfert  that  Miniflcrs  had  ever  been  adiuated  with  fuch 
aconilant  defire  as  was  Rated?  Did  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
appear  evidejit  that  peace  was  farthcfl  from  their  thoughts, 
andtliat  they  had  no  wifh  for  it  till  compelled  by  ftern  necef- 
fityr  Gentlemen,  in  fpcaking  of  the  fcarciiy  and  the  prefent 
general  diftrefs,  fecmcd  ftudioufly  anxious  to  avoid  a  difcufHoa. 
of  its  real  caufe,  but  could  they  be  ignorant  that  our  prefent 
difafirous  c  ire  urn  fiances  were  to  be  traced  to  the  war  r  We 
had  been  amufed  from  fe (lion  to  fcflion  by  glowing  defcrip- 
tions  of  oi>r  immcnfe  refourccs,  of  ourencrcafing  profperity, 
but  now  thefe  vifions  had  difappcared,  and  we  were  compelled' 
to  turn  our  eyes  upon  our  internal  diftrefs  and  mifery !  After 
the  refources  of  the  country  had  been  waRed,  after  one  half 
of  the  country  had  been  ftarved  to  corrupt  the  other,  after  the 
national  treafure  had  been  confumcd  in  the  fubjugatioo*  of 
Ireland  into  what  had  been  called  an  Union,  and  in  buying 
up  Irifh  boroughs ;  after  Rudian,  AuRrian,  PruRian,  Sardinian, 
barbarians  had  been  fubfidized  by  us;  after  all  this,  fhall  we 
be  Rill  afked  ihecaufcof  our  diRrefs  ;  (hall  we  be  called  iipon 
to  decide  whether  it  arofe  from  undue  combinations  and  illegal 
practices  i  The  real  caiife  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  and  diRreff 
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Jiared  Gentlemen  in  the  face  ^  to  behold  it  they  had  only  to 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  Treafury  Bench !  The  millions  that, 
from  year  to  year  were  granted  to  carry  on  the  rninous 
fchemes  of  Miniflers  were  to  be  conGdered  as  fo  many  tickets 
entitling  to  particular  demands  on  the  produce  of  the  grower 
of  corn.  Every  addit-ional  tax  was  a  fpecific  diminution  of 
his  profits,  which  he  was  obliged  to  make  up  by  raifing  his 
price  to  the  confumer*  This  might  be  illudrated  by  an  ex- 
ample level  to  every  under  (landing.  If  a  perfon  has  a  fai'm 
producing  900].  a  year,  he  has  for  this  to  pay  300I.  for  rent, 
303I.  for  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt,  now  computed  to 
be  a  third  part  of  thcwhole  property  of  the  kingdom,  90!. 
fortythes,  and  40I.  for  the  tax  on  income,  fo  that  the  furplus 
is  reduced  to  170!.  Thefe  heavy  deduflions  he  naturally 
feeks  to  make  up  by  fome  other  means,  and  thefe  means  are 
the  augmentation  of  the  price  of  hi^  commodities.  Sir  Francis 
concluded  by  faying  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  motion  as 
\\  now  flood. 

Mr.  Robfon  exprefled  his  firm  convidlion  that  the  prefent 
fcarcity  was  not  real,  and  that  the  laft  harveft  was  throughout 
the  country  very  abundant.  He  faid',  that  he  founded  this 
idea  on  enquiries  he  had  made  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
during  a  period  of  three  months.  Wherever  he  had  been  the 
crops  were  fine,  and  the  markets  were  fully  fupplied ;  the 
prefent  high  prices,  therefore!  were  to  be  traced  to  other  cir- 
cumftanccs  than  fcarcity  ;  the  principal  of  ihcfe  he  ftaied  to 
be  the  war,  which  had  accumulated  taxes  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  render  it  impoflible  for  the  farmer  to  fell  at  a  moderate  rate 
notwithftanding  the  abundance  of  the  harveft.  The  high 
price  he  Rated  farther  to  be  increafcd  by  the  facility  of  raifing 
money  by  means  of  country  banks.  By  this  facility  the  .far- 
mers were  enabled  to  meet  any  demarids  which  might  be  made 
upon  them  without  bringing  their  corn  to  market.  He  con- 
fidered  the  prefent  extended  fyftem  of  country  banks  a  great 
and  growing  evil,  and  he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  to  place  them  under  fpecific  re- 
ftridions.  y 

He  farther  confidered  the  publication  of  a  paper  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  September  laft,  in  which  the  exiftence 
of  a  fcarcity  was  afferted  to  have  produced  a  very  unfavour- 
able cflFeA  on  the  Rate  of  the  prices  of  all  forts  of  grain,  and 
he  attributed  a  ()milar  influence  10  the  celebrated  letters  of 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  which  the  exiftence  of  the  fcarcity 
was  ftill  more  explicitly  affcrted.     Under  the  cover  and  fup- 
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port  of  thcfe  high  authorities  he  conceived  that  farmers  and 
corn-dealers  had  kept  back  their  ftock,  and  had^ihns  gr.eatly 
enhanced  the  prices  of  the  commodity. 

He  objc6led  particularly  to  that  part  of  the  fpecch  which 
ftates  that  the  late  negociationb  had  been  broken  off  on  the 
ground  of  public  iaith,  which  undoubtedly  referred  to  en^ 
gagemcnts  with  onr  allies.  He  was  fo  far  from  confidering 
thefq  as  a  proper  ground  of  breaking  off  negociation,  that  he 
would  look  on  the  time  when  all  thefe  continental  alliances 
-were  difTolved  as  the  happicft  hour  England  ever  f?w.  Th'cy 
had  been  made  a  pretext  for  an  infoleiit  rejection  of  overtures 
on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  ^nd  by  this  rejeQion 
•we  had  not  only  enabled  that  government  to  roufe  the  ener- 
gies of  the  French  people,  but  had  allowed  it  an  opportunity 
of  intriguing  with  the  northern  powers,  and  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  an  armed  neutrality,  which  might  be  attended  with 
ihe  mod  ferious  confeqifences.  Peace  he  viewed  as  the  only 
remedy  for  our  diftreircs,  and  all  other  expedients  he  viewed 
as  attempts  to  patch  up  the  bufinefs,  whiqh  would  in  the  end 
fail  of  fucccfs. 

The  Chancclhr  tf  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  and  fpoke*  19 
fubftancc  as  follows: — Whatever  variety  of  opinion  may 
occur  in  the  progrefs  bf  the  difcuflion  of  the  points  to  which 
the  fpecch  from  the  throne,  and  the  addrcfs  to  his  Maj<*fty^ 
dirndl  the  attention  of  Parliament,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  when 
the  real  qucftion  for  the  dccifion  of  the  Houfe  is  fairly  ex- 
plained, all  differences  muft  ceafe,  and  all  topics  of  diviflon 
be  fufpendcd.  Believing  it  10  be  equally  the  objcQ  of  every 
man  prefent  to  promote  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and  to  the 
bed  of  his  judgment,  the  alleviation  of  that  diftrefs  under 
which  the  community  labours,  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  gentle- 
men will  find  nny  j^Diind  of  diifention  \n  an  addrefs,  the  chief 
purport  of  which  ib  nothing  but  to  thank  his  Majefly  for  the 
opportunity  which  he  has  given  to  Parliament,  ofcfitering 
fipon  the  confidcration  of  the  fiibjefl. 

The  fpeech,  and  the  addrefs  founded  upon  it,  comprehend 
two  great  leading  topics.  They  ftate  arul  propofe  for  the 
deliberation  of  Parliament,  the  difficulties  under  which  thp 
public  now  labour  from  a  fuccellion  of  unfavourable  feafons. 
They  naturally  point  to  an  invcftigation  of  the  caufes  of  the 
calamity,  and  the  remedies  of  which  it  is  fufceptible  ;  and  in 
allufion  to  the  recent  communications  which  have  takeii 
place  with  the  enemy,  they  bring  under  review,  in  regular 
progrefs,  the  inwortant  queftion  of  peace  or  war.     Theffe, 
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however,  are  queftions  which  are  rather  to  be  entered  for  fu- 
ture deliberation,  than  brought  forward  for  fpccific  opinion 
and  immediate  refolve. 

Upon  the  firft  of  thcfc  objefts  what  docs  the  fpcech  recom- 
xnend  as  neceffary  ;  what  does  the  addrefs  dcfire  the  Houfc 
to  do  r  In  both,  a  rtrong  and  anxious  feeling  is  exprefifcd  for 
the  miferics  of  the  various  claiTfes  who  fufFer  by  the  high  price 
of  provifions,  and  the  remedy  propofcd  is  an  early,  expeditious 
and  efFcdual  mode  of  obtaining  fupply  by  importation,  aided 
by  a  narrowed  and  economical  application  of  the  refources 
which  our  own  means  afford.  Whatever  difference  of  fenti- 
ineni  may  exift  refpedling  the  caufesof  the  evil ;  whatever 
views  may  be  entertained  refpcdling  the  mod  efFeftual  reme- 
dies;  art,  1  am  perfuaded,  muft  feel  how  delicate  the  fubjefk 
is ;  how  difficult  the  difcuffion  ;  how  careful  the  legiflature 
muft  be  in  ;he  adoption  of  fpecific  meafurcs  of  remedial 
policy.  But,  aware  of  thefe  circumftances,  all  mull  at  the 
fame  time  be  fenfible  that  two  modes  of  relief,  fimple,  prac- 
tical, fafe,  and  cffefluaU^arc  placed  within  our  reach.  The 
firft  of  thefe  is  importation  from  abroad.  Experience  has 
fufficienily  proved  the  efficacy  of  this  refource.  We  know 
by  the  moft  authentic  documents,  that  the  imporfatioh  laft 
year  exceeded  any  thing  which  had  ever  taken  place  withiq 
the  fame  fpacc  of  time.  The  importance  and  neccffity  of 
this  expedient  muft  at  once  be  recogni:^ed.  We  have  like- 
wife  the  fatibfadion  of  knowing  that  wc  pofTcfs  the  means  of 
rendering  .this  aid  effedual.  Great  as  the  la(l  year's  impor^ 
tatioa  was,  ir  is  in  our  power  to  render  that  of  the  prcfcnt 
inore  extenfive.  This  is  to  be  done  by  the  ufc  of  bounties, 
upon  the  principle  afted  upon  laft  year,  by  which  provifion 
was  effc.Tually  made,  that  the  cxpence  (if.  the  bounty  (hould 
never  be  impofed  on  the  country,  but  when  the  neccffity  for 
it  exifted,  and  when  the  advantage  of  it  was  afceitained. 
That  principle  will  be  again  applied  with  the  benefit  of 
former  experience.  The  affillance  derived  from  it  will  be 
«ncrcafed  in  proportion  to  the  more'  favourable  harveft  in 
foreign  countries,  and  it  is  conft)la?ory  to  know,  that  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as  in  America,  the  crops  have 
been  produdive,  aYid  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the 
wealth  of  this  country  muft  copmnand  a  fupply  that  cannot 
fail  to  relieve  the  dilficulties  imder  which  we  labour. 

AstotheotherobjeS,  the  diminution  of  confumption,  aiid 
the  employment  of  fubftitutes,  the  unfortunate  exoerience 
tvr  have  had  of  the  efficacy  of  tbtfe  expedients  9nabie$  us  to 
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call  them  into  aSion  with  new  advantage  and  effefl.  In 
1795,  and  1796,  anxl  in  the  courfe  of  laR  year,  we  had  de- 
rived much  relief  fmm  the  examples  of  cBConomy  which 
were  fet,  and  it  will  be  our  bufiinefs  now  to  pradlife  upon 
the  knowledge  we  have  acquired.  We  (hall  now  be  able, 
upon  an  enlarged  obfervation,  to  render  fubllitutes  avaitable, 
to  turn  every  thing  to  profit. 

Thus  much  I  have  faid,  upon  the  nature  of  the  retnedies 
pointed  out  in  the  fpeech  and  addreft,  to  fhow  that  in  their 
nature  they  cdnnot  produce  any  difference  of  opin  ion.  They 
muft  be  admitted  by  all  to  be  falutary  and  indifpenfible.  I 
hope  too,  that  what  I  have  urged  will  be  confidercd  as  a  full 
jultification  for  proceeding  with  all  poflible  expedition  to  give 
cffe£l  to  them  I  truft  that  it  will  be  confidered  as  a  ground 
.fufficient  for  me  to  propofe,  that  even  before  we  fepara^e  the 
HouCB.ftould  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfc,  toafcertain  and  vote  the  amount  of  the  bounties  which 
it  v'ill  be  proper  to  grant.  It  muft  be  felt  that  no  cnea&jre 
preiTes  fo  much  as  this  ^  nothing  can  be  more  important  than 
immediately  to  animate  and  to  fix  the  exertions  of  the  im- 
portet:,  l?y  fpecifting  the  allowance  io  which  he.  will  be  en- 
titled. The  fecond  objeft  is  one  which  requires  no  more 
delay  in  the  adoption.  But  it  is  lefs  a  matter  for  legiflative 
arrangement,  tb<High,  in  that  way,  fomething  may  be  done 
by  regulation.  From  example,  it  is  moft  likely,  however, 
to  obiain  its  full  operation.  Upon  the  confideraiion  of  ihefe 
fimplc  and  caly  remedies,  every  man  muft  fee  that  whether 
the  harveft  has  been  deficient  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  mord 
-will  be  done  to  afford  effectual  relief  to  the  community  than 
could  be  done  by  any  doubtful  experiment  of  regulation  to 
Jreduce  the  price  of  commodities,  and  to  ob'ain  the  fupply  of 
the  maikei  with  all  the  effect  which  the  moft  confident  might 
afcribe  to  it  could  ever  produce.' 

I  truft,  therefore,  that  1  have  completely  fhewn  the  neccf^ 
fity  of  the  mcafures  recommended  in  the  fpeech,  and  the 
propriety  of  adopting  them  without  delay.  Our  agreeing  to  - 
thefc  preliminary  Heps  by  no  means  precludes  farther  enquiry 
or  more  deliberate  determination.  But  at  prefent  no  pro- 
craftination,  no.cnquiry  can  be  neceflary  to  authorifc  the  ex- 
pedients which  arc  propoful.  Let  inveftigation,  however, 
be  purfued  let  remedies  be  fujigeftcd ;  the  Houfe  will  hear 
with  impartiality  and  decid:  up(»n  convidlion.  I  do  not  he- 
fitatc  at  the  fame  time  to  declare  that,  to  go  beyond  the  re- 
medy which  is  plain,  pradical^  fan£lioned  by  the  foundeft 
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principles  and  confirmed  by  the  furcrft  experience,  miift  ever 
be  a  dangerous  courfe : — it  Is  unfaFe  in  the  attempt,  it  is  un- 
worthy of  a  flatefman  in  the  defign,  to  abandon  the  lyflem 
which  pradice  has  explained  and  experience  has  confirmed, 
for  the  vifionary  advantages  of  a  crude,  imtried  theory.  It  is 
no  lefsunfafe,  no  lefs  imworthy  of  the  active  politician,  to 
adhere  to  any  theory,  however  jiift  in  its  general  principle, 
which  excludes  from  its  view  thofe  particular  details,  thofe 
unexpefied  fituations,  which  mufi  render  the  fcheme  of  the 
philofophic  politician  in  the  clofct  inapplicable  to  the  a61iial 
circumftances  of  human  aifairs.  jB^t)  if  it  be  unwife  to  be 
guided  folely  by  fpcailalivc^  fyftems  of  political  economy, 
furely  it  is  fomething  wor(e  to  draw  theories  of  regulation 
from  clamour  and  alarm.  If  we  ought  not  to  bend  obferva- 
tion  and  experience  toaoy  theory,  furely  we  ought  much  lefs 
to  make  ju(i  principles  and  tried  courfes  yield  to  wild  projeds 
ftruck  out  from  temporary  diftrefs,  the  oiFspringnot  of  argu- 
ment but  of  fear,  not  of  enquiry  but  of  paffion,  not  of  cool 
refiedion  but  of  inj}amed  prejudice.  No  man  therefore  who 
duly  confidcred  the  caufes  from  which  the  profperity  of  the 
country  had  arifen,  who  wcU  underQood  the  foundation  on 
which  it  flood,  could  think  for  a  trjoment  that  to  redreCs  any 
fuppofed  mifchief  which  in  times  of  peculiar  fc^rcity  and 
diftrefs  monopoly  might  be  fuppoCed  to  have  occafioned,'  it 
would  be  right  to  (Irike  at  the  freedom  of  trade,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  induftry  and  capital.  To  do  fo  would  be  to  bring 
us  back  to  fomething  worfe  than  the  fyflem  that  prevailed 
500  years  -ago;  inafmuch,  as  the  ftate  of  the  cotrn^ry,  the 
didribution  of  property,  and  the  employments  of  indulhy 
were  fo  infinitely  different  frrm  what  obtained  at  a  period 
when  that  fyftcm  prevaikd.  Indeed  nothing  could  be  more 
abfurd  than  to  fuppofe  that  a  fcheme,  even  though  fuittd  tp 
the  sera  from  which  it  is  derived,  could  be  applicable  to  tl\c, 
new  interefts  and  demands  of  another  ftate  of  fociety. 

But  the  fyftem  recom'mended  by  his  Majefty,  is  equally  re- 
moved from  thefe  opposite  extremes.  It  is  that  which  true 
wifdom  and  enlarged^policy  alone  will  recognlfc;  it  is  that 
alone,  I  am  convinced,  which  the  Houfe  wiil  purfut-  in  ;he 
application  of  the  remedies  which  the  cafe  may  require. 
Parliament  will  enquire,  it  will  collefl  fa£ts,  it  will  fti-k  in- 
formation, it  will  examine  evidence,  and  if  an  ahufe  is  proved 
toexifl,  the  remedy  will  be  canvalfcd  upon  its  own  merits. 

It  is  not  my  with' in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  to  ftate  any 
^>inion5  which  I  may  have  already  conceived  upon  the  fub- 
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je^.  In  proceeding  to  the  mrnute  inveftigation  of  the  fub- 
jefl,  however,  it  is  not  ami^*;  to  p<»inl  out  the  errors  on  both 
f»dcs,  from  which  remedial  policy  ought  to  be  exempt. 
There  are  fome  fort.s  of  rcmcdiefj  which  it  is  right  to  (hew 
can  in  no  cafe  be  employed,  as  there  may  be  abiifcs  which 
it  will  be  the  defire  of  Parliament  to  correal  by  every  means, 
in  itspdwcr  to  employ.  All  that  the  prtfent  qutftion  how- 
ever requires,  is  to  exprefs  our  resdinefs  to  concur  in  the 
tneafurcs  necclTary  to  promote  importation  and  economy. 
For  this  purpofc  no  time  for  deliberation  can  be  requifite; 
we  tnult  already  be  prepared  on  thefe  points  with  a  clear 
opinion,  and  ready  to  pledge  ourfclves  to  give  them  the  ui- 
moft  1  ffea. 

On  the  caiifes  by  which  the  prefent  high  price  is  occa- 
fioned  there  are  no  doubt  many  opinions  \  both  the  extent  of 
the  evils  and  the  remedy  have  been  difputed.  The  queftion 
is  cmbar raffed  by  many  prejudices.  Some  whofe  motives 
are  imquedionable,  and  the  humanity'of  whofe  views  is  con- 
fpicuouF,  may  have  been  led  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
errors,  and  a  fanciion  to  the  clamours  which  have  prevailed 
on  the  fubject.  Others,  whofe  motives  are  more  doubtful, 
have  endeavoured  to  combine  twodiliinct  grounds  of  preju- 
dice, and  to  connect  the  fcarciiy  wi'.h  the  war.  Thus  upon 
two  fubjicis,  each  in  i'ftlt  liable  to  much  mi  fee  nccpt  ion, 
and  in  its  nature  demanding  a  cool  examination,  violent  cla- 
mour has  been  raifed ;  I  truft,  however,  tliat  there  are  but 
few  who  think  it  wife  or  ufcful  to  connect  the  difcufUrn  of 
thefe  two  t(?pics.  The  caufes  of  the  fcarcity  and  the  policy 
and  necefTity  of  the  war,  prefent  didinct  fubjecis  of  con  fide- 
ration,  and  none  will  blend  the  difcuiTion  of  the  latter  with 
the  former,  who  wi(h  only  to  communicate  information, 
and  to  fuggeft  remedies. 

An  hon  Baronet  and  an  hon.  gentleman  near  him  have, 
indeed,  attempted  to  connefl  the  argument :  but,  with  all 
deference  to  their  talents,  I  confefs  I  (hould,  before  advan- 
cing any  thing  in  reply,  wiih  to  hear  what  more  weighty  ar- 
guments might  be  urged  in/upjport  (if  the  fame  fide.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that,  on  a  general  view,  no  man  Can  contend  that 
the  war  ha^  any  material  tendency  to  increafe  an  evil  which 
can'  be  traced  to  other  caufes.  But,  I  perceive  from  the 
geftures  ofgtrntlemen  oppofite,  that  the  doctrine,  of  which  1 
had  given  the  credit  to  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
tnan  who  fpoke  lafl,  is  more  generally  entertained.  On  this 
point,  then,  wc  fliall  have  an  opportunity  of  a  more  detailed 
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difcullioD  on  a  future  day.'  I  mun  think,  however,  that  it  is 
not  loo  much  to  expect  from  the  candour,  from  tlie  good 
fenfe,  froiy  the  prudence  of  gentlemen  on  th»i  other  fide,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  high  price  of  provifiot^s  (liould  be 
guided  only  by  views  of  public  benefit  j  that  no  maticr  Ihould 
be  introduced  into  it  for  the  purpofc  of  collateral  effect — for 
the  purpofe  of  creating  undue  feeling  and  unfounded  cla- 
mours. By  this  candour  1  ihall  endeavour  to  guide  my  own 
conduct,  and  I  (hall  be  forry  10  remark  any  deviations  from. 
it  in  others. 

But,   fince  this  queftion  has  been  flatted,  I  beg  leave  to 
bint  a  few  general  obfcrvations,  which  feem  completely  to 
overthrow  the  argument  of  thofe  (if  there  be  any)  who  feri- 
ouily  iitipute  the  dcarnefs  of  provifions  to  the  war.     In  a  more 
detailed  difcuflion  I  (hall  be  ready  to  exaiYiine  feparatcly  the 
effect  of  every  tax  which  has  been   iriipofed  fince  the  year 
1793  ;  to  ftate  the  uimofl  ctfect.  which  it  could  be  fuppofed 
to  have  produced  directly  or  indirectly  on  the  price  ui  grain^ 
and  to  prove  that  thefe  taxes  could  form,  even  on  the  mod 
exaggerated  computation,  a  very  inconfiderable  part  of  the 
encrcafed  price  of  provifions.     To  fliow  that  the  war  has 
not  any  general  effwCt  to  raife.the  price  of  grain,  confidcr  only 
the  price  of  grain  at  different  periods  of  the  prefcnt  war, 
though  the  argument  would  be  ftrengthcned  by  a  review  of 
former  wars.     ']  hree  or  four  years  havq  been  years  of  com- 
parative high  price.     In  the  "year   I794  and  1795  price  was 
nigh;  but  in  the  interval  of  nearly  three  years  that  fuccceded, 
that  is  from  about  Michaelmas  1796  to  Milfiimmer  1799, 
the  price  funk  perhaps  too  low  for  the  fair  profit  of  the  far- 
mer.    The  general  price  then  in  England  (to  which  I  confine 
my  remarks)  was  from  48  to  49s.  a  quarter.     From  Michael- 
mas 1798  to  Lady  Day  I7g9  it  was  n')t  above  48s.     How 
then,  if  the  war  were  the  caufe  of  the  dcarnefs,  did  it  happen 
that  the  effect,  which  on  the  hypo'hefis  lliould  have  b:^cn  en- 
creafifig,  was  fufpended  during  an   interval  of  nearly  three 
years?   And  wlien  likewife  during  thefe  years  fome  of  the 
taxes  to  which  the  effect  is  chiefly  afcribcd  had  been  impoftd  ? 
Previous  to  the  laft  mentioned  period,  one  of  great  cheapnef?, 
the  triple  afft^lfment  had  exifled  a  twelvemonth,  and  muft 
have  produced  its  full  effect.     This  plain  fact  is  alone  worth 
a  ihoufand  inferences  deduced  by  circuitous  rcafonings.     I 
know  not  whether  this  faft  wijl  be  an  anfvver  to  the  argu- 
ments that  I  have  not  ytt  heard,  but  I  'think  it  is  at  leafl  a 
fufficicnt  anfwer  to  iht^fc  of  the  honourable  Baronet.     In 
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matters  of  this  kind  it  is  the  fliortefl  way  to  employ  fuch 
plain  and  familiar  reafoning  ;  and  though  it  may  not  always 
be  a  fafe  and  folid  mode  of  argument  to  prefume  againit  the 
validity  of  an  obje£tion,  I  am  per fuaded,  that  arguments  like 
that  I  have  mentioned  will  often  be  found  to  anfwer  by  an- 
ticipation the  ftatemcnts  by  which  they  are  oppofed.  I  (hall 
not  enter  into  ar\y  comparative  ftatcment  of  the  ftatc  of  prices 
fn  former  wars,  nor  infift  on  the  ingenious  arguments  that 
have  been  adduced  to  fhow  that  war  is  favourable  to  lownefs 
of  prict.  It  is  deferving  of  remark,  however,  that  this 
tountry,  which  from  the  period  of  the  revolution,  for  a  great 
Jjartof  the  prefent  century,  had  been  in  ufe  to  export  great 
quantities  of  grain,  ceafed  to  export  and  began  to  import  in 
the  .middle  of  that  peace  which  fuccceded  the  moft  fuccefsful 
war  in  which  this  country  ever  was  engaged.  Thus  it  is 
cle^r,  from  a  deduflion  of  fadis,  that  war  of  itfclf  has  no 
evident  and  necelFary  connexion  with  the  dearnefs  of  pro- 
vifloos,  and  that  there  can  be  no  reafon  for  at  all  combining 
the  qneftion  of  fcarcity  with  the  diflinft  enquiry  refpeding 
the  policy  of  the  war- 

There  may  indeed  arife  much  difference  on  particular  fads, 
on  points  of  inference,  and  the  nature  of  legiOattve  operation  ; 
bu!  there  are  leading  principles,  that  inuft  be  common  to  all 
who  enter  upon  the  difcuflion  with  candid  and  liberal  fenti* 
ments.  In  the  confideration  of  the  preftnt  calamity  we 
'ought,  as  men  of  humanity,  to  look  at  it  with  the  decpeft 
feelings  of  compaflion  for  the  diftrelfes  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures— as  public  mtfn,  with  a  profound  fenfc  of  the  import- 
ance of  watching  over  the  welfare  of  the  induQrious  clafle* 
of  the  community— as  men  of  prudence,  who  are  bound  to 
jprovide  for  iheir  interefts,  and' who  wMl  not  (loop  to  flatter 
their  errors.  We  ought  to  confider  it  as  a  malady  affedling 
the  Hate,  but  one  in  a  delicate  fpot,  not  to  be  incautioufly 
touched — not  to  be  treated  with  new  and  violent  remedies  : 
— to  follow  unified  theories  muft  be  peculiarly  fatal  in  a 
Bfiatier  of  fo  much  nicety;  and  »hat  errors  muft  be  of  the 
moft  maligKani  and  exienfivc  mifchicf.  fn  the  profecuiion 
mf  the  inquiry,  we  ought  to  be  open  to  information  ;  indefa- 
tigable  to  examine,  but  careful  to  weigh,  and  cautious  ta 
proceed,  when  the  fpeculaiion  of  correflive  regulation  would 
lead  to  overthrow  the  gcK)d  we  have  proved,*  for  projefls  not , 
even  recommended  by  plaufibility. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  deficiency  of  the  late  harveft,  it 
would  be  no  lefs  ralfa  than  unneeeiiary  to  give  any  opinion. 
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For  the  praflical  remedies  propofcd,  a  knowledge  of  the 
prccifc  deficit  is  not  required.  This,  however,  we  know, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  clamoqr  about  monopoly,  previous 
to  the  harveft,  it  is  now  univerfally  admitted  that  the  old 
(lock  was  very  nearly  exhaufted.  An  early  harveft,  therefore, 
found  us  with  lefs  ftock  ihan  uAia] ;  of  courfe  that  (lock^ 
unlefs  aided  by  importation  from  abroad  and  economy  of  our 
own  rtfources,  muft  be  applicable  to  the  confumption  of  a' 
ibortcr  period  of  time  ihan  ufual.  Having  already  mentioned 
fubftitutes,  and  remarked  that  experience  had  rendered  us 
more  familiar  with  their  utility  and  the  ifiode  of  their  applt- 
catirm,  I  (hall  juft  mentiotx^how  ihcy  may  be  rendered  more 
effcdual  on  the  prefent  occafion.  We  know  that  laft  year 
the  crops  failed  almoft  generally  in  all  the  articles  of  pro- 
vifion.  This  year,  though  wheat  is  (hort,  feveral  other  kinds 
(particularly  barley)  is  plenty  both  at  home  and  abroad.  By, 
the  due  application  of  the  refources  of  economy  and  of  fub- 
Attutes,  joined  to  importation,  I  am  fattsfied  that  the  fuppty 
of  the  year  will  be  made  to  anfwer  the  confumption.  1  da 
ftot  wiih  to  under-rate  the  difficulties  of  our  fituation;  but 
thb  I  will  aftert,  that,  if  we  employ  proper  precaution,  and 
^xercife  becoming  firmn^fs;  we  have  in  our  own  power  the 
remedy  for  the  diftrefs  under  which  the  country  labours.  I 
do  not  imagine,  indeed,  that  any  exrraordinary  and  rapid  di- 
mimuion  of  price  is  to  be  expe^ed;  but  if  we  abftain  from 
all  ra(h  experiment  in  the  eftablifhed  courfe  of  trade,  there  is 
the  beft  reafon*  to  think  that  there  will  be  a  confiderable  re* 
dudion  of  price,  a  redudion  gradual  and  permanent^  one  that 
will  alleviate  the  diftreflcs  of  the  poor  without  riflcing  thaf 
increafeof  confumption  which  ought  fo  much  in  the  prefent 
circumftances  to  be  avoided.  Befides  the  a£tual  deficiency 
this  year,  the  late  high  prices  might  be  accounted  for  on  re- 
ieding  that  the  (lock  of  laft  year  was  exhaufted,  that  the 
farmer  muft  have  been  unable  both  to  provide  f^r  the  demands 
of  the  market,  and  to  prepare  for  the  (Tipplies  of  feed  which 
a  more  favourable  feafon  had  required.  I'his  of  itftif  is  fuf- 
ficiem  to  explain  the  high  price  forfeveral  weeks,  without 
Tijppofing  any  great  deficiency  of  crop,  or  jiny  improper  arts 
to  keep  back  grain,  and  to  ftarve  the  market.  It  certainly 
was  an  unforttmate  error  to  afcribe  the  prices  too  much  t;ithcr 
fothe  deficiency  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  monopoly  on  the 
other.  In  the  one  cafe  it  gave  a  fan£li6n  to  high  price,  and 
in  the  other  to  unfounded  popular  clamoor.  The  paft  prices, 
howevcfi  1  am  foUy  coxtviticed;  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  a 
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proof  and  index  of  what  future  price  may  be.  If  the  order 
of  things  by  which  the  market  has  fo  long  been  regularly 
fupplied  be  not  difturbed  by  impolitic  interference ;  if  we 
are  prudent  to  encourage  importation,  and  firm  to  oppofe  all 
ufelefs  waftcy  there  mufl  in  the  courfc  of  the  year  be  a  gra- 
^ua!  abatement  of  price.  In  faft  as  foon  as  the  cfFc£l  of  im- 
portation and  economy  begin  to  be  felt,  no  regulation  will  be 
necefl'ary  to  fupply  the  market  and  to  reduce  the  price.  The 
mod  prejudiced  will  fee  that  the  fureft  remedy  for  monopoly, 
if  it  has  exifted,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  has  exifted  to  any 
confidcrable  extent,  is  to  encreafe  the  quantity  and  to  diminish 
ihe  confumption,  to  which  highnefs  of  price  muft  elfentially 
contribute.  If  corn  has  been  kept  up  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
bring  it  out,  to  (liow  both  to  the  grower  and  confumer  that 
"we  have  the  means  of  rendering  the  fupply  of  the  whole  year 
adequate  to  the  demand.  A  proper  diminution  of  price  will 
then  enfue,  for  no  man  who  truly  eftimates  the  difficulty  of 
our  real  fituation,  and  the  means  by  which  it  can  alone  be 
relieved,  woiild  defire  that  in  a  time  of  fcarcity  the  price 
fliould  experience  a  temporary  depreflion  to  what  it  would  be 
^n  a  time  of  plenty.  This  would  be  to  remove  the  neccflary 
and  moft  cffcflual  corredlive  of  fcarcity. 

I  truft  therefore,  that  one  of  our  firft  meafures  will  be  to 
go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  fix  the  quantum 
of  bounty  to  be  allowed  on  importation. — I  should  next  pro- 
pcfc,  that  a  fclcd  committee  be  appointed  to  invtftigatc  the 
fubjeS  of  the  fcarcity,  and  to  this  committee  will  be  referred 
that  part  of  the  King's  fpeech  which  refers  to  this  point.  I 
fliould  propofc  likcwife,  that  the  committee  (hall  from  time 
to  lime  prc^pofe  fuch  meafures  as  feem  on  the  refuli  of  its 
cnqtiiry  fit  to  be  adopted.  I  do  not  with  to  anticipate  any  of 
their  mtafures  ;  but  one  fuggclls  iifelf,  which  may  be  of 
great  benefit  as  a  regulation,  particularly  if  fandioned  by 
example.  This  would  be  to  diredl  that  all  parochial  relief, 
inftead  of  beini^  given  in  money,  or  wheaten  bread,  fliall  be 
given  in  bread  partly  made  up  of  fome  vvholefomc  fubftilutes. 
I  believe  that  this  practice  has  already  made  its  way  in  fome 
parts,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  its  extenfion  would  be  at- 
tended v^ith  the  mod  beneficial  effects. 

Tl.ui»  nnicli  I  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  ft  ate  on  the  tUro 
leading  pcin's,  refpeding  the  fcarcity.  On  the  queftion  of 
peace  or  war,  I  (hall  only  obferve  that,  as  the  papers  on  which 
the  merits  of  the  cafe  muft  be  decided,  arc  not  yet  before  the 
Houfei  it  \^ould  be  premature  to  enter  at  large  into  the  dif* 
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cuflion.  There  certainly  is  nothing  in  the  addrefs  which 
pledges  any  opinion  of  the  Hobfe  on  that  pointy  this  pledge 
it  gives  indeed,  which  no  man  I  hope  will  fhrink  from,  that 
if  peace  cannot  be  concluded  on  terms  confiftent  with  public 
faith,  with  the  national  honour  and  ihterefts,  we  ihall  continue 
to  fupport  his  Majcfty  with  that  firmnefs,  deciflon  and  energy, 
-which  this  Houfe  has  uniformly  difplayc^.  I  cannot  anti- 
cipate any  difference  of  opinion  on  this  head.  The  fpeech 
ilatcs  what  will  no  doubt  appear  diftindly  from  the  commu- 
nications that  are  about  to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  that  his 
Majcfty  could  not  negociate  without  feparating  his  inierefts 
from  ihofe  of  his  allies ;  the  importance  of  thofe  alliances  is 
juftificd  by  thedefire  of  the  enemy  to  difTolve  them.  If  then, 
ihe  enemy  advanced  a  pretenfion  fo  unheard-of,  that  his  M2- 
jcflfy,  as  the  price  of  connedlion  with^hem,  Ihould  break  his 
faith  to  thofe  allies  with  whom  he  was  conncded;  if,  as  the 
price  of  being  united  in  amiiy  with  his  Majefty,  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  union  which  fubfifted  between, him  and  his 
allies;  fuiely,  I  ought  not  to  prefume  that  in  fnch  a  prelimi- 
nary to  a  negociation,  any  member  of  this  Houfc  will  find 
thofe  conditions  which  prove  the  (Incerity  of  thofe  who  pre- 
tend to  be  the  friends  of  general  tranquilliiy ;  or,  thofe  con«- 
ditions  to  which  his  Majcfty  could  have  acceded ;  I  truft 
therefore,  that  as  unanimity  is  delirable  on  every  occafion, 
the  Houfe  will  without  delay  and  with  a  concurrence 
approaching  to  unanimity,  proceed  to  declare  its  readinefsio 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  alone  are  calculated  to  afford  relief  to 
the  community.  This  is  the  only  way  to  prove  a  fmcere  and 
enlightened  regard  to  the  intcreftsand  well  being  of  the  poor. 
By  (hewing  a  real  and  fubftantial  regard  to  their  happmefs, 
-wc  (hall  guard  againft  the  confequence  of  the  falfe  and  dan- 
gerous expedations  with  which,  by  fadious  perfons,  they. 
have  been  deluded  on  the  fubjcS  of  the  remedies  of  which 
their  fufferings  admit.  Parliament  cannot  by  any  charm 
convert  fcarcity  into  plenty  ;  but  it  is  fomcthing  to  fhew  thai 
no  time  is  loft  in  adopting  every  praflicable  means  of  alle- 
viating the  prefent  diftrefs,  and  enfuring  the  regular  fubfift- 
cnce  of  the  people.  In  the  farther  di  feu  (lion  let  us  ^proceed 
with  caution*  and  examine  with  impartiality.  Let  us  aft 
with  proper  temper,  firmnefs  and  fobriety,  that  we  may  be 
able  to  difcover  where  the  caufc  of  the  evil  really  refts,  and 
apply  the  remedy  which  will  be  truly  ferviccablc. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the   mover  and  the   fecondcr  of  the 
addrefs  this  night  have  done  wh^t  gentlemen  04  fimilar  occa- 
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fions  very  generally  do;  they  have  exprefled  an  earned  hope 
that  unanimity  will  prevail  throughout  the  HouPe  on  the  vote 
^o  be  given  on  the  queftion  before  us,  and  that  this  vote  (hall 
be  unanimoufly  in  favour  of  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
throne.  Unanimity  in  a  good  caufe  is  a  virti|<s ;  and  if  ever 
unanimity  were  peculiarly  defirable,  it  muft  be  on  an  occa«- 
iion  when  the  Houfe  is  called  upon  to  confider  of  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne  on  the  afFe£ling  topic  of  the  prefent  high  price 
of  provifions.  In  general  the  Minifter  has  found  the  Houfe 
as  obedient^  and  of  courfe  as  unanimous,  as  could  with  any 
decency  be  expected  or  wi(hcd  ;  but  whatever  may  have  been 
the  docility  of  gentlemen  in  times  pad,  the  prefent  is  a  period 
for  unanimity.  The  Houfe  too  is  more  than  ever  likely  to 
be  unanimous :  fo  that  the  prediflions  to  that  effedl  of  thehon» 
mover  and  feconder  of  the  addrefs  are  Jikcly  lobe  more  than 
ever  fulfilled.  Had  my  hon.  friend,  the  Baronet  near  me, 
attended  to  the  words  of  the  fpeech.  comparing  them  with 
the  words  of  the  addrefs,  he  would  have  been,  perhaps^ 
indnced  to  withhold  his  oppofnion  to  the  motion :  for  thopgh 
the  fpeech  does  particularly  refer  to  the  conduct  of  his  Ma^ 
jcfly*s  Minifters,  arid  infmuates  that  they  have  beeniiiiiformly 
iincere  in  their  efforts  to  refl^ore  peace,  yet  the  addrefs  does 
not  echo  this  language,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ufes  onrly  very 
general  teYms,  exprefflve  merely  of  approbation  of  that  fenti- 
nient  of  the  fpeech  which  conveys  the  expreffion  of  his  Ma^ 
jefty's  determination,  unremittingly  to  ufe  every  means  that 
may  be  in  his  power  to  rcftore  fuch  a  peace  to  the  country  as 
will  be  confiftent  with  its  fecuriiy  and  honour*  But  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  the  fpeech  evidently  are  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the.  Houfe  to  the  (late  of  the  country  in  regard  to  the  high 
price  of  provifldns;  and  fince  it  is  tilanifefl  that  his  Majdiy 
is  folicitous  to  favour  any  meafures  that  may  tend  to  lower  the 
prices,  we  are  bound  to  approve  of  the  addrefs,  fo  (ar  as  relates 
to  the  affu ranee  it  gives,  that  we  will  do  all  we  can  to  alle- 
viate the  fnfFerings  of  the  people.  The  addrefs  joins  the 
fpeech  in  faying,  that  we  (hall  fee  with  fatisfaction  the  adop- 
tion of  meafures  for  that  purpofe.  If,  therefore,  the  addrefs 
were  negatived,  it  would  imply  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
refufes  to  co-operate  with  his  Majcfly  in  fuch  meafures.  as 
may  moft  efFcciujlly  tend  to  relieve  the  country.  His  Ma- 
jefty  tells  us,  that  He  has  called  the  Houfe  together  thus  early 
in  order  to  enquire  into  the  moft  effectual  means  cf.relief; 
and  when  we  know  that  he  has  ufed  the  language  of  condo- 
lence at  the  fuffenngsof  the  peoplci  (hall  wc  refufeto  se«echo 
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the  fcntiments  of  the  fpeech  on  this  fubjed )  the  fuggeftion 
xerpecting  imporratibns  kttns  to  be  well-timed  and  politic; 
and  hence  this  is  a  topic  on  which  we  mud  be  unanimous* 
The  third  topic  is  that  relating  to  an  examination  of  the  laws 
againd  foreftallcrs  and ,  regraters  ;  ^nd  I  own,  Sir,  that  the 
language  of  the  fpeech  and  of  the  Minifter  to*night  on  this 
fubjcci  is  very  wife  and  manly.  There  can  hardly  be  any 
oppofition  to  this  part  of  the  fpeech.  ^ut  the  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman  has  thrown  out  a  challenge  to  any  one  who  will 
attempt  to  contend  with  him,  that  the  high  price  is  neither 
caufed  by  the  taxes  nor  the  war.  I  fhall  not  detain  the 
Houfe  to  fhew  how  widely  different  my  opinions  are  from 
thofc  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  this  fubjedt.  I  admit 
Ihe  quedion  is  one  of  great  delicacy.  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
has  faidy  that  there  is  no  connexion  between  the  queftionof 
war  and  peace,  and  that  of  dearnefs  and  fcarcity ;  and  con-^ 
fcious  that  it  is  wrong  to  attempt  to  conne£i  thefe  queftions 
in  difcuffiouy  I  allow,  Sir,  that  it  is  our  duty  not  to  mix  the 
queftions.  I  allow  that,  at  a  moment  like  the  prefent,  it  is 
incumbent  on  us  limply  to  look  at  the  queftion  of  the  high 
price  of  provifions,  and  to  enquire  how  the  evils  the  country 
fuffcrs  can  moft  effedually  be  cured.  Yet  we  muft  not  (kim  . 
over  matters.  It  is  indeed  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  find  the 
people  bread,  but  it  is  alfo  our  duty  to  find  them  ths  truth. 
If  war  be  not  alone  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  high  price  of 
provifions,  it  is  certainly  an  aggravation,  of  the  fuffcrings  of 
the  people.  The  war  then  ought  to  be  difcontinued.  The 
country  calts  out  peace  i  peace !  but  certainly  not  a  peace  on 
di: advantageous  and  difhoiiourable  terms.  Sooner  than  agree 
to  fuch  a  peace,  I  am  quite  fure  the  country  will  fubmit  to 
fiill  greater  privations;  the  poor  will  prefer  to  truft  to  the 
bounty  of  the  rich.  The  war  neccilarily  caufes  dearnefs  j 
and  not  in  the  article  of  corn  only»  but  in  every  article  of  fub* 
liftence.  I  did  not  think  the  Mimfter  could  have  attempted 
to  refute  this  truth.  Will  it  be  denied,  that  while  there  are 
300,000  men  employed  in  the  navy  and  army,  there  is  not  of 
neceifiiy  a  confiderable  warte  of  provifions  ? — Every  man  etn- 
ployed  in  fuch  fervice  caufes  thcconfumption  of  perhaps  five 
times  as  much  provifions  as  are  nfed  by  the  fame  number  of 
individuals  in  time  of  peace. — £A  cry  of  no!  no!  from  the 
Trcafury  Bench.] — It  feems,  Sir,  I  am  fuppofed  to  over-rate 
the  wade;  but  if  I  miilake  not;  it  does  equal  five  times  the 
confumption  in  peaceable  times. — [Mr.  Pitt  here  exclaimed 
with  fome vehemence^  *  oh!*] — The  Right  ^oa.  Gentlemaa 
WoL.  IV,  1800.  G  Wdf 
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may  cry  *  oh !'  birt  does  he  forget  that  he  has  recommended 
temperance  iix  the  prefent  difcullion.  Oh !  is  not  argument. 
t  repeat.  Sir,  the  .wade  cannot  be  much  Itk  than  (ivetimes 
the  proper  allowance  to  each  man  in  time  of  peace.  Will 
any  man  who  knpws  that  Malta  was  \]£lualled  from  Leader- 
ball  market  doubt  that  the  wafte  caufed  by  the  war  has  beea 
immenfe?  if  the  Hon.  Qentl,ctnan  fays  the  quantity  of  food* 
confumed  per  Hian  ha^.not  been  fo  great  as  fiv^  timers  the* 
i^rdinary  confumption  in  peace,  fay  it  has  been  four  time s» 
three  times,  or  even  twice  as  much — furely  it  will  not  be 
4emed  that  taking  the  wafte  at  the  lowed  of  thefe  rates,  war 
^oes  caufe  fcarciiy  and  confequently  dearnefs.  In  the  navyi 
the  tranfport  fervice»  and  in  the  viflualling  department,  tho 
conCnmption  of  perfons  who  hardlyever  ufed  any  animal  food 
%x  alU  the  wafte  is  of  neceffny  great  during  wan  To  which 
it  we  add  the  probable  expenditure  and  wafte  in -barracks  for 
the  cavalry,  regulars  and  volunteers,  and  in  general  through- 
out the  domtftic  departments  of  our  warlike  fyflem,  no  mail 
Vilio  is  any  thing  in  the  ihapc  of  a.Minifler,  will  deny  that 
^ar'isa  caufe  of  dearnefs  and  fcarcity.  Nay,  T  thould  won-t 
der  if  any  rcafonable  man  had  a  fmgle  doubt  6n  this  fub|e&. 
I  ibould  lament  if  I  Were  found  wrpng  in  this  refped.  One 
-word  more.  lAiy  God  forbid  that  the  war  (hould  not  be  tha 
caufef  for  if  it  Were  not,  the  fauation  of  the  country  would 
indeed  be  deplorable.  J3ut  believing  that  (he  war  is  the  great 
^aiife  of  oui-  fuffcrings,  I  hope  that  the  Houfe  in  finding  it  to 
}^Q  fo,  wiU.  ferimifly  turn  its  mind  to  feek  relief  in  peace.  A| 
the.  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  declined  faying  any  thing  at 
prefent  of  the  remedies  to  be^  particularly  propof^j  I  (ball 
alio  not  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubjed,  but  fliall  rcfervetnyfdf 
for  future  fiages  of  our  difcuflions.  Upon  the  lyhole,  I  do 
hope.  Sir,  the  Houfe  will  be  unanimous  on  the  prefent 
occafion. 

Mr.  KichfAU  contended  that  the.  war,  and  the  manner  iq 
v^hich  it  had  been  conducted,  were  the  real  caufe  of  the 
fcarcity  which  burft  out  in  1795  and  17971  as  well  as  of  th« 
prefent  fcarcity.  There  was  no  relict  for  the  country  but 
peace.  He  wifhcd  to  argue  the  point  with  Candour  r  it  was 
a  rule  with  him  "  naught  to  extenuate,  or  fet  down  aught  in 
rnalice,"  When  the  war  ftrft  began,  ihe  object  of  it  was  to 
famiOi  France— on  (^ject  molt  a (tii redly  unworthy  of  a  ge- 
nerous cou;ury,  and  a  humane  monarch.  Government  ne- 
glected to  import  corn  in  1753  and  1704,  and  hence  the 
fcarcity  which  afflicted  us  in  l^<)S-     Indeed  the  manner  iu 
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^hich  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  liad  treated  the  corn  meri 
chants,  Jeft  them  no  induccincut  to  import.  When  they  had  ^ 
imported  in  i796theimmcnrcquaiiiiiyof  i,o3o,o6oquarter$, 
what  was  the  conduct  of  government  ?  As  foon  Sis  the  corn 
had  been  ihippcd,  and  on  its  way  to  England,  government 
,  employed  their  agents  again,  and  funk  the  price  of  corn  to 
al..  46s.  per  quarter.  Government  broke  their  faith  to  them, 
and  when  in  May,  1798,  a  compenfation  was  propofcd  in 
^this  Houfe,  it  was  rejefled. 

In  1799,  the  coming  fcarcity  was  vifible,  yet  nothing  was 
done  to  prevent  it — the  famine,  therefore;  burft  early  out  in 
180c-  The  calamity  is  charged  upon  foreftallers,  regraters, 
and  monopolizers,  but  government  is  the  real  foreftaller^nd 
monopolizer:  it  is  government  that  aUforbs  the  fubf^ance 
of  the  country.  We  have  300,000  Tailors  ai)d  foldiers  to 
feed  ;  \re  have  an  immcnfc  army  afloat  under  General  Aber- 
crombie,  and  Sir  Janrles  Pulteney — how  much  more  do  they 
not  confume  than  if  they  were  at  home  ? 

They  are  fed  entirely  on  wheatcn  bread  and  butchers* 
meat ;   yet,  how  many  of  them  are  Irifhmcn,  tind  cottagers  '  - 
from  the  Northern  counties,  the  former  of  whom  when  at 
home,  principally  live  on  potatoes,  and  the  latter  on  barley- 
meal.      The  whole  army  and  navj  live  on  wlu^ateii  bread  and 
animal  food.     If,  therefore,  frugality  is  to  be  obferved  in  the 
confumption  of  thefe  articles,  it  mud   be  enforced  among 
the  army  and  navy.     War  always  promotes  wade,  while  it 
difables  the  farmer  from  prod^icing  the  neceflary  fupplv. 
Immcnfc  numbers  are  taken  from  produflive  and  tranfcend 
to  unprodoflive  labour:  and  if  It  be  true,  that  a  fmall  farrxi 
cannot  continue  produdlivc  if  the  farmers  Hock  of  labourers 
be  taken  away,  it  h  alfo  frue  of  a  whole  nation.     Does  not 
the  war  ihen-increafe  the  fcarcity,  fince  it  raifes  the  price  of 
wheat  to  36I.  inflead  of  18I.  ?  This  muft  inftigate  us  to  call 
for  peace — though,  for  his  part,  he  could  think  of  no  peace 
but  a  fuitable  and  reafonable  one.     The  diftreTs  lipder  whicH 
we  now  labour  is  alfo  jnfHy  imputable  to  the  creation  of 
paper-money.      The   iocreafed   ilFuc  of  paper-money  had 
ratfed  the  price  of  corn  both  in  France  and  America  at'  the 
period  of  their  revolutions;  and  it  willevery  where  alfo  raife 
the  price  of  every  other  article  of  provifions. 

Mr.  Grcf  faid,  fomething  uniifual  fecms  to  mark  the 
charader  of  this  night's  debate.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appears  more  folicitcuis  than  ordinary  to  court  and  recom- 
mend unanimity,  and  to  wilh  that,  if  poffiblc/it  (hoiild  be 

^^  ^  maoifefted 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


44  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS*    [GoMMOift, 

manifefted  in  adopting  the  propofed  addrefs.  In  that  willi 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  has  in  a  great  mealure  ac* 
quiefced,  and  forry  I  am,  that  from  fuch  an  opinion,  which 
fo  often  has  ferved  me»  as  an  encouragement  and  a  guide,  I 
(hould,  under  the  prefent  circnmdances  of  the  country,  feel 
myfelf  oblige«l  to  dilfent.  Still  more  forry  am  I  .  ir,  that  in 
9  crifis  like  the  prefcnt  unanimity  ihould  not  reafonably  be 
expeAed  ;  would  to  God  it  were  duly  deferved  1  But  does 
the  adminiftration  to  whofe  hands  our  affairs  are  entruded, 
jurtly  claim  that  unanimity  ?  if  we  look  (or  vigour  on  their 
part,  we  only  difcovcr  weaknefs;  if  for  wifdom,  folly;  if 
for  forefight,  raftinefs ;  if  for  concert,  di(lra<^ion  ;  if  for 
vigilance,  inattention  ;  if  for  energy,  reinifTncr?  ;  if  for 
oeconomy,  prof u (ion  ;  — fhall  we  then,  the  chofen  watchmen 
of  the  conflitiition,  and  the  delegated  guardians  of  the  public 
purfe,  fignalizc  by  a  (hew  of  unanimity  the  mean  and 
treacherous  dcfertion  of  a  truft  that  is  fuppofcd  to  be  confided 
to  honour  and  integrity.  But  if  on  the  other  hand  vigour 
and  promptitude  of  action  have  been  exerted  in  vain  to  give 
cfFe6l  to  our  enterprizcs ;  if  wifdom  has  didated  our  councils, 
though  foUy  has  marked  their  refults  ;  if  no  defeat  or  difafter 
that  has  tarnidied  our  arms,  or  eluded  the  dexterity  of  our 
meafures,  can  be  juflly  imputed  to  mal-adminiflration  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  if  Miniilers  have  fully  difcharged  all  the 
duties  of  able  and  provident  ftatefmen,  then,  if  under  fuch 
aufpiccs,  we  are  reduced  to  our  prefcnt  fit  nation,  that  fiiua- 
tion  is  indeed  deplorable  anddefperate  in.  the  extreme.  But 
it  is  from  that  very  gloom  and  defpair  that  I  would  fain 
flrike  out  a  ray  of  hope.  But  after  what  I  have  obfervcd, 
ftom  whence  can  this  hope  arife,  except  from  feeing  our 
affairs  placed  under  the  guidance  of  more  capable  hands,  or 
•at  leaft  expoftd  to  lefs  finiftrous  influence.  Then,  and  then 
only  can  we  txpc£l  to  weather  the  prefent  dorm,  theo  only 
can  we  reafonably  expe£l  to  be  faved.  Formerly,  and  in 
better  days,  it  was  ufual  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflioix  to  go 
into  a  review  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  an  examination 
of  the  ufe  which  Mini(lers  had  made  of  the  power  and  re- 
fources  that  had  been  eiitrufled  to  their  hands,  but  of  I|ite  no 
fuch  enquiry,  no  fuch  retrofpcft  has  been  attended  to.  Even 
now,  inftcad  of  blazing  forth  the  wonders  of  their  wifdom 
and  the  fplchdour  of  their  achievements  (the  wonted  theme 
for  fome  years  back),  Minifters  bring  nothing  forward  (the 
fpeech  is  reputed  theirs)  but  a  fpeech  of  omiflions.  They 
even  prefcribe  what  we  are  to  notice,  and  more  than  hint 
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that  wc  are  not  to  travel  out  of  the  record.  But  my  hon.. 
Friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  obPerved  that  we  were  bound  in 
duty  to  tell  the  people  the  truth ;  I  am  fo  far  happy  to  agree 
with  my  hon.  Friend.  The  omiflions  in  the  fpeech  I  there- 
fore in  duty  point  out,  and  unveil  te  the  country  the  whole  of 
the  truth.  1  cannot  therefore  agree,  that  an  addrefs  like  the  • 
prefenty  under  fuch  alarming  circumftances  of  the  country^ 
ihould  be  prefented  from  the  Commons  to  the  Throne.  The 
Commons  of.  England  muft  feel  anxious  to  examine  the  na- 
ture of  that  fituation,  and  to  inveftigate  all  the  caufes  from* 
which  it  has  unfortunately  fprung.  What  is  now  going  to 
be  propofedy  will,  I  fear,  amount  only  to  a  palliative ;  1  agree 
therefore  with  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  F.  Burdett)  that  there  is 
no  rea^  efficacious  remedy  but  a  peace.  To  the  war,  how- 
ever, I  do  not  concur  with  him,  in  afcribing  folclyour  prefent 
calamities — but  ftill  I  regard  the  war  as  aggravating  the 
diftrefs  which  unfavourable  feafons  may  have  produced.  On 
the  firft  day  of  the  feflion  it  might  naturally  be  t:xpeded  that 
Minifters  would  have  given  fome  account  of  the  refources 
they  had  been.  furni(hed  with  (refources  greater  than  any. 
that  had  ever  been  entrufted  to  any  of  their  prcdeccffors,  and 
a  force  greater  for  the  vigorous  profccution  of  war  tjian 
England  has  fcarccly  ever  raifed) ;  but  to  my  utter  aftoniflmient 
no  mention  is  made  in  the  fpeech,  either  of  navy  or  army, 
but  filence,  as  if  neither  had  exifted.  It  is  difficult  to  ac-^ 
count  for  fuch  a  glaring  omiflion.  When  they  can  brandifli 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Houfe  any  thing  like  fuccefs,  all  then  is 
exultation  and  fclf-panegyric  ;  and  if  it  be  argued  that  the 
force  with' which  they  have  been  armed,  and  the  refources 
With -which  they  have  been  fupplied,  have  been  fcandaloiifly 
mifcmployed,  or  improvidently  fquandered,  they  ,treat  the 
argument  as  a  wanton  clamour,  and  an  appeal  to  popular 
prejudice  and  indignation.  They  tell  us  the  calamities  and 
mifcarriages  of  the  war  are  not  Imputable  to  them — they  had 
no  fliarc  in  producing  them ;  but,  like  the  prefent  fcarcity, 
they  are  only  the  refult  of  ill-fortune^  z,s  that  is  folely  occa- 
fioned  by  tmfavourable  feafons.—How  different  their  lan- 
guage from  that  held  forth  laft  feffion  ?  They  had  adopted  the 
wiieift  plans  and  the  ableft  means  to  execute  them.  If  they 
failed  mi«forinne  was  the  caufe.  No  blame  cotild  attach  to 
them!  Yet  it  uill  not  be  denied  that  fortune  generally  fa- 
vours  the  bold ;  that  to  defcrve  fuccefs  is  toenfure  it  ;!that 
wifcfom  and'vigilance  command  chance;  and  that  misfortune 
and  failure  are  rare,  where  forefight  and  precaution  prefide  ; 
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that)  on  the  cor^trary^  (hallow  minds  take  refuge  in  low  \n^ 
trigues  ^nd  accidental  expedients^  and  then  they  become  the 
Ijport  of  every  whiff  of  fortune,  and  are  tofled  and  fcattered 
on  the  ocean  of  accident.  Bene  confulenth  bene  vigilariti  prof" 
fere  omniafuccedunt^  &c» :  Term  re  autem  improvide  que  agen  ibus 
Dii  ipjiviata  infefiiquejunt^  But  when  we  fee  that  repeated 
failures  have  vilited  all  their  meafures,  though  they  would 
charge  them  not  to  ill  condud,  but  to  ill  fortune,  1  muft 
therefore  exclaim  with  the  Poet — 

Some  flaw  thtn  in  pur  condu^  lies  btncath  \ 
And  *t is  the  tricks  of  fools  to  fave  their  crciiit 
That's  brought  another  language  intu  uie. 

Their  attempts  at  pacifications  appear  to  be  no  lefs  un« 
profperous  than  their  military  enterprifes;  when  their  allies 
were  fuccefsful  in  the  latter  they  rejeSed  all  pacific  over- 
tures— and  why  \  Becaufe  theie  was  infccurity  to  be  dreaded 
from  the  perfonal  chara£ler  of  the  man  who  got  hold  f  the 
reins  of  the  French  government,  and  that  it- was  necoffary  for 
the  rcpofe  and  intercft  of  Knrope  to  prevent  fuch  an  example 
of  fuccefsful  ufurpai  ion.  Wiiat  then  was  their  further  objcft 
oi  the  war?  To  overturn  that  new  French  government,  and 
^e-in(late  the  Bourbons  and  the  old  monarohy.  They  feemed 
to  be  fanguine  of  fuccefs  \  but  whoever  would  then  have 
fuggeded  to  them  what  fince  has  happened,  they  would  mod 
certainly  have  treated  him  as  a  gloomy  vifionary — for  what 
was  then  their  language  ? 

We  were  then  told  that  France  was  divided,  that  heif 
finances  were  ruined,  and  that  her  armies  were  dilorf^anired. 
With  our  confederates  every  thing  was  the  rew  rle ;  their 
fnilitary  force  was  immcnfe,  and  their  refources  were  inex- 
bauflibie.  England  (lood  inafituation  unparalleled  for  fe- 
curity,  for  glory*  for  power,  to  annoy  her  enemies-  An 
aftonifliing  difpt>fable  force  had  been  obtained  by  the  reduc* 
lion  of  the  militia,  and  the  lading  profperrty  of  the  coiSntry 
wasenfiired  by  the  eftabliihmcnt  of  a  folid  fyftcm  of  finance. 
Yet,  on  vain  hope  of  prefumptuous  expedatioos,  an  unin- 
terrupted feries  of  <lifafter  and  difgrace  fuccecd'jd—our  ene-* 
mies  are  triumphant,  and  we  are  humbled  in  the  dud.  Did 
this  proceed  from  the  fault  of  Minifters,  or  from  what  other 
caufe?  Thefe  ?re  quedions  which  we  this  night  have  un- 
doubted right  to  put,  and  which  Miniders  are  bound  to  an- 
Cwer.  They  allowed  that  every  thing  depended  upon  the 
cordiality  of  the  confederacy.  Did  they  not  iorefee  that  the 
confederacy  was  about  to  be  dlflblve^,  and  that  the  Emperor 
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Paul  would  Toon  recall  a11  his  forces  ?  They  had  no  fiich 
focefight.  Had  they  then  no  Ambafrador  at  the  Cciurt  of 
Pctcrlbiirgh,  or  is  the  nation  in^any  rcfpc.  \  benefited  by  tbeit, 
culpable  negligence  ?  Had  they  eifteriafned  a  furpicion  tif 
the  Northern  confederacy,  they  would  not  have  been  juftified^ 
furely,  in  ading  as  they  did.  But,  ha«i  not  the  Swedifli  Ibipt 
been  captured  before  that  period,  and  had  not  the  officer  who. 
cotnmandcd  them  been  led  out  to  execution?  If»  forefeeii^ 
thefe  events,  they  haughtily  reje^ed  the  overtures  of  Bona»<' 
parte,  they  were  guilty  of  nothing  ihort  of  downright  mad* 
nefsyand  their  behaviour  is  in  no  degree  lefs  crinntnal,  although 
they  did  not,  as  thefe  events  were  forefeen  by  all  the  world 
beitdes. 

But  what  do  they  tay  as  to  t-he  condud  of  the  war?  Forttine 
has  been  to  bldme.  Did  they  imagine  that  Bonaparte  and 
the  French  would  make  po  refiftance,  but  would  peaceably 
fubmit  to  be  conquered  and  enflaved.  Their  refources  werey 
by  their  own  confeffion,  great  beyond  example  ;  yfct  what 
have  tUey  doner  (  call  particularly  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  the  more  immediate  diredion  of  military 
affairs,  and  tor  whom  an  office  was  created  that  be  migbl 
Aiperintcnd  them  >^ith  grcaier  ef&<5l>,  to  irfform  us  in  whKt 
manner  he  has  ufed  the  trufl  confided  in  him.  He  had  tho 
uncontrouled  commahd  of  ^  mighty  army>  and  he  fwofefled 
his  fciifc  of  the  necertity  for  executing  fome  great  enterprife; 
yet -in  no  one  inftance  has  he  gained  an  objed  which  couId«  , 
iirany  degree,  contribute  to  the  fucceftof  the  war.  He  wiH 
tell  racT)t  xViaiia.  I  am  not  iticlined  to  d ifpa rage  this  acqut<« 
fitioD,  though  Ido  not  think  t>t  it  fo  highly  as  others  of  a 
more  bngnine  temperament  arc  inclined  to  do;  but  fureljr 
the  illand  of  K^alta  is  no  compenfation  for  the  expence  incum 
Tcd  in  keeping  on  foot  v;  V,ooo  men.  Even  this  we  did  not 
<on<}uer  by  our  arms,  but  by  being  ftarvi^  into  fubmiflion. 
To  the  patience  ^nd  gallantry  of  our  fleets  which  blockaded 
it  clofely  for  a  period  of  two  years  the  grcateft  praifeisdue^ 
and  to  them  the  \vholc  merit  of  the  conqueft  is  ftridly  do«% 
The  note  of  preparation  refounded  throughout  the  ifland,«and 
the  greatcd  ejcpefiations  were  excited.  Two  attempts  weiM 
made,  it  is  true,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  one  in  Italy,  aikl  one 
on  the  coaft  of  France ;  but  both  completely  failed.  Sir 
Ralph  Abcrcrombie  had  almdfl  failed  into  the  port  of  Genoa 
attcr  it  wa$  in  the  poircilion  of  the  French ;  and  the  expedU 
fion  under  Sir  }ames  Pulteney  at  Belleifle,  and  wherever  it 
ivetit,  WAS  c6mpieteiy  difcoo^ted.    ThoHgh  they  bad  all  the- 
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means  they  could  defire  in  their  power  in  September,  they 
had  not  even  attempted  ^ny  thing  before  May.  Should  we 
then  re-echo  a  fpeech  to  the  throne  which  approves  of  fuch 
conduS  by  not  condemning  it ;  our  hiftory  for  the  lad  year 
is  mod  humiliating  and  mortifying,  particularly  when  com* 
pared  with  that  of  our  enemy's.  Bonaparte  did  not  com© 
into  office  till  two  months  after ;  he  found  every  thing  in  a 
ftate  of  confufion,  diforganization  and  weaknefs ;  yet,  did  he 
in  a  (hort  time  carry  an  army  acrofs  the  fnows  of  St.  Bernard, 
and  expel  the  Auftrians  from  Italy  ?  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
affirming  that  there  is  only  this  alternative,  our  planj  have 
been  moft  abfurd ;  or  mod  (hamefully  executed. — At  Ferrol, 
our  army  (hewed  itfelf  on  the  heights,  and  immediately  re* 
embarked ;  and  at  Cadiz,  even  fo  much  was  not  done.  The 
lad  tranfadion  will  not  bear  examination.  The  attack,  it 
will  be  faid  perhaps,  was  part  of  the  preconcerted  plan  of 
operations;  perhaps  it  was ;  but  was  there  not  time  to  coun- 
termand it }  Sir  James  Puiteney  refuHng  to  remain  oflF  Cadiz, 
but,  perfifting  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar,  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  one  advantage,  that  of  affording  an  opportunity 
to  Minifters  to  defire  the  troops  to  defifl  from  the  enterpcife. 
But  while  the  delay  gave  the  Spaniards  time  to  prepare  fop 
our  reception,  it  did  not  fave  us  from  the  difgrace  and  igno- 
miny we  were  deflincd  to  incur.  The  expedition,  I  have 
heard  it  faid,  was  meant  zs^l  feint ;  a  feint  1  to  conceal  what 
other  enterpriie )  The  only  way  in  which  it  could  hurt  the 
Spaniards  was>  in  forcing  them  to  fend  troops  into  a  place 
infefted  with  the  plague,  and  bad  as  my  opinion  is  of  Mini- 
fters,  I  cannot  poffibly  impute  to  them  fuch  an  intention. 
Inftead  of  being  weak>  arrogant,  fhort  fighted  men,  they 
mud  in  this  cafe  have  been  demons.  The  policy  of  an  at- 
tack upon  Spain  at  all  is  very  problematical.  We  are  carry- 
ing on  a  war  againd  Jacobinifm,  not  to  plunder  the  Spaniards* 
Miniders  have  frequently  faid,  that  they  did  not  a£l  cordially 
with  the  French ; — was  this  a  method  to  difgud  them  dill 
more  with  their  allies,  and  to  revive  in  their  bread  their 
former  aifedions  ?  1  hefe  fruitlefs  attempts  mud  have  irritated 
and  exafperated  jhem  againd  us,  and  reconciled  thein  to  our 
enemies.  Had  we  been  fuccefsful  even,  we  (hoiild  have  ex- 
cited in  fome  a  defire  to  call  in  the  affidance  of  a  French 
,  army,  by  which  we  mutl  have  been  fpeedily  repulfed.  The 
evil  would  not  have  ended  here,  for  it  is  not  to  be  d(mfated 
that  if  the  iPrench  had  once  eroded  the  Pyrennees,  they  would 
have  perfided  in  marching  agaiuft  Portugal,  and  would  thua 
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liave  dq)rived  us  of  a  valuable  branch  of  trade^  and  an  old  an4 
faithful  ally.  What  muft  we  think  of  expeditions^  the  mif- 
carriage  of  which  is  fortunate  to  the  country  which  fetsthem 
out 

Leaving  thefe  topics  for  future  dircuifion.  and  I  truft  that 
they  will  Toon  be  fully  difcufled,  I  (hall  proceed  to  fay  a  few 
^ords  upon  the  fubjed  more  immediately  treated  of  in  hr« 
Nlajefiy's  fpcech.  The  right  hon  Gentleman  lays  the  whfte  . 
blame  of  the  prtfent  fcarcity  on  the  feafons.  From  all  the 
information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I  am  very  much  in- 
duced to  fufpend  my  opinion  as  to  the  (hare  of  our  diftrefles^  • 
vhich  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  badhefs  of  the  fcafbn.^,  but 
that  that  is  not  the  only  caufe  1  am  ready  mod  boldly  to  affirm* 
The  taxes  impofed  upon  the  farmer,  and  the  higher  wages 
he  is  obliged  to  give  his  labourers,  from  the  numbers  inlifting 
into  the  army,  compel  hfm  to  raife  the  price  of  his  corn  that 
he  may  be  able  to  pay  his  rent.  The  rij^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
concludes  that  war  can  have  no  peculiar  tffeft  to  enhance  the 
price  of  provUions  becaufe  wheat  was  cheap  'upon  97.  Biit 
it  appears  from  the  moft  authentic  documents,  that  all  kinds 
of  corn  was  dearer  during  the  coiirfe  of  the  feven  years  war, 
than  during  the  feven  years  which  preceded  it,  and  that  ex- 
clufive  of  the  years  of  particular  fcarcity  we  have  lately 
cxperience<f,  wheat  has  been  eight  (hillings  per  quarter  higher 
during  the  Jive  cheapcft  years  of  the  prefent  war  than  it  was 
between  88  and  93.  Sir,  war  muft  necelfarily  fend,  in  various 
ways,  to  produce  the  fymptoms  of  fcarcity  Thoufands  are 
taken  from  laborious  and  produ<5tive  occupations  to  run  idle 
andconfiime  what  is  produced  by  the  labour  of  others.  If 
eachof  ihcmde)ts  notexa^ly  eat  five  times  as  much  as  he  did 
before,  yet  certaiiily  the  eifcd  his  change  of  life  produqes  in 
bringing  about  fcarcny  is  as  great  as  if  he  did  ;  for  inftead  of 
living  oft  vegetable  diet,  he  mutt  now  be  fed  with  beef  and 
n^utton  ;  ^nd  it  is  well  known  that  it  requires  five  times  as 
much  land  to  maintain  a  man  who  lives  on  animal  food  as 
another  who  tattes  nothing  but  vegetables. 

1  he  right  hon.  Gentleman  dated,  that  he  was  not  Aire  but 
monopoly  might  have  fome  fl^arc  in  creating  the  high  price. 
I  am  of  the  fame  opinion,  though  I  adhere  moll  fteadily  to 
the  principles  of  Adam  Smith,  and  maintain  that  in  general 
all  apprehenfion  from  unfair  dealing  is  <fhirr\ericaK.  But  the 
evil  arifiMg  from  this:  fource  I  afcribe  folcly  to  the  war.  In 
time  of  peace  the  demand  is  conftani  and  regular ;  and  fpe- 
^ulation  never  will  be  extended  beyond  the  wants  of  the  com- 
VoL.  IV.  1800.  H  ^  munity. 
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tniinity.  But  now  fleets  are  to  be  viSualled,  armies  fuddenly 
called  together  are  to  be  fed,  and  expeditions  are  frequently 
fitted  out.  Thus  a  fpirit  of  adventured  is  generated,  and  en« 
terprifmg  men  may  take  advantage  of  the  facility  of  raifing 
money  to  fpeculate  to  an  exceptionable  degree* 

Mr.  G  ey  then  adverted  to  the  corn  laws  ;  he  approved  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  fubje£l  was  mentioned  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fpeech,  and  deprecated  all  ralhnefs  Cfr  precipitancy  in 
altering  the  fyftem  which  now  prevails.  The  beft  way,  he 
faid,  to  procure  an  ample  fiipply  of  corn  was  to  leave  the 
commerce  in  that  article  completely  unfettered)  and  to  pro- 
teif)  from  all  violence  the  grower  and  the  dealer.  The  Axing 
of  a  maximum  he  was  confident  would  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
country,  The  experiment  was  tried j  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
II.  when  it  was  produdive  of  the  mod  deplorable  effects. 
In  Scotland,  likewife,  the  attempt  proved  aimoft  equally  fatal. 
Againft  this  meafure,  therefore,  they,  had,  to  ufe  a  favourite 
cxpreflTion,  **  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fafls."  He  cor- 
dially approved,  likewife,  of  that  part  of  the  fpeech.  which 
mentioned  the  temporary  diftuibances  which  had  taken  place 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
malignity  and  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  took  advantage  of  the 
difficulties  in  which  we  were  involved,  to  flir  up  the  people 
to  a3s  of  viuk  nee  and  outrage.  He  coulcl  not,  in  this  place, 
forbear  payitrg  his  tribute  of  applaufe  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  mobs  in  the  city  of  London  had  been  quelled  by  the  tem- 
perate and  fpirited  condu6l  of  the  worthy  Chief  Magiftrate. 
His  humanity  equalled  his  energy;  he  difplayed  both  in  a 
very  high  degree,  and  had  thus  acquired  the  rare  honour  of 
maintaining  tranquillity  without  bloodfhed,  while  the  people 
■were  ftrongly  inclined  to  be  turbulent.  As  there  would  be 
future  opportunities  of  difcuffing  the  quefiion  of  peace  and 
war,  he  Ihould  not  at  prefchi'epter  upon  it ;  but  there  was 
one  explanation  which  he  could  not  retrain  from  then  calling 
upon.  It  was  faid  that  we.  could  not  enter  upon  a  feparate 
negociaiion  confidently  with  our  engagements  with  our  allies. 
With  what  allies?  it  would  fcarcely  be '  faid  that  we  were 
fettered  by  any  engagements  with  the  Emjseror  of  Rudia, 
and  the  Emperor  o/ Germany  was  now  aftualfy  treating  wivTi 
the  French  Republic.  No  principle  of  gof>d  iaith  prtvcnrcd 
us  from  entering  upon  whatever  fpecies  of  ncgociatioij  We 
thought  fit.  He  was  glad  to  fee,  however,  thai  a  joint  ncgol 
ciation  feemed  to  be  reckoned  defirable ;  but  could  not  hcb 
9igain  regretting  that  the  idea  had  been  (hunued  when  we 
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might  have  engaged  in  it  in  circumftanceil  fo  much  more 
faTourable  than  the  prefent*  Befides  that  the  addrefs  totally 
approved  of  the  condij6t  of  Ministers,  he^^ould  not  vote  for;i 
ii  likewife,  as  the  lad  paragraph  feenied  to  hitti,  if  not  to  his 
hon.  Friend,  to  give  Mtnifters  credit  for  an  anxious  dedrd  foi^ 
peace.  That  they  would  have  no  objedions  to  it  if  the  . 
Bourbons  were  reftored,  if  they  had  brought  their  teilum 
intirnecinum  to  a  profperous  concluflony  he  could  eafily  con-^ 
ceive.  But  if,  after  the  manner  in  which  they  tiianked 
Providence  for  the  failure  of  the  lad  negociation,  that  they 
were  inclined  to  treat  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France* 
there  would  be  no  one  fo  credulous  as  to  believe.  Mr.  Grey 
concluded  by  making  a  folemn  appeal  to  the  candoury  and 
integrity,  and  feelings  of  the  Houfe.  He  called  upon  thofe 
i^ho  had  fupporied  uniformly  the  Minider  in  this  difaftrous 
war,  to  conflder  into  what  a  (late  they  had  thus  brought  thetf 
native  country.  He  demanded  of  thofe,  and  their  number  he 
knew  to  be  condderable,  who  had  lad  winter  inwardly  di(ap-* 

5 roved  and  fecrctly  condemned  Lord  Grenville's  anfwer  to 
4.  Talleyrand,  whether  their  confciences  did  not  now  fmite 
them  for  the  vote  they  had  given  ?  If  the  country  now  groans 
under  a  load  of  mifery,  (he  fat  down  by  faying),  if  we  have 
loft  all  our  boafted  advantages,  if  every  entcrprife  has  failed, 
if  our  enemies  have  been  fuccefsful  in  proportion  as  we  have 
been  unfortunate,  ought  we  not  on  the  very  firft  day  of  the  . 
SeiTion,  to  fcrutinize  the  condudl  of  thofe  under  whofe 
aufpices  thefe  things  have  happened;  ought  we  not  above 
all  to  demand  an  account  of  that  furpius  power  with  which 
they  were  intruded,  and  with  which  they  boaft  to  have  pro- 
moted the  welfare  of  the  State,  but  which,  in  their  hand^« 
has  ferved  to  render  its  difafters  more  affliding,  and  itsdif- 
grace  more  indelible  r 

Mr.  (irfy  then  concluded  with  moving  as  an  amendment 
ilVit  the  laft  fentence  in  the  addrefs  Ihould  be  left  out. 

Mr.  Dundi5Cou\A  hardly  have  believed  that  there  would 
have  been  one  man  found  in  the  Houfe  or  out  of  it,  who 
could  have  difapprovcd  of  the  addrefs  moved  to  be  presented 
to  his  Majcfty.  If  the  fuggeftlons  of  fome  gentlemen  were 
to  be  regarded  as  hints  of  motions,  it  muft  even  be  meant  to 
negative  the  addrefs.  Now  this  would  be  to  return  no  an- 
fwer to  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpccch.  Surely  the 
Houfe  was  not  prepared  to  adopt  fuch  a  proceeding. '  In 
regaid  to  the  aiTertion  of  his  privileges  and  of  the  praftice  of 
ihe  Houfe  which  the  hon.  Member  who  jufl  fat  down  made 
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in  fo  vehement  a  toQC,  no  one  would  think  of  contefting 
either  the  privilege  or  the  general  pradice.  Unqueftionably 
M'iiiflers  might  very  juitly  be  called  upon  at  the  commence- 
n^ent  of  a  felTioni  to  give  an  account  of  their  adminiflratiua 
of  the  public  revenues  voted  to  them  for  the  public  fervices 
during  arccefs;  but  the  prefcnt  meeting  differed  fo  much 
from  moft  others,  that  the  rule  might  with  ftrifl  propriety 
be  obje£lcd  to.  The  Uoufe  was  aflembled  to  conCder  of  the 
ftate  of  the  country  in  regard  to  the  price  of  provifions;  if 
ever  there  was  an  occafion  when  heats  and  afperiti^s  of  party 
ought  to  be  fubdued  th^  prefent  mud  be  one.  The  fpeechy. 
with,  a  wifdora  which  the  candour  of  one  hon  Gentleman 
admitudy  avoided  any  topics  which  might  of  necefliiy  lead  to 
party  warmth^  yet  the  hon«  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  ap-» 
peared  to  lament  nothing  fo  much  as  that  the  fpeech  did  not 
contain  expreflions  which  much  caufe  controverfy.  How* 
ever,  the  hon.  Gentleman  took  pretty  good  care  to  make  a 
long  fpeech,  and  perhaps  it  was  fully  as  much  "to  the  purpofe 
a^  it  would  have  been,  had  the-a<3ual  fnbjed  before  the  Houfe 
been  the  fole  occafion  of  it.  But  in  point  of  fad,  the  honr. 
Qentleman  only  delivered*  with  (bme  alteration  of  manner^ 
ahd  under  fome  new  delufions  of  eloquence,  the  fpeech  which 
he  made  in  the  lad  feflion  of  Parliament.  This  obfervatioR 
might  be  faid  to  convey  a  farcafm;  but  did  not ;  ih^  Houfe 
kiiew  that  feveral  of  the  topics  of  the  hon.  Member's  fp.ef ch 
were  drawn  from  evjeats  and  circumdances  which  happened 
twelve  months  fince*  Yet  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  fo  often 
referred  to  him  ;  fo  often  had  he  heard  himfelf  called  upon 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  war,  that  he  mud  appear  callous  did  he 
not  fay  a  few  words  in  anfwer  to  his  pointed  obfervationa* 
Hf  was  ready,  notwithdanding  his  reproofs,  tojudify  his 
conduct,  to  trace  it  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  war, 
to'  purfue  its  progrefs  from  day  to  day,  to  edimate  its  various 
changes  and  fuccefles,  and  fairly  to  draw  the  balance.  On 
(iich  a  calculation  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  prefent 
was  the  mod  fuccefi-ful  war  that  ever  this  country  was  en- 
gaged in.  Gentlemen  ntight  fmile,  but  this  was  an  account 
that  Gentlemen  could  fettle  between  ihemftlves.  There  wa» 
no  quarter  of  the  globe  on  which  they  could  not  calculate  the 
conqueds  of  the  Britidi  arms  ;  in  the  Wed  Indies,  the  whole 
of  thofe  iflands,  except  Guadaloupe ;  in  the  Ead,  the  whole 
of  the  Dutch  fettlements,  and  the  didiculty  that  now  re* 
maincd  was  to  know  againd  what  part  of  the  enemy's  poflef- 
fions  he  was  now  to  turn  the  arms  of  this  country.     This. 
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vcas^an  anfwer  to  the  hon.  Gentleaian*s  enquiry,  when,  he 
alked  what  was  the  next  projed  that  he  (Mr  Dundas)  had  to 
propofe,  when  he  had  not  left  one  valuable  pofleffion  with  the 
enemy,  except  what  belonged  to  Spain.  ■■  On  the  prefenft 
campaign,  he  differed  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  moft  mate- 
rially on  the  fubjed  of  thofe  doubts  which  he  (Mr  Grey)  held 
of  its  value,  for  in  his  own  opinion  it  was  one  of  the  moft 
important  conquefis  we  coi^Id  make,  and  that  day  may  come 
when  every  man  would  feel  the  force  of  hk  afleriion.  The 
bon.  Gentleman  afked  what  ufe  had  been  tnade  of  thofe  im« 
menfe  armies  which  had  been  raifed,  and  why,  if  eflfedually 
employed,  they  were  not  employed  on  the  coaft  of  France* 
On  Qich  a  destination  he  would  not  differ  widely  from  hint 
(Mr.  Grey)  were  they  not  (iill  more  effi;(9ually  employed  iik 
fuch  an  a£liial  clofe,  compaS  co-operation  with  our  allies,  as 
to  take  the  beft  diredion  for  their  fupport  upon  the  continent^, 
and  did  remain  fo  until  the  battle  of  Marengo.  The  opinions 
of  able  men  have  fince  been  decided  as  to  the  bed  point  o£ 
attack;  but  he  would  afk  the. hon.  Gentleman,  whether  the 
difpofition  of  a  part  of  that  force  in  the  Britifh  Channel,  and 
a.flying  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  comply  with  the 
wiflies  of  our  allies,  was  fo  exceptionable.  So  far  from  being 
fo  exceptionable,  he  would  infift  that  the  conda£t  of  his  Ma* 
j^fty*s  Minifters  was  fuch  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  fays  it 
fliould  be,  and  fo  far  from  incurring  the  charge  of  incapacity 
or  remiflhefs,  they  defervcd  the  higheft  praife.  One  expref- 
fion  he  (Mr.  Dunda?)  particulady  noticed,  which,  in  the; 
vehemence  and  rapidity  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  eloquence^ 
feemed  to  have  efcaped  from  him,  which  was,  that  Minifters 
fliould  have  forefeen  the  fcrious  confequences  thar  mud  have 
arifen  from  the  eventual  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Marengo,  on 
which  the  whole  fate  of  Eiiroper  as  on  a  hinge,  had  turned, 
and  was  determined  by  the  iffueof  this  one  conteft.  If.fo, 
he  would  then  aiSc  the  hon.  Gentleman,  what  would  he  have 
faid  if  the  event  of  that  day  had  turned  out  the  contrary  of 
what  it  did?  The  fubfequent  events  'were  then  dated  by  the 
hon-  Gentleman  as  matter  of  aggravation,  though  Govern-^ 
ment  had  aded  with  wifdom  and  confidency*  Should  the 
Northern  powers  have  formed  their  threatened  combinationv 
did  he  not  fee  the  neceffiiy  for  this  country  to  get  up  its  force? 
and  did  he  not  fee  withequi^l  propriety  the  wifdom  of  Go* 
vernment  in  alarming  the  coad  of  Spain?  Cpuld  it  be  called 
an  improper  appropriation  of  the  force  of  this  country  to  lend 
that  aid  to  Portugal,  and  kct^^  the  Spanidi  force  at  home? 

For^ 
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FoTf  hdwcver  difpofed  Spain  may  be  to  difTolve  thofe  ties  of 
friend(hip  and  aUiance  that  fubfifted  between  her  and  Portu* 
gal»  it  was  ftill  the  duty  of  this  country  to  provide  in  the  bed 
manner  (he  could  for  that  (late,  and  this  was  a  main  objed  of 
its  confideration  and  forefight.  He  was  proud  and  happy  to 
congratubte  Great  Britain  upon  her  naval  force,  which  was 
of  itfelf  efficient  and  able  to  contend  with  all  the  reft,  and  to 
kcm  the  fleets  of  Spain,  which  were  indrumentsin  the  hands 
0(  France,  in  check  and  awe.  He  would  further  afTert  that 
thofe  gallant  officers  to  whom  this  force  was  committed  had 
made  the  bed  ufe  of  the  difcretion  they  were  entrufted  with* 
and  were  far  above  any  imputation  that  could  be  made  againft 
them.  The  hon.  Gentleman  he  thought  was  rather  a  little 
indelicate  in  his  attack  upon  thofe  officers,  which  (hotrld  be 
made  when  they  were  prefent.  Thus  far  he  would  fay  in 
defence  of  the  condi^ft  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  and  the  war, 
which  put  the  greatcft  part  of  the  enemy's  poflcflions  into  the 
hands  of  this  country,  and  which  gave  fccurity  to  our  own 
abroad.  He  did  not  expe£t  to  he  brought  to  this  explanation, 
though  he  felt  himfelf  equally  interefled  at  times  inpublifhing 
his  condud,  together  with  thofe  with  whom  he  co-operated. 
With  regard  to  the  other  parts  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
fpeech,  they  bad  been  before  difcuiTed  and  anfwered;  he 
would  therefore  no  longer  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe, 
but  give  his  aflent  to  the  motion  for  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  T.  Jones  (Mf  that  he  could  not  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  the  war  was 
not  the  caufe  of  the  famine  which  well  nigh  invaded  the 
country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  though  he  confidered  Parliament 
to  be  called  together  at  the  prefent  early  period,  to  difchargc* 
a  preliminary  duty  in  applying  a  remedy  to  an  exifting  evil, 
and  though  he  did  not  think  his  hon.  Friend  was  the  lefs  to 
be  commended,  becaufe  he  entered  difFufively  upon  the  main 
queftion  which  afFedted  the  country,  yet  he  would  wil)i  to 
confider  the  State  as  a  vefl'el  which  got  damaged  upon  a  rock, 
from  which  dangerous  fituation  it  was  the  duty  of  the  crew 
to  difengage  her  firft,  and  then  to  call  the  mafter  to  account 
for  his  negligence. 

Dr.  Lawrence  in  a  (hort  fpeech  oppofed  the  idea  of  a  maxi- 
mum. 

Mr.  IVilberforce  hoped  Parliament  would  (hew  a  determi- 
nation to  liften  to  every  information  that  could  be  obtained 

relative 
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relative  to  the  fcarcity  which  prevail«d,  and  that  the  enquiry 
ivould  be  openlyt  diligently,  and  impartially  conduced. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  diviHon,  and  the 
original  motion  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Bragge  moved»  that  the  Houfe  fliould  go  into  a  coin«- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  conGderation  the  en«- 
couragement  to  be  given  for  the  importation  of  corn  into  the 
kingdom,  which  was  ordered  to  fit  the  next  day. 

Mr.  y/Vrwry  intimated  his  wi(hes  that  a  feted  committee 
ihould  be  appointed  to  probe  the  evil  effectually,  and  that  the 
bank  diredors  (hould  be  examined  on  the  matter. 

The  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  as  the  objeA  of 
the  committee  juft  ordered  was  to  take  eiFe£tu'al  meafures  to 
remedy  the  evil,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  they  (hould  fee 
the  expediency  of  any  fuch  fuggeftion,  they  would,  no  doubt, 
adopt  it. 

Mr.  Ttemey  faid,  as  various  publications  were  gone  abroad 
upon  this  extremely  delicate  queftion,  containing  opinions 
which  ihould  be  no  longer  afloat,  he  thought  no  mode  fo  ef-  * 
feSual  as  a  iilent  committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fuggefted  another  meafuie 
as  bringing  relief,  to  which  there  could  be,  he  faid,  no  objec- 
tion ;  he  meant  the  topping  of  the  didilleries,  for  the  faving 
of  grain.  This  it  would  be  faid  would  diminifh  the  nuoiber 
of  cattle  which  were  fed  upon  the  grains  ;  but  this  in  point 
of  provifion  was  an  article  which  bore  no  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  grain  that  would  be  faved,  and  turned  into  fur.  • 
tenance  as  food.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  k 
bill  for  (topping  the  diftilleries,  for  a  time  to  be  limited.-^ 
Granted. 

He  next  moved  for  leave  for  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exporta- 
tion of  all  forts  of  provifions  for  a  limited  time. — Granted. 
And  alfo  for  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  rice.-** 
Granted. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  NOV.  12,   l8op. 

Their  Lordfliips,  at  two  o'clock,  proceeded  to  St  James's, 
to  prefent  the  addrefs  voted  by  them  the  preceding  day  to  the 
King. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    NOV.    12. 

Lord  Gfanvllk  Levifon  Gotuer  and  Mr,  Elliot,  took  the 

oaths  and  their  feats. 

Petitions 
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Petitions  were  prefented  from  the-prifoners  confined  in  the 
gaols  of  Northampton  and  Peterborough,  praying  for  an  a& 
of  infolvency. 

Lordf  Sheffield  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Hoiife 
an  account  of  the  quantities  of  grain  imported  into  the  dif- 
iierent  port$»  difltnguiOiing  each  port,  from  the  4th  of  January 
fo  the  4th  of  OSober,  i8cx). — Ordered. 

Mr.  Abbott  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
cxptrihg  laws. — Ordered. 

The  refpedive  annual  committees  were  then  appointed, 
and  the  ufual  (landing  orders  made. 

Mf  •  R  fe  brought  up  a  bill  for  prohibiting,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  the  ufeof  corn  indiniileries,  and  alfo  the  making  of 
fiarch  ;-*-a  bill  for  prohibiting,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the 
exportation  of  rice,  and  indemnifying  perfons  for  not  making 
good  agreements  made  for  fuch  exportation  ; — and  a  bill  to 
authorife  his  Mnjefty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  pro- 
viflons;  which  were  feverally  read  a  firll  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day,  to  conGder 
of  the  duties  on  home-made  fpirtts.     Ordered. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  KING. 

Sir  John  JVr^ttefley  brought  up  the  report  of  the  addrefs^ 
which  was  read  a  firft  time. 
On  the  motion  for  its  fecond  reading  being  put, 
Mr..  Grey  faid*  if  it  was  not  too  inconvenient  or  troublc- 
fome  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt,) 
he  fliould  requcil  fume  information  refpeding  a  few  points 
in  which  he  was  not  fufficiently  explicit  the  preceding  even- 
ing. Firft,  he  wi(hed  to  know  when  thofe  papers  were  to 
be  prefenied  which  were  to  inform  the  Houfe  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  his  Majefty's  Aiinifters  and  the  French 
Government  refpedling  the  negociation  for  peace  ?  The 
right  hpn.  Gentleman  had  (bted  his  intention  of  moving  for 
a  fvleft  committee  to  confider  of  the  objects  recommended  in 
his  Majefly's  fpecch,  and  he  wa>  defirous  to  know  when  the 
motion  was  to  be  made  f(ir  that  purpofe,  as,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  more  advifcabie  to  receive  infor  *  ation  upon  fo 
intereiling  aTubjcct  in  the  Houfe?  The  third  puint,  he  ap- 

})lied  tor  explanauon  on  was,  the  topic  alluded  to,  and  mea- 
ures  for  the  extenfion  and  improvement  of  agriculture. 
Upon  this  fubject  he  had  the  preceding  day  heard  of  nuihing 
but  Tome  loofe  ideas  thrown  out,  of  the  propriety  of  a  General 

Inclofure 
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Inclofure  Bill>  which  might  poflibly  meet  with  conltderabla 
difficuhies.  He  therefore  begged  leave  to  inquire,  whether 
Gentlemen  were  prepared  with  any  other  meafures  for  fur-» 
thering  this  object  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied  as  to  the  firft  in- 
cjiiiry  refpefling  the  correfpondence  between  his  Majefty's 
l^f  inifters  and  the  French,  that  he  ihould  have  the  honoMr  of 
prcfenting.  them  to  the  Houfe  the  next  day.  With  regard 
to  the  feCond,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  this  day  for  thsr 
appointment  of  a  feleft  committee,  compofed  of  fuch  Mem* 
bers  as  the  Gentlemen  might  think  proper,  and  in  which  all 
-who  attended  (hould  have  voices.  Undoubtedly  fome  preli-^ 
minary  inquiries  had  been  made ;  but  as  thefe,  on  many  ac- 
counts^ may  be  fuppofed  to  be  inaccurate,  it  was  right  that 
they  (hould  be  checked  and  correfted  by  the  local  inforii.atioa 
of  gentlemen  who  mud  be  fuppofed  well  acqmnntcd  with  the 
fubjed.  He  owned  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  molt  prcffing 
obje£ls  fliould  not  be  obftruded  by  abdrufe  inquiries  into  all 
the  remote  as  well  as  immediate  ohjcdls  of  the  fcarciiy,  and 
ivith  this  view  it  was  intended  that  the  bounties  lliould  be 
iroted  this  night ;  as  the  experience  we  had  of  the  g0(r<d  efFe<S(s 
of  that  meafure  lafty  ear  could  leave  us  at  prefent  no  doubt  as 
to  its  principle.  The  next  confideration  was  oeconomy  ia 
the  confumption;  the  beneficial  tendency  of  which  mult  be 
univerfally  apparent,  though  the  particular  mode  in  which  it 
might  he  beft  carried  into  cfFcft  would,  perhaps,  be  bcft  left 
to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  to  whom  fo  much,  or 
the  whole,  of  his  Majefty's  fpecch  would  be'  referred,  as 
relative  to  this  objc£t.  He  would  again  repeat,  that  their 
firft  attention  fliould  be  direded  to  providing  a  remedy,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  their  inquiries,  they  would  not  overlook  any 
of  thofe  caufes  which  might  feem  to  them  to  have  contribvited 
to  the  fcarcity.  As  to  the  agricultural  improvements  f^hich 
might  be  neceflary,  it  was  a  fubjefi  which  had  occupied  a 
confiderable  portion  of  his  thought,  but  he  felt  himfelf  by  no 
means  prepared  for  the  adoption  of  any  fpccific  meafure* 
without  farther  communication  with  thofe  who  had  better 
means  of  information.  Without,  therefore,  fp.eaking  parti- 
cularly of  the  propriety  of  a  general  inclofqre,  he  could  only 
exprefs  the  opinion  that,  whatever  tended  to  facilitate  inclo- 
fibres,  muft  be  at-all  times  defirable^but  particularly  fo  under 
our  prefent  circumdances.  It  was  evident  that  from  any 
improvement  in  this  way,  immediate  and  rapid  fupplies  could 
not  be  expeded,  but  their  progrcifive  advantages  would  at 
Vol  iV.  x8oo.  1  '      Icaft 
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kaft  remove  the  dangers  of  their  recurrence  at  a  future  period* 
There  was  another  point  of  inquiry  which,  though  only  alluded 
to  by  thehon«Gentl.emaniatheprecedingnight'sdebate,  would 
no  doubt  be  further  developed  in  the  courfe  of  deliberation, 
and  which  W9s  reprefented  as  requiring  a  feparate  committee. 
As  littleacquainted  ashe  was  with  the  precife  object  referred 
to,  he  coold  not  hetp  obferving  that  the  appointment  of  two 
diftinft  committees,  for  purpofes  which  may  as  well  be  in- 
veftigated  by  the  general  one,  could  not  be  adopted  without 
great  itKonvenience  and  unneceflary  delays.  Thus  far  he 
believed  he  had  afforded  all  th^  information  required  of  biin 
by  the  hont  Member  ;  and  if  he  was  not  more  explicit,  he 
trufted  it  would  not  be  imputed  to  refcrve,  or  want  of  ^andour^ 
but  from  a  wifh  to  abftainirom  any  premature  difcuifions, 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  doubted  how  far  a  committee  of.thc 
whole  Houfe  was  fufBcient  to  ascertain  the  caufes  of  the  pre- 
fent  fcarcity.  To  do  that,  he  thought  a  felefl  committee  was 
alone  competent.  He  confeffed  he  faw  no  better  remedies 
for  the  evil  we  had  to  encounter,  than  the  propoHtionsof  the 
right  hon.  Geni}eman  oppofiic,  (Mr.  Pitt),  relative  to  a 
bounty  upon  importation,  and  an  economy  of  confumption. 
He  did  not,  however,  fee  the  various  applications  of  the; 
public  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  in  the  fame  point  of 
view  with  many*  He  did  not  think  they  related  folcly  to 
improvements  in  agriculture  and  the  price  of  grain.  His 
ideas  upon  the  fubjed  went  much  deeper.  It  feemed  to  him 
that  the  people  of  this  country  looked  to  that  Houfe  for  a 
thorough  inveftigation  of  the  ftate  of  the  country.  He  did 
not  think  they  would  difcharge  the  duty  they  owed  to  the  * 
country,  if  they  confined  their  invefligation  fulcly  to  the  fear- 
city  and  the  high  price  of  corn,  without  endeavouring  to  gain 
any  information  relative  to  the  real  ftate  of  the  country.  A 
cooitnittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  had  been  fuggefled  as  the  moll 
proper  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  that  fcarciry,  and  the 
remedies  to  be  applied  :~hc  thought  difTerently.  It  would 
be  rccollefled  a  committee  was  appointed  in  the  year  1797, 
to  enquire  relative  to  a  deficiency  in  the  circulating  medium. 
On  that  committee,  thofc  Gentlemen  were  nominated,  who 
poflefled  the  greaieft  portion  of  information  upon  that  parti- 
cular fubjed,  for  the  inveftigation  of  which  the  committee 
uras  appointed.  Precifely  this  idea  he  wiflied  to  be  aded 
upon  in  the  prefentinftance,  that  the  greateft  poflible  quan- 
tity of  information  might  be  collefied  upon  the  prefent  Tub- 
.  ject^  and  that  thus  might  be  infured  a  full  and  fair  inveftigation 

into 
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into  the  caufesy  artd  correA  opinions  relative 
to  be  applied.  So  far,  however,  from  wifllir 
of  the  fcarcity  might  not  meet  with  the  great 
faid,  it  was  hts  earned  deflre,  and  with  th 
notice,  that  on  this  day  fortnight  he  (hould  i 
fiiittee  of  the  whole  Houfeon  the  ftateof  ihci 
the  whofe  ftrength  of  the  Houfe  might  be  col 
ter  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  country,  he 
jncvc  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe ;  for  though 
fomcwhat  irregular  to  comment  upon  the 
Houfe,  he  coui»l  not  help  faying,  that  upon 
much  magnitude  as  had  been  difculTed  on  tht 
ing«  the  attendance  had  been  too  thin  to  I 
the  public.  * 

Mr.  y^fffs  rofe,  and  obferved  the  addrefs 

diftinfl  parts,  upon  which  he  mud  pronounc 

opinion.     With   rcfpe£l  to  the  firft  part  he 

to  join  in  that  unanimity  which  had  alread] 

the  fubjeft.  Againft  the  latter  he  had  rifen  to 

protcft,  and  this  he  did  becaufe  it  iniinuated  I 

*  ftill  continue.     He  then  took  notice  of  the 

.  Dundas  on  the  preceding  evening,  that  the 

^  fuccefsful  war;  and  concluded  by  direSly  dc 

j  Mr.  Wilberforc€  ohjerved,  that  different  op 

;  >  relative  to  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  high  pri 

^  faries  of  life.     Many  conceived  there  exil 

but  others  who  perhaps  might   be  better  inf« 

fubjeS,  afTcrted  that  the  laft  harvcft  wasratli 

had  been  rendered  more  fo  by  being  begun 

a  period.     For  his  own  part  he  wilhed  to  ei 

tee-room  diverted  of  all  opinion  upon  the  i 

•  defirous  of  gaining  information.     He  hope 

*  refult  of  fuch  a  committee  would  be  founde 
tion  drawn  from  alt  parts  of  the  kingdor 
would  free  them felvcs  entirely  from  all  pr 

>  nions  upon  the  fubjcA.      He  was  anxioi 

country  (hould  be  convinced  that  that  Houfe  \ 
meafures  upon  the  information  they  had  cc 

\  upon  general  opinions.     The  high  price  of 

ficient  reafon  for  a  bounty  upon  importation 
dtsty  of  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 

{►rice,  and  where  they  foui^  a  degree  of  pi 
ower  orders  of  the  commtmity,  he  had  no  d 
extend  every  relief.    He  had  at  the  fame  t 

I  a 
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utmod  fatisfadion  in  comemplattng,  that  notwithdanding 
the  extreme  preflure,  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  the  people  wero 
directed  in  the  fiilieft  con6dence  to  their  rcprcfcntativcsy  and 
he  hoped  and  truftcd  they  would  experience  a  fellow  feeling 
in  return,  and  every  alleviation  pf  their  dillrefs. 

Mr.  Tierney^  in  explanation,  faid,  he  had  only  aflTuraed  that 
there  might  be  an  actual  fcarcity  for  the  fake  of  argument, 
but  he  did  not  mean  to  aflert  that  he  had  any  information  upon 
the  fubject. 

Mr.  IVilbtrforcey  in  explanation,  faid,  he  did  not  allude  to 
the  bon  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  in  particular^  but  to  the 
general  tendency  of  the  debate. 

The  addrefs  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  pafled,  and 
ordered  to  be  prcfented  by  the  whole  Houfe,  and  that  fu^^h  of 
ihe  members  as  were  of  his  Majefty's  privy  council  (hould 
wait  upon  his  Majefly  to  know  when  he  would  be  gracioufiy 
pleafed  to  receive  the  fame. 

His  Majefty's  fpeech  was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideratiou  the  next  day. 

CALL    OF    THE    HOUSE. 

Mr.  Tierney  rofe  to  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  He  was 
^ot  fure  that  the  cuftom  of  the  Houfe  would  admit  of  his 
moving  that  the  Houfe  (bould  be  called  over  in  ten  days,  from 
the  period  of  making  fuch  motion,  and  wi(hed  to  be  informed 
by  the  Speaker,  whether,  if  he  moved  the  call  for  ten  days, 
it  would  be  particularly  inconfiftent  with  ufage. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  moft  undoubtedly  fuch  motions  as 
that  hinted  by  the  hon.  Meml3'er,  had  been  made,  yet  were 
not  agreed  to ;  and  he  did  riot  remember  a  fingle  inftance  of  a 
call  of  the  Houfe  being  niovcd  for  at  a  ihorter  notice  than  a 
fortnight. 

\  Mr.  Tierney  now  moved  that  the  Houfe  might  be  called 
over  on  that  day  fortnight,  the  26th  of  the  prcfent  month. 

The  Chancel :or  of  the  Exchequer  declared  he  could  not  con- 
cur in  the  fentimcnls  of  the  hon.  Mover.  The  proclamation 
to  convoke  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  fenfe  every  one  muft 
feel  of  the  importance  of  the  fubject  on  which  the  reprefenta- 
tivcs  were  brought  together  to  deliberate,  would  feem  fuf- 
ftcient  to  promife  a  full  attendance.  Nothing  but  unavoid- 
able ncceflity  could  be  fuppofed  to  operate  on  the  abfent 
Members,  and  deter  them  from  attending  on  fuch  an  occafion 
in  their  places.  Who  could  be  certain  that  the  abfence  of 
feveral  was  not  the  confequence  of  multiplied  cafes  arifmg 
out  of  the  prefent  (late  of  the  country  \  woulditie  reprcfen- 
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latives  be  denied  the  choice  of  means  ?  he  might  choofe  to 
continue  in  the  country  in  the  exercife  of  benevolent  atten* 
lions,  or  trying  the  effcd  of  meafures  of  alleviation  and  cure. 
But  never  could  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  be 
lefs  conclufive  than  at  prefent.  Were  the  Houfe  to  confent 
to  delay»  the  country  might  in  the  mean  time  in  vain  expeA 
io  be  relieved  by  the  meafures  of  the  legillature,  unlefs  in« 
deed  committees  continued  their  labours;  and,  if  they  did« 
the  cW^St  of  a  motion  for  a  call  could  hardly  be  felt  in  fuf* 
ficient  time  to  operate  any  great  or  ufeful  change  in  the 
opinions  of  men.  It  furely  would  be  better,  under  all 
circumftance^,  therefore,  for  the  Houfe  to  do  that  in  the 
number  it  had  met,  which  it  might  eaflly,  than  wait  until  all 
the  reprefentatiyes  fliould  be  nflembled. 

Sir  IViJllam  Young  faid,  he  faw  no  neceflity  for  a  call  of  the 
Houfe  ;  but  at  all  events  a  call  could  anfwer  no  good  purpofc 
inacrifis  which  admitted  not  of  delay. 

Mr.  Tierney  replied,  that  however  the  hon.  Baronet  might 
undeidand  motions  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  the  pradice  was 
often  reported  to  by  our  anccdors,  and  was  the  Ame  to  which 
the  prefent  Miniftcr  himfelf  reforted  whenever  he  condderedi 
it  fuited  his  purpofe.  He  knew  of  no  better  avocation  lA 
which  Members  could  be  employed,  than  an  attendance  on 
iheir  parliamentary  duty  ;  and  as  military  duties  were  always 
excufcd,  his  motion,  fuppoiing  about  half  the  houfe  to  be 
now  in  town^  would  call  upon  no  more  than  about  170  gen« 
ilemen  from  djfFerent  pans  of  the  country.  If  the  public 
thought  that  their  reprefcntatives  were  better  employed  at 
home,  than  they  could  be  in  that  Houfe,  inftead  of  petitioning 
the  King  toaflemble  his  Parliament,  they  would  rather  have 
petitioned  him  10  abftain  from  doing  fo.  In  the  good  old 
limes,  a  call  of  ihe  Houfe  was  ever  accounted  a  wife  meafure* 
when  any  great  and  fudden  prefTure  was  felt,  or  a  great 
change  meditated.  It  was  not  decent  towards  the  country  in 
the  Minifter,  to  diflent  from  his  motion.  The  people  had 
boine  their  hardihips  patiently,  and  the  Mini(ler  might  wi(h 
to  fee  the  benches  full,  even  from  rcfpeft  for  the  feelings  of 
|he  country. 

The  Houfe  now  divided. 

For  the  motion         -        •        -        24 
Againft  it  ^  -  -  104 

Majority  -  -  ■    80 

BOqj^TIRS. 

Mr.  O.  '^jdtr  moved  the  Houfe  into  a  Committee,  tocon- 
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fider  of  certain  bounties  ta  be  allowed  for  corn,  &c.  to  be 
imported.     Mr.  Bragge  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Ryder  took  a  concife  view  of  the  quellion  of  boun- 
ties on  importation,  and  having  obfervcd  that  the  country 
derived  cirentia!  benefit  from  the  fpiril  of  enterprifc  to 
which  bounties  had  given  rife,  he  dated,  that  his  plan  was 
lo  propofc  an  extcniion  of  thofe  bounties.  The  propriety 
of  taking  this  ftep  would,  he  doubled  not,  be  acknowledged. 
He  would  propofe  bounties  on  barley,  oats,  rye,  and  rice, 
fo  that,  conlidering  how  produdivc  the  laft  harvest  was 
abroad,  we  might  expeA  a  fupply  in  a  ihort  time  and  for  a 
price  comparatively  fmall. 

He  then  propofed  that  the  Chairman  (hould  move  the  firft 
rcfolution,  which  was,  **  That  the  average  price  of  foreign 
corn  (hould  be  regulated  by  an  average  to  be  ft  ruck  fuble- 
qvent  to  its  importation,  and  publilhed  in  the  Gazette."" — 
This  i'as  the  leading  refolution,  which  he  would  propofe  as 
the  hitige  on  which  the  reft  depended. 

Sir  Wm.  7ii/w^  exprcflcd  his  readinefs  in  promoting  any 
meafure  that  had  a  tendency  to  alleviate  the  diftreflcs  of  the 
country,  but  was  of  opinion,  that,  notwiihftanding  every 
exertion  that  could  be  made,  there  would  be  a  neccflity  of 
introdticing  fuch  mixtures  into  the  qompofition  of  bread  as 
vrould  furnith  due  fuftcnance,  and  by  fuch  means  eke  out 
the  flour  that  remained,  which  of  itfelf  he  believed  not  to 
be  in  fufficient  quantities  for  the  fupport  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  given  before,  and  he  himfrif  fiiggrfted,  even  on  a  former 
occafion,  when  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  parochial  re- 
lief (hould,  in  a  great  degree,  be  made  up  of  fuch  fubfti- 
tutes  as  a  wlioleft^me  nourifliment  woifld  admit  of;  but  on 
the  particular  mode  there  were  various  opinions,  which  c«jld 
only  furnifli  that  information  which  was  neccflary  to  carry 
fuch  a  plan  of  relief  into  execution,  for  not  only  the  qualify 
of  relief  to  be  adminiftcred,  but  alfo  its  quantity,  was  matter 
of  importance,  and  this  could  only  bp  beft  obtained  from  a 
comrgittce  who  would  look  anxioufly  to  its  obje6l,  and  on 
whofe  provident  determinations  his  moil  fanguine  hopes  were 
founded.  *  The  liberality  and  humanity  of  the  magistrates  of 
this  country  had  already  far  out-ran  the  legiflature :  and  it 
-would  be  for  the  con  fide  rat  ion,  too,  of  ihc  committee, 
whether  the  relief  (hould  be  in  wages  or  by  a  rate.  This  he 
would  not  now  prefs  on  the  attention  of  Gentlemen,  but  it 
was  yet  to  be  known  whether  any  advance  in  i/rages  can 
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meet  the  exigencies  and  fupport  of  the  families  of  the  labour- 
-  ing  poor,  under  the  prefent  calamity.  The  fupply,  thcut 
that  feemed  ro  him  mod  practicably  to  be  obtained  was,  Aich 
as  would  be  drawn  from  the  introduction  of  wholefome  fub- 
(litntes,  which  would  make  up  the  deficiency  of  grain ;  and 
as  this  plan  would  ;ncet  with  every  aid  from  the  examples  of 
the  higher  orders,  who  would  be  economical  and  fpartng  iii 
the  ufc  of  flour,  he  had  no  doubt  but  we  ihould  remove  the 
prefent  gloom  which  hung  for  the  moment  only,  he  irufted^ 
over  the  country. 

Sir  /r«.  Pultenfj  Rated  his  opinion.  He  faid  he  doubted 
whether  we  (hould  receive  the  benefits  fo  much  to  be  wifbed 
for  from  the  plan  propofcd.  The  bounty  on  the  importation 
of  corn  was  fubjeft  to  exception.  The  merchants  who  im- 
ported laftyear  were  lofcrs:  and  we  mud  all  know  that  the 
bounty  goes  not  into  the  pocket  of  the  merchant,  but  of  the 
foreigner.  Thc.qiieftion  was,  whether  the  high  price  would 
Dot  operate  as  a  fufiicient  bounty  of  itfelf,  wheat  being  at  5 1. 
or  61.  the  quarter.  The  foreign  matkets,  he  feared,  would 
rife  with  ours,  and  prevent  the  exportation  of  grain  out  of 
foreign  countries.  He  approved,  however,  of  giving  aa 
indemliity  to  merchants,  and  thought  it  the  mod  eflfedual 
means  10  remove  the  evil ;  and  alfo  exprefled  his  wifhes  that 
due  encouragement  Oicjuld  be  given  to  the  importation  o£ 
Indian  corn. 

Lord  Hawhejhury  did,  he  knew  his  right  hon.  Friend 
wtlhed  to  get  all  the  information  on  the  fubjed  poiFible,  and 
fell  himfelt  obliged  to  the  hon  Baronet  for  his  fuggedions. 
He  had  inquired  into  the  loflcs  which  the  hon.  Baronet  faid 
the  merchants  fudained  lad  year,  and  from  all  the  infor* 
mation  he  could  get,  he  thought  that  buGnefs  was  rather  a^ 
profitable  concern.  His  Lordfliip  then  judified  the  datc- 
nientsof  his  right  hon.  Friend,  and  faid,  that  the  mode  novr 
propoTed  was  fuch  as  was  mod  likely  to  infure  an  importation  ; 
it  guarded  again d  the  fraudulent  pradices  of  falfe  markets^ 
and  gave  a  liberal  encouragement,  fuch  as  removed  every 
idea  of  danger  from  the  fpeci^laiiqn.  He  faid,  in  the  years 
179s  ^"^  179^  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  incurred 
by  the  public,  and  the  merchants  were  dill  lofers.  With 
refpeft  to  lad  year,  no  expencc  fell  on  the  public,  but  a  con- 
fiderable  fall  occurred  in  the  price,  efFe<5led  through  the 
mode  which  his  hon.  Friend  had  now  to  propofe,  and.  which 
appeared  to  him  the  mod  advantageous. 

Mt.  Alderman  Curtis  fpoke  a  few  words  in  favour  of 
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giving  every  encouragement  that  could  bring  corn  into  thcf 
country*  and  wifhed  that  every  exertion  (hould  be  made  that 
could  efFcft  the  immediate  relief  of  the  poor,  « 

Mr.  Dudhy  Ryder  then  propofed  that  the  average  price  of 
indemnification  Ihould  be  fixed  at  three  weeks  fubfequent  to 
importation. 

Mr.  Hobhaufe  thought  it  would  be  bed  to  take  this  average 
en  a  whole  month  Cubfequcnt  to  impprtation,  as  it  was  befl 
to  give  every  guarantee  we  Could  to  the  importer  againft 
lofs.     He  iiftened  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  plan  with' 
much  fatisfa6lion,  and  gave  it  his  hearty  approbation. 

The  following  refolutions,  granting  bounties  on  the  im« 
portation  of  grain  into  this  country,  were  then  voted  in  the 
committee : — 

That  the  average  price  at  which  foreign  corn  fliall  be  fold 
weekly  in  London  Ihould  be  afcertained  and  publifhed  in  the 
London  Gazette. 

That  there  be  given  on  every  quarter  of  wheat  weighing 
424  pounds,  which  fliall  be  imported  into  the  port  of  London, 
or  into  any  of  the  principal  ports  of  each  diftrict  of  Great 
Pritain,  before  the  ift  day  of  Oct.  1801.  a  bounty  equal  to 
the  fum  by  which  the  faid  average  price  in  London,  publifhed 
in  the  Gazette  in  the  third  week  after  the  importation  of 
fuch  wheat,  fliall  be  iefs  than  iocs,  the  quarter. 

That  there  be  given  on  every  quarter  of  barley  weighing 
352  pounds,  which  fliall  be  imported  into  the  port  of  London, 
or  into  any  of  the  principal  ports  of  each  diflrict  of  Great 
Britain,  before  the  jfl  day  of  October,  i^oi,  a  bounty  equal 
to  the  fum  by  which  the  faid  average  price  in  London,  pub- 
lifhed in  the  Gazette  in  the  third  week  after  the  importation 
of  fuch  barley,  ihall  be  Icfs  than  45s.  per  quarter. 

That  there  be  given  on  every  quarter  of  rye,  weighing  408 
pounds,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  the  port  of  London,  or 
into  any  of  tiie  principal  ports  of  each  diftrict  of  Great 
Britain,  before  the  ifl  day  of  October,  1801,  a  bounty  equal 
to  the  fum  by  which  the  faid  average  price  in  London,  pub- 
lifhed in  the  Gazette  in  the  third  week  after  the  importation 
of  fuch  rye,  Ihall  be  Iefs  than  65s.  per  quarter. 

That  there  be  given  on  every  quarter  of  oats,  weighing 
a8o  pounds,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  the  port  of  London, 
or  into  any  of  the  principal  ports  of  each  diflrict  of  Great 
Britain,  before  th^  ifl  day  of  October  1801,  a  bounty  eaual 
to  the  fum  by  which  the  average  price  in  Londoni  publiuicci 
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in  the  Gazette  In  the  third  week  after  the  importation  of 
fuch  oats,  ihall  be  tefs  than  30s.  per  quarter. 

That  there  be  given  on  every  barrel  of  fuperfine  wheatetl 
flour  of  1^6  pounds  weight,  which  (hall  be  imported  into 
fuch  ports  before  the  id  day  of  October,  1801,  and  fold  by 
public  fale  by  auction,  within  two  months  after  ittiportation, 
a  bounty  equal  to  the  fum  by  which  the  actual  price  of  each 
barrel  of  fuch  flour  fo  fold,  (hall  be  lefs  than  70S4 

That  there  be  given  ort  every  barrel  of  fine  wheaten  flour, 
of  196  pounds  weight,  which   ihall  be  imported  int.>  fuch 

S>orls  before  the  iR  day  of  October,  tSoi  and  fold  by  (public 
ale  by  auction,  within  two  months  after  importation,  a 
bounty  equal  to  the  fum  by  Which  the  actual  price  of  each 
barrel  of  fuch  flour  fo  fold,  ihall  be  lefs  than  68s. 

That  there  be  giVen  on  every  hundred  weight  of  rice» 
Svhich  ihal\  be  imported  intoTuch  ports  tn  any  (hip  which 
ihall  have  cleared  out  from  any  port  in  the  Ead  Indies,  before 
the  iftday  of  September,  1801,  and  which  (hall  be  fold  by 
public  fale,  a  bounty  equal  to  the  fum  by  which  the  actual 
price  of  each  huhdred  weight  of  fuch  riCe  fo  fuld,  (hall  be 
lefs  than  32s. 

That.therc  be  given  on  every  hundred  weight  of  ficie  from 
America  which  (nail  be  iniported  into  fuch  ports  before  the 
i(l  day  of  October,  1801,  and  fold  by  public  fale  by  auction 
within  two  months  after  importation,  a  bounty  equal  to  the 
fum  by  which  the  actual  price  of  each  hundred  weight  of 
fuch  rice  fo  fold,  Ihall  be  lefs  than  35s. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  NOV.   13, 

l^he  EdrJ  of  Molra  prefented  a  petition  from  the  debtors 
confined  in  the  prifon  of  the  King's  Bench,  upon  which  he 
(hould  offer  no  motion  at  pi-efent,  but  lay  it  on  the  tablc» 
hoping  that  they  may  find  relief  from  the  humanity  of  their 
Lordfhips, 

Lord  GrcnviIIe,  purfuant  to  command,  prefented  the  papers 
refpeQing  the  late  negociatis-n  referred  to  in  his  Majefty's 
fp'eech  from  the  throne.  His  Lordfhip,  at  the  fame  time, 
vrifhed  to  apprize  the  Houfc,  that  the  next  day  he  (honid  lay 
before  them  certain  papers  and  accounts  refpeciing  the  pre- 
fent  dearth  of  provifion^,  and  be  down  at  three  o'clock  for 
Ihe  purpofc  of  moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  felect  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  fame. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  wifhed  to  know  at  what  time  the 
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noble  Lord  meant  the  papers  refpecting  the  negociation  to  b< 
taken  into  confideration  ? 

Lord  Grenville  replied  that  he  had  not  yet  given  any  notice 
for  that  purpofe. 

'     After  receiving  a  number  of  private  petitions,  thcHoufe^ 
adjourned. 

'house  of  commons. 

THURSDAY,  NOV.  I3. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefented  copies  of  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  his  Majefty's  Minifters  and  the  French  Go- 
vernment, refpecting  overtures  towards  opening  negociations 
for  peace. 

After  difpofing  of  the  orders  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  at  half 
part  two  o'clock  proceeded  to  St.  James's  to  prefent  their 
addrefs  to  his  Majtfty,  in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech  from  the 
throne. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS- 

FRIDAY,  NOV.   I4. 

Lord  Rt.wdon  {Earl  Moira)  prefented  a  petition  from  the 
debtors  in  Derby  jail,  praying  for  relief  at  the  hands  of  the 
LegiOature. 

CORN    SELECT    COMMITTEE. 

Lord  GrertviHe  laid  upon  the  table  feveral  papers  rela- 
tive to  the  export  and  import  of  corn,  the  ftate  of  the  laft 
crop,  &c.  &c. 

The  indorfes  of  the  papers  having  been  read,  his  Lord- 
fhip  fnid  he  (hould  not  then  make  any  obfervations  on  thofe 
paf)ers,  bnt  barely  (late  that  he  had  been  indebted  to  the  ac- 
curacy and  indefatigable  labour  of  a  noble  Friend  of  his  at 
the  head  of  comuTcrcral  affairs,  who  was  not  then  prefent 
(Earl  of  Liverpool),  and  whofe  abfence,  as  well  as  the  cauftf 
of  it,  every  one  of  their  Lordfhips  muft  deeply  lament.  His 
intention  was  to  refer  the  faid  papers  to  a  committee  agree- 
able to  his  notice  of  the  preceding  day,  but  he  (hould  move 
that  the  faid  committee  fhould  be  a  feject  one,  as  that  would 
be  more  likely  to  conduct  the  enquiry  with  effect,  than  the 
Houfe  could  hope  to  do.  His  Lordlhip  moved  accordingly, 
**  that  fo  much  of  his  Majefty'*  fpeech  as  relates  to  the  dearth 
of  provifions  be  referred  to  a  fcFect  committee,  and  that  the 
faid  committee  do  report  to  the  Houfe." 

Lord  Grenville  new  nominated  fourteen  Peers  to  conftitute 
the  Select  Committee,  viz.  the  Dulse  of  Somerfet^  the  0uke 
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of  Portland,  the  Earl  of  Winchclfea,  the  Ead  of  Effex,  Earl 
Graham,  Earl  of  Egramont,  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  Earl 
Catnden,  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Lord  Hobart,  Lord  Rortiney, 
Lord  Upper  Oflbry,  Lord  Carrington,  and  Lord  Bolton. 

Lord  fValftngham  moved,  that  Lord  Grenville's  name  be 
added. — Ordered. 

Lord  Clifton  (Earl  of  Darnley)  rofe  and  faid,  that  the  other 
night  he  had  not  prefumed  to  anticipate  any  part  of  the  fub- 
jcct  that  was  now  properly  referred  to  a  committee,  but  had 
merely  confined  himfelf  to  a  reply  to  one  part  of  a  noble 
Lord's  fpeech,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  pointed  at  the 
line  of  argument  he  had  adopted  on  the  fubject  of  the  fup- 
pofed  fcarcity  fo  much  agitated  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
leflion.  At  prefent  he  conceived,  whatever  meafures  it  might 
be  thought  proper  to  purfue,  in  cunfcquence  of  the  labours 
of  the  committee!  they  mufl  go  chiefly  to  guard  in  future 
againft  the  dangers  that  a  deficiency  of  crops  expofed  the 
country  to,  but  t^at  it  was  not  within  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment to  afford  much  immediate  relief  to  the  people,  whofc 
expectations  perhaps  were  too  fanguinc  as  to  the  omnipo- 
lency  of  Parliament  in  this  refpect.  Unfortunately  they  all 
knew  that  the  prices  of  provifions  were  enormoufly  high  at 
prefent,  and  had  been  fo  for  fomc  time,  the  poor  and  the  in- 
digent therefore  could  fcarcely  get  fuftenance  fufficient  for 
their  families ;  common  humanity  therefore  called  upon 
them  to  adopt  fome  temporary  meafures,  if  fuch  could  be  dc- 
vifed^for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  people.  He  had  turned 
his  attention  to  the  fubject  for  fome  time  paft,  and  as  he  had 
fome  propofitions  to  fubmit  to  their  Lordihips  refpecting  it, 
he  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next  he  would  bring  the 
matter  forward,  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Lords  be  fum- 
moned  for  that  day.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  took  occafion 
to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  had  he  had  the  honour  to  have  been 
nominated  on  the  committee,  he  (hould  naturally  have  fub- 
niitted  his  opinions  to  the  committee;  but  as  they  had  been 
pamed,  he  (hould  have  no  other  opportunity  than  the  prefent 
to  announce  his  intention. 

The  Dule  af  J^Iorfolk  faid  he  did  not  rife  to  fpeak  in  difap- 
probation  of  any  of  the  noble  names  on  the  Hft  ;  it  was^  im- 
podible  for  any  one  of  their  Lordfhips  to  refpedl  them  all 
more  highly  than  he  did,  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  there 
was  but  orje  feeling  in  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjeO  ,  but  he  could  ^ 
not  help  remarking  that  it  was  rather  extraordinary  that 
among  the  nanKS  there  was  not,  that  he  cbferved,  the  nam« 
'  IC?  of 
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of  any  noble  Lord  reHdent  in  Yorkfhirc,  Lancafliire,  or 
ciiher  of 'he  four  northern  couniic^,  fuch  as  Yorkfliire,  Lan- 
calhirc,  Cumberland,  or  Northumberland,  who  muft  be  beft 
acquainted  \*ith  the  local  circumftanccs  of  thofe  diftrids. 
He  thought  alfo  that  fevcral  of  the  learned  Bifliops  ought  to 
have  been  on  the  committee,  but  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  motion  upon  the  fubjeft;  he  merely  fuggefted  the  pro- 
priety of  adding  to  the  committee. 

'  Loid  GrenViUe  faid  it  was  at  all  times  an  invidious  thing 
for  any  noble  Lord  to  take  upon  himftlf  the  nomination  of  a 
committee.  In  doing  fo,  on  this  occafion,  he  had  taken  the 
iirft  and  mod  refpediable  names  that  occurred  to  him,  as 
likely  to  attend,  and  diligently  apply  thtmfelves  to  the  fub- 
ject;  not  that  he  wifhed  to  be  underftood  as  infinuating  that  ' 
one  noble  l,ord  wa?  more  refpcctable  than  another,  or  that 
they  V  ould  not  all  act  with  zeal  and  attention  on  fuch  an 
occafion  as  the  prcfcnt.  He  certainly  could  have  no  objec- 
tion »o  any  of  the  Rev.  Bench,  or  any  other  noble  Lord  that 
might  be  mentioned,  but  the  noble  Duke  was  not  to  conclude 
that  the  noble  perfons  nominated  yvere  to  bring  with  them  to 
the  committee  merely  the  local  circuniftances  that  the  partir 
cular  county,  or  neighbourhood  they  refidtd  in,  might  fur- 
nifl),  but  that  the  commiliee  would  confider  the  fubjcct  on 
large  and  comprthenfive  grounds,  as  applied  to  the  general 
(late  of  the  whole  kii'.gdom.  It  was  not,  therefore,  very 
material  in  vyhai  parts  of  the  country  the  noble  Lords  nomi- 
nated, rcfidcd.  Indeed  upon  locking  again  at  the  lift,'hc 
faw  that  three  of  the  noble  Lordb  were  among  the  greatest 
land  proprietors  of  the  northern  p^rts  of  the  kingdom. 

'The  Earl  of  Sujfolk  exprefled  his  apprchenfions,  that  no 
immediate  effectual  relief  could  be  aiforded  to  th^  poor  by  the 
Jegillature,  but  that  their  attention  muft  be  turned  chiefly  to 
guard  againft  a  djflrefs  in  future  arifing  from  a  deficiency  of 
crops.  He  faw  no  other  meafure  fo  likely  to  be  efficacious 
jn  that  point  q^  view,  as  a  General  Inclofure  Bill.  With 
regr.rd  to  the  papers  on  the  table,  probably  they  contained  an 
;icco|Hit  of  the  furns  that  had  been  fcnt  out  of  the  country, 
at  any  rate  it  was  highly  important  that  they  (hould  know 
the  amount  of  fpccic,  that  had  been  expended  in  the  irfiport^'- 
tion  of  \\heat  and  other  t^rain. 

Lord  GrertvlUe  faid,  if  noble  Lords  would  give  thcmfclvcs 
the  trouble  to  cart  their  eyes  up(»n  the  backs  of  the  papers 
jull  laid  on  the  i:tblc,  ihcy  would  fave  theirifclves  much  tnnu 
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ble.  The  noble  Earl,  if  he  looked  to  them,  would  find  that 
the  account  to  which  he  alluded  was  among  them. 

Lord  Holland  (zidf  he  had  in  the  firft  inllance  to  apologize 
to  the  Houfe  for  not  having  been  prefent  in  his  place,  when 
the  difcuflion  commenced,  but  he  did  not  rife  for  the  purpofe 
of  oppoiing  the  appointment  of  a  felect  committee ;  indeed,  is 
his  mind  it  was  impoflible  fpr  any  lift  of  names  to  be  chofen 
out  of  that  Houfe,  to  which  a  reafonable  objection  could  be 
offered ;  he  therefore  fhould  not  cavil  at  any  one  name  upon 
the  lift.  He  had  not  heard  the  names  of  the  fiiteen  noble 
Lords  who  were  to  conftitute  that  committee;  but  he  was 
convinced  that  any  fifteen  noble  Lords  of  that  Houfe  were 
fully  competent,  from  their  local  information  and  general 
knowledge,  to  make  all  the  enquiries  into  this  fubject  which 
its  extreme  importance  demanded.  But  though  he  was  to  be 
underftood  as  giving  his  fanction  to  the  appointment  of  a 
felect  committee,  as  the  leaft  exceptionable  mode  of  invefti- 
gating  a  fubject  fo  peculiarly  inierefting  to  the  feelings  of 
every  dafs  of  the  community,  he  was  not  convinced  that  the 
refult  of  thefe  inveftigations  would  be  fuch  as  was  generally 
expected.  He  had  his  apprehenfions  that  the  public  at  large 
looked  forward  to  advantages  from  the  interference  of  the 
executive  power,  and  from  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflaturey 
which  he  was  afraid  could  not  be  realized.  They  looked 
forward  for  a  degree  of  relief  which  neither  the  executive 
power,  nor  the  legiilature,  under  the  prefent  circumftantes 
of  the  country,  were  able  to  afford  ;  but  as  the  people  did  look 
for  this  relief  from  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  as  the  people 
did  expe£l  much  important  information  from  the  refult  of 
their  enquiries  refpeding  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  fcarcity 
and  diftrefs,  it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  that  no  infor« 
malion  which  Parliament  could  a^ord  them,  (hould  on  any 
account  be  withheld,  and  that  the  prejudices  they  entertained, 
let  them  be  on  which  fideth^y  would  fhould  be  reproved.  If 
it  be  true,  that  the  ruinous  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
is  a  caufe  of  the  prefent  diftrefs — if  it  be  true  that  the  war 
has  materially  ennanced  the  price  of  grain,  it  was  furely  fair, 
in  an  examination  into  the  caufes  of  this  diftrefs,  to  ftute  that 
the  war  had  produced  thefe  etfeds. 

Being  a  determined  na/ur:^l  enemy  to  the  war,  he  had  al- 
ways faid,  from  his  uniform  declarations,  that  he  confidered 
it  as  the  fource  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  durable  evil,  it 
might  perhaps  be  fuppofed  that  the  ftrong  bias  of  his  mind 
cnight  influence  his  judgment  in  the  prefent  inftance.     As 

mankind 
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mankind  sire  generally  apt  to  be  warped  by  prejudice  when 
judging  of  their  inveterate  foes,  as  they  are  not  fatislied  ' 
Ofterely  with  mentioning  their  faults^  but  attribute  to  them 
crimes  from  which  they  are  exempted ;  To  it  might  be  ima* 
gined  that  he,  when  fpeaking  of  the  war,  whic^he  had  ever 
legarded  in  the  light  of  an  encmy>  might  afcribc  evils  to  its 
operation,  which  had  arifen  from  other  cunfcs,  and  might 
trace  the  prefent  fcarcity  and  diftrefs  to  its  influence,  while, 

ferhaps,  in  fa£l,  they  arofe  from  unfavourable  feafons.  He 
new  that  this  was  a  natural  fuppofition  \  but  he  trufted  it 
did  not  apply  to  his  prefent  obfervations:  for  if  there  was 
ever  a  time  when  any  particular  bias  (hould  be  prevented 
from  influencing  the  judgment,  if  ever  there  was  a  moment 
when  every  individual  ought  to  be  anxious  to  ftatc  only  what 
was  indifputably  true  with  regard  to  the  caufesof  the  fcarcity, 
this  was  furely  that  moment.  He  had  no  hefltation  in  de* 
daring  that  he  had  confidered  the  war  as  ruinous  in  the  ex- 
treme, in  all  its  flages,  to  the  prefent  moment ;  but  he  hoped 
that  he  was  fo  far  upon  his  guard  as  not  to  attribute  to  it 
more  evils  than  had  really  originated  from  it.  He  was  con« 
icious  that  he  would  not  willingly  miflcad  the  public  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  efFeds  of  the  war  in  aggravating  the  fcar- 
city, and  enhancing  the  price  of  grain ;  and  he  truflcd  their 
Lord(hips  would  give  him  full  credit  for  the  purity  of  his 
jnleniions,  and  the  ftrengih  of  his  convidion,  when  he  at* 
tributed  ihefe  effedls'in  any  degree  to  ihe  war.  He  did  not 
wi(h,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  detailed  view  of  thefe  cfFefls 
of  the  war  ;  he  did  not  wilh  to  confider,  in  all  its  fubordinate 
bearings,  the  certainty  of  fuch  eflc<Sls^  naturally  and  oeceilarily 
fefulting  in  all  cafes  from  war,  but  perhaps  from  this  war, 
more  than  from  any  former  one,  he  however  thought  himfelf 
galled  upon  to  attend  to  fome  arguments  to  the  contrary 
which  had  been  lately  ftarted,  and  mentioned  with  high  ap* 
probation  in  that  Hoofe.  A  noble  Lord  in  a  late  debate  had 
produced  a  reference  to  certain  years  of  peace  and  of  war,5 
comparing  the  price  of  com,  ^nd  upon  the  comparifon  he 
had  confidently  inferred,  that  it  was  dcmonftrable  that  the 
prices  of  corn  was  higher  in  years  of  peace,  than  in  years  of 
war.  He  owned  that  he  had  not,  at  the  time,  feen  the  figures, 
or  examined  their  re  fulls,  but  he  had  fince  endeavoured  to 
make  himfelf  better  mafter  of  the  fubjtct,  and  had  re«^d  a  very 
ingenious  paaiphlet  writteo  upon  it  by  Mr.  Brand,  whp  had 
attempted  to  prove,  by  calculations  toundcd  on  a  review  of 
one  hundred  and  eleven  years,  that  war  had  a  tendency  rather 
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lo  tow^r  than  enhance  the  price  of  grain,  and  on  the  credit  of 
ihefe    calculations  the  Houfe  had,  on  a  former  nfght,  been 
called  upon  to*  admit  the  truth  of  the  pofition,  that  a  (late  of 
war  is  aduafly  prodoftive  of  fuch  an  efFed.     He  could  now 
lafely  affcrt  that  \ht  prcmifes  did  not  warrant  the  conclufion 
nrhich  was  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  them.     With  regard 
to  the  poQtion,  that  war  had  a  tendency  to  lower  the  priced 
of  grain^  without  entering  into  a  particular  examination  of 
its  truth,  he  held,  that  if  it  were  true,  it  was  a  highly  perni* 
•   ctous  efFv^d,  becaufe  it  enabled  temporary  circumflances  to 
interfere  with  the  regular  courfe  of  the  market.     But  in  at- 
tending more  particularly  to  the  calculations  in  queflion,  his 
Lordfhip  faid,  that  of  the  iii  years  of  which  Mr.  Brand 
fpeaks,  52  years  were  years  of  war,  59  years  df  peace.     In 
the  common  courfe  of  things  he  would  not  fay  that  we  have 
a  right  to  expeft  predifely  as   many,  or  more  years  of  un- 
favourable feafons  in  the  larger  divilion,  but  it  would  be  at 
leaft  a  Angular  circumdance  if  there  were  a  much  greater 
proportion  of  fuch  years  in  the  fmaller  half.     Now  the  five 
deareft  years  in  the  whole  in,  are  to  be  found  in  the  52  years 
of  war.    Of  the  fourteen  deareft  years,  ten  were  in  the  52  of 
war.     Mr.  Brand,  in  his  calculations,  had  left  oat  the  two 
laft  years  of  the  prefent  war,  which  ought,  however,  fairly  to 
be  taken  into  the  calculations  on  this  fubjeA;  and  if  you 
take  them  into  the  calculation,  then  the  fe vert  deareft  years 
are  in  54  years  of  war,  and  of  the  fixteen  deareft  years  twelve 
arc  in  this  period  of  54  years.     The  three  cheapeft  years 
are  in  the  time  of  war,  and  of  the  eleven  cheapeft  years  nine 
are  in  the  5a  of  war.     From  this  his  Lordfhip  faid,  that  he 
would  not  haftily  or  peremptorily  conclude  that  the  fluSua- 
tion  of  price  is  an  efFeft  of  war,  but   that  he  had  as  much 
right,  and  more,  to  conclude,  as  Mr.  Brand,  and  thofe  who 
quote  him,  to  decide  from  the  average  there  ftated,  that  war 
has  no  operation  in  augmenting  the  evils  of  unfavourable 
feafons.     He  concluded,  by  again  preffing  on  the  Houfe,  that 
though  he  confidered  the  prefent  war  as  ruinous  in  the  higheft 
degree  to  this  country,  though  he  was  convinced  that  it  had 
fpread  mifery  throughout  Europe,  he  was  induced  to  make 
thefe  ftatements,  not  from  a  general  feeling  of  ifs  fatal  efFcdls, 
but  from  a  firm  convidion  of  its  particular  efFodl  in  aggra- 
vating the  preffurc  of  fcarcity  ^  not  from  a  defire  to  inflame 
the  people,  but   from  a  wi(b  to  inform  ihem  rcfpcfling  the 
real  caufe  of  their  diftrefs.     It  was  of  the  laft  importance 
that  the  people  fhould  be  informed  that  the  war  is  a  moft 
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material  caufe  of  their  diftrefs,  and  that  it  has  operated,  and 
continues  to  operate,  in  aggravating  the  cStGt  of  unfavourable 
feafons.  It  was  this  consideration  that  had  induced  him  to 
lay  the  preceding  calculation  before  the  Houfe,  and  he  hoped 
to  he  allowed  due  credit  for  that  perfeA  purity  of  intention 
which  guided  him  in  making  the  obfervations  by  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  his  pofition. 

The  Earl  of  fVarwicl  rofe  and  wi(hed  to  klriow  if  he  was 
regular  in  then  faying  a  few  words  on  a  matter  that  he  owned 
imprefled  his  mind  very  deeply.  His  Lordlhip  faid  it  wa§ 
abiolutely  neceflary,  that  fome  means  ,or  other  of  affording 
immediate  relief  to  the  diftreflcs  of  the  lower  order  of  the 
people,  (hould  be  adopted  \  that  in  this  part  of  the  country^ 
\  the  poor  and  labouring  fort  were  in  a  deplorable  ftatc  of  want 
and  difficulty  in  confequence  of  the  high  price  of  provifions 
of  all  kinds.  He  laid  it  down  as  an  indifputable  pofition^ 
that  every  man  who  exerts  the  utmoft  of  his  induftry  to  earii 
ja  living,  is  entitled  to  his  fubflftence,  but  that  fuch  is  the  pre- 
fent  lamentable  (lace  of  the  country,  that  the  labouring  man, 
let  him  work  at  agriculture  as  hard  and  as  induftrioufly  as 
poffible,  cannot  earn  enough  to  fupport  himfelf  arid  his  family. 
His  Lordfhip  then  entered  into  a  Aatement  of  the  defcription 
of  crops  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  in  a  great  extent  of  country, 
through  which  he  had  travelled,  which  were  various,  in  fome 
parts  plentiful  and  abundant,  in  others  fcanty  and  defedive 
Both  in  quantity  and  quality.  He,  however,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  farmers  were  not  contented  with  a  moderate 
gain,  but  to  his  certain  knowledge,  in  fome  inftances  derived 
a  profit  of  200  per  cent,  upon  their  crops,  and  in  others  the 
price  received  for  crops  would  have  paid  for  the  fee  (imple  of 
the  eftate.  He  repeated  it,  that  every  man  who  exerted  his 
induftry  for  his  fupport  was  entitled  to  his  fubfiftence,  and  that 
if  by  fufFering  the  farmers  to  take  inordinate  gains  the  legifla- 
,  ture  from  its  tendernefs  to  property,  continued  to  fupport  iherh 
in  fuch  unreafonable  condud,  not  intentionally,  but  confe- 
quentially,  Parliament  legiflated  to  the  injury  of  the  fubje£t. 

The  noble  £arl  (aid,  he  was  well  aware  that  any  meafure 
tending  to  cramp  trade,  or  interfere  with  the  courfe  of  it,  was 
highly  impolitic,  but  he  thought  the  price  of  corn,  an  article 
f3e(rential  to  exiftence,  was  an  exception  upon  which  the 
JLcgiflature  might  depart  from  its  general  rules,  and  he  could, 
e  voce  upon  fuch  a  fubjed,  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  reftraint  put 
upon  the  extravagant  gains  of  the  farmers  ;  even  to  a  maximum 
he  would  confent  in  the  cafe  of  tlie  fiiigle  exception  of  corn, 

however 
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•  liQwever  adverfe,  he  might  feel  hicnfelf,  to  fuch  a  meaftire  on 
any  other  fubjed.  Aher  repeating,  that  the  farmers  gained 
full  two  hundred  per  cent,  profit,  and  that  if  they  fold  wheat 
at  i6s».  the  buHiel  inftead  of  21s.  22s.  or  23s  they  would  de* 
rive  an  ample  profit,  hisLordihip  apologized  to  the  Houfe  for 
fayidg  fo  much,  but  he  dtrclareci;  that  it  lay  fo  heavily  upon 
his  mind,  that  he  could  not  refl  till  be  had  difcharged,  what 
he  felt  upon  the  fubjcd,  and  had  fubmiitcd  his  thoughts,  crude 
as  they  might  be,  to  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Grerrvllie  and  Lord  Rawdon  both  rofe  trtgether,  but 
the  latter  noble  Lord  gavs  way  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Lord  Grenville  then  began  with  faying  that  he  concurred 
entirely  in  the  nature  of  ihe'bufinefsot  the  committee,  as  it 
had  been  (tated,  wiih  great  accuracy,  by  the  noble  Barpn 
(Lord  Holland)  oppofiie  to  him.  M^'ft  certainly  any  meafures 
of  immediate  relief  were  not  to  be  expcdled  at  the  hands  of 
the  feled  committee,  whofe  duty  it  would  be  to  colleS  every 
fpecies  of  information  on  the  fubjffi,  that  could  poHibly  tend 
10  throw  lights  of  knowledge  upon  it,  to  arrange  that  in- 
formatron,  to  methodize  it,  and  to  put  it  into  that  order,  that 
i^he  Houfe  and  the  public  at  large  might  fee  and  judge  for 
ihemfelves,  what  was  the  general  extent  of  the  fcarciiy,  and 
what  the  oio/l  pradicable  means  of  meeting  it,  and  prevent* 
ing  the  country  in  future  from  the  hazard  of  inconvenience^ 
when  unfortuiiately  there  ihould  be  another  deficiency  of 
crops.  ,  Ey  fuch  an  authenticated  developement  of  the  fubjeft^ 
thofe  erroneous  prejudices,  which,  he  was  afraid,  had  been^ 
entertained  by  many,  would  be  effcdually  removed  from 
ihetr  minds,  and  an  end  put  to  whatever  unreafonable  expcc-  . 
tations  the  ill  informed  and  ignorant  might  have  fooliihly 
indulged  in.  If  it  was  expeSed  that  the  Legiflature  by  fome 
magic  powers  could  invert  the  order  of  nature,  change  fcarciry 
into  abundance*  and  counteradl  the  difpenfations  of  Provi^ 
<ience,  they  expeded  what  would  not  only  be  moft  prefump- 
luous  and  abfurd  to  attempt,  but  dangerous  and  deftru£live  iia 
the  extrcmeft  degree.  Two  means  of  leiTening  the  prcflTure 
of  the  prefent  fcarcity  were  pointed  out  in  his  Maje(ly*s 
fpcech — importation  a.::d  economy  ;  the  only  \wo  means  that 
could  be  eifeilual,  as  the  one  would  evidently  rend  to  add  to 
the  quantity  of  corn  in  hand,  and  the  other  would  lelFen  the- 
<ronfumption  of  fuch  corn  as  wa»  already  in  the  kingdom. 
With  refped  to  the  latter  of  thefe  means  fome  bills  tor  re« 
graining  in  certain  cafes  the  confnmption  of  corh  woiild 
ihur:ly  be  fent  up  from  the  other  Houfe  of  Parlianaenty  and 
V  ij..  IV.  i<:oo.  L  b« 
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be  upon  their  Lordfhips  table,  as  the  votes  of  the  Cotnmons 
the  wed,  that  fuch  bills  had  already  been  introduced,  and  were 
in  progrcfs  through  that  Houfe.  Their  Lordfhips,  when  ibey 
had  the  bills  before  them,  wotjld  be  able  to  judge  how  far  the 
means  of  economy,  they  were  calculated' to  effeft,  were  well 
provided  for,  and  if  further  meafures  ftiggefted  themfelves  to 
any  of  their  Lordfhips  as  likely  to  operate  economically  fttll 
further,  they  would  of  courfe  fubmit  their  fentiments  to  th^ 
Houfe.  In  regard  to  the  other  objed— importation,  all  the 
lights  that  could  be  thrown  tipon  it,  would  doubtlefs  be  com- 
municated by  thecommittces  of  both  Houfes.  This  w^s 
the  only  rational  view,  in  which  the  whole  matter  could  be 
ronfidered.  Having  (lated  fo  much,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he 
mud  make  a  few  ohfervations  on  the  argument  of  his  noble 
Friend,  the  noble  Eftrl,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  and  firft  he 
muft  apprize  his  4K>ble  Friend,  that  it  was  not  by  a  partial 
obfervation  of  particular  counties,  or  limited  diftrids,  that 
the  abundance  or  deficiency  of  the  lad  harveft,  was  to  be 
afcertained.  Every  man  muft  know,  that  the  amount  of  the 
crops  of  wheat  and  othec  grain  differed  materially  in  different 
counties,  according  to  the  variety  of  the  foil,  the  fituation  of 
the  arable  land,  and  innumerable  other  obvious  caufes.  In 
fome  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  laft  crop  of  wheat  had  been 
.extremely  plentiful  and  abundant,  he  was  however  but  too 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  his  noble  Friend  would  find, 
that  upon  the  average  produA  of  the  whole  kingdom,  there 
was  a  lamentable  and  a  great  deficiency.  With  refpefi  to  the 
remedy  propoftd  by  the  tioble  Earl,  as  the  fatal  word  maximum 
had  unfortunately  been  dropped,  he  could  not  let  a  Angle 
moment  efcapc  without  protciling  in  the  moft  eameft  and 
lolcmn  manner  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  on  the  part 
of  the  Legifliture,  and  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  England, 
'^gaind  the  entertaining  an  idea  of  any  remedy  fo  deflrudive 
to  perftm-il  fccurity,  to  property  in  general,  and  to  the  liberties 
t>t  the  people.  Was  the  n(»ble  Earl  aware  that  the  inflant  fo 
»1  rming  and  fo  mifchievous  a  meafure  was  adopted,  that 
in(ianr  fuch  a  death-wound  was  given  to  property,  that 
anarchy,  confufion  and  difi^rder  wouM  immediately  follow, 
and  the  whole  fabric  of  the  conflitution  would  totter  to  its 
f  imtiation  Had  we  not  the  dire  example  of  theconfequences 
that  had  attended  the  alopii^n  of  fuch  a  meafure  in  a  neigh- 
bouring nation  ?  Were  we  now  to  learn  the  fatal  mifchiefs  in 
which  it  had  invc»lved  (hat  credulous  and  ddiidetl  people  ? 
Every  remedy,  every  alie\iation  to  the  ^tk&B  of  the  prefent 
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fcarcity^  .every  means  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  that  4 
future  fcarcity  would  fubje^l  the  country  to,  which  legif*- 
lative  wiidom  could  fuggefl^  would  no  doubt  be  adopted,  hut 
let  them  not  in  the  heedlefs  precipitance  and  imprudent  zeal 
of  the  moment,  rafhly  refori  to  that'  remedy  which  would  un- 
deniably convert  cafual  fcarcity  into  direcl  famine,  and  entail 
irretrievable  ruin.  Having  with  great  and  laudable  warmth 
mod  eloquently  deprecated  the  idea  fuggc-ikd  by  his  nobie 
Friend,  and  painted  in  glowing  .colours  the  mifchievous  ten- 
dency of  it,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  could  not  a&  he  wai  then 
tipoq  his  legs,  but  take  the  opportunity  of  fuggeiVmgtoanoble 
Baron  (Lord  Clifton}  tliat  when  a  commit :ec  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  and  report  upon  the  whole  fubje£l,  there 
might  not  be  fome  indonvenience,  and  fomeaukwardnefs  in 
appearance,  to  have  propofitions  brotight  forward  by  an  indi<- 
vidual  Lord  in  the  Houfe,  of  a  partial  nature,  on  the  fame  day 
on  which  the  committee  were  to  fit  f^r  the  firfl  time.  He 
knew  his  noble  Friend  was  aduated  by  the  bed  intentions, 
but  he  hoped,  he  would  himfelf  fee  the  propriety  of  with. 
drawing  his  notice  for  Monday,  and  his  moiion  that  the  HoiTo 
be  then  fummoned. 

The  Earl  of  fFarwich  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  he  was 
forry  to  have  dropped  a  word,  which  it  was  evident  had  made 
a  much  (Ironger  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  the  noble  Secretary 
of  State  atid  indeed  on  the  Houfe,  than  he  intended,  but  the 
Houfe  would  do  him  clie  juflice  to  recolkd,  that  he  had  flatcd 
the  cafe  of  corn  as  the  fmgle  exception,  in  ii^hich  lie  could 
prevail  on  himfelf  to  admit  the  application  of  the  meafure  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  and  he  could  not  but  iUll  be  ot  opinion, 
that  200  per  cent,  was  too  unreafonahle  a  gain  on  his  cro^s 
for  the  farmer  to  be  allowed  to  put  in  his  pocket, 

IfOrd  Rawihn  (Earl  of  Moira)  faid,  the  noble  Secreta'ry  of 
State  had  exprefled  the  opinion  on  the  unfortunate  word  drop- 
ped by  the  noble  Earl  near  him,  with  fo  much  more  force 
and  eloquence  than  he  ihould  have  done,  that  nothing  now 
remained  for  him  but  to  reply  to  the  la(l  fpecch  of  the  nohie 
Earl ;  and  he  mud  aiTure  him,  thst  of  all  other  exceptions  10 
render  (he  application  of  the  meafure  in  queflioii  jufiifiablr, 
the  exception  taken  by  the  noble  Lord  was  the  leait  fo,  aqd 
the  mod  objeAionable*  His  Lordfhip  concurred  in  fentinu-nt 
completely  with  Lord  Grenville,  and  faid,  an  obvious  mattrr 
of  improvement  would  be  the  enclofure  and  cuUivatitm  of  tlte 
wade  lands  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  true,  he  ohferved,  that  a 
great  luimber  of  enclofure  bills  had  p^lfcd  the  Lc^ilUcurr  of 
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late  years  ;  but  one  matter  rcfpeflingihcm  had  efcaped  gene^. 
ral  notice  ;  moft  of  them  were  {ur  theenclAfureof  common 
fields,  and  but  few  of  wafte  lands.  The  former  produced 
improved  crops ;  but  they  did  not  add  materiaUy  to  the  quan* 
tum  of  corn  before  produced,  whereas  all  the  corn  raifed  on 
vrafte  lands,  was  fo  much  in  addition  to  the  former  cuftomary 
smount  of  the  annual  crops.  He  admitted,  with  the  noble 
Earl,  that  a  working  man,  who  exerted  his  indulhy,  was  en- 
titled to  his  fubfinence;  and  he  agreed  likewife,  that  at  pre- 
fcnt  a  working^Tian  could  not  get  a  fubfiftcnce.  To  confirm 
this  he  Qated  a  (Irong  cafe,  told  him  by  an  adiive  magiflraie 
in  his  neighbour hcc<i  in  the  country,  who  afliired  him,  th^t  a 
working  man  applied  for  aid  to  the  parifi) ;  that  it  wa!>  proved 
that  he  earned  ifvntynim  Jhiilingi  a  week  ;  but  that  never^ 
thelefs  it  was  made  out  fatistafiorily  to  the  magidraie, 
that  he  could  not  fupport  his  family  on  that  fum,  and  parochial 
aid  was  granted  him<  His  Lordihip  faid,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  that  Government  would  do  all  it  could  by  bounties,  and 
one  way  or  another  to  alleviate  the  diflreffes  of  the  poor.*  It 
"was  however  to  be  remembered 4hat  we  did  not  now  grow 
enough  corn  to  fupport  our  immenfely  iiicreafed  population, 
and  that  out  of  the  laft  crop  was  to  l>e  deduded  the  new  wheat 
imrted^iately  con  fumed  to  fupply  the  deficiency  <if  the  crop 
of  1 799,  and  the  wheat  that  mull  be  allotted  for  feed  for  the 
next  crops.  With  regard  to  the  crops  In  the  county  in  which 
he  iivt-d,  his  Lordftip  faid,  ihty  had  been  both  fcanty  and 
light,  ow  ing  probably  to  the  badncfs  of  the  feed. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  faid,  that  for  poptilaiion  and  manq- 
faflurcs,  the  Weft-Riding  of  Yorkihire,  CheOiire,  and  L^n- 
ca(hire>  were  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the  whole  kingdom,  aixi 
though  it  was  true,  that  there  were  on  the  lift  of  the  com- 
iQittee  the  names  of  three  noble  Lords  who  poifefled  very 
confidcrable  property  in  the  northern  counties,  yet  it  was  to 
be  remembered  thai  the  noble  Duke,  who  was  Secretary  of 
btate,  ftid  not  refide  in  Cumberland,  and  that  Lord  Bolton  had 
little  or  no  connexion  with  that  pun  (rf  the  kingdom,  lie 
therefore  moved,  that  ih^iames  of  Eurl  Fitzwilliam,  and  of 
the  Bilhops  of  Durham  aiui  Chcfttr,  be  added  to  the  com- 
xnitiee.     This  was  agreed  to. 

,  Lord  CU/fon  faiJ,  fo  confcious  was  he  that  the  ptf>ple,  at 
Itaft  a  large  defcription  of  ihtm,  (lood  in  need  of  an  i  in  me- 
diate relief,  **'hich  the  committee  could  not  polhbly  adir.ir.ili^r, 
that  he  wilhed  Parliament  to  adopt  fomc  itmporiiry  mealuf  t-s, 
calculated  to  produce  a  ipeedy  ailevJ4Uon  of  their  dillicHcs, 
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and  und^  that  confideratioo  it  was*  that  he  meant  to  bring 
forward  two  propofitions  on  Monday,  one  to  compel,  under 

[j'l  a  penalty,  the  public  at  large  to  adopt  the  econotxiical  refolu- 

tions  recommended  by  a  ri£ht  reverend  Prelate,  and  figned 
by  feveral  noble  Lords  lad  ieflion,  arid  the  oiber  fugg^ftcd  to 

I  him  by  Mr-  Arthur  Young,  viz.  to  reftrain,  under  a  penalty, 

the  feeding  horfes  kept  for  pleafure  only,  on  oats  for  a  limited 
time.  He  perfiftcfd  in  his  notice.  He  alfo  rofe  to  propofe  to 
add  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  name  to  the  committee,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Lord  Clifton^ s  motion,  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned  on 
Monday,  was  then' put,  and  agreed  to. 

PROPUCTION   OF    AUSTRJAN    PAPERS. 

^  Lord  Holland  raid,.he'rore  to  move  for  additional  papers  to 

thofe  laid  upon  the  table  the  preceding  day,  relative  to  the  late 
negotiation  for  peace,  but  as  their  Lordlbips  had  been  de- 
'  tained   in   the  Houfe  much  longer  than  he  believed  they 

expeded,  he  would  net  ga  into  any  obfervationsupon  the 
tuh]t8t.  From  the  printed  papers  it  was  now  undeniable  to 
all  the  world,  that  bis  Majefty's  Minifters^  were  determined 

^  to  perfeverc  in  blowing  and  fpreading  the  flames  of  war  againft 

tile  French  Republic,  with  whom  it  was.plain  that  they  would 
not  condefcend  to  negociate  for  a  feparaie  peace,  let  the  term$ 
ofiered  by  the  Firft  Conful  be  ever  fo  conciliatory,  although 

'  at   the  very  time  when  it.  was  notorious  that  the  Emperor, 

our  ally,  had  adually  (igned  preliminaries  for  a  (eparato 
peace,  by  his  Minifter  Jn  Paris,  Count  St.  Jiilien.  If  Minif- 
ters  thought  proper  to  deny  that  Count  St*  Julien  wasautho^ 
rifed  to  fign  preliminaries,  they  might  fly  to  that  refuge,  hut 
it  was  the  mod  flimfy  pretext  that  ever  was  reforted  to  to  gull 
a  credulous  people.  They  could  not  deny  that  Count  St. 
Julien  was  in  Paris  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  they  would 
pkafe  to  reColle£l,  that  Auftria  had  already  ligned  prelimi- 
naries for  a  feparate  peace  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war, 
which  they  violated  as  foon  as  they  had  taken  advantage  of 
its  benefits.  Mintfters  mud  either  know  that  Auftria  had 
figned  preliminaries  for  a  feparate  peace,  or  they  muft  rely  on 
the  perfidy  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  know  that  it  meant 
to  break  through  its  figned  preliminaries.  If  they  did  rely  on 
treachery,  let  them  beware,  that  it  was  nor  jpra^^ifed  uptm 
themfelves.  The  papers.  Lord  Holland  faid,  that  he  fliould 
move  for,  were  copies  of  all  the  letters  and  papers  fcnt  from 
the  court  of  Vienna  to  the  Firft  Conful  at  Paris,  which  had 
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been  comtnuntcated  to  hU  Majefty's  Miniftersi  and  he  moved 
for  them  accordingly. 

Lord  Gnnville  faid  he  was  not  Airprifed  at  heading  the 
noble  Lord  take  the  earlied  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to 
weaken  the  fatisfaftory  impreffion  the  printed  papers  haoaU 
ready  made  upon  the  public  mind,  but  he  tnifted  it  would 
have  no  fuch  cffe6l;  nor  was  it  an  uncommon  thing  for  that 
noble  Lord  to  make  a  motion  for  papers  that  he  himfelf  knew 
neithef  could  nor  ought  to  be  produced,  mecely  to  give  him- 
felf an  opportunity  of  introducing  fome  other  topic  of  invec- 
tive againft  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  or  his  Majefty's  ally. 
With  regard  to  Count  St  Julien*s  not  being  authorized  to 
flgn  The  preliminaries  of  a  feparate  peace^  the  noble  Lord 
vho  had  often  Hood  up  as  the  advocate  for  the  French  republic 
lit  that  Houfe,  had  on  the  prefent  occafion  faid  more  tor  the 
French  than  they  had  thought  proper  to  fay  for  themfelves, 
the  fa£t  being,  that  Count  St.  Julien  not  only  was  not 
"authorized  to  lign  preliminaries  of  a  feparate  peace  on  the 
behalf  of  Anltria,  but  the  very  inftrumeni  he  figned,  upon, 
the  face  of  it,  proved  that  he  had  no  authority  to  fign  it,  and 
if  the  noble  Lord  read  the  printed  papers,  he  would  therein 
find  the  matter  fully  explained ;  and  he  would  further  find, 
that  the  French  did  not  venture  to  deny  it.  As  to  the  invec- 
lives  againft  the  allies  or  their  minilters,  it  couM  not  be  ex- 
peded  that  he  (hoiild  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  ani- 
madverting upon  the  condu£l  of  thofe  minifters  whom  hM 
IVlajefty  the  Emperor  chofe  to  employ.  As  to  the  motion, 
'the  noble  Lord  mud  know  the  papers  in  queftion  bught  not 
lobe  granted, and  he  (bould  decidedly  objed  to  it. 

Lord  HoUand  faid  he  did  not  rife  to  reply  to  the  argttment 
of  the  tioble  Secretary  of  State,  for  argument  in  his  fpeech 
'there  was  none.  The  noble  Lord  had  no  right  to  fay,  that  he 
knew  the  motion  ought  not  to  be  granted;  he  never  had 
made,  nor  never  would  make,  a  motion  in  that  Houfe,  which 
he  was  a'A'arc  ought  notTo  be  granted.  The  noble  Lord  had 
II  ore  than  once  teni»ed  him  the  advocate  of  the  Ffcnch  Re- 
ptiblic  ;  iipnn  wliat  authority  did  he  prefume  to  ftile  him  the 
advocate  of  the  enemy?  Every  noble  Lord  was  entitled  to 
ibte  his  own  tinbiaired  opinions  of  the  condud  of  Minit^ers, 
'when  they  appeared  to  him  to  merit  cenfure  or  animadver- 
fiou ;  nor  becaufe  he  did  fo,  had  any  man  a  right  to  infer,  that 
therefore  he  was  not  as  fincerely  anxious  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  country,  and  had  it  as  much  at  heart,  as  the  noble 
•  Lord,  or  ^uy  other  Member  of  that  Houfe.     With  regard  to 
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the  proof  that  Count  St.  Julien  was  not  amhorired  to  fign 
the  preliminarUs  for  a  feparate  peace,  'Mhe  noble  Lord  (faid 
Lord  Holland)  refers  us  to  his  own  note  and  explanation 
**  in  the  printed  {iapersi  where  we  find  no  proof  but  his  mere 
**  aflertion.  One  man's  aflertton  is  juft  as  good  as  another's^ 
**  and  therefore  I  oppofe  to  it  this  aflertion  in  the  note  from 
«*  M.  Otto  of  Sept.  1 6." 

**  The  Ftrft  Conful  has  already  made  to  the  love  of  peac^ 
a  fufficiently-great  facrtfice  of  ihofe  advaniages ;  if  he  (boold 
continue  to  derive  no  benefit  from  them,  it  would  no  longer 
be  moderation  but  weaknefs — it  would  no  longer  be  the 
means  of  arriving  at  peace,  but  that  of  perpetnating  the  war. 
Perhaps,  in  the  judgment  of  ftatefmen,  the  French  Govern- 
ment may  have  already  too  long  delayed  to  avail  iifelf  of  the 
contingency  which  was  favourable  to  it ;  bui  it  has  orUy  dam 
Jo  on  the  pofitive  affurances  which  had  been  given  to  it  ofafpeedy 
and  feparate  peace,** 
.    The  motion  was  put  ai^d  negatived. 

Lord  Grenville  moved  pro  forma^  to  print  the  corn  pa- 
pers.    Ordered.     Adjourned. 

>  ■ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    NOV.    14. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  prcknied  a  petition  from  the  prifoners 
confined  for  debt  in  tlie  county  gaol  of  Salop. — Ordered  to 
4ie  on  the  table.  ' 

I'he  Speaker  faid  he  thought  it  right  to  draw  the  attentioB 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  fituation  of  thofe  who  might  wiOi  to  bring 
in  bills  during  the  prefent  fefiion.  The  fun£lions  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  mud  occeiiarily  terminate  on  the 
3Cih  of  December,  and  the  Houfe  might  not  improbably  be 
prorogued  before  that  period.  Gentlentcn  (hould  therefore 
be  cautious  not  to  introduce  any  bill  which  would  not  pro- 
bably, in  the  courfe  of  a  very  few  weeks,  get  throiJgh  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  receive  his  Majefty*s  aiTent.  He 
Itkewife  thought  it  proper  to  advert  to  aAs  both  public  and 
private,  which  were  about  to  expire,  and  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  renew.  The  beil  method  to  proceed,  he  thought, 
would  be  to  bring  in  a  general  bill  to  extend,  fpr  a  time  to 
be  limited,  the  period  for  which  they  were  in  force.  He 
Should  defire,  if  thefe  thoughts  met  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Houfe,  that  the  different  fr>)icitor$  Ihonid  be  dilfiiadcd 
4s6m  applying  for  new  a£lsy  and  that  ihey  ihould  be  aiTured 
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there  would  be  nooccafion  for  any  to  continue  thofe  now 
exiftiag. 

Mr.  D.  ai?;r^(fr  brought  in  a  bill  to  encourage  the  iooporca- 
tion  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  rye. — ^Reada  firil  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 
.  Mr.  'Jonts  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  produce  of  the  Income  Tax  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  4th  of  April,  1801,  as  far  as  can  be  made  up, 
diftinguifhing  the  fums  aflfefltd  by  the  commercial  and  common 
commiffioners. 

Mr.  Roje  faid,  it  was  impoflible  for  fuch  an  account  to  be 
prefented,  as  the  returns  had  not  yet  been  made  from  the  fe** 
vei^ldiftrids  ;  ^nd, 

After  fome  converfation  between  Mr.  Baker,- Mr.  Hob« 
houfe,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Rofe,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expiring  laws  was  received  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  and 
came  to  a  refolution  that  a  fupply  (bould  be  granted  to  iiis 
Majefty. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  w4s  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  the  next  day. 

A  bill  foe  fufpending  the  duties  payable  on  foreign  hops 
imported  was  read  a  firlt  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
lime  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Jones  gave  notice  that  on  this  day  fortnight «he  would 
make  a  motion  with  regard  to  the  war.  • 

The  hill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  rice,  and  the  bill 
to  anihorife  his  Majefty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  all 
kinds  of  provifions,  refpe£lively  went  through  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfr.     Ordered  to  be  reported  next  day. 

Mr.  Abbott  gave  notice  that  he  ititended  to  move  foi  leave 
to  brins  in  a  bill  to  afcertain  the  population  of  Great  Britain. 
In  every  point  of  view,  he  faid,  this  was  of  the  utmodim*^ 
portance  to  be  known,  particularly  at  the  prefent  moment; 
if  it  were  known,  the  exigence  of  fcarcity  might  be  afcer^^ 
tained,  and  its  recurrence  prevented. 

'  Mr.  Shitidan  faid,  he  had  read  over  with  the  greateft  at» 
tcntion  the  papers  which  were  the  preceding  day  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  He  was  not  then  going  to  give  any  opinion 
upon  them,  but  merely  te  mention  that  they  had  not  entirely 
fatished  his  mind,  and  to  give  notice  that  he  meant,  the  ftrit 
time  the  Minifter  was  prefent,  to  move  for  the  production  of 
fome  other  documents.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     . 

SATURDAY,    NOV.    I5.  * 

Mr.  Dent  pre?  fen  ted  a  petition  from  the  debtors  conSned  in 
the  gaol  of  Leiccilcr,  urging  the  dearncfs^of  provilions,  and 
praying  relief. 

Mr.  Nepean  gave  notice  of  [US'  intention  to  lay  before  the 
Houfc  an  t'Qimate  of  the  ordinaries:  and  extraordinaries  of  the 
navy,  preparatory  lo  hi.<  moving  a  vote  of  fcainen  in  a  com- 
mittee of  fiipply  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Long  nnoved  that  the  eflimates  of  the  ordinaries  and 
extraordinarics  of  the  army,  and  the  other  iifual  eilimates, 
viz.  for  guards,  garrifofis,  prifoners,  &c.  for  the  three  firft 
months  of  the  year  iSoi,  bj  laid  betorc  the  Houfe. — : 
Agreed  to. 

COALS. 

Mr.  Jcnes  (feeing  Mr.  Manning  in  his  place)  wifhed  to 
know  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a  hill  this 
felPion  for  the  regulation  of  the  coal  trade.  This  fubjed  had 
been  for  a  confiderablc  time  la(t  fedion  before  a  committee^ 
which- had  come  to  feveral  refoUnions;  but  no  benefit  that 
he  faw  refuited  from  its  labours,  as  the  price  of  coals  had 
rather  rifcn  inftcad  of  being  diminifhcd.  Confidering  this 
article  during  the  winter  (eafi^n  of  little  lefs  importance  to 
comfort  the  poor  than  even  provifions,  it  was  certainly  an 
objcft  which  ought  not  to  be  neglp<3td. 

Mr.  /Manning  replied,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  propofe 
to  the  Houfe  at  an  early  period  the  revival  of  the  committee^ 
but  as  there  were  fome  circumltance.s  .which  would  require 
confiderable  difculfion,  he  was  not  yet  certain  whether  a  bill 
could  be  brought  in  and  paflTed  between  this  atid  Chriftmas, 
including  all  thofe  ohjedls  which  he  meant  to  propofe.  la 
the  mean  time  however  fome  regulntion*?  may  be  adopted 
which  might  be-produclive  of  beneficial  cftVcts. 

Mr.  yones  faid,  he  conceived  that  the  committee  had  laft 
fcflion  finished  its  enquiry. 

Mr.  Manning  ^n[wcTtd,  that  on  referring  to  the  report,  he 
would  find  that  it  concluded  with  dating  that  further  enquiries 
would  be  neceflary. 

Mr.  Tierney  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  amount  of  the  income  tax  returned  to  the  Stamp 
Office,  and  an  eftimatc  of  the  probable  return  that  would  be 
giv^n  in  by  the  Commercial  Commiffioners. 
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Mr.  torrg  and  Mr.  Smith  faid  it  would  be  impolTible  to  lay 
a  complete  clHmate  before  the  Hoiife,  as  the  returns  were  by 
ho  means  perfed,  and  a  number  of  cafes  were  flill  undecidecf 
between  the  parties  and  the  C'>mmiflioners. 

Mr.  Tierney.  in  anfwer,  obfervcd  that  a  fimilar  accotmt  to 
what  he  now  demanded,  was  given  in  laft  year,  and  allowance 
made  for  the  roiighntfs  of  the  eftimate  of  what  was  in  difpute 
with  the  Commercial  Commiffioncrs.  He  did  not  expect 
them  to  gtve  an  account  of  what  would  be  paid,  as  that  mud 
be  unccnain,  but  they  would  certainly  produce  the  returns 
made  >o  the  Stainp-(  )ffice  of  what  people  were  ivilling  to  pay. 

Mr.  Rofe  replied,  that  the  accounts  produced  laft  fellioa 
vrere  at  a  much  later  period  of  the  year,  and  therefore  more 
ct)mpletc  than  they  could  poflibly  be  at  prefeni.  In  many*^ 
parts  even  the  firft  returns  had  not  yet  been  made,  and  for 
himfelf,  he  could  fay  that  it  was  not  till  the  preceding  day 
that  he  received  the  acquiefcence  of  the  CommifGoners  in  the 
fiatentent  which  he  gave  them. 

Mr.  Tii  ney,  however  pcrfittcd  in  his  motion  which  was 
put  and  negatived. — Adjourned.  r 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,  NOV.   17. 

Lord  Cltf/o't  (Earl  Darnley)  rofe  to  tnove,  thai  the  order  of/ 
fbc  day  which  he  had  given  notice  of  laft  Friday,  bedtfchar- 
ged.  His  Lord(hip  apologized  to  the  Houfe  for  the  trouble 
fee  had  given,  though  he  laid  he  could  not  confidcr  it  as  an 
onneceftary  ironblc,  fmcc  the  mare  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
was  turned  to  the  fubje(ft,  the  more  likely  it  was  that  fome 
beneficial  advantages  would  refull  from  their  difcuflions.  He 
rfld  not,  he  fard,  move  to  difcharge  the  order  from  any  idea 
that  ihe  two  propofrtions  which  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to 
fuggrft,  would  not  he  to  a  certain  degree  extremely  ufeful, 
but  from  thinking  Miat  he  was  not  very  likely  to  be  fupported 
in  his  intendT.d  tnotion.^  as  it  had  been  ftaied,  that  the  bring-  \ 
ing  forward  feparatc  propofi lions  in  the  Houfe  might  clafh 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  ;  he  would,  however, 
fake  that  opportunity  of  making  a  few  obfervations  rcfpcd- 
ing  the  prefcnt  .late  ot  the  country  in  refpe^l  to  corn  and 
provifions  He  ftill  adhered  to  the  opinions  that  he  had  db- 
iivercti  \J\  fcffion  on  the  fnppofed  fcarcity  that  was  then  faid 
toexift  ;  and  though  the  ec«>iiomical  agreement  that  was  en- 
tered intolaft  winter  came  from  a  moft  refpedable  and  il-  * 
luftridus  quarter,  he  complained  of  k  for  its  inefficiency^  as 
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he  believed   it  had  been  adhered  to  but  by  fevt  indeed,  the 
language   of  the  world  being,  that  one  man  faid,  '^  I  wbvI4 
limit  myfelf  and  my  family  to  a. given  number  of  loaves  and 
a  fmall  con&mptton  of  flour,  but  that  I  know  my  neighbours 
to  the  right  and  left  of  my  refidencc  do  no  fuch  thing,  and 
vrhy   (hould  I   ftint  myfclf  any  more  than  they  do.'^     The 
fcarcity  in  the  prefentyear,  his  Lordfhip  admitted,  was  from 
a  variety   of  caufes  much  greater  than  the  Uft  y^ar.     WheQ 
harveft  began,  there  was  the  fined  profped  of  a  plentiful  crop 
that  had   for  many  years  beenfeen;  but  unfortunately  to- 
-wards  the  end  of  Auguft,  a  blight,  or  mildew  ftruck  the 
{landing  corn,  and  did  it  infinite  mifchief,  and  that  misfor- 
tune vras  followed  by  a  feries  of  bad  weather,  which  not  only 
^  tetarded  the  getting  in  of  the  crops,  but  reduced  them  very 
confiderably  in  quality  and  value.     At  prefent  the  price  of 
provilions  was  enormoufly  high,  and  the  dittrefs  of  the  lower 
orders  extremely  urgent  and  prefTing;  it  was  requiiitc,  there«- 
fore,  that  fome  meafures  fhould  be  adopted  for  their  imme- 
diate relief.     The  objeS  of  the  committee  muft  neceflarily 
be,  to  fugged  fuch  meafures  as  ftiould  appear  to  them  mod 
^  likely  to  guard  in  future  again  (I  inconvenience  in  confequence 
of  the  apprehended  fcarcity  ;  for  his  part  he  had  not  the  lea(it 
fear  but  that  fix  month>  hence,  previous  to  the  next  harveft* 
the  country  would  be  amply  fupplied      Indeed  he  could  not 
^  for  a  moment  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  this  kingdom  with 
its  large  capital  and  numerous  marine,  could  at  all  times 
command  the  markets  of  the  red  of  Europe,  and  that   any 
thing  like  a  famine  was  utterly  impoilible  to  take  place  i^ 
Great  Britain,  iinlefs  it  was  an  univerfal  famine,  pervadirig 
all  other  countries.     He  looked  therefore  rather  anxioufly  at 
the  prefent  moment  of  didrefs.,  which  appeared  to  him  impc- 
rioufly  to  call  for  fuch  a  remedy  as  the  legiilature  could  itn- 
mediately  apply,  and  the  propodtions  he  had  meTitioned  on  a 
former  day  might  go  a  good  way  to  alleviate  the  eyils  fulFered 
iti  confequence  of  the  eAonnoufly  high  pi  ice  of  proviiions. 
Jn  recommending  them  hedelired  it  to  be  rccolle<3ed  that  he 
meant  to  fugged  them  merely  as  temporary  meafures,  and  tcf 
be  in  operation,  but   for  a  limited  time;  in  which  cafe  he 
thought  the  inconvenience  that  might  afife  from  them  would 
and  ought  to  be  chearfully  fubmiiicdto.     His  Lorddiip  en- 
forced his  argument  at  fome  length,  and  faid  he  truded  that 
the  committee  would  pay  due  attention  to  the  hints  he  had 
given>  as  every  fuggedion  adapted  to  immediate  applicaiiot> 
jogiight  be -worthy  coafideralion,  and  perhaps  fu  for  indant  ex^ 

M  2  periment. 
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periment.     He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  order  of  the 
day  be  difchargcd. 

The  Earl  ef  IVarwich  faid  he  rofc  to  fay  a  few  words  of  ex- 
planation  in  his  own  defence.     The  other  evening  he  had 
made  ufe  of  an  unfortunate  expreffion,  which  he  was  ex- 
tremely forry  to  have  dropped,  btcaufe,   from  the  impreffion 
it  feemtd  to  have  made  on  the  Hi'ufe,  it  appeared  as  if  the 
"word  liad  been  too  bad  to  be  lifttned  to  for  a  moment.     He 
had  been  anfwcred  by  a  noble  Secretary  of  State,  not  then  in 
the  HtHjfe.  who  had  done  him  the  honour  to  term  him  **  his 
noble  Friend,*'  an  honour  which  he  could  not  return, though 
no  man  entertained  a  higher  opit.ion  o\  the  worth,  integrity, 
and  'alcnts  ot  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  than  he  did.      He 
muft,  h^  wevcr,  take  the  hT)erty  of  faying  a  tew   words  in  < 
juftification,  not  of  the  unfortunate  word  that  he  had  dropped, 
but  of  the  principle  on  which  he  had  grounded  his  argument. 
He  (hould  ilill  contend  that  the  gains  of  the  farmer  were  cnor- 
nious,  and  beyond  all  proportion  of  reyfon.     He  was  himfelf 
a  faimcr,  and  fpoke  from  what  he  knew  ;  the  crops  in  his 
own  county,  and  tor  a  diOrid  of  four  hundred  miUs  that  he 
had  travelled,  wcreapparertlly  moft  plentiful,  and  he  faw  no 
reafon  whatever  for  the  farmers  being  allowed  to  derive  fo 
imreafonubte  a  profit  as  they  did  froin  the  fale  of  their  crops  ; 
and,  thrtfore,  he  muft  repeat  his  wifh,  that  fomc  mcafure  or 
other  might  be  adopted,  to  compel  the  farmer  to  bring  his 
corn  to  market,  and  be  contented  with   a    m<»derate  profit. 
He  had,  his  Lordfhip  (aid,  fpiit  his  rteward  among  the  far- 
mers, his  own  tenants,  to  remonftrate  with  them,  and  enquire 
vhy  corn  could  not  be  fold  at  a  cheaper  rate.     He  brought 
him  no  very  futjsfa^lory  anfwer  ;  he  therefore  took  his  horfc, 
and  rode  among  them  himfelf,  to  make  the  neccffary  enquiry  ; 
when  the  farmers  adiTiitted  that  \^heat    might  be  fold  at  a 
much  lower  piiie,  and  yet  aiford  them  a  competent   profit  ; 
and  that  ihcy  vCould   willingly  fubfcribe  their  names  to  an 
afl'ociation  to  fell  i  heir  corn  at  rediiced  price?,  if  other  farmers 
-woufd  do  the  f.ime      He  let  his  land,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  at 
twenty  (hillings  an  acre  ;  he  was  forry  to  fay  he  let  it  fo  low, 
as  he  knew,  that  when  duly   cultivated,  ir  yielded  to   the 
farmer  full  thirty  pounds  an  acre.     This,  furtly,  was  enor- 
nioufly  difpropor:icnate   and  he  wondered  not  a't  the  prof tife 
and  extravagant  ftyle  ui  living  of  feme  of  the  farmers,  who 
were  not  contented  with  drinking  wine  only,  but  even  mixed 
brandy  with  it  ;  and  that,  on  farms  from  which  they  derived 
fo  much  profit,  that  they  could  afford  to  leave  one-third  of 
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the  lands  they  rented  wholly  uncultivated;  the  other  two- 
thirds  yielding  them  fufficient  gain  to  fupport  all  their  lavifli' 
expenditure.  He  faid  he  had  occafion  to  fell  an  eftate  lately, 
and  coiud  find  no  purchafer,  till  he  went  and  offered  it  among 
the  farmers,  who  bought  it  immediately.  In  (hort,  he  Jcnew: 
not  a  dcfcription  of  men  who  were  acquiring  fortiwcs  more 
rapidly  than  the  farmers,  and  all  at  the  expence  of  the  public. 
From  his  owi'i  perfonal  obfervation  he  was  enabled  to  fay» 
that  the  mifery  and  diftrefs  of  the  poor  was  extreme,  fo  much 
fo,that  it  was  abfolutely  impoflibteat  prefent,  he  would  main- 
tain it,  for  the  labouring  man  or  mechanic  to  gain'a  fubfift- 
cncc  by  his  induftry — nay,  even  the  fituaiion  of  thofe  who 
had  retired,  after  many  years  honourable  fervice  of  theic 
country,  both  by  fea  and  land,  was  fo  reduced  that  they  were 
no  longer  Gentlemen,  nor  could  their  means  fupport  them  as 
fuch.  He  had  himfcif  met  with  a  clergyman,  who,  upon  his 
afking  him  how  he  felt  in  thefe  critical  times?  anfwered 
him,  that  at  prefent  he  was  happy  and  eafy.     Upon  hisex- 

f'  irefling  his  furprifc,  the  clergyman  faid,  that  he  had  for 
bme  time  given  over  all  thoughts  of  confining  himfelf  to  his 
income,  ihat  he  was  living  upon  fome  money  that  he  had  laid 
lip,  and  that  enough  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half  longer. 
In  fad,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  what  with  the  taxes  and  the  high 
price  of  provifions,  money  was  changing  hands  every  day,  and 
the  men  of  landed  eflates  were  obliged  to  part  with  more  or 
lefs  of  their  property  every  year.  He  would  fuppofc  that  he 
himfelf  had  an  tftate  often  thoufaod  a  year ;  a  great  part  of  it 
went  in  taxes  and  articles  of  confumption,  and  before  the  end 
of  the  next  fcflion  much  more,  he  had  tio  doubt,  would  betaken ; 
fo  that  in  a  few  years  neither  he  nor  other  noble  Lords  would 
have  enough  left  to  fupport  their  rank,  or  the  diftinguifhed 
place  they  were  defined  to  hold  in  the  community.  With 
regard  to  the  exiftence  of  adual  fcarcity,  his  Lordihip  affertcd 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  living  to  afccrtain 
the  faft.  He,  as  a  farmer,  believed  that  there  was  corn  enough 
in  the  country  to  meet  its  wants,  if  any  means  were  taken  to 
compel  the  corn-growers  to  bring  it  to  market  and  difpofe  of 
it  at  a  reafonable  profit ;  but  as  to  the  fort  of  witnefles,  corn- 
fadors  and  great  growers  of  corn,  who  would,  mofl  likely, 
be  thole  called  before  the  committee,  they  were  intcreftcd  in 
mifleading  them,  and  therefore  their  teflimony  ought  not  to 
be  implicitly  relied  on.  All  the  profits  on  the  crops  went 
into  the  pockets  of  the  farmer,  and  the  faftor  or  agent.  It 
^vas  therefore  incumbent  on  the  legiflature  not  ^to  fufFer  th^ 
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fiibfiftencc  of  the  kingdom  to  depend  upon  their  mercy,  and 
he  thought  himfelf  juTiified  iif  propoHng  that  bounds  ihould 
he  fet  to  the  extravagance  of  their  extortions.  If  ever  the 
country  was  in  a  dale  which  required  the  interference  of  the 
£egiflature  to  (lop  the  great  evils  that  were  going  abroad,  it 
i^as  at  this  period  when  the  numerous  enemies  of  (he  confli- 
tution  and  Government  were  taking  advantage  of  thediftrefles . 
of>  the  people,  and  were  working  day  and  night  to  forward 
their  wicked  purpofesi  fo  much  fo,  that  the  walls  of  the 
manufa&uring  towns  throughout  the  kingdom,  were  too 
fmall  to  contain  the  quantity  of  fedition  that  was  written. 
If  the  Meinber^  of  the  Legiflature  fuffered  this  fyftcm  of 
keeping  up  the  price  of  all  neceifaries  to  go  on  much  longer, 
they  would  find  in  the  end  that  their  eftates  would  become  of 
little  value  to  them — Farmers  would  at  length  be  the  pur- 
chafers  of  eftates.  He  wi(hed  that  the  committee  might  take 
ihofe  things  into  their  ferious  confideratiun,  and  recommend 
&ich  meaiiires  as  would.  (Irike  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  He 
fpoke  with  great  diffidence  in  his  own  opinion,  while  addrtf- 
iing  a  fet  of  noble  Lords,  many  of  whom  muil  be  more  con« 
yerfant  with  the  fubjcA  than  himfelf,  but  he  yielded  to  no 
man  in  feeling  and  in  charity,  and  in  propoflng  what  he  did, 
be  only  obeyed  the  fuggeftions  of  his  reafon,  and  the  didates 
of  hi^confciejice. 

Lord  Hobart  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  deliver  any  fentiments 
.that  he  might  entertain  on  the  ftibje£i,  bccaufe  he  thought 
that  would  be  to  deliver  a  premature  opinion.  He  thought 
every  noble  Lord  had  better  wait  till  the  committee  had 
fifliOied  their  invedigation,  and  fubmitted  ihe  refult  of  it  to 
the  Houfe.  P|irliament  bad  afTembled  only  lad  luefday,  and 
»  committee  'o  enquire  Into  the  fubjcdl  had  already  been  ap-* 
pointed,  fo  that  not  a  moQient  had  bcien  lod.  He  rofe  merely 
io  aifure  the  noble  Earl,  that  if  he  forebore  to  reply  to  his 
fpeech,  it  was  not  from  any  idea  that  his  arguments  could 
not  be  anfwerod,  but  merely  becaufe  that  was  not  the  proper 
tinne  to  difcufs  the  fubjeft. 

The  Lord  Chancelhr  left  the  woolfack,  and  declared  that  he 
could  not  let  the  obfer  vat  ions  of  the  noble  Lord  pafs  without 
fome  notice  being  taken  of  them.  The  noble  Earl  he  re* 
inarked  had  apologized  for  uflng  a  particular  expredion  in  a 
former  debate,  he  begged  leave,  therefore,  to  inform  him,  that 
there  was  no  mifchief  in  the  word  maximum^  the  mifchief 
was  in  agitating  the  idea  of  fo  dired  and  ruinous  an  attack  ov\ 
perfonal  property.     He  thanked  Gpd  the  bonds  of  fociety  in 
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this  country  were  not  yet  fo  much  relaxed,  neither  were  he  fo 
forgetful  of  law  and  joiiice,  as  10  render  it  either  fate  or  po- 
litic for  any  Government  to  give  way  to  popular  ciamottr, 
and  refort  to  a  meafure»  which,  according  to  all  experience, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  was  the  certain  fore-runner  of  the 
deftrudion  i*f  all  order,  all  happinefs,  and  all  the  comforts  of 
life.  Had  the  noble  Earl  forgot  that  the  experiment  had  not 
long  fmcc  been  tried  in  a  neighbouring  nation,  and  was  he 
not  aware  of  the  infinite  mifcry  that  fucceeded?  Afany  were 
flarved  to  death,  and  a^ual  famine  prevailed*  The  farmers 
held  back,  and  the  corn,  was  obliged  to  be  put  in  requifitiou 
to  the  ruin  of  thoufands  ;  even  in  that  country  the  meafure 
v^as  Aion  abandoned.  So  in  the  reign  of  {ildward  the  Second 
in  this  country,  a  law  was  made  to  limit  and  reftrain  the 
price  of  corn  and  all  lortsi  of  provifions.  A  meafure  which 
the  contemporary  hifiorians  all  ftate,  to  have  been  followed 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequcnces,  as  it  filled, the  kingdom 
M'irh  the  uimoft  dillrefs.  Was  the  noble  Earl  aware,  that  in 
order  to  carry  ftich  a  meafure  into  cffe^,  an  inquifition  as  lo 
the  (lock  in  hand  of  every  farmer,  and  of  every  individuaJ^ 
who  had  corn  by  him,  muO  be  taken  ;  and  did  he  reflect  oki 
the  violent  injuflice  of  compelling  the  farmer  to  bring  his 
property  to^market,  and  fell  it  at  a  fet  led  and  limited  price 
againll  his  will  ?  Such  a  ilep  would  produce  incalculable  mif-* 
chief,  and  was  pregnant  with  the  extremcft  danger  to  the 
exidence  of  the  (late  and  conftitution.  The  farmers  and 
their  families  would  be  (irft  (larved^  becaufe  if  they  were 
compelled  to  bring  their  corn  to  market  to  fell  at  anaibitrary 
price,  the  inquiTition  that  mu(l  be  made  into  their  (lock, 
would  lead  to  a  quick  fale  of  the  whole  of  that  (locki  tht;  im-^ 
mediate  confequence  of  which  would  be,  that  fcarcity  woukl 
be  converted  into  famine.  He  heard  With  regret  the  noble 
Lord's  declarations,  that  farmers  mixed  brandy  with  their 
wine,  that  they  could  afford  to  live  expenfively  on  the  profits 
of  only  two  thirds  of  their  farms,  leaving  the  remainder  un- 
cultivated, and  that  they  were  the  only  perfons  rich  enough, 
to  purchafe  eflates.  Such  declarations  could  do  no  good,  but 
-Were  only  likely  to  inflame  the  public  mind  againft  adefcrip* 
fion  of  men;  perhaps  the  mod  ufeful  in  the  community,  be-* 
taufe  on  the  farmers  the  poor  as  well  as  ti>e  rich  depended  for 
their  food  and  fudcnance.  The  noble  Earl  had  faid,  that  the 
farmers  he  confulted,  declared  ihemfelves  ready  to  fiibfcribe 
to  ai  voluntary  affociation  to  fell  their  wheat  at  ten  fliillings 
the  bulhcl  ioilead  of  twenty,     buch  a  declaration  was  highly 
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laudable,  but  it  would  have  been  (iill  more  to  their  honour  if 
they  had  done  To ;  if  however  their  benevolence  and  humanity 
were  not  fuffictent  to  prompt  them  to  take  fuch  a  ftep,  iro 
irritation  of  their  worlt  paflions  by  coercion  would  effect  it, 
without  giving  rife  to  a  train  of  the  molt  deplorable  evils. 
Bcfides  it  was  clt^ar,  that  if  the  (locks  of  the  farmers  were 
forced  from  them  by  the  operation  of  a  amipuintry  and 
iniquitous  law,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  any  longer  to 
carry  on  the  biifinefs  of  hufbandry,  or  maintain  what  he 
might  term  the  living  machinery  of  their  farms.  Tfiey  were 
as  much  inteysiled  in  the  fuflenance  aAd  fupport  of  their 
labouring  men,  as  they  were  of  their*  horfes.  If  they  could 
not  be  fed,  and  feeds  were  not  to  bo'pF6cured  for  the  next 
year's  crop,  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom  muft  (lop  alto- 
gether. It  mud  be  remembered  alfo,  that  in  the  fird  opera- 
tion of  fuch. a  meafure  to  compel  the  farmers  to  part  with 
their  property,  whether  they  chofe  it  or  not,  would  be  to 
exercife  the  mod  intolerable  tyranny,  and  to  treat  t-hem  as 
abjecl  flaves  ;  nay  eveh  in  the  Wed  India  Iflands*  in  wli:h 
there  had  at  different  times  been  feafbns  of  C:)ircity,'he  never 
Jiad  heard  of  the  flaves^  to  whom  it  was  known  that  provifion 
ground  was  allotted,  being  by  any  law  or  regulation  compelled 
to  bring  the  produce  of  their  ground  to  market,  an4  fell  it  at 
a  dated  price.  His  Lordfliip  faid  he  thought  it  right  to  make 
thefe  observations  io  confequence  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Earl,  to  whofe  good  intentions  he  was  ready  to  do 
every  poflible  judicc  ;  he  fincercly  believed,  that  the  noble 
Earl  was  aduated  by  the  bed  fentiments,  and  that  it  was  the 
purity  of  his  own  mind,  that  mifled  and  as  it  were  blinded 
him  to  the  fatal  and  dedrndive  confequences,  that  mud  in- 
evitably refult  from  the  defperate  remedy  that  he  had  recom- 
niended.  if  the  Legiflature  were  fo  imprudent  as  to  adopt  it. 

The  Earl  of  Harwich  faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  date 
his  fentiments  on  a  fubjed  of  the  (ird  and  extremed  import- 
ance,  and  refpefiing  which  he  fpoke  from  his  own  peri'onal 
knowledge.  He  dood  in  that  Houfe  as  independent  as  any 
other  noble  Lord,  independent  equally  from  the  fovereign  to 
the  meanefl  peafant  in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  though  he  was  not 
much  in  the  habit  of  fpeaking  in  that  Houfe,  and  had  not 
troubled  their  Lordfhtps  very  often  in  the  courfe  of  his  Par- 
liamentary life,  yet  he  had  a  right  to  deliver  his  opinion,  and, 
whenever  he  thought  it  ntceffary  to  do  fo,  he  would  aik  no 
man's  con  Tent. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  applauded  and  agreed  with  every 
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vrord  that  had  fallen  from  the  learned  Lord  on  the.woolfack. 
He  faidy  he  conceived  every  confticution  had  its  peculiar 
'  foVois.  Parliament  met  lad  Tuefday  only  ;  and  no  time  had 
been  loft,  as  a  committee  was  already  appointed,  tie  had  no 
doubt  but  that  committee  Mrould  exert  them.felves  and  furnilh 
the  Houfe  with  complete  information  on  the  fubjeS :  he 
therefore  dep/ecated  every  premature  difcudion,  as  likely  to 
embarrafs  the  coinmittee,  and  to  lengthen  its  labours. 
.   The  order  of  Hhe  day  was  difcharged. 

Lord  Carrir^t^nthcTX  rofe,  and,  after  a  few  prefatory  Words, 
moved,  at  the  deflre  of  the  committee^  that  a  mefTage  be  fept 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  requeft  that  they  would  permit 
the  hon.  George  VillierSy-amember  of  that  honourable  Houfe, 
to  attend  the  commiHee,^  and  be  examined  as  a  witnefs.— 
Ordered.     Adjourned^ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  NOV.   ly. 

Sir  JFm,  Heathcote  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  debtors 
confined  in  the  gaol  of  Winchcfter,  praying  for  relief. — Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  . 

Mr.  Jonrs  gave  notice  that  the  next  day  he  would  move  foe 
the  produSion  of  a  paper  relative  to  Egypt,  which  he  did  not 
find  in  the  colled^on  of  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Wm.  EiUoi  bid  before  the  Houfe  an  eftimate  of  the 
ordinary  and  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  navy. 

Mr..  Hyder  prefented  feveral  papers  atid  accounts  refpefling 
foreign  grain  to  be  imported. 

Referred  to  the  committee  upon  the  high  price  of  pro- 
Vifions. 

The  bill  for  grantjng  bounties  for  grain  imported,  was  read 
a  fccond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Wednefday. 

Mr.  Sheridan  iM^  that  i^s  none  of  his  Majelly's  Minifters 
were  prefcni,  imd  as  he  underUood  it  was  not  convenient  for 
tbem  to  attend  in  their  places  that  day,  lie  would  defer  his 
motion  for  the  produflion  of  additional  papers,  relative  to  th# 
late  negociation,  till  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Sheiidan  prcfcnied  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Norwich,  complaining  of  the  increafe  of  the  fear- 
city,  and  dating  that  it  was  owing  in  a  great  mcafure  to  foul 
practices  ;  for  the  harveft  had  been  remarkably  abundant  in 
that  part  of  the  country. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  high  price  of  provifions. 

The  report  of  the  bill  for  laying  an  additional  tax  on  fpirits 
Vol.   iV.    18:0.  N  dUUlled 
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tliftilled  frttu  bfarky,  &c.  Was  received,  aM  the  refolutions 
agreed  to/ 

Mr.  ^jrA^obfcrvcd,  that  as  two  gentlemen  (Mr.  Sheridan 
at^d  Mr.  Jones)  had  given  notice  of  motions  for  further  papers 
reil^peding  the  negociation,  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
have  both  motions  difcnifed  on  the  fame  day,  as  they  related 
to  the  fame  objeA,  than  on  different  days. 

This-fuggeftion  gave  rife  to  fome  converfation  between  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Shepidan,  and  Mr.  Tierney. 

Mr.  Jones  was  for  having  a  diftinft  day  to  himfelf,  as  he 
wi(hed  to  touch  on  the  fubjedl  of  Egypt,  nearly  in  the  lame 
manner  as  he  had  treateclthat  fiibjed  laft  year — befides,  it 
vas  Irkely  that  the  Houfe  might  not  be  difpoftd  to  entertain 
his motron  after  their  attention  had  been  detained  by  that  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan^. 

Mr.  Sheridan  expreifed  a  will)  to  know  if  it  was  the  inteit- 
tion  of  Minirters  to  refer  the  papers  refpcSing  the  negocia- 
tion  to  a  committee,  and  whether  there  were  any  refohitions, 
or  any  fpecific  addrefs,  to  be  moved  upon  them— if  no  day 
fffbuld  bti  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  he  ihould,  when  he 
fubmitted  his  motion  to  the  Houfe  for  the  additional  papers^ 
go  more  at  large  into  that  fub}e£l — but  if  another  day  (hould 
be  appointed  for  the  confideraiion  of  the  papers  already  on 
ihe  table,  then  his  intended  motion  fhould  take  up  but  very 
little  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe. 

As  there  was  none  of  his  Majefly's  Minifters  prefent  lo 
gfve  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan's  quedion,  he  gave  notice 
that  he  would  repeat  it  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Tierney  obfefved,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  that 
!\1ini(lers  couid  with  to  pafs  over  in  filence  the  confidcratton 
of  thofe  papers,  to  which  his  Majefty*s  fpeech  had  fo  pointedly 
adverted.  As  to  the  more  convenient  day  for  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jones),  he  wculd*  advife  him  to  name 
Friday. 

After  fome  further  obfervations  from  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Thrrney,  and  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Jones  perfifled  \n  giving 
notice  that  his  motion  (hould  ftand^for  ijie  next  day. 

The  expiring-laws  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfclf  into  a  committee  of 
fopply,  it  was  moved  that  1 2^,oco  feamen,  including  ^2,396 
marines,  be  voted  for  the  fcrvice  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  ^r 
three  lunar  months. 

Mr.  Tierney  couW  not  conceive  why  a  fupply  (houUl  be 
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▼oted  for  three  months,  when  his  M ajefiy's  fpeech  exprtTsIy- 
did  that  ftich  a  fiipply  only  woutd  be  aiked  tor  as  might  be 
BccciFary,  till  it  was  convenient  for  the  Imperial  Parliament 
to  aflemble — The  Imperial  Parliament,  it  was  novir  well 
known,  was  to  meet  ^n  the  22d  of  January  next.  Why,  * 
therefore,  vote  a  fupply  for  three  months  indead  of  ofie  month  ? 
Mr.  Roft  faid,  that  as  the  Iriih  Pari  lament  had  voted  their 
fupply  up  to  the  period  i\e  mentioned,  it  might  be  incoifveni^ 
cot  if  the  Britiih  Parliament  ihould  not  do  the  fame. 

Mr.  Tierney  declared,  that  he  could  fee  no  connexion  be- 
tween the  accounts  of  the  IriOi  and  the  Brttitb  Parliament.' 
Neither  had  he  any  objedion  to  the  nutnber  of  men  voted. 
'His  idea  was,  that  in  the  prefcnt  ft^i^e  of  the  countrir,  tli# 
Houfe  of  Commons  (hoold  keep  in  their  power  the  means  o£ 
enforcing  an  early  attendance  of  Parliament,  after  the  Chrift- 
ma^  holidays.  He  could  not,  therefore,  very  eaiily.difcharg^ 
his  mind  from  the  fufpicion  that  the  prefent  vute  yras  brought 
forward  in  order  to  avoid  the  ncceffiiy  of  calling  Parliament 
together  as  foon  as  circumftances  Teemed  to  require  thdR: 
attendance. 

Some  few  words  then  paifed  in  explanation  between  Mr^ 
Rofeand  Mr.  Tierney,  after  which  the  following  fefolution« 
were  moved  and  agreed  to : 

That  120,000  feamen,  including  22,396  marines,  \f^ 
granted  for  the  fervice-of  the  navy,  for  three  Umar  months. 

That  the  fum  of  666,oool.  be  granted  for  the  wages  of 
the  faid  men,  at  the  rate  of  1I.  17s   per  man  per  month. 

That  the  fum  of  684,0001.  be  granted  for  viduajling  the 
faid  men,  at  the  rate  of  iL  i8s,  per  maii  per  month. 

That  the  fum  of  i,o8o,oool.  be  granted  for  the  wear  an(f 
tear  of  the  (hips  upon  which  the  faid  men  are  to  fervei  at  thi 
rat^of  3I.  per  man  per  month. 

That  90,0001.  be  granted  for  the  ordnance  employed  0h 
board  the  (hips  in  which  the  faid  men  ferve,  at  the  rate  oi  %%. 
per  man  per  month. 

The  Secretary  at  If^ar  next  prefe«tcd  the  army  eftimates. 
Mr.  Tierney  obferved,  that  ^nth  regard  to  the  fiavy  the 
eountry  felt  no  reludance  in  feeing  the  fupplies  voted  \  bt?* 
that  the  feelings  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  were  very 
different  with  regard  to  the  army.  He  mull  therefore  move, 
that  a  printed  copy  of  thefe  eftimates  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Jonei  faid,  that  there  was  but  one  feeling  and  but  one 
IPpii^ion  throMgbout  tl^e  coimtry  refpe£ling  the  navy ;  but  as 

N  2  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9S  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  RFPORTS.     [CowMONt,* 

to  the  army,  and  many  cijcumftanccs  which  attended  it,  the 
people  feh  very  dW<Jrently.  The  people  had  their  fiifpicians, 
nay  their  abhorrence  of  many  things  which  were  now  con- 
nected with  the  army.  Indeed,  though  his  ex  predion  might 
again  be  reprobated  as  too  ftrong  by  the  Secretary  at  war,  he 
was  ftill,  however,  bold  to  fay,  and  that  from  the  moft  re-^ 
fpedable  authority,  that  attempts  were  made  lo  recruit  our" 
army%  h  Robcfpierre  \  that  Engliflimen  were  aflually^^/r v^^ 
into  the  army. 

The'Drdnancc  cftimates  were  alfo  prefented,  and  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

The  bills  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  rice,  &c.  and 
for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  all  arncles  of  provificns 
and  food,  were  read  a  third  time  and  pailed. 

The  hop  itnporiaiion  bill  went  through  the  committee,' 
and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

*  TUESDAY,  NOV.  l8. 

Sir  jofeph  Bajiks  was  the  preceding  day  fworn  a  wxtnefste^ 
give  evidence  before  the  felcS  committee. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  rice  for  a  limit^ 
time,  and  the  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  from  time  to  time  to 
Ihrohibit  the  exportation  of  provifions,  were  brought  up,  pre- 
fented by  Mr;  Bragge  and  others,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  NOV.   l8. 

Petitions  were  prefented  from  the  prifoners  confined  for 
debt  in  the  county  gaols  of  Worceftcr,  Hercfond,  Denbigh 
and  Warwick,  praying  for  relief. — Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt^  after  making  a  few  obfervations  on 
the  difficiiliics  with  which  the  lower  claflTes  of  the  community 
have  at  prefent  to  ftrugglc,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to'explain  and  amend  an  adl  paflcd  in  the  22d  of  Geo.  II. 
with  regard  fo  the  ftate  of  xYx  poor.  Leave  u:ranted. 
-  A  niclfage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Honfe  that  their 
Lordships  requcfttd  that  the  hon.  George  Villiers,  might  be 
allowed  to  be  examined  before  the  committee  appointed  by 
their  Lordfliips.  to  enquire  iniio  thecaufcs  of  the  prefent  high 
price  of  provifions. 

Mr.  VtUiers  being  abfenf,  and  it  being  iHns  impoflible  to 

know  whether  he  would  confcut  to  wave  his. privilege,  tht 

'  'Commons 
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Commons  dcQred  the  meflengers  to  inform  their  Lordfhipa 
that  they  would  return  an  anfwer  by  a  meflenger  of  their  own. 

Mr.  Braggf  brought  pp  the  report  of  the  commit  tee  on  the 
duties  payable  on  fpirits  diftilled  from  barley. 

The  report  being*  read  and  agreed  to,  it  was  ordered  that 
\x  be  an  inftru£iion  to  the  comnaittee  on  the  expiring  laws,  tq 
take  mealiires  for  carrying  into  eiFe&  its  feveral/refoiutions. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  fupply  w^s  broughMipt 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

A  committee  of  ways  and  means  was  ordered  to  fit  on  Friday* 

The  foreign  hop  duty  rufpcnfion  bill  was  reported,  an4 
ordered  to  be  read  aihird  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dudley  Ryder^  the  accounts  pre* 
(ented  the  preceding  day  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  were  o^« 
dered  to  be  printed. 

NEGOCIATION    PAPERS. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  underftood  a  quef- 
lion  had  been  alked,  whether  it  was  intended  by  Minifters  to 
move  that  the  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe  refpeding  tho 
^Commencement.of  a  negociation  for  peace,  be  taken  into  con- 
(ideration  on  any  particular  day.  He  begged  leave  to  inti- 
mate that  his  Majefty's  fervants  had  no  fuch  intention,  as  they 
conddered  any  fpecific  motion  of  this  nature  altogether  un- 
ncceflary.  The  papers  were  printed,  and  were  in  evaij 
gentlemen*s  hands,  fo  that  the  contents  of  them  oiuft  be  fully 
known  to  all.  This  knowletlge,  he  was  confiilent,  was,  all 
that  was  neceflary  to  convince  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that 
the  condu£l  of  the  Englifh  Government  in  the  whole  tran^ 
fafiion,  had  been  prudent,  dignified,  and  upright.  If  any 
Gentleman  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  however,  was 
of  a  different  opinion,  he  (hould  be  happy  to  argue  the  fub-  . 
jefl  in  aby  form  that  Gentleman  might  think  fit  to  bring  it 
forward.  ,  , 

Mr.  Nicholas  mostA,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
an  account  of  the  quantity  of  gold  ufed  in  his  Majcfty's  mint, 
from  Michaelmas  day  J  796,  to  Michaelmas  day  1800,  dif^ 
tinguiihing  the  quantity  ufcd  in  each  year.     Ordered. 

DEARTH    OF    PROVISIONS, 

Mr.  Grey  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  . 
siccount  of  the  grain,  meal,  and  flour  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of 
fhe  navy  and  army,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the 
prefent  date,  diflinguifliing  the  quantity  purchafed  in  eacl^ 
year,  and  the  average  price  paid  for  it.     Ordered. 
«    Mr»  Grey  likewife  movcd|  That  there  be  lai^  before  the 

Hou(c 
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Houfc  an  account  of  the  number  of  fwine,  (heep,  anAcattle 
bought  by  the  viaualling-ofHce  for  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty's 
forces,  by  fea  and  land,  during  the  fame  period,  and  made  up 
in  the  fame  way. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  by  an  account 
of  this  nature  thehon.  Gentleman  could  procure  very  little 
information,  as  it  would  not  appear  whether  the  animals 
were  large  6t  fmalU  fat  or  lean. 

Mr.  Grey  thanked  him  for  ihe  hint,  and  moved  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  pounds  of  pork,  mutton,'  and  beef 
fought,  &c.     The  account  was  ordered.        ' 

Mr.  Grey  then  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  ths  Houfe 
an  Account  of  the  nuiliber  of  men  raifed  for  the  army  and 
Bovy  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  faid,  if  it  were  poflible  to 
Qiake  up  fuch  an  account  he  mould  have  no  objedion  what- 
ever to  its  being  made  public.<  He  had  ever  found  that  after 
minute  enquiry,  our  lofs  had  turned  out  to  be  much  fmaller 
than  it  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  by  the  vulgar.  But  there 
•  were  no  authentic  documents  from  which  to  make  up  the  ac- 
feunt,  and  being  thus  imperfed,  it  would  miflead  iuftead  of 
giving  real  information. 

Mr.^Grey  faid,  the  beft  and  lateft  accounts  would  be  fuf- 
ficient,  as  far,  at  leaft,  as  they  could  be  made  out. 

The  Chen  clior  a/the  Exchequer  meant  that  ihofe  could  not 
be  accurate. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  imdcrdood  regular  returns  were  always 
made. 

Mr.  fyirtdham  faid,  that  he  knew  fuch  accounts  muft  fall 
ihort  of  accuracy,  as  he  endeavoured  for  his  own  fa'^isfadion 
to  obtain  fuch,  but  found  it  inefiPedual. 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  that  laft  feifion  a  moft  accurate  return 
^as  made  afrer  the  Dutch  expedition.     ♦ 

Mr.  Windham  faid,  that  new  means  had  been  ufed  then  to 
get  this  particular  information,  through- means  of  regimentat  " 
accounts. 

Thff  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i;i\{\^  that  as  far  as  he  could 
recollet^-,  particular  means  had  been  ufed,  and  coiild  be  ap- 
plied to  late  expeditions,  which  could  not  be  applied  to  the 
expeditions  in  the  early  part  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Hohhouje  faid,  that  as  far  as  he  was  informed  regular 
rettirns  had  been  always  made. 

The  following  accounts  were  then  moved  for  by  Mr.  Grey  t 

"  An  account  of  the  ni'imber  of  men  raifed  for  the  arjny 
and  navy,  trom  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  the  prefent 

period  j 
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period ;  of  the  number  dircharged  ;  and  of  the  number  killed 
in  action  down  to  the  faid  period  ;  and  alfo  of  the  number  of 
men  actually  ferving  in  the  army  and  navy,  according  to  the 
Jatcft  returns."     Oi^ered. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  who  had  entered  the  Houfe  only  a  few  ma- 
ments  before,  faid  heunderftood  that  it  had  been  intimated  ta 
his  abfence,  that  Minifters  did  not  intend  to  move  for  the 
papers  with  fcgard  to  the  negociation  being  taken  intocon«- 
fideration  on  any  particular  day.  As  he  was  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  given 
that  intimation,  he  meant  to  make  a  motiorr  for  that  purpofe 
on  Monday  next.  On  Thurfday  he  would,  as  he  had  given 
notice,  move  for  the  production  of  feveral  other  documents, 
as  he  confidered  the  collection  in  the  prefent  ftate  extremely 
defective^ 

The  ChanciUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  would  be  very  kind 
in  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  mention  what  the  papers  were 
that  he  meant — if  he  teally  knew  himfelf 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  that  it  did  not  follow,  becaufe  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  re fufe  all  further  information,  that 
he  had  none  to  make. 

EGYPT. 

Mr.  T.  Jones  faid,  that  when  the  papers  he  held  in  his  hand 
(the  late  correfpohdence  between  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  atid 
the  Government  of  France)  had  been  laid  upon  the  table; 
he  and  every  oneelfe  he  believed,  expefted  that  at  the  deflre 
of  the  Minifters  themfelvcs,  they  woijld  have*  been  taken  into 
confide  ration  by  the  Houfe. 

Since  that  expedation  had  been  dirappointed,  he  hoped  he 
(hould  (land  excufed,  if  he  once  more  begged  the  attention  of 
the  Hotife  to  the  fubjed  of  the  evacuation  of  Eg)f(< — now 
become  by  the  incapacity  of  his  Majcfty's  Minifters,  the  hotig 
of  con  ention  between  England  and  France,  and  xhcjlumiling 
block  :q  peace. 

W!.en  he  had  firft  introduced  this  fubjefl  laft  feffions(Ju}y 
8th,  vide  Parliamentary  Reports)  to  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  he  had  been  told  by  one  of  the  Members  for  York- 
fhire  (Mr.  Wilber force),  that  he  laboured  undeca  total  mifap- 
prehenfion  on  the  fubjed^  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and^ 
that  his  cenfures  on  his  MajeRy*s  Minifters  were  ilUfounded, 
and  his  fears  for  the  lamentable  confequences  of  what  he 
thought  a  breach  of  faiih,  vifionary — facts  however  ate  ftiib- 
bom  things,  and  not  to  be  overturned  by  aftertionsof  this  foft, 
from  any  quarter^  however  rcfpecrable* — He  had  been  mote- 
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over  told  on  that  day  (8th  July)  by  the  right  hon.  the  Sccrctarjr 
of  State  (whom  he  was  forry  now  not  to  fee  in  his  place  as 
he  (Mr.  Jones)  had  challenged  him  to  difbufs  the  point  of  a 
fuccefsful  war  from  day  to  day  and  from  hour  to  hour)  thai 
the  original  treaty  would  be  renewed,  nay  that  perhaps  at  the 
ilmehe  was  /peaking  ihe  French  were  evacuating  5^/. 

Mr.  Jones  begged  gentlemen  to  obferve  that  what  he  (hoolcf 
advancethis  night,  was  not  mere  aflertion. — He  fliould  refer 
in  the  cour  fe  of  his  fpccch  to  official  document  s^  which  he  trufted, 
.would  not  fail  to  bring  home  conviction.  The  French  were 
now  firmly  in  poffeffion  of  Egypt,  and  of  what  detrimcat  to 
this  country  that  pofleflion  was,  the  papers  on  the  table  of  the 
,Houfc  fully  evinced. 

As  a  previous  (lep  to  putting  the  Houfe  in  pofTeQion  of  thefe 
facts  neceflary  to  elucidate  his  arguments,  he  Should  move 
that  the  motions  he  had  fubmitted  lad  feflion  to  the  Houfe  on 
the  fubject  of  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  be  read— (Here  fix 
motions  were  read  by  the  clerk  on  Mr.  Jones's  motion  made 
the  23d  July)  the  object  of  his  motion  this  day  would  be  to 
requcft  the  production  of  a  letter,  on  the  fubject  of  which  the 
whole  almoft  of  the  voluminous  cgrrefpondence  he  held  in  his 
hand  turned,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  have  the  patience 
to  attend  to  him  while  he  read  thofe  exiraSs  from  the  eoircf- 
pondence,  without  reading  which  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  forward  the  object  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Jones  here  referred  to  the  letters  marked  No.  7. 
CommifTioner  George's  letter  to  Lord  Grenvill.e — No*  15. 
Ottp's  note  to  Lord  Grenville— -No.  18. — 4th  and.6ih  ar- 
ticle of  the  French  project.  No.  24.  Lord  Grenville's  note 
—-No.  25.  Lord  Grenville's  counter  project — Article  4th 
No.  a8.  Otto's  note  after  counter  project  had  been  examined 
6y  the  Fit  *  Conftd  and  refufed. 

No.  32.  Bonaparte's  fecond  project.  No.  38.  Mr,  Ham* 
mond's  injlrulihns  to  confer  wiih  Mr.  Oito  on  the  iecond 
project. 

On  thefi  inftructions  Mr.  Jones  aflced  if  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
was  not  joined  with  his  brother  Mr.  Spencer  Smith  as  joint 
plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  at  the  court  of  Conftanii- 
nopler  Hadhinotpowcr  to  treat  at  Acre?  Did  not  Minifters 
^now  that  in  conjuction  with  GKezzar  Pacha,  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  offered  to  convey  the  French  out  of  Egypt  individually 
or  in  the  aggregate  r  Did  his  Majcfty*s  Minifters  previous  to 
January  a4th,  1800,  after  the  convention  with  Klebcr  coun- 
termand the  orders  under  whichj  it  is  prefumcd.  he  acted  from 

the 
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ihc  beginning  of  May  in  the  preceding  year,  or  if  not,  war- 
ranted in  his  conduct  did  they,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it, 
exprefs  their  anger,  within  the  eight  following  months,  off 
^ven  fome  time  after  he  had  acceded  to  the  convention  ? 

Did  not  Lord  Elgin  before  and  fince  the  prefent  year  in- 
ftruct  Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  get  the  French  out  of  Egypt — by 
every  poflible  mode  and  means  ? 

Was  not  ihc  inteniion  of  the  court  of  London  not  to  ratify 
the  original  treaty  fcnt  immediately  to  Geruj'al  KUber  in  the 
firft  infiancc  ?  Ought  it  not  to  have  been  fcnt  to  the  French 
General  thnuji^h  Sir  Sidney  Smith  ?  Ought  not  the  Ottomaa 
Porte  our  ally  to  have  had  the  earlieft  notice  ?  But  further 
more,  did  not  La  Conjiance  GalUy  deliver  the  letter  of  L^ri 
Keith  firll  to  Kteber  at  ^lexavdrioy  and  then  proceed  with  the 
fame  ioflructions  to  Sir  Sidn  y  Smithy  who  was  on  duty  at 
Cyprus}  What  was  the  confequence?  Did  x\o\  eight  or  nint 
thcufand  of  our  good  allies  perifh  in  the  field  ?  Was  not  the 
very  exiftenCe  of  the  Ottoman  Government  threatened  to  its 
centre?  Might  not  the  proud  turban  have  been  fupplanted  by 
the  tricolor  cockade  of  France  in  Conftantinople  ? 

Mr.  T.  Jones  then  referred  to  No.  39.  of  the  cerrefpondr 
dice— viz.  Mr.  Hammond's  letter  to  Lord  Grenville^  after  the 
conference  with  Mr.  Otto— particularly  on  the  4th  and  5th 
articles,  being  repeated— Mr.  Jones  obfcrvcd  that  thefe  ari- 
tides  comprehended  Egypt  as  xhtjlumbtlng  block  to  peact^  and 
begged  the  Houfe  toobferve,  that  as  to  Eppt—\n  this  impor.- 
tant  paper  of  Mr,  Hammond  in  every  line  almoft  of  which 
£iyPl  *s  referred  to  there  in  this  paritcular  aflertlon — «<  Ms. 
•*  Otto  added,  that  he  would  not  conceal  from  me  that  the 
•*  reinforcement  which  France  intended  to  fend  to  Egypi, 
•<  amounted  to  1200  men,  and  that  the  fupply  of  military 
««  ftores  confiftcd  chiefly  of  10,000  muflcists.     The  language 

" ^f  in  this  part  of  our  converfatlon,  and  of  M- 

««  Talleyrand's  letter  appeared  to  me  to  be  too  dec i five  and 
«<  peremptory,  that  I  was  induced  to  aft:  of  him  diftinflly, 
<*  whether  1  was  to  underftand  that  this  ilipulaiion  was. a 
"  point  from  which  ihe  French 'Government  would  not  re- 
<«  cede  ?  Mr.  Otto  replied,  th^i  in  his  opinion  the  French 
**  Government  would  not  recede  from  it." 

Mr.  Jones  then  begged  the  Houfe  further  to  obferve  an 
expreilion  in  this  (Mr.  Hammond's)  letter,  of  the  4th  andctJi 
articles^  being  tie  two  e/Jintinl  fubjccts  of  difference  Wt ween 
IIS,  and  the  conclufion  of  the  letter  moreover,  in  which  the 
French  Government  declare/  in  the  cafe  of  no  armiftice 

Vol.  IV.  1800.  O  taking 
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taking  place,  their  dcterminatioti  to  obtarn  by  force  the  ol>- 
jcfls  relative  to  I^gypi 

Mr.  Jones  tlicn  referred  to  Nc^.  41.  Otto's  note  to  Mr. 
Hartimond,  proving  Sir  Sid/iey  Smith's  jignniu re  to  the  treaty  of 
ElAriJIjy  before  denied  to  have  exijled :  he  trufted  minifters 
would  not  deny  their  <3u//?  official  documents.  He  then  laftly 
rcfets  to  the  letter  appendix  C.  {General  Kleber's  letter  al- 
luding to  the  letter  of  Lord  Keith)  which  he  now  rcqucfted 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  Houfe.  Then  Mr.  Jones  r^ 
capitulatid  the  whole  of  the  correjpmidtncc  with  great  minute- 
nefs,  and  correQ  irvveftigation.  The  letter  he  referred  to  was 
the  one  which  was  ihey///wi  ing^hhck  to  peace ^  and  which  had 
jaid  the  foundation  of  the  breach  of  the  ncgociation. 

**  This  Lettek,  exclaimed  Mr.  T.  Jones,  was  iffucd  irt 

**  an  evil. hour,  and  ought  to  have  had  the  fupcrfcription  from 

**  the  fublime  Milton:"     //o/  /j  tie  inhabitants  on  earth! 

••  This  Letter  is  a  new  war  whoop  to  the  bleeding  world,  ll 

*'  has  gone  forth  to  recommence  the  work  of  blood-lhcd ; 

•*  the  accomplithniciu  of  the  deflruQion  of  the  human  race. 

••  But  for  this  Lijtir  there  might  have  been  peace  on  carilu 

**  This  Letter  has  put   Bonaparte  in  ihc  firm  polfcflion   of 

**  Egypt  \  nay,  fo  firm,  that  i1  my  infornQ^ation  be  right,  th« 

^*  French,  and  Copts, and  Mamelukes,  \mdtr  Abdallah  Alcnzu.^ 

**  ari:  marching  into  Syria  fixty  thoufand  ftrong  :  This  is  not 

**  aM,  our  territorial   poireflions  in   India  are   endangered. 

**  Egypt  ts  the  tfarliftg  child  ot^  Bo-ioparte^Mgy^x  is  the  corner- 

**  (tone  of  his  power.     By  the  manifefl  and  glaring  incapacity 

**  of  his  Ma}efty's   Minifters,  a  new  field  is  opeiud   to  the 

**  gigantic  pride  and  au^bitiou  (God  knows  he  has  enough 

**  without   enconragcmeni)  of  xhjii  great  and  wonderful  man 

•*  BbNAPARTE,"for/«r/^  l>e  is  though  an  enemy,     I  fay 

**  Mr.  Spealer^  who  can  tell  the  calamities  this  blunder  may 

**  beget  tothisrealmr    Proud  as  Bonaparte  now  fits  on  the 

**  throne  of  France^  proud  as  he  rules  there,  this  has  increafcd 

•*  the  proJeSs,  and  fired  the  leviathanJike  ambition  of  that 

•*  phenonenon,  Bonaparte*     He  fees   new   fields  of  conqucft 

•^  and -of  glory;  he  burns  with  the  aniicipation  of  the  newly 

**  acquired  territorit^l  pofleflions  of  India;    he  pants  to  fit 

•*  {in  the  language  of  »he  fiiblime  Milt  an)   "  high  on  the 

**  throne  of  On/ius  ^nd  oi  lad,**  and  to   ruL  *'er  long  the 

^*  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bah ar,  and  Orissa.     Can  he 

**  forgict  the  wonderful  ficge  of  -/rn'  which  foiled  his  gratid 

•*  career?   of  that  event   where  Sir  Sidney  Smith  repelled 

**  him,  who  was  deemed  inconquerablei 

"Of 
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**  Of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  I  never  can  fpeak  but  with  enthu^ 
**  Jiafm.  Will  he  not  be  eager  to  wipe  away  this  difgraccy 
**  and  to  prove  that  in  no  quarter  ot  the  world  arc  there 
**  bounds  fet  to  his  conqiierts  r  Sir,  by  a  lingular  coincidence 
**  there  appears,  as  it  were,  an  ominous  circnmftance  aitend- 
**  ing  the  whole  of  this  affair  of  Egypt  as  conneSed  with 
*^  India,  and  more  particularly  as  to  BonaparUy  who  calls 
•*  himfdf  the  child  cf  fortune  \  and  when  I  confidcr  how 
*'  whole  countries  and  (btcs.  much  more  individuals,  have 
**  been  afFeftcd  and  carried  on  by  fimilar  inftances  of  fuper- 
**  flition  \  I  y^'\\\  mention  it.  We  all  remember  the  famous 
^*  battle  of  the  bridge  of  T.odij  where  ihe  (^harader  of  Bona- 
**  parte  firft  blazed  torih  to  ihc  aftoniflicd  world ;  now,  Sir, 
**  it  does  fo  happen,  that  there  is  a  tribe  of  Lodi  in  thofe 
•*  regions,  a  commercial  people  who  carried  on  a  trade  be* 
'*  tween  Perfia  and  Hindofiun,  Might  not  the  vaft  and  ca- 
*'  paciotismind  of  xht  Jir/i  Conful  be  worked  upon  by  this 
*•  fingular  coincidence  of  circumftances  ? 

<*  But,  Sir,  I  repeat,  that  while  there  is  a  Frenchman  in 
•*  Egypt  India  is  in  danger,  and  the  Utter  1  am  about  to  call 
**  for  is  the  caufe  of  our  alarm  at  this  moment ;  and  I  call 
•«  upon  the  people  of  England  well  to  confider  this  dreadful 
•*  event,  inafmuch  as  I  reckon  India  to  be  the  corner- ftonc 
*•  of  Great  firiiain,  and  that  her  interefts  and  ours  are  inter- 
•*  woven  as  it  were,  and  I  believe,  from  my  foul,  her  falva* 
♦*  tion  and  exiftcrice  are  involved  in  the  evacuation  of  Egypt* 
**  Furthermore,  Sir,  we  all  know  from  hiftory,  that  the  in- 
**  vafion  of  Egypt  has  evermore  been  a  favourite  objeft  with 
"  the  French  Government,  (and  this  the  right  hon.  the  Se- 
**  cretary  of  Stale  in  this  H^'ufe,  on  one  of  the  difcuflions  on 
•*  my  motions  on  the  fubjt6^)  tor  above  one  hundred  years  ^  and 
•*  his  Majedy's  MiniOeis  knowing  that,  is  it  not  wonderful 
**  they  (hould  have  iiruedthls////i//^//^r,  by  which  they  have 
**  favortd  the  defperaic  views  Qt  the  enemy,  and  endangered 
**  by  their  honible  incapacity,  the  peace  and  happinefs  qf  the 
•♦  ivhoUivorhf?  I  ihank  the  Houfe  for  thpir  indulgence,  an4 
•*  move  that  the  letter  alluded* to  in  (jcneral  Kleber's  letter 
M  to  the  Kaimakans  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  be  now  laid  on 
«•   the  table  of  ih|s  Houfo/* 

The  Chancellor  of  th^  E\chequer  repWcd^  that  he  apprehended 
it  would  be  hardly  poflible  for  h  s  Majelly's  Minifters  to  com- 
ply with  the  ohjrft  of  the  prcftni  motion.  It  would,  at  all 
events,  be  a  very  difficult  tiling  tor  Gnverument  to  undertake, 
fof  tiic  production  oit^  leitcr  referred  to  la  one  from  General 
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Kleber  to  the  Khaitnakan,  fuppofing  even  the  reprefentation 
given  of  it  to  be  true,  and  the  reference  to  the  dates  accurate. 
What  rendered  the  tafk  dill  more  arduous  was,  that  the  paper 
demanded  did  not  fccm  to  be  properly  dcfcribtd  in  the  words 
of  the  motion  ;  but  after  Rating  t^ofc  previous  diHIiculties,  he 
muft  add,  that  the  anfwer  he  had  to  give  to  the  reafoning  of 
the  hon.  Member  was  exceedingly  (hort  and  eafy,  viz.  That 
the  motion  appeared  to  be  ahcgeiher  unncctflTury.  He  was 
not  aware  of  any  good  end  that  could  be  ani  wered,  nor  of  any 
inculpation  which  could  apply  to  Minillcrs,  in  confequence 
of  a  French  General  having  refci  red  to  a  letter  which,  evi- 
dently from  the  face  of  the  tranfaflion,  mull  have  been 
written  before  Goi'crnmcnt  was  acquainted  with  the  conven- 
tion alluded  to  having  been  figned  by  any  Britifh  officer.  Thq 
letter,  therefore,  could  (late  no  new  fafl,  nor  had  Mr.  Jont s 
offered  any  thing  in  addition  to  what.he  urged  unfucccf^fully 
in  the  lad  feflion  of  Parliament.  As  foon  as  it  was  known 
in  England  that  the  French  General  had  the  faith  of  a  Britifhi 
officer  pledged  to  him,  and  was  difpofed  to  a<St  upon  it,  in- 
ilrii£tions  were  fcnt  out  to  have  the  convention  executed^ 
though  the  officer  in  queflion  had  in  fad  no  authority  to  flgn 
them.  He  therefore  did  not  fee  any  ufe  that  could  be  made 
of  the  letter  in  queftion,  even  had  it  been  more  accurately 
de(crvbed  than  it  even  appeared  in  the  terms  of  the  motion. 
The  hop.  Gentleman  had  a  right,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, . 
to  argue,  if  he  thought  proper,  again  ft  the  condud  of  his 
Majcfty's  Mit^ifters  in  not,  in  the  firft  inftance,  complying 
%yith  that  unauthorized  convention,  and  upon  that  ground,  if 
lie  (hewed  fufficient  reafons  for  it,  he  was  perfedly  compe* 
tent  to  arraign  them  ;  but  as  to  the  prefent  (notion,  he  coulc^ 
difcover  no  new  fadls  upon  which  it  could  be  fupported.  The 
contents  of  Lord  Keith's  letter  were  far  from  being  a  fecrct'. 
It  was  printed,  quoted,  and  univerfally  known  in  July  lad, 
\ivhcn  the  hon.  Gentleman  brought  forward  a  qucftion  upon 
the  fame  fiibjed,  which  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  nega-> 
tive  ;  and  in  returning  to  the  charge,  no  novel  circumftances 
were  difclofcd  which  could  induce  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
contradift  the  decifion,  which  it  came  to  fomc  months  before. 
For  this  there  vvas  no  new  ground,  no  new  motive,  no  new 
argument  whatever,  and  he,  therefore,  could  not  expeft  that 
it  would  feel  difpofed  to  adopt  f<>  gratuitous  a  contradifiionJ 
The  next  thing  for  the  Houfe  to  cdnfider  was,  the  manner 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured  to  conned  this 
fubjecl  with  tbe  late  corrcfpoKdcncc  between   France  and 
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this  country  rejative  to  an  artniftice,  and  upon  that  conncc* 
tion  the  whole  o£  the  queftion  refled.  By  the  obfervations 
vrhich  accompanied  t(ie  motion,  it  was  fliewn,  that^  iti 
making  the  propofal,  the  French  Government  meant  to.de«* 
rive  great  advantage  from  the  relief  it  might  be  enabled  to 
fend  both  to  Malta  and  Egypt,  a  relief  which  it  could  neither 
exped  nor  hope  for  while  our  fleets  and  armies  puifued  their 
operations  againd  them ;  and  thits^it  was  evident  ihat  France 
fct  confiderable  value  upon  reinforcing  ihofe  places,  which 
we  had  an  equal  intcreft  in  preventing  them  from  doing. 
The  hon.  Member  thoutjht  proper  to  compliu^ent  thecondu^^ 
ol"  the  pcrfon  employed  by  the  French  Government  in  con- 
ducting tliefe  negociations,  and  he  readily  admitted,  that  thofe 
com(iliments  were  not  improperly  beitowed;  but  ^e  doubted 
very  much  \i  M-  Otto's  employers  would  like  him  the  better^ 
or  think  him  the  more  properly  qualified  for  the  office  they 
conferred  on  him,  if  his  evidence  was  fo  completely  inipar- 
tial  throughout  the  iranfaction  as  to  be  the  very  beft  that  the 
BriMfh  Parliament  could  refer  to.  When  it  confldered  the 
conduct  of  his  Majcfty's  Miniders,  in  refufing  to  acquiefca 
in  a  convention  which  they  did  not  know  to  have  had  the 
fanction  of  a  Britiih  officer,  it  fhould  difcuTs  that  coadtict 
ivith  a  refescnce  to  what  was  \\\e  fiate  of  Kleber's  army  at 
the  time:  with  a  reference  to  the  condition  of  th^  war  io- 
Italy  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  when  it  was  ex* 
trcmely  doubitul  whether  the  dccifion  might  be  favourable ta 
one  fide  or  the  other ;  and  mod  of  all,  in  this  doubtful  ftate 
of  the  iffuc  of  the  contcft,  with  a  reference  to  the  cffeS  which 
fuch  a  reinforcement  as  that  of  the  army  of  Egypt  might  be 
(ikcly,  under  all  the  circumftances,  to  have  upon  the  war  on 
the  continent.  In  refpeA  to  the  prefent  ftatc  of  the  French 
army  in  Egypt,  though  Tie  would  not  recommend  it  to  the 
Houfe  to  depend  literally  on  the  information  communicated 
by  M.  Otto»  yet,  in  one  refptdl  it  might  derive  from  him  a 
very  ufeful  leilbn,  which  was,  that  however  formidable  that 
army  may  be  reprefcnted,  yet  the  French  Government  itfelf 
fonfidered  a  reinforcement  of  i2oo  men,  and  1 0,000  muflcets 
as  necefTary  to  its  rafety,and  that  beine  the  cafe,  it  may  fairly 
be  prefumed,  that  its  condition  at  present  was  not  very  fafe 
even  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  fent  it.  The  earneOnefs  with 
which  this  was  preiTcd  by  the  French  negociatr^r,  was  of  iu 
(eU  an  argument  of  the  importance  that  was  attached  to  it* 
In  order  to  confirm  this  inference,  to  enable  the  Houfe  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  the  reprefentations  which  the  French 
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made  of  their  own  fituation,  and  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
allowing  the  invaders  to  evacucate  Egypt  upon  eafy  terms^ 
he  Would  juft  obferve,  that  they  fpoke  with  the  fame  confi- 
dence and'ftrcngth  of  afleveration  of  thegarrifon  of  Malta, 
and'their  certain  and  infallible  means,  by  the  ppfleflion  of  that 
ifland,  of  making  themfclvtrs  immediate  matters  of  Naples 
and  Sicily.  The  event  however  (hewed,  that  his  Majedy's 
Miniders  were  right  in  not  trufting  too  implicitly  to  the  rc- 
prefentatipns  of  Mr.  Otto  ;  for  as  we  had  fmce  taken  Malta 
from  the  enemy,  we  were  in  tha^  proportionate  degree  maf* 
ters  of  preventing  them  from  fending  any  reinforcements  to 
Egypt ;  the  mariume  places  of  which  were  befides  blockaded 
by  our  fleets.  So  far  then  it  was  plain,  that  in  refpedt  to 
Egypt,  France  was  not  on  a  higher  ground,  now  that  we  are 
in  pofTcflion  of  Malta,  than  it  was  at  the  time  that  General 
Kleber  firft  entered  into  the  capitulation  ;  and  he  could  not 
conceive  what  it  was  that  Gentlemen  thought  (hey  could  com- 
plain of.  Were  he  not  apprchenfive  of  fubjeding  himfelf  to 
fhe  imputation  of  blundering,  he  would  fav^  that  the  only 
new  ground  brought  forward  on  the  prefent  occafion,  was  the 
demand  of  an  6/4/ letter,  which  was  already  fufficiently  known 
to  ail  the. people  of  England — be  might  add,  which  was 
known  to  all  Europe ;  and  he  believed  no  one  would  attempt 
<o  3cny,  that  as  to  the  power  of  diftrefling  the  French  army 
in  Egypt,  and  preventing  it  from  receiving  any  reinforcement, 
we  were  not  now  in  a  more  advantageous  ftate  than  at  any 
period  fince  the  expedition  landed  there.  It  was  for  thofc 
reafons,  and  to  a6t  confifiently  with  his  vote  of  laft  fefIiQn» 
that  he  felt  himfelf  under  the  neccflity  of  giving  his  negative 
to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grey  differed  entirely  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer wi»h  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  motion  no\y 
before  the  Houfe,  He  was  fo  far  from  thinking  that  the 
fubjcA  was  of  an  uninierefting  nature,  that  he  viewed  it  as 
.  intimately  connefled  with  the  honour,  with  the  charader, 
and  good  faiih  of  the  nation.  In  what  fiiuaiion  did  we  ftand 
as  to  the  tranfadion  which  the  motion  was  intended  to  eluci- 
date r  Did  it  not  appear  from  the  papers  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  Hoiifej  that  the  refufal  of  Minirters  to  ratify 
the  convent i(»n  in  I' t;ypt  had  Uccn  one  groui.d  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  had  impeded  the  late  negotiaiions  ?  Was  it  not 
indifputabiy  evident  that  the  poircflion  oi  Egypt  by  the  French 
ai  this  moment  was  one  great  bar  to  the  conclufion  of  that 
armKHce  which  was  to  form  the  preliminary  to  pac^ficatiooi 
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I(  was  of  ^ the  utmoft  confequence  then  that  the  reafons  for 
refufing  to  ratify  that  convention  fhould  be  known  and  ex- 
plained. The  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  had  faid,  that 
we  could  not  determine  accurately  concerning  the  propriety  of 
the  inftrudions  which  had  been  fent  out,  without  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  various  coo fidcrat ions  on  which  they  were 
founded.  Before  we  could  decide  concerning  the  expediency 
of  fuch  inftrir£lions,  it  was  neceflary  to  have  a  proper  idea  of 
the  importance  of  detaining  the  French  army  in  Egypt,  under 
the  circumftances  of  the  continental  war  at  the  time  they  were 
tranfmitted.  But  admitting  this  to  be  true,  admitting  that 
there  were  weighty  con flderat ions  to  warrant  fuch  inftruc- 
tions,  we  ought  to  know  what  information  Minifters  had  of 
the  circumftanccs  which' coutd^udify  fuch  Inftrudt ions.  It 
had  been  faid  fhat  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  iM>t  atuhofifed  to 
enter  into  any  convention  with  the  French  ;  and  that  if  he  did 
enter  into  any  fuch  convention,  he  had  wholly  exceeded  his 
powers.  B«it  he  had  never  heard  that  any  officer  in  particular 
fituations  needed  fpecial  inftrudions  to  re^gulate  his  condudl: 
He  had  always  conceived  that  there  were  fituations  where  it 
was  ju billable  f>r  officers  to  enter  into  conventions  or  agree- 
ment without  particular  onlers,  where  fuch  agreements  were 
indifpenfibly  necclTary  to  the  purpofcs  of  the  public  fcrvice^ 
and  the  ends  of  public  advantage.  That  every  government 
has  the  power  of  giving  fpccihc  prohibitions  to  its  officers 
vras  not  denied  ;  but  that  in  particular  combinations  of  cir- 
cumftances  every  officer  muft  have  the  power  of  ading  in- 
dependent of  pofitivc  dire£{ions,  was  no  lefs  evident  and 
necclFary.  Some  of  thefe  circumftances  were  to  be  found  in 
the  fituation  of  the  French  army  ia  Egypt,  when  the  con- 
vention was  formed  for  the  graming  permiffion  to  an  enemy 
to  leave  a  Ration  in  which  he  was,  as  it  were,  blockaded,  was 
fo  obvioufly  f^or  the  public  advantage,  that  it  did  not  require 
fpecial  directions  to  fandion  its  propriety.  Under  circum- 
fiances  in  fomc  meafure  fimilar.  General  Brnne  had  admitted 
out  army  in  Holland  to  a  convention.  This  convention  was 
entered  into  by  Brune  without  any  orders  from  the  French 
Government;  but  what  wpiild  g&ntlemen  have  faid  if  the 
French  Government  had  rcfufed  to-fandkion  this  deed  of  their 
General  ?  Would  they  have  conceived  that  the  French  would 
have  been  juftifiable  in  doing  this,  merely  becaufe  their 
General,  from  the  exercife  of  that  difcretionary  power  which 
was  vefted  in  htm,  had  adppted  a  meafure  wiTich  he  confidercd 
to  be  afeful  to  the  public  fervice  i  We  ought  furely  then  lo 
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be  well  acquainted  with  the  motives  which  had  led  Mintfterfi 
to  ifTue  thufe  inflrtidioit^  which  had  produced  the  rupture  of 
a  convention  which  had  been  begun  and  concluded  under 
the  fandion  of  a  Brttt(h  officer  of  the  highefl  and  moil  un- 
impeached  charaAer.  The  rupture  involved  deeply  th^ 
charader  of  ihis  excellent  officer,  as  well  as  the  charader  of 
the  nation  at  large.  It  was  neceflary  that  the  inflrudions 
which  had  produced  it  (hould  dc  difclofed,  and  that  the  fault 
of  Minifters  Ihould  not  be  ailowied  to  tarnifh  the  Honour  of 
cur  officers^  or  to  caft  a  (lain  on  the  national  chara£ler  for 
good  faith.  It  was  on  thcfe  grotinds  that  the  honourable 
Member  fupporjed  the  motion  for  the  produflion  of  the  letter 
which  had  been -the  immediate  t:aufe  of  the  rupuire  of  the 
convention.  On  the  other  points  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
fpeech  he  did  wiih  to  enter  at  prefent.  The*on.  Genilcman 
feemed  to  think  that  the  ftatements  of  M.  Otto  could  not  be 
depended  on,  and  that,  from  his  diplomatic  chara£ler,  he 
would  be  difpofed  to  give  partial  re  prefent  at  ions  on  the  fub- 
]eA  of  Malta  and  Kgypt.  What  might  be  the  extent  of  his 
diplomatic  duty  'he  would  not  pretend  to  determine,  but  he 
could  not  imagine  how  with  any  mart  of  charader,  diploma- 
tic duty  (hould  fuggc(t  any  ftatement  contrary  to  fact.  As  to 
the  juftice  of  M.  Otto's  reafonings  on  thefe  fubjects  he  would 
not  now  fpeak,  though  he  was  inclined  to  think  they  were 
fallacious,  but  he  thought  it  fair,  at  lead,  thnt  the(e  reafon* 
ings  (hould  be  left  to  thcmfclves,  and  (hould  not  be  perverted 
by  the  reafoning  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  But  leaving  thefc 
point $3  the  qutrftlon  now  before  the  Houfe  was,  whether 
knowing,  as  we  did»  thai  Egypt  had  thrown  obriacles  in  the 
way  of  ncgociation  :  knowing  as  we  did,  that  the  inftruc* 
tions  of  Minifters  had  produced  the  rupture  of  a  convention, 
by  which  that  country  was  to  be  given  up  ;  knowing  all  this, 
was  it  not  a  highly  proper  interference  of  the  power  of  that 
Houfe  to  demand  the  production  of  a  paper  which  contained 
thefe  inftructions  ?  and  the  motion  therefore  met  with  his 
hearty  concur  Fence. 

The  Secretary  at  ffar  faid,  thou^  he  did  not  conceive  that 
the  motion  itfelf  was  liable  to  any  very  ferious  objection,  he 
thought  that  it  had  been  fufficiently  proved  to  be  unneceifaryi 
and  on  that  account,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  fpeak  more  largely  on 
its  merits*  But  whatever  was  the  opinion  he  had  of  the  mo* 
tion  itfelf,  he  had  a  very  different  idea  of  the  other  topics 
which  .the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  had  introduced  tnto 
bis  fpeech.    That  hon.  Gentleman  had  fpokcn  on  feveral 
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topics  which  were' not*  connected  with  the  motion  before  the 
Houfe.  If  gentlenien  thought  that  the  in  ft  met  ions  of  Minif* 
tcfs,  with  regard  to  the  convention,  ought  to  be  produced  as  si 
ground  of  accufation,  if  they  conOdered  that  thefe  inflructions 
were  not  juftified  by  the  circumftances  under  which  they 
were  given,  they  might  makeadiftinct  motion  on  »he  fubject, 
and  enter  kito  an  examination  of  this  part  of  their  conduct, 
as  thc7  would  into  any  other  part  of  their  conducfduring  the 
war.  But  if  that  was  their  prefent  object,  the  motion  before 
the  Houfe  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  accompiifliit. 

The  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe  had  been  confrdered  as 
afFording  proof  that  Egypt  had  been  a  new  bar  in  the  way 
of  negociation,  a  new  (tumbling  block  in  the'road  of  pacifi^' 
cation.  But  on  this  principle  we  might  give  up  all  our 
conqueftsy  and  if  we  once  admit  it,  the  mod  extravagant 
confequences  wotrtd  be  deduced  from  it.  In  proportion  as 
our  enemies  were  attached  to  any  pofTeilion,  in  proportion  a? 
they  confldered  it  to  foe  valuable,  in  the  fame  proportion  o^ght 
to  be  our  readinefs  to  relinquilh  it  to  fmoolh  the  way  to 
oegociation. 

Amid  the  differences  of  opinion  that  prevailed  on  other 
fubjects,  hewas  gtad  to  find  that  the  glorious  defence  of  Acre 
had  receivedthejufttributeof  admiration.  In  whatever  point 
of  view  it  was  contemplated,  it  was  perhaps  an  achievement 
nnequalled  in  the  annals  of  the  military  art,  and  if  regarded 
with  reference  to  its  confequences,  it  was  incalculably  impor* 
tant.  To  fee  all  the  extent  of  this  importaiice,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  advert  to  the  variety  and  magnitude  of  its  effects,  which 
were  too  well  known  to  require  to  be  now  enumerated. 

Mr.  Gr<rJ  explained,  tha,t  his  argument  did  not  go  to  fay 
that  we  (hould  give  up  our  conquefis,  but  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  inquiry  whether  Mi nifters  had  not  acted  improvidently  and 
nnwiffely  in  ifTuing  orders  which  prevented  the  French  front 
evacuating  Egypt  themfeives,  and  by  that  remove  anobftacle 
which  oppofed  itfelf  to  a  general  pacification. 

Mr.  Rob/on  fakl,  his  objed,  and  that  of  his  hon  Friend 
who  brought  forward  the  motion  was,  that  this  bufinefs 
flionld  be  nfted  to  the  bottom,  and  not  to  flop  in  the  inquiry 
until  the  Miniflers  confefTed  at  lead  that  they  were  in  an 
error.  From  what  fell  from  a  right  hon.  Secretary  at  State* 
(Mr.  Dufldas)  laft  year,  it  was  evident  that  Minifters  were 
under  a  midake  in  fuppofing  they  were  ftill  able  to  drive 
the  French  by  force  out  of  Egypt,  and  it  was  even  repre- 
(ented  that  a  treaty  for  that  purpofc  was  thea  in  a  train^of 
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being  carried  into  execution.  As  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubje<&lie  need  only  fay,  that  it  was  found  of  fufficient  confe* 
quencc  to  occupy  one  half  of  the  papers  which  compofed  the 
late'Correfpcndencey  and  that  the  refuf^  of  Miniftersio  exe- 
oute  the  convention  gave  the  French  Another  chance  of  beiog 
^ble  fuccefsfully  to  attack  thofe  Etxll  India  fettlenients>  upon 
which  he  did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  the  power  and  opulence 
of  this  country  moft  eflentially  depended.  The  fyftem  which 
prevailed  during  the  prefent  war  of  refuflng  documents  lead- 
ing to  inquiry  was  exceedingly  alarming,  and  the  Houfe  had 
a  fight  to  call  for  them  whenever  it  could  not  be  (hewn  that 
t^eir  produ(9ion  would  be  niifchievous.  It  ^as  peculiarly 
neceifary  to  do  fo  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  though  the 
letter  now  called  for  had  been  publifhed,  a  member  could  not 
sirgue  on  it  in  that  Houfe  merely  upon  a  newfpaper  authority. 

Mr.  NuhoIIf  faid  he  thought  there  w*«s  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  fa£i  of  the  convention  having  been  broken  off 
by  the  in(lru£\ions  of  Minifters.  Minifters  themfelves  did 
not  deny  this  ;  but  while  they  did  fo,  they  refufed  to  give 
that  very  paper  which  was  t^be  the  ground  of  their  accufa* 
lion.  A  good  deal  had  beeti  faid  about  the  value  of  £gypt» 
as  a  poiTt'lHon  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  its  value  was 
edimatcd  in  two  points  of  view,  as  endangering  our  pofleflions 
m  the  Kail,  and  as  a  colony.  In  the  firfl;  point  of  view  he 
fawliitle  danger  from  if,  from  our  having  in  our  hands  Malta 
and  Trincomalee,  the  former  of  which  places  he  confidercd 
to  be  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  hoped  it  would  never  be 
furrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  In  tl>e  light  of  a 
colony  he  viewed  Kgypt  ^s  highly  important,  and  in  the  event 
of  a  peace  not  lefs  valuable  than  St.  Domingo.  In  a  (hurt 
tim«  all  the  former  pretexts  for  the  war  would  be  given  up, 
and  the  colonies  would  form  the  grand  fubjed  of  difcuHion 
when  negociations  took  place.  In  this  contemplation  of 
things  it  ought  to  be  recolleded  that  it  was  by  the  orders  of 
Minifters  that  Egypt  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  French- 
it  was  by  their  means  that  they  were  prevented  from  leaving 
it,  and  it  was  therefore  highly  proper  that  the  reafons  of  thefc 
orders  (hould  be  known.  On  thi^  ground  he  would  give  his 
vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bcuvirii  (ai^,  he  was  anxious  for  the  pr6du£lion  of 
^  letters,  merely  becaufe  Minilters  coqld  give  no  rcafon 
why  they  fliould  not  be  produced. 

Mr.  Shtrldmn  was  fo  far  fiom  confidering  the  prefent  mo« 
Hca  as  a  fubjed  trifling  or  indiffereiHi  that  he  agreed  with 
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fcis  Hon.  Frt€n4  (Mr.  Grey)  in  thinking  that  it  wa^  of  the 
higheft  confeqUetice  and  the  detpeft  intereft.  It  was  a  fub<- 
je^  Oloft  nearly  intereft  ing  to  the  national  honour,  and 
materially  involving  the  chJiradler  of  a  mod  meritorious 
officer.  Miiuft6r$  had  pretended  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had 
no  power  to  execute  the  convention,  but  it  became  that 
Houfe,  as  the  gitardians  of  the  repufation  of  thofe  .who  were 
fighting  the  battles  of  their  country  abroad,  to  take  care  .that 
faults  Ihould  not  be  imputed  to  them  of  which  they  were 
innocent.  It  was  proper  that  Miniders  ihould  not  be  allowjed 
unjudly  to  accu(e  an  officer  of  the  higheft  worth  of  having 
exceeded  his  powers.  It  became  them  to  examine  ferioufly 
on  what  grounds  Minifters  had  given  orders  for  the  violation 
of  a  convention  in  which  that  officer  was  fo  nearly  connected, 
and  to  the  obfervance  of  which  the  national  faith  was  as  it 
were  pledged.     He  gave  his  decided  fupport  to  the. motion. 

Lord  Hawkejbury  faid,  he  would  appeal  toeveryfgentlemaA 
vvho  heard  htm,  whether  his  Majefty's  Minifters  appeared 
defirdbs  of  throwing  any  blame  off  their  own  (houlders  upoh* 
thofe  of  the  gallant  officers  in  queftion  ;  or  whether  they  had 
made  any  fuch  infinuation  as  was  aflerted.  His  right  hotu 
Friend  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  an  officer  might  nol  on  many 
occafions,  act  according  ,to  his  own  difcretion.  When  ihe 
order  was  fent  oiit  by  this  country  to  Lord  Keith  to  pr<ivent 
the  French  army  from  returning  to  Europe,  it  was  not  known 
here  that  any  convention  had  been  figned  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
nor  that  any  Britifli  officer  meant  to  (ign  fuch  a  convention. 
With  regard  to  the^  propriety.of  fending  out  thatordbr,  it  was 
material  to  confider  how  far  it  was  wife  at  that  time  to  prer 
v^nt  the  French  army  from  leaving  Egypt,  and  what  effect  it 
might  have  on  the  war  afterwards  carried  on  in  Europe,  if  it 
was  allowed  to  return.  This  meafure,  however,  ought  not  to 
be  blended  with  any  idea  of.  a  want  of  faith  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  ;  for  the  moment  it  was  known  that  the  Turks 
had  acted  under  the  direction  and  encouragement  of  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  that  moment  Government  fent  out  orders  tp 
ratify  the  treaty  he  had  figned. 

Mr.  Tkmej  reprobat«l'  the  idea  of  treating  this  fubject 
with  levity.  He  faid  that  the  quedion  )Came  to  a  very  fimple 
point ;  Kleber,  the  French  General,  fays>  in  a  letter  con- 
tained in  the  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe,  that  he  receivod 
a  letter  from  Lord  Keiths  which  filled  the  French  army  >\'ith 
indignation,  and  the  /qijeftion  is,  was  fuch  a  letter  fent  by  jj|e 
orders  of  our  MiniQers  ?  It  had  been  faid  that  the  contents 
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of  this  letter,  which  was  ^now  fought  to  be  produced,  were 
notorious  in  the  daily  prints ;  but  this  was  not  enough,  as  an 
aurtientic  copy  of  it,  produced  by  Mintfters,  could  only  be 
ground  of  direct  accufation.  There  was  here  a  ferious  charge 
brought  forward,  which,  if  true,  was  truly  difsraceful  to  the 
Britifii  name,  and,  if  falfe,  ought  to  be  fpeedily  effaced.  It 
*was  of  high  i<mportance  that  not  even  a  fufpicion  ihould  re- 
main that  a  treaty  entered  into  by  a  Britifb  officer  was  after- 
guards (hamcfuMy  violated  by  orders  from  Britifh  Miniftcrs.- 
We  had  been  frequently  told  that  Miniftcrs  were  willing 
to  anfwer  to  any  fcrutiuy,  but  as  often  as  a  fcrutiny  had  been 
propofed,  means  had  been  pfed  to  elude  its  effeds.  Different 
objedions  had  for  this  purpofe  been  (larted ;  at  one  time  it 
was  faid  that  too  many,  and  at  another  too  few  papers  had 
been  moved  for,  and  in  this  way  attempts  to  procure  exar 
mination  had  proved  nugatory.  But  now  the  queilion  was 
brought  within  a  very  fmall  compafs.  If  gentlemen  think 
that  the  orders  fent  out  by  Minifters  were  justified  by  circunv* 
ftances,  and  that  no  blame  attaches  to  them  for  the  orders,  or 
the  confequences  that  refulted'from  them,  then  they  will  vote, 
againft  the  produdion  of  the  paper  now  moved  to  be  laid  on 
the  table.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  perfuaded  that  the 
orders  were  infamous  in  themfelves,  as  well  as  fatal  in  their 
confequences ;  if  they  are  convinced  that  the  violation  of  the 
convention,  fandioned  by  a  moft  meritorious  Britifh  officer, 
was  a  moft  unjuflifiable  meafure,  then  they  will  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  thank  him  for  the  perfe- 
vorance  whh  which  he  has  provoked  an  enquiry  into  the 
fubjed. 

Mr.  lork  objeded  ftrongly  to  the  unparlianneniary  manner 
in  which  the  motion  was  couched,  and  thought  that  it  was 
required  by  no  motives  of  national  honour,  which  he  main- 
tained was  not  in  the  lead  implicated  in  the  tranfmiflion  of 
the  orders  to  Lord  Keith. 

Sir  fV*  lining  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide,  and  contended  that 
the  motion  was  perfeSly  unneceflary.  He  thought  that  the 
production  of  the  paper  in  queftion  would  only  ferve  to  gratify 
an  idle  curiofity,  and  cxpreifcd  his  hope  that  Minifters  would 
not  grant  it  on  the  prefentonotton.  If  they  did  grant  it,  he 
expreffed  his  determination  no  lunger  to  grant  them  that 
fieady  fupport  which  he  had  given  to  their  meafures. 

Mr.  iSheridan  and  the  CkanalUr  of  the  Exchequer  feverally 
evplatned. 

Air.   HaUaci  rofc  to  anfwer  the  queftion,  whether  Sir 
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Sidney  had  or  had  not  full  powers.  He  declared  that  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  had  no  powers  M'hatever  to  nesociate*  Al« 
though  he  had  no  reaA  powers,  the  French  chofe  to  a6l  upon 
them,  and,  having  a£led  upon  them,  Government  would  not 
Jet  it  be  faid  that  the  country  (hould  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
faith,  and  confent  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Prr^ii;^  declared,  that  he  was  furprifed  that  the  mo- 
tion (hould  have  been  bibughr  forward  on  thefe  grout)ds« 
"which  had  been  dated,  namely,  regard  for  the  national 
honour,  which  was  fuppofcd  to  have  been  larniihed  by  th« 
rupture  of  the  convention.  The  very  reverfe  of  this  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  cafe.  The  good  faith  of  the  nation,  fo  far 
from  having  fuffered,  appeared  to  fuperior  advantage,  (ince, 
from  the  momeot  that  it  was  underftood  that  the  good  faith  of 
the  country  was  concerned,  the  orders  to  rcfpe^l  the  conven* 
vention  were  difpatched  ;  whereas  the  firft  orders  were  feat 
off  ere  the  news  of  that  event  had  reached  England. 

Mr.  Hohhoufg  obferved,  that  he  had  attempted  to  (ife  before 
to  anfwer  a  noble  Lord,  who  dated  that  Sir  Sidney  Smitk 
had  no  authority  to  negcciate  ;  but  he  had  no  oqcafion  to 
anfwci  that  aflertion,  for  it  had  iince  been  faid  on  the  fame 
fide,  that  the  order  fent  out  to  Sir  S.  Smith  to  ratify  the  coiv- 
vention,  was  a  proof  that  Government  recognized  his  power 
to  treat.  A  Friend  near  him  had  put  into  his  \^%\\A  a  copy  of 
that  convention,  where  it  appeared,  that  it  was  not  only 
figned  on  board  of  the  Tyger,  but  that  every  difpute  was  tp  be 
fettled  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  according  to  the  .maritime 
laws  of  England.  It  was  extraordinary  that  bis  powers 
(hould  be  disputed,  and  yet  that  he  was  authorifcd  to  fettle 
every  difpute..  J'or  his  parr,  he  believed  that  full  powers  had 
been  given  him,  though  they  had  (ince  been  recalled.  It 
had  been  faid,  that  he  was  only  a  fubordinate  officer  ;  but  the 
treaty  that  was  entered  into  at  Cape  Nicola  Mole  by  General 
Whiielock,  was  ratified  by  General  Williamfon,  becaufe  he 
conceived  himfelf  bound  to  abide  by  what  his  inferior  had 
agreed  to.  A  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Yorke)  had  faid,.  that 
the  Houfe  was  furprifed  at  the  motion  ;  but  there  was  rK> 
occafion  for  furprize,  as  the  motion  in  the  Journals  exprefsly 
ftates,  that  it  is  for  the  letter  in  queftion.  The  motion  was 
a  little  liable  to  obje£Uon  on  account  of  the  wording  of  it,  in 
his  opinion,  it  ought  to  be  altered. — An  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
William  Young)  was  always  hoflile  to  invedigation.  The 
obje&ion  he  had  to  enquiry  was,  that  it  (hould  prevent  future 
•  enquiries.  Was  the  Baronet  afraid  of  the  light?  Dig  he 
.think  that  there  (Iiould  be  no  enquiry  becaufe  it  would  bring 
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out  tlic  truth  ?  If  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  the  powers  to  tiego^ 
tiate  Government  is  to  blame  for  the  confeqnences  of  the 
convention  ;  and  if  Government  did  not  grant  him  powers  to 
negociate.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  is  to  blame.  He  had  heard,  and 
believed  it  to  be  true,  that  Government  was  difpleafed  with 
that  commander,  and  that  orders  had  been  fent  olit  to  recal 
him  and  Sir  John  Douglas. 

Mr.  T.  Jones  rofe  and  after  replying  at  a  confiderable 
length — concluded  by  faying,  **  As  to  arguments,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  advanced  no  good  one  againd  the 
produdion  of  the  letter ^thofe  advanced  by  myfelf  and  my 
fupporters  hav^  been  (Irong  and  (terling,  and  remain  uncon- 
troverted  by  thofc  which  have  come  from  my  oppofcrs  in  this 
motion — in  a  futile  and  nugatory  Ihape."  As  to/irw,  a  weak 
argument  indeed,  but  the  only  one  much  dwelt  upon — I  am 
prepared.  On  fuch  occafions  as  thefe  I  generally  go  doubly 
armed f — and  move 

That  an  humble. addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that 
he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  diredions,  that  copies  of 
aii  letters  trom  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean^  to  General  Kleber, .  b^  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  Houfe. 

On  the  motion  being  put  a  divifion  took  place. 
Ayes  12 — Noes  80 — Majority  68. 

LIST  OF  THR  MINORITY. 

R.  B.  Sheridan,  Staffbi-d  J.  Kiogden,  Launcefton 

G.  Tiemey*  Southwark  Sir  Lionel  Copley »  Tregony 

B.  Hobhoufe,  Bleichiogly  J.  Martin,  Tewkcfbury 

J.  Nichols,  Trcgony  Hon.  W,  H.  Bouvei i«,  New  Sarum 

Hon.  A.  St.  John,  Bedfordflih'e  C^  Grey,  Noithumberland 

R.  Blddulj^y  Hei^fordfliire  Wilberl'orcc  Bird,  Coventry 

TELLERS. 
T.  Jonesi  Denbigli  R.  B.  Robfon,  Oakhampton 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESOAY9  NOV.  19. 

Mr.  Bragge^  from  the  Commons,  informed  their  Lord- 
fliips  that  the  Commons  had  given  leave  to  the  hon.  George 
Villiers  to  attend  the  committee  of  that  Houfe. 

The  two  prohibition  exportation  bills  on  the  table  being 
read  a  fecond  time,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WBONESDAT,    NOV.    I9. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  com* 
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miflioners  to  purchafe  certain  buildings  for  the  accommoda* 
lion  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.     Leave  given. 

Mr.  Rofe  brpught  up  a  bill  to  (horten  the  time  for  keeping 
in  ftcep  barley  for  malting  which  had  been  damaged  in  the 
lare  harvcfty  which  was  read  a  firft  lime,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt  brought  up  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
the  ^2d  of  his  prefent  Majefty  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
which  was  read  a  fird  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the 
ufe  of  corn  in  diftillcries,  and  alfo  the  making  of  ftarch,  came 
to  a  refoliition  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  bills  to  the  id  of 
January,  1802.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  the  next  day. 

Mr.  /:  ragge  brought  up  a  bill  for  continuing  feveral  expir*  , 
ing  laws  relative  to  provifions,  which  was  read  a  firft  timen* 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  committee  of  fupply  and  ways'  and  means,  and  the 
committees  on  the  foreign  hops  bill,  and  the  corn  importa*- 
-lion  bill,  which  ftood  for  this  day,  were  deferred  till  Friday. 
A  meflagc  was  received  from  the  Lords,  requefting  thc^ 
Houfe  would  grant  permiffion  to  Thomas  Wm.  Cooke,  Efq^ 
a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  lo  attend  a  committee  of  the  Lorda  - 
appointed  to  confider  fo  much  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  as  re- 
lated to  the  dearth  of  provifions.  Mr.  Cooke  not  being  pre- 
fent, a  meflage  was  returned  to  the  Lords,  that  the  Houfe 
would  fend  an  anfwer  by  a  meflenger  of  their  own. 

COAL-TRADE. 

Mr.  Manning  gave  notice  he  fhould  move  the  next  day  for 
a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  (late  of  the  coal-trade.  He 
then  moved  for  "  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  coals  imported 
into  the  port  of  London,  from  the  irt  of  January  to  the  ift  of 
O&ober,  1799>  and  the  like  from  the  id  of  January  to  the 
I  ft  of  Oaobcr,  1 800/'     Ordered. 

Mr.  IVallace  moved  for  an  "  account  of  the  duties  on 
coals  for  10  years  from  the  year  1790,  didinguifhing  each 
year,  and  what  arofe  in  the  port  of  London." 

POPULATION    OF    THE    COUNTRY. 

Mr.  Abbott  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  notice,  to  make  his  prQ<« 
Oiifed  motion.  He  faid,  the  fubjed  he  now  predcd  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  was  undoubtedly  of  great  magnitude, 
and  it  was  matter  of  furprife  that  a  powerful  and  enlightened 
country  (hould  have  fo  long  continued  ignorant  of  the  extent 
of  its  refourceSi  which  mud  be  in  proportion  to  its  population. 

It 
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It  was  of  the  highcit  importance  ihc  Hoiife  fliotild  obtain  in- 
formation of  the  aflual  (tate  of  the  population  of  the  conntry , 
that  they    might  know  how  to  provide  fubfiftencc  for  the 
people, not  only  for  the  current  year,  but  for  thofe  to  come. 
He   apprehended,  that   in  the  increafcd  population  of  the 
country  they  (hould  difcovcr  the  true  caufe  why  it  had  ceafed 
ID  be  an  exporting  country.     They  would,  at  all  events,  be 
able,  from  that   information  to  fix   their  bpiuion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  fcalc  of  agriculture,  and  the  point 
to  which  that  extent  ought  to  be  carried.     The  meafurc  he 
meant  to  propofe,  he  faid,  was  by  no  means  of  a  novel  nature. 
Many  numerations  of  the  people  of  this  country  had  been 
^    carried  into  execution  in  varicius  periods  of  our  hiftory.     In 
th?  reign  of  Edward  III.  a  numeration  of  the  people  was 
eflPeded  by  means  of  the  fubfidy  rolls,  and  the  population  of 
the  country  at  that  period  was  found  to  be  3,500,000.     In 
the  r^ign  of  Elizabeth  the  Bifhops  were  commanded  to  make- 
a  return  of  the  inhabitants  of*  their  refpeftive  diftrifts,  and 
'  h  then  appeared  the  population  had  increafcd  to  5,000,000. 
iVt  the  reft  oration,  it  was  computed  at  6,000,000.     After 
that  period  there  are  authentic  documents  to  refort  to,  in 
;nufter<rolls  and  pari(h  regifters ;  and  at  the  revolution,  the 
'  population  of,  the  country  amounted  to  at  leaft  6,500,000, 
perhaps  7,ooo,coo.     From  the  period  of  the  revolution  th<i 
queftion  flept,  until  the  peace  of  Paris,  when  fome  perfons 
having  expreflcd  an  opinion  that  the  population  of  the  country 
•was  confiderably  diminifhed,  means  were  ufed  to  afcertain 
th?  truth  of  this  aflertion,  and  it  was  then  found  that  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country,  fo  far  from  diminifhing,  had  incrcafed 
about  2,000,000.     Since  the  laft  period,  much  had  been  faid 
bj  various  authors  concerning  the  population  of  the  country, 
and  various  contradi£lory  opinions  had  been  urged  upon  the 
fubjeft.     There  was,  however,  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the 
population  of  the  country  had,  within  the  laft  forty  years,  in- 
creafcd one-third,  and  the  population  of  England  might  now 
be  cftimaied  at  little  fliort  of  ii,oco,ooo.     In  Scotland,  a 
numeration  of  people  had  been  made  in  the  year  1755,  and 
iiuce  that  period  there  was  little  doubt  the  population  had 
incrcafed  one-third.     The  population  of  Ireland  might  fairly 
be  cfttmated  at  6,ooe,ooo.     It  was  a  matter,  he  faid,  of  clear 
and  evident  policy,  at  the  prefent  moment  of  fcarcity,  to 
attain  to  a  certainty  as  to  the  quantity  of  fubfiftence  neceflary 
for  the  people,  and  it  had  long  formed  a  part  of  the  public 
policy  ot  many  (tatcs.     In  Hollandi  an  enumeration  of  the 

people 
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people  of  that  country  had  very  recently  been  made.  la 
Sweden,  a  fimilar  meafure  was  carried  into  execution  in  the 
year  1749*  In  Spain,  a  Cenfus  of  the  people  of  that  country 
had  been  made  in  the  years  1760  and  1787.  In  America,  an 
a6iual  enumeration  of  the  people  was  made  in  the  year  179I9 
and  another  was  about  to  be  made  at  this  time.  As  to  the 
mode  of  carrying  the  propofed  meafure  into  efted,  the  Houfc, 
he  faid,  need  be  at  no  lofs.  He  propofed,  by  fiieans  of  a  bill 
fur  that  purpofe,  to  obtain  parochial  returns  to  a  few  queftions 
to  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  and  which  the  clergy  and  pari(b« 
officers  might  anfwer  with  little  exertion.  From  the  wholo 
of  thefe  returns  made  to  the  clerks  of  Parliament  he  propofed 
an  abftrad  (hould  be  made,  from  which  they  would  obtain 
not  only  the  actual  number  of  the  people  of  the  country,  but 
they  would  alfo  be  able  to  afcertain  how  many  were  com* 
prifed  in  the  agricultural  clafs,  and  how  many  were  comprifed 
in  the  manufacturing  clafs,  together  with  other  information 
of  equal  importance.  He  would  alfo  wi(h  for  a  (lateraent  of 
baptifms  and  burials,  drawn  from  the  rcgifters  for  fome  years 
pafty  from  which  it  would  certainly  be  known  whether  the 
population  had  increafed  during  any  certain  period*  That 
Hoyfe,  he  faid,  owed  it  to  the  country,  and  to  pofterity,  that 
they  fliould  endeavour  to  obtain  certain  information  relative 
to  the  population  of  the  country,  and  thereby  be  enabled  ac^^ 
curateiy  to  provide  for  the  fubfiltence  of  its  inhabitants.  Hs 
concluded  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  afcer« 
tain  the  population  of  the  country. 

Mr.  IVilberforce,  after  repeating  many  of  the  arguments 
ufed  by  Mr.  Abbott,  faid,  it  was  of  importance  that  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country  (hould  be  afcertained,  for  that,  as  it 
doubtleis  would  be  found  to  have  increafed,  it  followed  that 
the  people  of  this  country  mud  have  genc/ally  exifted  in  a 
ilate  of  happlnefs.  Englifhmen,  however,  wanted  not  this 
argument  to  convince  them  of  the  happinefs  they  enjoyed 
under  an  excellent  conftitution  and  wife  fyftem  of  goverA* 
nnent.     He  concluded  with  feconding  the  motion. 

Mr.  Robfrjn  and  Mr.  Jonts  having  each  faid  a  few  words  in 
fupport  of  it,  the  motion  was  put,  and  carried  nem.  can.  and 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  Mafter  of  the  rolls,  Mr.  Abbott,  and 
Mr.  Nicholas  Vanfntart,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  bill. 

CORN. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  on  the  corn  importation  bill 

reOtlved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ryderi  that  the  bounty  on 

Vox..  IV.  i8og.  ■  (^  importation 
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importation  fhonld  commence  the  iftof  December,  i8oa» 
and  terminate  the  ift  of  Qdobcr,  1801.  The  report  to  be 
received  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Rob/on  remarked,  th^t  the  public  mind  was  much  agi- 
tated, not  only  by  »lie  diftrefs  occafioned  by  the  exorbitant 
price  of  corn,  but  by  the  uncertainty  and  variety  of  opinions 
entertained  as  to  the  exiftenc^  of  a  fcarclty,  and  whether  at 
any  time  the  growth  was  equal  to  the  confumption  of  the 
country,  and  whether  the  high  price  was  judified  by  ths 
adual  fcarcity,  or  might  not  be  owing  to  artificial  means. 
That  in  his  opinion  no  fcarcity  exifted  \  nothing  but  afcer- 
tained  and  proven  fa£ls  could  fet  this  quejftlon  at  reji^  andtran* 
qu'tlli'ze th§  fublic mind \  that  evidence  and  information  founded  * 
on  conjecture  on  theoretical  and  fpeculative  opinions  on 
partial  returns,  &c.  would  not  convince  the  great  mafs  of  the 
people,  who  entertained,  he  believed,  opinions  on  this  fubjedt 
very  difFcrentfrom  tholcof  his  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State.** 
That  to  tStOi  this,  he  thought  that  the  afcertaining  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country,  and  the  quantities  of  all  kinds  of 
grain  grown  in  the  kingdom,  and  thus  comparing  the  fupply 
to  the  demand,  was  the  only  means  of  giving  fatisfadion  at 
prcfcnt  to  the  people.  That  it  would  thus  be  accurately 
dated,  not  ejumctted^  as  heretofore.  But  when  coupled  with 
the  great  end  of  averting  famine,  he  did  not  fee  how  any 
man  could  refufe  hisafl'cnt  to  a  propofition  fo  felf-evident,  a$ 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  indifpennbly  necelfary ;  for  he  would 
venture  to  predid,  that  with  this  information  the  country  at 
l;irge  would  be  fatisfied,  and  that  without  it  they  would  not. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  propofe  an  excife  on  grain,  or  any 
fncafure  cither  opprcflive,  odious,  or  even  inconvenient :  he 
IhouUl  therefore  move  and  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe  the  following  refolution,  (which  was  feconded  and 
fupportcd  by  Mr.  Jones)  viz. 

.  *•  T*hat  it  Ihould  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  high  price  of  corn  was  referred,  &:c.  to  confider 
and  report  whether  it  might  not  be  expedient,  for  quieting  the 
public  mind,  mivrh  agitated  by  the  uncertainty  and  variety  of 
opinions  concerning  the  exiftence  and  extent  of  a  fcarcity  of 
grain,  to  take  and  afcertain,  as  well  as  the  population,  the 
f|ua.n(ities  of  grain  grown  in  the  kingdom  as  nearly  ;is  could 
be,  and  by  comparing  the  quantity  of  grain  with  the  demand, 
thus  enable  the  Executive  Government  to  take  at  all  times 
meafurcs  of  precaution  againft  fcarcity,  and  to  ofier  to  the 

public^ 

^  *  Referred  to  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Letter. 
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public,  as  well  as  to  pofterity,  authentic  information  on  fo 
important  a  fubjed  ;  and  that  to  efre£l  this,  whether  it  jinight 
not  be  expedient  that  Government  (hould  appoint  appraifers 
and  furveyors  of  corn,  who  might  immediately^  to  anfwer  the 
pre  feat  purpofe,  take  an  account  of  what  was  grown  la  11 
year;  and  in  future,  on  a  given  day,  in  Augufl,  or  on  fuch 
days  as  might  be  mod  convenient,  go  round  and  infpefl  the 
crops  growing  in  the  fields  in  each  parifii'or  diftrict,  and  re- 
port on  oath  to  Government  their  eftimation  and  appraife- 
ment  of  the  quantity  which  the  crops  would  yield,  which 
eftimation,  it  is  prefumed,  might  come  within  one,  two,  or 
at  moft  five  per  cent,  of  the  actual  produce,  and  thus  anfwer 
the  defired  purpofe. 

The  Speaker  faid,  a  motion  of  inflruction  to  a  committee, 
fo  minutely  worded,  was  unprecedented  and  unexampled  in 
that  Houfe.  If,  however,  it  was  fcconded,  it  was  his  du«y 
to  put  it ;  at  the  fame  time  he  mud  obferve  to  the  hon. 
Member,  that  the  committee  poffeffed  already  fufficient 
powers  for  all  the  purpofes  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  motion. 
Mr.  Robforiy  having  ftatcd  that  he  vvas  not  apprifed  the 
committee  poflefied  thofe  powers,  withdrew  his  motion. 
Adjourned^ 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  NOV.  20. 

Lord  NeJfon  was  introduced  by  Lords  Grcnvitle  and 
Romney ;  and,  after  having  taken  the  fcveral  oaths,  took  his 
feat  on  the  barons*  bench  between  thefe  two  noble  Lords ; 
the  former  on  his  right,  and  the  latter  op  his  left  hand.  The 
proceilion  into  the  Houfe  was  preceded  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  as  Earl  Marlhal,  and  Sir  ifaac  Heard,  as  Garter 
JCing  at  Arms. 

The  bills  being  read  in  their  ftages,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    NOV.    lO. 

Mr.  Wm.  Dundas  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Lord  Pro- 
voft  and  council  of  Edinburgh,  praying  for  the  aid  of  Parlia- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town. of  Edin- 
burgh ;  which  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Manning  prefented  a  petition  from  the  prifoners  con- 
fined for  debt  in  the  fleet  prifon,  praying  for  thei(  enlarge- 
ment*    Ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

JVlr.  Bofe  prefented  a  bill  to  enable  commiilioners  to  pur* 

0^2    '  chafe 

*^  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


j»«  WbOOFALL'S  PARLIAMENT A!IY  RtPORTS.       fCbWMOiti, 

thafe  certain  adjacent  buildings  in  Palace*yard,  for  tife  ac« 
commcxiation  oi  the  iwo  Houies  of  Parliament,  which  was 
read  a  firft  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Sfeaitr  notified  the  ipeffage  from  the  Lordc,  defiring 
ihat  T.  W.  Coke,  Efq^.  (bould  attend  the  committee  of  the 
Lords  on  ihe  high  pdce  of  pro^vifioiis;  the  Houfe  granted 
leave,  and  Tent  a  meilage  to  the  Lords  upon  it. 

Lord  Havchjbvrj  prefenied  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
gold  coined  at  the  mint,  from  Michaelmas  1796,  to  the  pre* 
lent  time.     Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  taUe. 

POPULATION. 

Mr.  Ahlat  prefented  a  bill  for  afcertaining  the  population 
of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Htthhauje  faid,  conceiving  this  bill  to  be  brought  in  for 
the  purpofeot  averaging  the  provif^ons  of  the  country  to  its 
population,  that  we  ihould  be  as  far  as  ever  from  fuch  an  ob* 
je^,  unlefs  the  hon.  Gentleman  (to  whofe  talents  and  labours 
he  paid  high  compliments)  went  fnr^her,  and  enquired 
whether  hulbandry  encreafed — whether,  btfidesan  incrcafing 
|n^piiiation,  other  circumftances,  fuch  as  the  number  of. 
lor^ign.  Tailors  cmpfoytd  in  our  fleets ;  the  number  of  emi- 
grants  reftdent  amongft  us,&c.  had  not  caufed  the  high  price 
of  provifions,  Mhich  the  country  now  felt. 

Mr.  Ahhot  agreed,  th^t  many  caufes  concurred  ;  but  one  of 
the  principal  was,  the  great  increafe  of  population,  ihercfor«5» 
|ie  deemed  it  nectirary,  fitfl,  to  eAimate  what  that  increafe 
was.  and  then  to  extend  the  meaps  and  inftrunients  of  huf- 
bandry  ;  and  if,  as  was  faid,  it  (hmild  appear  that  there  are 
three  millions  of  acres  fit  for  the  plough,  we  fliould  be  tiext 
led  to  cultivation.     This  was  a  primary  mcafure. 

'"A^r.  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  not  think  much  good  would  re* 
fult  fion»  fuch  a  meafure^  imlefs  it  could  be  alcertained  what 
the  proportion  was  between  the  population  and  the  growth  of 
the  country.  He  faw  no  objeflion  in  afcertaining  how  many 
acres  of  land  were  fown  with  wheat,  and  this  could  be  known 
by  returns  made  from  every  parifb,  and  the  proportion  as 
contained  between  the  population  and  confumption.'  By 
ihefe  means  it  could  furely  be  determined  whether  it  was  a 
goi>d  or  bad  year,  and  whether  there  was  wheat  enough  to 
fupply  the  population. 

The  Spgahr  faid,  fuch  obfervaH^ns  did  not  apply  \o  the 
prefcnt  bill ;  they  might  be  moved  hcieafter  as  an  mftruaion 
10  the  committee,  and  he  thought  it  ncccffary  now. to  fay  fo, 
left  they  fliould  go  to  any  length. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jofiit  fatd  a  few  wocds,  when-  the  bill  was  read  a 
firft,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  oti  Tuefday  neit. 

COALS. 

Mr.  Manning.  T(^tf  in  purfuance  of  notice,  to  move  for  th« 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the 
coal-trade  of  this  kingdom*  It  was  his  tntentiont  (hould 
this  motion  be  acceded  to,  by  the  Houfe,  next  to  move  that 
the  refolutions  of  the  laft  feflion  (hould  be  referred  to  the 
committee.  From  the  pains  beftowed  on  the  Aibjeft,  and 
their  general  knowledge  of  whatever  related  to  the  trade  itfelf, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  the  better  way  to  propofe 
the  fame  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  of  the  committee 
of  laft  year,  to  be  Members  of  the  prefent.  Every  thing 
concurred  to  induce  him  to  regard  the  (ubjeA  of  the  prefent 
high  price  of  coals,  as  being  one  of  the  very  fird  importance 
In  the  exiRing  circumilahces  of  the  country.  Even  iince  lad 
he  was  occupied  in  enquiries  in  that  Houfe^  the  Newbaftle 
Coal  had  rifen  4s.  a  chaldron,  fo  that  inftead  of  any  ameliora- 
tion of  (he  fuilerings  of  the  poor  from  the  dearnefs  of  that 
tnoft  eflential  article  of  general  confumption,  an  additional 
feverity  had  been  impofed  by  the  advance  in  the  marker. 
There  were  befides,  feveral  reaibns  to  induce  him  to  wifh 
for  a  committee,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  agree  td  his 
motion. 

The  motion  being  put, 

Mr*  y9liffi  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee,  but  could  not  help  obfervtng  that 
the  [ubjcSt  of  the  coal-trade  was  a  mo(i  delicate  one,  and  that 
the  propofed  enquiry,  inftead  of  lowering  it,  might  caufe  aa 
increafe  of  the  price. 

Mr.  JVaUacf  did  tioi  doubt  but  the  committee  would  be  fully 
aware  of  the  delicacy  of  the  fubjed,  and  would  attend  to  their 
duty.  The  country  was  in  fuch  a  date  as  required  that 
fome  enquiry  (hould  Indantly  take  place  concerning  the  coaU 
trade ;  for  in  his  heart  he  believed  that  it  was  a  fydem  of 
combination  throughmtt. 

Mr.  Burdan  admitted  that  coals  had  rifen  4s.  a  chaldron  at 
Newcaflle.  They  were  now  26s.  but  it  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked in  confidering  the  date  of  th'e  trade  at  the  tnines,  that 
the  increafe  of  price  in  the  London  market,  caufed  of  necef. 
iity  an  increa(e  of  price  at  the  pit. 

Mr.  Jones  was  glad  that  his  fuggedion  had  not  been  wholly 
difregarded.  Something  ought  to  be  done,  and  done  fpeediiy, 
to  reduce  the  price  of  coals  ;  which  being  an  eflential  part  of 
the  comforts  of  the  poor^  greatly  aegravated  the  other  fuifer- 
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kigs  of  the  people  by  their  dearnefs.  He  was  quite  fiire  there 
did  exift  a  combination. 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  could  not  learn,  obferved, 
that  the  profits  of  the  coal  proprietor  were  not  nwre  than  he 
had  a  right  to  expe£t* 

The  motion  for  the  committee  was  now  agreed  to,  ini 
the  report  of  the  a)mmittee  of  lad  fei&on  referred  to  ir. 

Mr.  Joiiffe  moved  "  That  all  have  voices  who  attend  the 
faid  committee." 

On  this  quefiion  the  Houfe  divided — For  the  motion  23 — 
Againft  it  8i — Majority  58. 

FOREIGM    CORPS. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  for  an  eftjmate  of  the  number  and  ex- 
peaces  of  all  the  foreign  corps  now  in  the  fervtcc  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  Secretary  at  /Tflr  faid,  that  the  hon.  Member  might 
oblain  almoft  all  the  information  he  could  with  on  this  fub- 
jed  by  referritig  to  army  eflSmates  for  the  laft  year.  But  if 
this  were  not  fufiicien^  the  edimates  of  the  preient  year 
would  furnilh  a  complete  account  of  thofe  corps.  He  did 
.not  therefore  think  the  motion  fuch  a  one  as  poflefled  claims 
to  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ^serney  cxpTcScd  fome  concern  at  the  prevailing  prac- 
fice  of  refufing  papers,  without  afligning  one  reafon  why  they 
ihould  not  be  granted.  The  edimates  mentioned,  might 
.poiTibly  give  information  ;  but  Xurely  his  hon.  Friend,  who 
moved  for  a  particular  paper  for  his  own  gratification,  might 
be  indulged  in  what  was  a  perfedly  conditutional  requed- 

The  Secretary  at  War  profefled  not  to  have  any  obje£lion 
to  the  motion  itfelf.  He  only  thought  there  was  no  reafpA 
for  making  it,  and  therefore  no  reafon  for  acceding  to  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i'AxA^  he  could  not  fee  why 
gentleman  Qiould  be  ftipported  in  motions  which  were  purely 
perfonal  to  thcmfelves.  He  would  everi  willingly  concede 
any  thing  which  did  not  tend  to  public  injury  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  peculiar  feelings  of  an  individual  Member;  but,  . 
whenever  it  ihould  appear  that  by  fo  doing  public  mifchief 
would  be  done,  he  mud  oppofe  all  fuch  motions.  The  cuf- 
tom  had,  however,  been  of  late  to  move  for  papers  as  the 
whim  or  caprice  of  the  moment  might  fugged,  and  he  was 
forry  to  fay  that  motions  obvioufly  made  with  no  other  objeS 
but  perfonal  curiofity  became  daily  more  and  more  frequent. 
He  would  certainly  object  to  all  fuch  motions. 

Mr.  Tiet  ney^  in  explanauon,  infidcd  on  the  right  of  every 
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Member  to  move  for  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  With  refpect  to  his  expreflion  that  it  would 
gratify  the  feelings  of  his  hon.  Friend  to  grant  his  motion,  he 
muft  be  permitted  to  obferve  that  he  did  not  expect  that  the 
great  word-catcher>  the  j-ight  hon.  Gentleman  over  againft 
him,  would  have  played  and  frolicked  fo  much  with  a  (mall 
and  harmlefs  epithet.  Undoubtedly  he  did  fay  that  it  would 
gratify  his  hon.  Friend  to  find  his  motion  granted  ;  yet,  furely^ 
no  one  would  fuppofe  that  gratification,  in  the  fenfe  of  plea- 
fure,  was  what  he  meant.  God  knew  that  of  late  years  few 
public  documents,  had  any  tendency  to  afford  much  pleafure, 
and  all  the  papers  he  had  ever  known  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man give  to  the  Houfc,  on  war  and  expenditure,  were  far 
from  poflfefling  a  tendency  to  afford  pleafure  in  the  perufal. 
The  account  moved  for,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to,grant.  What  was  alked  was  diftinft  and  re- 
gular. His  hon.  Friend  defired  to  know  what  was  the  num- 
ber of  the  foreign  corps,  where  they  were,  how  employed, 
and  what  was  to  be  done  with  them  r  It  was  natural  to  a(k 
for  fiich  information  :  6oo,oool.  of  the  money  of  the  public 
was  expended  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  corps,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  anfwer  an  hon.  Member  who 
moved  with  great  good-nature  for  an  account  of  the  applica- 
tion of  this  fum,  by  fneexing  at  his  motion.  The  plain  Ian* 
guage  of  the  Minitler  was  ^*  don't  trouble  us  about  accounts 
— why  talk  of  the  public  money — it  is  burs — we  do  with  it 
what  we  pleafe — we  have  enough  to  do  to  keep  our  papers  in 
order,  without  being  harraifed  by  your  motions."  He  did  not 
care  much  for  this  foft  of  language.  It  was  not  as  a  grati- 
fication that  he  aiked  for  papers,  but  becaufe  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  a(k  for  accounts  that  the  people  of  England  might  fee 
how  6oo,oool.  of  their  money  had  been  applied  and  expend- 
ed. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Houfc  would  hear  no  more 
of  idle  and  impertinent  curiofiiy,  of  idle  gratification,  and 
that  it  would  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  impofflble  for  the 
Rcprefentative  to  difcharge  his  duty  without  moving  for  ac- 
counts which  he  nday  wi(h  for,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  judge 
accurately  of  the  conduct  of  the  Minifter. 

Mr.  Rob/on  fupported  the  motion.  If  theHoute  fhould 
continue  to  vote  money  on  account,  a  Mimfter  might  keep 
up  an  army  to  any  number  without  the  power  to  controul 
him  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  revenues. 

Mr.  Jcnei  faid,  that  he  almoft  began  to  think  that  the 
right  bun.  Gentleman  was  little  Ibort  of  being  difpofedjo 
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tell  him  that  he  had  no  right  to  move  for  any  paper  wiihout 
leave  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Yet  if  the 
sight  hon.  Gentleman  were  intrenched  ten  deep  inftead  of 
four  that  fupport  him — [A  call  to  order.] 

The  Speakir  appearing  not  to  conficfer  thefe  obfervations 
regular »'  the  hon.  Member  concluded  his  fpeech. 

The  motion  was  now  put  and  agreed  go. 

KEGOCIATION    FOR    PEACB. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion—***  Having 
given  notice  that  I  would,  on  Monday  next,  go  into  the 
general  fubject  of  an  examination  of  the  papers  which  were 
the  other  day  laid  on  your  table  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
of  State,  I  am  now  to  move  you,  that  certain  papers,  which 
I  am  of  opinion,  are  wanting  to  complete  the  correfpondence, 
Ihould  be  laid  on  your  table.  I  own,  Sir,  I  did  expect  that 
Minifters  would  have  given  fome  explanation  to  the  Houfe 
on  points  which  muft  at  prcfent  appear  ambiguous  to  every 
one.  Judging  of  what  they  ought  to  do  by  the  errors  I  think 
they  have  committed,  I  might  expect  that  they  would  a(k  for 
a  vote  on  their  conduct.  The  fubject  is  of  fufficient  im* 
portance  to  require  that  they  (hould  do  fo.  However,  as  I 
underdand  It  is  not  their  intention  to  move  any  fpecific  vote 
th^mfelvesy  I  fliaH  not  to-day  go  at  all  into  the  fubjed  of  the 
negociatton  for  an  armiflice.  In  regard  to  the  propoOtions 
which  I  (hall  prefently  have  the  hpnour  to  fubmit  to  you,  I 
do  hope.  Sir,  the  Minifter  will  not  diflent  from  me.  He  has 
faidy  that  he  is  forry  motions  for  papers  become  every  day 
more  aod  more  frequent ;  yet  1  (liil  think  he  will  grant  th« 
papers  1  am  to  a(k  in  my  motion.  It  is  true,  he  has  told  us 
that  we  only  move  for  papers  to  gratify  perfonal  feelings  and 
idlecnriofity.  This  rebuke  comes  not  Ivith  peculiarly  good 
grace  from  the  other  fide.  If  we  are  perrcvering  in  this  re* 
fpefi,  it  is  the  moft  wonderful  thing  in  life,  for  let  us  per* 
fevere  ever  fo  inuchi  the  right  hon.  Gentlemau  feems 
determined  not  to  grant  us  one  fmgle  objed  which  we  labour 
to  attain.  It  would  appear  we  difplay  as  much  perfeverance 
and  magnanimity  in  making  motions  in  this  Houfe,  as  the 
Mlnifter  has  difplayed  in  carrying  on  the  war,  and  with  as 
much  fucccfs. — f  A  laugh.J— But  motions  for  papers  never 
were  fo  uniformly  refilled  as  at  prcfent.  Even  in  the  very. 
worft  times,  the  />bftinacy  of  a  Minifter  never  prevailed  fo 
much  over  the  confli^utional  rights  of  the  Rqprrfentatives  of 
the  people.  In  the  American  war,  a  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oppoiice  me  would  have  made  your  walU  re-echo  his  indig* 
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nam  cehfure  of  aMmifter  who.fliould  wirhhold  accotmrs^  t)r 
refufe  explanations.     It  during  that  wax  the  fcaodalous  at- 
teonpt  on  Ferrol  had  been  made— if  during  that  war  the  fcandaU 
ousattempt  on  Cadiss  had  followed— if  during  that  war  aeon- 
vention  had  been  brdc.en  in  Egypt>  by  which  the  faith  of  the 
nation  flioiild  appear  to  have  heen  violated,  the  right  hon. 
<ientleman  would  have  called  aloud  for  enquiry^.     But,  Sir^ 
times  arc  materially  altered.     Principles  which  were  for- 
merly idolized,  can  now  be  renounced  in  the  coucre.of  crof- 
fing  your  ^oors.     On  the  fubjedl  of  £gypt  I   mean  not, 
however,  to  fay  much  at  this  monnlent.     The  nation,  no 
doubt,  requires  that  its  charader  (hould  be  vindicated  from 
the  afpcrfions  caft  upon  it,  in  confeqiience  of  the  coodu£l  of 
Government  in  regard  to  the  French  General  and  army.    In 
the  abfence  of  the  officers  concerned,  I  alike  decline  to  difcufs 
other  queftions  to  which  the  hidory  of  recent  military  move- 
fnents  neceflarily  gives  rife.     The  principal  object  of  my 
motion  is  two-fold.     I  wifli  to  obtain  information  on  the 
fubjed  of  our  connedion  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ( 
and  with  refped  to  the  rupture  of  the  convention  in  £gyptb 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  withany  colour  of  ju(lice 
to  himfclf,  refufe  me  the  firft  fct  of  papers  I  am  to  nsove  for* 
lincehe  himftif  voluntarily  furrriflied  the  Houfe  with  fomeof 
the  materials  of  an  enquiry,  and  1  only  alk  for  Rich  docu-* 
nients  as  will,  I  think,  fupply  the  deficiencies  in  the  papers 
which  have  been  laid  before  us.      If  1  had  aiked  for  fuch 
papers  while  Miniflers  were  in  a  ftage  of  anegociation,  they 
might  with  every  appearance  of  propriety  have  refufed  me^ 
but  having  them  fe Ives  come  forward  unalked  with  doc'umentsy  * 
they  cannot  now  obje£l  it  to  us,  that  we  feek  to  embarrafs  or 
fetter  them  during  z&uslI  negociatioo.     Minifters  (land  in  a 
particular  fituation  with  wg^td  to  their  country  and  Europe* 
if  ever  it  was  neceffary  fur  ihcm  to  be  explicit  and  communis 
cative,  it  is  moft  preffingly  fo  in 'the  prefent  circumftanaes. 
They  have  faid  that  they  rejoiced  in  the  failure  of  the  nego-t 
elation  at  Liflc — [Here  ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
fecmcd  not  to  admit  the  cor  rednefs  of  the  cxpreflion]     **  I 
maintain,  Sir,  the  Minilter  did  fay  lie  w^s  glad  that  negocia'- 
tion  had  failed.     We  were  told,  that  indeed  the  country  had 
precipitated  his  Majefty's  Miniliers  into  negociation,  but  that 
fortunately  we  efcaped  the  dangers  of  peace,  and  had  got  in 
return  for  it  the  difgrace  of  attempting  to  negociatc  a  folid 
durable  fy  (lem  of  finance*     Perhaps  every  fyfiem  is  folid  thai 
moves  not,  and  certainly  if  that  fyftem,  now  celebrated  alt 
over  the  world,  has  not  retrograded — it  has  not  advanced  a 
Vol-  IV.  J  800.  R  fingle 
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fingle  (Icp  nearer  profperity.  Did  not  the  Minifter  congra* 
tulate  the  country  on  the  failure  of  that  negociation ;  and 
has  not  he  fince  rejeded  the  pacific  overtures  of  the  Chief 
•Conful  of  France  with  indignation  ?— To  torn  to  the  precife 
fubjedof  debate.  Let  gentlemen  take  the  queftion  either 
way,  and  they  will  find  that  my  motion  i<  as  welUtimed  as 
neceflary.  It  is  neceflary  that  the  Minifter  Ibould  rchife  no 
means  of  judging  of  his  (incerity  in  negociation.  He  has  our 
men  and  money  at  his  difpofai,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
made  accountable  for  the  ufe  he  makes  of  them.  It  i^s  neccf* 
fary  that  the  French  (hould  think  him  fmcere,  for  thfcy  mud 
be  prone  to  doubt  his  fmcerity,  after  all  that  has  happened. 
The  points  on  which  the  corrcfpondencc  is  deficient  arc  ihcfc : 
It  ought  to  appear  that  the  Emperpr  isfincerely  anxious  not 
'  to  negociate  a  feparate  peace  with  France.  The  Eniperory 
in  the  correfpondence  before  ibc  Houfc,  may  be  fuppofed  to 
imagine  that  we  again  have  attempted  to  negociate  only  for 
ourfelves.  It  aijght  not  to  appear  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  get  the  Emperor  to  refifl  the  overtures  of  France,  in  order 
that  we  may  keep  him  in  the  war  againft  ))is  real  intereit. 
Another  fubjed  on  which  the  correfpondence  is  defedive  is, 
\the  convention  of  Egypt.  I  wi(h  to  get  certain  papers  rela- 
tive to  this  bufuiefs,  that  I  may  fee  whether  Minifters  have 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith.  I  wifli  to  fee  whether  their 
condu£l  has  been  tuch  as  that  no  Government  can  rely  on 
treat iel  with  them,  or  whether^  on  the  contrary »  they  have 
aded  with  drift  fidelity  to  the  priticiples  of  public  law,  and 
with  drift  adherence  to  the  rights  of  nations.  I  (hall  now 
date  the  motions  I  am  to  fubmit  through  yog.  Sir,  to  the  deci^ 
iion  of  the  Houfe : — 

*«  A  copy  of  the  artioles  Count  St.  Julien  figned  ^t  Paris,  , 
and  which  are  termed  in  the  official  correfpondence,  prelimi^r 
naries  of  peace. 

**  Copies  of  the  rcmondrances  [as  will  be  fecn,  I  adopt  the 
language  of  the  correfpondence  J  niade  by  Loid  Minto  at  the 
court  of  Vienna,  referred  to  in  the  papers. 

**  Acopy  of  the  communication  which  contains  the  cxprcfs 
declaration  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  prcliminaTies  of  Paris 
were  figned  ^y  St.  Julien  without  ;^dequate  powers  for  that 
purpofe. 

"  Copies  of  the  reprefentaf  ions  of  Lord  Minio  to  the  court 
of  Vienna,  on  the  fubjeft' of  joint  negociation,  and  previous 
to  the  overtures  of  the  French  Government  to  negociate  a 
feparate  peace  ifviih  the  Emperor. 

•♦  Copici 
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•<  Copies  of  all  communications  from  his  Majedy  the 
lEmperor  to  the  eourt  of  Great  firitain»  after  the  negociations 
for  peace  with  France  foromenced^  and  of  the  papers  dating 
that  the  Emperor  would  not  treat  feparately. 

**  Copies  of  the  inftrudions  given  by  his  Majefty's  Minir<- 
ters  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  on  going  to  take  the  command  on 
the  coaft  of  Egypt. 

•*  Copies  of  any  letters,  or  cxtrafts  of  inftruftions  from  Mr* 
Smith,  oar  Minifter  at  Conftantinople,  to  Sir  Sidney  Smithy 
authoriflng  him  to  treat  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt. 

"  Copy  of  the  inftrudions  from  that  Ambaflador  to  Sir 
Sidney  bmith|  to  publilh  an  addrefs  to  the  French  army. 

'*  ^^py  of  ^he  addrefs  To  circulated. 

**  Copy  of  the  letter  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  Sir  John  Doug-> 
la5»  relative  to  the  negociation  with  Qen^ ral  Kleber. 

"  Copy  of  any  new  powers  to  Sir  Sidney  Smiih,  on  being 
authorifed  to  renew  engagements  on  the  credit  of,  Britifli  taith> 
with  the  French  General  and  army. 

*•  Copy  of  Lieutenant  Wright's  inflru£lions. 

*'  Copy  of  the  official  engagement  entered  into  by  Sir  Sid-i. 
Dcy  Smith,  with  the  French,  fubfequemiy  to  the  iirft  rupture 
of  the  convention." 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  queftion  on  the  firft  of  thefe 
motions, 

The  ChanceJhr  of  the  Exchequer  rofe.— -•*  The  preliminary 
obfervations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  juft  fat  down^ 
tending  chiefly  to  caufe  a  belief  that  we  have  in  all  cafes  re-*- 
fufed  papers,  I  think  it  right  to  fay  a  few  words  on  this  topic, 
as  I  pafs  on  to  the  more  important  part  of  ihe  fubje^l  now 
i)efore  us.  We  have  been  told  that  the  hon.  Member  and 
his  friends  have  not  ceafed  to  perfevere  ivith  great  magnani- 
mity and  zeal  to  bring  forward  motions  alking  for  public 
fapers  which  we  are  ftated  to  have  as  perfeveringly  oppofed. 
t  is  part  of  the  charge  againft  us  that  we  have  refufed  a  papef^ 
of  a  particular  kind  this  night.  1  allow,  Sifi  we  didrefufe 
that  paper,  but  1  mud  at  the  fame  time  remind  the  hon.  Oen«- 
ilem;ai,  that  he  himfelf  ufed  his  endeavours  to  redrain  the 
magnanimity  and  cool  the  zeal  of  his  hon.  Friend;  confeffing 
shat  the  paper  moved  for  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe 
avowed,  and  that  it  would,  if  granted,  only  tend  to  give  in- 
formation to  the  enemy.  Motions  of  this  defcription  do  not 
fur^iy  proceed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution.  Such  who 
vriOi  to  relieve  the  country,  in  the  prefent  criiis  of  public 
jdHiAiOD,  from  the  prefluie  of  our  difficulties^  will  not  think 
^         ft.  *  .   that 
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that  they  do  fo  mod  eiFediially  by  muhipIyiAg  mirchievous  or 
idle  notions.  The  hoo.  Gentleman  who  (poke  lafti  and  everjc 
other  hon.  Gentleman  friendly  to  the  peace  of  the  coumry» 
^ill  always  join  me  in  thefe  oWerTations^  except  when  they 
may  happen  to  forget  their  duty  to  their  country.  Here  I 
ought  not  to  withhold  Kiy  acknowledgments  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  patriotic  and  upright  condud  on  two  moft 
trymg  occafions.  He  could  in  thofe.  inftances  free  himfelf 
from  every  feeling  but  for  the  fafety  of  his  country— and  t 
may  fay  that  thofe  were  occafions  when  his  own  nature 
genuinely  difplayed  itfelf.  With  rcfpeiSl  to  the  motion  juft 
fubmittcd  to  the  Houfe,  I  ought  perhaps  to  call  to  the  recol- 
leAion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  language  he  fo  commend- 
ably  ufed  oh  the  fird  night  of  the  fcflion»  He  then  told  us 
he  was  glad  to  fee  no  intention  on  the  part  of  hrs  Majefty'a 
Minifters  to  prefs  forward  thedifcuflion  of  any  other  fubjedi 
than  that  of  the  (late  of  the  country  in  regard  to  the  high  pric6 
of  provinons.  He  told  us  that  every  other  confideratron  muft 
be  made  to  yield,  that  all  other  bufmefs  nfuft  be  deferred, 
until  wc  rcfcucd  the  country  from  peril.  That  perhaps  the 
veflel  of  the  (late  would  fall  to  pieces  on  the  rocks,  unlefs  wlb 
continued  fleadily  at  the  pumps,  and  exerted  all  our  might  to 
get  her  fa fe  into  port.  Where  the  hon.  Member  has  been 
working  the  pumps  in  the  interval,  I  know  not — {a  laugh) — 
hut  I  have  great  fatisfadion  in  being  enabled  to  aflert,  that  if 
Parliament  has  not  yet  removed  the  preflurc,  much  has  been 

•done  to  remove  it.  Now,  under  thofe  circumftances,  is  it 
too  much,  Sir,  to  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  rather 
lexert  himfelf  to  lighten  the  burden  of  our domcftic  fufferings, 
than  add  to  our  regrets  and  fprrows  by  prcfling  ill-timed,  in- 
jurious motions.  The  hon«  Gentleman  fays,  ha  wilhes  not 
to  difcufs  the  fubjcft  of  the  negociation  without  tnorc  im- 
partial details ;  but  when  he  alfo  fays  that  he  moves  for  papers 
i)ecaufe  Minifters  have  not  moved  any  vote  on  the  corref- 
pondence,  I  mud  once  more  remind  him,  that  on  the  fiiftday. 
of  the  feffion  he  faid  that  he  wa5  glad  we  did  not  offer  to  go 
into  that  dtfcuffion.  However,  I  am  not  averfe  todifcuflion  ; 
I  (hall,  indeed,  be  found  prepared  to  difcufs  the  fubjcA  whea 
the  time  has  arrived  that  it  will  be  prudent  to  do  fo.  It  is  u 
rtibj«<^  which  fuggeds  mod  momentous  topics.  For  the 
difference  between  us  and  the  enemy  was  of  a  magnitude  to 
involve  the  independence^  the  fafety,  and  the  charader  of - 
the  country.  The  motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  detailed* 
in  fo  many  poiats,  that  I  do  not  know  wjiether  or.  not  I  pen- 
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fcflly  comprehend  it.  The  whole  of  what  is  aflced  for  raaVr 
however,*  be  colledcd  in  one  or  two  points.  The  one  i lie 
fubjed  of  the  rupture  of  the  convention  in  £g}'pt  which  l^» 
been  difciinbd^  as  well  in  the  lad  feflion  as  very  lately — the 
other»  how  far  the  good  faith  of  Auftrta  can  be  relied  on,. 
The  hon.  Gchtlcman  fcems  folicitous  to  afccrtain  whether 
ihe  Emperor  is  determined  not  to  negoctatc  with  France,  but 
inconjuftion  with  this  country,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  col- 
Irding  the  proofs  of  this  dirpofition,  he  aflcs  us  for  certain 
papers.  Now  if  it  was  poffible  to  give  all  the  papers 
ivhich  are  known  to  us,  as  containing  the  fentimenti; 
of  the  Auftrian  cabinet,  fince  the  firft  moment  that  the  pro*^ 
pofirion  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  this  coimtry  and  to  the  cabinet 
of  Vienna,  (which,  as  gentlemen  know,  was  a  propofitien  for 
a  feparate  peace,.)  nothing  has  occurred  to  giVe  the  (lighted 
colour  of  probability  to  the  expedation  that  the  Emperor 
^ould  negoctate  for  a  fepa^te  peace  with  France^  From  the 
period  of  the  battle  of  Marengo,  which  was  near  deciding  the 
fate  of  turope,  a^  every  good  and  loyal  man  wifhed,  to  the 
ptefent  hour,  the  Emperor  has  not  for  one  moment  relaxed  ift 
it  is  determination  not  to  negociate  a  fcparate  pe^ce.  Arvd  I 
can  fafely  add,  that  by  the  laft  arrivals,  which  carry  our  com* 
niunications  from  the  court  of  Vienna  as  far  down  as  the  4ih 
of  this  prefcnt  November,  the  affurances  of  the  Aufbian  Go- 
vernment continue  to  give  us  the  Wenirt  pledge  of  their  good 
iaith,  and  that  they  will  not  ceafe  to  rcfifl:  every  propoQiion 
for  disjoining  their  interefts  from  ours.  Tliefe  aifurances 
4urnt{h  one  diteft,  politive,  and  explicit  promlfe,  that  the 
£mperor  will  not  trea*  with  France  but  jointly  with  this 
country.  Yet,  if  I  aip  aflced  to  tike  upon  myfcif  to  gua- 
rtntee  that  Anftria  fliall,  under  no  circum&ances,  make  a 
feparate  peace,  I  anfwer,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  hold  out 
.Rich  a  guarantee.  If  Auftrki  ftmuld  be  by  any  adverfe  change 
of  cfrcumflances  forced  to  treat  fepara;tely,  1  make  no  doubt 
but  tl)e  neceflity  which  cafts  heron  that  alternative  will  be 
apparent  to  all  Europe.  If  on  the  other  hand  Aunria  ffinuld 
be  forced  to  renew  the  war,  (he  has  no  reafon  to  dread  even 
the  vaft  preparations  of  her  enemy.  Recurring  to  the  qtief- 
tion  of  her  good  faiih,  I  would  be  underUocxi  to  fay,  that  I 
believe  only  an  irrefillible  neceffity  can  caufe  her  ftparating 
her  intereffs  from  thofe  of  this  country. 

Yet  after  fo  many  ftrange  viciditudes— after  fuch  ftrange 
changes  of  men's  opinions  as  have  been  prefented  of  late  to 
the  world^,  i  am  not  prepared  to  fay  that  no  flate  of  affairs 
can  arhfe  in  v^hich.  Auftria  may  not  make  a  feparate  peace 

with 
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vith  f^rance.  But  that  fuch  is  not  the  ftare  of  things  a1 
prefent  I  aver,  and  I  am  in  tjie  prefence  of  thofe  who  knoir 
the  (late  of  the  tranfadion,  and  who  know  that  I  aver  a  fo^- 
lemn  truth.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  probably  aflc  for 
papers  to  prove  tiiy  aflertion.  I  cannot  confcnt  to  give  them 
to  him — the  papers,  if  they  exift,  are  notour*? — they  sfre  iiQr» 
therefore,  like  papers  within  our  own  offices,  which  we  may 
rtturn  on  an  order  of  the  Houfe.  They  are  papers  which 
were  confidehtially  tranfmitted  jo  us  by  our  ally ;  fo  that  did 
we  grant  them  according  to  the  hon.  Member's  motion,  wc 
ihould  betray  the  confidence  fo  repofed.  The  Houfe  has  no 
right  to  aik  for  fuch  papers :  and  our  ally,  whofe  Otpation  in 
regard  to  the  enemy  might  be  materially  injured  by  ttie  pro- 
«Iu£lion  of  them,  has  every  claim  on  our  good  faith  in  withn 
holding  them  from  the  public.  I  am  aware  that  the  Houfc 
arc  thus  required  to  believe  my  own  ailertions,  but  once  more 
I  fay,  I  am  in  the  prefence  of  thcife  who  know  I  have 'not 
xnifreprefentcd  either  our  own  or  the  Emperor's  pre(ent  fitua- 
tion  i  and  I  add,  that  when  the  world  is  fully  informed  of 
the  adlual  (late  of  the  tranfa(^ibn,  it  will  evidently  appear 
that  I  have  not  ft^ted  the  matter  fo  Arongly  as  circumflances 
vould  admit.  Since  no  (Irong  cafe  has  been  made,  I  muft, 
for  the  rcafons  I  have  dated,  refift  the  prefcnr  tfiotion." 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  rofe,  he  faid,  to  refcue  his  hon.  Friend,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  from  the  charge  of  inconfidency  brought  agaioft 
lim.  by  the  Right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer*  So 
far  was  he  from  being  inconfiflent,  becaufe  he  reconunended 
on  the  fird  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament  an  undivided  at* 
tent  ton,  on  that  day,  to  the  (late  of  the  proviflons  &nd  the  re- 
lief of  ttie  country,  that  it  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  was  inccnfiftent  in  charging  his  hon.  Friend  with  in- 
conflftency.  It  was  furely  not  good  logic  to  fay,  that  be- 
caufe he  recommended  that  as  the  chief  objed  on  that  day» 
that  he  (hould  be  precluded  from  difcufiing  other  matters 
contained  in  the  fpeech,  and  fuch  as  clofcly  conne&ed  them- 
felves  with  that  objed — the  fcarcity  of  provifions.  This 
would,  indeed,  be  td  (hut  itp  the  mouths  of  the  'Oppo(itio»» 
and  fiiffer  the  Mini(ler*s  conduA  to  pafs  on  in  ftlence.  The 
motion  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  called,  was 
that  of  the  preliminariesof  the  Count  St.  Julien.  He  did 
believe  the  exigence  of  thofe  preliminaries,  for  they  were 
declared,  and  in  a  great  degree  admitted,  upon  the  face  of  the 
papers  before  them  ;  and  as  long  as  thofe  preliminaries  were 
withheld  J  fo  long  would  a  fuul  and  diibonourable  fufpicioa 

attach 
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attach  iifelE  to  the  Court  of  Auflria,  which  he  believed  to  be 
bribed  by  this  country  with  Britifb  gold  for  its  perfidious 
condud.  On  this  the  Honfe  was  called  upon  to  give  its 
confidence  and  belief  in  M in iders— blindly  to  believe  that 
(uch  preliminaries  had  no  foundation  in  the  councils  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna.  They  were  fuch,  probably,  as  were  pub- 
lilhed  in  nrtod  of  the  prints,  but  an  authenticated  copy  was 
wanted,  as  the  hinge  on  which  the  r«ft  turned,  and  without 
which  all  difcufliion  jon  the  reil  mud  be  nugatory.  This  his 
hun.  Friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  wanted,  to  render  the  papers  be- 
fore them  perfe£i«  In  look in^furt her  he  faw  many  deficits 
in  them,  but  this  was  the  chief.  Could  it  be  made  appear 
that  the  French  on  theippart  are  not  ilncere,  and  that  ihefe 
preliminaries  a^e  not  founded,  it  ought  to  be  made  appear  to 
the  fati^faction  of  the  country.  He  was  well  aware  that  the 
fight  hon.  Gentlemen  (Mr.  Pitt)  wanted  to  clofe  up  all  on 
blind  confidence,  but  that  fhouM  not  hinder  him  from  pcrfe- 
vering  in  his  inquiry,  and  therefore,  in  fpite  of  all  obloquf 
'  they  could  throw  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  which  he  ha4 
the  honour,  to  fit,  he  would  perfevere  in  calling  for  thofc 
iWtber  papers. 

Lord  ffawkejiury  denied  that  any  obloquy  was  thrown  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfc  on  Gentlemen  who  called  for 
papers,  but  they  on  their  part  had  certainly  a  right  to  affign 
their  reafon  why  they  would  not  give  up  fuch  papers.  He 
contended,  that  tbe  onusprobandi  why  fuch  papers  ought  to 
be  produced*  lay  with  thofe  who  called  for  them,  jn  addition  . 
to  their  faying,  public  utility  demanded  them,  as^  they  could 
fay  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe,  public  utility  ought  to  refub 
them.  JHis  right  hon  Friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  ready  to  (late 
onihat  paper  fo  much  preiTed  for,  that  the  Count  St.  Juliea 
vras  furniihcd  with  no  fuch  powers  as  the' treaty  required, 
and  that  even  the  French  Government  did  not  acknowledge 
him  as  inveded  with  thofe  powers.  His  Lordihip  faid,  that 
/uch  a  treaty  even  Hood  refuted  on  the  very  face  of  the  not* 
from  Baron  Thugut  to  M*  Talleyrand,  of  Aognft  ii,  in  the 
appendix  A  of  the  papers  on  the  table*  where  it  is  cxpreCsIf 
mentioned,  •*  it  only  remaitis,  therefore,  to  agree ^itpon  the 
place  at  which  the  plenipotentiaries  (hsill  pieet,  which  wilt 
doubilefs  be  eafily  fettled."  From  this  the  intention  of 
Auftria  might  be  eafily  inferred,  which  w^s  only  to  fettle  a 
place  for  the  three  plenipotentiaries  to  meet ;  and  the  fubfe* 
quent  correfpondence  clearly  (hewed  that  France  underAood 
tlie  cabinet  of  Vienna  on  a  joint,  and  not  a  feparate  peace.-r* 
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On  the  confidence  with  which  Miniflers  are  iifually  irufted, 
the  Houfe  has  not  only  the  aiFertion  of  facts  to  encourage 
them  to  repofe  it  where  it  oughr,  but  even  the  invidious  ufe 
of  the  terms  (hows  it  is  ufual  for  Minifters  to  be  entitled  to 
it,  TheexprcfH^n — **  Will  the  Miniftcr  dare  to  aflfert  fuch 
and  fuch  a  matter,"  implies  confidence  in  the  Minifter.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  aircrted  that  Government  was  poflfefled  of 
certain  papers  confidcn^fally,  as  fuch  Government  would  be- 
tray that  confidence  in  their  production.  The  accounts^  as 
ftated  in  the  public  papers,  he  believed  to  be  correct,  but  uti* 
authorifed,  as  the  Count  St.  Julien  never  had  authority  to  Jie- 
gociate  a  feparate  peace  with  France.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
had  laid  down  fuch  ample  grounds  for  not  producing  thofe 
papers  that  it  was  unnecelTary  to  add  any  further  obfervations, 

bir  JVm^  Puheney  (zidyih^t  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  had  mentioned  the  expedition  againil  Ferrolason^ 
that  was  difgraceful  to  the  country,  he  felt  tiimfelf  called 
upon  in  behalf  of  his  relation,  to  whom  that  command  was 
confided,  to  declare  that  (hould  it  ever  become  thcfubjectof 
difcuflion,  the  queiUon  would  be  fo  decided  as  to  prove  the 
conduct  of  that  officer  (Sir,  James  P.  Murray)  confiilent  with 
his  former  life,  and  fuch  as  did  honour  to  his  country. 

Mr.  NUhoUs  exprefsly  declared,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
agree  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 'Sheridan)  on  his  motioHt 
At  a  moment  when  Auftria  is  employed  in  a  critical  negocia* 
tion,  it  was  his  wi(h  that  no  debate  would  arife  on  thefe 
papers,  left  exprellions  of  afperiiy  (hould  efcape  from  gentle* 
men  in  the  warmth  of  difcuflion,  that  may  interfere  with  the 
iflue  of  an  objcA  fa  defirous  in  itfelf  as  the  redoration  of 
peace.  He  would,  (hould  the  qiiedion  not  otherwife  be  dif- 
pufed  of,  at  once  move  the  previous  queftion.  He  {lill  was 
aflured  that  the  Chancellor  of  ilie  E^^cheqner  could  procure 
a  peace;  and  he  was  indifferent  who  that  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  may  be,  provided  peace  was  procured,  which  was 
the  general  wifli  of  the  country. 

Mr.  //.  Broume  was  glad  to  hear  fuch  an  acknowledgment 
from  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  liicholls),  whom  he  knew  to  be 
llncerc.  He  thought  he  went  a  little  too  far  in  ailerting  that 
to  be  in  the  power  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which 
mud  depend  fu  much  upon  the  contingencies  of  events.  He 
agreed  with  him  in  thinking  this  motion  wotjld  put  a  ftop  to 
negociations  for  peace,  and  throw  it  at  a  much  greater  dif« 
tance  from  us;  and  he  wiftied  every  friend  to  peace,  like  his 
hon»  Friend,  would  follow  bis  fmccrity  and  coodu^  in  op* 

pofin£^ 
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poilng  fuch  amotion.  An  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hobhbufej 
faid,  that  Gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the.  Houfc  were  called 
upon  for  "  blind  confidence  ;'*  this  he-denied.  Miniftcrs  did 
not  call  on  Gentlemen  of  the  oppofition^  but  they  called  upon 
Minifters;  the  motion  was  their  own.  The  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  proved  the  impropriety  of  * 
producing  thofe  papers  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  carry  convic- 
tion to  almod  all  who  heard  him,  as  the  papers  were  not  in 
the  pofleflioR  of  Government,  but  confidentially  in  ftich  a 
manner  as  negociation  called  for  confidencei  the  violation  of 
which  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  towards  the  allies  of  the 
•country.  Mr.  Browne  then  commented  on  the  conduA  of 
France,  which  was  marked  with  perfidy  in  every  negociation. 
He  on  his  part  declared  he  had  no  objedion  to  their  Govern- 
ment, but  to  the  manner  in  which  they  carrie<J  it  on.  With 
fuch  a  Government  we  could  not  ufe  too  mi/ch  circumfpec- 
tion  in  all  our  movements,  but  chiefly  in  our  negociations  fof 
peace.  On  the  papers  every  conclufion  was  fo  obvious  that 
he  would  not  dwell  longer  on  the  motion,  but  give  it  his 
negative. 

Dr.  Lawreffce  cAferved,  he  was  as  little  inclined  as  any 
Member  of  that  Houfe  to  place  a  blind  confidence  in  his 
Maje{{y*s  Minifters,  but  he  did  think,  without  advertingio. 
the  fubjed  of  Egypt,  which  had  been  amply  difcufled  on  a 
former  evening,  that  the  papers  moved  for  relative  to  the  ne- 

£  elation  between  Auftria  and  France  ought  to  be  refufed, 
caufe  they  were  confidentially  communicated.  Upon  this 
point  he  was  perfedly  willing  to  take  the  aflertion  of  Mini- 
iters  upon  their  refponfibility.  The  French  papers,  however, 
ihemfelves,  upon  the  fubje£l,  admitted  that  Count  St.  Julieri 
bad  no  authority  to  fign  preliminaries  of  peace,  fmce  they  did 
not  charge  the  Emperor  with  any  breach  of  faith  in  refuCng 
to  ratify  thofe  preliminaries. 

Mr.  Lafcilhs  and  Sir  Nicholas  Vanfittari  having  each  faid 
a  few  words  in  oppofition  to  the  motion,  atid  Mr.  Sturges  to 
fupport  it,  / 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  he  could  depend  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman^s  (Mr.  Pirt'sJ  veracity,  that  it  would  not  be  propet*^  |, 
for  Government  to  produce  the  papers  ;  and  though  he  had 
come  down  to  the  Houfe  with  a  determination  to  vote  for  the 
motionj  he  (hould  never  be  afliamed  to  change  his  opinioil 
upon  good  grounds. 

Mr.  Shiridan  ToCe.  He  faid  he  was  aftoniflied  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (hould  charge  him  with  throwiiig  re- 
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flexions  upon  the  conduft  of  kbfent  officers,  when  only  a 
few  nights  fince  he  had  exprefsly  ftated  that  Houfe  to  be  the 
natural  guardian  of  their  chara£ler  and  their  honour.  He 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  cad  afperPions  upon  the  character  of 
any  officer  employed  in  the  fea  or  land  fervice.  Perhaps  if 
the  expeditions  upon  which  they  .  were  employed  were 
thoroughly  tnveftigated,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  thofe  expeditions 
niufl  be  charged  upon  thofe  who  planned  them,  to  whom  all 
the  difgrace  of  faiUKe  ought  to  be  imputed.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite,  he  faid,  had  been  pleafed  to  pay  him  a 
compliment  upon  the  fiipport  he  had  given  to  his  Majefly  s 
Miniders  upon  the  fubjeft  of  fcarciry,  if  a  compliment  it 
could  be  called  which  charged  him  with  inconfiftency.  He 
trufted,  hp^ever,  his  conduft  would  appear  thoroughly  con- 
fident. It  was  true,  he  had  given  a  momentary  fupport  to 
his  Majedy'sMiniders  upon  a  filbjedl  of  the  utmod  national 
•  importance,  but  how  did  this  affeft  the  general  confiftcncy  of 
his  conduct?  At  the  fame  tim^e  he  mud  obferve,  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  received  that  fupport  in  a  way  which  did 
him.no  great  credit.  It  feemed  as  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  receive  fupport  only  from  thofe  who  were  dependent 
upon  him,  refufing  it  from  every  one  who  dared  to  affiime  the 
lead  particle  of  independence.  Inconfiftency  could  not,  hn 
faid,  with  the  lead  colour  of  judice  be  imputed  to  him.  *  He 
had  exiftej  twenty  five  years  Sis  a  political  character,  twenty 
of  which  he  had  fat  in  Parliament,  during  the  whole  of  which 
lime  hcdefied  any  man  to  fay  he  had  not  been  perfedlly  con- 
fident. *  At  the  fame  time,  it  had  always  been  his  principle 
to  give  fupport  to  his  Majedy's  Miniders  whenever  that  fup- 
port afppeared  to  him  to  be  ncceflary  and  proper.  He  was 
furpiifcd,  he  faid,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (botild  confider 
him  as  pledged  to  fupport  him  upon  the  fubjeft  of  negocia- 
tion,  becaufe  on  the  fird  day  of  lad  feffion  he  had  ^blYaincd 
^'rom  oppofition,  and  joined  in  the  unaninious  vote  which 
the  importance  of  the  fu&jeft  then  under  confideralion  de- 
manded. He  confidercd  himfelf  as  under  no  fuch  pledge ; 
on  tiie  contrary,  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  on  Monday,  an 
humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  exprefsly  dating  the  war  to 
be  the  fple  caufe  of  the  prefent  fcarcity.  From  the  language 
iifedihis  evening  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  feemed  as 
if  he  wiftied  to  fay  to  the  country,  **  I  am  to  blame  for  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  your  expeditions,  and  the  failure  of  your  nego- 
ciations,  but  you  are  bound  to  grant  me  iinplicit  confidence 
aud  to  abdain  from  all  enquiry  Into  my  conducl.!'     Such  a 
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doctrine  was  prepofterous,  for  the  nfecefTary  confequence  was,, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  diftrcflfes  of  the  country  became  nr)ore 
urgent,  the  greater  degree  of  confidence  was  to  be  rep 0 fed  in 
the   Minillcrs  who  were  the  caufes  of  thofe  diftrelTes.     He 
.would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  whether  they  couldaccedc  to  fucli 
a  doctiine  as  this.     With  refpeci  to  the  fiibject  more  in:imer 
rliately  before  the  Houfe,  he  (aid,  the  right  hon.  Gentlepiat> 
had  aflerted  that  Courtt  St'  Julien  had  noauthority  to  conclude 
a  preliminary  treaty  of  peace.     In.anfwer  to  this,  he  would 
a(k  for  what  purpofe  he  went  to  Paris  ;  he  was  not  forcibly 
.dragged  thereby  the  throat— he  went  there  by  the  anth^orit^ 
of  iqrae  one — and  by  whofe  aiiihofity  would  he  go  i>ut  by 
that  of  the  Emperor  ?  Doubtlefshe  went  there  auihorifed  by 
that  Monarch  to  conclude  a  feparate  peace,  and  nothing  but 
the  bftbcs  of  tbis.conntry  prevented  the  preliminaries  con- 
cluded by  Count  St.  Julien  from  being  rauBed,  and  preferve/i 
the  ^ood  faith  of  the  Emperor;  and  whatever  might' be  faid 
of  the  *va^t  of  authority  in  Count  St,  Julien  to  concliidc  thofe 
preliminaries,  the  Emperor  had  never  yet  formally  denie^*' 
that  fuch  zfi,^u{\^qnt}f  was  aSually  ^iyen.     He  would  not,  he 

*  faid,  take  the,  aflertipns  of  Lord  Grenville  again  ft  thofe.  of 
M.  Otto.  He  wanted  to  know  \yheiher'Britaio  interfered 
JO  prevent  tlie  ratification  of  the  treaty  concluded  by  Courit 
St.  Julien.     Xt  did  not  follow  becaufe  the  Emperor  refufed 

.the  ratification,  that  therjc^fore,  he  had.  given  no  authority  \o 
conclude  the  preliminary  treaty.  Treaties  of  that  nature 
were  always  fubjecl  \o  the  poflibiiity  of  their  not  being  rati- 
ajidy  and  it  was  no  breach  of  faith  in  the  £tT>peror  to  refute 
the  ratification.  •  The  papers  on  the  table  proved  of  therxx« 
felves.that  th^  Emperor  had  inftMuted  a  negociation,  and  he 

^  was  convinced  th^t^bply  the  interference  and  the  bribes  of 
Great*  Britain' had  induced  him'  to  break  off  a  negociaiion 
commenced  by  his  pwn  aHthority.  Adverting  to  that  part  of 
his  motion  which  relateJ*  to  Egypt,  h*'  maintained  that  the 

•  letter  of  Lord  Grenville>,  dating  that  General   Kleber  confi- 
'  dcrcd  himfelf  as  pledged  by  the  treaty  he  had  entered  into  to 

evacuate  Egypt,  afTerfed  what  was  not  the  fa£(.  It  appeared 
by  the  letter  of  General  Kleber  to  Lord  Keith,  that  hecon- 
<  fidered  the  treaty  as  broken  by  the  want  of  good  faith  on  the 
part  of  Britaiovand  he  abfblutcly  refufed  to  enter  into  fiuther 
negotiation  without  new  fecufities  for  the  performance  of 
any  treaty  he  might  conclude  with  Britain.  If  then,  he  faid. 
Lord  Grenville  had  thus  mis4lated  the  correfpondcnce  of 
General  Kleber;  how  was  he  to  know  the  nrgociation  be- 
•  S  2  jiwccu 
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tween  Auftrta  and  France  was  not  equally  mrs-dated,  nnlef^ 
he  was  allowed  to  Infped  thofe  original  and  authentic  papers. 
Upon  which  alone  he  cotild  form  any  decifive  judgment  upon 
tne  fubjed.  From  the  oppofition,  he  faid,  his  motion  expe- 
rienced from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he  cooM  not  augur 
favourably  for  its  fuccefs ;  he  did  not  mean,  however,  to  di- 
vide the  Houfe  upon  the  fubjefl.  He  concluded  by  recurring 
to  the  fubjeds  he  had  defcanted  upon  in  the  commencement 
of  his  fpeech,  obferving,  that  he  would  not  for  a  moment  im* 
pcde  the  very  important  buflnefs  relative  to  the  modes  of  re- 
lief to  be  adopted  in  the  prcfent  feafon  of  fcarcity^  which  the 
Houfe  had  bt^en  fpecially  fmnmoned  to  confider»  and  would 
cheerfully  delay  any  motion  of  his  which  flood  in  the  way  of 
that  more  immediately  important  fubje£l. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  in  anfwer  to  the  hon.  Gentle-  ^ 

man  on  the  fubjefl  of  Egypt,  he  would  merely  ftate  a  finglc 

faft.     Had  the  hon.  Gentleman  only  proceeded  a  little  fur- 

.ther,  he  would  have  found  a  letter  from  the  Ald-de-Camp  of 

'General  Kleber  to  Lord  Keith,  exprefsly  flating  that  Ge^ 

"nerarspcrfed  willirignefs  to  execute  the  eoflvention'of  El 

Arifch,  and  in  purfnahce  of  that  convention  to  evacuate  Egypt 

as  foon  as  the  neceflar/  paffports  Could  be  procured. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  in  explanation,  faid,  the  poftfcrtpt  of  General 
Kleber^s  Aid-dc-Camp  was  not  of  the  Icaft  confequence. 
General  Klebef's  letter  exprefsly  required  new  fandions  and 
new  authorities  before  he  could  trelt  further  upon  the  fub- 
jeft ;  and  the  very  faft  of  afking  for  paffports  fulficientjy 
evinced  that  he  required  freth  fecurities  before  he  could  again 
venture  to  repofe  confidence  in  Britifli  fiiith. 

Mr.  ^tcxt\2jy  Duifdas,  in  ^xplaYiation,  ccintended  that  the 
demand  of  paffports  by  General  Kleber  was  a  iittBi  recogixin 
lion  of  the  treaty. 

Sir  'Nicholas  Vdnjittart  having  faid  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation, 

The  queftion  vvas  put  upon  the  firft  motion,  and  negatived 
without  adivifion. 
,The  remaining  motions  were  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Secretary*  Dundas  brought  down  a  rhclfagc  frotti  bis 
Majefty,  informitjg  the  Houfe  of  their. becoming  a  part  of 
the  United  Parliamenf  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  ' 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 

FRIDAY,  NOV.  2l. 

The  bill  for  repealing  the  duties  on  hops  was  brought  up 
from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  firfl:  and  fecond  time. 

The  biHs  on  the  table  were  read  through  their  ftages. — ^AcT- 
journed  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  NOV.  21. 

Mr.  Lygon  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  pfifoners  confined 
for  debt  in  the  county  jail  of  ^yorceftcT^  and  Lord  Bflgrave 
from  thofe  in  the  jail  of  Chefter,  praying  for  relief  by  en- 
largement.    Ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Sir  John  Mordannt  ^refented  his  bill  for  amending  the  22d 
of  Geo.  III.  in  regulating  the  relief  granted  to  the  poor^ 
which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecoiid 
time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Rofo  moved  the  orders  of  the  day  for  cojnmittces  on 
fhe  damaged  barley  bill ;  on  the  bill  for  promoting  the  im- 
portation, and  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn  ;  eadh 
pafled  the  committees^  and  the  reports  were  ordered  for 
Monday. 

Mr.  Ptrcival  moved  for  a  writ  ftyr  the  eledion  of  a  Mennber 
for  the  town  of  Leicefler,  in  the  room  of  JLord  RanclifFe,  de- 
ceafed.     Ordered. 

Mr.  ^0/2f  moved  for  a  committee  for  the  further  encourage- 
ment of  the  herring  fiflieries  of  Nova  Seotta  and  New 
Bninfwicky  which  was  ordered  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  NicMs  moved.  That  the  copies  of  accounts  fent  in 
.  by  Lord  Hawkeibury,  fhbuld  be  printed.     Ordered. 

The  bill  prohibiting  the  ufe  of  corn  in  diftillixig  fpirits  or 
making  fiarch,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled* 

TOOK    OP    BDINBURCH. 

Mr.  WmrDundcts  brought  up  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  Into  the  allegations  of  the  pe- 
tition from  the  Lord  Provoft,  Council,  &c,  of  Edinburgh, 
jpraying  for  regulations  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  inhabi- 
tants, through  means  of  afTeffments  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Edinburgh.     When  the  report  was  rpad, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  he  rofe  to  move  for  leafVe 
to  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  report,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
make  provifion  for  the  poorer  clafs  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
trere  indigent  houfekeeperSi  in  Edinburgh  and  its  fuburbs, 

agreeably 
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agreeably  xo  its  ancient  regulations  and  cudoms,  who  did 
not  receive  charhy.  The  number  of  the  indigent  of  this 
defcriptioti  aniounted  to  about  4C00,  and  it  was  propofcd  that 
the  hdiabitants  of  the  town  (hould  be  alFclTed  for  the  ntain- 
tcnancc  of  its  poor.  The  object,  then,  of  the  bill  would  be, 
to*  introduce  fuch  a  mode  of  alleirnient  as  would  meet  the 
indigence  of  fuch  pccfbns  who  did  not  receive  charitj,  but 
who  from  the  circumf^ances  of  the  times  were  excctdin^'ly 
dtflrcfled.  He  moved  then  for  }eave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  relief  of  the  poor  hi  Edinburgh  and  its  ft:burbs. 

Mf»  Tieniiy  did  not  rife  tooppofe  the  motion*  The:  (Vatc- 
ment,  he  believed,  would  be  found  but  too  true,  but  he  hope((, 
ibould  fuch  a  bill  pafs,  it  would  not  pafs  without  the  courcnt 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  whQ  were  to  be  aircrflcd^  H-c 
Ihould  itnagine,  he  fa  id,  their  alTcnt  (hould  be  notihed  ;  as  in 
cafe  London  was  to  make  a  fimilar  application >  i(s  aifent 
ivould  be  previouil y  made  known,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
«{eccnt  in  the  right  hon.  Secretary  to  allow  fome  little  time 
toafcertain  tbaiacqiriefcence  in  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh. 
The  fact,  however,  was  melancholy,  and  of  an  alarming 
nature,  that  4000  families  of  Edinburgh  were  fo  didicfTed 
as  to  be  obliged  to  apply  for  relief  to  tlieir  neighbours. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered. 

. SUPPLY. 

The  order  of  the  day  >yas  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  go  irAo 
a  committee  of  Supply,  and  the  Iloufc  rcfolved  itfclf  accor^- 
ingly-r-Mr.  Bragge  in  the  chair. 

The  clerk  read  the  feveral  accounts  of  edimates  given  in, 
when  the  following  fums  were  voted  for  their  refpectiye 
Services,  for  the  term  of  three  lunar  months. 

For  the  Navy  -  -  "^     £*  205,000 

FortheExtraordlnaries  -  -  aoo,oco 

For  the  Tranfport  Service  and  Prtfoncrs  , 

of  War  -  -        -        47S1O00 

For  the  Sick  Prifoners  of  War  -  -  35>ooo 
Mr.  Windham  faid,  that  difficult  as  it  was  to  get  the  efti- 
mates  of  the  whole  year,  when  the  (uppltes  were  called  for 
at  this  period  of  the  year>  yet  they  would  be  found  as  exactly 
made  up  as  poffible  in  the  accounts  upon  the  table.  The 
Houfe  muft  not,  he  faid,  judge  from  thofe  eftimates  of  the 
vvhole  year,  and  they  muft  not  take  the  proportion  of  four 
times  for  the  full  year's  edimate^  as  circumfiances  mud  ever 
vary  them. 
The  chairman  then  (ui  the  ^ueftionthatt  58i5a8  effective 

men,, 
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men,  hicluding  S;797  Invalids,  fhould  be  employed  for  three 
hinar  months,  to  the  24th  of  March,  1801. 

Mr.  yonts  contended,  that  previous  to  any  queflion  of  this 
kind,  the  ftateof  the  provifions  of  the  country  fhouldbedif- 
ctifled,  for  that  the  foldier'sloaf  was  matter  of  envy  to  the  la- 
bouring peafant.  He  commented  on  ihe  fums  of  76,0001, 
for  coais  and  candles,  and  6o,ccol.  for  barrack-mafters,  as 
tremendous  eftimates  which  were  impoffibletogointo.  He 
voted,  already,  he  faid,the  Navy,  which  was  now  failing  up 
and  down  the  Mediterranean  on  a  voyage  of  deflruciioni  but 
could  not  vote  the  army  with  fuch  eftimates  before  him.  He 
was  not  a  friend  to  afoldicr  in  barracks,  fepara ted  from  the 
fubject,  without  feeling,  and  trained  to  Siuties  that  led  to^dcf* 
potifin.  He  commented  oh  the  foreign  corps,  faid  we  ha<V  in 
mir  fcrvice  Con  deans,  Bavririans,  &c.  &c.  and  he  was  credit^ 
bly  informed  we  were  going  to  raife  a  regiment  of  Hottentots. 

The  foUowtrtg  fums  were  then  voted  for  their  refpeQivc 
fervices  for  three  lunar  months  :— 

For  58,52?}  effeflive  men,  including  invalids  ^•SS^fO?^ 

For  plantation  fervice         -  -  -  501,482 

For  militia  corp?,  miners,  &c.  -  -  374>3SO 

For  increafed  allowance  to  innkeepers  for  futinftence  1 20,000 
For  recruiting,  forage,  &c,  .   -       . .  ,-  .     .  .  127,500 

Mr.  Rohfon  aflced,  on  the  whole  of  forage,"  v?hether  fomc 
advantages  may  not  at  this^time  be  gained  by  a  redu6lion  in 
the  confumpi ion  ^of  oats,  and  by  ain  economy  jn  feeding  the 
cavalry  ?  * 

Mr.  JVlndham  thought  it  impraAlcaWe. 

Mr.  Rohfon  faid,  the  body  of  cavalry  was  greater  than 
ncceflary. 

Mr  NichoUs  received,  1ie  faid,  infcftmation  on  that  fubject 
from  a  yeoman  of  cavalry,  who  informed  him  that  a  horfc 
had  four  feeds  of  coru.a  day  ;  if  that  was  proporiionably  the 
rate  of  feeding  cavalry  horfcs,  he  thought  fomc  economy 
necelTaty.  • 

Mr.  Golding  faid,  he  belonged  to  a  corps  of  yeomanry,  an  J 
thai  fb  far  v^as  that  ftatement  from  being  correct,  that  no 
corn  was  given  at  all ;  and  then  cxpretTed  a  wilh  to  ktiow  to 
whaf  corps  that  gentleman  who  gave  the  information  be- 
longed. • 

Mr.  fVindham  juftified  thedatemerit. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  fzid^  that  gentlemen  fecmed 
to  conflder,  that  if  fuch  a  faving  could  be  msKle,  it  would  be 
material.     Admitting  fuch^  he  would  alk  if  a  reduction  in  the 

csivalrf 
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cavalry  covld  even  cootributey  whether  they  would  take  away 
from  the  defence  of  the  country  that  which  formed  it&  ilrength, 
'  and  that  in  which  it  had  the  main  advantage  over  an  enemy  ? 
Did  they  for  a  moment  ferioufly  believe  that  the  diflFercncein 
the  keep  of  two  or  three  thoufand  horjes  could  really  affect  the 
provifions  of  the  people  at  large,  and  whether*  even  if  itdid» 
they  would  alter  the  political  and  neceflary  arrangements  of 
the  country,  at  fo  critical  a  time,  for  a  precarious  and  ex* 
trcmely  doubtful  advantage  ?  As  if  we  were  incapable  or  ap-» 
plying  to  other  remedies,  to  which  we  have  already  applied, 
and  which  he  was  fure  yrould  produce  their  purpofes.  He 
-  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  be  ever  found  to  be  ferioufly  dif« 
pofed  when  called  upon  to  relieve  the  diArefles  of  the  people, 
^nd  not  milled  from  a  midaken  zeal,  to  delude  by  fallacious 
expectations,  by  ideas  that  would  ultimately  difappotntthem. 

Mr.  Jones  faid,  he  was  (liU  perfuaded  of  the  advantages  that 
might  be  drawn  from  fuch  economy,  and  hoped  that  fome 
motioit  would  be  brought  forward  on  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  (aid,  he  would  aflc  gentlemeit»  when  they 
talked  in  fuch  a  manner,  what  their  meaning  really  was. 
Did  they  mean  to  (hoot  thofe  horfes  that  were  employed  in 
the  defence  of  the  country^  and  to  keep  none  but  family 
horfes  ? 

Mr.  Mmiin  laid,  he  did  not  conceive  fuch  very  V^^^ 
benfeits  refulted  from  fo  large  a  body  of  cavalry.  They 
^lightened  old  women  and  boys,  and  as  Aich  they  might  be 
conOdered  of  as  a  matter  of  economy. 

The  refolutions  were  then  continued :   •  / 

for  volunteer  corps  of  Great  Britain      -*      -      i^'^^S*^^ 
For  expences  likely  to  be  incurred  by  Barrack- 

Maftera  -        *     •   ^        *•        -        -         171,260 

For  foreign  corps        •        •        -        -        -        150,000 
For  ordnance  for  land  (ervice        ....        4S7»cx30 

The  Chancellor  (f  the  Exchefuer  faid  he  had  juft  three  ar- 
ticles which  he  would  propofe,  viz. 

For  foreign  and  fecret  f^rvice      ^  -     »-        .        £.  35><^^>o 
Far  the  (ufiering  clergy  and  laity  of  France    -  60,000 

Mr.  y^nes  (aid  he  did  not  mean  to  obje£l,  but  alked  if  a 
great  number  of  thofe  fufferers  had  not  returned  home  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  not  any  means 
as  yet  of  knowing,  but  believed  there  had. 
•  The  Cififittlkr  -^J  the  Exihequtr  then  propofed  the  Turn  of 
SoooK  for  the  keeping  of  convi^  at  home. 

The 
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'l^fke  refoluiiofis  were  then  brought  upy.tnd  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday^next* 

WAYS   ANt)    MEANS.  , 

Mr.  R^fe  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
{nt<»  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means*  The  Houfe  refolved 
itfcif  accordingly. 

The  Chancillor  of  tbt  Exchequer  made  the  ufnal  motions  in 
the  committee*  movrng  that  the  duties  on  Malt,  Mum, 
Cyder,  and  Perry,  (hould  be  continued ;  and  that  the  fnm  of 
4s  in  fhc^ound,  on  all  penfions,  perfonal  eftates^  &c.  (hp.uld 
be  granted,  together  with  the  duties  on  Sugar,  Malt,  To- 
bacco and  Snuflf. 

Mr.  Jones  objeftcd  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Houfe  voted 
thofe  ways  and  means,  which  from  their  magnitude,  (hould^ 
he  thought,  be  voted  in  a  fuller  committee. 

7  he  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  iuted  that  they  were  the 
ffnal  and  annual  votes  ;  and  exprelTtd  his  furprife  that  gen- 
tkmtn  (hould  oppofe  them.  A  call  for  a  full  Houfe  could 
not  keep  its  members  attending  on  every  vote  ;  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ought  to  know  that  the  attendance  of  members 
did  not  depend  upon  thofe  perfons  on  whom  he  now  called, 
any  more  than  upon  the  hon.  Gentleman's  (Mr.  Jones)  own 
call  upon  them,  which  he  found  infufficicnt  for  that  purpofc, 
—  Minifters  had  it  not  in  their  pawcr  to  keep  any  member  in 
that  iloufe,  any  more  than  to  keep  him  from  it ;  they,  there— 
fore«  were  by  no  means  anfwerable  for  To  thin  an  attendance 
of  the  members  on  the  hon.  Gentleman *s  dirpoHtion  tt>  op- 
pofe the  votes  of  the  night. 

Mr.  Jones  replied,  and  Mr.  Rohfon  followed  up  his  obfisr- 
vations,  impreffing  the  propriety  and  even  ncccffity  at  this 
timt-  of  canvaflTmg  anddifcuffinj^very  vote  ot*  that  Houfe. 

The  rcfoliJilons'  were  then  voted,  which  Mr.  Bragge  re- 
potted to  the  Houfe  ;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  reQeive4 
on  Monday. — Adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF.LORDS. 

MONDAY,  NOV.  24. 

The  royal  aflent  was  given  by.  commidion  to  the  rice  ex^ 
portat ion  prohibition  bill  ;  and  to  the  bill  for  authorifmg  his 
Majedy  from  time  to  time  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
provffions. 

Mt.  Bragge  and  others  brought  up  from  the  Commons  the 
bill  for  prohibiti0g  diftillation,  or  making  ot  Itarch  from 
srain.    Read  a  firil  time.— Adjourned. 
•  T  HpUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    WOV.    24. 

Th??  Spetth^  and  fevcral  members  attended  the  royal  comw 
million  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

A  hew  writ  was  ordered  to  be  iflued  for  Peeblelhirc,  in  the 
place  of  W.  Montgomery,  Efq. 

Mr.  fi'n.  Duniia:  brought  gp  a  bill  for  the  better  relief  of 
the  poor  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  and  di(lri6)s  adjacent, 
vrhich  was  read  a  firft  time.  On  the  motion  for  its  being 
read  a  .ccund  time  on  Friday, 

Mr.  Tieniey  wifhed  further  time  might  be  allowed,  that 
thole  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  who  mighi  conceive  them- 
felves  likely  to  be  aggrieved  by  the  operation  of  the  bill, 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  any  meafures  againO  it 
ihev  might  judge  ncceffary. 

Mr.  ^Vtn.  Dundas  replied,  that  there  was  ample  time  for 
that  purptjfe. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Br::^e  brought  up  the  report  of  the  expiring  laws 
bill,  and  of  tne  damaged  barley  bill,  which  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  bills  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  poor  relief  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  for  the  next  day. 

TheHoufe  in  a  committee  came lo  a  refolution  to  allow 
the  importation  of  herrings  and  other  iifh  from  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunfwick,  Newfoundland,  and  Labradore,  duty  free. 
The  report  to  be  taken  into  confideration  the  next  day. 

An  account  of  the  foreign  corps  in  the  fervice  of  Gre^t 
Britain  was  prefented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  thefirft  report  of  the  committee  of ' 
fupply. 

Mr.  Hobhotiff  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of  adverting  to  an  inac- 
curacy which  he  had  difcovered  in  the  papers  relative  to  the 
fiihjed  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table.  He  faid,  he  did 
not  txican  to  impute  any  blame  to  thofe  whofe  buiinefs  it  was 
to  tmke  out  thofe  paper^,  knowing  that  fome  (hare  of  inac- 
curacy was  infeparable  from  complicated  and  voluminous 
accounts.  He  fliould  firft  however  wilh  to  be  informed  If 
any  volunteer  corps  actually  received  the  pay  of  is.  per  day, 
at  which  they  were  rated  in  the  accpunts*  A  corps  to  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  belong,  did  not,  nor  would  deceive  any 
remuneration  whatever  from  Government,    The  inaccuracy 

which 
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vvhich  he  more  particularly  wiilied  to  noltce,  tdaUKi  to  the 
fnbfidy  paid  to  the  Count  deBouiiionv  for  .the  troops  com- 
manded by  hicDi  in  the  ferviceorGreat  Britain.  .  In  oiie  part 
of  the  account,  credit  was,given  for  three  quarters  fubfidy  , 
up  to  the  25th  of  June ;  and  in  another  part  of  the  fame  ac- 
count, credit  was  given  for  one  quarter  up  to  the  fame  day, 
which  niiiA  be  a  miflake. 

The  Secretary  af  War  faid.  It  was  undoubtedly  a  mifrake. 
The  account  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  genrieman,  was  not  made 
up  immediately  under  his  own  inipedioti,  oiherwifc  the  mir* 
take  ihould  not  have  crept  in. 

Mr.  fVilberforce  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  relative  to 
^volunteer  corps,  faid,  the  expence  to  Guvernnfient  of  thofe 
corps  did  not  arife  from  pay  actually  received  by  themf  but 
fjom  the  expcnces  of  drummers  and  (ifers,  and  other  general 
expcnces  which  their  private  fubfcriptions  were  infufficient 
to  defray. 

Mr.  Hobhaufe  explained. 

The  lefolutions  were  then  feverally  read  and  agreed  to.    . 

HIGH    PKICE    OF   PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Rider  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  confider  of  the  prefent  high  price  oi  provifions. 

On  the  motion  for  its  being  taken  into  conGderatioo  on 
Wednefday  next,  a  converfation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Tierney,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Grey,  and  Mr^ 
Rider,  wheh  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the  motion  of  Mr^ 
Tierney,  which  flood  for  Wednefday,  fliould  be  deferred  till 
Thurfday,  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  which  flood  for 
that  day,  (hould  be  deferred  till  Monday  next,  and  the  m<> 
t!on  of  Mr.  Jones,  which  ftood  for  Friday,  until  Thurfday 
fe'n  night. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  report  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. . , 

FOREIGN    CORPS. 

Mr.  Jones  moved,  that  the  account  of  foreign  corps  in  the 
fervice  of  Qreat- Britain  (hould:  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
members. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  objeded  to  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
of  the  brevity  of  the  account,  which  rendered  it  eafy  for  any 
member  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  it,  aft^sr  a  moment's 
perufal. 

The  motion  was  Ihen  put  and  carried. 

•  CAVALRY. 

Mr/  R9hfm  moved  for  an  account  of  the  quantity  pf  oats, 
T  2  hay 
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bxy  and  ftrat^,  purckafed  For  the  ufe  of  Gavernment,  with 
the  prices  paid  f«r*tlie  fame,  ior  the  year  ending  Michael- 
mas, 1800. 

Mr.  Rider  thought,  before  tht  produftioa  of  any  paper 
was  granted,  fome  reafon  ought  to  be  given  why  it  was 
called  for.  * 

Mr.  'Kchjm  faid,  he  moved  for  the  paper  thaf  he  might 
make  a  motion  relative  to  the  cavalry,  whigh  he  iniendcd  ra 
make*  and  which  he  could  not  do  without  the  account  alluded 
to.  It  ha^  been  obferved,  he  faid,  on  a  former  evening,  that 
when  a  paper  was  moved  for,  the  onus  frobandi  was  upon 
ihofe  who  moved  for  its  produ^ion  \  but  he  contended  ii^ 
direS  oppofition  to  this,  that  thofe  who  oppofsd  the  produc- 
tion of  any  paper  were  bound  to  declare  the  reafons  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  produced.  He  concluded  with  giving  notice 
of  a  motion  for  Monday,  relative  to  the  cavalry. 

Mr-  ^^  obje£led  to  the  production  of  the  paper,  on  4he 
groundof  the  great  and  unnecefiary  ex  pence  incurred  in  mal^* 
ing  up  and  afterwards  priming  ufelefs  accounts.  The  ac- 
count be  faid  moved  for  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  would  not 
afford  him  the  information  he  wanted,  fince  it  would  only 
'  relate  to  that  part  of  the  cavalry  in  barracks,  whiHl  a  great 
l\umber  of  them  were  in  quarters. 

Mr.  Grey  fatdvhc  apprehended  that  though  a  part  of  the 
TCavalry  wcic  in  barracks,  yet  the  oats,  hay  and  ft  raw  ailuwcd 
ihem*  were  provided  by  contra£tors,  who  muft  make  a  ret^ini 
fomewhere  of  the  quantity  fo  provided*  and  therefore  ihe 
account  moved  for  by  his  hon.  Friend,  might  be  made  up. 
'•  Mr.  Rof§  in  explanation,  faid,  the  oats,  hay  and  ftraw  pro- 
Tided  to  that  part  of  the  cavalry  in  quarters  were  purchafcd 
^y  the  innkeepers,  and  no  return  was  made  to  Government 
of  the  quantity  or- the  price. 

Mr.  Kobfon  explaioed. 

The  motio<i  ws|s  then  put  and  carried. 

IMPORTATION    OK    CORK. 

The  Houf^  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  con  filler 
of  the  encouragement  to  be  given  to  jhc  importation  of  c<jrn, 
came  to  a  refolution  to  grant  a  bounty  on  t^  importation  of 
}ndiati  ct>rn  and  mai^e ;  a^nd  alfo  a  refolution  to  grant  a  bounty 
on  the  importation  of  rice.       ^ 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  chaiitnan  (Mr.  Bragge)  rfc- 
ported  progrefs,  and  aiked  leave  to/it  agsjn. 

YAf.fticholh  doubled  wliether  .granting  a  bounty  on  im- 
.portation  of  Indiap  corn  and  maize,  would  not  injure  our 

pdfleflioQa 
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pcfleffions  in  the  Weft  Indies*  by  taking  from  them  a  part  of 
that  American  produce  neceflary  for  their  (bfafiftence. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read,  agreed  t»,  and  an  inftruc* 
tion  ordered  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for  granting  a  b<)un- 
ty  on  the  importotion,  to  make  provifion  therein  accordingly o 

Adjourned. 

HOUbE  OF  LORDS. 

TUBSDAY,    NOV.   ^5.  , 

Th^  bills  on  the  table  being  read  through  their  fljige^,  th9 
Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  NOV.    25.    . 

The  population  bill  was  read  a  iecbnd  time»  and  ordered 
to^bc  committed  on  Friday. 

The  poor  relief  bill  pafled  the  committoc*  and  the  report 
wzs  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Tlie  expiring  laws  bilU  and  the  damag^  barley  bil|i 
pailedt  and  were  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

The  refolutions  on  the  further  .encouraging  the  Herriiig 
fi(bei;y  were  reported,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  on  them.. 

Mr.  Bragge  then  prefented  the  Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry  bill, 
and  the  bill  for  granting  certain  duties  oit  penfions,  offices, 
perfonal  eftates,  &c.  which  were  read  a  firft, ,  and  ordered  ^ 
be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird  faid,  that  he  had  intimated  his  intei»- 
tion  the  preceding  day  of  a  motion  of  inftruc^ion  lo  the  com- . 
mittce  on  the  high  price  of  grain,  but  in  deference  to  tiiofe 
whofe  judgment  he  much  refpeded,  he  acquainted  the  Houfe 
that  he  Oiould  decline  fuch  a  xRMion. 

Mr.  Invin  prefented  from  the  cuftomt  aft  account  of  the 
quantity  of  coals  imported  into  the  port  of  London,  togethfr 
with  the  duties  paid  on  them,  fmca  1790  to  the  preicot 
period.— Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

WEOMBSDAY,  NOV.  26. 

Mr.  Braggi  brought  up  from  the  Commons  the  bill  for 
permitting  the  importation  pf  provifions,  free  of  duty,'  and 
preventing  diftillation  from  fpirits  in  Scotland  ;  and  the  bill 
for  permitting  damaged  Barley  to  be  deeped  for  a  Qiorter  time 
than  ufual.    They  werb  all  reacl  a  firil  time««rnAdjoucoed. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.WSDNESDAY»    NOV.    26. 

Mr.  *JRo/s  moved  for  the  following  accounts,  yiz*  an  ac« 
capii^i  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms,  flamps,  incidents,  &c.  from 
1793  to  i8oo  ;  an  account  of  the  duties  on  Mali,  exv:lunve  of 
tbc  old  duties,  from  1797  to  1800,  and  on  Beer  for  the  fame 
period,  dininguiihing  each  year  ;  and  iilfo  an  account  of  the 
duties  on  bonded  Sugars  remarning  unpaid  to  the  loth  of 
Oaobc;r,  1800.  ' 

Mr.  Safe  brought  up  the  bill  for  permitting  .the  importer 
tion  of  Herrings  from  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  &c,duty 
fiee,  which  was  read  a  Brit,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  the  next  day.  ... 

•  T)ie  bill  for  pnrchafing  certain  houfes  in  P.rlace  Yard, 
for  the  accommodarbn  of  the  Houfes  of  Parliament,  was 
ordered  to  be  committed  for  the  next  day. 

1  he  bill  for  granting  certain  duties  ois  Mum,  Cyder, 
feny^  &c.  and^the  bill  tor  granting  duties  silfo  on  penfions, 
pcrlonal  eflates.  Sugar,  Tobacco,  and  ShufF,  for  i^pi,  werp 
jod  a^fecdnd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  eommlued  for  the 
pcxt  day. 

HIGH    PRICE    OP    PROVISIONS. 

♦  Mr.  Hfdrr  moved  the  order  of  theday  fortheH(Mifc  to  go  into 
scocnmiMee  of  4he  whole  Houfe  to  take  into  confidcration  the 
feport  from  the  committee  appointed  toconfider  of  the  prefenil 
k^h  price  of  provtfions.  He  .then  moved  th^t  the  report 
-fhovldbe  refjerreci  to  the  faid  cothmittee  — The  Houfe  thep 
iMBfft  itjto  a  coinniittcc,  to  which,  the  report  was  referred. 

-  Mf.  Hy^ft  faid,  that  after  the  report  which  at  prefent  was 
teul  (m\y  prfi  jorma^  but  which  was  extenfiVely  circulated— 
after  his  NIajefiy's  moft  gracious  fpeech>  the  addrefs  which 
followed,  and  the  anfwer  to  that  addrefs,  he  thought  it  w^s 
ntaecenbry  to  enter  .much. at  large  into  this  fubje<3.  .  The 
fitiittion  of  the  country  was  evident,  oh  the  face  of  that  re- 
port, the  means  of  rcdrefs,  by  foreign  fupplies  making  good 
tlie  deficiencies,  was  equally  evident ;  yet  confidcrable  as 
thcfe  aii?$  may  be,  ftotn  the  exertions  of  the  LegiOature,  he 
ihotf^hr  fi^rther  means  ihould  be  adopted.  He  would  feel 
himfilf  happy  if  he  coidd  recommend  fuch  further  means  \ 
but  he  relied  for  that  recommenditioo  on  fuch  authority  as 
woitM  give'tl'jweight,  and  would  produce  its  due  tfFe<^il.  He 
looked  up  ^o  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  recopfiipcfid 

\lircooomy  to  its  utmoft  extent.  Such  a  recommendation, 
•  ^  .  enforce4 
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enforced  by  the  example  of  fiich  high  'authorify/  could  not 

fail  of  producing  the  bed  effects.     This,  with  an  appeal  made 

to  the  feelings,  the  interefts,  and  duty   of  all  who  had  'the 

means  of  relieving  the  diftrcfTes  of  the  people,  to  carry  his 

Majefty's  intention   into  full  execution,   would  lighten  the 

generai  preiUire  and  remove  the  evil  itfclf.     In  order  to  p«e 

lull  force  to  fuch  a  iTieafnre  as  fpeedily  as  poffibie,  he  would 

propofe  that  an  addrefs  ihould  be  moved  to  his  Majefty,  be> 

feeching  him  toilTue  a  proclamation,  recommending,  in  dm* 

fideration  of  the  high  price  of  proviftons,  the  pradiceof  the 

greated  oeconomy  in  the  nfe  of  bread  and  corn  in  all  perfbns 

who  have  the  means  of  ufing  it,  and  that  his  Majefly  wouM 

give  orders  that   Aich 'a  proclamation  (honid  bectrcuUted 

through  the  kingdom  as  foon  as  poffibie,  for  the  better  K^rry. 

ing  iniocfFeS  his  Majefty's  mod  gracious  intentionSi     He 

then  moved  that  the  chairman  Ihould  be  dfreded  to  move  to 

this  effcd,  and^alfo  that  he  (houid  be  direded  to  move  for 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  maintenatice  of  the  poor. 

Thefe  motions  weie' carried  in  the  committee. 

The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  queftion  was  put  for  an 

.    addrefs  to  his  Majefty  ^o  the  fame  effeft. 

Mr.  UUberforce  Bird  Paid,  that  he  much  approved  of  whet 
Minifters  had  hitherto  done  for  the  relief  of  the  countryi  bot 
fincerely  wiihed  that  they  had  done  fdmething  more.  The 
eyes  of  the  people  looked  up  to  Parliament,  and  were  fixed  oo 
them  for  fomething  in  itfclf  folid  and  truly  beneficial;  What 
that  was  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  fay,' out  oftlrfeience 
to  the  wifdom  of  adminiftration  ;  but  this  he  would  fay,  that 
the  country  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  report  that  was 
going  down  to  them.  I'heir  practical  plain  g  od  fenfe  would 
tell  them,  when  the  harveft  was  abundant  and  the  price  of 
provffions  advanced,  fomtthing  was  wrong  in  the  fyftera. 
Under  fuch  a  fyftem  he  was  lure  the  people  would  not  be 
faiisfied;  and  he  hoped,  from  fnch  an  apprehtniioft,  the 
HonTe  ^onld  be  more  fubftantiai  in  the  relief  whjtfh  chcy 
propofed— the  times  certainly  called  on  theai-~.th(^y  .wese 
times  1n  which  much  ought  to  be  done. 

Thc(.hancefhro/the  /i>r6/^i/frf aid,  that  thehon.Gentleiaafiy 
in  confldering  the  diftrefles  of  the  country,  had  jufily  ftated 
that  fomething  (hould  be  done ;  but  he  ftated  no  oite  matter 
that  could  bring  relief  to  thofe  diflreffes,  and  thr^w  out  (enti* 
ments  that  could  only  increafe  the  d>ificulty.-*At  fuch  a  time 
as  the  prefent,  it  certainfy  was  the  duty  of  ev^ry  good  maa  to 
confcrft  for  the  diftre^  6f  others;  but  he  had  aKaa/para- 
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•flibunt  dutv,  which  would  lead  him  to  confult  for  their  in|c- 
xcfis.    A  man  would  then  take  care  how,  at  fuch  a  conjuac-> 
fure,  he  would  fuflFer  that  to  efcape  from  him  that  may  have 
a  tcadeiKy  to  roiife  thcT feelings  of  a  diftrefTcdy  deluded,  and  in 
many  inftances^  an  inflamed  populace.     He  did  not  mean  any 
degeee  of  difrcfped  towards  the  hou.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bird,) 
influenced,  perhaps,  in  the  prefent  cafe  by  the  diftreifcs  of  his 
conftituents,  and  engaged  by  local  interefts.     He  would  not 
fay,  that  at  no  time  ought  the  fenfe  of  a  member's  conftituents 
to  make  an  iropreflion  on  him,  but  at  no  time  (hould  thofc 
local  tnterells  influence  him  lefs  than  at  the  prefent,  as  it  is 
the  general  imprefljon  of  diflrefs  that  ought  to  be  felt  and 
fuccoured,  and  not  the  partial  calamity.     The  influence  of  a 
iDcm|>er  of  parliament  would  at  the  prefent  moment  be  beft 
exerted,  in  correcting  thofe  feelings  and  preventing  their  in- 
i'edion  from  the  fpirit  of  jacobinifm,  fo  fenfibly  alive  to  the 
prefent  iituation  of  the  country.     He  was  fenfible  there  was 
a  difpofition  to  iropofe  upon  the  people,  as  if  parliament  could 
remove  all  their  dilbeiles,  and  make  their  difficulties  difappear. 
He-  further  knew  there  was  a  difpofition  to  impofe,  by  excit- 
ing an  expedation  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bird) 
alluded— a  maximum,  or  fixing  one  (landard  price  of  provi- 
fions  ihtough  the  country.    Were  there  one  truth  more  car- 
tain  than  another,  it    would  be,  that  from  the  moment  a 
ftaodard  price  was  iixed^  did  any  one  place  feel  the  mifchievous 
cflTeAs  of  fuch  a  regulation,  it  would  be  thpt  manufadluring 
place    (Coventry)  which   the   hon.   Gentleman    reprefents. 
This  certainly  was  not  the  way  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of 
the  people.     He  admitted,  feelingly  admhted,  that  the  high 
price  ot  provifions  was  a  grievance  ;  bu^  how  was  that  griev- 
ance to  be  redrefled  ?  ^Iot,  he  thotighl*  by  an  artificial  cheap- 
nefs,  which  was   worfe  than   an  artificial  dearnefs.     The 
ifueftion  then  was  on  the  means  of  infuring  a  fupply,  that 
«^ly  could  remedy  the  grievance  and  remove  the  difficulty. 
For  this  faluiacy  purpofe,  the  meafiircs  recommended  by  the 
committee  (as.  contained  in  the  report,  which  is  the  fir^  on 
this  fiibjeft,)  were  direSed  to  the  bed  means  that  could  be 
'  u fed  for  reducing  the  price  of  provifions.     This  cc^uid  be 
eflpeded  only^  by  increafmg  the  fupply  and  dimini(hing  the 
demand*    The  former  could  only  be  increafed  by  encouraging 
the  importation  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  and  ^y  retraining  the 
unnectflary  confumption  of  it  at  home ;  by  recommending 
fbeufeof  fubftttutes,  and  encouraging  the  importation  of  rice, 
M$hkh  would  ferve  n  an  exccUeot  fubftitutc,  the  benefit  of 
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fuch  having  been  experienced  before.    The  committee  had 
alfo  ftatcd  the  means  of  deriving  a  fupjply  from  the  fiflierieSy 
tts  dated  in  the  , report.     This  was  a  cheap  Aipply^  and  a 
great  acquifition  of  wealth,  as  it  was  acquired  by  the  induftry 
and  labour  of  the  conniry*     Having  proceeded  fo  far,   the 
committee  recommended  as  a  fure  and  further  means  of  alle« 
viaiing  the  difficuhy,    the  practice  of  economy.     Has  any 
gentleman  obferved  the  favings  that  may  be  made  in  a  private 
family,  without  leflcningthe  nourifhment  and  impairing  the 
lirengih  of  that  family «  and.  then  entertained  a  doubt  of  the 
advantages  that  may  be  gained  to  the  nation  from  economy, 
and  confidered  that  economy  as  an  object  of  no  importance  t 
If  the  deficienccs  of  the  country  are  fairly  dated,  it  is  a  mat^^ 
ter  of  much  faiibfaction,  that  there  are  none  on  the  face  of 
that  flatement,  which  the  due  exertions  of  the  country  cannot 
fiipply.     When  the  people  are  thys  infured  in  their  cxpecta* 
tions,  can  gentlemen  believe  that  the  effect  will  be  little:  the 
eiFiCt  of  relloring  the  proportion  between  the  fupply  of  the 
country  and  its  demand.     He  would  aflc  whether  any  mode 
could  be  belter  contrived,  or  one  more  fure,  than  that  which 
tended  to  reduce  the  price,  in  order  to  effect  this  purpofe  } 
Thcfc  were  meafu res  which  really  tended  to  fupply. thofe 
diniculties,  and  were  in  themfelves  folid  and  important  mea- 
fnres.       Other  means  of  introducing    fubftitutes,   and  of 
diminilhing  i]>e  demands  on  the  prefent  (lock,  will  be  the 
refultof  farther  enquiry,  until  the  committee  (hall  bring  back 
a  due  equality  between  the  demands  and  the  fupplies  of  the 
people.     Thcfe  means  were  beft  calculated  to  produce  all 
poHTible  good,  not  only  with  refpect  to  the  poor,  but  alfo  with 
refpect  to  the  other  orders  of  the  community.     The  commit- 
tee have  touched  on  the  fubjcct  of  an  artificial  combinatiaa 
with  the  greaiell  delicacy,  and  deprecated  every  local  prejtidice 
4hat  could  arife  from  the  general  calamity,  as  there  was  no 
fact  (iatcd  on  which  competent  evidence  could  be  given.     IT 
(hen  we  fee  plain  and  practical  principles  that  will  enable  US 
to  retr.ove  the  difHcultics  and  difperfe  the  cloud  which  hangs  , 
over  us,   we  Ihould  for  the  prefent  defer  the  other  enquiry^ 
and  on  thofe  grounds,  as  clearly  ftated,  he  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  not  agree  with  the  fentiments  of  thehon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Nich'h  faid,  that  he  could  not  concur  with  Minrfters 
in  the  adiircfs>,  becaufc  he  confidered  it  as  a  mockery,  to  re- 
commend economy  to  the  people,  as  long  as  a  body  of  31,200 
cavalry  were  unnecelTarily  kept  up,  which  occalioned  fo  vaft 
a  confumptionv>f  corn. 
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The  Secretary  at  War  faid,  this  fubjcct  was  mentioned  be* 
fore,  and  anrwcred — he  had  but  to  add,  the  cavalry  were  not 
on  full  aUowance. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  corrected  the  ftatement  of 
the. cavalry,  which  was  30,00^;  part  of  which  formed  the 
volunteer  corps.  He  would  afk  the  hon.  Gentleman,  wh^ 
ther  he  would  call  an  economy  in  thcconfompiion  of  feven 
million  quarters  of  wheat  a  mockery,  becaufe  there  was  not 
a  reduction  made  in  the  cavalry*  kept  for  important  purpofes. 

Mr.  Rcbjon  queftioncd  the  fttftemcnts  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  lVilberf:rce  Hird  faid,  that,  in  order  to  remove  any 
doubts  that  might  arife  on  his  plan,  he  Would  on  fome  future 
day  bring  forward  certain  propofitioiis. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  he  would  be 
extremely  ha.py  to  difciifs  any  plan  that  may  have  a  bene- 
ficial tendency,  ' 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
oppofite,  that  the  meamre  propofcd  by  his  hon.  Friend,  (Mr. 
Wilberforce  Bird)  was  uimecefl'ary,  and  likely  rather  to  be 
injurious  than  beneficial.  He  miitl  at  the  fame  time,  he  faid, 
endeavour  to  lefcuc  his  hon.  Friend  from  the  imputation  at- 
tempted to  be  thrown  on  him,  in  confequence  of  the  meafurc 
he  propofed,  fince  his  hon.  Fricn^.»  he  was  fully  convinced, 
did  not  entertain  the  mofl  diftant  idea  of  increaGngv  even  by 
the  flighted  addition,  the  difcontents  of  the  people.  His 
hon.  Friend,  he  faid,  had  fallen  into  the  common  error  of 
aflerting  the  fcarcity  to  be  not  fo  great,  as  from  good  autho- 
rity it  was  now  found  to  be  ;  and  had  at  the. fame  time  con- 
tended, that  the  prefent  high  price  of  grain  muft  arife  from 
unfair  pradiccs,  fince  the  deficiency  was  ftatcd  at  one-fourth 
and  the  price  was  doubled.  This,  however,  was  no  criterion, 
he  contended,  by  means  of  which  unfair  practices  were  to  be 
proved  relative  to  the  increafed  price  of  grain,  fince  it  was 
well  known  the  price  was  always  increafed  in  a  double  pro- 
portion to  the  fcarcity  of  the  article.  He  did  not  wifh  to  be 
nnderflood  as  forming  any  very  fanguine  expectation  of  the 
relief  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  parliament  to  grant  to 
the  difireifis  of  the  people.  Something,  however,  might  be 
doae,  by  a  cool  and  temperate  invefligation  of  the  objeQs  re- 
rommcndwd  to  their  notice  in  the  King's  fpeech  ;  hut  he 
cordially  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite,  that 
the  public  ought  not  to  be  taught  toexpelSl  any  law  tending 
in  its  operaiion  to  fi)t  the  price  of  grain.     Hehopcd,  he  faid, 
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and  he  was  glad  to  obfervey  from  the  obfcrvattonsof  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman^  that  no  coercive  meafures  would  be  the 
refult  of  the  deliberation  of  the  committee  ;  but  that  a  com- 
plete freedom  of  trade  would  be  enfured.  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  if  ihe  people  were  afiured  their  reprefeti- 
tative»were  iifing  every  exertion  to  alleviate  their  diftrefs, 
there  was  no  doubt  they  would  bear  the  prclFure  with  patience 
and  refignation. 

The  thanullor  of 'the  Exihequer  faid  in  explanation,  he  by 
no  means  wifhcd  it  u»  be  u[)dei(l(M)d,  that  the  committee  might 
not  cvantually  propofe  A>me  regulation  relative  to  the  corn 
trade*  It  wo4ald  be  only,  however,  upon  a  thorough  convic- 
tion that  «nfair  means  had  been  ufcd  by  dealers  in  corn  to 
.  enhance  its  price,  and  that  thoCe  praflices  could  be  reprefled 
without  ii.juring  ihe  general  freedom  of  trade.  If  ihey  could 
not  be  re(tri-*cd  without  taking  away  from  the  freedom  of 
trade,  it  wiuiUI  then  be  better  to  fullain  a  partial  evil  in  their 
continuance,  than  run  the  rilk  of  a  greater,  arifing  from 
rcDricHve  rtrgulaxions. 

Mr.  Gr2y  In  explanation,  faid  he  haH  noobjefiion  to  fuch 
rcgulaiiuAis.  a]J<ided  to  by  the  right  hon.  Genileman,  which 
mighi  he  thought  neceffary  by  the  committee,  and  which  did 
not  trench  upon  the  frcceoni  of  trade.  He  only  wifhed  that 
no  expectation  might  be  raifed  in  the  public  mind,  of  meafures 
which  were  not  in  the  ccntemplation  of  parliament. 

Sir  JVm.  Pulteney  obferved,  that  whatever  might  be  faid  to 
ihe  contrary,  there  was  no  doubt  the  prefent  high  price  of 
grain  aro£e  from  an  a£lual  fcarcity.  It  unfortunately  hap« 
pcned  that  a  general  belief  had  arifrn,  of  the  laft  being  an 
abundam  harveft.  Thofc  whoetitertained  this  opinior\^  natu- 
rally aflccd  why  (hmild  the  price  of  grain  be  thus  enormotifly 
increafed  in  the  midil  of  plenty  and  abundance?  but  though 
in  fome  diltri<Ss  there  might  have  been  an  atnplc  crop*,  that 
was  very  far  from  being  the  cafe  in  others,  and  even  in  thofc 
where  the  priniuce  had  been  abundant,  the  rain  which  unfor- 
tunately happened  at  the  prccife  moment  when  tlie  harveft 
was  getting  in,  hadtoo  fenfibly  diipiniflied  theaOuat  produce. 
The  deficiency  of  the  lad  crop  had  been  found  to  be  one* 
fiiurih,  and  when  the  defickticies  of  former  fcafons  were 
rccoUeSed,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  ft^ck  on  hand  had 
been  confumcd,  it  was  ncit  to  be  concealed,  he  faid,  that  our 
iituaiion  was  alarming,  and  required  every  means  to  ^e  ufed 
which  might  in  any  manner  mitigate  thecvil,  and  render  our 
very  infufficicnt  (lock  of  food  adequate  Jto  the  fnbfiftencc  of 
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Ac.  people  for  the  year.  He  had  no  doubt,  however,  that  by 
means  of  economy,  the  fupply  might  be  rendered  adequate  to 
the  dejnand.  We  had,  he  faid,  refourccs  within  ourfelvcS, 
'whidi  we  need  onfy  ufe,  to  e^^tricate  oiirfclves  from  oiir 
difficulties. 

Mr.    W lib  r force  ^M^  the  committee  had   conceived  the 

mode  now  offered  to  the  Houfe  to  he  the  onjy  way  in  which 

economy  could  beeffc^liially  recommended,  and  by  which  the 

diftrefs  of  the   country  could  be  alleviated,  fo  far  as  it  was 

poffible  for  praflical  economy  to  ailcviatte  Jr.     He  was  forry 

to  obferve  there  were  pcrfonsin  the  country  ready  to  take 

advantage  of  that  diftrcfs,  and  to  lead  the  people  to  afts  of 

tumult  and  violence,  under  the  pretence  of  being  their  friends. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  hadobfcrvcd,  he  faid,  that 

no  endeavour  h^d  been  made  to  pervert  the  good  fenfe  of  the 

people.     If  all,  however,  which  had  attra6lctl  his  own  notice 

had  come  to  the  knowledge  pf  that  hon.  Gentleman,  he  would 

doubtlefs  have  altered  his  opinion      He  held  now  in  his  l^and 

a  paper,  which  he  had  received  from  •  remote  part  of  x)\%, 

country,  which  appeared  to  be  the  fpeech  of  an  hon.  Baronet 

onthefirft  day  of  the  feflion,  and  which  particularly  dwelt  on 

a  very  ingenious  calculation  relative  to  tickets  for  a  certain 

quantity  of  the  prpduce  of  the  land. 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  the  hon.  Member,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  what  he  w^s  now  comtneniing  upon  was  irrelevant 
\o  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  IViiberforce  c(»ntinucd,  he  faid  he  only  wifhed  »he  peo- 
ple ihould  be  aware  of  thofc  who  pretended  to  be  their  friends, 
but  who  were  their  worft  enemies. .  He  gave  the  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Grey) credit  for  the  fqpport  he  gave  to  Govern- 
inent  upon  the  prcfent  opcafion,  and  was  only  furprifcd  he 
ihould  f6rm  an  union  with  thofe  wh6  were  iniinical  to  the 
conflttution  and  to  the  intcrcfl$  of  the  country.  With  refpeft 
to  the  ifubjedl  mor^iin'mediately  before  the  Houfe,  he  faid 
the  committee  would  proceed  with  the  utmoil  diligence  and 
patient  attention  to  invelligate  further  the  important  fubjeft 
fubmitted  to  their  confideration.  He  hoped,  however,  nothing 
more  would  be  faid  on  the  fuhjcd  of  a  maximum,  than  which 
he  was  convinced  no  meafure  could  be  mojc  injurious  to  the- 
country.  This  opinion  he  gave,  he  faid*  affer  a  fhnrou|^l) 
and  patient  invcftigatjon  of  rhe  iirhjt^l.  foi  he  ccMifeded  he 
•was  prcvioufly  a  friend  to  the  propolition.  Let  it  be  fiippofed^ 
Jiowever,  for  a  moment,  that  a  maximum  had  taken  place, 
how  were  the  farmers  to  be  compelled  to  bring  their  corn  to 
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mailcet  t  He  would  imagine,  however,  that  they  were  com^ 
pelled  to  take  their  corn  to  market:— -what  then;  to  whotti 
were  they  to  feU  it  r  They  raight  meet  there  perhaps  with 
two  agents  ;  the  one  from  a  town  at  fome  iiftance,  contain^- 
ing  50,000  pcrfons  nearly  a  ftatc  of  want,  and  the  other  from 
a  town  much  nearer,  containing  only  10,000  perfons,  and 
thofe  much  better  provided.  Strict  jurtice  demarnls  the  corn 
ihould  be  fold  to  the  former,  but  the  farmer  decides  for  the 
latter  becauf.  it  is  nearer,  and  will  occafion  lefs  trouble  in  the 
conveyance :  and  who  was  to  prev'ent  him  from  doing  this  ? 
Thus  then  a  maximum  could  not  give  plenty,  or  even  add  to 
the  fupply  of  thofe  who  were  in  want.  Not  only  this,  but 
fuch  a  law  would  occaflon  tnnumer  <ble  frauds  ;  it  would  be 
impoflible  lo  prevent  a  continual  evafion  of  it,  by  means  of 
agrqtrments  between  individuals.  In  (hort  it  would  be 
eilablidiing  by  law  a  fyficm  of  traud  and  evaflon,  whilft  in  its 
ultimate  operation  it  would  inevitably  produce  famine.  He 
concluded  with  exprefling  his  conviction  that  the  committee 
would  fuggeft  every  remedy  that  could  pofEbly  tend  to  mitigate 
the  evil. 

Mr.  Grey  rofe  with  much  warmth  in  explanation,  and, 
after  apologifing  fo'r  rendering  the  debate  perfonal  towards 
himfelf,  called  upon  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  to 
give  the  names  of  thofe  perfons  inimical  to  the  condirution 
and  the  in^ercfts  of  the  country  with  whom  he  had  accufed 
him  (Mr.  Grey)  of  forming  an  union. 

Mr.  fyHberJorce^  in  explanation,  faid'  he  did  not  mean  to 
would  the  feelings  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Grey) — he 
merely  meant,  in  adverting  to  the  paper  he  was  commenting 
upon  when  interrupted  by  the  Speaker,  to  fliew  the  efforts 
•  rnade  by  fome  perfons  to  didurb  ihe  peace  of  the  country,  and 
to  exprefs  his  forrow  thit  the  hon.  Gentleman  ffaould  at  any 
time  unite  with  fuch  perfons;  but  he  certainly  did  not  mean 
to  accufe  the  hon.  Gentleman  of  entertaining  fentiments  of 
that  defcription,  knowing  the  (lake  he  poOeired  in  the  coun-r 
try,  and  the  interefl  he  had  In  its  profpcriry. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  condudl  of  the  hon.  Gentfeman  (Mr, 
"Wilberforce)  was  moil  unparliamcniary.  Having  charged 
his  hon.  Friend  with  uniting  .with  pcrfons  inimical  10  the 
ponilitution  and  the  interefts  of  the  country,  and  being  called 
ppon'  to  name  thofe  perfons,  he  had  evaded  the  requeft,  and 
thereby  rendered  the  calumny  fouler  and  more  dark.  The 
)ion.  Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  hold  up  the  hon.  Baronet, 
Jp  whofe  fpeech  he  had  alluded,  as  an  enemy  to  the  confti- 
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lution.and  to  the  interefts  of  the  country ;  but  he  had  t\q 
hcfitation  in  faying,  that  that  hon.  Baronet  was  a  worthy 
member-of  the  Houfe,  and  pofleired  as  great  a  flake  in  the 
country  as  his  hon.  Friend.   .  What  had  become  of  the  reli- 
gion, the  charity,  the  candour,  and  the  morality  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ?   {A  cry  ^f  order  I)  It  furely  was  uncharitable  to 
bring  fo  ferious  an  accufation  againd  a  member  in  his  ab- 
fence. .  He  would  now  fay  a  few  words  to  the  immediaie 
fubje£l  before  the  Houfe.     He  perfe^ily  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  oppoflte  in  the  principles  he  had  laid  down, 
fo  far  as  general  principles  could  be  applied  to  the  fubjed. 
It  was,  however,  a  very  miflaken  notion,  that  general  prin- 
ciples  could  be  applied  in  this  inftance  like  mathematical 
axioms.      They  could   in  fa£l  only  difciifs  a  queftion  of 
modification,  and  how  far  that  ought  to  be  applied  to  a  certain 
general  principle.      In  illudration  of  this,  he  faid  it  was 
doubtlefs  a  general  principle  that  mafters  aYid  their  workmen 
fhould  fettle  between  themftlves  the  quantum  of  wages  to  be 
.  given  to  the  latter.     It  had,  however,  been  found  expedient 
to  modify  this  by  the  intervention  of  a  third  perfon,  the  fef- 
fions,  which  might  be  denominated  a  third  perfon,  haying  the 
power  conferred  on  them  of  fettling  difputes  between  mafters 
and  workmen  upon  this  point.     He  faid,  he  agreed  with.the 
.  hon.  Baronet  (Mr   William  Pnlteney)  that  the  people  had 
formed  a  very  miilaken  opinion  of  the  produce  of  the  tail 
harved.     At  the  place  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  in  St^f- 
fordflure,  the  people  rejoiced  in  the  plenty  of  the  harveft,  and 
flattered  themfcives  with  a  confiderable  redu6lion  in  the  price 
of  grain.  They  found,  however,  the  price  rather  increafed  than 
dipninifhed^  and  what  was  more  natural,  than  to  impute  this 
to  unfair  practices  in  the  dealers  in  corn  r  He  was  fully  aware, 
he  faid,  that  a  cry  had  been  rai fed,  and  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple inflamed,  but  unCbrtunately  this  was  not  done  by  jacobins,' 
but  by  jtjdges.     He  meant  no  difrefpedl  to  that  learned  body, 
but  it  wa5  the  duty  ot  that  Houfe  to  watch  over  the  conduct 
of  the  judges,  and  take  care  that  no  part  of  it  militated  agai^ft 
the  public  intereil.     So  far,  however,  from  being  content 
with  the  laws  as  they  ftood,  they  had  choftn  to  travel  out  of 
the  record  to  raife  a  cry  againft  foreftdllers  and  regraters  who 
were  not  brought  to  trial  before  ihcm,  to. lament  the  inability 
of  the  law  to  puni(h  them,  and  to  hold  them  up  as  inonilvrs 
and  pefts*  to  fociety.     Was  it  to  be  ftippofed  that  the  people, 
goaded  by  the  pretiure  of  want,  and  afcribiitg  their  diftrefs  to 
ihofe  perfons  marked  out  by  the  jtidges  \  was  it  to  t>P  f^P* 
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pofed  they  would  hefltate  in  attacking  by  force  thefemonfters 
and  thefe  pefts  to  fociety.  In  afcribing  to  the  judges  this  im- 
propeccondudy  he  vrithed  to  exempt  from  the  general  cenfure 
Lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Baron  Thomfon,  who  had  very  prudently 
abftained  from  fpeeches  of  this  kind.  Adverting  again  to 
the  fubjeA  before  the  Houfe»  he  thought  fome  permanent 
remedy  ought  to  be  applied  lo  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a 
iimilar  calamity.  A  plan  occurred  to  his  mind  which  might 
be  thought  to  tend*  to  that  prevention  ;  this  was  to  obtain  a 
return  every  year  of  the  number  of  acres  cultivated  with  the 
diiFerent  kinds  of  grain,  fuch  as  wheat,  barley,  and  oats.  The 
whole  number  of  acres  in  the  kingdom  cultivated  with  each 
defcription  of  grain  being  thus  obtained,  and  laid  every  year 
upon  the  table  of  the  Moufe  of  Commons,  would  form  a  kind 
of  agricultural  map  of  the  whole  country,  which  would  flicw 
at  one  glance  the  quantity  of  grain  that  was.to  be  expededas 
the  produce  of  thofe  acres ;  and  whether  it  would  be  fuflicient 
for  the  confumption  of  the  country.  In  the  event  of  its  not 
being  fufficient,  a  permanent  plan  of  importation  might  be 
eftabii(hed  in  the  hands  of  private  merchants,  and  independent 
of  Government.  This,  which  might  be  carried  into  execu«> 
tion  with  the  uimoft  facility,  would,  he  contended,  be  much 
better  than  nibbling  at  fnblHtutes,  or  producing  a  forced  im* 
portation  at  an  enormiuis  expence ;  for  we  now  proclaimed 
our  ditirefs  to  the  world,  and  gave  them  the  hint  to  raife  the 
price  of  the  commodity  we  wanted.  If  the  importation  was 
left  to  private  merchants,  their  own  intercd  would  (Simulate 
them  to  aiSiou,  whild  the  privacy  of  their  tranfadions  would 
prevent  the  price  frcm  being  rai fed  beyond  the  fair  commer- 
cial level.  A  quantify  thus  obtained  might  be  ftored  in  the 
King'fi  warehoufcs,  under  lf)c)c  and  key,  until  grafin  had  rifen 
to  a  certain  price. — wheat,  for  inltance,  84s.  per  quarter. 
7  bis  (lore  might  then  be  brought  to  market,  and  would  im- 
me<liately  tend  to  prevent  a  fuither  increafc  of  price.  He 
concluded  with  prefling  this  plan  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  contending  that  ail  the  ports  (hoold  be  opened  for  the 
importation  of  grain,  and  that  it  fliould  be  left  wholly  in  pri* 
vatc  hands,  fmce  the  Government  could  not  a  A  without  pub- 
licly declaring  the  diftrefs  of  the  country,  ami  thereby  cauflng 
the  price  in  foreign  markets  to  be  immc-diaif.iy  enhanced  ;  as 
a  proof  of  which,  hefaid,  the  Dnke  of  P(»rtland's  letter  would 
cofl  the  country  a  million  and  a  half. 

Mr.  H'ilberfone^  in  explanation,  denied  hi?  having  faid,  or 
me;int  to  fay,  that  the  circulation  of  the  fpcech  in  queftion, 
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|n  the  part  of  the  country  he  alluded  to,  was  caufed  by  tho 
ifjduftry  of  the  hon.  Member  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  ut- 
tered it.  But  he  fpoke  with  warmth  on  this  Tubed,  becaufe 
he  thought  this  paper  likely  to  irritate  the  people  and  produce 
moft  mifchievous  evils.  1  he  reafon  why  he  did  not  anfwer 
the  fpeech  wlien  fpoken  in  that  Houfe  was,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  would  produce  any  mifchief :  but  when  a  fingle  foil* 
tary  ftatement  of  a  fpeech,  and  not  the  whole  debate  went 
down  to  a  particular  part  of  the  country,  it  was  likely  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  mifchief,  ^fpecially  when  that  (latement  was  not 
an  attack  againft  any  one  party  or  principle,  nor  any  fet  of 
men  whatever,  but  againft  all  the  conftituted  authorit^s  and 
orders  of  the  ftatc.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read  the  paper  to  which 
he  alluded,  which  was  a  defcription  of  the  fpeech  delivered  on 
the  firft  night  of  the  feflion  by  Sir  F.  B.  Jones.J  He  then 
aiflced,  if  he  was  to  be  attacked  by  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe 
when  he  protefted  againft  a  thing  of  this  kind  ?  He  declared 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  convey  any  infinuation  whatever 
againft  any  member  of  that  Houfe;  nor  could  he  name  the 
perfon  whom  he  wasdefired  to  name,  becaufe  he  did  not  know 
who  it  was  that  caufed  the  paper  to  be  circulated  ;  he  believed 
it  was  fome  man  who  watched  the  proceedings  of  that 
Hotife. 

Sir  F.  Burditf  Jones  faid,  that  if  thy  hon.  Gentleman  who 
lat  down  would  think  more,  he  might  fpeak  lefs  than  he  did 
in  that  Houfe.  For  his  own  part  he  was  no  political  pleader, 
but  cameihcre  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of  the  deareft  interefts  of 
his  country.  He  would  repeat  what  he  had  faid,  that  it  was 
his  firm  convidion  that  the  radical  caufe  of  the  prefent  evils 
Tcftcd  with  the  corruption  of  the  Government ;  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  remedies  now  propofcd  only  tended  to  delude 
the  people.  How  came  it  to  pafs  that  a  people,  the  moft  in- 
genious and  enlightened  of  any  in  the  world — a  people  whofe 
prodn£i I  ve  powers,  and  whofe  produce  were  fo  great  as  to  ex- 
ceed any  thing  known  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  abd  who 
had  ihe  wealt!;  of  the  Indies  at  their  command— how  came  it 
that  fnch  a  people  were  reduced  to  extreme  want  ?  It  was 
becaufe  fl  corrupt  and  profligate  Government  had  no  limits  to 
its  extravagance.  The  conltitution  was  alfo  materially  alter- 
ed, of  whiph  there  could  not  be  a  clearer  proof  than  that  of 
pcrfons  having  been  for  four  years  paft  kept  in  confinement 
without  being  brought  to  trial.-  Was  this  the  part  of  thecon- 
flitution  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  praifed  fo  highly  I  His 
xeafoD  for  mentioning  this  fubjc£l  again  was  to  refcue  his 
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charafler   from   any   infinuations  which  might  have  been 
thrown  out  againll  it. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  when  mention  was  rtade  of 
the  publication  of  a  fpeech,  he  did  not  think  any  pergonal  ap<- 
plication  was  intended  to  be  made  to  any  member  of  that 
Houfe,  othcrwife  he  fliould  hav©^  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the 
hon   Gentleman  to  order. 

Sir  F.  /y.  Jones  faid,  he  was  certain  of  always  meeting  that 
protedion  from  the  chair,  which  had  been  uniformly  (hewn 
to  every  member  of  that  Houfe  without  diflinvSiion. 

Mr.  IVilberforce  faid,  that  his  objeft  was  to  defend  himfelf 
from  any  imputation  that  might  be  made  againfl  him  in  that 
part  of  the  country  where  the  paper  had  circulated,  of  being  a 
perfon  who  fupporied  a  corrupt  government. 

Mr.  Ryder  (aid,  he  rofe  to  vindicate  the  committee  againft 
the  declaration  of  an  hon.  Baronet,  that  the  remedies  they 
propofcd  would  produce  no  effe£l.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
acknowledged  the  great  wealth  and  profpcrity  of  this  country  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  declared  himfelf  adverfe  to  the  Govern^ 
ment  that  had  placed  it  in  its  prefent  flourtfhing  (ituation. 
The  only  charge  that  ^ould  be  brought  againft  the  Govern- 
ment  in  regard  to  fcarcity,  was  in  faS  that  of  its  not  being 
able  to  command  the  fun  and  the  winds.  It  was,  however, 
a  great  fource  of  fatisfaftion  to  know,  that  this  very  Govern- 
iTient,  although  it  had  not  been  able  tocontroul  the  feafons* 
was  applying  itfelf  to  the  bed  means  of  alleviating  the  evils 
which  the  country  laboured  under:  and  what  was  dill  more 
material,  was  abopt  to  provide  jigainft  the  recurrence. of  the 
fame  difficuhies  again. 

Mr.  7/Vr«<7  faid,  that  with  regard  to  this  fubjcft  he  was 
not  fufficiently  competent  to  give  a  decifive  opinion;  but  h^ 
knew  of  no  mcafure  that  could  have  a  better  cffedl  in  meeting 
the  prefent  difficulties  than  the  praflice  of  economy  in  private 
families.  What  he  ijow  chiefly  rofe  for  was,  to  declare  him- 
felf unfatisfied  wiih  the  explanation  of  tfic  hon.  Gentleman 
oppofite  him,  to  a  part  of  wh'ofe  attack  againft  his  hon.  Friend 
he  required  a  direft  anfwcr.  With  expreflions  of  civility 
towards  his  hon.  Friend,  he  declared  his  aftoniftment  thai  he 
could  have  formed  an  union  with  certain  perfons  wrho  were 
tinfriendly  to  the  conftiiution,  &c.  Ilcr  woiild  call  on  that 
hon.  Gentleman,  as  a  moral  and  religious  man,  to  fpeak  out 
and  fav  what  it  was  he  meant.  He  did  not  know  hxn  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  might  allude  to  him,  (Mr.  Tierney)  and  if 
he  did,  it  was  not  the  firft  time  he  had  bef^n  fubjed  to  fipiilar 
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imputations.  Th^re  was  the  clofeft  union  ot  trrendlhip  bc^ 
twccn  him  and  the  h<Jn.  Genilemah  (Mr.  Grey)  which  he 
tigftec)  would  la(l  during  their  lives,  and  if  hif;  honourable 
Friend  was  charged  with  uniting  with  perfons  whofe  princi- 
ples were  dangerous  10  the  ftaic,  he  himfelf  miglit  be  conff- 
dercd  as  one  of  thofe.  Did  the  hon.  Genilcman  then  allude 
to  him  ?  In  the  name  (»fMhat  jufticc  which  was  due  to  the 
Houfe,  be  called  on  him  for  an  anfwer. 

The  ( hancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  know 
what  right  the  hon.  Gcndeman  had  to  require  a  perfonal  ex- 
planation. If  he  objefled  to  the  words  ufed  by  his  hon. 
Friend,  he  (hould  have  taken  them  down  at  the  time  they 
were  uttered,  and  while  they  were  frefh  in  the  recolle;5lioii 
of  every  Gentleman  prefent ;  and  then  have  taken  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  on  thofe  words.  But  after  the  time  that  bad 
elapfed  fince  they  were  fpoken,  and  after  they  had  been  fo 
fully  explained,  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  right  to  take 
notice  of  them* 

Mr.  T7^r«£'j^  then  faid,  he  believed  himfelf  to  be  in  order  if 
he  (faould  call  on  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  repeat  the  words  he 
bad  ufed,  in  order  that  they  might  be  taken  down. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  the  words  could  not  be  taken  down 
after  the  Member  who  had  fpoken  #hcm,  had  rcfumed  his 
feat.  Any  Gentleman  had  a  right  to  afk  a  Member  for  an  ex- 
planation of  his  words;  but  the  proper  time  for  interpofition 
was  when  they  were  uttered.  When  the  hon.  Member  haJ 
fini(hed  his  fpcech,  he  might  have  been  called  upon  to  repeat 
his  words,  but  the  opportunity  was  then  loft,  and  he  could 
not  be  required  to  repeat  ihem,  or  to  give  an  explanation 
unlefs  he  chofc  to  do  fo  himfelf. 

Mr.  Tierney  fard,  as  the  explanation  depended  only  on  the 
favour  of  the  hon.  Gentleman^  he  wifhed  him  to  underftand 
that  he  had  no  favour  to  afk  of  him. 

Mr.  If'httbread.  1  totally  differ  with  the  right  hon.  Gei/- 
tleman  oppofiie  me,  and  do  not  conceive  ihat  the  bon.  Gen- 
tleman has  offered  any  explanation  ;  but  if  he  be  not  bound 
to  do  fo  as  a  member  of  parliament,  I  call  upon  him  to  do  it 
as  a  member  of  fociety.  He  fays  there  isa  ftrange,  uimato- 
ral,  and  uncouth  alliance  with  perfons  leagued  againd  the  go- 
vernment.    I  wi/h  to  alk  him  who  they  are  ? 

Mr.  IVilberforce  then  rofe  to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented  by 
a  cry  of  No !  No ! 

The  Speaker  immediately  obferved,  that  he  (hould  miftatke 
the  wilhes  of  the  Houfe  if  he  did  not  recommend  it  to  the 
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!ion.  Gentleman  to  abftain  froni  any  further  dircudion  onihis 
fubje£t.  Perfonal  allufions  tended  only  to  do  mifchief,  and 
were  derogatory  to  the  hnnotir  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  //  A/Z^r-^/z^/ contended,  that  if  any  fuch  perfons  as  ihofc 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Gentlennan  did  exift  in  the  country^ 
they  ought  to  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment ;  and  that 
the  prcfcnl  debate  ought  not  (o  go  forth  to  the  public  unlefs  a 
proper  explanation  was  givtn. 

Sir  F,  B,  yones  faid,  he  would  call  on  the  hon.  Gentleman 
for  an  explanation.  Having  been  fo  pcrfonally  alluded  to, 
he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  do  fo. 

The  Speaker  faid,  he  underfiood  the  hon.  Genileman  to 
have  declared  that  he  meant  no  perfonal  allufion  to  any  mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe  ;  and  if  that  wai>  the  cafe,  he  begged  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  again  to  fay  fo. 

Mr.  IFilberforce  faid  he  would  leave  it  to  the  candt  ur  of  the 
Houfe  to  judge  of  his  condufl.  What  he  meant  was  this — 
thai  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  the  paper  in  quelHon  was 
circulated  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  feeing  fucli  meafures 
fupportcd,  and  hearing  fnch  language  held  out,,  as  gave  him 
jull  reafon  to  fuppofethat  there  were  many  difaffcdled  perfons 
there;  and  he  thoijghr  it  unnatural  that  there  iliould  be  any 
union  with  fuch  perfons. 

Mr.  Grty  faid  he  had  appealed  to  the  jufllce  of  the  Houfe, 
and  to  the  candour  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  twice'al- 
fempicd  to  make  an  explanation,  and  twice  produced  a  printed 
paper  as  a  [^roof  that  he  (Mr.  GreyJ  was  co!me«flcd  with  dif- 
aflfedcd  perfons.  As  "for  himfelf  iiKlividually,  he  felt  no  fort 
of  uncafmefs  concerning  the  charge  that  was  made  againft 
him  ;  which,  to  every  pcrfbn  who  knew  him,  UiUll  appear, 
unfounded.  But  he  felt  for  the  charafler  of  that  Houfe, 
whofe  duty  it  was  not  to  futFer  a  pcrfon,  agaiuft  whom  fuch 
-a  charge  was  made,  to  iii  amongit  them,  wiihout  afcertain- 
ing  its  truOi  or  faifehoc^d. 

Mr.  JVilberforce  again  rofc  to  explain  :  he  faid,  he  might 
not  icQoUcct  the  particular  words  he  had  ufed,  but  they  were 
to  this  tfFc^t  : — ••  that  there  was  a  grange,  tmnatural^  and 
unCi»uth  agreement  between  perfons  whocoold  have  no  com- 
mon  cuds  or  obj^^ls   to   view  ;  and  ilut  he  knew ." 

Heie  the  hon.  Member  was  Interrupted  by 

Mr.  Tleniey^  who  delired  ihofe  words  might  be  taken 
down,  which  was  accordingly  done  \  and  a  coniiderable  deal 
of  defultory  converfation  enfued,  in  the  courfe  of  which 

Mr*  Abhjt  rofe  to  fpeak  to  order:  he  faid  .he  perceived 

X  2    .  there 
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there  were  ftrangcrs  prefcnt,  and  would  therefor^  move  th^t 
they  be  made  to  withdraw. 

The  gallery  was  accordingly  cleared  ;  when  the  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefiy  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned* 

H04JSE    OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    NOV.    27. 

Mr.  Ryder  brought  up  froni  the  Commons  the  report  of 
their  committee,  to  whom  the  confldcration  of  fo  much  of 
his  Majcfty*s  fpeech.as  related  to  ihe  dearth  of  provifions  was 
referred,  with  an  addrefs  to  his  Maj(  fty,  founded  on  the  re- 
port, to  which  addrefs  they  begged  the  concurrence  of  their 
LordOiips,  in  order  to  make  it  a  joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes, 

Tne  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Earl  Camden  faid,  that  although  he  was  not  quite  certain, 
yet  it  appeared  to  hiin  highly  probable,  that  he  (houldbeable 
to  bring  up  the  rtrport  of  the  Lords  committee,  on  the  fubjeA 
of  the  dearth  of  provifions  the  neKtday  ;  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  Lords  be  fummoned. 

The  expiring  laws  bill  and  the  barley  malting  bill  were 
fead  a  fccpnd  lime. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    NOV.    2^. 
CORK. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  corn  iniportatiofi 
bill      Upon  the  quell  ion  to  agree  with  the  report, 

Mr.  Brcgden  objcftcd  to  it,  on  the  ground  of  its  not  being 
the  pro{)er  way  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  country  ; 
a  bounty  on  the  growth  of  cor^i  within  ourfclves  being  a  mesu 
fure,  he  contended,  more  likely  to  be  beneficial.  He  thought, 
likewife,  that  foreigners  had  not  fuSicient  encouragement  to 
imp  rt  corn  into  the  country. 

Mr.  Ry  er  faid,  the  prefent  meafurc  was  not  intended  as  a 

{permanent  means  of  providing  for  i he  fubfiftence  of  thecoun* 
ry,  but  was  only  an  extraordinary  remedy  for  an  extra- 
ordinary diftrefs.  He  contended,  in  oppofition  to  Mr, 
firogden,  that  foreigners  had  fufficicnt  encouragement  to 
import  grain  into  the  country,  and  inftanced  the  large  and 
increafcd  importation  of  the  pjeceding  year  as  a  proof  of  his 
affertion. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  tO|  and  the  bill  recommitte(| 
for  next  (by. 
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ARMY    ESTIMATES. 

The  Secretary  at  /r^/r  arofe,  for  the  purpofe  of  adverting 
to  an  inaccuracy  in  the  army  accounts  complained  of  on  a 
preceding  evening  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hobhoufe), 
relative  to  a  volunteer  corps  he  commanded.  He  faid,  that 
though  it  was  true  the  corps  at  Bradford,n:ommanded  by  that 
hon.  Gentleman,  did  not  receive  any  pay  from  Government, 
yet  two  other  corps  ^t  the  fame  place  did  receive  fuch  pay  ; 
and  for  that  reafon  were  placed  in  the  account. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  there  was  ftill  an  inaccuracy  in  the 
ftatement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  n^iftake  arofe 
from  fubftituting  Bradford  in  Wiltlhire,  for  Bradford,  in 
Yorkfhire.  At  tlie  former  place,  there  was  only  one  corps 
eftablilbed,  which  was  cnmmandcd  by  himfelf,  and  which 
certainly  did  not  receive  any  pay  whatever  from  Government. 
Tlie  other  two  corps  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  eftablifhed  at  Bradford,  in  Yorkftiire. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  acknowledged  the  inaccuracy  now 
dated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  very  probably  cxift. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  again  rofe :  he  faid  as  the  right  hon.  Gentlc- 
nian  had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  clear  up  one  inaccuracy,  he 
moft  probably  had  done  the  fame  with  rcfped  to  another  mif- 
lakc,  mentioned  by  him  on  a  former  evening,  relative  to  the 
fubfidy  of  the  Count  de  Meuron. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  replied,  that  ^he  account  in  which 
the  payments  of  that  fubfidy  were  included,  was  not  made  up 
at  ills  office,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay  any  thing  upon 
the  fubjed. 

STATE    OF    THE    NATIOrt. 

Mr.  Tterney^  in  purfuancc  of  the  notice  formerly  given* 
rofe  to  make  his  motion,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  (late  of  the  nation,  and  fpoke 
in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

I  rife,  Sir,  for  the  purpofe  of  moviiTg  that  the  Houfe  do 
refolve  itfelf  into  acommi'tee  to  enqtiire  into  the  (late  of  the 
nation,  and  I  can  aflTure  every  gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  that 
if  I  were  not  faii^fied  that  1  was  called  by  duty  to  prop  jfe  this 
enquiry,  I  (hould  not  have  rifen  to  addrefs  you  on  the  prefeiit 
occafion.  Bui  1  think  1  fee  at  this  moment  a  dcfirc  on  the  part 
of  his  Majefly's  Minilters  to  evade  all  enquiry  into  the  real 
jllate  of  thofc  events  which  have  contributed  to  our  prefent 
diilrefs,  while,  at  the  fa^ne  time,  I  perceive  that  there  now 
cxifts  a  ftrong  defirc  in  the  country  to  have  thefe  events  in- 
yeOigated  and  ex.plainec|.     Miuidc^Si  bir,  have  not  been,  for 

a  con-> 
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a  confiderable  period,  troubled  by  motions  of  this  nature; 
(ince  the  year  1 796,  no  regular  enquiry  into  their  general 
condu£l  of  the  war  has  been  propofcd,  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  afcenairl  the  true  fituation  of  the  country.  His 
Majefly's  Minifters  have  had  a  trial  of  four  years  with  com- 
paratively no  oppofition  to  their  meafures ;  whatever  they 
have  wiftied  to  execute  they  have  had  full  power  to  accom> 
plifli ;  they  have,  during  that  period,  had  the  full  difpofal  of 
the  national  refources,  the  mod  abfolute  diredlion  of  the 
national  ftrength.  Thefe  they  had  employed  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  a  war  indituted  for  the  avowed  purpofc  of  fetting 
limits  to  the  power  and  ambition  of  France;  and  what  can 
be  more  natural  than  a  \\\(h  to  know  whether  this  objcft 
has  been  gained  ?  The  country  have  a  right  to  know  whether 
the  purpofes  for  which  their  riches  have  been  wafted, 
and  their  refources  have  been  con  fumed,  has  been  accom- 
plifbed  by  Minifters.  They  have  ff.\i  the  cfFefts  of  the  pro-* 
fecution  of  this  contcft  in  the  diminution  of  their  comforts, 
and  they  have  a  ri^/*  ti.  cnqv.ire  what  has  been  the  fruits  of 
all  they  have  fubmitted  to,  the  re  full  of  all  they  have  en* 
dured.  What  then.  Sir.,  has  been  the  conduS  of  the  war 
lince  its  commencement,  and  what  confequences  has  it  pro- 
duced ?  What  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  foreign  relations  in 
this  ftagc  of  iis  progrefs  ?  What  has,  in  a  word,  been  the 
fruits  of  all  our  exertions  in  the  prefent  conteft  ?  If  any  one 
dcfiring  infoini.ti  n  on  thefe  topics  liftencd  to  the  fpeeches 
of  th.'  ri^ht  hon.  Gjnilcman,  he  wotild  be  tempted  to  believe 
that  \Ur  \-  .ir  \  j\  \  ccn  fiicccrful  to  a  degree  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  ot  this  country.  If,  on  the  other  fide^  he  heard 
the  reprefentaiions  of  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
he  Would  be  induced  to  fiippofe  that  it  had  only  difplayed  a 
ferics  of  difappointmcnts,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  the  enemy, 
which  it  was  defigned  to  reprefs,  had,  inftead  of  being 
weakened,  acquired  a  new  degree  of  force.  If  he  allowed 
himfelf  to  he  captivated  by  the  flowing  defcriptions  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  would  be  ready  to  imagine 
that  the  country  was  at  the  very  height  of  profperify  ;  it  he 
fubmitted  his  judgment  to  the  ftatcujcnts  of  others,  he  would 
perhaps  fee  rcaf^n  to  conclude  that  i(  now  lahours  under  the 
feverell  prelTure  of  dillref^  It  is  furely  ll range  ihat  fuch 
contrariety  of  opinion  (hould  cxid;  but  if.it  does  exift,  il 
is  highly. neccliary  to  inltitute  an  enquiry  into  the  fubjefl. 
On  the  fubjcft  of  the  fucccfs  of  the  war,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Dundas}  had  frequently    aflertcJ  that  be  was 

willing 
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willing  from  hour  to  hour,  and  frofri  day  to  day»'  to  meet  any 
enquiry  ;  he  had  gone  fo  f^r  as  even  boMly  to  afErm  that  the 
Britiih  arms  had  in  no  war  been  difitnguiibed  by  greater 
bravery  or  flcill.     Now,  Sir,  I  will  alk  th.it  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman,  what  has  been  throughout  nhe  whole  corned   the 
grand  obje£i  of  the  war  ?  Has  it  not  been  to  curb  the  paw«f  . 
of  France  ?  and  taking  this  to  be  one  grand  objcA  it  had  in 
vieWy   let  us  endeavour  to  afcertain  in  what  refped  it  has 
been  efFcSed.     The  bcft  means  of  coming  to  a  conciufion  on 
this  fubjcd  is  by  examining  the  relative  fltuation  of  the  two 
countries  at  the  time  of  its  commencement  and  at  the  pre- 
fent  moment.     This  enquiry  naturally  divides  itft.!!  into  two 
branches,  as  it  refpcfls  thofe  nations  who  were  our  friends^ 
and  as  it  refers  to  our  original  foe.     As  to  the  tirft,  I  will 
allow  ilui*  the  war  has  been  \a  Tome  degree  fuccefsful.  From 
the  Dutch  we  have  wrefted  iheireadcru  fcttlements,  but   in 
return  the  French,  by  getting  the  country  into  their  power^ 
have  more  than  compcnfaied  the  lofs.     It  appears  fair  to  fajr 
that  there  ftems  xo  have  been  a  kind  of  com  prom  ife  in  this 
bufinefs,  that  France  (houUl  feize  on  the  country  while  Bri- 
tain occupied  the  fetilements.     As  to  Spain,  we  have  beea 
perhaps  more  fuccefsful,  by  acquiring  the  ifland  of  Minorca  ; 
and  this  was  the  extent  of  our  fuccefs  againft  thofe  Azte9  ' 
which  were  formcily  our  tri  nds.     The  ftateof  our  Ipccefs 
again fl  our  reaKand  inveterate*  foe  is  of  more  importance  to 
be  afcertaincd,  and  ijierits  a  more  particular  enquiry.     In 
profecuiing  this  enquiry  I  think  it  neceflary  to  itate  that  the 
right  hon    Gentleman,  by  putting  himfelf  in   his  prefenC 
fltuation,   by  taking  upon  himfelf  the  management  of  the 
'  public  aifiirs,  has  a<Slualiy  taken  on  himfelf  the  refponftbility 
of  all  the  meafures  which  were  adopted,  and  was  bound  .ta 
fland  all  the  confcqttences  of  an  enquiry  into  thefe  meafures* 
On  the  imequaltcd  fuccefs  of  our  navy  during  the  war,  there 
can  only  be  one  opi/iion,  there  can  only  be  one  convidion, 
that  it  has  uniformly  contributed  to  the  glory  and  honours  of 
the  country.     To  every  thing  that  rcfpe6led  its  operations^ 
every  one  mod  look  with  pleafure,  .but  I  cannot  fpeak  with 
the  famf  exultation  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  dif- 
^)vered  when  fpeaking  of  the  army.     I  cannot  admit  tha^, 
under  his  dircdions,  it  has  carried  the  reputation  of  the 
country  to  a  pitch  beyond  that  of  preceding  times;  I  can- 
not allow  that  it  has  been  fuccefsful  to  a  degree  unexampled 
in  foraoer  wars.     I  will  not.  now  fpeak  of  the-  American 
war^  whofe  geotral  complexion  was'  nearly  fiml^ar  to  the 

prcfcnt ; 
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prefent ;  but  I  will  direfl  my  attenticfn  to  a  war  which  muft 
ever  be  thought  of  with  exultation  by  every  Englifliman —  . 
the  fcvcn  years  war  conduced  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  illuftrious  father*  1  think, 
Sir,  that,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  filial  ^iety  ever 
prompts  him'  to  read  the  infcription  on  his  father's  tomb,  he 
cannot  be  ferious  when  he  aflerts  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  pre- 
fent war  is  unequalled.  In  order  to  afcertain  the  ftate  of 
that  war,  compared  with  the  prefent,  let  us  fee  what  was  the 
proportion  betwixt  the*  means  which  in  each  were  afforded 
for  fuccefs.  The  total  expence  of  that  war  was  one  hundred 
and  eleven  millions ;  and  in  eight  year«  of  the  prefent  war 
upwards  of  two  hundred  millions  have  been  expended,  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-five  millidns  during  each  year.  The  fuc- 
cefs of  the  prefent  wajr  ought  then  to  bear  a  due  proportion 
to  the  fums  which  have  been  raifed  for  its  profecution.  If 
we  next  turn  our  views  to  the  number  of  men  employed,  we 
fee  that  the  means  for  carrying  on  the  prefent  war  have  been 
alfo  more  ample  than  at  the  former  period.  The  number  of 
regiments  then  employed  in  all  the  different  quarters  of  the 
world,  in  America,  in  India,  in  Germany,  in  a  word,  for  all 
the  cods  of  the  public  fervice  in  every  department,  was  1 28, 
which  allowing  600  to  a  regiment,  formed  a  body  of  only  76 
thoufand  troops.  But  by  the  votes  of  this  week,  every  gen- 
tleman might  fee  that  the  number  of  troops  now  fupported 
by  the  country,  now  under  the  management  of  his  Majefty's 
Mimfters,  was  139  thoufand,  cxclufive  of  confidcrable  bodies 
of  troops  in  Ireland,  in  India,  and  in  part  of  the  Wefl  In- 
dies. With  a  force  ne;crly  double  to  that  which,  in  the  feven 
years  war,  had  raifed  the  Bri  11  fh  tharafler  to  the  highcft  pitch 
of  glory,  with  an  expence  far  more  than  double  what  had 
then  been  incurred,  what  have  we  taken  from  France  which 
ihehad  at  the  beginning  of  the  conteft  ;  and  what  alteration 
has  taken  place  in  the  ntuation  of  the  two  countries  ?  In  the 
prefent  war  we  loft  nothing,  in  the  feven  years  war  we  loft 
only  Minorca.  We  have  in  the  prefent  war  taken  St.' JLu- 
cia,  Martinique,  and  the  French  fadories  in  India. — I  will 
even  throw  into  the  fcale  of  our  conquefts,  the  capture  of 
Malta,  though  I  do  this  gratuitoully,  both  becaufe  it  did  not  ^ 
belong  to  France  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  be- 
caufe the  merit  of  the  capture  ottght  not  to  be  afcribed  to  our 
land  forces,  but  to  the  admirable  difpofiiions  which  were  made 
for  tite  blockade  by  Captain  Ball. 

In  • 
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In  the  fevcn  years  war  we  took  all  Canada,  Quebec,  all 
Nova  Scotia,  Martinique,  Grenada,  Tobago,  the  Havannah, 
and  Pondtcherry,  while  at  the  fame  time  we  laid  th^  founda- 
tion of  OUT  future  greamcfs  in  India.  Perhaps,  indeed,  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  with  to  fet  in  oppofition  to 
thefe,  the  late  conquclls  Ln  the  Carnatic,  the  late  deftrudioa' 
of  the  My  fore  tyrant.  But  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mean  to  place  in  competition  with  the  fplendid  atchieve* 
meuts  of  Lord  Clive  or  Sir  Eyre  Cootc,  the  late  even:s  in  In- 
dia ?  Docs  he  mean  to  affirm  that  the  acquifltion  of  the  do«» 
minions  of  Tippoo,  which  could  be  confidered  only  as  the 
conclufion^of  our  former  viftories,  were  comparable  with 
the  folid  foundation  which  was  formerly  laid  for  our  power 
in  that  region  of  the  world.  In  the  extent  of  the  conqueft 
made,  there  is  therefore  no  proportion  betwixt  this  and  the 
fevcn  years  war.  But  there  is  another  mode  of  determining 
whether  the  prefent  war  was  entitled  to  rank  fo  high  as  the 
right  hbn.  Gentleman  feemed  difpofed  to  aflert.  We  know 
what  was  given  up  at  the  conclufion  of  the  feven  years 
war;  and  we  know  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
willing  to  give  up,  when  negotiations  were  entered  into 
in  1797.  If  peace  had  then  been  made,  we  know  that 
none  of  our  conquefts  would  have  been  retained:  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  confenti^d,  that  every  thing  (hould 
be  renounced,  except  the  Dutch  fettlements.  After  all  the 
wade  of  the  national  treafurethat  bad  then  taken  place ;  after 
the  lofs  of  all  the  men  who  had  previoufly  periihed.  Mi- 
niders  were  then  willing  topurchafe  peace  by  the  facrificeof 
all  which  this  treafure,  and  the  fcrviccs  of  thefe  men,  had 
procured.  Thus  we  have  here  a  decifive  mode  of  afcertain- 
ing,  whether  the  war  has  fecured  its  objcft,  and  we  find 
that  after  fevcn  years  of  conteft,  we  have  not  fecured  one  end 
which  we  originally  had  in  view. 

In  the  feven  years  war.  we  find,  that  two  expeditions  were 
attended  with  circumftai^jes  which  excited  a  wi(h  for  en- 
quiry. In  the  one  cafe  fomedecilive  ttieafurcs  were  adopted 
to  fatisfy  the  public  ;  and  ii^  the  other,  a  temporary  difguft 
was  excited  V  but  what  were  ihefe,  compared  with  the  cir- 
cumfiances  in  the  prefent  war,  which  loudly  called  foren- 

Juiry  ?    At  an  early  period  of  the*  war.  Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir 
.  Jarvis,  took  Guadaloupe  and  Martinique,  yet  in  a  (hort 
lime,  tire  latter  of  thefe  iflands  was  retaken,  becaufe  fup'plies 
were  not  Pent  to  enfure  its  dcfencf,*  and  thus,  by  the  mifcon- 
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cfijSof  Minifters,  the  fervices  of  meritorious  officers  were 
thus  loft  to  the  country.  Under  the  rigl^t  hon.  Gentleman's 
dtreflion  Porto  Rico,  Oftend,  and  Dunkirk  could  attcft  our 
misfortunes.  There  is  hardly  a  fingle  yard  of  coaft  which 
has  not  witnefTed  the  difcomfiiure  of  Britiih  troops  :  there  U 
hardly  a  landing  place  where  a  Britilh  fleet  has  not  been  fta- 
tioned  to  bear  off  thcfe  troops  from  the  fccnc  of  their  dlf- 
grace,  and  fave  them  from  the  confequences  of  their  defeat. 
Thcfe,  >ir,  are  circumftanccs  which,  in  my  apprehenfioDf 
call  aloud  for  enquiry  ;  thefe  are  circumftances  which  every 
true  friend  to  his  country  would  wi(h  to  fee  fatisfaSorily  ex- 

'  plained.  Ko  man  can  think  more  highly  of  the  valour  of 
Briti(h  foldierf,  no  man  is  more  fully  convinced  of  the  ta- 
lents of  Briiifh  oflicersthan  I  am  ;  and  therefore  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  their  difcomfitures  which  have  taken  place ; 
T  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how,  in  fuch  a  variety  of  inftances^ 
difgrace  had  attached  to  their  fervices.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himfelf  admits  this  va/otir,  and  allows  the  exifience  of 
thefe  talents,  in  their  utmoft  extent ;  he  allows  that  no  blame 
attaches  to  thofc  who  conduced  thefe  expeditions,  atid  I 
therefore  call  on  that  gentleman  to  fay  by  what  caufc  thcfe 
difgraces  had  been  incurred.  After  all  thefe  difgraces,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  England  I  call  for 'an  enqinry  into 
the  aflual  refult  of  the  war.  I  call  upon  his  Majefty*s  Mt* 
nifters  to  fay  whether  they  can,  with  any  colour  of  truth,  fay 
that  they  have  fucceeded  in  repre fling  the  power  of  FranCt. 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  look  over  the  continent,  and  fay  whe- 
ther the  furvey  which  it  prefents  warrants  them  to  fay  that 
the  power  of  France  has  fufFered  any  diminution.  Let  the 
circirmftances  wKch  havediflinguilhedihe  hiftory  of  the  laft 
tv^elve  months  be  confidered,  and  let  a  concluGon  then  be 
formed  whether  the  Briiifh  army  has.raifed  their  military 
charailer,  or  whether  they  have  incurred  difgraces  of  the 
deepeft  dye  ?  Wa«  not  a  Britiih  army  laft  year  compelled  in 
Holland  toranfom  its  fafcty,  and  purchafe  by  ignominious 
concelfloos  that  return  which  it  was  unable  to  efPed  by  the 
fword?  Not  fatisBed  wiih  this  difappointment,  did  not  at- 
tempts take  place  to  efTcd  a  landing  on  the  enemy's  coafb 

and  in  all  of  thcfe  atiempt)  had  not  the  troops  been  driven 

back  with  prccipiution»  or  forced  to  retire  without  difem- 
barking  from  the  ibips  f  Did  not  thefe  fame  troops  which 

had  beeii  compeUcJ  to  ^ive  up  ihedcfign  of  an  lovaTton  on  the 
French  co3ii\,  afterwaids  [jfl  for  G^noa^  and  did  n<H  their 
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arrival  take  place  at  a  time  when  the  deciflire  battle  of  Ma- 
rengo had  rendered  their  ferviccs  ufelefs?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  here  alledge  as  a  palliation  to  thefe  fuc- 
ceffive  difgraces,  that  the  means  of  adequate  preparation  v^ere 
not  in  his  hands.  He  could  not,  with  any  colour  of  truth, 
affirm,  that  the  complement  of  men  were  inadequate,  fince 

'  he  had  the  means  of  augmenting  it  to  any  given  proporttoJi 
of  the  whole  difpofable  force.  He  cpuld  not  pretend  that 
lie  was  thwarted,  iince  he  had  acted  under  the  fullefl  con- 
fidence, and  the '  moft  perfeS  freedom  from  controuL  He 
could  not  fay  that  pcciirriary  refources  were  wanting,  fince 
money  was  fupplled  with  the  mod  extcnfive  liberality.  Witb 

xft  full  complement  of  troops,  with  full  confidence,  and  a  full 
purfe,  he  called  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  fay  why 
thefe  expeditions  never  arrived  till  that  period  when  they 
ceafed  to  be  importat^.  But,  after  the  expedition  to  Genoa 
had  been  too  late,  what  then  became  of  the  troops?  I  (late 
It,  Sir,  on  highly  refpeQable  authority,  that  they  continued 
for  a  confiderable  period  without  having  a  fingle  definite  ob- 
jed  before  them,  wichput  being  appri fed  (»t  any  one  purppfe 
to  which,  their  fervices  could  be  applied.  Till  oidcrs  for 
their  future  dcfiinat ion  arrived  they  continued  as  wanderers 
who  had  no  occupation  to  employ  them,  no  home  to  which 
they  c6uld  retire.  At  length  another  expedition  is  fitted  out 
under  the  condufi  of  an  ofRcer,  of  whofc  talents  no  one  thinka 
more  highly  than  I  do.  With  i2,oco  troops  a  defcent  at 
Fcrrol  i^  formed,  and  it  is  a  tadl  not  lefs  wonderful  than  un- 
deniable that  this  body  of  troops  landed,  and  after  h  iving  cf- 
feSed  no  purpofe  whatever,  gravely  returned  to  the  (hip<« 
Now  the  detachment  which  arrived  too  late  at  Genoa  joins 
them,  and  with  united  (Irengih  they  make  their  appearance 
before  Cadiz,  then  tabouring  under  the  fcourge  of  a  dreadiui 
malady,  and  this  expedition,  like  all  the  former,  terminates 
in  abfolutcclirgrace.  By  the  latcfl  accounts,  it  appeared,  thit 
part  of  this  force  had  rt^urned  to  Portugal,  and  that  another 
divlfion  was  deftincd  to  aQ  againil  the  French  in  Egypt,  in 
another  expedition.  Thefe  events,  Sir,  are  highly  digraceful 
toihc  Britilh  charaQer ;  highly  detrimental  to  the  fame  of 
Britifh  foldiers.  They  have  brought  a  ftain  on  our  ountry, 
which  nothing  btit  enqtiiry  can  wipe  away.  For  thefe  dif* 
graces  the  right  hon:  Gentleman  is  refponnble,  and,  as  a  man 
of  honour,  to  grant  that  enquiry  which  may  be  the  means 
i)l  bringing  the  criminal  author<i  of  ihem/wlvuevjer  they  arc 
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'f&x»uni(hmenty  to  remove  that  difgrace  which  would  other- 
vrne  attach  to  the  formerly  unfullied  fame  of  our  army.  If 
the  guilt  attaches  to  MtniRers,  rhis  enquiry  may  be-^uded 
as  it  was  in  the  cafe  of  the  propofed  enquiry  into  the  expe* 
dition  to  Holland,  and  the  fcruples  of  Gentlemen  may  be 
fatisfied  by  the  ambiguous  anfwers  of  Minifters  on  this  fub- 
je6t.  But,  Sir,  the  honour  of  the  country  will  not  be  fo 
eafily  fatisfied ;  the  high  fenfe  of  charader  which  animates 
our  foldiers  will  not  fo  eafily  be  lulled  to  reft.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  adherents  might  give  him  credit  for  his 
military  knowledge,  and  his  fkill  in  planning  expeditions. 
They  might,  without  enquiry,  believe  that  fo  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  all  wasjuft,  liberal,  and  wife.  But  the  army  are 
npt  to  be  fo  eafily  induced  to  give  \ip  that  opinion  which  they 
have  colleded  by  experience.  I  believe  that  throughout  the 
whole  army,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  there  is  a  ftrong  de- 
fire  of  enquiry— a  ftrong  convidlion  that  they  have  been  em- 
ployed on  fervice  where  no  bravery,  however  great,  no  talentSj 
however  admirable,  could  enfure  fuccefs — a  ftrong  and  fm- 

'dere  (!eteftaiion  of  the  condu£l  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
as  the  fuppofed  author  of  thefe  expeditions. 

I  flull,  perhaps,  be  told  of  the  glorious  conquefts  tn  India, 
as  a  fort  of  palliative  to  this  general  difgrace.  .  I  am  wiUing, 

'Sir,  to  allow  every  degree  of  praife  to  the  brave  officers  and 
mert  who  effected  thefe  conquefts ;  but  when  I  think  of  our 

"Tettlerafents  in  the  Eaft,  my  attention  is  as  it  were  naturally 
dircded  to  Egypt,  as,  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  affeding 
their  fecurity.  Wiien  1  fpeak  of  Egypt,  two  queftions  oc- 
cur to  my  mind — the  firft  is,  by  what  means  the  French 

'were  enabled  to  get  pofleffion  of  it  at  firft,  and  how  they 
continued  to  poflcfs  it  at  the  prefent  moment  ?  Without  en- 
Wing  minutely  into  the  confideration  of  the  firft  of  thefe 
qucftions,  1  n^ay  be  permitted  to  fay,  that  it  was  a  very  An- 
gular circumftance,  that  thirteen  fail  of  the  line,  with  up- 

\vards  of  300  tranfports,  (hould  beenaHcd  to  efcape  without 
the  knowledge  of  Government.  It  is  ufual  every  year  to 
vote  a  very  large  fum  for  fecret  fervice  money ;  but  I  am 
at  a  lofs  to  fee  to  what  purpofes  m<»re  valuable  a  part  of 
this  money  could  have  been  applied  than  in  endeavouring  to 
procure  fome  information  on  a  fiibje«3  fo  nearly  co'nneded 
with  our  higheft  national  intcrtfts.  The  decifive  viflory  of 
the  brave  Loid  Nelfon,  had,  indeed,  in  fome  meafure,  de- 
feated the  end  of  the  expedition.  But,  Sir,  I  think  it  pro- 
|>er  to  ftate,  that  this  gallant  ufticer  did  not  fail  to  the  coaft 
I  -■•'   ♦    -     *•     .       '*  of 
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4if  Egypt  by  any  orders  on  (he  part  of  Government^  aad 
that  therefore  they  ought  to  claim  no  (hare  of  the  honofir 
fefuhing  from  the  vidory.     I    would  alk  next,  by  what 
means  the  French  now  hold  pofleffion  of  Egypt  ?  Ttey  kept 
it»  Sir,  in  confequence  of  the  interference  of  min.iftry.    Per- 
haps the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that  he  had  an  ad- 
mirable  opportunity  of  difplaying  his  military  talents    in 
driving  them  from  it  by  force.   Perhaps  he  intended  by  keep- 
ing the  French  in  that  country  to  prefent  a  fearful  example 
of  punifliment  to  all  future  invaders.     As  often  as  I  think  of 
Egypt  being  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  as  fomething  fatal 
to  our  interefts  in  the  Eaft,  as  often  do  I  think  that  minifters 
ought  to  anfwer  for  their  refufal  to  ratify  the  deed  by  which 
its  evacuation  was  fecured  ;  as  often  am  X  (irmly  convinced 
that  the  circumftauces  which  produced  this  refufal  opght  to 
b^  difclofed  to  this  Houfe.     I  have  thus  fiated  circumftances 
in  the  condu£l  of  the  war,  from  its  commencement  down  to 
the  prefent  moment,  which   feem  to  me  loudly  to  demand 
enquiry,  and  I  call  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  grant 
this  enquiry*'  which  is  more  particularly  required  by  late 
events.     I  hope,  Sir,  that  he  will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
accede  to  this  enquiry.     I  hope  the  Houfe  will  feel  it  to  be 
neceflary  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  the 
.  fame  of  the  army  in  particular,  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
brave  men  to  vindicate  themfelves  from  the  foul  (lains  with 
which  the  mifcondud  of  others  has  loaded  them.     So  much, 
Sir«  I  confider  it  neceflary  to  flate  on  the  events  which  the 
hiftory  of  the  war  difplayed.     I  proceed  now  to  mention  the 
cfFeds  which  it  has  produced  on  our  external  relations.     At 
the  beginning  of  this  conteil  we  had  for  allies  Spain  and 
Holland,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  all  the  different  States  of 
Germany.     Let  Gentlemen  now  mark  the  changes  which 
the  war  has  produced.     Pruflia  firft  became  difguftcd  with 
the  conteft,  and  formed  a  fyftem  of  neutrality,  to  which  if 
has  uniformly  adhered.     Holland  foon  after,  unable  to  refill 
the  (hock   of  invafion,  became  the  prey  of  the  conqueror, 
and  w^s  even  annihilated  as  an  independent  State  by  the 
French  Republic.     Spain  next  was  compelled  to  give  way 
to  the  preffure  of  circumAances,  and,  from  a  feeble  ally, 
became  an  impotent    foe.     «S«<rdinia  was  over- run  by  the 
French  army,  and  the  States  of  dermany  were  at  this  mo- 
ment pofl'cffcd  by  French  troops.     Thus  had  our  alliances 
difappeared,  and  Portugal  wiis  alnfK)ft  the  only  State  which 
pow  remained  attached  to  us,  and  fo  far  from  being  able  to 
■'      •    '    ■  yiclj 
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jrieldys  any  aiEftanccy  It  looked  tp  Britifh-aid  for  itsf^p. ' 
port.     Naples  was  now  threatened  by  invaGons,  and  perhaps 
'  the  iright  hon«  Gentleman  propofes  on  tins  (ield  to  give  new 
proofs  of  his  military  prowefs,  new  evidences  of  his  military 
fSfilL     But  perhaps,'  Sir,  th^  right  hon.  Gentleman   would 
fuppofe  that  he  had  omitted  the  moft  important  ally  of  all» 
.  who  ftill  remained  clofely  attached  to  our  interefls.     Aiiftria 
has  given  us  the  mod  pofitive  a flb ranees  of  a  determination 
'  to  make  no  peace,  but  in  conjundion   with  this  country. 
On  this  particular  branch  of  the  fubjed  I  am  at  prefent  nn* 
willing  to  enter,  becaufe  it  is  to  form  the  fubjed  of  another 
:  motion,  of  which  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  has  given 
notice.     In  his  hands  the  buflnefs  would  be  fully  confidered, 
and  I  wifli  not  to  anticipate  the  difcuilion  which  will  then 
take  place.     But  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  (late  at  pre^ 
Tent,  that  I  place  no  dependence  on  the  fidelity  of  Auftria. 
<  When  I   fee  that  Auftria  broke  through*  her  engagements 
formerly,  I  cannot  place  much  reliance  on  her  prefent  pro« 
feflions.     But  I  would  defire  to  know  when  the  Auftrian; 
have  declared  that  they  had  a  common  obje6l  with  this  coun- 
try.    In  a  fpeech  which  his  Majcily  had  lad  year  delivered 
from  the  Throne,  we  did  not  hear  of  the  fidelity  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  but  the  fpeech  only  contained  encomiums 
on  the  dilinterefted  views  of  our  'magnanimous  ally,   the 
I  Emperor  of  Ruflia.     I  explicitly  affirm.  Sir,  that  it  was' ne- 
ver till  the  battle  of  Marengo  that  Auftria  confentedco  our 
terms  of  a  treaty.    It  was  never  till  the  time  that  the  ailiance 
waa  no  longer  of  any  importance,  that  Auftria  did  .confent 
io  receive  ouffubfidy,  and  to  come  under  a  pofitiVe  engage- 
ment not  to  make  a  feparate  peace  within  a  time  limited. 
The  term  of  tills  engagement  only  extends  to  February,  and 
perhaps  as  all  the  advantages  of  the  engagement  were  already 
reaped,  our  ally  might  with  to  break  the  leaCe.     7  he  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  declared,  that  from  all  the  information 
which  had  reached  Miniders,  there  was  no  reafon  to  fufpe^Et 
any  defigh  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  to  violate  his  engage- 
ments.     But.  in  order  to  (hew  how  loofeJy  Minifters  (peak, 
to  prove  how  very  liable  they  are  to  be  deceived,  I  ncea  only 
(late  that  they  hadened  to  communicate  to  the  public,  in  the 
.  Gazette,  the  news  of  the  Emperor's  having  gone  in  perfon 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  when,    by, the  very   next 
French  papers,  it  was  announced  that  he  had  concluded  ilie 
laft  armiftice.     This  is  a  proi)f  how  little  the  alfurances  of 
Minifters  are  to  be  depended  oo  i  and  when  1  fee  that  Mi- 
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niAers  are  fo  eafily  deceived,  their  aflertions  cannot  prevent 
me  from  thinking  that  the  Emperor  had,  at  one  time,  a  de- 
fign  of  maklfig  a  feparate  peace.  When  I  confider  the 
whole  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  Emperor  was  privy  to  the  preliminaries  of  St.  julien* 
Wher^  I  fee  an  officer  of  character  figning  articles  for  peace, 
when  I  fee  hitii  not  flying  from  his  fovereign,  as  having  been 
guilty  of  a  crime,  but  boldly  returning  to  demand  their  rati- 
fication, I  am  bound  to  believe  that  he  a£led  by  authority. 
If  the  papers  that  paifed  on  this  fubje^t  were,  produced,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  would  ef^ablith  this  authority  in  clear 
terms;  and,  till  I  fee  proofs  to  the  contrary,  I  mu(l  affirm 
that  the  previous  inflrudions  were  departed  from  by  the  in- 
terference of  Miniftqrs.  Such  appears  lb  me  to  be  the  (late 
of  our  external  relations.  But  before  I  leave  this  fubje£),  I 
cannot  help  adverting  to  another  circumftance,  which  threat- 
ens very  ferious  and  very  difgraceful  confequences.  I  allude. 
Sir,  to  the  convention  which  was  fettled  at  Copenhagen,  af- 
ter the  capture  of  the  Daniili  frigate.  It  appears  evident, 
from  Lord  Grenville's  letter,  that  Miniflers  were  forced  to. 
lower  their  tone  in  this  tranfadion,  and  dared  not  to  infift 
boldly  on  a  recognition  of  our  right  to  fearch  neutral  (hips* 
]t  is  undeniable,  from  the  fa£l  of  th^  tranfaflion,  that  a 
Briti(h  Minifter,  backed  by  a  Briti(h  fleet,  had  been  able  to 
obtain,  not  an  exprefs  acknowledgment  of  this  ancient  right, 
but  merely  an  agreement  that  the  difcufllon  ihould,  in  the 
mean  time,  be  dcteired.  From  what  place  did  our  Ambaf- 
fador,  who  had  fettled  this  convention,  arrive?  Did  be  not 
come  from  Peterflnjrgh,  after  being  fubje£lcd  to  the  moft 
extraordinary,  not  to  fay  infulting,  treat meoi  ?  Was  it  not 
clear,  that,  in  this  inftance,  Minifters  could  not  interfere 
with  dignity,  and  that  the  dread  of  raifing  up  a  Northern 
confederacy  had  led  them  to  fubmit  in  filence  to  treatment 
to  a  Brinlh  AmbaflTador,  and  to  Briti(h  fubjefls,  which 
trampled  under  fool  all  the  moft  folemn  laws  of  intercourfe 
betwixt  States  ?  I  ferl  nxyfclf  called  upon  here,  farther  to 
notice' a  moft  alarming,  though,  perhaps,  not  unlooked-for 
event.  The  mail  from  Hamburgh,  of  this  day,  not  ^nly  de- 
ftroys  all  hopes  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  joining  us  in  the 
prefcnt  war,  but  warrants  a  dread  that  he  meditates  the  ttioft 
frfrmidable  dcfigns  againft  this  country.  I  underftand  ihac 
already  fcvcnty  Englilh  vclTels  have  been  feized  in  the  port 
of  Riga,  and  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  view  this  as  a  ge- 
neral confederacy  againft  the  naval  greatncfs  of  this  country* 

.  It' 
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It  Is  furely  pectiliarty  degrading  to  oiir  national  charader  td 
think  that  thefegfofs  violations  of  our  laws,  and  of  all  juftice, 
cannot  be  refiiled  in  a  manly  manner — fuch  is  the  ftate  to 
which  Minivers  have  reduced  us.  But  ther«  was  another 
view  in  which  this  event  was  ftrikingly  alarming«-I  mean  to 
advert  to  the  efkO.  it  may  have  in  preventing  importation  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  connexion  betwixt  all  the  Northern 

Sowers.  In  this  view  of  things  it  behoves  us  to  oonfider  that 
finifters  have  in  all  probability  prevented  the  Emperor  from 
making  peace,  merely  to  have  a  pretext  for  including  this 
country  in  the  negociation.  Low  indeed  is  England  reduced 
if 'it  is  compelled  to  adopt  thefe  meafures  to  procure  a  peace. 
Altered  mod  materially  qiuQ  be  the  haughtinefs  of  Mini- 
fters,  when  thofe  who  Teemed  once  to  defpife  peace  on  any 
terms  but  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  to  France^  are  now 
anxious  to  be  admitted  to  a  place  in  the  aflfembly  of  nego- 
ciators — when  they  who  formerly  rejeded  with  difdain  offers 
*of  accommodaiion,  now  feek  an  opportunity  to  treat  with 
the  German  Adventurer,  the  child  and  the  champion  of  Ja- 
cobinifm.  I  am  convinced;  Sir,  if  the  voice  of  the  people 
of  England  could  be  fairly  heard,  it  would  be  for  juftice 
againft  Miniders  for  fquandering  the  public  money — ^juftice 
againft  them  as  leaving  brought  difgrace  on  the  country  by 
their  (hameful  expeditions — juftice  upon  them  for  having  re- 
duced the  country  fo  low  by  their  mifcondufi,  as  to  be  un- 
able to  refent  with  energy  and  effeft  the  grofleft  outrages 
againft  the  moft  ancient  and  facred  rights  of  nations. 
.  In  a  Motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
it  is  impoftible  for  me  to  omit  noticing  the  many  violations 
of  the  conftituiion,  which  the  meafures  of  Miniftry  have  dif- 
played.  Without  entering,  however,  particularly  into  this 
uart  of  the  fubjcCl  at  prefent,  as  I  mean  to  take  another  op- 
portunity of  bringing  it  before  the  Houfe,  I  cannot  help 
ftating  at  prefent,  that  the  arbitrary  power  granted  to  Mi- 
nifters  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  had  been  in 
many  cafes  grofsly  abufed.  I  have  more  than  once  before 
mentioned,  and  I  now  repeat  my  affertion  explicitly,  that 
perfons  Iwve  been  arrcflcd  without  any  reafonable  ground  of 
fufpicion,  and  that  when  there  was  not  the  leaft  proof  of 
guilt  exhibited  againft  them,  they  had  been  detained  in  pri- 
ft>ns  during  an  indefinite  period.  I  hold  this  to  be  a  moft 
violent  and  tyrannical  mode  of  proceeding,  and  its  exiftence 
t)ugbt  not  to  be  tolerated  in- a  free  country.  The  influence 
of  the  Crown,  in  its  prefent  extentj  1  alfo  view  to  be  alto« 
1  gethec 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


-Kov.  27.]        WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  169 

gethcr  contrary  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country.  This 
influence  had  been  ufed  for  the  moft  pernicious  purppfes,  for 
the  ends  of  the  moft  unaccountable  profufion  in  the  ufe  of  the 
public  money  for  jobs,  where  in  many  cafes  not  even  the 
forms  of  decency  were  obf^rved,  and  it  is  my  refolution  to 
move,  that  thefe  enormities  be  taken  particularly  under  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe.  There  is  one  part  of  this  influ- 
ence which  I  feel  myfclf  ftrongly  induced  to  (late  on  the  pre- 
fcnt  occafion,  and  that  rcfpefts  the  manner  in  which  the  ar- 
my in  India  is  fupported.  It  is  a  fac^  which  I  wi(h  to  prefs 
on  the  attention  of  Gentlemerl,  as  they  may  not  have  direfled 
their  attention  to  it,  at  leaft  fo  much  as  its  importance  dje- 
inands.  D'  Gentlemen  know  that  the  army  in  India  is  fup- 
ported at  an  expence  equal  to  that  of  the  whole  army  of  this 
country  in  1762?  Do  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  know  that 
the  right'hon  Gentleman  (Mr.  D.nndas)  holds  a  fceptre  by 
which  his  influence  is  nearly  equal  lo  that  of  an  independent 
Sovereign  ?  Do  they  refleft  that  the  annual  expenditure  of 
the  army  over  that  region  to  which  his  influende  extends,  is 
not  Icfs  than  nine  millions?  Thefe  points  I  Ihall  hereafter 
take  an  opportunity  of  difcufllng  at  greater  length,  at  pre- 
fent  I  mention  them  only  to  fliew  that  they  have  not  cfca^td 
my  obfervation  in  an  enquiry  into  the  ftatc  of  the  nation. — I 
come  now,  Sir,  to  ilie  conlidcration  of  the  Finances,  and  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  however  my  concluf»ons  may  feem  in 
fome  particulars  ambiguous  on  this  point,  ihcy  will  be  clearly 
admitted  and  underdood.  I  fay  then,  Sir,  explicitly,  that 
the  prefent  fevere  prcifure  of  taxes  does  moft  parJicularly  de- 
mand examination.  I  feel  as  much,  I  truft,  as  any  Gentle- 
man in  this  Houfe  for  the  fufFcriugs  of  the  poor,  and  wil- 
lingly will  coi;tribute  towards  the  alleviation  of  their  diflrcfs. 
But  I  do  not  (land  up  now  to  fpeak  of  the  fufferiugs  of  the 
lower  orders  ;  bul  1  appear  a«i  the  advocate  of  that  great  body 
of  the  community  who  do  not  fupport  ih{*mfelves  by  their 
manual  labotir,  but  who  have  a  certain  rank  to  keep,  certain 
appearances  Xo  prcTcrvc  .in  Oxitty.  It  is  ihc  Clergy,  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  fmal!  fortunes,  who  have  no  means  of  meet- 
ing the  encrcafed  demand  by  any  adequate  encreafe  of  wealth, 
on  whom  tho  prefent  hi^h  prices  mnjt  particularly  prefs.  The 
right  hon.  Gcnrlcmuu  had  montioiud  with  a^plaufe  a  ftate- 
mcnt  in  a  pamphlet,  which  is  diligncd  to  prove  that  it  is  the 
tendL-ncy  of  vvif  to  diminiih  the  priics  ol  j^rain  I  do  not 
mean  particularly  t(^  enter  into  this  fui)jid  jt  prefent,  but  I 
held  that  it  is  very  eafy  xo  (hew  i\vdt  war  mufl  have  a  mate- 
VoL.  IV.  i8oo.  Z  fial 
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rial  operation  in  atigtnenting  the  pticcb  of  every  comirKclity. 
I  will  fuppofe  that  ihe  <lef  cicncy  in  this  country,  at  prefcrui 
is,  as  ftaicil  by  the  Commiiiee,  one  fourth;  and  .fiippofing 
this',  it  is  clear  that  the  deficiency  muit/in  a  great  mtafure, 
be  fupplied  by  importation.      I{  this  country  depends  on  im- 
portation to.fupply  this  deficiency,  it  fceriis  evident  that,  in 
the  time  of  a  war  on  the  ConiinLnt,  the  quaniity  that  cnuld 
be  fparcd  fur  exportation  would  be  lefs  ihanjin  peace;  that 
the  di:f  culty  of   procuring   !t  would   be   greater  ;   that   the 
infiifince,   being    much   higher,   would  encieafe   the  price, 
and   that,   therefore,  war  miift   liavc  an  operation    in  aug- 
menting the  piiccsof   grain.      I  will  fyy  farther,  that  in  war 
there  mull  alway.^  be  a  greater  w:dk*  than  in   peace.    The 
quantiiy  of  provifion  for  the  fupplv  of  the  foldiers  and  jailors 
is  much  greater  than  the  fame  individuals  would  con'ume  \rx 
private  life.     The  fitting  out  <»f  expeditions,  even  if  trngahty 
is  mnft  ftridly  conmited  by  the  government,  could  not  be 
avoided;  the  whole  fyftem  of  regulation  was  fuch  as  not  to 
admit  of  attention  to  economy;  und,  indeed,  if  economy  was 
intended  to  he  one  means  of  covering  the  deficiency,   it  is  a 
very  material  circumftance  to  confider  what  a  numerous  b(xly 
of  individuals  were  put  out  of  the  reach  6f  its  operation  in 
war.     In  eilimuiing  ihe  caufes  of  the  fcarcity,  I  am  not  • 
difpofed  to  afcribc  any  thing  to  encrcafe  of  population,  which, 
after  making  »He  proper  deductions  for  abfence,  the  additional 
number  of*  individuals  employed  on  foreign  trade,  and  other 
,  caufes,  could  not  be  fo  much  as  to  produce  any  great  eflfedl 
in  aligmeuiing  the  demand ;  but  I  believe  that   the  prefent 
high  prices  arifc,  in  a  material  degree,  from  the  depreciation 
of  mv>ney.     The  reverend  author  of  the  pamphlet  to  which 
I  have  alluded  fays,  that  taxes  do  tend  to  diminifli  the  price 
of  commodities.     I  know,  Sir,  that  in  particular  cafes  the 
influence  has  been  experienced.     When  a  fuddcn  preflTure  of 
taxation  produces  a  temporary  ftagnation  of  trade,  the  price 
if  commodities  will  experience  a  temporary  fall.     This  is, 
lowcvcr,  a  very  bad  effjfl  of  taxation,  fince  it  lowers,  to  a 
«itfproportionate  degree,  the  price  of  labour,  and  thus  entail 
lifcry  on  the  induftrious  part  of  the  community.     But  it 
j^pears  abundantly  evident,  that,  in  general,  the  tendency  of 
xcs  is  to  encrtafe  the  price  of  providons.     If  a  new  load  is 
id  on  the  merchint,   what  is  more  na'urai  than  for  him  to 
Ife  the  price  ot  his  commodities  to  meet  the  new  demand* 
I)  this  way,  the  encreafed  demand  circulates  over  the  different 
laileS*  till  it  refts  ultimately  on  that  valuabU  clafs  already 

mentioned, 
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mentioned,  who  have  no  means  to  ti-ar)>icr  the  burthen  to 
oilicrs.  The  right  hoaourable Gentleman  has  done  m-.^ir  by 
his  fyftem  of  taxation*  to  deftroy  all  pleafure  and  domcftlc 
enjoyments  among  this  clafs,  than  any  other  meafure  could 
have  efFefted.  He  has  laid  down  the  iources  of  their  anni- 
hilation from  fociety,  by  depriving  them  of  th^  means  of 
fupporting  themfelvesin  that  Ityle  of  decent  ftate  vi'hich  was 
cfiential  to  their  happinefs  and  refpeftability  in  fociety.  By 
thus  impairing  the  enjoyment  of  this  clafs,  he  deprives  do- 
melHc  life  of  its  moft  precious  ornaments,  and  fuciety  of  its 
'  bed  fupporis.  This  fyftera  of  taxation,  fo  dreadfid  in  its 
ultimate  more  than  immediate  confequences,  has  an  impuTrng 
appearance.  Trade  feems  to  flourifh  under  no  influence,  and^ 
the  ptiblic  funds  appear  not  to  diminilh  its  value  under  its 
operation.  This,  however,  inftcad  of  a  matter  for  exulta- 
tion, ought  to  be  a  foiirce  of  deep  regret.  This  impofing 
afpev^l  has  cnablcrd  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to  go  on 
with  fcheraesof  profufe  eicpendittire,  which  he  could  never 
otherwife  have  effeded.  But  I  cannot  allow  myfelf  to  be 
fo  far  deceived  by  fpeeious  appearances,  as  not  to  attend  to 
the  ultimate  confequcnce  of  this  continuance,  and  unfortu- 
nately its  continuance  was  likely  to  be  perpetual.  I  how- 
ever regret  the  ttoppage  of  the.bank  in  1797,  as  one  of  the 
moft  difartrous  events  in  the  hiftory  of  this  commercial  coun-* 
try.  No  fooner  was  that  meafure  adopted  than  credit  and 
refponlibility  were  goney  and  henceforth  the  introduction  of 
paper  money  to  an  unlimited  extent,  opened  the  door  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  itwft  extravagant  and  unprincipled  ex- 
penditure. It  has  broken  down  the  ancient  fyftem  of  honed 
and  fair  traxlinti,  and  by  impoTtng  on  the  people  for  a  mo- 
ment has  fancStioncd  the  introdiidtion  of  a  financial  fyftem, 
which  even  at  prefcnt  is  generally  opprefllve,  and  in  the  rc- 
fult  will  be  hard  beyond  endurance.  Th.at  iHefe  ftatements 
may  be  feen  to  be  fotmded  accurately,  and  not  the  fruit  of 
idfe  fpeculation,  J  will  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  fome  calcula- 
tions which  appear  fully  to  cftabliflt  thefe  concluflons  in  all 
their  extent. 

Here  Mr.  Tiernef  entered  into  a  number  of  fii^ncial  de- 
tails, the  fubflanpe  of  which  may  be  colleflcd  from  the  fol- 
lowing ftatement  c — 

Tofalexpence,  in  money,  of  war  concluded  In  1763,  (Sin- 

t\-A\v\  !Iiti.)  .  .  .  ixt,i7i,9<>6 

Or  per.aunuin,  on  3vernge  %  yesrs  -  1 3,9oS«999 

Z  2  To  J 
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Total  expence,  in  money,  American  war,  (Sklnclair*8  Hift.     iis>77i«876 
Or  per  anmiin,  on  average  8  years  -  14,471,484, 

Total  cxpence,  in  money,  ofprcfcnt  wSir,  exclufivc  of  Ireland 

and  Imperial  loans,  as  far  as  can  be  midc  up,  lay         •        200,000,000 
.  Oi-  per  annum,  on  avenige  8  years  -  25,000,000 

Total  amount  cf  Stock  created  (including  advances  to  Ire- 
land, Imperial  Loans,  three  millions-  from  the  Bank  to  be 
luiiJcd  ai  80,  and  zSj^oool.Long  Annuities,  valued  at 
25  years  purchalc  -  -  -  *75i739i4*-S 

Amount  of  Stock  created  in  the  four  hft  year*  -  168,947,671 

Amount  of  charge  incuned  for  debt  (inducing  z^oOiOooL 

finking  fund)  5th  of  Jan.  179^  -  -  10,3.25,000 

Amount  of  permairent  taxes  created  during  the  war  8,582,429 

Tax  on  income  for  ten  ycais  (eftimated  to  produce  the  fame  aS 

in  X799)  -  -  -  5,800,000 

Amount  of  nev7  taxes,  to  be  paid  for  firft  ten  years  of  peace     149382,4^9 

Eftimated  produce  of  (ax  on  imports  and  exports  during  tbp 

war  >  •  -  •  2,250,000 

Total  amount  of  new  taxes  payable  at  prefent  -  >5}^3Zi4i9> 

Amount  of  Exchequer-bills,  ontftanding  5th  of  Jan.  1793  9,478,000 

.Dr>.  1797  -  -  10,048,000 

Do.  180a  -  -  -  20,360,00* 


PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
IncreAfe of  peace  eftablifhmenr,  as  itated  by  the  Chan^elbr  of 
•    the  Exchequer,  in  his  1 8th  rtfolution,j4ily,  1 8^o  -  9>8x9,045 

Add,  Intereft  and  t  per  cent,  on  3  millions  advanced  by  the 

bank,  to  be  fum'ej  at  80,  as  per  agreement  with  the  bank  150,000 

Intereft  &nd  i  per  cent,  on  6,136,000!.  now  actually  voted, 

fay  funded  at  70  -  -  350,62:8 

A6lual  expenditure  of  peace  ei^ablifliment  fcr  five  years, 

ending  5th  of  January,  1791  >  as  per  report  of  the  Icltft 

committee  -  •  16,816,985 

Peace  eftahrfliment,  exclufive  of  any  charges  to  be  incurred 
on  winding-up  rxpences,  arrears,  augmentation  of  naval 
and  military  eftabli(hments,  intereft  due  by  Emperor  of 
Germany,  ice.  &c.  Sec.  and  exclufive  of  tax  on  income  27,1 36,658 

Amount  of  net  permanent  taxes,  5th  July,  i8oo"  -  13^909,354 

Land  and  malti  net  receipt  -  -  2,558,000 

Annual  lottery,  fay  profit  -       '  -  250,000 

*^'7»7>354- 
Peace  eftablifhmenty  excluuve  of  income  tax,  or  any  encreafe, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  -  -  -     27^136,658 

To  be  provided  for  by  wcreafcd  produce  of  the  prefent,  cr  by  » 

ntw  taxe»  -  *  -  4i9>304 

Lowcft 
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I*owcft  probable  peace  eftablifhrnent,  exclofivc  of  any  encrea fc, 

&c.  &C.  Sec,  including  amount  of  income  ux»  taken  at  the 

produce  of  laft  year  -  .  -  31,936,658 

INCOM]^  TAX. 
Amount  of  3  per  cent,  ftock,  of  which  tlw  intered  it  to  be  defrayed,,  and 

ihe  principal  redetircd,  by  the  tax  on  income,  viz. 

Cieated  in  1798,  £16,000,000  IntertU,  ^^480,000 

I799»     i9»»SO.o<»  577»5«> 

1800,  21,195,000  635,850 

56,^5,000  i|693»S5«> 

Eftimate,  fuppofmg  each  year*s  encreafe  tqu^il  to  the  lalt, 

1 801,  21.195,000  Ihtcrefl,  635,850 
i8('2,  21,195,000  635,850 
1803,     21,195,000  635,850 

120,030,000  3,600,900 

Bvthc  32d  of  G.  III.  Imerell  and  i  per  cent,  on  tlie  capital,  as  a  fint- 
ing  fund,  muft  be  provided  for  all  new  (lock  created. 

I  per  cent,  on  £"120,030,000  is         £1,200,300 

Interelt  on  ditto  -  «  3,600,900 

Charge  of  collect  in?  tax  on  income,  as  per  efttniate  7 

prefented  laft  year,  about  -  -  J     150.000 

4,951,200 
If  therefore,  in  1803,  the  tax  on  iocon^e  fliould  not  exceed  five  mtUioM 
pel  annum,  it  will  thru  become  perpeiiul. 

Total  amount  rectived  Ircni  the  produce  of  the  afllHed  taxes,  and  tax  on 
income,  applicable  to  the  lervice  of  the  current  year,  for  the  years 
98,-99,  180U  : 
179S  alfciled  taxes  after  deducing  from  grofs  receipts  intereft 

i6,fK>j,oool.  -  -  -  2,524,873 

1799  Income  tax  after  dcJufling  fnm  grofs  receipt  intereft  on 
35,250,000!.  and  charges  of  colltfting  -  4>59ai50o 

1800  After  deducting  from  grols  receipt  (taken  to  be  the  fame 

as  iaft  yeai)  intereft  on  56,445,000!.  and  charges  of  coUe^ion  3,956,650 
I  ■■    ■ 

Total  receipt  of  income  tax  applicable  (o  the  war,  for  laft 

3  years  .  -  -  11,074,025 


iSoi  Kftiinate  of  applicable  receipt  of  income  tax,  fuppofii^ 
incrcafe  of  intereft  on  Stock,  cie^ued,  and  grols  receipt  of  the 
tax,  38  above  ...  3,320,800 

1802  Ditto,  ditto,  .  -  2,049,100 

1803  Ditto,  ditto,  .  -  1,413,25a 

Probable  amount  of  income  tax,  applicable  to  public"  fer- 

vice  in  the  next  three  years  -  6»783,i50 

Average  amount  of  fupphes  for  the  war,  voted  iki  1798,  ^799, 

1 80U,  per  annum,  fay  -  .  3'3,ooo,ooo 

Average  receipt  of  income  tax,  applicable  towards  faid  fupplies,    , 

per  annum  -  -  -        3)^9i,34i 

Average  of  money,  borrowed  on  the  fccurity  of  the  Income  tax  in 
the  &me  period,  per  annum  -  .  «>)^33f3l3 

After 
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After  prcfcnfing  this  pifluro  of  the  fnancial  ilate  ^^^  the 
country,  Mr.  Tierney  recommend- d  a  m,''  -uhcnjpce  lo  the 
good  faith  with  which  all  c)l.  irariuOio:.^  wvji:  ijvruAy  con- 
diidlcd.  All  the  right  h(>ru.».ial;|j  G-j>*leir..-.n'b  pl.i..  \vcie 
hollow  and  uncertain.  Tiny  n'Oi]I<l  t'l/  end  in  ::  •  :  \.  ed 
funyus^  or  be  Irund  lo  be  (mly  io  ir/wn^  >i  i'.i(!crs,'  w  .1.  1  car- 
ried him  he  knew  nov  \vl;ere.  Mr  i  icrnc)  cor  v  In.!.  '  by 
moving  that  a  committee  be  anpointea  \o  enquire  in«i;  the 
ftate  of  the  na'ion. 

The  ('hancelhr  9'^  the  H.^cLcjuery  in  a  'pi.'ccb  of  upwards 
•  of  two  hours,    Ipokv  i::  f'lbffa/icc   as  foll';\V'.  : 

Sir,  the  hi)nutnab'c  Gcrndcrnan,  in  the  r.)cecb  which  he 
has  juft  concliid  d,  h.is  i^or  c  over  a  inoft  cx^enfivc  tange  of 
argument,  and  iisdicd  has  extended  the  topics  ci  difcullion 
beyond  the  noiice  which  he  firft  gave  of  his  inteniion.  It 
feemcd  to  be  his  original  view  to  confine  the  objeS  of  the 
enquiry  he  ptopnfed  to  move,  to  points  connected  with  the 
high  price  of  provifions.  He  talked  of  moving  to  have  the 
governor  of  the  bank  examined  refpeSing  the  influence 
which  the  operations  of  the  bank  and  of  paper  circulation 
inight  have  produced  upon  price ;  but  he  has  now  abnndnned 
thefe  reftiiflive  views  \  he  has  not  mentioned  a  word  oi  the 
examination  of  the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  has  thought 
it  better  to  move  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  as  beft  fitted  to  inveftigate  that  infinite 
variety  of  fubjedls  which  he  has  dwelt  upon  as  the  grotinds 
of  enquiry.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  s  topics  ihould  be  numerous.  The  queilion  of 
peace  and  war,  the  operations  of  our  military  force,  the 
conduft  of  thufc  by  whom  they  ate  planned  or  executed; 
our  alliances,  our  financial  fituation,  the  (!atc  of  our  confti- 
tutional  rights,  though  introduced  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man in  a  parenthefis;  our  internal  circumftances,  with 
•which  the  dearncfs  of  provifions  and  its  remedies  are  all  con- 
nected, thus  fiirm  the  natural  topics  to  which  a  motion  like 
that  which  has  been  made  mtift  be  direMed. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  has  faid  what  is  true,  un- 
doubiedly,  of  every  important  occafion  in  which  this  Hcufc 
is  called  upon  to  deliberate,  that  the  eyes  of  the  country  are 
upon  us.  The  eyes  of  the  country  indeed  are  ni(#ft  earneitly 
fixtd  upon  usf  They  look  with  expectation,  as  'they  mull 
feel  the  good  or  the  bad  confeqnences  which  refult  from  otir 
decifions. — The  mcafures  in  which  the  Houfe  has  been  oc- 
cupied during  the  preceding  part  of  the  fcfiion  have,  in  the 
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higheft  degfccy  engroflfed'  the  attention  of  the  public,  and 
their  hopes  hnve  not  been  difappointed.  They  fee  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament  directed  lo  the  confideration  of  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  the  comtnunity  labours,  and  employing 
every  practical  remedy  to  alleviate  their  didrefs.  I  am  con* 
vinced  (oo  that  the  people  are  well  aware  that  thofe  do  inoft 
for  their  caufe,  aiH  are  nn'A  fincerely  imprefled  with  their 
fufferings  viho  confine  rhemfelves  mod  clofely  to  the  imme* 
iiiate  ob  ect  of  relieving  the  calamities  under  which  they 
labour.  I  do  not  fay  that  the  whole  fituation  of  the  country 
may  not  form  a  fit  fubject  for  enquiry  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  if  ftrong  and  conchifive  grounds  for  it  can  be 
eftabliflicd.  But  i  mu(l  contend  that  a  committee  on  the. 
flate  of  ihe  nation  is  that  which,  for  the  lad  loo  years,  has 
very  rarely  been  moved,  and  ftill  more  rarely  complied  with. 
The  iiiftances,  when  it  led  to  any  practical  advantage,  are 
fewer  ftill.  It  has  indeed  been  employed  in  fome  urgent 
caics.  where  the  topic  of  enquiry  had  a  direct  influence  on 
the  v\hok  frame  of  the  government.  Such  were  the  com- 
mit^'^e  on  the  India  bills,  and  more  recently,  during  the  un- 
fortunate illiufs  cf  his  Majefty,  when  the  queftion  of  the 
rec:  ncy  was  to  be  determined.  At  prefent  the  only  thing  to 
be  c  onfidtired  is,  whether  the  circumftances  of  our  fiiuation 
be  :'ici.  ..H  to  demand  that  general  enquiry  which  the  hon. 
Genilc'r.a:!  recofTimcnds,  or  fpecific  i a ve (ligations  directly 
lcadi..jj  ^G  practical  meafures. 

The  eyes  of  the  public  and  of  Europe  are  fixed  upon  us 
too,  )a  the  fubject  of  peace  and  war.  But  at  this  moment 
however,  there  is  nothing  ihar  d^jmands  any  new  decifion 
from  parliament — nothing  ihat  can  call  upon  parliament  lo 
rcvifc  or  to  change  i:s  opinion  fo  often  pronounced.  7  he 
general  feeling  of  the  country,  I  am  perfuadcd,  is,  that  the 
qucftion  of  peace  or  war  cannot  be  brought  forward  upon  any 
new  grounds,  to  jviftify  a  departure  from  the  declaired  opinion 
of  parliament.  The  public  fee  in  recent  occurrences  freJh 
and  itiikin^  proofs  of  his  M:jjefty's  delire  to  do  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  make  every  proper  facrifice  to  reftore  tran- 
quillity to  his  people  and  to  Europe  ;  that  the  unreafc^nable 
and  uncxainj)lcd  prctcnlions  of  ihc  enemy  have  alone  ob- 
llrucied  the  progrcfs  of  the  nci^ociation  that  was  opened  to 
promote  thai  object.  The  people  arc  convinced  that  the  true 
friends  to  peace,  lo  peace  fuch  as  it  ou^ht  to  be,  conliilent 
with  the  honour,  the  intcied,  and  the  good  faiih  ot  this 
country,  are  fcnfible  that  the  true  way  lo  obtain  that  blefling 
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is  to  ftrengthcn  his  Majefty's  hands,  and  to  fhew  that  chear- 
fijl  zeal  to  fupport  him  in  the  profecution  of  the  conflict, 
ifaould  it  be  neceflary,  which  has  contributed  Co  much  to  the 
public  intcreft  and  glory  throughout  the  progrcfs  of  the  war. 
From  a  pcrfcverance  in  the  fame  fpirit,  we  (hall  owe  the 
fanne  beneficial  effects. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  after  fo  manv  cf  the 
topics  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  brought  forward, 
have  already  received  the  decifion  of  this  Hou'e,  it  reds  with 
him  to  (hew  that  what  he  recommends  would  be  adapted  to 
the  peculiar  circumftanccs  of  the  limes,  and  to  the  demand 
of  the  peculiar  intereft.  It  refts  with  him  to  (hew  that  when 
things  ex  facte  confirm  the  pre  fumpt  ions  again(t  the  courfe 
he  propofcs,  to  ftate  fome  new  grounds  tor  his  motion.  Moil 
of  the  part  topics  in  his  fpeech  have  been  the  fubjcct  of  fc- 
parate  motions  for  enquiry,  which,  when  the  affairs  were  re- 
cent, \v;ere  rejected  by  the  H<;ijfe.  It  is  only,  Therefore, 
that  part  of  the  matter  of  his  argnmeni  which  has  arifcn 
fince  U\\  July,  that  admits  of  any  novelty  of  illtiftratioq  or 
of  inference.  On  other  points  I  might  content  myfelf 
merely  with  a  reference  to  pafi  difctiflions  and  to  former  deci- 
iions.  1  confefs  however  that  the  mode  of  recapitulation 
■which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  employed,  I  cannot 
allow  to  pafs  without  animndverfion^  The  honourable  Gen- 
tleman begins  with  remarking  tipon  a  declaration  of  my  right 
honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Dundas),  that  the  prefent  was  a  war 
erf"  unexampled  fuccefs  ;  but  he  did  injufticc  to  the  alfertion 
by  onititingihc  litrhitation  with  which  it  was  coupled,  namely, 
that  it  was  a  war  of  unexan^plcd  fiiccefs,  in  relation  to  the 
Ihare  which  Great  Britain  hcd  taken,  and  with  regard  to  her 
peculiar  interefls.  Thai  my  right  honourable  Friend's  p.  (i- 
tion  is  ftriflly  juft,  appears  even  from  the  admiffions  of  the 
honourable  genileman.  He  allovfs  that  that  part  of  oirr  na- 
tional force,  that  which  he  himfeif  and  his  friends  have  ex- 
lolled  as  the  only  fervice  on  which  we  (hould  rtly  fordeft-nce, 
has  been  glorious  and  fuccefsftd  beyond  any  former  example. 
Does  not  this  prove  that  in  regard  to  the  peculi:ir  (hare  (.f 
this  country  in  the  conteft,  it  has  been  moft  fucctTsful  r  Why 
then  even  upon  the  view  of  a  joint  war  of  various  fnccefs, 
and  embracing  fo  many  ohjefls,  docs  the  hon.  GenTUman 
chufe  to  keep  out  of  conilderation  that  part  of  it  rictu^niffd 
to  be  our  particular  province,  atid  implying  an  txclufive 
merit  ?  How  can  he  affirm  that  the  war  has  been  t'ull  of 
difgrace  when  our  navy,  by  his  own  cor.fcffion;  t.as  acijtiircd 
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ftich  unrivalled  diflin£lion  r     This  then  is  the  candour  with 
which  the  hon.  Genileiran  commences  a  motion   for  fuch 
various  andextenflve  enquiry.    But  does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
fay,  that  on  the  general  view  which  he  takes,  thofe  naval 
principles  in  which  he  exults  have  been  attended  with  no  ad- 
vantage to  thecatjfe  of  Europe  ?     Does  he  think  it  nothing 
to  have  completely  dedroyed  the  navy  and  commerce  of  our 
rival?     Is  it  nothiog  to  have  protected  our  own    trade,  to 
have  taugmented  our   own    rcfomces,  ^by  the   fpoil    of  the 
enemy's  potfelSons  ?     But   not  to  dwell  on  thtfe  clear  and 
undeniable  teflimonies  of  feparate  fuccefs  and  peculiar  ad* 
vantage,  will  it  be  Paid  that  our  allies  have  derived  no  advan- 
tage from  the  victories  of  the  Britifh  fleets  r     if  our  military 
operations  were  even  to  be  hid  out  of  view  ;  if  wc  were  10 
forget  for  a  moment  that  our  armies  have,  on  different  occa- 
fions,  given  the  moft  important  aid  to  the  commau  caufe  ^ 
that  they  have  never  encountered  in  the  field  the  force  oi  the 
enemy  without  reaping  their  full  (hare  of  glory  ;  confidering 
the  benefits  that  have  refulted  from  our  naval  exploits,  have 
we  had  no  fliare  in  contributing  to  the  defence  of  Europe? 
Dc)es  the  hon.  Gent,  recollect  the  achievement  of  the  gallant 
IfOrd  Nelfon,  whofe  merit  he  fo  highly  extolled  ?     Does  he 
think  that,  great  as  was  our  (lure  of  the  glory  and  fuccefs  oC 
that  gallant  Admirars  exploits,  that  we  engroiTcd  them  all  i 
Does  he  think  that  the  fame  of  the  battle  at  Aboukir  did  not 
pervade  all  Europe  ?     Does  he  think  that  it  was  partial  in  its 
effects,  or  fleeting  in  its  glory  ?     No  !  The  fame  of  that  day 
fpread  itfelf  to  the  remoieft  corner  of  the  globe.     It  added 
a  new  luftre  to  the  Britilh  character,  and  inCpircd  a  new  rc« 
vcrencefor  the  Briti(h  name  ;  which^I  will  not  fay  the  hon.  ^ 
Gentleman's  fpccches,  but  not  even  the  eflect  of  any  future 
calamity  can   cv^-r  be  able   to  efface.      The  noble    com- 
.^mander  defervcd  the  panegyric  the  honourable  Gentleman 
""pronounced  on  him.    It  was  he  that  gave  ihediredlion  to  the 
bravery  of  his  companions,  and  to  the  force  with  which  he 
was  entrufted,  which  carried  fo  plentiful  a  harveft  of  glory 
to  the  country.     But  it  is  no  derogation  from  the  merit  of 
Lord  Nelfon,  or^fron^the  zeal  and  courage  of  thofe  who  fe- 
conded  his  enterprifes,  to  aflc  whofe  exertions  made  that  fleet  ^ 
difpofeable  r  Was  there  no  merit  in  fupply.ing  the  means  by 
which  the  battle  of  Aboukir  was  fought  ?     1  he  honourable 
Gentleman  alked,   was  not  intelligence  to  be    purchafed  ? 
Might  not  minifters  have  alccrtained  the  dertination  of  the 
fleet  that  failed  from  Toulon?     To  that  fpecics  of  forefighr. 
Vol.  IV.  i8oo  A  a  whic^ 
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^'hich  determines  by  the  event,  there  may  feem  no  judg- 
ment requifite  to  weigh  and  to  compare  intelligence,  and  to 
draw  a  juft  concluflon  from  contradictory  or  doubtful  infor- 
mation. Can  it  be  forgotten  with  what  unparalleled  fe^refy 
Sir  Roger  Curtis  was  detached  to  the  Mediterranean,  on  pre- 
tence of  being  fent  to  guard  Ireland  againd  threatened  inva- 
fion  ;  and  that  he  had  actually  arrived  there  before  his  coming 
"was  fufpeSed — before  it  was  known  in  this  country  that  he 
had  gone  thither  ?  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  think  that  this 
vigilance  and  precaution  had  no  (hare  in  producing  that 
achievement  to  which«he'pays  fo  jufl;  a  tribute  of  admiration  ? 
It  is  impodible.  It  requires  but  the  Ihort  enumeration  I 
have  made  to  draw  from  the  hon.  Gentleman's  admilTions  a 
teftimony  in  favour  of  the  vigilance  and  conduA  of  Adminif- 
tration.  Review  our  operations ;  let  us  confider  whether 
they  have  been  of  advantage  to  Europe.  Can  it  be  forgotten 
how  often  our  fucceffes  have  animated  our  Allies,  depreflcd 
and  difcouraged,  to  new  efforts  in  their  own  defence  !  How 
often  have  the  achievements  of  our  navy  enabled  our  Allies 
to  combine  new  meafures  of  refi (lance  againd  the  common 
enemy  ;  how  often  has  the  greateft  feparate  fiiccefs  been  felt, 
and  rccognifed  as  a  new  impulfe  given  to  Europe — as  new 
courage  and  confidence  to  thofe  nations  who  had  the  forti- 
tude to  bear  up  againfl  danger,  and  to*  prefer  (Irenuous  refift- 
ance  todaftardly  fubmiflion  ?  When  was  it  ever  known  inthe 
hiflory  of  the  world,  that  the  exploits  of  a  nation,  limited  by 
its  infular  fituation  to  a  certain  fphere  of  operation,  has  pro- 
duced fuch  decifive  refults,  and  communicated«fuch  impor- 
tant advantages  to  remote  and  diftant  Allies  ? 

But  the  hon.  Gentleman  fays  that  the  principal  advantages 
"we  have  obtained,  in  the  view  that  he  admits  any  advantages 
at  all,  have  been  at  the  expence  of  nations  lately  our  allies. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  fucceffes  we  have  obtained  over  the 
Dutch  and  Spaniards  are  not  to  be  viewed  as  acquifitions,  not 
celebrated  as  triumphs  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  have  gained  ad- 
vantages over  the  vaffals  of  France ;  over  States  that  pufilla- 
nimoufly  gave  up  their  means  and  their  refources  to  a  power 
vrhich  they  had  not  the  courage  boldlyto  refift?  If  the  Dutch 
were  forcibly  converted  into  the  allies  of  France,  as  I  think 
they  are,  though  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  former  oceafions 
found  it  convenient  to  view  them  as  willing  ones,  it  might  in 
particular  circumftances  have  been  difagreeable  to  dire^ 
againft  them  the  dedrudion  of  hoftile  operation.  If  they 
had  boldly  exerted  ihe  courage  and  perfcverance  of  their  an- 
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ceftors  in  the  defence  of  their  independence — if  they  had  de- 
manded in  vain  the  adiflance  of  this  country  to  combine  its 
efforts  wiih  theirs  againfl  the  enemy  of  their  liberties,  and 
thofe  of  Europe — if,  as  fomeof  the  hon.  Gentleman's  Friends 
advifed,  we  had,  in  defiance  of  facrednefs  of  treaties,  refufed 
to  fulfil  our  engagements — if  we  had  refufed  to  lend  them 
our  troops  to  fight  by  their  fide,  as  in  former  times,  againft 
thefc  invaders,  then  might  we  have  been  accufed  of  turning 
againft  them  our  arms,  when  acting  in  a  compulfive  hpftility, 
which  we  Wad  contributed  no  friendly  affiftance  to  avert.  Biit 
when  we  faw  thofe  refources  which,  if  manfully  drawn 
forth,  would  have  fecured  independence,  employed  to  en- 
creafe  the  wealth  and  to  fupport.the  hoftility  ot  France,  were 
we  to  hefitate  to  deprive  them  of  that  which  was  to  be  em- 
ployed to  our  annoyance  and  deftruftion.  If  the  wealth,  the 
refources,  the  naval  and  military  refources  of  the  Dutch  were 
identified  with  thofe  of  France,  who  will  deny  that  it  was  po- 
litic and  neceflary  to  prevent  the  poifeflions  of  the  Dutch* 
from  being  converted  into  inftruments  of  hoftility  in  the 
hands  of  their  fiibduers,  againA  a  people  who  had  difinte- 
reftcdly  exerted  themfelves  for  their  proiedion. 

The  fame  courfe  of  argument  was  employed' in  regard  to 
Spain ;  we  were  told  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  we  had 
rendered  Spain,  but  little  inclined  to  annoy  us,  an  adive  and 
important  ally  of  our  enemy.  Spain,  he  fays,  was  our 
friend.  Well!  Did  (he  not  abandon  us  in  defiance  of  the 
mod  folemn  engagements  ?  I  do  not  recoiled  that  in  the  dif- 
cuflions  which  the  fubjedl  of  the  war  ha€  fo  often  produced,  a 
fingle  voice  was  ever  heard  in  this  Houfe  to  doubt  the  pufil- 
lanimiry,  the  want  of  faith,  the  atrocity,  which  diftinguiOied 
the  treacherous  departure  of  the  Councils  of  Madrid  frohi  the 

.  caufe  of  Europe.  Ncve^  was  there  a  fingle  voice  heard  to 
doubt  the  juftice  of  our  warfare  againft  a  (late  that  bafely 
(hrunk  from  the  ti^s  of  a  generous  confederacy  to  the  degra- 
dation of  a  hollow  alliance  with  the  foe  (he  deteftcd.  If 
then  Spain,  like  Holland,  inglorioufly  forfook  a  manly, 
though  a  dangerous  (Iruggle,  and  became  the  humble  vaffal 
of  France,  were  we  to  allow  the  preponderance  of  the  enemy 
to  draw  forth  and  embody  againft  us  all  the  means  of  Spain  ; 
were  we  to  fee  the  navy  of  Spain  united  to  that  of  France, 
without  an  effort  to  dtfconcert  or  to  puni(h  that  foul  aiFocia- 
tion  i  Can  we  forget  that  the  only  atchievement  of  the 
French  fleet,,  efcaped  for  a  moment  from  years  of  blockade, 

•was  to  fail  to  Cadiz,  and  bring  off,  in  triumph^  the  Spanifh 

A  a  2  fleet. 
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fleet,  to  bo  retained  in  Bred,  partly  as  an  hoftage  againd 
Spain,  and  as  an  inflrument  of  hodility  againfl  ihts  couiv- 
Xtf}  And  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  think  it  provoking jlhe 
Spaniards  ;  that  it  is  iimnanly,  unnecellary,  hodiliry,  to 
prevent  the  rennnant  of  the  Navy  of  Spain  from  being  fur- 
rendered  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy — no  lefs  as  a  badge  of 
the  ruin  and  fiibmidion  of  that,  wretched  kingdom,  than  as 
affording  additional  means  to  our  rivals  to  execute  their  plans 
of  inveterate  acrimony  towards  the  peace  and  pfofperity  of 
the  Brinfli  empire. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  ran  over  the  catalogiie  of  the  cold- 
sial  podefllons  we  had  acquired  with  a  (Irange  air  of  .indiiFe* 
rence,  as  if  what  he  enumerated  had  been  fomething  too  vile 
and  worthlefs  to  d'^cll  upon.  I  do  not  intend  merely  more 
than  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  dwell  upon  thefe  poiats,  though 
the  confideratloQ  that  it  was  a  revfew  of  our  triumphs,  of  the 
memorials  of  our  glory,  mi^ht  render  the  fiKvey  not  unplea- 
•  fant  or  unprofitable.  Martinique,  St.  Lucie,  Tobago!  And 
doesthe  bon.  Gentleman  realty  proceed  through  the  enume- 
zation  with  that  fovcreign  contempt  which  he  profeflcs?  I 
recolleft  that,  m  the  laft  peace,  in  which  I  had  fome  (hare.,, 
thcfc  iflands  in'  the  Weft- Indies  were  fuppofed  to  have  no 
fmall  importance.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  ihcn  in 
Parliament,  and  ihere  is  nothing  ot  fyllem  or  connexion,  ia 
his  opinion,  to  lead  me  to  conjeflurc  what  nvight  hav,e  been 
his  fentiments  on  the  topics  then  difpntcd.  But  I  remember 
well  that  fome  of  ihofe  gentlemen,  whom  I  have  long  been 
accii domed  to  fee  oppofhe  to  me,  and  one  or  two  of  whom 
I  ftill  perceive,  particularly  one  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  She- 
ridan), whofe  accuracy  will  correal  aie  if  1  am  wrong,  who 
contended  (Irenuoufly  for  the  importance  of  lliefe  Vflands.  St. 
Lucie  alone  was  reprefented  to  be  fomething  equal  in  value 
to  Martinique,  which  was  called  the  Key  of  the  Weft  Ij^iies. 
1  know  not,  indeed,  how  their  value  may  now  have  *beei* 
funk  ;  though,  in  all  the  circumftances  which  attended  ihc 
laft  peace,  the  cefrioi>  of  Tobago  alone  was  confulered  as  a 
ihameful  abandonment  of  our  nation;il  interefts.  Thofc 
who  clamoured  fur  that  peace  were,  I  confcis,  fufiiciently 
difpofcd  to  ohje6l  to  its  provifions  after  it  was  concluded. 
But  never tht lefs,  however,  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and 
the  circumftances  under  which  the  American  war  termi- 
nated, all  authorities  admitted  the  importance  of  ihofe  iflands 
which  ihc  hon.  Gemleman  now  holds  fo  cheap. 

But^ 
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^Buty  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  conceive  the  acqnifition  of 
Minorca ^10  be  of  no  iqiporiance  to  the  intereds  of  this  coun- 
try in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Even  Malta,  he  views  as  un» 
worthy  of  being  ranked  in  the  fcale  of  our  acquifiiions^  be- 
aaufe  it  did  not  belong  to  France. — But  does  he  conceive  it 
to  be  nothing  to  refcuo  from  France  thofe  poflefnons,  which 
by  fraud  or  injufticc  (he  may  have  conquered  ?  Egypt,  he 
fays,  is  an  acquifiiion  immenfely  in  favour  of  France  !  Then 
Malta  mufl  be  an  acquifition  immenfely  in  favour  of  this 
country,  to  counterbalance  the  importance  of  Egypt,  and  to 
counteract  thofe  projedts  which  France  might  entertain 
againft  our  Indian  empire.  Surely  then  the  Houfe  mud  be 
fenfible  of  the  Orange  want  of  candour  which  dilates  the 
fyftem  of  comparifon  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  rcfts  upon^ 
in  reviewing  the  refpedive  acquifitions  of  France  and  Great 
Britain.  Is  it  fair  or  juft  to  enumerate  on  the  fide  of  France 
every  thing  that  ib  advantageous  to  her,  and  to  (link  off  from 
the  balance  of  England,  every  thing  which  has  contributed 
to  her  fecurify,  by  adding  to  her  means,  what  the  enemy 
iTiight  have  employed  for  her  dedruction  ? 

But  it  is  faid  that  we  have  abforbed  all  the  pofleflions  of 
the  Dutch.  It  is  true  that  we  have  obtained  ppifeflion  of 
thofe  places  which,  however  little  their  intrinfic  value  to  us, 
may  be  an  obje6l  of  great  importance  as  the  keys  of  the 
eafl.  Will  it  be  denied  that,  if  ever  the  Dutch  (hould  again 
be  difpofcd  to  renew  that  alliance  with  us  which  in  former 
times  has  proved  no  lefs  benefkia^  to  both  countries  than  to 
Europe  in  general,  it  will  be  more  advantageous  for  them 
to  have  thofe  pofleflions  under  4 he  guardian thfp  and  keep»of 
Great  Britain,  than  in  the  hands  of  France  ?  We  know  that 
in  1787  they  would  have  been  feized  as  inftrumenis  of  an- 
noyance to  this  country :  they  would  now  have  been  em- 
ployed to  the  fame  purpofc.  We  were  bound  by  felf-defcncc 
to  anticipate  the  enemy's  defigns— we  were  bound  to  prevent 
the  wealth  and  refources  of  the  Dutcn,  the  means  of  feeding  ^ 
their  riches,  from  being  transferred  to  the  enemy  by  whom 
they  '.vere  opprefl'ed. 

Reviewing  then  the  circumftances  and  fuccef$  of  this  war, 
wiih  the  events  of  former  wars,  even  thofe  to  which  »bt  pub- 
lic may  look  with  particular  triumph,  or  individuals  with  a  . 
fond  partiality,  J  cannot  think  that  the  prefent  yields,  in  the 
importance  of  its  fuccefs,  to  the  mod  brilliant  period  of  our 
l)iftory.  I  (hall  not  compare  it  minutely  with  the  glory  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  war,  nor  with  the  glorious  fuc* 
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cefles  of  the  feven  years  war.  Its  advantages  have  been  as 
•cxtenfive,  as  folid,  and  as  important  as  any  that  ever  were 
-purchafed  by  our  armies.  I  might  dwell  on  the  exploits  of 
a  campaign  in  India,  planned  by  the  wifdom  and  forefight  a{ 
a  right  hon.  Friemi  of  mine,  and  executed  with  fuch  vigour, 
prompiitude;  and  zeal,  by  all  defcriptions  of  our  troops. 
Great  as  the  exploits  of  Lord  Clive  were,  and  folid  as  the 
•fucceflcs  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  vidories  in  the  Myforc 
have  not  been  furpafled  in  importance  by  .any  that  had  graced 
our  ftandard  in  the  eafl.  Tippoo  furely  was  not  forced  into 
the  war?  Was  he  not  in  India,  what  France  had  been  long 
to  us  in  Europe,  the  inveterate  and  irreconcilable  foe  of 
England  ;  in  adual  league  with  the  enemy  ;  the  very  aflb- 
ciate  on  whofe  co-operation  the  expedition  to  Egypt  was 
expeded  to  produce  its  full  effefls'of  mifchief  to  Great 
Britain  ? 

But  this  is  but  one  view,  and  perhaps  not  the  mod  advan- 
tageous view  of  the  fubjcfl.  It  is  not  what  we  have  ac- 
quired, but  what  we  have  kept,  that  ought  to  be  taken  as 
the  ftandard  of  fuccefs  in  the  prefent  conte(h  It  is  faid  that 
the  war  was  undertaken  to  reduce  the  power  of  France. 
Gentlemen  may  afcribe  to  Government  whatever  views  may 
fuit  their  purpofe.  •  This  we  know,  however,  that  the  war 
•was  entered  into  bccairfe  France  would  not  allow  us  to  re- 
.xnaio  at  peace  without  abandoning  our  national  faith,  our 
conftitution,  our  profperity,  our  independence.  Let  it  be 
confidered  too  undor  what  difficulties,  not  arifing  out  of 
caufes  conne£led  with  the  war,  this  conteft  has  been  carried 
on.  Con  fide  r  that  we  have  encountered  fcarcity  four  times, 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  feafons.  We  have  had  to  ftn^gle 
againft  mercantile  convulftons,  the  caufes  of  which  have 
never  been  traced  to  the  war.  .We  have  experienced  re- 
verfes  and  difappointments  froth  the  complicated  nature  of 
the  means  by  which  the  objeS  was  profecuted,  reverfes  in- 
deed which  thofe  who  aScii  to  feel  the  mofl,  endeavour  to 
hold  fbrth  to  deprefs  the  country,  and  to  extingui!h  its  fpirit. 
Even  the  fudden  turn  of  affairs,  which  thofe  who  reafon 
from  the  event,  and  thofe  who  afcribe  to  defign  what  is  the 
refult  of  fortune,  as  they  afcribe  to  mifcondud  what  is  tho 
refult  of  unfortunate  combinations  of  circumftances,  con- 
fider  as  a  decifive  proof  of  the  want  of  foreiight  in  minif- 
icrs,  I  will  venture  to  aflert  was  that  which  on  all  thofe  juft 
grounds  of  probability  which  guide  the  judgment  of  ftatef- 
mcn,  was  that  which  was  the  leaft  to  be  cxpeded.     All  the 
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fober  principles  of  calculation,  all  the  found  maxims  of  life, 
entiTled  us  to  a  different  refult.  But  having  to  druggie  with 
fo  many  difficulties  in  the  profccution  of  the  great  objedlsof 
the  war,  difficulties  arifing  from  the^nfaithful  performance 
of  engagetnents  contradled  by  our  alnes,  from  defertion,  from 
treachery  in  fome,  from  a  (hange  vcrfalility  and  caprice  in* 
others,  as  in  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  is  it  mat- 
ter of  furprife  that  the  war  (hould  be  chequered  with  vi- 
ciffitudes  ?  Arc  ihefe  changes  to  be  afcribcd  as  crimes  to  Mi- 
nifters  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  not  that  unequivocal  fuccefs* 
'v^hich  has  attended  our  operations,  particularly  thofe  in 
"i^'hich  we  had  a  peculiar  (hare,  a  proof  of  the  extent  to 
which  the  refources  of  the  country-  have  been  called  forth  at 
fo  critical  a  moment  r  Is  it  no  merit  to  have  preferved  the 
Empire  entire  in  its  power,  its  refources,  its  poireffions,  its 
commerce;  to  have  preferved  our  Conftitution  unimpaired,- 
to  have  diminifhed  (as  I  think),  and  to  have  extinguished  (as 
the  hon.  Gentlem:inthinks)  the  fpirit  of  Jacobinifm  ?  Is  it 
nothing  to  have  prevented  the  enemy  from  fpreading  their 
ravage  in  every  quarter,  to  have  narrowed  the  means  and  the 
fiipply  of  their  ambition,  to  have  added  to  our  own  poflcf- 
lions,  and  to  have  annexed  to  the  caufeof  jufliceand  of  man- 
kind thofe  fources  of  wealth  and  power  which  would  hav^ 
been  employed  to  defolate  and  to  enflave  the  face  of  the  earth  ?• 
In  fpite  then  of  the  viciffitudes  of  war,  thefc  3re  refults  which 
vindicate  the  title  of  Minifters  to  fay,  that  they  have  waged  a 
fuccefsful  war.  Thefc  arc  benefits  which  will  for  ever  fe- 
cure  them  from  the  regret  of  having  embarked  in  mcafures 
which  have  failed,  and  of  having  aded  upon  a  policy  by 
which  they  have  been  difappointed. 

,The  hon.  Gentleman  admits,  however,  that  tbe  navy  de-' 
ferves  the  higheft  praife  ;  but  he  fays,  and  I  think  the  wcrd 
is  rather  unguarded,  that  the  army  h!ls,  in  all  its  operations*' 
been  difjj raced  ;  [Mr.  Tierney  faid  that  the  difgrace  they  had 
fuftaincd  arofe  folely  from  the  conduct  of  adminiftration.] 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  no  doubt,  wifhes  to  impute  every  dif- 
grace to  Minifters,  as  it  is  now  moft  convenient  for  his  pur- 
pofe  to  do  fo.  It  will  be  feen,  however,  when  the  fubjeft  is 
enquired  into  ^  [thci  Oppufition  called  hear!  hear!  faying  it 
was  what  they  wanted],  the  Gentlemen  oppofite  are  anxious 
to  feize  on  a  word  which  is  employed  to  ilgnify  difcufTed. 
When  the  matter  then  is  difcufled,  it  will  be  feen  to  whom 
the  blame  of  it  is  imputable,  or  rather  it  will  be  proved  that 
there  is  not  the  leail  foundation  fur  the  charges  which  the 
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hon.  Grntleit  an  his  advance  J.  An  enquiry  is  demanded,  but 
15=  it  poii.blc  that  the  Houfc  could  liften  to  motions  of  this 
kiiid  every  Uiome  u  fome  pcrfons  thought  proper  to  bring  a 
v^gue  and  general  charge  of  nritfcondudl  i  It  is  enoughi  that 
on  general  grounds  of  argument  and  prefumption,  it  can  be 
{hewn  that  there  is  na  necefllty  for  fuppofing  any  thing 
Wrong.  It  can  never  be  the  duty  of  this  Houfc  to  encou- 
raj?e  fuch  a  difpofition. 

.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  dates  that  the  prefcnt  war  has 
coll  double  the  expence  and  employs  double  the  force  of  the 
fevc^n  years  war.  But  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  not  refle(il 
that)  when  he  contends^  as  he  has  done  to. night,  that  the 
price  of  all  confumable  articles  is  fo  much  enhanced,  that  he 
gives  to  Miniflers  the  praife  of  having,  with  double  the  ex- 
pence,  employed  double  the  efFoctive  force,  while  the  change 
<?f  the  value  of  money  and  the  rife  of  commodities  ought  to  * 
bavc  allowed  only  a  proportion  very  much  below  that  which 
he  allows.  It  is  abfurd  therefore  to  fay,  that  double /ucccfs 
4iuj>ht  to  have  been  expected  from  the  means  with  which  Mi- 
niltcrs  were  entrufted.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  forgets  ano- 
tJier  very  efilntial  confideration  which,  on  fome  occafionSv 
he  and  his  ir lends  feel  with  fufficient  force.  Does  he  forget 
4hc  increafed  pKwcr  of  France,  the  boaftcd  republican 
energy  ?  I  admit  that  the  violence  of  the  revolutionary 
.means,  the  inter  neglect  of  capital  and  population  (circum-^ 
fiances  which  have  not  yet  been  abandoned^  huve,  for  tempo- 
xsiTy  purpofes,  enabled  the  enemy  to  exert  prodigious  efforts: 
but,  did  not  this  circumflance  inoreafe  the  difficulty  of  the 
conteft,  and  does  it  not  enhance  the  merit  of  thefuccefs  with 
which  it  has  been  attended  ?  The  French  have  brought  into 
action  a  greater  force  than  they  ever  exerted,  even  in  the 
times  of  Louis  XIV.;  and  their  anta^onills  therefore  had 
9n  increafed  refiQance  to  overcome.  We  are  aflced  trium- 
phantly, too,  What  have  our  fleets  and  armies  done  fmce  the 
battle  of  Marengo  i  I  anfwcr,  that  they  have  difquieted  and 
alarmed  the  enemy,  divided  t^heir  forces,  and  annoyed  them 
in  a  great  variety  of  ways  and  on  the  mod  dillant  points. — 
Was  there  no  effect  produced  by  thefe  manoeuvres ;  or,  does 
the  hon.  Geniicman  think  that  a  landing  (hould  have  taken 
place  wherever  a  feint  was  made  ?  What  has  been  faid  in  ri- 
dicule of  thefe  expeditions  appears  to  me  tocontain  their  juf- 
tification.  If  an  object  be  thought  important,  furely,  if  it 
be  practicable  to  examine  the  chances  of  fuccefs  in  an  at- 
tack, to  be  prepared  to  execute  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  is 
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pofljWc  to  abancfen  h  without  lofs,  it  fcems  to  me  that  the 
operatibn  is  confiftent  ivith  the  rules  of  policy  and  prudence. 
Then,  to  fay  that  To  many  meti  went  to  fuch  a  place  and  To 
many  m^  returntid,  is,  to^cknowlcdge  the  prudence  with 
-which  thetiefign  was  planned,  and  the  wifdom  that  prefkled 
xiVCT  lis  conduct. 

V/ith  refpcft  to  the  mtlitary  operations  of  this  country, 
I  cannot  adtnit  that  either  the  cenfure  or  praiCe  belongs 
cxclnfively  to  tny  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dundas).  The 
qiieftion  then  is,  n6t  who  is  the  author,  but  whether  the 
xneafure  be  good  or  bad  ?  The  refponfibility  belongs  in  com- 
tnon  with  Minifters,  and  I.hefitate  not  to  fay,  that  whatever 
-may  be  thought  of  their  operation,  as  large  a  (hare  belongs 
to  tne  as  to  any  man. 

The  hon  Gentleman  has  alluded  to  the  alliances  of  this 
country^  and  certainly  a  very  important  obje6l  it  is  in  the 
view  of  onr  (ituation.  Was  it  the  fault  of  Minifters  if  Hol- 
land and  Spain  had  not  vigour  to  defend  themfelves,  or  fide- 
lity to  their  engagements?  Ruflia,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
contcft,  gave  to  us  at  leaft  the  mofl:  decided  aiTurtinces  of  co-» 
operation,  at  leaft  in  maritime  affairs  in  regard  to  neutnll 
veflefs,  and  we  had  nev/er  any  reafon  to  doubt  the  enmity  of 
that  Government  to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution.  We 
found  Pruffia  and  Auftria  engaged  in  the  war,  not  ftimulatcd 
by  us,  but  urged  by  a  fenfe  of  danger,  and  we  went  along 
with  them  in  common  views.  Was  it  inconfiftent  with  fc«nd 
policy  to  avail  ourfelves  of  their  aid  in  a  war  into  which  we 
had  been  compelled  to  enter?  Speculations  of  fuccefs  may 
have  been  difappotnied,  but  the  policy  of  making  common 
caufe  againfl  a  common  enemy,  whom  ail  are  bound  to  refill, 
can  furely  never  be  confidered  as  extravagant  or  unjuft.— 
Minifters  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  the  dcfertion  of  thofe, 
•who  no  lefs  falfe  to  their  own  interefts  than  to  good  faith, 
abandoned  the  Confederacy.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  no 
blame  can  be  imputed  to  Minifters  on  thegrottnds  which  the 
hon  Gentleman  has  urged ;  but  he  is  not  contented  with 
cenfuring  their  condud,  he  would  deprefs  the  courage  of  the 
people,  and  overwhelm  ihcm  with  a  gloomy  picture  of  their 
fituation.  Surely,  however,  this  is  not  the  courfe  which  at 
fuch  a  time  as  this  it  is  becoming  to  purfue.  If  Minifters 
are  incapable  of  guiding  the  affairs  of  the  nation  with^onour 
and  fuccefs,  let  them  be  removed,  but  let  not  the  ftaic  of  af- 
fairs be  held  out  to  beget  defpondency.  Too  many  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  topics  have  that  tendency.    Peace,  he  con* 
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tcndsi  is  the  remedy  for  all  the  diftrcfles  of  the  country.  A 
fecufc  and  honourable  peace,  I  admit,  would  be  defirable, 
but  why  urge  the  Argument  as  he  does,  but  to  infmuate  that 
we  mull  have  peace  at  anj  rate  r .  He  fays,  we  can  have  no 
dependence  upon  the  fidelity  of  our  allies.  If  it  were  fo, 
would  it  be  wife  atid«  pontic  to  announce  .it  to  the  world  ? 
Wo^ld  it  noi  be  to  t^U  Bonaparte  that  we*had  no  confidence 
in  our  allies,no  reMance  upon  ourfclves?  With  refpe£l  to 
Auftria,  I  am  ready  to  renew  what  I  faid  a  few  days  ago  on 
this  fubjefi.  I  (lated»  "that  from  the  firfl  communications  of 
the  Conful  to  thiscountry  and  Auftria,  which  -never  iniimat- 
•d  the  fmalleft  difpoficion  towards  joint  ncgociation,  the 
Court  of  Vienna  had  never  for  a  moment  entertained  the  de- 
fign  of  feparate  negociation.  From  the  battle  of  Marengo 
up  to  the  prefent  moment,  we  received  the  mod  unequivocal 
aSucances  of  the  fame  fidelity.  1  can  now  indeed  extend 
thefe  aflurancesa  few  days  later  than  the  lad' time  the  fubje& 
was  mentioned ;  and  I  can  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  up  to  the 
9th|  the  date  of  the  lail  advices  by  the  mail*  the  tenor  of  the 
language  held  by  our  ally  gives  the  fame  aflfurances  of  a  dif- 

rdfition  not  to  negociate  but  jointly  with  this  country.  We 
now  too»  that  very  great  exertions  have  been  made  by  the 
•Emperor  to  refiil  thofe  pretenfions  which  the  enemy  may  ad- 
vance. At  the  fame  time  in  receiving  thefe  aflurances,  I  muil 
repeat  what  I  formerly  Rated,  that  1  could  not  pledge  myfelf 
forwhat  might  be  the  condudof  Auftria  under  any  unfortu- 
nate preifure  of  affairs,  what  line  of  condud  might  be  diAated 
by  any  neceflity  or  opinion  of  neceffiiy.  All  I  can  fay  is, 
that  the  aflfurances  wc  have  received  of  the  Emperor's  fide- 
lity are  explicit  and  fatis»fac}ory.  In  prudence  and  honour 
therefore  we  are  bound  to  wait  the  prefent  crifis,  and  not  to 
give  the  fignal  by  our  condud  for  that  bafe  and  pufillani-' 
mous,  deferiion  of  our  engagements,  by  which  the  common 
caufe  has  already  beeti  fo  crtieHy  betrayed.  At  prefent  no« 
thing  calls  upon  Parliament  to  pronounce  any  new  opinion 
refpeding  the  negociation.  The  future  arrangements  with 
Auftria  muft  depend  u|!)on  future  events  ^  upon  the  view^ 
which  may  be  prefcnted  of  the  Emperor's  means  to  promote 
the  common  caufe,  and  our  ability  to  fecond  his  exertions. 
This  we  know,  that  if  a  war  is  to  be  profecuted,  a  joint* 
war  muft  be  inoft  advantageous  for  both  parties;  nor  ought 
we  to  anticipate  the  moment  v^hen  the  dcdfion  may  be  made 
on  tlve  fiilltft  informaMon. 
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The  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to  the.date  of  ou^  connedioo 
■with  Ruffia.  Rcfpeaing^he  ^rtibargo  he  mentioned,  I  can 
only  fay,  that  tho^ghi'have  received  no  information  on  the 
fubjedy  I  am  difpofed  to  believe  tbe  inteiligence  true ;  par- 
ticularly as'we.kViow  that  not  long  ago  a  fimilar  meafurie 
■was  adopted ;  an  embargo  was  laid  on  aiul  taken  oflF  in  a  few 
days;  acircumftance  by  no  means  unlikely  to  take  plage  #1^ 
the  prefent  occafioia.  Whatever  may  have  dictated  this  raj(]^ 
and  precipitate  fiep,  this  much  I  can  fay,  that  nothing  fn 
the  conduflof  thi^  Government  ever  gave  any  caiife  why  the 
magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  Paul  (houM  fo  IViddenly  have 
been  wiilidrawn  from. the  confederacy,  in  which  his  co-ope- 
ration mud  have  been  attemfed  with  fo  much  benefit  to  Eu^ 
rope;  and  that  no  ground  of  diiFerence  has  ever  exiOed-be« 
tween  the  t^o  Governments  in  any  points,  upon  uhich  any 
variety  of  opinions  can  take  place  in  this  country. 

The  ChanctUor  of  tbe  Exchequer  then  proceeded  to  anfvver 
Mr.  Tierncy's  arguments  refpefting  the  high  price  of  pro- 
vifions.  He  repeated  his  former  arguments  to  flicw  thai  the 
war  could  only  have  a  very  fimitcd  ttfeSt  to  add  to  the  diftrefs 
occafioned  by  unfavourable  feafons,  or  to  occaflon  fcarcity 
at* any  time,  bccaufe  during  (everal  years  of  the  war,  when 
all  the  caufes  of  dearuefs  exiiied,  the  prices  of  corn  was  very 
low.  This  fa£l  took  place  when  the  war,  the  Income  Tax, 
the  (toppage  of  the  Bank,  and  the  increafe  of  paper  credit  had 
prevailed.  As  the  efFeft  had  not  followed  in  the  years  1798 
and  J  799,  it  was  evident  that  thefe  caufes  had  no  neceflary 
tendency  to  produce  dearnefs.  Thefe  fafls  iherefo  e  would 
be  found  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  the  argument  urged  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in. all  the  ihapes  it  might  be  alfumed. 

As  to  the  coiifumption  and  wade  occafioned  by  the  war  in 
tbe  army  and  navy,  there  is  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  the 
afllertion.  The  whole  amount  of  (he  confumption  (including 
wafte)  for  the  fcrvice  of  our  forces,  is  only  between  a  401b 
and  5pih  of  the  wluile  confumption  of  the  couj>try.  It  is  no^ 
more  toe^i  individual  than  l>c  wcxildconfumeat  home,  flow 
then  coiild^hc  wade  a^.d  con&imption  ^rom  this  c^ufe produce 
any  confiderable  imprelfion  -upon  the  general  price  of  the 
commmlify?  It  48  not  eight  days  provjfion  of  tbe  country. 
In  the  eight  days  too  \^  included  alj  the  firovifi(m  w.hich  come9 
from  Ireland.  It  is  ridiculous,  and  worfe  than  ridiculous, 
then  to  afcribc  the  dcarnefs  to  the  war,  which,  en  the  highcft 
t^lculation,  confumes  only  that  proportion  I  liave  Aated» 
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while  the  Committee  in  their  Report  inform  ns»  that  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  crop,  after  a  bad  year,  is  nearly  one- fourth. 

The  hon.  ricnilcman  dated  likewife  that  the  war  would 
cccafion  a  high  importation  price.  The  faS,  however,  is*, 
that  no  fuch  effefl  could  take  place :  ihc  piice  abroad  would 
be  affcfled  in  proportion  to  the  demand  j  but  the  importatioi^ 
here  is  mtended,  and  mxift  produce  a  fall  of  price — it  is  to  ' 
fill  up  the  gap  in  our  own  fupply.  Whatever  is  paid  on  th^ 
foreign  corn,  will  diminiih  the  price  which  the  people  here 
would  have  paid.  The  importarion  therefore  fjves  money 
\6  the  community,  by  keeping  down  the  price  in  the  homp 
mat'ket.  That  the  fupply  will  be  obtained  is  evident  from 
*the  vaft  quantity  imported  laft  year,  even  under  many  unfa* 
VoiirabJe  drcumftances. 

The  next  atgumcnt  of  the  hon.  G.etitleman  is,  that  the 
taxes  raife  the  price,  together  with  an  enormous  circu- 
lating paper  iifucd  (ince  the  ftoppage  of  the  ^ank.  That 
fome  ta^ces  tend  to  raifc  the  price  of  corn  is  true;  but  the 
effcGt  of  others  to  do  fo  can  fcarccly  be  cakulattd  it  is  fo. 
trifling.  It  has  bqen  fald  that  the  income  tax  alone,]  by  it$ 
fuddcn  demand  on  the  farmer,  is  a  fufficient  explanation  of 
the  high  prices.  The  fadl  is,  however,  that  the  incrcafcd 
J)riceon  grain  muft  have  prodivced  to  the  farmers  more  thar\ 
all  the  amount  of  the  inco^ne  tax.  AH  the  proportioi;i  laid  o^ 
that  clafs  is  2oc,cocl. :  how,  then,  could  the  farmers,  in  cn- 
Sleavouring  to  (hi ft  their  fmall  proportion  of  ina>me  tax,  oc- 
cafion  fo  enormoti5  an  increafe  as  has  certainly  taken  place  ? 
)t  had  been  faid  that  a  grcar  encrcafe  of  paper  circulation  had 
laken  p1ace»  It  was  not  Co.  The  bank  had  iiVued  paper  \r\ 
a  very  trifling  proportion  indcciji,  beyond  what  they  had  done 
in  time  of  peace.  The  vaft  demand  for  capital  in  the  ex- 
tended commerce  of  this  country  would  abforb  a  much 
i^reater  (quantity.  There  has  been  an  increafe  of  a  third  at 
fcafl  in  our  imports  and  exports.  But  the  quantity  of  circu- 
la.ting  medium  had  not  been  increafed  nearly  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a  third.  Bcfides,  a  concltifive  argument  that  the 
country  was  not  over/iocked  with  circi^ating  paper  was,  that 
£xcheq\fer  bills  were  at  a  premium,  inflead  of  being  at  a 
difcotmt.  He  next  went  overfinre  of  Mr.  Tiirrney's^calcu- 
Kations.  He  contended  that  ihe  iiicome  tax  had  anfwcred  it^ 
6bjefl,  and  that  if  perfevered  in,  would  relieve  the  public 
Credit.  He  admitted  that' the. longer  the  income  tai  was  to 
continue,  the  more  it  niight  become  proper  to  convert  part  of 
it  into  capital,  the   intereft  of  which  would  be  provided, 
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becauTe  if  continued  to6  long,  it  would  lofe  the  chara&er  of 
a  war  ta^      He  concluded  with  opporing.the  motion* 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  faid*  that  ailufions  having  been  made 
oh  feme  former  occaflons,  as  well  as  this  night,  to  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  country,  and  it  having  been  iniir 
nuaccd  that  the  p^per  of  the  bank  of  England  had  beeg 
increafed  to  an  amount  which  would  not  have  been  doof 
if  the  bank  had  beerl  fubjefk  to  di&harge  it  in  fpede»  as 
^Ifo,  that  thi:*  Increafe  had  affe£led  the  price  of  provifions,  hf 
felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  inform  the  Houfe  and  the  coimtjry 
what  the  increafe  had  been.  .  Firft,  he  would  fay*  that  th^ 
amount  of  b^nk  notes  in  circulation  in  the  ye^rs  179J 
and  1798,  had  not  exceeded  the  average  of  thofe  iiFued  in 
17QO,  17Q1,  and  1792.  Secondly,  that  the  highefl  number 
iflucd  in  the  prefent  year  did  not  furpafs  the  amount  of  thofe 
ifiiied  in  the  former  period  more  than  one- fifth.  When  it 
was  conTidered  that  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt' payable 
at  the  bank  was  more  than  doubled  within  the  period  alluded 
to,  and  that  the  exports  and  imports  were  incrcafed  more 
than  onc-ihird,  he  was  fiircjhe  Hogfc  would  think  this  au^T 
mentaiLun  no  more  than  was  abfolutcly  neceflary  for  thecir* 
Cidation  of  the  country  ;  and  he  affured  the  Houfe,  that  the 
dire6lors  were  governed  by  principles  of  the  fame  prudc^ice 
and  difcreiion  by  which  ihcy  had  always  been.  He  (laledf 
ihat  the  amount  of  vne  and  two  pound  notes  did  not  make  a 
part  of  the  calculation  he  had  dated  to  the  Houfe,  as  bei<)g 
no  part  of  the  circulation  in  the  firil  mentioned  period  they 
could  not  be  taken  into  the  calculation,  but  their  proportion 
was  very  fmall  to  the  whole ;  he  was  therefore  of  opinion  the 
ilTue  of  the  bank  paper  could  not  have  affei^ed  the  price  of 
provifians  ;  and  from  the  bed  opinions  he  could  colled,  be 
did  not  ihink  the  ifTue  of  other  paper  had  done  fo. 

Mr.  Grey.  It  is  under  confiderable  cxnbarraflment  that  I 
rife,  Sir,  to  attempt  any  reply  to  the  loog.and  able  fpeech 
which  the  Houfe  1)as  jufl  heard  from  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman.  To  follow  all  the  details  into  which  that  fpeech 
has  fo  varioufly  branched,  it  is  by  no  means  my  intention, 
With  many  of  thofe  details  I  do  not  prufefs  to  be  conveifant, 
or  to  be  able  to'difcufs  them  with  that  knowledge  and  per- 
fpicuiiy  which  fo  prciminently  marked  the  fpeech  of  my  ho- 
noqrable  friend,  or  that  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman. 
There  were,  however,  fomc  topics  touched  upon,  of  which 
piy  duty  to  the  public  impcrioufly  calla  upon  me  to  take  no-, 
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tkc,  and  which  I  cannot  permit  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  dccJ- 
ffon  upon,  witTibut  offering  fuch  obfervations  as  thcjy  feem  to 
fuggeft.  Declining,  therefore,  to"  dwell  upon  points,  for 
the  diraifTion  of  whfch,  I  feel  myfcjf  lefs  qualified,  let  me 
entreat  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments^ 
while  I  glance  at  the  general  ftatetoent  held  out  by  the  right 
li6ift)urable  Geatlcrhan.  It  will  not,  I  truft,  be  faid,  that 
what  I'have  to  oKferve  is  meant,  or  has  any  tendency,  to  de- 
prefs  the  fptrits  of  the  country,  to  encourage  defpondcncy,  or 
to  difpofe  the  public  mind  to  fubmit  to  ignominious  and  un- 
rcfafonable  terms  of  peace.  Far  be  it  from  my  honourable 
Friend  or  me  to  harbour  any  fuch  intention,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent, Str,  that  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe  will  protefl  us  from 
fuch  an  imputation.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman  has 
trod  back  his  former  ground,  .and  has  urged  his  ufual  objec- 
tions againft  an  enquiry:  It  can  only,  he^fays,  beproduc- 
lire  of  inconvenience  ;  it  mufl  obftrud  tiie  courfe  ot  public 
biifinefs,  and  that  at  a  moment  when  the  peculiar  fnuation  in 
which  thc'country  is  now  placed,  fo  (Wrongly  calls  upon  all 
/tbofe  who  feel  for  its  diftrelfes  or  its  interefts,  to  exert  their 
inmoft  to  facilitate  and  promote  it.  I  fhall  not  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  right  honotirabte  Gentleman  in  fearching  the 
journals  for  precedents  when  enquiries  were  granted,  or  why 
they  have  been  granted.  It  is  fuiHcient  for  me  that  I  feel  the 
necefHty  and  the  propriety  of  thoroughly  examining  into  our 
fitnation,  not  that  the.exacnination  may  create  defpondency  \ 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  may  point  out  the  meafures  we 
(houlcl  purfue  in  order  to  remove  the  difficulties  under  which 
we  labour,  and  regain  that  rank  and  eminence  to  which'  we 
are  entitled  to  afpire.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman  has 
ftated  two  cafes,  when  a  particular  conjun£iure  of  circtjra- 
ftances  called  for  and  jufiified  an  enquiry  into  the  flate  of  the 
nation  :  One  was  the  melancholy  occafion  when  the  unfortu- 
nate indifpofitton  of  hisMajefty  made  it  neceffary  to  appoint 
a  regency:  The  other,  when  the  India  Bill,  which  had 
widely  agitated  the  nation,  was*  brought  under  parliamentary 
difcuflEon.  Although  I  do  not  come  prepared  with  precedents, 
I  fttll  recollcft  otie  when  an  enquiry  was  moved  for,  and 
in  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  took  a  prominent 
part  in  promoting  the  motion.  It  was  at  the  clofe  of  a  long, 
difaftrous  war,  and  when  the  country  was  in  a  fituation  of 
great  difficulty  and  danger.  I  allude.  Sir,  to  the  conclufion 
of  the  American  war ;  at  that  perii)d  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nmin  preiFcd  for  an  enquiry  on  the  general  ground  of  its  nc- 
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cefTuy*  In  fo  doing  he  firiAly  adhered  to  parliamentary 
ufage^  uninfluenced,  no  doubt,  by  an^  improper  laotives, 
but  fwayed  merely  by  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  to  the  public.  But 
bbfore  I  proceed  further,  let  me  be  permitted  to  a(k,  is  no( 
the  prefent  a  peculiar  conjunfture-of  affairs,  which  en^ 
braces  all  the  interefls,  and  which  involves  even  the  eKtft* 
ence  of  the  country  ?  Let  me  call  upon  gentlemen,  and  a(k 
them  ^o  lay  their  hands  u^on  their  hearts  aiid  fay,  if  our  pee- 
fent  fituation  is  not  one**^reat  difficulty  and  danger,'  nayf  ot 
difficulty  and  danger  uAch  more  alarming  than  that  which 
took  place  at  the.  end  of  the  American  war  ?  Yet  at  tha( 
period  a  committee,  fuch  as  is  now  moved  for,  was  deemed 
jieceflary,  and  at  the  prefent  will  it  be  refufed  1  Mod  likely; 
for  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  re- 
peat an  aflertion  made  a  few  nights  ago  by  a  right  honourable 
Friend  of  his  (Mr.  Uundas) ;  (an  afTcnion  which  argued  the 
moft  perfeS  calloufnefs  to  the  fufferings  of  the  couutry) 
namely,  that  the  war  in  vVhich  we  are  now  engaged,  was  a 
war  of  unexampled  ticcefs.  This  declaration  the  right  ho- 
iiourable  Gentleman,  with  all  his  fuperior  refponfibility,  has 
not  hefitated  to  repeat ;  and  this  declaration  and  aflertion,  as 
he  touched  ob  the  different  points  of  my  honourable  Friend's 
fpccch,  he  endeavoured  to  fdpport  by  a  ftrain  of  argumen's 
which  I  confefs  to  have  been  furprifed  at  finding  the  Houfe 
to  have  received  fo  well,  ' 

In  fiiffporting  this  aAcrtion,  he  fometimes  indulged  in  play- 
fulnefs  and  merriment,  at  others,  he  was  elated  with  exulta- 
tion and  with  triumph. .  Yet  never  was  there  an  ailertioa 
made  more  revolting  to  the  feelings,  or  more  infuhing  to  the 
underftanding  of  the  people,  efpecially  if  we  attend  to  the 
circiimfta«ccs  in  which  the  country  is  placed,  or  to  the  jnf- 
tice  with  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  coiild  maka 
fuch  an  aiTertion,  or  attempt  to  aifume  fuch  a  lone  and 
language.  In  juftihcation  ot  that  tone  and  triumph  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  enumerates  a  detail  of  his  conquers — 
the  capture  of  St.  Lucie,  of  Martinique,  of  Tobago,  and 
the  dethroning  of  the  perfidious  Tippoo.  He  next  acoufes 
my  honourable  Friend  of  palTing  over  in  ungrateful  and  invi- 
dious filence  the  fplendld  achievements  of  the  .navy.  This 
accufation  I  cannot  help  regarding^  as  unfounded— for  my 
honourable  Friend  gave  full  credit  to  the  courage,  the  (kill, 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  navy.  In  that  tribute  I  cordially 
jcin  with  him,  and  readily  confefs  that  the  exploits  of  our 
f4iIors  and  admirals  have  been  of  fuperior,  or  at  lead  of  equal 
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fpIeri<Iour,  with  any  the  moft  glorious  that  adoru  the  page  of 
our  naval  hiftory.     On  the  condud,  fprrit,  anddifcipline  o€ 
the  aimy  I  am  likewife  ready^  to  bellow  a  due  tribute'  of 
praif(6,  although  their  exertions  have  not  been  crowned  with 
the  fame  fuccefs.     But  I  am  alfo  prepared  to  fay  that  what- 
ever may  have  been  our  naval  fuccefl'^s  during  the  war,  they 
cannot  counterbalance  the   difafters  we  have   fuftaincd.      It 
mny  continue  to  be  called  a  war  of  unrxampled  fuccefs  ;  but 
fzQ,  will  (hew  it  to  be  a  war  marked  bv  a  fupereminent 
ieries  of  difaflers,  an  unparalleled  accunnlation  of  calami- 
ties.    What !  after  ten  campaigns,  wImcH  are  boafted  to  hare 
been  fo  fuccefstul,  is  the  country  rcduoerf  to  ir^  prefent  fitua* 
lion,  which,  with  Switt,  I  mui\  lik<:n  to  a  :  ck  mjin  dying^ 
vrith  the  moft  laudable  fymptoin«s  ?     It  in  fp'ic  nf  its  flourifli- 
ing  revenue,  of  its  extended  commerce,  of  its  unexampled 
fucceffes,  the  nation  is   plunged  in  greater  difficulties  and 
didrefs  than  almod  at  any  other  period,  what,  Sir,  can  I  do 
but  exclaim 

At  (u  Vli^rix  Pr&vwcla  p/crar  t 
And  here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  the  feelings  and  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe.  Has  the  ftatenxcnt.  Sir,  which  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  give  of  the 
contluS  and  events  of  the  war,  any  thing  thai  argues  fairnefs 
and  candour,  any  thing  that  befpeaks  rhe  ability  of  a  ftatef- 
•  man  ?  He  afleris  that  our  feparate  fuccefs  during  the  war  is 
imexampled.— Will  all  his  colleagues  join  in  the  aflfertion  ? 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  \thc  Secretary  at  War)  affert 
that  the  advantages  gained  by  the  war  are  equ^l  to  the  dangers 
to  which  the  country  is  now  cxpofed  ?  If  he  does,  pray,  ac- 
cording to  what  rule  docs  he  meafure  our  fuccefs;  by  what 
criterion  does  he  attempt  to  afcertain  it  ?  The  mode  adopted 
by  my  honourable  Friend  1  think  the  bed,  and  therefore  I 
willingly  adopt  it.— According  to  him  the  faircft  way  of  ef- 
timating  our  fuccefs  is  to  compare  it  with  the  objeft  of  the 
war,  and  to  difcover  how  far  we  have  accompUftied  that  ob- 
jed.  If  wc  have  failed  of  attaining  our  ubjed,  how  can  we 
pretend  to  be  fuccefsful  \  or  what  is  in  reality  a  fuccefsful 
war  (  In  order  to  form  fome  notion  of  it,  1  would  go  back  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  five  laft  wars  iu  which  this  country  has  been 
engaged.  The  two  firft  were  carried  on  nearly  on  the  fame 
grounds  as  the  prefent :  The  firft  was  engaged  In  by  King 
William  to  reduce  the  power  and  humble  the  pretenfions  of 
France.  Under  his  wife  and  able  adminiftration  that  war 
was  followed  by  a  peace  that  very  nearly  attained  ihc  objeft 
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of  theconteft.  King- William's  right  was  acknowledged,  the 
|>rovinces  called  the  Re-ynion  were  reftored,  and  upon  the 
whc»)e,  the  ifllie  of  the  war  might  be  regarded  as  fuccefsful. 
The  next  war  was  imdertaken  to  prevent  the  union  of  the 
crowns  of  France  and  Spain.     This  objedl  was  alfo  accom- 
pli Ihed.     The  Pretender   was  moreover  compelled  to  quit 
f  ranee  ^  we  were  reinftated  in  our  colonial  pofTeffions,  &c. 
This  then  may  alfo  be  ftyU-d  a  fuccefsful  warl     In  the  war 
v>f  40,  if  England  gained  nothing,  at  lead  (he  loft  nothings 
ftnd  the  peace  replaced  her  in  the ^at us  '^uo  ante  helium.     The 
war  conduced  under  the  aufpiccs  of  the  right  honourable 
Oentleman's  illuftrious  father  was  a  war,  the  fuccefles  of 
which  were  not  gaudily  emblazoned  in  figures  of  rhetpric,  or 
puerilely  celebrated  with  the  rattle  of  high  founding  periods, 
but  a  war,  the  vigorous  profecution  of  which  tncreafed  ou^* 
.^profpcrity,  and  added  to  our  national  glory.     Thefc  then  arc 
wars  that  mayjuflly  be  called  fuccefsful  ;  and  if  we  com^ 
|)arc  them  with  the  prefent  war,  what  will  be  the  refult  ? 
What  was  the  object:  of  the  war?   The  fuppreflion,  the  ck- 
tinflion   of  jacobinifm.     Are   the  jacobins  exterminated? 
Have  we  cxtinguiftied  their  fpirit  ?     So  far  from  it,  is  not 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  hMmbled  to  the  necedity  of 
treating  with  that  very  man  who,  in  the  elation  of  one  of 
•his  triumphs,  he  thought  proper  to  denominate  the  child  and 
champion  of  jacobinifm,  the  wild  enthufjaftic  fupporter  of 
<its  power,  and  the  gaudy  puppit  of  its  folly  I  Has  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  diminilhed  the  power  or  checked  the 
•ambitious  career  of  France  ?    Look  at  the  pr^jet  which  he 
•himfelf  has  propofcd  to  the  Chief  Confui.     Examine  that 
projet,  and  (ay  the  objed  of  the  war  is  attained ;  its  fuccefs 
is  unexampled  !     Holland  was  to  be  refcued  ;  ihe  is  flill,  as 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  defcribes  her,  a  valFal  of 
France.    Belgium  was  to  be  wrefted  from  France.  We  now 
confent  to  leave  her  in  poffcffion  of  it.     The  dignity  and  ho- 
fiour  of  the  country  were  to  be  proudly  aiTerted  and  maintained. 
That  dignity  and  h(tnour  are  now  to  be  degraded  to  the  duft, 
and  our  fufferings  and  humiliation  are  fuch,  that  it  is  difficult 
10  conjedure  to  what  we  may  not  be  compelled  to  fubmit.— • 
Behold  the  fair  fruits,  the  triumphant  trophies  pf  a  war  ^hich 
is  unblufhingly  aiferted  to  be  crowned  with  Uiiexampled  fuc- 
cefs !     How  minutely  have  we  fulfilled  i(^  objed :  Holland^ 
Belgitim,  Savoy  are  abandoned  to  the  enemy  ;  they  eftabliih 
jndepeiident  republics  in  Italy ;  they  infift  vn  fixipg  the  boun« 
dafy  of  France,  and  the  claim  is  admitted.     Nov/^  Sir.  to 
Vol.  IV.  180Q.  Cc  ftate 
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'ftatc  the  prefeni  ifliie  of  the  war  in  one  word,  may  it  notbe 
faid  that  by  this,  our  unexampled  fuccefs,  we  (hall  furrender 
every  thing  that  the  confederacy  formed  by  King  William, 
Qtieen  Anne,  and  the  exertions  of  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman's father,  were  direfled  to  maintain,  and  that  we  IhaH 

"hereafter  have  to  contend  with  France,  ftrtngthentd  by  an  ac- 
ceflionof  power  which  all  thefe  wars  had  been  undertaken  ta 
prevent  ?  Now  who  will  pretend  to  fay,  that  if  f^uce  was  to 

•be  looked  for  to-morrow  on  any  probable  terms,  that  it  would 
tend  to  raife  the  dignity  and  exalt  the  glory  of  Great  Britain  I 
but  here  I  am  anfwered  by  the  gentlemen  themfelves.  What 
did  they  fay  when  they  attempted  to  negocrate  at  Liftc  ?  They 
treated,  becaufe  the  country  in  general  earneftly  called' for 
peace  ;  but  they  treated,  fenfible  of  the  dangers  of  peace, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  fir]cere  in  their  attempts.  But  tbe 
right  honourable  Gentleman  contends  that  he  has  reduced  the 
power  of  France.  He  makes  a  proud  enumeration  of  hi» 
conquefts,  and  magnifies  the  importance  of  Martinique,  St.. 
Lucie,  and  Tobago.  Conceiving  the  relative  value  of  thefe 
iflands,  various  and  oppofite  opinions  feemed  to  prevail.. 
Some  looked  upon  Martinique,  others, upon  St.  Lucie  as  the 
more  important  acquifition  ;  but  muft  now  concur  in  repre- 
fenting  Martinique  as  the  key  of  the  Weft  India  iflands. 
Then  what  muft  be  the  fuccefs  of  that  war,  when  To  much 
importance  was  attached  to  the  furrender  of  that  iflahd  f 
Now  if  we  but  feel  the  efFefts'of  this  war,  and  if  we  clearly 
fee  the  dangers  and  difficulties  that  thicken  on  the  cotmtry,, 
to  what  muft  our  fltuation  be  afcrtbed  ^  If  in  fpite  of  the 
ableft  management,  if  in  fpite  of  the  wifefl 'councils,  if  ii> 
fpite  of  the  rooft  vigorous  mcafures  we  arc  reduced  to  fuch  a 
fituation,  can  there  remain  any  hope  of  our  being  extricated 
from  it  ?  if  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  proved  that 
all  thb  wiUom  and  all  this  vigour  have  been  exerted,  and 
that  whatever  difafters  have  befallen  the  coimtry  (hould  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  accident  and  misfortune,  tken  I  muft 
<:onfefs  there  is  no  room  for  enquiry.  But  if  it  does  appear 
that  fuch  a  train  of  calamities  can  have  proceeded  from  acci- 

'deiit  only,  and  from  misfortune,  would  npt  the  Houfe  do  well- 
to  eiiquire  into  their  real  caufe  ?  The  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman has  hazarded  another  bold  after tion  :  he  does  not  hefh-  . 
ta.te  to  fay,  he  fays,  the  Brit iih  armies  have  never  been^em- 
ployed  but  with  efkSt  both  for  the  honour  and  interefts  of  the 
country,'  What  effeS  did  they  produce  in  Holland?  They 
incurred  difafterS|  if  not  difgimce.    If  ever  an  inquiry  was 

to 
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to  be  inSituted,  it  vrasfarely  then  when  a  greater  army  than 
fcarcely  ever  was  employ^  abroad  before,  had^  after  re- 
peated repulfes  and  one  defeat,  evacuated  the  country  in  vir- 
tue of  a  capitulation  with  an  inferior  French  force.  I  will 
not  now  pretend  to  fay  where  the  fault  of  that  mircarriage 
lies,  but  I  mud  fay  that  this,  and  the  (bame£ul  expeditions 
againd  Cadiz  and  Ferrol,  were  as  foolifhly  contrived  as  they 
have  been  rniferably  conducted.  Yet  after  all  thefe  repeated 
failures,  there  is  to  be  no  enquiry.  Misfortune  is  to  be  per- 
mitted to  follow  misfortune,  mifcarriage  fucceed  to  mifcar- 
riage,  and  a  long  feries  and  gloomy  catalogue  of  calamities, 
are  to  be  entailed  upon  the  country,  that  place  us  in  ^  fitua* 
tion  in  which  we  cannot  negociate  with  honour,  or  with  any 
profpect  of  fuccefs  ;  but  into  the  caufe  of  fo  many  evils  no 
examination  is  to  be  inftituted, 

Npw,  Sir,  a  word  on  the  prefent  campaign: — Oi>  this  to- 
pic the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  much  dilated,  ^ut  he 
aflcs  us,  what  would  we  propofe  to  have  done  ?  Would  we 
recommend  an  attempt  to  penetrate  into  France  ?  We  Jiave 
neither  the  materials  or  the  necefiary  information  to  guide 
9ny  advice  on  that  point  ;  but  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man convened  Parliament  fo  early  lad  year,  and  when  fo 
large  a  force  was  placed  at  his  difpofal,  what  did  he  propofe 
to  himfclf  ?  Was  not  that  force  intended  to  operate  as  a  di- 
yerfion  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  it  was,  not  being  in  pofr 
feflion  of  due  information :  all  that  is  evident  is,  that  with 
that  imnienfjs  force,  Minifters  have  done  nothing.  But  they 
u\\  us  ihey  could  not  forefee  the  battle  of  Marengo  or  its 
fatal  confequences — Why !  beeaufe  they  indulged  fond  hopejs 
that  refted  on  no  folid  foundation.  Had  they  not  obferved 
the  druggie  whi.ch  France  had  made  in  1 799,  and  might  they 
not  conceive  What  France  could  do  under  the  guid^npe  of 
fuch  a  man  as  Qonaparte,  and  with  the  efforts  Vtttf ''mtfh  a 
Government  as  that  he  efjiabliflied  was  capable  of  exerting : 
No,  they  forefaw  nothing.  They  did  nothing,  and  therefore 
to  them  in  a  great  meafure  may  be  itTjguted  the  difafters  that 
befel  Audria.  They  fhoiild  have  our  army  on  the  coaft  of 
Italy  :  they  muft  have  felt  the  importance  of  our  co-opera- 
tion with  Auftria :  for  that  purpofe  they  had  raifed  an  army — 
but  they  had  fuiFered  the  favourable  moment  to  efj^ape;  apj 
the  prize  to  be  fnatched  from  them.  Will  they  now  tell  us 
why  General  Abercrombie  was  not  in  Italy  before  the  14th 
'  of  July  ?  This  neglect,  in  this  refpcct,  is  a  ferious  charge 
figainft  tbena  i  they  (hould  have  been  ready  to  act  at  the  com- 
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rnencement  of  the  campaign ;  but  as  they  negleded  thq 
nie;ins  and  the  moment,  the  misfortunes  that  followed  the 
battle  of  Marengo  J^rejuftly  imputable  to  their  ilUconduS: 
When,  therefore,  the  proofs  of  this  mifcondufil  ftare  us  in 
the  face ;  when  we  fee  it  involving  thq  country  in  encreafed 
difficulties  and  dangers,  and  daily  expofing  it  to  frefh  mif- 
carriages  and  misfortunes,  Ihall  no  enquiry  be  made'into  the 
caufes  of  all  thofe  failures  which  become  rfoubly  dangeroujj 
from  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  moment  ?  Here  again 
it  perhaps  may  be  faid  that  I  am  falling  into  defpondence, 
^nd  infe<Sing  others  with  the  contagion.— No,,  Sir,  1  wifh  to 
look,  and  I  wiih  the  Houfe  to  look,  our  fiiuation  in  the  face, 
J  am  anxious  to  fee  our  affairs  entrufted  to  the  guidance  of 
more  capable  hands  ;  for  without  more  aufpicious  councils, 
our  .fiiualion  is  defperate.  Wiih  regard  'to  oiir  alliances, 
much  alfo  has  been  faid;  but  the  lofs  of  Allies  is  likcwife 
afcribable  to  the  mifconduS  of  Miniders. — While  the  Con- 
federaey  was  whole  and  entire,  they  might  have  negociated 
.with  cflfeft  ;  it  has  now  melted  away  in  their  hands.,  and  thejj 
have  loi^  opportunities!  that  may  never  recur.  Another  efFedt 
of  this  fuccefsful  war  may  even  be,  that  inflead  of  having  a 
jconfederacy  to  a£t  with  us,  we  may  foon  have  a  confederacy 
to  z,&.  againft  us.  Thi^  Emperor  Paul  \s  no  longer  our  allyi 
though  if  care  had  been  taken  his  feceflion  mighr  have  been 
prevented.  Such  are  the  accumulated  calamities  to  which 
^vrc  are  expofed,  and  will  the  Houfe  hefitate  to  enquire  into 
tha  caiifes  that  pi-oduce  them,  or  the  means  by  which  they 
may  bf  evaded  r  Befides,  all  thefe  misfortunes  are  dearly  pur- 
chafed — they  have  added,  during  the  period  of  eight  years, 
a  larger  capital  to  our  debt  than  all  the  wars  for  a  century  be- 
fore have  coft  the  nation; — can  then  fuch  a  fyftem  goon, 
without  bringiHg  with  it  our  total  ruin  r  My  hon.  Friend  has 
alluded  to  the  facrifices  which  have  been  made  of  the  Confli- 
tutiqn— they  arc  great  inJeed — almoft  as  great  as  thofe  of 
mep  and  money,  which  have  been  given  to  Miniflcrs  without 
meafiire.  The  laws,  the  liberties  of  the  Conftitution  of  the 
country,  have  been  laid  at  the  feet  o\  the  right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  what  has  been  the  return? — Alt  thcfe  calamities 
cannot  be  retrieved  but  by  a  change  of  fyllem  ;  and  as  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  friend  may  lead  to  that  change,  it  (hall 
Jjave  m)^moft  cordial  fupport. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  as  the  hf  tl.  Gentleman  had  declared 
^t  to  be  impoflibic  for  him  to  vote  upon  the  prefent  occafion 
V'iihout  explaialng  the  grounds  on  which  he  Voted;  f o  K6 
*-    '  himfclt 


Digitized  by 


Gopgle 


No?:  %1.]      WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  19^ 

himfelf  muft  claim  the  indulgerlce  of  the  Houfis  while  he  de-* 
livered  a  few  obfervations.  Long  however  he  (hould  nof 
trefpafs  on  their  time,  as  he  fhould  refrain  from  taking  notice 

'  of  any  arguments  Which  the  hon.  O^ntjeman  had  advanced, 
except  what  was  new»  and  all  that  laid  any  claim  to  novelty 
might  be  compreflfed  into  a  very  narrow  compafs.  The  hoo* 
Gentleman  had  certainly  mifunderftood  what  had  been  ftated 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend  with  regard  to  the  ufageof  the  Houfe 
in  granting  enquiries.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had  not  meant 
that  fuch  a  meafure  never  was  adopted,  but  only  that  it  was 
fometimes  refufed,  and  that  any  motion  for  an  enquiry  was 
not  to  pafs  of  courfe,  but  ought  to  be  fiipported  with  power- 
ful arguments.  The  Houfe  was  always  to  ufe  its  difcretion, 
and  not  to  bo  guided  by  any  invariable  rule.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  not  been  corred  in  point  of  fact,  in  dating  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  was  guilty  of  inconTiftcncy  in  rehifing 
to  accede  to  this  propofal,  fince  he  took  a  very  adive  (hare 
in  an  enquiry  which  wa$  inftituted  towards  the  end  of  the 
American  war.  His  right  hon.  Friend  was  not  at  that  time 
a  Member  of  this  Houfe.  This  he  thought  would  be  a.fuf- 
ficient  anfwer  to  the  charge  ;  and  it  would  be  found  that  if 
dates  were  examined  and  fa6ls  lifcei'tainedi  one  not  lefs  fatis- 
factory  might  be  given  to  all  the  accufations  of  the  hon.  Gen* 
tlemaii  and  his  friends.  The  comparifon  certainly,  was 
not  inapty  between  himfelf  and  Dean  Swift,  and  he  was 
about  as  well  affected  to  his  right  hon.  Friend,  as  that  poli- 
tician to  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough.  After  a  war  the 
mod  fuccefsf  ul  and  glorious  ever  waged,  Swift  complained 
that  the  refources  of  the  nation  had  been  mifemployed,  that 
it  had  been  inipoverifhed  without  reafoui  and  that  notwtth- 
ftanding  all  its  triumphs  it  was  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  It  did 
not  then  follow  froni  the  hon.  Gentleman's  reprobation  of 
the  political  meafures  of  his  right'  hon.  Friend,  that  they 
were  lefs  wife,  or  productive  of  lefs  glory  than  thofc  of  the 
hero  of  Blenheim.  He  (hould  not  enter  minutely  into  the 
confequences  of  the  war,  but  he  could  not  in  filence  pafs 
over  one  which  had  been  imputed  to  it.  By  imprudently  la- 
viffaing  our  treafures,  and  needlefsly  exhauding  our  drength, 
we  were  reduced  fo  low,  it  was  faid,  as  to  be  obliged  to  gut  up 

'  with  infult  from  other  nations.  By  entering  into  an  unjuft 
and  nnneceifary  war,  we  were  prevented' from  declaring  one 
which  would  be  both  jud  and  neceflfary.  In  fupport  of  a 
right  which  was  allowed  by  all  (o  be  eflential  to  our  naval 
kreatnefsi  upon 'which  the  proi^rity  pf  our  commerce  de- 
'-   ^     '  pcndcd. 
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jfGfidsdp  without  vhiph  we  could  never  t%C9,  he  fecure,  the 
ifXofijylgQiouSf  though  coaciliatpry  ftep$  had  been  taken. 
WheAXttirfiag  l^id.been  iofuhed,  when  ao  act  of  hofiility  had 
beeacommittedf  and  when  fattsfaction  wa$  refufed,  was  there 
any  want  of  vigour  difplayed  in  tnfiftmg  upon  it  r  Were  not 
ihe  honour  and  dignity  of  the  nation  preferved  unimpaired  I 
GcntletDCfl  were  difpleafcd  becaufe  force  was  not  ufed,  hcf 
cavfe  having  it  in  our  {>ower  to  obtain  whatever  we  pleafed, 
wea^eed  totake  famewhat  lefs  than  what  was  ftrictly  our 
due>  becaufe  Minifters  were  uawilUng  to  idly  wade  the 
blood,  of  their  fellow-fubj&cts.  Was  this  conduct  to  be  ar* 
raigned  at  the  b^r  of  the  BritiOx  nation,  and  by  thofe  whofe 
€;onilant  theme  was  the  unfeeling,  crueU  quarreifome,^unre<r 
lentipg  difpofition  of  his  Majefty*s  MiniAers  ?  He  was  glad 
to  find  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  opened  the  dt^bate  had 
taken  rather  a  different  view  of  the  war  from  what  he  had 
}>cen  accuftomed  to  do  on  former  occafions.  He  had  almoft 
.uniformly  denominated  it  the  moft  calamitous,  difaftrous  and 
difgraceful  war  thi&or  any  other  country  had  ever  been  en- 
gaged in.  But  to-night  he  had  compared  it  with  the  moft 
fucce&ful  war  we  had  ever  carried  on,  ajid  was  contented 
>viih  attempting  to  prove  that  it  had  been  lefs  productive  of 
lory  and  advantage.  Whether  he  had  been  fuccefsfut  in 
isattempty  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  determine.  Mr.  Can** 
niog  having  dwelt  fome  time  upon  this  topic,  then  adverted 
to  ih^  negociation  at  Li{Ie,  and  vindicated  the  conduct  of  Mir 
4ij(l£rs  in  this  tranCiction.  Notwithfianding  the  exprefljons 
they  might  have  made  ufe  of  fince,  thpre  was  no  doubt  that 
they  were  then  mod  fincere  in  their  endeavours  to  tnake 
.pe^ce  with  the  Picectory.  Was  it  to  be  faid  that  a  man 
could  not  exert  himfelf  to  the  utipoft  to  gain  foofie  point, 
fvme  particular  object,  aruli  though  he  failed  from  fume 
circuomances  which  afterwards  occurred,  rejoice  at  his 
failure  i  This  would  be  to  make  the  happioefs  or  mifery  of 
.|ife  depend  upon  a  fmgle  accident,  jp'or  a  man  to  becomp 
,i(iefperate  from  difappointment,  was  contrary  to  reafon,  mo» 
lality  and  religion.  It  bad  been  faid  by  gentlemen  who  0C7 
cafionally  attended  the  Houfe,  that  they  thanked  God  they 
had  noi|)ing  to  do  wiih  the  conduct  of  the  war;  that  they 
would  j>ut  be  bUmcd  for  the  lavi(h  expenditure  it  had  occa- 
fioncd,  and  that  they  were  innoceiu  of  the  blood  which  had 
been  (hcd  in  it.  But  had  they  got  into  power,  as  they  eac- 
neftly  defired^  they  would  have -been  obliged  to  continue  the 
war,  notwithAanding  their  utmoft  ejBbrts  to  make  peace,  and 

achangt; 
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R  change  of  oircumPRances  mtift  hftve  operaleci  a  conipie^ 
change  in  their  fentiments.     Mtnifters  could  by  np  meant 
he  accufed  with  juftice  of  tnconfiftency   or  tergiverfation^ 
though  they  had  ceafed  fo'canvafs  the  private  character  of 
Bonaparte,  though  they  no  longer  failed  him  the  child  and 
champion  of  Jacobinifm,  the  mofl  enthnfiaitic  fupporter  of 
it^  power,  and  the  gaudieft  puppet  of  its  folly.    Thischange^ 
tiv  fheir^  language,   had  not  perhaps   proceeded   from  ahf 
change  in  bis  charadef,  and  later  tranfaftions  had  perhaps 
-proved  that  their  former  language  was  not  mifapplied.    Had 
he  not  merely  to  pronounce  the  words  Tufcany  and  ptrfidf^  to 
ihew  that   the  individual  feelings  of  the  Chief  ConAH  re- 
mained unaltered,  and  that  thefe  feelings  were  none  of  the 
•mod  laudable.     But  his  power  was  now  eftaUiflied,  and  tt 
iwas  no  longer  neceflary  lodifcHfs  his chara£ter--a'  taflc  whacli 
no  one  would  undertake^  from  the  pleafure  or  amufemeat  it 
could  afford.     Laft  wtntcr  there  was  every  reafan  to  believe 
that  he  could  not  long  maintain  his  power,  and  it  behoved 
ihofe  who.held.that  opinion  to  (hew  that  it  was  well  founded. 
Now  that  he  had  become  the  organ  of  the  will,  and  the 
arbiter  of  the  fate  of  France,  there  could  be  no  objefiion  to 
treating  with  him,  and  that  Minifters  were  now  of  thatopi*- 
fiion  the  papers  on  the  table  fufficiently  evinced.     It  was  ex«* 
tremely  odd,  he  mttft  obferve,   that  gentlemen  (hoiild  be  la*, 
bourtng  to  prove  that  Minifters  were  ftrongly  diltnclined  to 
peace,  and  that  they  flionld  never  once  make  the  flighteft  ^ 
'   mention  of  thefe  papers.     Although  they  clearly  prov^  the 
difpofitions  of  Government  to  be  rs  they  had  always  been, 
highly  paciRe,  they  had  been  pafled  over  in  ftlence.     The 
hon.  Gentleman,  after  a  few^nnore  remarks  upoiv  this  fubject, 
concluded  by  giving  his  hearty  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  fV.  Smiib  rofe  to  make  a  few  obfcrvatfons  on  the  con* 
duct  of  the  war.  Very  few  would  be  neceflary,  he  faid^ 
after  the  very  able  and  eloquent  manner  the  fubject  had 
been  difcuffcd  by  his  two  hon.  Friends.  It  was,  and  had 
long  been-his  opinion*  that  the  naval  glory  of  England  liad 
been  raifed  higherduring  ihb  war  than  at  any  former  period, 
but  with  regard  to  our  iniliiary  operations,  he  had  a  very  dif- 
ferent ppinion.  It  was  idle  to  confider  how  many  iflands  wse 
had  captured,  or  what  new  poifefliohs  we  hatl  acquired.  Thle 
only  queftion  was,  whether  we  had  gained  the  object  of  the 
war?  What  that  object  was  it  would  be  no  eafy matter  ta 
dietermine,  bot, which  .of  the  various  object^ ^hich  hadbeeji 
«-  ftated 
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ftated  was  the  true  one,  we  were  as  far  from  it  as  when  war 
was  declared.  Had  the  fuccefs,  theh,  been  equal  to  the  ex*- 
penditure  ?  A  greater  dirproportion  could  not  well  be  con^ 
ceived.  The  ability  with  which  the  war  had  been  conduced 
might  be  eftimated  by  confidering  againfl  whom  we  had  to 
fight.  If  we. alone  had  been  oppofed  to  all  the  States  of  Eu« 
jrope,  it  might  be  thought  well  if  we  defended, ourfelves 
againft  them.  But  what  opinion  muft  be  entertained  when 
we  have  made  not  the  leaft  impreflion  upon  France,  although 
we  were  leagued  againft  her  with  the  moft  powerful  States 
of  Europe,  as  our  allies  are  ?  A  number  ot  places  we  had 
taken,  but  we  generally  met  with  no  refiftancc,  and  without 
A  conteft  no  glory  could  be  acquired.  Wherever  the  enemy 
bad  been  prepared  to  receive  us,  we  had  been  difcomGted. 
We  had  evacuated  Corfica,  we  had  evacuated  Toulon,  we 
had  evacuated  St.  Domingo,  we  had  evacuated  Guadaloupe. 
we  had  evacuated  the  Helder.  It  was  painful  to  recall  fuch 
fubjeds,  but  it  was  indifpenfably  neceflary,  when  a  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  thei  boldnefs  to  aflert  a  war  attended 
with  fuch  incidents,  to  be  fuccefsful  and  glorious.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  furely  did  not  ufe  terms  in  the  fame 
fenfe.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  maintained  that  an 
expedition  redounded  to  our  honour,  in  which  our  army  was 
compdled  to  capitulate  to  an  inferior  force.*  {(  by  advan«- 
fageous  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  difaftrous,  and  glo* 
rious  by  difgracefu^  then  had  the  Dutch  expedition,  then 
had  the  whole  war  been  attended  with  glory  and  advantage. 

Mr.  Dundas  exprefled  a  ftrong  averiion  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  at  fo  late  an  hour ;  but  if  fome  things  which  had 
fallen  from  the  hon^  Gentleman  were  not  contradidc^d,  they' 
might  feem  to  be  aifented  to,  though  nothing  was  more  falfe. 
He  never  would  retrad  the  opinion  he  had  advanced,  with 
regard  to  the  war,  and  whoever  expe£led  that^ie  would  find 
himfelf  egfegioufly  miftaken.  He  was  glad  that  there  pre- 
{vailed  but  one  opiiiion  with  regard  to  the  navy.  Nothing 
could  be  more  juft,  or  better  deferved.  He  could  not  help 
reminding  the  Houfe,  however,  that  It  once  was  oiherwiCe, 
and  the  naval  adminiftration  had  been  feverely  cenfured.  The 
conduct  of  the  venerable  Lord  Howe,  a  name  that  ever  would 
be  dear  to  Engliflimen,  had  been  arraigned  by  fevcral  Mem* 
bers  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  when  the  French  fleet,  which  had 
been  fent  againft  Ireland,  had  efcaped  that  excellent  officer 
Admiral  Colpoys,  owing  to  a  thick  fog,  they  fpoke  the 

harflieft 
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haffiieft  language,  and  called  loudly  for  enquiry ;  [a  hud  cry 
of  hear!  hear.']  yes,  hear!  hear!  the  right  hon^  Secretary 
continued^  and  learn  moderation  from  what  you  hear.  \i 
was  not  eafy  to  anfwer  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, he  made  fo  many  gratuitous  afTerrions.  But  fuppofingj 
ihat  we  went  to  war  to  reduce  the  powtr  of  France ;  In  Eu- 
rope had  we  not  powerfully  aflifted  to  do  fo?  This  muft  be 
a  relative  queftion  ;  when  the  power  of  England  was  by  any 
means  raifed,  that  of  France  was  dimini(hed  in  an  equat 
proportion — every  thing  iue  obtained  was  a  lofs  xo  her.  It 
was  ftrange  that  while  we  were  thus  told  irt  the  Britifh  Se- 
nate, that  our  arms  had  been  difgraced,  and  our  charader 
was  loft,  we^fhould  be  an  obje£l  of  jealuufy  and  envy  to  the 
furroundtng  nations,  if  any  combinations  againft  us  exifled* 
in  the  North  of  Europe,  when  the  caijfe  of  them  was  known, 

•it  would  be  found  they  folely  originated' in  the  briliiant  fuc- 
cefs  of  our  arms,  and  the  unparalleled  profperity  of  our  com-^ 
merce.  He  was  far  from  wiihing  to  detrad  from  the  repu- 
tation of  the  navy  ;  but  he  thought  the  army  had  a  ju(l  title 
lo  (hare  in  it.  He  could  not  feparate  the  two ;  <  ur  conquefts 
were  owing  to  their  joint  exertions.  Did  th&  fleet  march 
into  the  garrifon  of  Port  Royal,  and  take  Marti nico  ?'  « 
Wherever  the  army  had  a£ted,  it  came  off  with  elory^ and 

^  with  fplendour.  It  had  fuccefsfully  (iruggled  with  the  great- 
eft  difficulties,  and  overcome  the  mod  formidable  obfta'cles. 
Did  it  meet  with  no  refiftance  at  St.  Lucie  i  Did  it  meet 
with  no  refinance  at  Martinico ;  and  did  it  meet  with  no  re- 
fiftance at  Guadaloupe  ?  \_A  cry  from  the  other Jide^  that  It  was' 
ivacuated.']  It  was  evacuated,  it  is  true,  but  iirft,  it'  had 
been  conquered.  '  Did  our  brave  foldiers  meet  with  no  re- 
iJftance  at  the  Helder  then?  Were  they  allowed  to  land' 
peaceably,  and  without  oppofition  to  enter  Alkmaar,  and 
take  poifeilion  of  the  Dutch  Fleet?  Much  fault  had  been 
found  with  the  expedition  to  Holland,  {ie  was  ftill  ready 
to  defend  it.  He  thought  it  had  been  wifely  plan\icd  and' 
ably  executed.  The  fuccefs  attending  it  had  been  propor- 
tionate, for  out  of  the  three  objefis  we  propofed  to  ourfelves' 
in  fitting  it  out,  two  of  thefe  we  had  gained.  He  denied  that 
by  our  mestns  a  black  cobny  had  been  eftabliflied  in  St. 'Do- 
mingo; on  the  contrary,  we  had  done  every  thing  in  our 
power  to  check  it,  and  had  at  an  early  period  fent  afliftance 
to  quell  the  rebellion.  It  was  abfurd  to  imagine  that  we  had', 
received  no  benefit  from  our  exertions  in  St.  Domingo;  we 
there  fought  for  our  own  Colonies,  wliich  we  muft  other- ^ 
Vot.  IV,  1800.  P4  wift 
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wife  have  loft ;  Gnadaloupe  had  by  n6*  means  beca  toft  from 
negle£(.  He  maintained  that  the  officers  on  that  ftation  had 
received  all  the  ,afliftancc  they  expcfied  or  dcfired,  and  ihc 
papers  which  at  a  former  period  had  been  1  id  before  the 
Houfe,  fully  bore  him  out  in  this  afleriion.  He  could  not 
conceive  how  Minifters  could  be  faid  to  have  done  little  in 
proportion  to  their  means.  Owing  to  the  fyftem  which  pre- 
vailed  during  the  laft  peace,  whether  politic  or  not  he  would 
not  flop  to  confider,  there  were  but  a  very  few  thoufand  men. 
fit  for  fervice  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  notwithnanding 
the  difficulty  of  carrying  on  cxtcnfive  operations,  we  had  in  a 
very  fhort  time  captured  the  whole  of  the  Weft- India  Iflands, 
Great  credit  was  no  doubt  due  te  the  officers  who  command- 
ed this  expedition,  but  a  fmall  (hare  was  furely  likewife  due 
to  thofc  under  whom  they  aded.  He  could  not  conceive  how 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  (hould  learn  To  certainly 
that  all  the  officers  in  the  army  held  him  in  detcftarion.  They 
furely^id  not  all  belong  to  his  (Mr.  Tierney 's)  cabinet  coun- 
cil. He  could  aflert  in  the  moft  unqualihcd  manner,  that 
none  of  the  officers  whom  he  had  called  into  the  fervice,  or 
who  had  at  r«  y  time  aded  under  hhn,  had  ever  at  any  time 
cxprefled  any  diflike  to  him.  but  that  they  all  highly  approved 
of  his  condu3.  The  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  fure  might  have 
met  with  fome  whom  he  had  not  employed,  and  thefe  he  made 
no  doubt  would  reprefent  him  as  completely  void  of  pene* 
tration  or  judgment.  It  was  a  ftrange  argunrK-nt  to  prove, 
>ve  had  gained  nothing  of  confequen'ce  by  our  arms,  that  our 
acquifittons  had  been  gained  at  the  ex  pence  of  our  allies.  He 
thought  it  of  no  confequenee  whofe  the  colonies  were,  and 
provided  that  he  got  any  thing  that  was  valuable,  he  did  not 
confider  it  of  much  confequenee  from  whom  he  got  it — pro^. 
vided  he  was  not  guilty  of  any  breach  of  honour.  Muft  not 
France  have  been  weakened  by  what  we  had  thus  acquired, 
and  would  not  (he  have  been  infinitely  more  able  to  annoy, 
us,  if  we  had  not  thus  abridged  her  means  of  offence  r  i 
vrould  not  therefore  aik  whether  fuch  or  fuch  (hips  were 
Danes,  Swedes,  or  to  what  nation  they  belonged.  It  I  found 
them  conveying  affiftance  to  France  I  would  take  them  with- 
out hefitation,  becaufe  I  know  the  rights  of  belligerent  na- 
tions juftify  me  in  doing  fo.  The  fame  of  a  fettlement  or 
a  colony,  if  I  found  ii  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  made  a 
common  caufe  with  the  French,  I  (hould  not  hefitate  to  feize 
upon  it  as  the  means  of  weakening  of  my  enemy  and 
fircngthening  niyfclf.    With  r^fpeft  to  the  Government  o^ 

Confiitution 
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Conftitution  of  Prance,  my  fentiments  remain  unaltered ; 
and  1  fay  now,  as  I  have  done  before,  that  the  rcftoration  o( 
fts  Monarchy  woHld  be  a  defirable  objefl  j  but  I  muft  alfo 
add,  that  to  diminifh  the  power  of  France,  whether  it  be  i 
Republic  or  a  Monarchy,  is  of  grestter  importance  to  the  true 
interefts  of  England.  The  queflion,  therefore,  is,  have  we 
diminifhed  its  power  by  the  operations  of  this  war?  I  fay 
we  have  mod  materially  dimlniihcd  it.  Do  Gentlemen  mean 
to  aflert  that  if  France  were  now  in  pofleffion  of  Martinique, 
Tobago>  St.  Lucie,  &c.  it  would  not  be  much  more  power- 
ful  than  it  is  at  prcfent ;  and  if  they  do  not  go  that  length, 
how  are  they  warranted  in  faying  that  the  war  has  not  been 
fuccef^jful  ?  The  fame  obfervations  apply  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
1  (hall  not  enter  into  any  comparifon  of  the  meritorious  fer- 
vices  performed  there  at  different  periods  by  Lord  Clive,  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  or  the  Marquis  Cornwallis ;  but  I  maintain, 
that  for  more  than  half  a  century  it  has  been  a  favourite  ob- 
jeft  wi{h  France  to  effcSt  the  ruin  of  our  empire  inithe  Eaft ; 
that  (Jie  never  loft  fight  of  this  ob)ed ;  that  it  was  the  aim  of 
ihat  memorable  expedition  to  Egypt ;  and  after  this  will  the 
Gentlemen  oppofite  me  venture  to  fay,  that  when  by  a  fuc^ 
cefsful  and  glorious  campaign  you  confolidated  and  fecured 
that  empire,  fo  as  to  baffle  the  hopes  they  might  conceive 
from  any  future  expeditions,  will  they  have  the  confidence 
to  aflert,  that  the  war  has  not  been  fuccefsful  ?  He  hoped  that 
it  would  not  be  believed  in  future  times  by  the* inhabitants 
of  fhis  h>ppy  ifland,  that  they  acquire  no  advantage  from 
feizing  the  colonies,  from  ruining  the  commerce,  from  de- 
ftroying  the  marine  of  their  enemies.  If  fuch  an  opinion 
(hould  prevail,  they  would  be  ftrangers  to  the  fecurity,  hap- 
pinefs,  and  glory,  which  we  now  enjoy. 

Mr.  Jones  and  Sir  F.  Burdett  fupported  the  Motion.  Mr, 
Tierney  replied,  and  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Thornton  ex- 
plained, after  which  the  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes  ...  .  37 

Noes  -     '        -  -  i^f 

Majority       12^ 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  NOV.  28. 

The  two  bills  refpefling  the  expiring  laws,  the  Scotch  dif* 
tilleries,  and  [hortening  the  time  of  keeping  infteep  for  Olalt-k 
ing,  Barley  damaged  by  rain  in  the  late  harveft,  paifcd  through 
committees  of  the  Vi^hole  Houfe. 

D  d  a  The 

Digitized  by'vjOOQlC 


io4  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENT ARY  REPORTS.       [QouMWi, 

The  Other  bills  on  the  table  were  read  a  ftage  each, 

REPORT    OP    LORDS   COMMITTEE    ON    DEARTH. 

,     Earl  Camden  faid,  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  ncceflaiy  tor 

fo  into  detail  on  the  particulars  dated  in  the  report  in  hia 
andy  which  he  (hould  move  to  have  read,  and  afterwards 
printed  i  but  that  he  thought  their  Lordfhips  neec)  not  wait 
for  the  printing  of  it  or  go  into  the  further  examination  of 
the  repoh  fcnt  up  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  before  their 
Lordlhips  concurred  in  the  addrefs  of  that  Houfe,  in  order 
that  ir  might  be  prefented  to  his  Majedy  without  delay  as  the 
joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes«  The  notoriety  of  the  circum* 
ftances  which  had  occafioned  Parliament  to  be  called  together 
on  the  fuddcn,  the  appointment  of  committeeiof  bothHoufes» 
and  the  eager  expectation  of  the  people  to  know  what  mea« 
fures  Parliament  would  adopt  in  confequence  of  the  mention 
macie  of  the  dearth  of  provifions  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  all 
manifeided  the  neceflity  of  taking  fome  fpeedy  ftep  fuitcd  to 
the  occafion,  and  therefore  it  appeared  highly  proper  to  lofe 
no  time  in  agreeing  to  the  addrels  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
With  regard  to  the  report,  he  would  merely  fay  a  word  or  iw} 
on  the  two  leading  matters  recommended  in  it  on  the  fcore  of 
ccohomy.  He  knew  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  many,  that  a 
Jaw  ought  to  be  paffcd,  enacting,  that  all  perfons  (hould  con- 
fine themfelves  to  a  limited  quantity  of  bread,  under  a  given 
penalty;  and  certainly  in  one  point  of  view  fuchacompulfory 
enacting  law  might  be  defirable  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  there 
were  many  weighty  objections  to  it.  The  Lords  committee 
..had  therefore  recommended  a  meafure  fo  near  a  law,  that  he 
trufted  it  would,  in  operation,  prove  nearly  as  efFcdual,  viz. 
— the  requefling  his  Majefty  immediately  to  ifliie  his  royal 
proclamation  earneftly  recommending  the  HriAeft  economy 
in  the  ufe  of  bread,  wheat,  and  wheaten  flour  in  families  of 
pU  ranks.  That  recommendation  enforced' by  the  example 
of  their  Lordfhips  and  all  the  fuperior  ranks,  would,  he  hoped, 
make  the  practice  of  limiting  the  confumption  of  thofe  arti- 
cles general  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  healfo  hoped  their 
Lordfhips  would  not  confine  themfelves  to  frugality  in  the 
articles  of  bread  and  wheaten  flour  only,,  but  would  alfo  re- 
trench in  every  other  article  of  food,  proportionably,  becaufe 
nothing  was  more  likely  to  conduce  to  render  the  middling, 
and  lower  ranks  willing  to  fubmit  to  a  limited  confumption  of 
provifions  than  their  knowing  that  their  lordfhips,  whofe 
rank,  fituations,  and  fortunes  entitled  them  to  enjoy  the 
luxuries  of  the  table,  debarred  themfelves  of  that  enjoyment^ 
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and  particularly  abflained  from  the  confumptio^  of  theic 
former  ordinary  apportionoient  of  breads  and  fuch  other  ar- 
ticles as  nnade  up  the  principal  means  of  fuftenance  of  labour-* 
ers  and  the  families  of  hardworking  men<  With  refpe^l  to 
the  other  meafure  recommended  ip  the  report,  it  was»  his 
Lord(bip  faid,  to  abftain  Yrom  the  ufe  of  pure  wheaten  flour 
iingly,  and  to  iriix  with  every  fack  of  that  meal  a  due  portioq^ 
of  the  flour  of  cither  barley,  oats,  peafe,  or  rye.  That  mix- 
ture,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  be  found  to  make  wholefomc 
and  nutricious  bread,  and  the  adopting  it  would  ferve  todimU 
nilh  the  confumption  of  wheaten  flour ;  and  the  fuggeftioa 
was  rendered  the  more  advi fable,  becaufe  whatever  might 
have  been  the  average  crops  of  wheat  or  the  probable  a- 
mount  of  the  deficiency  in  the  late  harvefl  (about  which  he 
did  not  mean  to  fay  one  word,)  it  was  indifputable  that  the 
crops  of  barley,  oats,  and  rye,  had  been  abundant  in  quantity^ 
and  of  a  very  fuperior  quality  indeed.  It  was  alfo  dill  more 
neceflary  to  infcrt  this  recommendation  in  the  report,  as  the 
laws  in  exigence  had  been  mifunderllood  by  the  fnillers  and 
Others,  as  to  the  right  of  mixing  meal  in  the  mamifadureof 
bread.  His  Lordfbip  faid  he  would  detain  the  Houfe  no 
longer,  but  move,  that  the  report  be  now  read. 

The  report  was  read  at.  length  at  the  table. 

Earl  Camden  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  ;  which  hav- 
ing been  read,  his  Lordfhip  moved,  that  the  addrefs  of  the 
Houie  of  Commons  be  read  ;  after  which  he  moved  to  fill  up 
the  blank  with  the  words — **  Lords  Spiritual  and  TemporaU 
and" 

Lord  Clifton  (Earl  of  Darnley)  rofc  not,  he  faid,  toobjeft 
to  the  motion  of  his  noble  Friend ;  becaufe,  with  a  view  to 
provide  againfl  the  inconveniencies  of  a  future  fcarcity,  he 
admitted  that  the  report  of  the  Lords'  committee,  as  well  as 
the  report  of  the  other  Houfe,  was  unobjedlionable.  Indeed, 
he  could  not  for  one  moment  imagine  that,  even  if  there  was 
a  much  greater  deficiency  in  the  late  crop  of  wheat  than  was 
now  felt,  this  country  would  be  under  any  difficulty  of  pro- 
'^ curing  a  fufiicient  fupply  toanfwer  the  hecefTary  confumption 
till  next  harveft;  nor  did  he  believe  that,  under  almoft  any 
circumflancesy  this  country  could  not.  al^yays  command  an 
ample  fupply.  But  there  was  another  view  of  the  fubje£t  no 
lefs  important  than  that  of  providing  againft  difScuhies  that 
might  occur  in  future,  and  that  was  adopting  fome  temporary 
expedients  to  give  the  people  prefent  relief,  atid  to  the  hope 
of  that  he  was  perfuadcd  their  expectations  were   chiefly 
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raifed.  For  aught  he  knew«  the  people  might  exped  more 
efFe£lual  prefent  relief  at  the  hands  ot  Parliament,  than  Par* 
Uament  was  competent  to  adminifter  ;  but  the  extraordinary 
manner  in  which  Parliament  had  be^n  convened,  by  public 
acclamation  as  it  were,  his  Majefty'd  fpeech,  and  the  appoint'^ 
ment  of  committees  of  both  Houfes  in  confequencei  to  en- 
quire into  jhe  caufe  of  the  dearth  of  proviflons,  did  hojd  out 
to  the  people  reafonable  grounds  of  hope  that  fome  immediate 
telief  would  be  afforded  them.  He  was  ready  to  admit  his 
Lordlhip  faid,  that  the  bills  that  had  already  paiTed,  and  were 
yet  pendinfg,  were  calailated  to  do  good  to  a  certain  extent. 
With  regard  to  the  meafure  of  a  proclamation  recomipended, 
holding  the  opinions  that  he  did,  he  could  not  but  entertain 
great  doubt  of  its  being  generally  efficient.  The  higher  ranks 
would,  in  all  probability,  confine  their  families  to  a  (Irid  ob- 
fcrvance  of  the  economy  recommended,  but  he  could  fcarccly 
believe  that  their  inferiors  would  rigidly  adopt  the  pradice  of 
retrenchment,  nor  was  he  of  opinion  that  any  thing  (hort  of 
a  compulfory  law,  limited  in  its  duration,  was  likely  to  en- 
force it  in  all  ranks  of  life.  So  fatisfied  was  he  of  the  necef- 
lity  of  adopting  fome  temporary  expedients,  for  the  immediate 
relief  of  the  lower  ranks,  that  he  could  not  but  declare  that 
he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  policy  of  thefe  two  meafuros 
that  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  recommend  on  a  former 
night,  viz.  the  making  it  compulfory  for  all  ranks  to  abilairt 
from  ufine  the  fame  quantity  of  wheaten  bread  and  flour  in 
their  families,  as  they  had  been  accuftomed  toconfume,  and 
to.enad  that  horfes  kept  for  pleafure  only  (hould  not  be  fed 
on  oats  for  a  limited  time.  The  latter  was  a  meafure  of  in- 
finitely more  importance  than  noble  Lords  feemed  to  appre- 
hend. In  the  report  of  the  ccwnmittee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  it  is  dated  that  the  (loppagc  of  the  didiileries  at 
this  early  feafon,  will  prove  equivalent  to  the  importation  of 
at  lead  25,000  quarters  of  barley,  and  that  the  prohibition  of 
the  ufeof  wheat  in  darch  might  fave  about  40,000  quarters. 
What  was  ehhcr  of  thefe  favings  to  the  faving  of  oats  that 
would  be  occafioned  by  the  preventing  horfes  kept  for  pleafure 
only  being  fed  with  them  for  a  linpted  time.  It  would,  he 
prefumed  be  admitted  that  each  horfe  kept  for  pleafure  onlyi' 
one  wi:th  another  comfumed  a  budiel  of  a  oats  per  week. 
Taking  therefore  the  aggregate  number  of  horfes  in  the 
kingdom  kept  for  pleafure  only,  (by  which  he  meant  horfes 
not  employed ^in  purpofes  of  agriculture  and  hufbandry, 
manufadures  or  commerce}  tobe  500,000,  (which  he  thought 
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a  moderate  calculation^  if  their  Lordihips  would  multiply 
ihat  number  by  a  buChel  of  oats  each  horfe  per  week,  they 
would  .find  it  would  give  no  lefs  an  amount,  than  three  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thoufand  quarters  of  oats.  His  Lordfliip 
.  faid,  he  was  aware  that  much  clamour  had  been  raifed  againft 
dealers  in  corn  and  other  articles  of  provifions,  who  had  been 
termed  foreftallers,  regraters  and  mooopolifts.  He  believed  ' 
generally  fpeaking  that  the  prejudices  excited  againft  them 
were  ill  foundedand  unjuft.  He  knew  pcrfeftly  well  that  while 
human  nature  continued  what  it  was,  and  the  mind  of  man 
was  open  to  the  (limulus  of  the  fpirit  of  trade,  there  would 
be  thofe  whofe  interefts  would  in  times,  when  the  price  was 
high,  prompt  them  to  fpeculate  in<:orn.  It  was  the  necef* 
fary  confequence  of  dearth  that  fuch  men  fliould  adventure 
their  capitals  in  the  purchafe  of  confiderable  truant  it  ies  of 
grain  of  all  rons,  but  it  was  a  moot  point  whether  fuch  fpecu* 
lators,  who  ihus  endeavoured  to  promote  their  own  intereft, 
were  not  in  fact  public  benefactors,  as  their  (lores  being  upon 
fate  afforded  a  provifion  for  the  public  neceflity. 

Earl  Camdt  n's  motion  for  filling  up  the  blank  was  agreed  to. 

His  Lordlhip  next  moved  that  a  meffage  be  fent  to  the 
Commons  acquainting  them  that  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the 
addrefs,and  would  nominate  a  feled  lift  of  Peers  to  accompany 
fuch  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  that  Houfe  (hould 
appoint  to  go  with  them,  and  prefent  the  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  at  St.  James's,  as  the  joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes. 

The  Lords  with  white  ftaves  were  ordered  to  wait  on  his 
Majefty,  to  know  when  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  re« 
ceive  the  faid  addrefs. 

Earl  Camden  moved  that  the  report  be  printed. 

Adjourned  to.  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.FRIDAY,   NOV.    28. 

Mr.  firagge  brought  up  the  report  of  the'committee  for  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  grain,  when  the  refolutions 
were  agreed  to,  and  an  inftrudion  ordered  to  the  committee 
on  the  corn  1)ounty  importation  bill  to  make  provifion  therein 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Brugge  brought' up  the  reports  of  the  malt  duty  bill 
and  the  penfions,  &c.  tax  bill,  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

A  mefiage  was  received  from  the  Lords  informing  the^ 
Houfe  their  Lordtbips  had  agreed  to  the  addrefs  of  that  Houfe 
to  bis  Majefty  upon  the  fubjed  of  economy. 

The 
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The  poor  relief  bill  was  read  a  third  tiirie  and  pafled. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  population  bill ; 

the  report  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  on 

Wcdoefday  next»  and  the  bill  to  be  in  the  meap  time  printed. 

Some  converfat ion  again  took  place  between  the  Secretary. 

at  War  and  Mr*  Hobhoufe,  concerning  the  inaccuracy  in  the 

army  eftimates  relative  to  volunteer  corps  at  Bradford,  in 

ivhich  nearly  the  fame  aflertions  were  made  as  on  the  preced* 

ing  evening. 

RUSSIA. 

Mr.  Nichol/s  fuggefled  the  propriety  of  detaining  Ruflian 
fubjeds,  and  feizing  Ruffian  property  in  England,  as  a  fecu- 
riiy  for  Britifh  fuhjeds  and  Britifh  property  detained  and 
feized  in  Ruflia.  He  (aid  he  did  not  wifh  to  make  any  fpe- 
ciiic  motion  upon  the  fubjed,  but  merely  to  fuggdft  the  pro* 
priety  of  the  meafure  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters. 

BANK    NOTES. 

Mr»  Titrmy  mov^d  for  an  account  of  ttie  amount  of  bank 
notes  in  circulation,  taking  the  average  of  every  three  months, 
during  the  years  1797,  1798,  1799,  and  1800,  dillinguKhing 
the  amount  of^thofe  below  5I.  which,  after  fome  obfervationt 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  confcnted  topoi). 
pone  till  Monday. 

CAVALRY. 

Mr.  RibfQii  rofe,  and  entered  at  fome  length  into  a  recapi* 
tulation  of  the  number  of  cavalry  upon  the  Britiih  edablilh" 
mcnt  during  former  wars  compared  with  the  prefent.  ]n  the 
American  war,  he  dated  the  greauft  number  of  cavalry  em- 
ployed to  be  6053,  ^^^  theedimated  expence  at  368^532!. 
17&.  I  id.  whilil  the  number  emplo)^d  in  the  prefent  war  in 
this  country  alone  was  20.760,  and  the.eftimated  expence 
1,497,1961.  He  then  prelTed  upon  the  attention  of  theHoufo 
the  faving  which  would  accrue  to  the  country  from  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  cavalry  at  prefent  employed,  to  .>ne  half,  which 
would  amount  to  the  fum  of  8;o,oool.  per  annum  ;  a  fum 
that  mi|;ht  be  employed  to  the  greateft  advantage  in  promote 
ing  the  cultivation  of  the  country,  or  in  encouraging  the  im* 
portation  of  grain,  and  which  would  then  greatly  tend  to 
alleviate  the  prelFure  of  the  prefent  fcarcity,  'and  prevent  the 
rectnrence  of  another.  He  expatiated  at  fome  length  upon 
the  enormous  expence  and  wade  of  food,  which  he  contended 
refulted  from  the  aiaintenance  of  this  numerous  body  of 
cavalry  ;  and  though  he  faid  it  had  been  aflced  what  was  to  be 
done  with  them,  he  thought  theanfwer  was  at  handj  and  that 
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to  fend  tbecn  tathe  plough  would  be  the  heft  method  of  em- 
plov^ng  them.  He  contended,  that  before  thq  Houfe  recom- 
mended ecoiTomy  to  the  country,  tliey  ought  to  beg^  with 
appropriating  what  was  thus  wafted  for  the  food  of  horfes  to 
the  fuilcnance  of  man.  He  fa  id,  the  cavalry  devoured  the 
produce  of  the  country  like  locufts,  fincc  they  muft  t|e  fup- 
plied  at  vwhatever  expence,  and  thus  the  price  of  proviQon^ 
was  enhanced,  and  the  prelTure  upon  the  middle  dafs*  already 
borne  down,  (lill  more  increafed.  Added  to  this,  he  faid,  the 
horfes  kept  by  Field  officers  amounted  to  at  leaft  Sboo,  the 
keep  of  which  made  no  fmall  addition  to  th^  cxpence  and 
waftc  he  had  before  commented  upon.  He  enumerated  a 
force  of  aoo.coo  men  employed  in  the  kingdom,  bclides  the 
cavalry,  and  confidcred  the  former  as  amply  fufficienf,  with«> 
out  I  he  alliftance  of  the  laner.  He  concluded  with  moving 
an  humble  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  recapitulating  the  matc*- 
rial  fads  and  arguments  contained  in  his  fpeech,  and  fub* 
mitting  to  his  Majefty's  confideration  the  propriety  of  re- 
ducing the  uomber  of  Cavalry  now  on  the  Edablithment  of 
Grea\  Britain. 

The  Speaker  faid  he  was  called  to  make  an  obfervation  on 
the  motion.  The  Houfe  had  voted  the  Cavalry,  and  he 
doubted  much  of  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  as  inte^ering 
with  that  vote. 

Mr.  R'bJ^n  aflced  in  vvhat  ftage  he  could  bring  on  the  coai- 
lideraiion  of  this  fubjeS. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  had  the  hon.  Member  moved  the 
recommendation  of  economy  in  the  management  of  the  Car 
valry,  fuch  a  motion  might  be  put  with  propriety,  or  he 
might  have  an  opportuuiiy  of  moving  for  the  redudlion  of 
the  «rxpences  when  the  Appropriation  Bill  is  pafling.  He 
(hould  certainly,  in  point  ot  form,  have  drawn  the  attentipn 
of  the  Houfe  to  this  fubjeft  in  the  Committee  of  Supply; 
but  having  milled  that  opportunity,  he  would  now  find  it 
rKtremely  diHkult  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Houfe. 
Should  howcfver  any  Gentleman  rife  to  fccond  the  piottoii^ 
it  would  be  with  the  Houfe  to  difpo<c  of  it  ;  but'i^not,  he 
Ihould  confider  his  fuggeflions  to  the  Houfe  on  tht  Aibje^  as 
acceded  to.  ^  »- 

Mr.  Jones  did  not  rife,  he  Caid,  to  fecond  the  motioilirbut 
to  obferve  rhat  his  hon.  Friend  gave  notice  of  this  motion 
before  the  vote  for  the  Cavalry  paiTed,  which  notice  the 
Speaker  obferved  was  not  available;  and'addcd»  that  ir  was 
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almoft  impoffible  to  word  the  Motion  fo  as  to' make  it  com* 
patible  with  the  Refolution  already  voted. 

General  fVa/poU  and  Mr.  Grey  were  of  opinion  that  there 
were  inftandes  in  which  the  Crown  may  be  addrefled  for  a 
i<cdu£lion  in  the  public  expences,  even  after  thefe  were  voted; 
to  which  the  Speaker  alTented,  and  faid  that  thofe  were  oc* 
catfions  where  the  objed  was  of  fuch  importance  as  to  fuper* 
fede  the  forms. 

Mr  yones  thought  it  an  obje6l  of  fuch  importance,  that 
he  wiihed  to  know  whether  it  could  be  debated. 

The  Speaker  faid,  it  was  improper  either  to  fecond  or  de- 
bare  it  now. 

General  IValpole  exprcffed  a  dcfire  to  have  an  account  of 
the  fnms  of  money  difburfed  for  corn  for  the  cavalry  while 
in  quarters. 

♦T(ie  Secretary  at  War  faid  fuch  a  paper  was  preparing,  and 
would  be  produced,  as  it  was  already  moved  for. 

Mr.  Rob/on  gave  notice  of  a  motion  that  would  be  fome- 
what  analogous  to  the  fubjeA  of  that  night's  motion  for 
Tuefcjay  next. — Adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY,   DEC.  I. 

A  HicfTage  was  fcnt  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  requeft 
them  to  permit  John  Fordyce,  John  Frere,  Ifaac  Gafcoyne^ 
Efqrs.  and  Sir  John  Stuart,  Bart,  members  of  their  Houfe,  to 
attend  the  Lords  committees  on  the  dearth  of  provifionsi  as 
witnefTes. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  read  a  ftage  each. 

Two  bills,  one  for  naturalizing  Chriftopher  Wcltje,  and 
the  other,  a  bill  for  the  better  employment  of  the  poor,  were 
brought  up  from  the  Comiiionsby  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Bart. 
Mr.  Lefevre  and  others,  prefented  and  read  a  iirft  time. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  on 
Thurfday  next  offer  a  motion  on  the  fubjed  of  the  high  prke 
of  provifions  ;  he  therefore  moved,  that  the  Lords  be  fum- 
moned  on  ihat  day — Ordered. 

The  Duke  cX  Bedford  {z\A^  he  believed  it  was  not  neceflary 
for  any  noble  Lord  to  apologife  for  making  any  motion  that 
he  thought  proper  to  offer ;  he  therefore  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  the  next  day  make  a  motion  on  the  alarming  ftate  of 
the  country.  His  Grace  faid,  that  he  would  have  given  a 
longer  notice,  i)ut  that  <he  apprehended,  from  <he  nature  of 

his 
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his  intended  motion,  tliat  it  would  not  occafion  any  long  de- 
bate, but,  even  if  it  were  objected  to,  he  imagined  the  difcuf: 
fion  would  be  but  (hort.  He  moved,  that  the  Lords  be  fum- 
moned. 

His  Grace  rofe  again,  to  inform  the  Houfe  that  he  (hould 
bring  forward  his  motion  at  four  o'clock — Adjourned. 

-  ! 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY^   DEC.  I. 

'    Several  accounts  were  prefented  from  the  Chamberlain*s 
office  for  the  city  of  London,  and  from  the  clerk  of  the  Weft^ 
Iidta  Dock  Company. — Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  cyder  and  malt  biil,  the  Edinburgh  poor  bill,  and  feve- 
Tal  others,  were  forwarded  in  their  refpe^biive  ftages. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  the 
Lords  had  agreed  to  feveral  public  and  private  bills,  and  re- 
queued that  Sir  John  Stuart,  Colonel  Gafcoyne,  and  two  or 
three  other  members,  might  be  allowed  to  be  examined  bv  the 
comhaittee  of  their  Lordfhips,  on  the  high  price  of  proviuons. 

Mr.  Lujhington  gave  notice,  that,  on  Thurfday  next,  he 
would  move  for  a  committee,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  and 
confequences  of  the  infurre£lions  which  took  place  in  the 
illand  of  Grenada,  in  the  year  1795* 

Mr.  Tiemey^  having  given  notice  that  he  would  on  Friday 
move  for  a  committee  ^upon  the  (late  of  the  circulating 
medium,  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  ac- 
count of  the  average  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
every  three  months,  from  the  1  ft  January,  1796,  to  the  xft 
OAober,  1K00,  diflinguifliing  the  number  of  thofe  under  5K 
—Ordered. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bragge,  the  period  was  extended 
within  which  notice  of  inclofure  bills,  &c.  muft  be  given. 

THE  lATE  NEGOCIATIONS. 

Mr.  Shtridan  then  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
given  on  a  former  night,  and  the  clerk,  at  h<^  requeft,  having 
read  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  fpecch  which  refers  to  the  late 
negociations,  he  fpoke  to  the  foUowing  effe£l :— Every  one, 
Sir,  who  heard  this  fpeech  delivered  trom  the  throne^  and 
every  one  who  has  read  the  papers  which  were  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  muft  expe&  that  we  ihoutd  take  the  fubjed  into  our 
folemn  confideration,  and  ftate  our  opinion  upon  it  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  an  humble  addrefs.  This,  Sir,  is  a  (lep  which  rea- 
fon  di£tates,  and  it  is  ftridly  confor<ipaUe  10  pariiamentary 
afage.    Whenever  any  communication  of  this  nature  has 
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1>ecn  made  to  the  Houfe,  the  iavarjable  ^raAtce  has  been,  r» 
canvais  the  condu£l  of  minifters  in  the  affair  to  which  it  referst 
and  to  flate  the  refult  of  that  enquiry  to  our  fovereign.  Mi- 
nifters,  however,  feeni  to  be  of  a  different  opinion  ;  and,  for 
fome  reafon  or  other,  fecmaverfe  to  all  inveiligation  of  their 
condud.  I,  therefore,  thinking  it  of  the  utinofi  importance 
to  the  public  that  it  (bould  be  fully  inveftigated,  (hall  proceed 
to  "(late  the  refult  of  my  fnofi  (crious  and  mati|re  confideration. 
That  refult,  I  tru(l,.vvm  me^t  the  ftniiments  of  the  Houfe, 
and  that  the  Diction  which  is  fouAdcd  on  it  will  therefore  be 
agreed  to.  hiftead  of  entering  into  the  fubjed  more  at  large, 
as  I  once  intended,  in(^cad  of  pointing  out  with  minutenefs 
.where  miniftcrs  have  been  ggi>*y  of  inflocerity,  where  of  pre- 
varication, where  of  wcaknefs,  where  of  bypocrify,  I  Ihall 
content  myfcif  wit-h  endeavouring  to  prove,  that  froi^  ibc  pati 
condud  of  our  allies  and  their  prefent  views,  we  ought  to  dif- 
entangle  oujrfelves  from  ail  cuntiivental  connev\ions  as  foon 
^k$  poflible,  and  by  entering  into  a  feparaie  negociation 
conclude  a  feparaie  peace.  In  doing  this,  I  (hall  lay  down 
<wo  propofitions,  and  eflablKh  upon  ihefe  two  feparaie  con- 
ciufions.  The  firft  is,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the 
confedetacy  there  h^s  exiflcd  in  the  different  dates  who  com- 
pofcd  ft,  a  mercenary  fpirit,  a  fole  view  to  private  aggran- 
difement,  the  groifeft  and  the  mofi  (hameful  iiifincerity.  Uy 
ihefe  itsobjed  has  been  defeated,  thefe  now  cxift  in  their  full 
force,  and  there  is  no  profped  of  its  objtd  being  attained. 
It  will  hence  follow  that  it  is  our  intereft  and  duty  that  we 
ihculd  withdraw  from  it  ;  that  we  (hould  avoid  the  obltacles 
which  it  throws  io  the  way  of  peace,  and  no  longer  pledge 
ourfelves  to  continue  to  make  war  till  thofe  Rates  which  arc 
csflled  our  allies  (hall  be  completely  exhaufted.  The  next  pro- 
pofition  I  (ball  lay  down  and  fupport  is  this,  that  there  appeacs 
the  ftrongeft  ground  to  fufpect  that  in  all  the  net^ociations  tor 
peace  which  minifters  have  carried  on,  although  t  hey  may  not 
have  thii^arted  their  plenipotentiaries,  although  there  may 
have  been  conditions  to  which  they  would  have  acceded,  (till 
that  they  have  never  fincerely  wi(hed  for  fuccefs,  and  nf  vet 
dincerely  lamented  the  want  of  it  The  inference  arifing 
from  this  is  plain.  Since  the  fame  mini(Vers  remain  in  oflfice* 
4he  interference  of  parliament  is«  nccefl'ary  ;  that  alone  catt 
alter  their  intentions*  cotinteract  the  mifchiefs  which  their 
views  are  oaicplated.to  produce,  or  afford  the  leaft  chance  of 
(alvalion  to  the  country. 

I  taku 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Dec  I,]       WpODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  at^ 

I  uke  upon  me  then  to  fay,  Str^  that  no  one  power  wiib 
whoin  we  have  been  in  alliance,  has  not  deceived,  defrauded, 
and  deferted  us.     It  is  melancholy  that  while  I  am  fpeaking, 
additional  arguments,  and  new  proofs,  (houtd  fpring  up  to 
flrengthen  my  pofition.     Not  only  has  an  embargo  been  laid 
upon  all  Biiiilh  veflcls  by  our  late  magnanimous  ally,  bat  it 
would  fecm  that  their  captains  would  be  thrown  into  prifoo. 
1  hope  things  will  not  turn- out  fo  ill  as  there  is  at  prefent 
reafon  to  apprehend ;  but  allowing  that  there  have  been  great 
exaggerations,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  boafted  friend-  . 
Ihip  of  Kuifia  is  at  an  end,  and  that  by  our  vaunted  ally  we 
are  forfaken,  betrayed,  infulted,  and  outraged.     For  having 
faid  that  the  Emperor  Paul  was  infincere,  and  not  to  be  relied 
upon,  a  perfon  was  not  long  fmce  fined  and  imprifoned  ;  yet 
.  this  fame  Emperor  Paul  has  done  a  moi\  unjuftifiable  act, 
which  (hews  that  he  was  undeferving  of  confidence*     This 
embargo  is  not  all ;  there  is  every  reafon  to  foppofe  that  every 
port  in  the  Elbe  is  (hut  againft  us  ;  .that  the  King  of  Pruflia* 
and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  have  interfered,  and  that,  except 
by  way  of  Mecklenberg,  we  can  neither  draw  fupplies  of 
grain  frotp  the  Continent,  nor  fend  thither  our  manufactures* 
Jf  thefe  things  are  true,  it  is  furely  time  for  the  Houfe  tocon- 
fider  whether  this  bar  to  negqciation  (hould  be  allowed  to  con* 
linue  ;  whether  minifters  ihould  be  allowed  to  keep  poflef- 
fion  of  this  pretext  for  carrying  on  the  war.     The  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  lately  allowed  that  our  allies  bad  treated 
us  ill ;  he  talked  of  the  dereliction  of  fome,  of  the  perfidy  of 
others ;  to  fome  he  afcribed  unaccountable  ficklenefs,  and  to 
others  (hamelefs  a^ocity.     But,  faid  he,  who  could  have 
ihoupht  it  ?  we  were  not  endowed  with  a  faculty  of  oertainly 
foretceing  future  events,  and  without  that  no  ot;ie  could  have 
fufpected  what  has  happened.     Sir,  this  h  not  the  langtiage 
pf  an  enlightened  ftatefman,  or  of  an  upright  man.     Did  it 
Require  more  than  human  prudence  to  forefee  that  Pmffia^ 
f iter  the  firft  ebullition  of  her  refentment  egainft  tlie  French 
revolution,  would  foon  perceive  that  it  was  not  her  intereft 
to  wade  her  blood  and  her  treafure  for   the  aggrandife* 
ment  of  Auftria,  and  that  the  heft  v^ay  to  extinguilh  jaco- 
binifm  and  to  check  the  fpirit  of  innovation  was  to  at- 
fend  to  internal   regulations,  to  promote  induftry,  to  fe« 
cure  plenty,  and  to  alleviate  the  public  bnrthens?     Did 
|t  require  any  great  fagacity  to  forefee  that  Spain,  unable 
to  withftand  the  (hock  of  republican  arnH;,  would,  to  favjk 
jicrfclf  from  ruin^  confent  to  any  terms  of  accommodation  I 

Could 
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Could  it  not  be  furpected  that -the  Emperor  would  not  prefer 
fats  own  interefl  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  he  would  not 
pay  a  very  fcrupuloiis  regard  to  any  engagements  wMch 
cHight  to  have  prevented  him  from  giving  this  preference  ? 
Has  it  only  been  difcovered  of  late  years  that  th^  petty  States 
cf  Germany  muft  all  act  in  concert  either  with  the  Emperor 
or  the  King  of  PrufTia  r  Was  it  a  thing  very  improbable 
that,  when  magnanimous  Paul  faw  all  his  allies  fighting  to 
promote  their  ownintereft,  and  when  he  difcovered  that  he 
tiimfelf  could  gain  nothing  in  the  conteft»  his  magnanimity 
flioiild  abate,  his  ardour  for  martial  glory  (hould  cool,  and 
.that  he  (hould  abandon  the  caufe  of  morality,  religion,  and 
focial  order?  But,  Sir,  they  (hould  furcly  have  been  better 
able  to  appreciate  the  operation  of  this  mercenary  fpiH't, 
fince  It  fir  ft  animated  their  own  bofom,  and  they  infnfed  it 
into  the  confederacy.  On  what  principles  and  pretences  did 
they  enter  into  the  war?  Wearefeverelycenfured  forafcribing 
vavioHs  motives  to  them,  and  different  ones  to*day  from 
what  we  mentioned  a  few  days  before.  But  the  fault  is  theirs^; 
they  change  their  language  with  eVery  change  of  circum- 
ftances,  and  make  their  inducements  for  performing  paft  ac- 
tions to  depend  upon  what  may  happen  years  after  they  were 
performed.  I  ^cannot  forget  that  it  was  once  faid  we  had 
gone  to  war  becaufe  France  would  not  allow  us  to  pemain  sTt 
peace.  This  aiTertton  is  again  repeated  in  Lord  Grenville's 
letter,  and  it  is  there  pontively  aflferted  that  our  only  reafon 
for  going  to  war  T\as  the  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  France. 
No  f<x)ner  was  this  language  held  at  home  thaii  another 
ground  of  warfare  was  (laCed  to  the  reft  of  Europe.  The 
efH>rmities  of  the  French  were  painted  in  glowing  colours-, 
the  dangerous  nature  of  their  defigns  was  laid  open,  the 
overthrow  of  all  regular  Governments  was  reprefented  as 
inevitable  if  they  (hould  fucceed  ;  their  private  proceedings 
were  reprefented  as  a  fufficient  reafon  for  Attempting  to 
firbdife  them  ;  neutrality  was  denounced  as  impolicy,  as  pu« 
fiHanimity,  as  treafon  agaihft  the  human  race.  We  declared 
io  Tufcany,  we  declared  to  Sardinia,  we  declared  to  Swif- 
fcrland,  that  they  qeed  not  wait  for  aggreflfion,  that  all  had 
already  received  fuffrcient  provocation  who  had  any  rej?ard 
for  domeftic  happinefs,  for  focial  comforts,  for  the  coniola- 
itons  of  religion.  Was  there  not  here  the  grofleft  hypocrify 
and  the  moft  (hameful  double  dealing  ?  Muft  not  our  allies 
Kave  been  difgufted  or  corrupted  by  our  bad  example  ?  After 
all  thefe  protei^ations  of  re(|>ed  for  the  rights  of  humanity-^ 

aftcf 
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after  all  thefe  fcntimentfi  of  abhorrence  for  'he  regicide  Re^ 
public,  Miniflers  Were  the  firft  who.negledicil  the  profelied 
object  of  the  war,  and  who  confulted  individual  gain.  While  v 
they  were  calling  upon  all,  to  join  in  a  contefty.fuch  as  neyci^ 
appeared  before — while  they  were  maintaining  that,  to  bring 
the  awful  and  unprecedented  Aruggle  to  a  happy  termination^ 
they' thought  they  mud  have  an  indemnity  for  their  trouble, 
they  fitted  ,out  an  expedition,  and  dole  the  Weft  India 
I  (lands.  This  was  the  way  in  which  we  were  to  deftroy 
ufurpation,  and  to  fet  an  awful  exai^ple  of  the  punifliment 
which  awaits  difloyalty  and  irreligion.  In  two  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  oppofite  to  me  1  think  I  fee  the  true  reafons  for 
carrying  on  the  war  perfonified,  and  their  union  is  equally 
compatible.  The  one  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
fays»  I  will  admit  the  principle  of  the  war  is  to  fupprefsjar 
cobinifm,  and  to  deftroy  its  leaders,  if  i  am  not  required  l9 
a&  upon  it. — I  wiU  admit  that  our  only  obje£l  is  to  eftabliik 
the  throne  and  the  altar,  provideij  I  atn  allowed  to  carry  oip 
my  plans  of  aggraifdifement^  This  is  the  reafon  why  ouf 
exertions  have  been  fo  ill  direded,  and  the  means  employed 
have  been  fo  inadequate  to  the  end  propofed.  \   . 

From  that  moment  all  dignity  forfook  us,  and  the  variance 
between  our  profeilions  and  our  pra£lk:e  was  by  turns  the 
/ubje£k  of  laughter,  of  cenfute,  and  of  reprobation  to  our 
'allies.  We  were  entitled  to  falvage  for  the  civilifed  world  a 
^right  hon.  Gentleman  <  Mr*  Dundas)  I  heard  once  fay,  but  it 
would  have  been  time  enough  to  be  paid  when  the  work  was 
accompIi(hed,.wA^ii  the  job  was  done.  He  firft  infifts  upon 
falvs^e,  and  then  fetsout  in  purfuit  of  the  veflel.  Our  ex* 
ample,  Sir,  had  the  moft  deplorable  effefls.  It  infufed  a  fpl- 
rit  of  infmcerity,  and  a  defire  of  aggrandifemeot  among  all 
the  confederates,  and  they  have  ever  fince  adifted  each  other 
as  long  •only,  and  to  as  great  an  extent,  as  they  thought  would 
be  proidu£live  of  their  own  individual  advantage.  Pruflia 
foon  after  deferted  us  in  a  manner  which  I  need  not  recal. 
The  Emperor's  whole  attention  was  turned  to  the  acquifition 
of  a  barrier  in  place  of  the  one  which  Jofeph  had  deftroyed^ 
and  his  only  object  was  to  get  polfeflion  of  Valenciennes^ 
Qiiefnoy,  and  the  other  fortrefles  in  French  Flanders  Xh^ 
fall  of  Dunkirk  was  anxioufly  exped^ed,  that  it  might  bp  de- 
livered up  to  Great  Britain.  This  has  been  attempted  to  he 
denied,  but  it  can  be  denied  with  ho  ihadow  of  reafon.  Thus 
though  we-did  not  abfdutely  bteak  faith  vviih  our  ^^HkSi  )ve 
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inttoduced  the  principle  ivhich  led  others  to  do  fo,  and  wf 
have  no  rea(bn  whatever  to  reproach  theii^mirconducu 

To  apply  vrhat  I  have  f»id  toRuffia.  I  never  fvas  a  friend 
to  magnaninnous  Paul,  and  am  To  now  lefs  than  ever — <<  But 
I  muft  render  unto  Caefar  the  things  that  are  Casfar's."  His  • 
mother,  the  Emprefs  Catharine,  was  very  liberal  of  prpcla- 
mat tons  and  prom ifes,  but  her  magnanimous  fon  declared  it 
to  be  his  unalterable  refolution  not  to  ibeath  the.  fword  till  he 
had  reftored  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  He,  in  fad,  fent  nume* 
Tous  armies  into  the  field,  and  was  prepared  to  malce  dill 
greater  exertions :  but  he  foon  difcovered  that  his  allies  were 
not  equally  magnanimous  with  himfeif ;  that  private  intereft 
was  their  only  guide  ;  and  that,  whilft  his  forces  were  cut  ia 
pieces, and  his  refources  expended,  he  merely  Taw  thofemade 
more  powerful,  who  might  one  day  become  his  enemies.  He' 
took  upon  himfeif  the  tide  of  Grand  Mafter  of  Malta  to  be 
fure  (a  mod  ridiculous  (lep  in  every  point  of  view,  particu- 
larly as  he  is  a  member  of  the  Greek  church),  but  not  an  inch 
of  the  ifland  does  he  poflefs.  Over  this  fubje£l  there  hangs 
a  confiderable  degree  of  myftery,  which  I  Qiould  like  to  fee 
developed.  There  are  feveral  circumftances  which  looked  as 
if,  though  no  abfolute  promife  was  made  to  Paul  of  the  ifland. 
Tome  hopes  had  been  held  out  ^  to  him,  or  at  leaft  he  was  al« 
lowed,  without'being  undeceived,  to  cherilh  fanguine  hopes 
of  being  prefented  with  it.  It  is  not  long  (ince  a  fleet,  with 
troops  on  board,  failed  from  this  country,  for  theexprefs  pur* 
pofe  of  taking  pofledion  of  the  place,  when  it  Oxould  fur«- 
render,  and  to  enfure  its  good  government.  ,  No  remon- 
ftrances  were  made  when  he  aflumed  the  title  ;  and  when  he 
pretended  to  make  Captain  Home  Popham  a  Knight  of  t)iat 
order,  his  power  to  do  fo  was  recogntfed  in-the  London  Ga«> 
zette.  There  are,  I  think,  ftrong  reafons  to  fufpect  that  his 
magnanimous  mind  was  led  to  believe  he  would  receive  this 
as  a  reward  for  his  exertions  in  this  magnanimous  fcramble. 

Jt  is  (Irange,  Sir,  that  not  a  man  on  the  Continent  could  be 
found  who  would  take  a  part  in  a  caufe  of  fiKh  a  nature 
without  being  fubfidized.  We  have  been  obliged  to  bribcv 
thenvtodo  their  duty,  to  proted  their  property,  and  to  defend 
their-rellgion.  We  have  been  obliged  to  be  the  recruiting- 
ferjeants  and  pay-mafters  general  to  Europe  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  won-t  be  pleafed,  perhaps,  if  I  find  fault  with  the 
Emperor  of  Germany.  He  will  allow  me  to  abufe  the  Spa* 
niardsy  to  complain  of  the  verfatijlity  of  Paul,  and  to  apply 

the 
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the  epithets  of  perfidious  and  di (honourable,  to  the  king  of 
J^rpffia.  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feemad  to  dif- 
fcnt.]  Perhaps  the  right  hon.Gentleman  has  thoughts  of  form- 
ing an  aUiance  with  that  Sovereign,  by  means  of  a  hand- 
fome  fubfidy,  to  make  up  for  his  Northern  neighbour.  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  on  what  other  account  he  can  diflike 
to  hear  his  name  mentioned  with  dirrefped — But,  to  proceed 
to  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefty.  It  may  appear  odd  ink 
me  to  ufe  fuch  liberties  with  crowned  heads,  but  it  (hould  be; 
rccolledied  that  when  we  fpeak  of  Kings  and  Emperor^,  wq 
mean  only  to  fpeak  of  their  minillcrs.  They  are  all  imma- 
culate knd  infallible,  and  their  bad  counfels  are  alone  to  be 
attributed  to  thofe  who  furround  them.  Still  it  is  an  ungra- 
cious talk  to  expofe  the  condudl  of  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna  ; 
but  at  the  call  of  duty  I  do  not  hefiiate  to  perform  it.  I  fet 
out  then  by  declaring  In  the  mod  pofitive  and  unequivocal 
manner,  that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  has  failed  in  his  en- 
gagements with  us  more  than  any  ally  it  has  been  our  misfor- 
tune to  be  burthened  with,  and  that  he  is  not  now  perform- 
ing the  contraft  which  he  lately  fubfcribed.  Ought  I  not 
thfin  to  fay  what  I  fecl,'and  to  endeavour  to  imprefs  it  upon 
the  Houfe?  On  one  occafion  he  completely  broke  his  faith  : 
he  entered  into  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben,  and  figned  the 
peace  of  Campo  Formio,  when  he  had  promi/ed  not  to  treat 
but  in  conjunction  with  us.  I  need  not  be  told  that  he  was 
Compelled  to  do  fo ;  all  that  1  fay  is,  that  he  once  broke  his 
engagements,  and  that  what  once  happened  may  happea 
again.  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  here  ob- 
ferved  to  whifpYr  feveral  of  thofe  fitting  around  him.]  It^ 
would  be  really  much  better,  Sif*,  if  the  right  hon.Gentleman 
would  anfwer  me  himftrlf  than  now  interrupt  meT>y  telling 
others  how  I  may  be  anfwcred.  But  I  do  noi  urge  fo  ftrongly 
againft  hira  ,his  conduit  on  that  occafion,  as  the  inanner  in 
which  ht^bthavcd,  when,  after  the  breaking  off  the  nego- 
ciations  at  Rafladt,  he  again  took  the  field.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  having  then  concluded  a  treaty  with  Ruffia,  al- 
though the  Emperor  of  Gtrmany  rcfufcd  to  come  under  any 
engagements,  boarted  of  the  iriple  alliance,  and  mainiained 
that  France  could  not  poiCbly  wiihftand  its  efforts.  He  con- 
ftnurd  to  hold  this  language  alter  he  mnfl  have  known  that 
Priul  I.  was  difguilcd  and  about  to  wi'hdraw  his  forces. 
When  that  event  at  lafl  took  place',  as  every  one  had  long 
forefeen,  he  applied  in  the  mott  urgent  manner  to  the  Empe- 
ror of  Gerrnany,  and  if  he  would  enter  into  a  new  trejty 
Vol.  IV    i8do.  F  f  with 
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With  him,  offered  him  his  own  terms*  The  Emperor  was 
fhen  tindlfputed  mafter  ot  Italy,  and  vi6iory  crowned  his 
arms;  he  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  thefe  folidiations.— 
Would  he  have  hefitated  a  moment  had  he  been  zealous  in 
ihe  common  caufe;  or  had  taken  the  frfialleft  intereft  in  it  ? 
He  wi(hed  to  carry  on  unmolefted  his  own  nefarious  fchemes, 
by  overturning  independent  States  to  enlarge  his  dominions, 
and  to  be  able  to  make  peace  as  foon  as  he  had  acquired  enough 
fo  fatisfy  his  ambition :  he  therefore  kept  aloof  from  the  trea- 
fure  which  was  temptingly  held  out  to  his  view.  On  the 
i^th  February  a  mefTage  was  brought  down  from  his  Ma* 
jelly,  in  which  our  Ruifian  alliance,  the  advantages  of  which 
had  been  Rated  to  be  inconceivable,  was  talked  of  in  the 
highefl  manner.  It  was  fatd  that  Bavaria  and  other  German 
itates  were  about  to  bring  immenfe  armies  into  the  field, 
and  that  a  treaty  was  forming  with  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many. Now,  Sir,  his  Majelly  does  not  (late  that  he  will 
propofe  an  alliance  with  the  Emperor,  but  that  he  is  adually 
treating  with  him.  The  Emperor  was  ftill  profperous,  and 
our  two  millions  were  defpifed.  At  length,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  \yhen  the  battle  ol*  Marengo,  which  made  fuch  a 
melancholy  reverfe  in  'his  hiftory,  had  been  fought  on  the 
14th,  when  he  found  that  Melas  had  been  obliged  to  yield 
up  thegrcatcft  part  of  Italy^and  that  Moreau,  having  gained 
three  great  pitched  battles,  was  advancing  rapidly  to  Vienna, 
being  in  the  extremity  of  diftrefs,  and  utterly  unable,  bow. 
ever  well  inclined  to  promote  the  common  caufe,  he  pledges 
himfelf  to  aflid  us  to  the  utmod,  and  unlefs  in  conjun£lion 
with  us,  not  to  treat  wirh  the  enemy.  There  is  fomething 
extremely  injurious  in  the  alliance  itfelf,  which  ought  to  be 
pointed  Of,*  and  cxpofcd.  On  the  2cth  of  June  it  is  agreed  his 
Majcfty  the  Emperor  and  King  fhall  have  two  millions  of 
money,  to  be  paid  at  three  infUlmcnts,  in  Jnly,  September, 
and  December.  For  this,  what  was  to  be  done?  He  was 
to  carry  on  the  campaign  wiih  all  pufljble  vigour,  and  not  to 
ttcrat  except  in  conjunflion  with  his  Britannic  Majefty.  But 
it  haS  likcwifea  retrofpcftive  operation,  and  was  to  lake  ef- 
fe<Sl  from  the  beginning  of  March  hil.  He  thus  pledges  his 
Imperial  word  that  he  will  exert  every  effort  to  annoy  the, 
enemy  for  four  months,  which  are  gone,  and  that  for  the 
fame  period  of  paft  time  he  will  not  make  a  fcparate  peace 
with  the  French  Republic.  He  received  ihe  firft  inflalmeni 
for  carrying  on  in  Italv  his  fchemes  of  foul  ambition  and 
unprincipled  aggrandifcment,  the  next  for  making  an  ar* 

miltice. 
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minice.  This  was  uHng  all  his  meansy  this  was  ftruggling, 
as  he  proiftiredy  to  the  lad  gafp !  But  he  wi(hes  to  make 
amends  ;  when  the  armiftice  is  near  expiring,  he  leaves  his 
capital,  he  fprings  from  his  Couch  of  eafe,  he  repairs  to  tbe 
field,  he  is  confident  he  will  be  able  to  re-eflabli(h  his  affairs. 
Who  would  not  fecond  fuch  an  heroic  prince  ?  Every  fob- 
jed  in  his  dominions  muft  flock  to  his  flandard.  But  no 
fooner  had  he  arrived  at  the  army  with  thefe  magnanimous 
views,  than  his  contagc  failed  him,  and  he  wa?  feized  with 
a  mod  magnanimous  panic.  There  are  Tome  things  which 
one  would  think  might  as  well  be  done  by  proxy,,  aqd  fome 

f)rerogaiives  of  fovcreignty,  which  it  miift  be  pleafant  for  the 
bvereign  to  exercife  by  delegation.  But  it  Would  &em,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  there  are  degrees  in  all  things  in  power, 
in  aggranjifement,  in  humility,  in  meannefs ;  and  that  who 
has  one  in  a  fupereminent  degree,  is  apt  to  give  proof  of  all 
the  reft.  Francis,  therefore,  would  not  allow  another  to  aft 
now  in  his  place,  but  by  flgning,  with  his  own  hand,  the 
Convention  of  Hohenlenden,  gave  proof  of  the  mod  fuper- 
imperial  pufiilanimity. 

The  next  queftion  is,  whether  he  hzsjuj^r  beeft  faithful  to 
his  engagements.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  he  never 
has  had  the  flighted  idea  of  entering  into  a  feparate  negocia^ 
tion  with  France,  though  to  be  fure  it  has  been  impodibte 

S''  him,  openly,  to  carry  on  the  war.  I  muft  ufe  the  li- 
rty  to  fay,  that  that  is  impofTible.  I  make  no  doubt  that 
W[iniflers  have  been  told  fo,  but  they  have  not  been  told  the 
tri^th.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the  fourteen  documents  which 
I  mrived  ,ior  on  a  former  night,  were  not  laid  before  the 
Houfe;  and,  I  muft  fay,  that  Miniftersaftigned  nofufficient 
reafon  for  refuHng  to  produce  them.  It  was  faid,  that  Count 
St.  Julien  had  no  credentials,  I  perceive,  it  is  allcrted,  in  one 
of  M.  Otto's  notes,  that  he  carried  with  him  a  letter  from  the 
Emperor  to  the  Chief  Confiil,  and  thisaflfertion  has  never  beeti 
contradided.  I  may  be  told  that  this  could  convey  no  power 
|o  an  ambaifador,  as  a  fovereign,  not  refponfible  himfelf,  muft 
by  thofe  who  are  r  This  is  no  doubt  a  maxim  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  but  in  defpotic  forms  of  government  it  is  different, 
and  abfolute  Kings  not  unfrequently  conclude  treaties,  and 
40  other  diplomaric  a£ts,  without  the  intervention  of  any 
one.  The  preliminanies,  no  doubt,  required  to  be  ratified  ; 
but  neither  was  otir  treaty  with  the  Emperor  concliipve,  till 
it  had  been  ratified  ^  but  no  one  woul^,  on  that  account, 
maintain,  that  Lord  Minto  was  completely  unauthprifed  to 
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fign  It.  Lord  GrcnvlUc  fays,  he  never  heard  of  ihcfe  pre- 
tended ncgociaiions  till  they  were  mentioned  by  M.  Otto. 
Why  not,  then,  produce  the  Emperor's  difavowal  of  St.  Ju- 
lien's  proceedings,  and  clear  up  the  liiyftery  at  once  ?  Take 
my  word  for  it,  fays  the  Minifter;  to  produce  th-  paper  is 
unneceiTary.  Wh/:n  documents  which  might  be  made  pub- 
lic, are  kept  bick,  I'muft  fufpcS  the  account  which  i$ 
given  of  their  contents.  The  note  of  Uie  Count  de  Thugut 
to  M.  Talleyrand  evidently  docs  not  contain  a  new  propofal, 
but  is  an  anfwcr  to  a  gropofal  already  made.  The  letter 
flates  that  Plenipotentiaries  had  been  appointed,  and  rejoices 
that  Great  Britain  was  to  take  a  part  in  the  negociations.  If 
there  is  fenfe  in  words,  and  if  the  writer  of  this  note  under- 
flood  the  ufe  of  language,  propofals  for  a  feparate  treaty  had 
before  been  made  and  accepted.  It  is  as  clear  as  day,  that 
negociations  had  been  a(Slua)ly  begun.  Lord  Minto  thanks 
the  Auftiian  Minifters  for  their  obliging  communications. 
Is  this  the  language  of  one  who  thinks  that  feparate  overtures 
cannot  poflibly  be  entertained  ?  From  the  two  circum (lances, 
of  the  miffion  of  St.  Jnlien,  and  the  exprcffions  inThugut'5 
and  Lord  Minto's  letters  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  the  Empe- 
,  ror  has  deceived  our  Minifters,  ihar  he  has  been  treating  with 
Bonaparte  for  a  feparate  peace,  <  and  that  he  has  once  more 
been  guilty  of  a  grofs  jjrcach  of  faith  towards  his  ally. 

I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  prove  that  Miniilers  never  at  any 
period  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  war  have  fincereiy  wi(heq 
for  peace,  and  that  as  often  as  ihey  have  made  an  attempt  to 
promote  peace,  they  have  rejoiced  at  its  failure.  Need  I 
mention  more  than  their  condudl  to  the  Emperor  ?  Whcii 
they  urged  him  to  make  common  caufe  with  England  after 
it  was  impofTibJe  for  him  to  be  of  the  lead  fervice  to  us,  can 
it  be  doubted  that  their  obje£l  was,  that  they  might  have  a 
ready  excufe  for  refilling  to  negociate?  After  the  ne^ocia- 
tion  at  Paris,  his  Majclly  declared  in  the  mod  folemn  man- 
iier  that  he  would' omit  no  opportunity  of  pnttirtg  an  end  10 
the  deftrudlive  conled,  and  that  he  would  willingly  grant  .the 
Conditions  which  he  Jiad  before  offered.  After  breaking  ofl[ 
of  the  negociaiion  at  Liflc,  known  by  the  name  of  xhtrjincere 
ireatyy  the  fame  language  was  put  into  his  Majefty's  mouth ; 
and  on  the  28th  oi  Odober.it  was  declared  that  the. offers 
iwhich  had  been  rcji£led  would  at  any  future  period  chear- 
fully  be  made.  The  right  hon.  Genilcman.  I  know,  is  al- 
ways wiruhy  about  thb Jificere  treaty^  and  does  not  like  to  hear 
it  mentioned.    But  he  really  need  not  be  fo  uneafy  j  I  impute 
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nothiDg  to  him  of  infincerity  or  bad  faith.  There  i$  gre^f 
diflFerence  between  fa'ying  that  you  will  grant  the  enemy  cer«- 
tatn  conditions  of  peace,  and  anxiouQy  wi(hing  them  to  b,e 
acceded  to,  and  there  is  no  inconfiftence  between  pilering 
them  fincerely  and  rejoicing  heartily  that  they  are  rejedied. 
A  perfun  in  the  coimiry  who  has  quarrelled  with  one  of  hii 
neighbourhood  about  the  incloflng  of  a  common  or  the  mak« 
ing  of  a  highway,  rather  than  go  to  law  and  thus  incur  the 
odium  of  all  his  neighbours,  w]ll  perhaps  defire  his  attorney 
to  feiile  the  difpute  upon  certain  conditions.  Thcfe  condi*. 
lions  he  would  no  doubt  foon  afterwards  fulfil,  but  neverthe- 
lefs  he  may  wi/h  them  to  be  reje£led,  and  exHit  if  they  arc, 
for  then  he  will  have  public  opinion  on  his  fide,  and  will 
have  better  chance  to  have  the  common  divided,  or  the  road 
turned  as  he  wilhed  it.  Minifters,  Sir,  did  not  try  to  conceal 
their  exultation.  They  publicly  thanked  Providence  for  the 
dangers  they  had  efcaped.  It  was  rather  a  (Irange  feeling  to 
return  thanks  to  Heaven  on  fuch  an  occaflon,  that  all  hopes 
of  returning  tranquillity  had  vaniftied,  and  that  thoufands 
were  about  to  be  llaughtered.  Sir,  the  refult  may  be  reck- 
oned a  punithment  for  fuch  a  prefumption,  and  ought  to  be 
an  awful  warning  againfl  fuch  a  difplay  of  infenlibility,  and 
fuch  a  mockery  ot  religion. 

His  Majelty  had  been  made  to  fay,  that  whatever  the  go- 
vernment was  which  prevailed  in  France  he  would  be  ready 
to  treat  with  it.  How  was  this  promife  kept  ?  An  offer  came 
from  Bonaparte  of  the  moft  moderate  kind.. They  had  treat- 
ed with  Jacobins  and  Regicides,  yet  it  was  contemptuoufly 
rejefted.  They  did  not  fay  they  would  nbt  engage  in  any 
but  a  joint-negociation,  they  urged  none  of  their  old  pre- 
sences, bit  they  took  new  grourtd,  and  boldly  demanded  ex- 
perience and  the  evidence  of  fadts  of  the  good  difpofit ions 
of  th?  government,  and  infifled  upon  (lie  reftoration  of  the 
Bourbons.  Here  the  true  caufe  of  the  war  broke  out,  and 
fiiSlion  was,  for  a  time,  laid  afide.  It  was  allowed  that  Bo- 
naparte was  fincere.  He  was  abufed  in  every  figure  of 
rpeech,  and  every  epithet  of  ahufe  was  applied  to  him.  He 
was  called  cruel,  profligate,  unprincipled,  atheiftical,  an 
adventurer,  an  uftirper,  a  rcnegado,  the  child  and  champiuq 
of  jacobinifm  ;  but  when  it  was  afked  whether  he  was  in** 
c lined  to  peace,  it  was  ;mfwercd,  •*  Yes,  moft  fincerely. 
i^cace  is  neceifary  to  him  ;  but  (hould  we  allow  him  to  ob- 
tain ity  and  thus  to  eftablifh  his  power  r  Should  we  prolong 
the  reign  of  this  unprincipled  adventureri  of  this  cruel 
'        '    ^  '  ufurpcr. 
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iifiirpcr,  of  this  atheiftical  rcncgado,  fhould  we  confer  ^ 
favour  on  jacobin! fm,  by  conferring  a  favour  upon  its  child 
and  its  champion  ?" 

I  now  come  to  (hew  that  the  events  of  the  laft  negociatibn 
Hippoft  my  pofuion  with  equal  ftrength.  They  could  no 
longer  alTign  as  a  pretence  for  their  warlike  dirpofttrons,  the 
inftabriity  of  the  power  of  Botiaparte;  ihcy  could  not  veur 
lure  to  revile  bis  characler ;  they  rfurft  not  fay  that  he  was 
void  of  moderation,  and  an  enemy  to  tranqniUity  and  focial 
order.  ••  If  he  again  propofes  peace  to  us,  thought  they,  we 
are  undone.  We  are  at  prefcnt  without  a  (hield  from  c?iv^ 
furc  ;  our  real  difpofitions  muft  be  made  public  ;  we  arc 
without  all  means  to  miflead  the  people.  Could  we  only 
fofm  an  alliance  with  a  foreign  Court,  and  then  the  faith  of 
Ircatics  would  cofne  toouraffiftance."  The  Emperor  was 
reduced  to  difficulties,  and  in  the  hour  of  diftreCs  they  di- 
reSed  their  Ambaffador  to  offer  him  two  rp'iliions  of  fnoney  if 
he  would  allow  us  to  promife  that  we  would  not  epter  into  a 
treaty  for  peace  without  him,  and  he  wopld  for  form's  fake 
jnake  a  correfponding  promife  to  us  in  return.  This  money 
yras  fquandered  not  to  promote  a  Brit^fh  objed.  It  was  tno- 
rally  impoffible  that  he  could  lenxi  us  the  Icaft  afliftance,  yet 
he  would  ck>g  any  future  negociation,  by  rendering  it  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  be  a  party  to  it.  Afc  there  two  ends 
which' could  be  ferved  by  this  ftep  ?  Does  it  not  warrant  me 
to  conclude  that  they  would  reckon  a  fuccefsftil  treaty  a  moft 
lamentable  event?  I  impute  no  bad  motive  to  them,  but 
"merely  afiert,  that  they  have  a  firm  conyifiion  that  peace 
with  the  French  Republic  is  moft  undeflrable,  and  that  every 
nerve  fhould  be  (trained  to  widen  the  breach  between  the  two 
countries,  to  inflame  the  national  prejudices  of  each  of  them, 
and  while  a  guinea  remains  in  the  country  to  perfeyere  ip  the 
defperate  fliuggle. 

'  I  ftall  be  told  perhaps  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  negocia- 
lions  to  which  I  have  not  alluded,  and  which  proyes  that  mi- 
nifters  were  willing  to  make  any  facrifue  to  put  an  end  to  the 
horrors  of  war.  Sir,  I  give  minifters  no  credit  for  this  part 
of  their  rnnduft.  I  condemn  them  for  even  once  entcriain- 
jngan  ovcnure  for  a  maritime  truce ; — a  maritime  truce  every 
Englifhman  muft  have  abhorred.  There  was  nothing  too 
exorbitant  for  the  French  to  afk  as  a  com|>enfation  f»r  fuf^ 
pending  hoftilities  on  the  Continent ;  but  noconfideration  for 
our  ally,  no  hope  of  advantage  to  be  derived  from  joint  nego- 
cuiion,  fliould  have  induced  iheEng^Uh  govpriiment  to  think 
'  for 
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for  a  moment  ofinteitupting  the  cou^fe  of  Our  naval  triumphsi 
This  meafure.  Sir,  would  have  broke  the  heart  of  the  navy,* 
and  would  have  damped  all  its  future  exertions.    How  would 
our  gallant  failors  have  f^lt  when,  chained  to  theirdecks  like 
galley-flaves,  they  faw  the  enemy's  veflels  failing  under  their 
bows  in  fecurity,  and  proceeding,  without  a  pofTibility  of  . 
being  mole(led»  to  revidlual  thofe  places  whi^h  had  been  fo 
long  blockaded  by  their  adoniihing  fkill,  perfeverance,  and 
valour  ?     We  never  Rood  more  in  need  of  their  fervices,  and 
their  feelings  at  no  time  deferved  to  be  more  ftudioufly  con* 
(iilted.     The  north  of  Europe  prefcnts  to  England  a  moft 
awful  and  threatening  afped.    Without  giving  an  opinion  as 
to  the  origin  of  thefe  hoflile  diPpofitions,  or  pronouncing  de- 
cidedly whether  they  arc  wholly  ill  founded,  I  befitate  not  to 
fay,  that  if  they  have  been  excited  becaufe  we  have  infifted 
upon  enforcing  the  old  and  edabliihed    maritime  law  of 
Europe,  becaule  we  (iood  boldly  forth   in  defence  of  indiC- 
putable  privilege,   becanfe  we  have  refufed  to  abandon  the 
(burce  of  our  profperity,  the  pledge  of  our  fecurity,  and  the 
foundation  of  ournaval  greatnefs,  ihat  they  ought  to  be  difre- 
garded  or  fct  at  defiance — if  we  are  threatened  to  be  deprived 
of  that  which  is  the  charter  of  our  exiftence,  which  has  pro- 
cured us  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  been  the  means  of 
fpreading  our  glory  over  every  land  —if  the  rights  and  honours 
of  our  flag  are  to  be  called  in  queftion,  every  ri(k  (hould  be 
run,  and  every  danger  braved.     Then  we  would  have  a  legi- 
timate caufe  of  war — then  the  heart  of  every  Brfion  would 
burn  with  indignation,  and  his  hand  be  ftretched  forth  in  de- 
fence of  his  country.    If  our  flag  is  to  be  infulted,  let  us  nail 
it  to  the  fop-mad  of  the  nation,  there  let  it  fly  while  we  (hed 
the  lad  drop  of  our  bloodin  protefling  it,  and  let  it  be  de- 
graded only  when  the  nation  itfelf  is  overwhelmed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  advened  to  the  infra6tion  of  the  treaty 
of  El  Ariih.  This,  he  faid,  afforded  the  dronged  ground  of 
charge  againd  miniders  of  any  thing  that  had  happened  flnce 
they  came  into  oflice.  It  was  not  to  be  endured  in  that 
Houfe,  that  miniders  (hould  blame  the  condufl  of  an  abfent 
ofliceri  and  refufc  to  lay  papers  before  the  Houfe,  which  they 
might  communicate  without  the  lead  breach  of  confidence, 
and  which  would  clearly  fhew  to  whom  blame  is  imputable. 
Parliament  was  the  guardian  of  thofe  who  were  abfent  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  and  it  ill  performs  its  duty  when  it 
fiiffered  fuch  proceedings.  Fame  was  no  doubt  the  great  in- 
centive, and  the  mofl  glorious  reward  of  the  brave  ;  but  it 
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'would  ceafe  to  he  coorted  if  charaders  ttrere  thus  allowed  to 
be  afperrcd  without  proofs  of  mifcondufl  being  adduced.  He 
matntained  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  full  powers  to  conclude 
the  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt.  The  minider  faid  no  ; 
but  why  did  he  not  prove  then  that  he  had  not  ?    'He  was  at 
fuch  a  diftance  that  he  could  not  get  in(lru(f)ions  from  the  of- 
ficer under  whom  he  ferved  in  lefs  than  two  months. — But  he 
really  was  direded  to  negociate  by  Lord  Keith,  and  minifters 
were  well  aware  of  that  circumftance.    It  was  matter  of  no-* 
toriety  that  he  hiitifelf  believed  that  he  had,  and  he  was  never 
undeceived  till  after  the  conveiition  had  been  (igned.     In  a 
letter  from  before  Acre  he  dated  that  he  had  diftributed  a  great 
many  copies  of  the  Grand  Vizier's  proclamation,  offering 
paflports  to  every  Frenchman  who  chofe  to  return  home. — It 
was  only  when  the  intercepted  letters  came  to  hand,  and  the 
melancholy  pidure  feen  which  is  there  given  by  the  French 
of  their  fituation  in  Egypt,  that  orders  were  fent  to  agree  to  no 
treaty  by  which  it  was  not  ftipulated  that  all  the  army  of  the 
eall  fliould  become  prifoners  of  war.     If  they  had  forefeen 
certainly  that  no  negociation  had  been  entered  into,  they 
might  have  fent  fuch  orders  with  propriety  ;  but,  to  fend  fuch 
orders  when  a  treaty  had  probably  been  concluded,  was  highly 
unjuftifiable.     The  cpnfequences   produced  were  tnoH  la- 
mentable:— an  incredible  llaugbter  of  our  allies  took  place, 
the  feelings  of  a  m^d  meritorious  officer  were  feverely  hurt, 
and  the  French  were  ftill  firm  in  the  polfeflion  of  JEgypt. 
Bonaparte,  in  his  State  of  the  Nation,  a  document  which  ail 
cnxid  have  read  with  intereft,  remarked,  that  **  the  genius  of 
France  ha^  favcd  the  army  of  the  eafl  from  the  chains  of 
England."     The  genius  of  France  in  this  and  moft  (Uher  in- 
[lances  were  tHe  ignorance,  imbecilHty  and  prefumption  of  the 
Britifli  cabinet.     Egypt  was  now  loft  to  us  for  ever.     From 
the  debilitated  (late  iif  the  TurkiA  empire,  equally  dreading 
the  attacks  of  friends  and  foes,  the  Grand  Signior  would,  no 
doubt,  willingly  make  peace  with  Bonaparte  on  receiving  a 
promife  of  his  protection.     He  (hould  vvidi  to  know  what 
faith  we  had  Ihcwn  the  Turks  in  this  tranfaction.     Had  we 
any  right  to  fay  Egypt  (hould  not  be  evacuated,  unlefs  the  in- 
vading army  furrendercd  to  us  ?  .Was  he  after  this  to  hear  of 
French  ufurpaiion?  If  Bonaparte  fliould  fucceed  in  landing  an 
army  in  Ireland,  and  we  fliould  be  afTifled  by  a  detachment 
under  a  Ruilian  officer,  what  a  difplay  (hould  we  have  of  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman's  eloquence  if  an  order  (houlcf 
come  from  Peterlburgh  forbidding  the  Ruffian  officer  to  grant 
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paflports  to  the  French,  unlefs  they  ihall  all -lay  down  their 
arms  to  him  ?  Would  not  th«  whole  country  be  filled  wiih  in- 
dignation, and  would  not  every  one  be  difpofed  to  (bake  off 
this  northern  alliance,  and  to  avenge  this  national  infult  ?   ' 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  attempted  to  prove  that  no.  faith  was  to 
be  given  to  the  alFcrtiorys  of  ininifters  with  regard  to  the  con- 
tents of  any  paper,  unlefs  the  paper  itfelf  is  pcodnc«d.  He 
ieverely.cenrurcd  the  inference  drawn  by  Lord  GrenvH4e 
from  Kleber*s  letter  to  the  Kaimakam,  and  as  documents  be- 
fore (he  Houfe  were  fcandaluufly  vv reded  and  mifreprcfin)tej« 
what  muft  be  the  cafe  with  ihofe  which  were  altogether  kcjjt 
back  ?  Hp  to(jk  occafion  to  find  fault  with  Captain  Gc6rge» 
or  Mr.  Hammond,  being  employed  in  the  negociation,  and 
cxprefTed  a  confidence  that  things  might  have  taken  a.  diflb^ 
rent  turn,  if  Lord  Grcnville  had  directly  correfpomfed  withM. 
.Otto.  Upon  fuch  occalions,  when  the  lives  of  thoti/ands 
were  at  (lake,  forms  (hould  be  difpenfcd  witb,  and  eiiquetti; 
.  was  abfurd.  How  r^iculous  would  it  be  if  we  infifled  that 
no  one  at  the  northern  courts  do  bufinefs  with  Lord  Whit- 
worth,  who  is  not  fix  feet  two  ?  He  complimented  tbe  ta^ 
lents  of  miniders  at  making  up  a  fet  of  papers,  and  declared 
himfelf  aftonilhed  there  were  fuch  palpable  deficiencies  ip 
thefe. — It  was  believed  by  all,  that  there  was  a  confpiracy  in  . 
the  country,  till  the  affair  went  to  a  jury  ;  but  upon  a  (imple 
reading  of  thcfe  papers  the  condud  of  governmeat  muft  (Iri  ke 
-every  one  as  reprehenfible. — General  Kleber,  far  from  faying 
that  he  was  willing  to  abide  by  thecoovention  of  £UArith% 
cxprefsly  declared  that  there  muft  be  a  frefh  negociationr, 
ami  that  there  muft  be  many  modifications  on  the  former  ar* 
tides.  He  did  not  believe  that  a  rieht  hon.  Gentleman 
xjppofite  to  him  (the  Secretary  at  War)  would  put  his  name 
to  fuch  a  mifreprcfentation,  or  countenance  fuch  a  quibble 

There  is  one  objedion,  he  continued,  made  to  the  re^ 
newal  of  ncgociations,  which,  though  ine;cpre(Iibly  feeble, 
feems  to  have  made  fume  imprefTion,  and  I  muft  therefor* 
once  more  refulfe  it.  The  war,  we  are  told,  has  been  fuo- 
cefsful.  it  has,  in  my  opinion,  Sir,  been  beyond  all  parallel 
tJie  moft  unfucccfsful,  and  for  thufe  who  conduced  it,  thj3 
moft  difgra.cful  war  in  which  this  C(>untry  ever  was  engaged* 
The  vidtories  of  our  navy  have  been  brilliant,  but  has  any 
objr6i  been  gained  for  which  the  war  was  imdcrtakcn^  A 
right  hon.  Gentleman  oppolite  me  fays  it  was  entered  into 
agiiuft  a  regicide  Republic,  and  turefturcihe  ancient  regime 
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of  France.  Has  monarchy  been  reftorcd  ?  We  have  got 
Trincomalc-  Have  the  nobility  been  reinftated  in  their  rights  I 
We  have  tnken  a  fpice  ifland.  Have  vt^e  gained  greater  re- 
fpect  for  the  altar  r  We  are  in  pofleffion  of  the  Cape  of  Goo4' 
Hope.  I  do  not  fay  thefe  acquifitions  arc  of  no  value;  I 
throw  them  into  the  fcale;  but  into  the  other  fcaje  we  muft 
throw  vyhat  ihey  have  cpft  u$,  viz,  270,000,000!.  'A  pretty 
furc  oieafure  by  which  to  eflimate  our  fncccfs,  is  to  con- 
fider  what  we  are  likely  to  keep  at  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace,  and  how  does  this  method  of  judging  make  our 
boaAed  conqueds  difappear  !  When  you  calculate  the  debt^ 
we  have  incurred,  and  the  fad  effect  which  that  niuft  have 
pn  the  induftry  and  fpirit  of  the  people,  they  are  a  purchafe 
'which,  without  war  even,  you  would  not  make,  nor  would 
you  take  a  leafe  of  them  at  the  annual  fum  which  they  actu- 
ally coft  you.  The  fucc^fles  of  the  navy  are  now  declared  xq 
be  enough,  but  I  remember  the  time  when  it  was  faid.  It  i^ 
not  enough  that  you  are  maders  by  fc-a ;  you  muft  wreft  Hol- 
land and  Belgium  from  the  gripe  of  France,  or  you  carry  on 
the  war  with  no  effect,  and  you  are  certainly  ondone.  Not- 
^Ithftanding  all  our  celebrated  naval  victories,  we  (hall  at  a 
peace  have  France  likely  to  become  mo|re  formidable  by  fea 
tven  th;in  fhe  has  ever  been  ;  and  yet  the  war^  we  are  told^ 
\s  fuccefsful ! 

The  conditution  has  been  prefervcd  !  So  careful  have  Mir  • 
fii(ters  been  of  its  prefervation  th^t  they  are  afraid  to  give  u^ 
the  ufe  of  it.  They  have  confidered  it  as  fome  choice  thing 
which  ought  to  be  put  out  of  fight  and  carefully  locked  up'. 
i  hope,  Sir,  the  conftitution  is  only  fufpended,  and  that  we 
ihall  yet  fee  it  in  all  its  fplendour :  but  till  that  time  comes 
I  can  give  no  one  any  credit  for  his  attentions  to  it.  Sir^  peace 
muff  be  coficludedy  or  it  muft  be  proved  that  the  periqd  of  fraud, 
prevarication^  and  infincerity  is  over,  and  that  a  new  fyftem 
of  things  is  about  to  commence.  If  I  am  afked  whether  I 
cxped  that  Minifters  will  ever  make  peace  with  finceriiy,  t 
anfwer.  No!  In  fome  circnmftances  I  can  conceive  that 
they  may  conclude  a  peace  whjch  might  be  preferable  to  this 
deftructiye  war  \  and  I  believe  that  they  will,  ere  long,  be 
compelled  to  conclude  one  of  Himc  kind  or  other.  But  that 
they  will  ever  be  authors  of  a  peace,  which  will  heal  the 
wounds  the  war  has  inflicted,  which  will  footh  national  ani- 
moftty,  which  will  jnltify  a  reduction  of  our  forces,  whick( 
will  render  it  polfiblc  to  lighten  the  opprellive  load  of  taxes—' ' 
;•-••'    •••^         <     •      '      ••  ^       ••     '         •    iha^ 
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that  they  will  make  a  peace  of  Cdnciliation,  I  dotiMs  that  I 
have  no  hope.  I  do  not  fay  that  there  is  but  one  man  in  the 
kingdom  capable  of  making  a  folid  peace.  God  forbid!  I 
believe  that  there  are  many.  But  I  do  not  fcruple  to  fay  that 
a  folid  peace  can  be  concluded  only  upon  the  principles 
df  that  one  man.  Who  that  man  is  it  is  neediefs  for  me 
to  mention,  and  his  principles  ar6  equall)^  well-known.  All 
right  to  Interfere  with  the  internal  concerns  of  other  na- 
tions muft  be  difclaimedy  and  for  commanding  due  refpect 
to  the  conftitution  we  muft  truft  to  the  good  fenie  and  loyalty 
of  the  people,  aild  difdain  the  idea  that  Jacobinifm  can 
make  any  impreflionupon  England.  That  fuch  a  peace  may 
produce  the  ble flings  and  benefits  which  peace  is  calculated 
to  confer,  the  rights  of  the  people  mud  be  attended  to,  the 
Conftitution  muft  be  redored.  Without  national  liberty  na* 
tional  happinefs  can  neither  be  great  in  degree,  extenfive  iti 
its  fphere,  or  long  in  its  duration.  Thofe  bonds  which  now 
flaviflily  bind  down  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  which 
breaks  tlie  fpirit  of  the  people,  which  renders  impollible  the 
expreffion  of  the  public  voice,  muft  all  be  completely  re- 
moved. Till  <hen,  while  war  continues,  our  fuflfcrings  muft 
be  aggravated,  and  they  will  be  but  llightly  alleviated  eVea 
by  the  arrival  of  peace. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  after  fumming  up  the  various  arguments 
he  had  adduced  in  a  very  able  manner,  then  concluded 
wiih  moving, 

**  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
humbly  toalfure  him,  that  we  have  taken  into  our  moft  fc- 
rious  confideration  the  papers  relative  to  the  negociation  for 
peace  with  France  ;  anJ  that  the  refult  of  our  reflections  oit 
this  important  fubjefl,  founded  as  well  on  due  examination 
of  the  documents  now  rcfcnud  to  us,  as  on  experience  of  the 
paft  conduft  of  moft  of  yoi.ir  Majefty*s  allies,  is  an  humble 
but  earneftdefire  that  your  Majefty  will  omit  no  proper  op- 
portunity which  may  ari,re,  confiftenijy  with  the  good  faith 
trver  prcferved  on  the  part  of  your  Majefty,  of  entering  into 
a  feparate  negociation  vviih  the  Government  of  France  for  a 
fpecdy  and  honourable  peace.  And  further,  we  implore  your 
Majeily  not  to  fanction  any  new  engagements  which  fliail 
preclude  fuch  a  mode  of  uei^ociation." 

ThcSe.refary  at  ffuir  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  cf- 
fe<?l : —  *  Srr,  uiihecourfc  of  the  ohfcrviiioos  which  I  have 
to  fubmit  TO  the  Hnufe,  and  in  replying  to  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man- who  ha»jnfl  addrcirvd  you,  li  will  noi  be  ncceflary  f»  f 

Ci  B  a  tr.e 
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me  to  enter  at  large  into  the  various  topics  which  he  ha^' 
brought  forward,  as  tnany  of  them  have  already  been  the 
fobject  of  difcuflion,  and  others  are  totally  unconnedled  wiib 
the  object  of  his  own  motion.     All  the  arguments  which  he 
has  ufcdy  all  the  grounds  on  which  he  has  attempted  to  en« 
force  them  with  rcfpeci  to  our  entermg  into  and  maintaining 
onr  alliances  wiih  oiher  powers,  may  be  reduced  to  this  Am- 
ple propofition^  that  you  arc  Hot  to  make  ufe  of  every  ad- 
vantage in  concert  wiih  your  allies,  and  that  you  are  not  to 
co-operate  wiik  tl\em»  when  fuch  a  meafure  holds  out  a  prof- 
pe£iof  fuccefs.  ^  This  ftrange  doctrine  he  will,  however^ 
ind  it  extremely  difficult  to  maintain,  for,  notwithftanding 
all  the  ingenuity  which  he  has  dafplayed  in,  the  fupport  of 
h,  the  refttlt  ultimately  comes  to  this,  that  all  powers  en- 
gaged in  a  Confederacy  ibr  one  common  end,  (hould  keep 
aloof  of  each  other,  and  not  act  conjointly.     Such  a  poiition 
fa  contrary  to  the  principle  of  human  action  ;  it  is  contrary  to 
the  uniform  fydcm  of  mankind  ;  it  is  difproved  by  the  hif^ 
tory  bf  all  nations.     The  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to  have 
forgotten  the  fable  of  liic  Father,  who,  calling  his  fons  toge- 
ther, impreffed  upon  ihcir  minds  the  neccffiiy  and  influence 
of  unity  and  co-operation,  by   his  allufion  to  the  bundle  of 
fticks,  which,  when  firmly  united,  deBed  every  attempt,  but 
when  fepar.  ted  wcic  eallly  broken.     It  was  an  allufion,  the 
force  of  which  ihc   hon»  Gentleman  did  not  feem  to  feel,. 
but  which,  in  a  political  as  well  as  a  moral  fenfc,  cannot  be 
too  ftrongly  imprelTcd.     I  am  almoft  inclined  to  think  that 
the  hon.  Gentlcinan,  though  in  another  way,  is  following  up 
the  example  of  an  hon.  Friend  of  his  and  mine.     There  wa* 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  fpecch  a  degree  of  irony  on  him- 
fclfandhis  friends,  of  which  he  could  not  have  been  guilty, 
had  he  been  aware  how  pointedly  it  applied.     But  as  it  wa» 
perhaps  necclfary  for  him  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  do- 
ing fomethingj  he  adopted,  without  aconvic!i<m  of  its  indif- 
crction,  a  conduct  fouiewhat  like  thai  recommended  by  Dean 
Swift  fn  his  Advice  to  Servants.  That  faiirical  author,  among 
his  fuggeflions,  recommended  to  fervants  who  had  been   idle 
and  indolent,  and  wjfted  tO'have  aa  cxcufi^  for  their  negle^.>^ 
to  lay  a  pail  of  dirty   wa.t<ii  andl  a  mop  upon  the  flairs.     Ic 
was  poflible  that   the  maftcr  or   miftrefs,  oi;.  their  vifiiors^ 
might  fall  ov«r  it  and  break  their  fhins,  b«|  what  of  thai  ? 
The  fervant  might  then  offer  in  her  defence   that    (he  had 
been  cleaning  the  houfe.     The  rcafons  which  the  hon  Gen- 
tleman has  urged  in  favour  of  bis  motion  are  indeed  of  a  tm^d 
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extraordinary  kind,  "  Take  care,"  fays  he,  **  don't  make 
any  alliances— don't  contrail  any  reciprocal  engagement,  be- 
caufe  you  will  not  be  able  to  avail  yourfelf  of  your  whole  . 
firengih,  of  the  whole  of  your  means  and  refoiirces  fmgly,  ei- 
ther to  carry  on  war,  or  lo  conclude  peace."  To  depriire 
ourfelves  of  every  poflible  .advantage  which  refuhs  from  co-i 
operation  would  be  fomethiog  like  ihecoodu£t  of  a. General 
who  (hall  fend  orders  to  the  commander  of  a  fortrefs  be-, 
i^eged  by  the  enemy-r-ihrow  down  your  ramparts:,:Ievcl  youc 
fori  i  Beat  ion  s^  but  itill  make  a  moft  vigorous  rcfiftance,  and 
ijiould  you  be  compelled  to  furrendcrr  there  will  be  no  dif- 
pute,  no  altercation  about  ihe  gates  or  the  avenues  by.whicli 
you  are  to  march  out.  The  very  nature  of  an  alliance  is 
founded  upon  mutual  intereft — mutual  obligation,  and  the 
elTence  of  it  confids  in  reciprocity  ot  benefit,  but,  Sir,  if 
circumibnccs  unfortunately  arife  which  are  marked  with  aL 
different  tendency,  from  unavoidable  events,  it  is  utterly  im- 
poflible  to  provide  for  what  is  u  of  ore  fee  n,  and  it  would  be  the 
height  of  impiudence  not  to  yield  to  them.  The  prefent 
queftion,  if  fairly  taken  and  dripped  of  all  the  ufelefs  mat* 
ler  with  which  it  has  been  leaded  by  the  hori.  Gentleman,  is 
reduced  to  this  alternative,  and  fucH  {contend  isnhe  fituiitioa 
of  the  country:  are  we  lefs  likely  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
fjiccefs,  and  to  make  peace,  tn  concert  with  AuUria,  than 
without  her  r  I  am  not,  however,  furprtfed  that  a  conteft 
(ingle-handed  with  France  is  fo  earncftly  recommended,  for 
that  has  been  long  the  favourite  obje<9:  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's politics,  and  the  favourite  wi(h  of  himfelf  and  ht» 
friends.  Now,. Sir,  with  refpe^i  to  any  deviation  from  one 
great  and  common  end — wiih  refpeft  to  any  breach  of  en- 
gagement on  the  part  of  thofc  powers  with  whom  we  have  ' 
been  in  alliance  during  the  profccution  of  the  war,  I  (hall  fay 
a  few  words,  for  this  coniiitutes  the  principal  charge  pre* 
(erred  by  him  againft  his  Majedy's  Minifiers.  I  do  not  at- 
tempt to  fay  that  there  does  not  ex  id  any  reafon  for  not  blam* 
ing  them  fpr  the  abandonment  of  a  principle  by  which  the 
whole  of  the  confederacy  was  to  have  been  prompted  and  ac- 
tuated. Although  ihefe  powers  may  have  fhewn  a  want  of 
unanimity,  although  they  may  have  evinced  inftances  of  feU 
fifhnefs  and  individual  aggrandifement,  although  they  may 
have  occaHonally  lod  fight  of  the  grand  object  to  which  the 
views  and  exertions  of  all  conjointly  fhould  have  been  dt» 
icded — docs  it  therefore  follow  that  the  wifdom  and  the  vi- 
gour of  tfaijs  Governcnent^  which  have  be(^  uniformly  em-- 
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ployed  In  promoting  the  common  caufo)  and  which  could  liot 
be  rerponfible  for  the  faults  of  others>  ^e  to  be  the  objects  of 
ccnfure?  Many  of  the  events  which  have  been  blamed  were 
unavoidable,  and  are  ferioufly  to  be  lamented ;  but  the  in- 
ferences drawn  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  are  unfupported  by 
facts,  and  his  conclufions  sire  not  made  out,  that  no  benefit 
lias  been  derived  from  the  alliances  which  this  country  has 
formed.  If  a  power  with  whom  we  are  conneeted  by  the 
faith  of  engagements  leaves  us  in  tbe  courfe  of  the  conteft^ 
we  mud  lament  his  abfence,  but  afluredly  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  while  the  connexion  laded,  it  was  productive  of 
benefit.  I  have  heard  with  fome  furprife  the  objection  made, 
that  one  State  will  confult  and  forward  its  own  peculiar  in- 
terefls ;  granted,  for  fuch  is  the  nature  of  every  thing  that 
is  human,  nor  is  it  poflible  for  human  foreflght  to  make  a 
fbafonable  and  adequate  provifion  againft  fu^  an  event ;  but 
though  I  admit  the  objection  to  the  fulleft  extent,  there  is 
even  in  this  felfifh  conduct  fome  jsottfequence  that  leads  to 
the  general  advantage.  In  maintaining  this  pofition,  I  find 
mylelf  fupported  by  the  principle  of  experience,  that  private 
intered  promotes  the  intered  of  the  whole;  and  admitting  all 
which  1  have  heard  in  the  courf<i  of  the  fpeech  which  has 
been  jud  delivered,  I  do  not  obferve  any  document  whatever 
to  judify  the  extraordinary  doctrine  refpecting  the  difadvan- 
tages  of  our  making  and  adhering  tp  alliances,  as  it  has  been 
laid  down  by  the  hpn.  Gentleman.  When  he  talks  of  me* 
lancholy  events  and  fad  experience,  I  beg  leave  to  tell  him 
that  he  does  not  confider  the  quedion  in  a  fair  or  an  en* 
lightened  view.  It  is  not  to  the  pad  that  we  are'  folely 
to  confine  our  contemplations  ^  whatever  may  have  hap« 
pened  is;  not  the  object  of  our  difcuflions;  we  are  now 
called  to  look  to  the  future,  and  we  are  to  decide  whe- 
ther we  cught  to  reject  the  alliance  of  Audria  and  go  on 
^•with  the  war  by  ourfelves  ?.  As  to  the  hon.  Gentleman^ 
hidory  of  what  Audria  has  been  doing  for  itfelf  in  Italy, 
tbe  whole  of  his  acccnnt  may  be  true.  Audria  might  have 
been  a£ling  for  its  own  exclufivc  intereds,  but  I  mud  alk, 
did  it  not  at  the  fame  time  alfo  ferve  us  by  the  very 
zSt  of  which  he  complains  ?  But  then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
fays,  it  never  looked  to  our  alliance  uniil  fuch  a  nieafurc 
became  neccffary  to  it.  Yet  having  dated  this,  which  he 
confiders  as  a  drong  point,  he  obferves  in  another  part  of 
his  fpeech  that  the  alliance  was  forced  upon  Audria  by  us.^ 
How  he  Avill  be  able  to  reconcile  tbofe  oppofite  ftatements. 
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tt  is  for  him  to  explain  and  for  the  Houfe  to  determine.  The 
ftrefs  which  he  lays  upon  the  date  of  the  treaty  will  be 
found  of  little  avail,  and  no  argument  in  favour  of  his  mo« 
tion  can  be  deduced  from  that  point.  The  fact  is,  that  tht 
treaty  was  chiefly  concluded  long  before,  and  was  only  waltz- 
ing for  the  ufual  forms  when  the  battle  of  Marengo  was 
fought.  He  will  not  now  pretend  to  fay  that  the  fate  of  the  . 
battle  of  Marengo  "tvas  the  caufe  of  the  treaty ;  and  fince  thii 
fa£l  is  indubjtable,  there  is,  confequently,  noproof,  no  infe«- 
rence  whatever,  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  ot  the  Emperor. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  atfo  alluded  to  the  humiliating  coo^ 
ceflions  made  to  the  enemy  in  Germany,  but  here  again  they 
make  againft  his  own  argument ;  for  certainly  thofe  humi- 
liating concellions,  as  they  are  termed,  are  no  proof  of  the 
bad  faith  of  the  Emperor,  fince  it  muft  be  obvious,  that 
fooner  than  break  his  engagements  with  this  country,  he  ac- 
ceded to  them,  at  the  expence  of  the  deareft  confiderations. 
In  anfwer  to  the  obfervations  upon  Count  St.  Julicn*s  vifit  to 
Paris,  it  is  fufficient  to  remark  that  there  is  no  connection 
between  it  and  the  Emperor's  letter.  Great  ftrcfs  has  been 
laid  upon  the  papers  which  have  not  been  produced,  but  1 
can  only  fay,  that  upon  the  £aCe  of  the  papers  which  have 
been  publifhed,  every  thing  goes  in  the  mod  fatisfaSory 
manner  to  (hew  the  good  faith  of  his  Imperial  Majefty. 
[Here  fome  intimations  were  whtfpered  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Secretary  at  War.]  Or,  as  it  has 
been  fuggefted  to  me,  if  the  papers  concealed  were  fo  very 
favourable  to  the  line  of  reafoning  propofed  by  the  hon* 
Gentleman,  why,  I  demand,  have  they  not  been  produced 
by  the  enemy?  If  thoy  really  went  to  expofe  the  violation 
of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  we  may  fairly 
conclude  that  they  would  not  be  kept  back  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Frapce ;  for  few,  I  believe,  will  attempt  to  vindi-^ 
cate  the  delicacy  of  condud  and  fcriipulnus  honour  obferved 
\n  that  quarter.  Then,  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  goes  to  the 
general  conflict  of  the  war ;  but  when  he  argues  upon  the 
want  of  fmcerity  in  his  Majedy's  Minifters,  he  urges  it  as  a 
rcafon  for  not  entering  into  alliances.  How  he  applies  this 
fnode  of  argtiment,  I  know  not,  unlefs  he  comes  forward  as 
an  advocate  for  Aullria,  and  fays  to  her — **  Do  not  form  any 
engagement  with  us,  for  we  (hall  deceive  you,**  So  that  he 
|s  in  reality  as  cafneft  in  his  endeavours  to  deter  that  power 
from  concluding  alliances  with  us,  on  the  ground  of  our  bad 
^aj(h,  as  he  is  zealous  in  his  efforts  to  convir.ce  ys  that  we 
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hii^t  no  folid  benefit  to  expect  from  the  co-operation  of  the 
Eknperor,  With  refpect  to  9.  negociation  between  ilate5».  it 
is  like^  treaty  or  a  i^rgain  between  individtials,  in  "which 
4herB  is  (Iricily  fpeaking  no  finceriiy.  Wc  hear  of  lincerity 
in  friendfliip,  we  hear  of  finceriiy  in  love,  but  in  the  falc 
of  an  eftate  there  is  n9  fincerity,  farther  than  that  which 
•rifes  from  '  intereft  in  carrying  on  and'  concluding  the 
contract.  There  is  always  room  more  or  lefs  for  the 
4fff  lay  of  fincerity.  I  beg,  Sir,  the  honourable  Gentleman 
.will  confider  that  whether  minifters  were  fincerc  or  not, 
they  actually  did  every  thing  which  fincerity  could  do.  This 
•may  at  leaft  be  faid  of  them — "  They  were  conftant  while 
pofleft/'  But  another  topic  has  been  introduced  to  prove  the 
general  inflncerity  of  minifiers,  and  a  very  firong  aliufion  is 
mad^  to  the  manherof  conducting  the  negociations.  .  The 
hon.  Gcntieaian  has  enlarged  with  much  invedive  upon  the 
want  of  attention  to  M.  Otto,  and  expreflTed  his  concern  that 
there  was  not  a  fuperabundance  of  ceremonies  upon  the  oc* 
cafion.  The  channel  of  communication  was,  however,  the 
bcft  that  could  be  employed,  and  ihe  event  proved  the  wif- 
dora  of  the  choice.  From  the  commencement  to  the  end  of 
the  negociation,  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  was  managed  with 
fo  much  care  and  fecrecy,  that  there  did  not  once  occur  any 
ground  of  fufpicion  refpefling  the  tranfadion,  nor  was  it 
known  in.any  onie  of  its  (lages  until  the  ilfue  was  ultimately 
made  public.  As  to  the  interference  of  Mr.  Hammond,  who 
fills  the  confidential  fituation  of  under  fccretary  of  ftate,  go-^ 
vernmeot^  in  employing  that  gentleman,  merely  conformed 
fn  the  pradliceof  former  negociations;  and  France  herfttf 
had  obfcrved  a  fimilar  proceeding.  In  1793,  a  gentleman, 
who  held  a  ra«ik  equal  to  that  of  Mr.  Hammond,  was  firnt 
over  to  this  country  to  neg<K:iate,  and  the  celebrated  Mr. 
Prior,  who  was  under  fccretary  .of  fiatc,  had  been  employed 
ill  affairs  of  the  greateft  magniliuic*  There  is  no  proof 
yvhich  can  induce  the  Htnifc  to  give  credit  10  the  infinuaiion 
irhat  the  Emperor  vVas  engaged  in  carrying  on  negociations 
with.  France  before  he  communicated  a  circumllancc  of  fo 
much  importance  to  <is.  The  original  article  does  not  bear 
out  the  hon.  GenUcman  in  his  inferences  upon  that  head,  for 
though  I  do  not  pretend  to  any  more  knowledge  of  the  French 
than  himfcU,  the  exprtffion  is  evidently  ufcd  not  in  the  indi- 
cativ/e  but  the  fubjur.dive,  and  it  is  clearly  flatcd,  that  the 
l^'tench  plenipotentiary  fiitntid  be  employed  There  was  then 
a  fort  of  cpifode  in  the  hon  Gcntltnau'ii  fiuiih,  with  tcfped 
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to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt.  It  was  very  elaborate,  but  by 
no  mcap9  conneded  with  the  main  fubjei£t.  He  does  not 
fcruple  to  accufe  miniders  oJF  a  want  ^f  forefight,  but  he 
bas  not  besn  able  to  difcover  the  waiit  of  gooH  faith  in  the 
French*  It  happens,  however*  as  there  has  been  fVequent 
Qccafion  to  remark,  that  there  is  morp  in  the  poftcript  than 
the .  letter  ;  an4  the  aid-de  catnp ,  of  the  French  General 
Kleber*  fpeaking  in  the  name  of  that  officer,  and  ading  di« 
jredly  under  his  authority^  expreJTsly  Rates,  tha^  he  wais  ready 
|o  carry  the  treaty  into.efFi:6l  as  foon  asjhe  ratification  bf  the 
Englilh  government  (hould  arrive.  That  ratification  did 
arrivci  yet  there  was  no  attempt  made  to  exect^te  the  con- 
irad;  nothipg  was  done  to  keep  the  promife  which  had  been 
fo  explicitly  given.  I  feel  it  alfp  ncceflary.to  obferve,  that 
connected  as  we  were  whh  Auflria,  it  would  have  been  to- 
tally inconfiftent  with  our  views  and  intereft  to  fufFer  the 
enemy  to  evacuate  Egypt  upon  the  conditions  of  the  conven- 
tion. Woukl  it  have  been  right  under  all  the  circtimftances 
of  the  moment  to  let  an  army  of  the  defcriptipn  of  that  under 
the  command  of  General  Kleber  return  to  France,  and  co« 
operate  in  Europe  againft  our*  ally  ?  We  had  alfo  the  un- 
doubted privilege  of  thinking  for  ourfelves,  and  eaercifing 
our  right  by  fea,  even  without  reference  to  any  other  confi- 
deration.  In  noticing  the  animadverfions  which  have  taken 
place  on  the  fuccefs  and  condudt  of  the  war,  I  do  not  mean 
to  trotible  the  Houfe  by  going  over  the  old  grounds  that  have 
been  fo  often  difcuflfed  ;  but  as  the  fubject  is  perpetually  re« 
•newable,  it  feems  to  me  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
clearly,  lay  out  his  groimds  of  accufation.  There  are  two 
diftinct  propofuions  which  require  inveftigation.  't'he  one 
is,  whether  the  war  has  been  unfuccefsiul,  and  the  other, 
whether  thofc  who  conducted  it  may  not  deferVe  praife  or 
cenfure.  I  ean  eafily  bring  myfelf  to  believe  that  a  war  may 
be  in  every  refpect  fucceisful,  and  ihofe  who  conducted  it 
mty,  notwithftanding  be  the  jud  objects  of  bi..me,  while  I 
can  alfo  be  of  opinion  that  a  war  may  prove  nnfuccefsfui, 
while  thofc  who  had  the  management  of  it  m:^'be  defervedly 
entitled  to  praife.  Su  very  much  depends  upon  an  impartial 
cxatnination  of  motives,  of  even-s  calculated  to  give  rife  to 
and  guide  opinion,  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
trace  any  thing  like  a  nice  line  of  didinction.  But  the  cri- 
terion aifumed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  with  refpect  to  the 
prc^refs  and  fuccefs  of  hodilities,  is  not  jud,  for  he  fays  you 
are  10  Iodide  by  a  coinparifun  of  the  clofe  of  the  war  with  the 
.  VvL,  fV.  1800.  H  h  nato 
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Ante  of  the  country  before  you  comtHeiKcct  k.  I  anfwef » 
No !  You  are  to  cbmpftre  the  clofe  of  the  war  with  what 
the  ftate  of  the  ceuiltiy  might  have  beeiv  had  there  been  no 
war  at  aJU  And  I  am  ftrongly  inclined  to  think  that  this 
mode  of  forming  an  eftimtte  will  hold  good  in  every  refoect. 
Let  us  apply  it  to  the  gallant  defender  of  Acre.  Did  he 
prove  as  fiiccefsful  in  the  dole  of  his  actions  as  he  Was  in 
the  outfet,  yet  half  his  glory  would  be  more  than  fufficient 
to  gratify  the  fondeft  hopes  of  minifters  ?  We  are  bound  t» 
confider  what  our  IHuation  would  have  been  without  the  war*. 
It  is  no  inconfuierable  confolation  that  here  we  are  alive- 
merry  1  do  not  know — but  here  we  are  in  the  full  enjoymeat 
of  unexampled  commercial  profperity — with  an  abundance 
of  wealthi  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory  of  any  nation — with 
our  laws,  manners,  and  religion  unmixed,  unpolluted  with 
republican  innovations :  Here  we  are  prcfervcd  from  impiety^ 
immfOrality,  depredation  and  pkinder.  We  have  not  fufiered 
lik^  the  people  of  Tufcany,  of  Switzerland,  of  Holland,  and 
a»  America  wouM  have  fuffered,  had  (he  not  been  faved  from 
ruin  by  her  natural  fituation.  But  whenever  peace  comes^ 
and  whether  it  is  to  be  concluded  with  a  Jacobinical  republic, 
I  am  not  to  be  fuppofed  wanting  in  fincerity,  if  i  choofe 
the  lefler  of  two  evils !  I  truA  I  (hall  not  be  denied  the  privi^ 
lege  to  which  every  man  has  a  juft  claim*  Though  all  the 
principles  of  equality  have  been  deftroyed ;  though  all  the 
rights  of  man  which  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  have  fo  Are* 
nuouily  upheld,  have  been  extinguiflied,  yet  there  may  be 
much  danger  fill! ;  and  even  in  that  danger  I  can  look  upon 
a  jacobin  peace  as  the  lefler  of  two  evils.  But  if  it  muft  be 
that  peace  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  defcrtbes  it  to  be ;  if 
it  mufl  be  that  pence  fo  cordial,  fo  healing,  fo  unfufpeAiog 
as  to  fnpprefs  for  ever  aH  caufes  of  diftruft,  and  to  obliterate 
the  recolledion  of  all  the  horrors  and  miferies  which  we  have 
wxtneflTed  and  deplored,  I  have  now  no  difficulty  in  faying  I 
cannot  fee  any  extent  of  danger  refuliing  from  a  profecutton 
of  the  conteft  which  would  make  me  confider  it  the  lefler  of 
two  evils.  If  we  are  to  embrace  eaCh  other  with  the  frater- 
nal kifs;  tf  we  are  to  fraternize  with  France  in  all  xht 
Warmth  df  jacobinifm,  I  fay  plainly,  1  do  not  wiOi  forfoch 
a  peace.  I  do  not  v/'iih  for  the  Jntrodu6lion  of  republican 
manners  or  reptiblican  dod>rines. — Does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
maintain  that  we  muft  change  our  opinions — that  we  muft 
alter  our  conviflion— that  we 'muft  adopt  a  new  fyftem  of 
thought  and  adian  congenial  to  the  fpirit  of  France  ?  Am  I 
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to  blind  my  eyes  to  tKe  feriidy  of  Bonaparte?  Am  I  H> 
Uind  my  eyes  to  his  monftrous  ambition  f  Am  I  to  baniOi 
fr<Nn  my  mii|d  a  truth  which  is  fo  forcn>ly  impreiTed  upon  it  f 
Am  I  to  believe  that  a  miracle  has  been  wrought  in  favour  of 
Bonaparte  r  J  have  a  great  refped  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  whom  the  alluflon  has  been  made  on  the  fubject  of  peace  i 
but  in  this  inftance  I  cannot  entertain  any  refpect  for  him. 
Such  a  peace  would  indeed  plunge  the  country  into  the  moff 
lamentable  calamities ;  ftKrh  a  peace  iiiould  feai  our  ruin  ; 
and  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to 
me«  that  fuch  a  peace  (honid  be  conQgned  to  the  manage^ 
ment  and  fuperiutendancc  r.>  other  hands.  I  wt(h  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Hoiife  or  vjnmmons  to  what  thofe  gen* 
tlemen  wifli.  They  defire  a  union  with  the  French  repnb- 
liCf  for  under  whatever  fliape,  under  whatever  form  (he 
prefents  herfelf  to  their  view,  ihe  has  a  thoufand  graces,  a 
fhoufand  beauties.  That,  Sir,  is  their  final,  their  ultimate 
hope.  They  do  wifli  we  fliould  conclude  peace,  not  in  a 
fpirit  of  jealoufy,  not  in  a  fpirit  of  diftruk  taught  by  the 
melancholy  experience  of  the  laft  ten  wars,  but  that,  in  one 
word,  we  (hould  cordially  fraternize  with  the  government  of 
France. 

Mr.  Grey. — After  the  plain  and  honeft  declaration  of  his 
principles  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  now  made, 
the  public  can  be  at  no  lofs  to  difcover  his  real  view ;  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentieman^s  friends  go  all  the  length  which 
he  goes,  the  conncry  will  furely  at  length  open  their  eyes  to 
their  true  fituation,  and  begin  ferioufly  to  confider  what  they 
have  toexpsQ  from  the  continuance  of  their  Adminiftration. 
ThcfiHght  hon.  Gsntleman^is  fo  fully  convinced  of  thead«- 
vantages  of  general  argument,  that  even  on  a  fubjed  where 
4ity  honourable  Friend  chiefly  4:onfined  his  attention  to  a  par*- 
ticular  point,  he  has  thought  proper  to  employ  it  throughout 
his  fpeech.  It  was  not  alferted  by  my  honourable  Friend  in 
the  vague,  indeterminate  manner  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman tnnnuates>  that  general  confederacies  were  at  all  times 
and  in  all  ciraimdances  unjudifiable  or  ruinous.  He  did 
not  fay  that  they  might  not  be  fubfervient  to  important  pur- 
pbfes,  or  that  their  objeft  could  never  be  precife  or  intellU 
gible;  but  what  he  aiferied  was  this:  that  confederacies, 
among  the  members  of  which  there  was  no  harmony  of  de- 
fign,  no  concert  in  operation,  no  cordial  wi(b' for  a  common 
endy  whofe  objeGt  was  nnintelligible,  and  whofe  aim  was  npt 
explicit,  ^were  deftrudive  to  any  State.    This  is  the  view 
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which  my  honourable  Friend  tool^  of  confederacies,  aod  he 
blamed  the  alliances  whichy  during  the  prefent  war»  have 
been  formed  foiely,  becaufe  they  were  cemented  by  no  grand 
principle  of  union,  becaufe  they  were  animated  by  no  ardent 
defire  for  fome  important,  definite  end.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  prepared  to  (hew  that  the  objcft  of  the  prefent 
conteft  has  ever  been  accurately  defined,  or  that  it  has  ever 
been  cordially  purfued  by  the  confederated  powers,  he  will 
do  what  is  much  mpre  relevant  to  the  quedion  before  the 
Houfe,  than  he  can  ever  hope  to  accompli(h  by  his  genera^ 
arguments  in  fupport  of  confederacies,  the  utility  of  which, 
in  particular  emergencies,  is  univerfally  allowed.     The  right- 
hon.  Gentleman  has  thought  it  neceflary  to  make  an  allufion 
to  a  celebrated  publication  of  Dr.  Swift,  though  T  do  not 
know  exactly  How  this  allufion  was  connc£led  with  Ms  ar- 
gument; but  as  he  hasdireded  my  attention  to  this  publica- 
tion! I  think  I  can  help  him  to  an  allufion  which  bears  much 
more  clofcly  on  the  fubjc6l.    Thai  author,  in  one  part  of  his 
advice  to  fervants,  recommends  to  them  to  fiiut  up  cats  in  a 
china  clofet,  aod  after  they  have  broken  all  the  ware,  he 
tells  them  that  they  ought  to  exprefs  wonder  at  the  devafta- 
tion,  and  to  exclaim,  who  would  have  thoug}it  it !    As  fer- 
vants are  recommended  thus  to  cxcufe  their  negligence, fo 
Minitters,  after  the  fucccflive  defedion  of  the  confederate! 
in  the  conteft,  afier  experiencing  treachery  inftead  of  faith, 
hoftility  in  place  of  friendfhip,  may  perhaps  be  ready  to  aik 
withTurpriie,  **  who  would  iiave  thought  it !"     But,  Sir,  I 
fay,  that  from  the  manner  in  which  the  connrAion  betwixt 
iliofc  Confederates  arofe,  from  their  poflefling  from  the  com- 
mencement no  fimila^ity  of  .defign,  no  unanimity  of  wiihes, 
no  conteft  of  enterprife,  they  ought  to  have  forefeen  thefe 
various  difappointments.     If  France  had  feized  fame  parti- 
cular territory,  and  a  few  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  had 
imited  for  the  purpofe  of  driving  them  from  it,  in  this  cafe 
their  objed  would  have  been  explicit,  their  wKhes  would 
have  been  directed  to  a  fimple  point,  and  defedion  would 
naturally  have  excited  furprife.     But  when  the  war  on  the 
part  of  Auftria  was  from  the  firft  a  war  of  aggrandifement, 
and  when  Prufiia  was  induced  to  engage  in  it,  from  a  tempo- 
'  .rary  inattention  to  her  interetts,  was  it  any  ihing  extraordi- 
' nary  ^hatdefed ion  foon  took  place,  and  that  the  fpiritof  the 
confederacy  was  broken  ?    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
t  »ld  us  that  finderity  in  negociation*  is  not  ticceflary,— that 
h  is  not  to  be  expedcd  in  the  firil  ftage  of  ^  propofal  for 
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peace.  But,  I  would  aflc  that  Qcntleman,  what  is  the  foun- 
dation of  ail  intercourfe  between  States— what  is  ^he  meaning 
of  fuch  reprefcntationsy  if  they  are  to  be  di(lingiii(hed  by  a 
total  abfence  of  good  faith )  Are  thtey  not  defigned  to  be  an  . 
exprellion  of  an  intention  to  execute  certain  agreements,  and 
is  not  a  belief  that  this  intention  is  fincere^  eflential  to  any 
permanent  treaty  betwixt  nations  ?  If  no  fuohftnccrity  is  at 
all  required,  -I  would  aik  why,  in  all  the  papers  that  are 
laid  before  this  Houfe^  there  feems  fuch  a  Arong  defire  tq 
imprefs  a  convidion  that  his  Majcfty  has  been  aduated  by  it , 
in  every  negociationr — Does  not  this  an^^i^ty  betray  at  leaft 
a  wifhtbat  an  opinion  of  fincerity  (hould  exift  ? 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  next  to  the  confide^ 
ration  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  war ;  which  is,  indeed,  the  grand 
point  on  which  all  our  difcuflTion  centers.     He  denies  that 
the  llatement  which  we  employ  is  a  fair  one,  or  that  the,me« 
thod  we  ufe  to  determine  the  completion  of  its  objeS  is  juftly 
applied.     He  fays  that  we  ought  not  to  eHimate  the  fuccefs 
of  the  prefent  conteft  by  the  Tituation  of  the  country  at  its 
termination,  but  by  a  calculation  of  what  would  have  been 
its  ftate  if  the  war  had  not  been  undertaken.     This,  Sir,  is 
a  very  convenient  mode  of  reafohing  fovthat  Gentleman,  and 
affords  a  fine  field  for  him  to  declaim  Ml  the  probable  effeAs 
of  our  continuance  in  a  (late  of  neutrality.     He  tells  us  that 
the  confequenee  of  not  going  to  war  at  the  time  when  we 
engaged  in  the  prefent  conteft,  would  have  been  the  lofs  of 
our  religion,  of  our  comtnerce,  of  our  liberty,  of  our  laws, 
and  all  our  domeftic  enjoyments.     Whatever  inay  be  that 
Gentleman's  opinions,  1  believe  that  few  of  the  people  of 
this  country  would  not  wi(h  that  the  comforts  they  enjoyed 
at  the  beginning  of  this  conteft  were  reftored  to  them,  who 
would  not  take  the  chance  of  all  thefe  probable  calamities  to 
have  pofltive  and  certsrin  happinefs  again  vifit  their  abodes,  who 
<!onot  think  that  nodanger  from  external  principles  couldplacci 
us  as  a  nation,  in  a  more  perilous  ftate  than  that  in  which  we 
now  ftand  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  that  it  is  unfair 
to  expe^  the  garrifon  of  the  State  in  the  fame  fituation  after 
a  fevcre  Gege  as  it  was  ere  that  fiege  began.     He  aflc9,   in 
illuftration  of  his  argument,  if  we  fuppote  that  Acre  was  in 
as  good  a  ftate  after  the  glorious  defence  of  Sir  Sidney'Strith 
as  it  was  previous  to  the  attack  f  No  man  in  this  Houle;  Sfi-, 
can  think  more  highly- of  the  noble  and  fptriled  condufi  dff* 
l^layed  ii|  the  defence  of  Acre  than  I  do ;  and  if  the  great 
objfeA)  0f  the  vjrajr  had  been  aa  effefkually  promoted^  perhaps 
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tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  hare  had  better  ground  of 
triunfiph.  If>  having  undertaken  the  defence  of  Holland^  we 
had  fucceeded  in  proteding  it  againfl  <he  French  arms— if^ 
having  engaged  to  refcue  Belgiiinp  from  tbe  yoke  of  France, 
our  efforts  had  been  crowned  with  fuccefs — if,  having  wIQied 
to  favc  Savoy  from  her  grafp,  we  had  obtained  our  end — if, 
deCring  to  confine  her  dominions  to  the  Rhine*  w^  had  ac«* 
a>mplilhed  bur  objeS — if,  being  anxious  to  drive  her  back 
"Within  her  ancient  limits,  we  had  gained  our  purpofc-— if 
we  had  been  fortunate  in  any  of  thefe  fchemes  there  w#uld 
have  been  fome  colour  of  reafon  for  gratulation :  but>  ui^der 
the  adual  (late  of  circuoillances,  it  is  the  height  of  abfurdity 
to  talk  of  fuccefs. 

Leaving  this»  however,  I  onlyafk  whyi  if  the  .war  has  beea 
fo  fuccefsful,  w'hy  are  we  fo  anxious  to  fecure  a  joint  nego* 
elation  t  why  are  we  not  allowed  to  oMuin  peace  on  the 
grotind  of  our  own  acquifitions  ?  I  think.  Sir,  the  pertina* 
city  of  Mtnifters  in  courting  thefe  joint  ncgociaiidns,  is  the 
hcA  proof  that  our  fituation  at  this  period  of  the  war  is  not 
fuch  as  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  would  have  us  to  believe. 
I  do  not  wifli  to  enter  largely  at  prefent  into  the  fubjeA  of 
Egypt,  but  I  cannot  help  making  a  few  remarks.  I  am  afto*- 
iii(hed.  Sir,  that  the  right^  hon.  Gentleman  (hould  call  the 
paper  of  General  Kleber's  aide  du  canip  an  engagement  on 
th£  part  of  that  General  to  evacuate  Egypt.  It  is  evident  on 
the  flighted  infpection  of  dates,  that  the  exprefTions  in  that 
paper  were  merely  the  refult  of  private  fuggcftion,  as  no 
communications  had  paflcd  from  the  time  that  the  General's 
own  letter  was  corapofed.  Bur,  Sir,  I  confefs  it  gives  me 
ilill  greater  a(loni(hment  to  fee  any  fuch  importance  afiixed 
by  iK'ltfiifters  to  the  communications  of  an  inferior  officer  at 
ihat  time  diilant  from  his  chief.  I  am  a(lonift)ed  that  the 
iame  Gentlemen  wjio  have  all  along  talked  fo  lightly  of  the 
powers  of  Sir  Sidiicy  Smith  and  Count  St.  Julien,  (hould 
give  fuch  credit  to  the  mere  private  fuggeftion  of  an  officer 
.u'ho  was  never,  fuppofed  to  have  any  power  to  conclude  a 
treatyu  1  wilh  this  fubject  to  be  fully  inveiligated  ^  I  am 
anxious  that  by  probing  it  to  the  bottom  we  ftiould  arrive  at 
the  truth.  I  am  futisfied  that  Mtniflcrs,  in  this  tranfacticHi,  . 
have  not  difcovered  good  faith.  I  repeat  what  t  forinerly 
(aid,  that  officers  in  ^irSidtiey's  circumftances  have  a  right 
to  enter  into  jnegociations  of  a  nature  fitnilar  to  the  treaty  of 
£UAri(b.  Frequent  inftances  of  this  have  occurfed  in  a]^ 
wars  as  wetl  as  the  prefcntj  and  witriout  enunieratipg  thefe^ 
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I  will  merelj  allude  to  the  cafe  of  Malta,  where  the  condi«* 
lions  of  the  furrender  were  fettled*  by  an  officer  poflfeffing  % 
fecondary  command. 

Without,  however,  enlarging  farther  on  this  topici  1  (ball 
fake  the  libert]^  of  expreffing  my  opinion  fliortly  on  the  pa* 
pers  which  form  the  ground  of  the  Motion  now  before  tho 
Houfe*  After  what  my  honourable  Friend  has  faid,  it  is  un- 
neceffary  for :  me  perhaps  long  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  but  f 
(hall  beg  your  indulgence  for  a  fhort  time,  while  I  Aate  fhcf 
opinion  i  have  formed  on  this  lubject.  Three  great  queftiona 
feem  to  arife  out  of  thefe  papers — ift^  whether  a  naval  aiM 
miftice  was,  prima  ftuU^  objectionable?  adiy,  whether  the 
modification  ptopofed  in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffions  were 
particularly  expofcd to  objection?  and  3(lty,  whether,  fvp-- 
pofing  that  the  propofed  terms  were  fuch  as  could  not  at  pre-i 
fent  be  entertained,  Minifters  ^ere  then  juftifiable in  not  ac-- 
ceding  to  the  propofal  of  a  joint  negociation-?  My  honour-^ 
able  Friend  does  not  difapprove  of  the  conduct  of  Miniftertf 
tn  their  general  principle  on  the  fird  of  thefe  queftions.  But 
though  there  is  a  general  concurrence  on  the  objections  to  ai 
naval  armiftice,  fotne  didinctions  necefTarily  occur  betwixt 
the  fcntiments  of  my  honourable  Friend,  and  the  ideas  of 
Minifters.  If  once  the  principle  of  an  armiftice  is  admit«- 
tedy  I  do  not  fee  that  the  terms  of  the  French  are  part ici^« 
larly  unrcafonable.  I  am  difpofcd  to  agree  that  the  eftablilbf 
ment  of  a  naval  armiftice  to  the  fame  extent  as  propofed  by 
tile  French,  is,  according  to  the  ftatement  of  Lord  GrenviDe, 
unprecedented.  But  1  will  afk,  whether  there  is  any  prece« 
dent  of  two  confederated  nations,  the  ose  of  whom  was  al- 
lowed to  treat  with  the  advantages  of  an  armiftice,  while  the 
other  wasL  admitted  to  negociate,  though  continuing  to  exert 
all  its  force  ?  It  is  plain  that  the  difference  in  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  two  powers  could  not  po/fibly  admit  of  their 
treating  on  terms  of  equality.  If  one  of  the  confederated 
powers  has  the  means  of  annoying  the,  enemy  while,  hj 
means  of  an  armiftice  to  the  other,  reprifals  were  prevented, 
the  ends  of  an  armiftice  would  be  defeated.'  The  purpofeojf 
an  armiftice  is  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Belligerent 
Powers  to  treat  on  the  footing  of  their  fttuation  at  the  time 
of  its  being  formed.  But  ftippofing  that  the  War  Minifter,- 
~,  during  the  continuance  of  the  armiftice  granted  to  Auftria, 
had  employed  in  Tome  effective  object  that  force  which  he 
rendered  during  the  laft  campaign  the  laughing  ftoclc  of  Eu* 
Tope— ftippofc  that  he  had  fitted  out  an  expedition  which  had 
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been  fuccefsful  in  the  conqueft  of  Holland^  or  any, other  ^ay 
have  affifted  ttie  Emperor  in  repairing,  his  difafters,  and  pre^ 
paring  new  means  of  defence 4  on  any  of  thefe  fuppoGtionff 
the  French  would  have  loft  not  pnly  the  advantagps  they  bad 
given  up)  but  wouM  be  in  a  much  worfc  flate  than  they  were- 
when  the  armiftice  was  granted.  There  is  nothing  then  fur* 
prifinginthe  with  of  the  French  to  conclude  an  armiftice 
with  u$  on  terms  which  give  them  fome  return  for  the  ad* 
vantages  which  they  pretended  to  have  conceded  to  our  ally. 
But  had  France  really  given  up  any  futh  advantages  as  en* 
tilled  her  to  make  this  demand  i  The  language  of  France  is 
plainly  this :  I  have  given  up  to  your  ally  ma^y  ftrikiug  ad*, 
vantages  which  the  ilate  of  my  armies  had  fecured.  I  have 
coofeiited  to  an  armiftice,  by. which  I  have  departed  from 
that  afcendancy  which  long  fuccefs  had  procured ;  and  l)efore 
I  admit  you  to  neeociate  jointly  with  your  ally,  I  require  you 
to  give  up  part  of  your  relative  fupertOrity,  as  acompenfa- 
tion  for  my  facrifices.  Here  Lord  Grenviile  fays,  that  the 
principle  propored  is  unprecedented,  which  I  allow ;  but  this 
being  waved  by  the  admiflion  of  the  principle,  will  any  man 
deny  that  France  did  give  up  very  important  advantfiges, 
which  entitled  her  to  hold  high  language  on  this  fubjedf  It 
is  conformable  to  the  general  -  principles  of  human  nature 
that  victories  do  roufc  the  fpirit  and  enfure  the  fuperibriiy  of 
a  people.  This  courage,  and  this  fuperiority,  are  augmented 
in  proporiion  to  the  continuance  of  thefe  vidories.  .Apply 
this  principle  to  France,  and  fay,  impartially,  whether  the 
French  army  had  not  acquired  this  fuperiority.  The  French 
troops  were  elated,  not  merely  by  the 'fuccefsful  battle  of 
Marengo,  but  the  whole  country  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Danube  had  been  the  fcene  of  their  triumphs !  They  were 
enflamed  with  ardour  for  new  contefts,  and  defpifed  an  enemy 
whom  they  were  accuftomed  to  conquer.  On  the  contrary, 
tiie  Auftrians  Were  difpirited  by  defeats,  their  refources  were 
exhaufted,  titeir  numbers  were  alarmingly  diminiOied,  and 
little  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  final  refnlt  of  a  cun- 
teft  profecuted  under  thefe  circumflances.  Such,  Sir,  was 
the  relative  fuperiority  which  France,  in  a  great  meafure,  re^ 
notmced  by  granting  the  armiftice.  Bonaparte  I  will  allow  to 
be  ambitious,  and  as  fuch  he  naturally  feels  a  defire  to  recruit 
his  armies,  confiderably  reduced  even  by  their  vidorics;  but 
by  granting  the  armiftice  to  Auftria,  the  means  of  j-aidng 
thefe  fcvics  were  confiderably  impaired.  Experience  hi»4 
iliewn   how  much   more   eafy    it    is   to   recruit    an   arm\L 
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d^QinQci  to'conqueft,  than  one   wl)Qfc  objeft  is  defence. 
This  facility  was  ^lifplayed  doring  the  time  that  the  re- 

!ublic  of  France  was  hard  prefled  by  the  combined  troops, 
t  is  only  necelTary  to  roufe  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people^ 
always  ready  to  difplay  iifelf  where  the  cxiftcnce  of  a 
Country  is  at  ftake.  It  was  this  enthufiafm  which  enabled 
Bonaparte  to  roufc'laft  year  the  dormant  energies  of  France, 
and  it  is  the  fanie  fpirit  which  has  put  it  in  the  Emperor's 
power  to  complete  thofe  levies  which  have  led  the  ChanceU 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  to  affirm  that,  as  a  friend  to  Auftria^ 
he  would  tell  her  that  (he  might  now,  without^  any  immi* 
nent  danger,  renew  the  conteft.  But  why,  Sir,  need  I  argup 
this  point,  when  it  is  proved  from  the  Emperor's  late  celnoa 
of  fome  places  in  Germany,  which  I  am  convinced  he  had 
no  reafon  to  give,  for  the  fake  of  procuring  the  prolongatidn 
of  thofe  advantages  which  it  fecured  to  him.  France  then 
was  in  a  fituation  of  relative  fuperiority  at  the  time  of 
granting  the  armiftice,  which  entitled  her  to  claim  facrificcs 
on  our  part,  and  minifters  have  no  reafon  to  take  merit  to 
themfelves  for  their  fincere  defire  of  peace  in  acceding  to  the 
principles  of  a  naval  armiftice,  which  fo  many  confiderations 
oppofed.  It  was  next  to  impofTible  for  them  to  refufe  this 
fTOfodlJimpHciUr^  and  they  are  convinced  that  a  refufal  in 
the  iiril  inAance  would  have  been  viewed  as  the  mod  deter* 
mined  proof  of  hoftility.  Still,  howeveri  there  were  fp 
many  objections  to  the  adoption  of  the  principle;  ^nd  the 
modifications  which  could  at  all  fanction  its  adoption,  that 
little  expectation  could  be  entertained  of  the  fuccefs  of  ne- 
gociations  of  which  this  was  to  form  the  commencement. 
Ihefe  modifications  appear  in  the  courfe  of  difcuflionto  haye 
been  reducible  to  two  points,  and  thcfe  referred  to  the 
fending  out  of  reinforcements  and  fupplies  to  Egypt  and 
Malta.  I  can  never  think  of  Egypt  having  thrown  a  bar  in 
'the  way  of  negtKiation,  without  at  the  fame  time  remem- 
bering that  it  is  to  be  afcribed  wholly  to  the  fault  of  minif- 
ters  that  it  has  not  been  evacuated.  No  man  is  more  fin- 
cerely  anxious  for  its  evacuation  than  1  am,  and  no  one 
would  condemn  more  ftrongly  any  permiilion  which  might 
be  granted  to  the  enemy  to  acqtiire  new  means  to  retain  it 
under  their  power,  li  even  the  fupply  of  twelve  hundred 
men  would  have  removed  one  of  the  obdacl^s  to  negociation^ 
I  would  have  objected  moil  (Wrongly  to  piirchafe  negociation 
on  fucb  a  condition.  Whether  the  other  point  could  have 
been  modified  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  free  from  objection> 
Vol.  IV.  1800.  li  I  ftall 
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I  Oiall  not  now  pretend  pofitively  to  detenntne,  but  I  con- 
ceive that  it  prefented  To  many  difficulties,  that  it  involved  fo 
many  dtfcordant  circumftances  as  to  preclude  all  poflibility 
of  its  adoption.  Thefe  then  are  obje£lions  conclufive  aeatnft 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  an  armiftice  as  propoied  by 
the  enemy.  Let  us  fee  what  would  have  been  the  advantage 
of  an  armiftice  as  modified  by  our  projct.  The  fzA  is,  that 
by  the  modifications  which  this  required,  no\  one  fingle  ad- 
vantage could  have  accrued  to  France  ;  In  no  one  point  of 
View,  would  it  have:  ferve'd  to  make  up  in  the  facrifices  made 
by  the  French  in  the  armiftice  to  Auftria.  1  confefs,  indeed, 
from  a  review  of  the  whole  circumftances  of  the  propofed 
"armiftice,  I  fee  reafon  to  believe  that  the  propofal  was  never 
intended  ferioufly  to  be  adopted  by  either  party,  and  I  can 
view  the  readinefs  with  which  both  embraced  its  principles 
to  be  merely  a  trial  of  diplomatic  flcillj  an  attempt  to  foil 
each  other  in  this  political  warfare. 

Bui  to  come  now.  Sir,  more  dire£lly  to  the  point  before 
the  Houfd,  the  principle  of  joint  negociation  is  To  involved 
with  difficulties,  that  it  comes  to  be  rejedled  ;  but  tho'  the 
negociations  cannot  be  begun  on  this  principle;  the  enemy 
offer  us  an  opportunity  of  treating  feparalely  for  peace.  The 
preclfe  point  here  is,  then,  knowing,  as  we  did,  the  difpo- 
ittion  ot  our  allies  on  former  occaftons ;  feeing,  as  we  have 
feen,  the  general  condud  of  Auftria  in  the  prefent  war.  Mi- 
nifters  were  entitled  to  facrifice  the  peace  of  the  country  to 
the  profpeft  of  any  advantages  to  be  derived  from  joint  ne- 
gociation. In  refle6iing  on  the  advantage  of  joint  negoci- 
ation, it  might  appear,  at  firft,  to  be  more  advifcable  to  con- 
ne£t  our  interefts  jtivith  thofe  of  our  allies  in  propofals  for 
peace.  But  a  review  of  all  treaties  and  negociations  ferves 
only  to  prove  that  this  notion  is  erroneous. 

My  honourable  Friend  ftated,  with  great  force,  the 
ruinous  confequences  of  the  greater  number  of  confedera- 
cies; and  I  may  now  add,  that  the  fame  objedions,  with 
little  variation,  apply  to  joint  negociations  for  peace;  The 
intercfts  to  be  attended  to  are  fo  difcordant*  the  compenfa- 
tions  to  be  made  are  fo  much  the  obje6lsof  jealotify,  and  the 
propcnfity  to  oppofttion  is  encouraged  by  fo  many  circum- 
fiances,  that  it  is  not  wonderful  to  perceive  them  fo  feldom 
attended  with  cordiality,  or  followed  up  with  fuccefs.  The 
treitty  of  Utrecht  places  thefe truths  in  a  clear  point  of  view; 
and  though  I  am  as  fenfible  as  any  one  that  it  has  been  fre- 
quently ob^eAed  to,  I  cannot  help  faying  that  the  previous 
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conferences  at  the  Hague,  Gertruydenbferg,  and  Utrechit  af- 
ford  little  room  to  hope  that,  in  any  cafe,  joint  conferences 
promote  the  caufe  of  reconciliation.  The  truth  is  more 
ttrikingly  ilUiftratcd  in  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  whicli"Wil- 
iiam,  who£s  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  Europe  is^  indlU 
putable,  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  nature  of  joint  negociationsi 
that,  in  fpite  of  the  warm  remonflrances  of  Spain,  and  the 
dill  mote  indignant  oppoiition  of  Auftria,  he  figned  thear* 
tides  of  that  peace.  I  might  illudrate  thi«  by  Uter  escamplest 
and,  in  particular,  by  the  conferences  opened  in  1758,  tod 
1759,  when  a  wt(h  to  bring  about  a  general  negociation  £iiled 
of  fuccefs.  There  thus  appears,  Sir,  to  be  nothing  in  the 
general  nature  of  things,  or  the  events  of  hiftory,  t<i  indiiee 
an  opinion  favourable  to  joint  negociation.  But  is  tliere  anjr 
to  call  for  its  adoption  at  prefent,  from  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe.  If  it  is  contended  that  our  conquells 
from  the  enemy  are  eKtenfive  and  important,  by  a  joint  ne- 
gociation .we  (faouid  lofe  the  beherit  of  their  influence, 
whereas  iit  feparate  propofals  we  might  give  them  their  due 
efieA.  Here,  however,  I  (hall  perhaps  lie  told  that  joint 
negociation  is  neceflary  to  keep  up  the  balatice  of  Europe: 
Without  entering  into  the  controversy  on  the  importance  of 
this  fuppofed  balance,  let  me  only  a(k  what  a  joint  negocia- 
tion would  enable  us  to  efkSt  i  Allow  that  Auftria  is  a  great 
link  in  the  chain  that  binds  Europe  together,  what  could  you 
procure  by  a  joint  negociation  ?  Could  you  procure  the  ne*. 
ttoration  of  Belgium  ?  Tdere  is  no  reafon  tof  think  that  any 
thing  we  could  throw  into  the  (bale,  would  procure  its  re« 
floration.  But  if  its  reftoration  co«4ld  be  procured,  was 
there  any  reafon  for  thinking  that  the  Emperor  would  take 
it  back?  So  far  from  wilhing  its  reftoration,  it  appeared 
that  in  1793  he  would  have  given  it.  up  to  the  King  ot  Pniflia 
if  he  would  have  engaged  to  defend  it.  On  the  fide  of  Italy,  our 
influence  could  be  even  lefs  felt  in  a  joint  negociation ;  and 
in  this  contemplation  of  things^  ought  we  not  fertoufly  to 
paufe  before  we  eonfentcd  to  prolong  the  miferies  of  war,  for 
the  fake  of  ferving  the  intercfts  of  Auftria  ?  In  former  periods 
we  have  had  proofs  of  the  gratitude  we  had  to  expect  from 
/that  power.  In  1756  did  we  not  fupport  her  caufe,  and  did 
(he  not  join  that  very  enemy  againft  whom  we  were  fighting 
her  battles.  In  the  American  war,  (he  not  only  did  not  a^ 
ford  us  any  fupport,  but  the  actually  countenanced  the  in- 
f^ncy  of  that  northern  confederacy,  which  even  then  wa^ 
'  I  i  2  beginning 
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beginning  tb  (hew  its  jealoufy  of  our  naval  dbdiinion.  As  I 
foe  nothing  in  reafoning*  in  biftOry,  or  the  parficulatr  cir« 
eumftances  of  the  cafe  i  as  I  fee  nothing  in  all  thefe  to  in- 
ipitQ  awifli.  for  joint  negociation,  1  (hould  conclude  that  Mi- 
nifters  are  highly  culpable  in  refufing  to  treat  feparately  for 
peaoe.*-JBut  here  an  objeAion  to  myconclufion  prefents  itfclf 
in  the  afErmations  of  Minifters^  that  this  would  be  a.grofs 
violation  of  our  national  good  faith. — I  will  allow.  Sir,  that 
the  prefcrvation  of  good  faith  is  of  the  laft  importance  ;  that  • 
it  more  exalts  a  nation  than  fleets  and  armies,  than  victories 
and  triumphs.  But  before  we  give  way  to  this  plaufible  ob« 
jectiou  let  tis  fee  firft,  whether  feparate  negociations  would 
faliify  oar.engagement,  and  next,  whether  our  ally  has  not 
prevfoufly  violated  his  engagements.  We  have  had  evidence 
on  ibrmer  occafions  that  engagements  to  allies  have  been 
made  the  pretexts  for  rupture  when  thtfe  very  allies  did  not 
^iih  our  interference.  This  was  the  cafe  in  a  (hiking  man* 
Iter  with  regard  to  Holland  at  the  commencement  of  the  war* 
Wc  were  then  told  that  our  good  faith  called  upon  us  to  af- 
ftSt  our  ally,  ifhough  I  believe  that  ally  then  deprecated  opr 
affiftance.  So  I  concieive  it  to  be  in  the  prefent  Inftance) 
Md  before  we  are  led  away  by  tbc  fine  pretence  of  gtHxl  iaiih, 
^e  ought  to  he  fatisbed  that  our  ally  dcfires  us  lo  join  in  ne4> 
gociation.  -  That  we  have  ftimulatcd  AuAria  to  pcrfcverc  in 
this  cooled:  cannot  be  denied  ;  but  of  any  defire  on  the  pari  t)f 
Roifia  to  fcelc  our  alliance,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  perceive  the 
proofs.  I  fee  no  evidence  that  prior  to  the  rcmondrance  of 
Lord  Minto,  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  wiOied  to  inchi.le  us  in 
her  negociations  ;  I  can  dif.ern  no  proof  that  the  a6l  of  that 
cabinet  was  fpontaneous  and  uncondrained  by  external  in- 
fluence. 

AsJto  the  fecond  point,  whether  the  Auftrian  cabinet  has 
violated  its  former  engagement^  I  know.  Sir,  thai  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer's  aflertion  will  be  produced  as  deci* 
£ve  teftin^ony.  Bnt,  Sir,  I  would  caution  th^  members  of 
this  Hoiire  not  to  place  fuch  confidence  in  thefe  afleveraiions. 
•I  would  call  upon  them  to  remember,  that  the  fame  tedi* 
inony  vouched  tor  the  folidity  of  that  confederacy,  of  which 
Ihe  magnanimous  Paul  was  a  member — it  was  the  fame  right 
honourable  Gentleman  and  his  friends,  who,  after  the  fuc* 
cciTirve  defertion  of  our  allies,  gravely  told  us  that  ihofe ^allies 
ymxt  blind  to  their  own  beft  interefts,  and  that  nothing  on  the 
fvart  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  could  juftify  their  treachery.  * 
When  I  fee  that  they  have  been  fo  often  deceived,  1  muft  he- 
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State  togtve  implicit  tefiimpDy  to  their  aflfertions  about  thp . 
fidelity  of  our  ally»  while  I  muft  lament  that  the  papery 
which  alone  can  afccrtain  this  fidelity  have  been  fo  obfti- 
nately  refufed.  As  thefe  papers,  however,  are  refufed,  w« 
are  left  to  calculate  on  what  is  kept  back  by  what  is  dif- 
clofed. — Now,  Sir,  let  me  aflc  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Hoiife  to  recollect  that  the  treaty  with  Auftria  was 
never  concluded  till  the  news  of  the  difaftrous  battle  of  Ma- 
rengo had  reached  Vienna.  I  aflc  whether,  prior  to  that  time, 
the  Emperor  did  obje(^  to  come  into  any  pofitive  engage- 
ments of  not  making  a  fe'parate  peace  ;  and  whether  hts  co- 
operation was  not  refufed  till  his.  ailiftance  in  the  commoa 
caufe  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  fate  of  war,  and  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  armidice.  This  armiftice  is  to  laft  till 
the  anfwer  returns  from  Vienna,  and  inAantly  St.  Julien' 
^fets  out  for  Paris,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  armiftice 
continues.  Now,  I  fay,  that,  from  this  prolongation  ot 
the  armtdice,  Bonaparte  mud  have  fuppoTed  that  St. 
Julien  did  treat  by  the  orders  of  his  fovereign.  elfe  he 
could  never  have  confented  to  continue  an  armiftice  from 
which  he  loft  opportunities  which  might  never  return,  and 
gained  nothing  but  the  hope  of  peace.  St.  Julien  figned 
preliminaries,  laid  M.  Otto  ;  he  did  not,  affirms  Lord  Gren- 
ville.^-The  Emperor  has  been  uniformly  faithful^  re-e.choes 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  1  I  wifli  them  to  lee  thfe 
whole  of  the  matter  cleared  up  and  explained  by  fome- 
thing  better  than  contradidory  teftimony.  At  length  thenp^ 
tion  of  a  joint  negociation  is  flarted;  a  determination  feemfi 
to  be  formed  on  the  part  of  the  two  Courts,  to  co-operate 
with  each  other  in  vigoroufly  refifting  the  common  enemy  in 
the  event  of  a  peace  being  refufed.  The  difcuflion  for  a  naval 
armiftice  takes  place,  and,  on  its  failure,  our  great  klly  re^ 
folves  to  take  the  field,  to  refift  his  ambitious  foe.  He  haftens 
to  leave  his  capital  with  folema  preparation  ;  his  laft  wilt 
is  depofited  in  the  hands  of  his  friend,  and,  like  another 
Decius,  he  departs  to  offer  \ip  himfelf  for  his  country.  Does 
a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  enfue ! — Are  the  firft  days 
of  his  command  fignalifed  by  a  bold  refiftance  or  a  glorious 
victory  ? — None  of  thefe  thinss  take  place  : — he  terminates 
his  warlike  career  bv  an  arrhiftice!  Is  this  the  ally  fo  much  * 
diftinguifhed  by  fidelity  ?— Is  it  for  him  that  we  are  called 
upon  to'tpake  flill  farther  exertions;  it  is  for  him  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  make  ftill  greater  facrifices  r  But  Gentle- 
men tell  us  that  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna  heard  of  the  late 
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fwacfi  of  neutrality  with  indignatioiij  and  that  they  coupled 
together  the  names  of  Perfidy  and  Tufcany.  But,  Sir,  I  fee 
none  of  this  boafted  indignation.  I  fee,  indeed,  that  the 
Council  fat  in  folemn  debate  for  fevcral  hours — that  Gene- 
iral  Bellegarde,  like  his  illuftripus  mafter,  makesafhewof 
irefcnting  the  injury  ;  and  the  refull  I  find  to  be  a  new  truce, 
by  which  the  two  armies  are  to  (hare  the  unfortunate  coon- 
try.  From  all  thefe  circumftances,  and  from  the  face  of  the 
papers,  I  think,  Sir,  that  Minifter;s  have  aded  very  un* 
wifely  in  reje£ting  the  offers  made  for  a  feparate  peace. 

For  have  we  not  already  attempted  a  feparate  negociation, 
and  rnay  we  not  finally  be  compelled  to  treat  feparately  ?  On 
ihis  point  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Secretary  at  War) 
fpeaks  boldly  and  openly.  Does  he  not  fay  that  we  (houM 
not  TMfgociate  or  think  of  peace  only  as  a  lener  evil,  and  that 
^vcn  when  itis  conplnded,  it  muft  be  wiih  an  hoftilc  mind. 
Minifters,  then,  will  not  feck  for  peace  In  .the  fpirit  of  peace" 
and  reconciliation,  by  which  fentiments  only  a  fecure  and 
lading  peajce  can  be  obtained.  Befides,  when  they  are  known 
10  be  actuated  by  oppofite  tempers,  mud  not  a  propofal  of 
peace  from  them  be  fufficient  to  defeat  its  conclufion.  Such 
propofalb  from  them  tnuft  be  a  cotifefljon  ai  weaknefs,  for 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  their  malice  is  affijagcd,  or  their 
animofity  abated.  On  the  contrary^  they  will  think  of  no- 
thing but  courting  new  alliance,  and  of  continuing  a  conteft 
in  which  they  will  dill  l^e  foiled,  unlefs  this  Houfe  inter* 
tcres^  and  recommends  ihe  adminidration  of  our  affairs  to 
kandi  more  capable  of  rcfcuing  us  from  our  prefent  diflicuU 
ii"S  and  dangers,  and  of  redonng  to  thccoufitry  the  bleffings 
f>f  peace. 

Mr^.  Grey,  after  adverting  to  the  late  condt^ct  of  Rufli^ 
and  Pruffia,  and  to  the  claim  which  the  Northern  Power? 
feemcd  again  inclined  to  fet  up  tp  lK.e  injdependenqe  of  their 
fiag,  obferved  that  Minidets  might  have  eafily  forefeen  thi§ 
eft'cS  of  the  change  of  their  dnpofition  towards  England, 
but  that  tl^ey  had  taken  no  meafurcto  avprt  it.  As  all  ihcfc 
proofs  of  incapacity  and  want  of  fofefight  mud  be  evident  l6 
the  Ho\ife,  he  would  now  conclude  with  giving  hismottcor- 
diii!  fuppurt  to  a  motion,  the  adoption  of  which  might  fpeedily 
loiul  lo  difcntangle  the  nation  fropi  its  prefent  ^mbarraii- 
mcii's. 

NIr.  Secretary  Dtwdds  rofc,  not  to  follow  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  had  fpoken  oii,  the  other  fide  throq^hout  the  long 
line  of  extraneous  matter  Which  they  fouridit  OTCcflTary  to  iit- 
•   '  '  troducp 
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troduce  into  their  fpecchdsy  but  to  (late  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  tiie  real  jet  of  the  proportion  contained  in  thehon. 
Gentleman's  motion,  and  to  fliew  to  how  very,  fmall  a  com- 
pafis  its  merits  might  be  reduced.  That  it  could  have  beea 
fpun  out  into  fuch  a  length  of  debate  was  to  him  matter  oT 
fnrprife;  but  when  he  refledlcd  on  the  topics,  fuch  as  the 
Convention  in  Egypt,  and  many  other  of  an  irrelevant  nature, 
into  which  ihefe  hon.  Gentleifian  had  digrefled,  without 
fcarcely  ever  touching  on  the  queftion  which  the  motion  pro^ 
fcffed  to  bring  before  the  Houfe,  there  (hould  be  no  a(loni(h- 
ment  at  the  difcuflion  being  protracted.  Indeed,  except  two 
or  three  points  (and  thefe  were  but  flightly  glanced  at)  there 
was  none  of  their  chatter  that  was  nut  wholly  foreign  to  the 
qucflion.  What,  for  example,  had  the  condudl  of  the  war 
to  do  with  it  (in  which,  however,  they  fo  profufely  dilated)  ? 
Had  not  that  topic  been  repeatedly  difcuITed  already,  and  had' 
not  the  Hoiife  come  to  repeated  Jecifions  upon  it  r  He  faid 
thus  much  on  the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  fupported  his  motion,  in  order  to  apologife  for  himfelff 
and  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  fuppofing  that  he  (hould  trcf- 
pafs  on  their  patience,  by  following  the  example  that  had 
been  fct  to  him  of  fo  wide  a  deviation  from  the  aueftioD. 
The^real  merits  of  the  queflion  no  man  in  his  fenics  could 
miflake  :  it  propofed  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne  upon  topics 
of  which  the  mover  profelled  himfelf  tobe  ignoratitj  though 
the  Addrefs  was  intended  to  convey  an  advice  which  thofc 
'  who  wifhed  to  intimate  it,  could  not  effect,  without  being  in 
full  and  complete  knowledge  of  what  had  already  palTedi  and 
of  what  was  yet  likely  to  happen.  To  what  extent  did  the 
prnpofition  go  ?  Why,  to  no  lefs  than  to  fay  :  We  have  no 
need  of  Anftria;  we  want  no  allies;  we  will  henceforward 
fight  our  battles  alone!  Auftria  may  dtfcrt  us ;  ii  were,  there- 
fore, prudent  to  anticipate  her  defertion,  and  to  feparatc  froin 
her  a«  foon  as 'we  can.  What  was  this  but  to  encourage  thc^ 
enemy  to  prefs  upon  Auf^ria  as  fevcrely  as  they  poflibly  could  ? 
For  England  was  bound  down  to  give  her  no  afliltancc,  and 
(he  was  left  thus  unadiftedto  bear  the  bruut  of  the  undivided 
hoftiiity  of  the  cneiuy.  The  obvious  conclufion  of  the  hon. 
Gem  lemon's  arguments  was,  that  we  (hould  have  no  further 
connection  with  Aiiftria,  or  any  other  ally.  Indeed  their 
cenfures  were  not  pointed  againft  the  paft  conduct  of  Minif- 
ters;  they  only  held  out  advice  for  the  future;  and  what* 
ever  might  have  hitherto  been  the  conduct  of  Miniflers,  whe- 
ther right  or  wrong,  or  whether  the  conduct  of  Auftria  was 
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right  or  wrong,  thefe  gentlemen  dxftinctlyadmit,  that  aft^r  a 
perufal  of  the  documents  laid  on  the  table,  (hey  pronounce  tt 
to  be  right  to  have  refufed  the  propofed  naval  amiftice. 
What  then  is  thfe  object  of  the  advice  they  would  con- 
vey ?  What,  but  that  the  Houfe  (hould  interfere  in  the  fu- 
ture conduct  of  the  war,  or  the  future  mode  and  fpirit  of 
iiegociation  ?  They  had  no  jight,  however,  to  propofe  fuch 
advice,  for  he  was  ready  to  aflert  that  it  was  not  a  general  and 
conftitutional  maxim  of  policy,  that  it  was  the  province  of 
that  Houfe  to  interfere  in  the  quedion  of  peace  or  war,  ex- 
cept whencircumftances  ftrongly  called  for  that  interference, 
and  thefe  circumftances  never  occurred  but  it  was  alfo  proper 
to  follow  it  up  with  a  motion,  praying  his  Majefty  to  re- 
move from  his  confldcnce  thofe  Minifters  into  whofe  hands 
the  negociation  of  peace,  or  the  profecution  of  war,  could  no 
longer  be  fafely  entrufted.  If  the  Houfe 'were  to  entertain 
their  firft  propofition  without  calling  for  the  other,  they 
would  acquieice  in  a  motion  by  which  all  the  means  of  ef- 
fectually carrying  on  war,  and  profecuting  negociation,  mud 
be  taken  outof  the  hands  of  Adminidration.  Yet  even  this 
motion  they  attempt  to  fupport  only'on  midrud  and  fufpi* 
cions.  They  contend  that  Miniders  are  not  fincere  in  their 
attempts  at  negociation.  On  what  is  this  accufation  founded 
but  fufpicion  ?  But  if  Bonaparte  exprefles  a  defire  for  peace, 
thefe  gentlemen  give  implicit  belief  to  his  declaration.  Yet 
it  is  well  that  an  anxiety  to  redore  general  peace  and  tran-  . 
quillity  has  marked  the  language  of  that  mighty  datefman. 
He  will,  Hbwever,  confent  only  to  a  feparate  negociation  with 
Audrja  and  England.  Are  then  his  adlions  and  his  language 
confident'?  Is  he  then  flncere  in  his  expreflions  of  anxiety  for 
a  general  peace  ?  It  was  not  too  much  to  reqtied  of  thefe 
Gentlemen  to  give  the  fame  degree  of  credit  to  his  Majedy's 
Miniders,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  give  to  the  enemy  of 
their  country.  Though  he  and  the  fupporters  of  the  prefcnt 
motion  were  politically  hodile  to  each  other,  yet  furely  they 
looked  upon  the  French  to  be  as  much  their  enemies,  and  the 
enemies  of  their  country,  as  Miniders  did.  So  far,  there* 
fore,  Minide/s  and  thefe  Gentlemen  fliould  be  bofom  friends, 
and  fo  far  flioukl  they  give  credit  and  confidence  to  the  afler- 
tions  of  Miniders,  as  they  did  to  thofe  of  the  enemy.  But  he 
mud  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  there  did  not  occur  one  in- 
Jlance  in  which  any  quedion  arofe  between  England  and 
France,  or  Audria  and  France,  in  which  thefe  gentlemen 
did  not  feem  more  difpofed  to  believe  Bonaparte  than  either 
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BritiOi  Miniftcrs  or  Britifh  allies.  We  are  now  bound  to 
Auftria  till  March-^thcy  would  not  advife  us  now  to  break 
ofF  with  our  ally.  We  arc  not  now  called  upon  to  deli  be* 
rate  wheiher  it  be  prudent  to  renew  that  treaty  or  not.  The 
prudence  of  fuch  a  meafure  muft  depend  upon  circutn- 
fianceSy  and  there  are  yet  three  months  to  run  before  it  be 
neceffary  to  come  to  fuch  a  deliberation.  .  While  engaged  in 
a  complicated  and  cxtenlive  war,  is  it  not  always  the  intereft 
of  t^ejcountry  to  have  a  powerful  ally  ?  But  whether  Auftria 
mty  prove  that  powerful  ally  or  not,  circutnftances  alone  muft 
decide.  At  the  prefent  it  cannot  be  faid  whether  our  adhe- 
rence to  that  ally  be  wife  or  not. 

Thefe  gentlemen  are  alfo  continually  infi{ttng  on  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  making  peace,  but  they  do  not  condefccnd  to  tell 
how  it  is  to  be  obtained.  Unlets  peace  be  immediately  con- 
eluded,  the  ruin  of  the  country,  they  fay,  is  inevitable.  This 
is  telling  us  we  mud  make  peace  at  any  rate.  The  fituation 
of  the  country  is  not  fuch  as  to  drive  us  to  fuch  a  neccflity  ; 
and  if  it  were,  where  is  the  ufe  of  annoupcing  it  to  ihofc 
from  whom  fo  didrefsful  a  fituation  (hould  be  concealed  ? 
Language  of  this  nature  can,  therefore,  be  only  mifplaced 
or  mifchievous. 

..  Neither  is  there  any  thing  in  th^  fituation  of  this  country 
to  compel  us  to  furrender  any  of  our  maritime  rights.  Con- 
federacies to  that  purpofe  may  be  talked  of;  Jbut  at  the  pre-^ 
fent  moment  it  was  improper  to  dwell  upon  this  fubje£l — 
indeed  on  this  point  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion,  and 
the  gentlemen  oppofite  him  expreffed  a  determination  to  af- 
iert  thefe  rights  in  ftronger  terms  than  he  was  mafter  of. 
But  they  would  have  us  fhakeoflFour  beft  ally — (hould  we 
then  be  in  abetter  fituation  to  contend  with  the  enemy  than 
we  arc  at  prefent,  or  how  Should  we  be  a  gainer  by  the  repa- 
ration ?  There  was  fure  no  neceflity  of  dtfcutiing  the  pro- 
priety of  fubfidizing  Awftria — it  were  unwifc  to  ftir  fuch  a 
quedion,  not  to  call  it  by  a  harder  name.  It  were  telling  the 
enemy,  that  after  the  tnonth  of  March  next  we  fliould  no 
longer  have  any  ally,  but  not  only  would  it  be  revealing  our 
own  fituation  tothecneipy,  it  would  be  alfo  depriving  our 
ally  of  fuch  chances  as  might  arife  of  obtaining  better  terms, 
and  encouraging  the  enemy  to  treat  them  with  n^ore  firvcrity. 
Surely  more  unwife  and  injudicious  advice  was  never  before 
attempted  to  be  conveyed  to  the  throne.  This  was  the  only 
point  to  which  the  motion  was  direded,  all  the  red  was 
mere  rubbifh,  in  which  the  quedion  was  buried,  or  with 
VojL,  IV.  1800.  Kk  which 
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Mfhich  it  was  encumbered.     It  ha^  alTo  pleafed  thefe  Gen* 
tiemen  to  aOert,  that  the  late  Convention  between  England 
and  Auflria    was  not  entered  into  till  after  the  battle  of 
Marengo:  nothing  more  unfounded — the  Conveniion  had 
been  l9ng  in  contemplation,  and  was  ratified  five  days  before 
the  event  of  that  battle' was  known  at  Vienna.     Here  then 
falls  to  the  ground  all  that  fine  fuperftnidure  of  argument 
and  declamation,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  ha^ 
found  fo  much  to  build  upon  that  fuppofition.     Neither 
were  the  inflalments  of  il.c  fi.ifi.ly  paid  at  the  dates  men- 
tioned by  that  hon.  Gentleman  ; — there  then  again  are  his 
arguments  deftitute  of  foundation.     Now  to  the  affertion 
that  Count  St.  Julien  was  empowered  to  fign  the  prelimins^- 
ries  of  peace  ;  it  he  was,  why  was  not  this  circumftance  an- 
nounced to  M  Otto  ;  or,  why  is  the  French  Governraent  fo 
myfterioufly  fiknt  refpeding  the  nature  of  thofe  Powers? 
Why  docs  not  Bonaparte  publiOi  them  immediately  ?  Mini- 
flers  here  are  blamed  for  not  producing  the  letter  which  con- 
tained thefe  powers.     Why  do  not  the  French  produce  it, 
if  it  really  cxiAs?    Can  they  have  any  common  interefts 
with  the  Britifh  Miniftry  in  withholding  it  ?  Surely  not— on 
the  contrary,  it  is  Bonaparte's  intereft  to  difprove  the  afler- 
tion  of  Minifters,  that  St.  Julien  had  no  powers  whatever. 
,   Th  *n  all  the  arguments  of  thefe  gentlemen  were  reduced  to 
mere  alTertions  and  fufpicions,  both  equally  devoid  of  foun- 
dation.    But  Auftria,  it  is  faid.  may  be  compelled  to  make 
a  fcparate  peace — when  that  happt^ns  we  (hall  have  to  regret 
her  lofs  as  an  ally,  and  the  low  nece(Tity  to  which  (he  was  re- 
duced— but  no  circumflanccs  have  yet  occurred  to  counte- 
nance that  fuppofition.     The  intelligence  received  but  a  few 
hours  ago  makes  mention  of  nodifpofition  on  the  part  of  his 
Imperial  Majelty  to  feparate  his  caufe  from  ours.     It  is  true 
that  Count  C  obcntzel  has  been  at  Paris,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  mod  tempting  oiFers  have  been  made  to  gain  him 
over  to  break  ofFihc  alliance  of  AuAria  with  this  country. 
Has  he  not  rcjcflcd  thefe  temptations  r  Has  he  not  left  Paris? 
and  has  not   his  rcfufal  and  departure  cxadly  correfpondcd 
•with  the  frefh  notification  by  the  enemy  of  the  ccfTation  of 
the  armiftice  ?    Is  there  no  merit  in  this  firm  condu<9,  and  is 
it  not  a  better  proof  of  the  Emperor's  difpofition,*  than  the 
mere  fufpici(ms  infinuated  by  thefe  gentlemen  ?   Indeed,  the 
manner  which  the  motion  has  been  throughout  defended,  has 
fcnrctly  any  connctSlion  with  what  the  notice  of  it  gave  rocun 
to  expeft.     The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  pcrfifted  in 
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his  motion — ^an  intention  to  make  a  motion  refpeiSing  the 
papers  that  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  late  negociatioo  had  been  conduced — on. this  fub^ 
jtSt  he  has  heaped  praife  inftead  of  blame  on  his  Majefty's 
Miniftcrs ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  recurs  to  former  ncgo- 
ciations,  and  accufes  them  of  infmcerity.  Was  there  any 
thing  in  the  papers  now  on  the  table  to  prove  that  they  were 
Dot  (incere  ?  and  would  not  charity  incline  him  to  fuppofe 
them  (incere  when  there  was  no  proof  to  the  contrary  ?  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  alfo  revived  the  cuflom  of  the  original 
caufe  of  the  war,  and  afleru  that  Miniftersand  not  France 
V/cTc  the  aggreifors.  Surely  a  fubjed  that  has  fo  often  been 
^  agitated,  did  not  now  call  for  fre(h  difcuflion.  He  would 
fiill  alTert  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  England  to  rejed  the 
diiFerent  provocations  (he  had  then  experienced  from  France; 
Had  they  not  done  it  would  there  not  have  been  free  com- 
munication between  the  two  countries  ?  Should  we  not  have 
had  addreffcs  at  our  bar  from  every  revolution  club  ?  Would 
not  every  town  in  England  have  been  poifoned  with  j^c6<* 
binical  principles?  In  ihort,  fuch  a  traffic  would  be  fet  on 
foot  as  mud  have  proved  wholly  incompatible  with  the  fat* 
vation  of  the  country.  But  it  has  been  aflerted  that  Jacobin- 
ifm  was  now  dead  and  (Iain  ;  it  was  with  much  caution  and 
hefitation  that  this  aflertion  (hould  be  received.  There  were 
Jiowever  feme  good  fymptoms  that  Jacobiniim  was  on  the 
decline  in  this  country.  He  was  glad  to  fee  thofe  who  had 
been  purfuing  fchemes  of  ambitipn  in  other  focieues  return 
to  their  feats  in  that  Houfe,  and  again  look  upon  it  as  the 
only  medium  through  which  views  qf  ambition  could  be  fairly 
purfued.  However  he  might  now  fmart  under  the  lafh  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  (Mr.  Grey's]  cenfure,  he  was  happy 
to  fee  him  once  rcftored  to  a  place  from  which  he  had  retired 
in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  inthe  vigour  of  intelledual  health, 
without  either  fecming  to  have  been  in  the  leaft  impaired, 
indeed  he  rejoiced  to  behold  the  bench  oppofite  him»  graced 
anew  with  its  former  ornaments,  fondly  fratemifing  with 
each  other,  and  again  forming  an  united  phalanx.  Bui, 
much  as  \\6  rejoiced  at  their  appearance,  he  could  not  yet 
coincide  in  the  opinions  they  endeavoured  to  enforce.  As 
to  the  prcfent  propofnion,  he  could  fee  no  good  in  it;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  niiich  inconvenience  and  danger — as  fuch  it 
was  his  duty  ro  oppofc  it. 

Mr.  Shtnutiu  then  rofc,  and  fpoke  fliortly  in  reply.     The 
.right  hon.  Get.  leman  who  fpoke  laft  had  followed  up  the 
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propofitions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him  in  the  debate,  (the  Secretary  at  War.)  That  right  hon. 
Gentleman  admitted  that  the  fituation  of  the  country  was  iti 
fomc  refpeds  calamitous,  and  that  the  Var  was  attended  by 
difappointments,  though,  upon  the  whole,  that  it  was  ground 
of  joy  and  gladnefs  that  we  were  alive.^  The  right  honour- 
able Secretary,  however,  thought  we  had  reafon  to  be  merry. 
In  this  vein  was  the  whole  of  his  fpeech,  and  the  cffeO.  which 
it  had  produced  on  the  Houfe  was  entirely  owing  to  the  coarfe 
turns  and  the  unfounded  reprefentations  which  he  had  given 
of  the  arguments  to  which  he  profcffed  to  reply.  When  it 
was  confidered,  however,  that  fuch  calamitous  intelligence 
had  but  this  day  been  received  ;  when  it  was  confidered  that 
by  the  meafures  adopted  in  the  North,  the  fupplies  we  had 
cxpefled  for^he  relieving  the  diftrefTes  of  the  poor,  and  per- 
haps preferving  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  were  cut  off, 
all  men  of  humanity  would  confefs  that  this  was  a  moment 
when  fuch  aukward  ridicule  was  exceedingly  ilUtimed — a 
moment  when  a  mind  of  humanity  would  have  been  tuned 
to  different  feelings. 

Not  merely  had  our  late  magnanimous  ally  laid  an  emb*argo 
on  bur  (hipping  in  the  Baltic,  and  imprifdned  the  maflers, 
but  intelligence  had  been  received,  and  was  believed,  that  3 
Ruflian  fleet  was  in  the  Bofphorus,  threatening  hoftile  mea- 
fures againft  Conftantinople,  unlefs  the  expences  of  the  naval 
campaigns  of  Ruffia  were  paid  by  the  Turks.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  dbferved,  that  he  faw  with  pleafure  the  firm 
phalanx  that  was  ma/Oialled  oppofite  to  him,  and  his  remarks 
produced  that  mirth  which  it  naturally  did  in  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  dete£ted  and  laboured  to  deftroy  any  phalanx  of 
men  utiitcd  upon  conilitutional  principles,  to  oppofe  the 
tneafures  that  they  deemed  injurious  to  the  country.  But  if 
his  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Grey)  had  thought  his  efforts  here 
likely  to  be  attended  with  no  fuccefs,  and  ceafed  a  regular 
attendance,  what  right  had  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  infer  that 
he  was  purfuing  objefh  of  ambition  elfe where  ?  Such  allu- 
iions — fuch  attempts  at  ridiaile,  however  tolerable  they  might 
be  on  fome  occafions,  were  moft  indecent  and  unfeafonable 
it  a  period  fb  critical  as  the  prefent. 

With  regard  to  thofe  who  had  entered  into  the  fupport  of 
the  war  for  great  purpufes,  perhaps  their  motives  might  have 
been  more  unqucflionable  had  they  nm  (hewn  fuch  an  anxiety 
to  cngrofs  the  honours  and  the  rewards  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Houre  to  beftow;    The  right  bon.  Gcnilcman^ 
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however,  in  that  part  of  his  fpeech  which  profeffed  to  be  Je- 
rious,  faid,  that  moll  of  the  fafls  on  which  the  reafontngs  of 
himfelf  and  hjs  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Grey)  were  founded, 
were  erroneous,  particularly  that  the  fecond  inflalment  of 
the  Emperor's  fiibfidy  was  not  paid.  But  why  was  it  not 
paid  ?  Ought  it  not,  agreeably  to  the  treaty,  to  have  been 
paid  in  the  beginning  of  September  ?  Why  then  is  it  not  . 
paid,  if  Minirters  do  not  fufpeft  the  fincerity  of  the  Ernpe* 
ror  ?  It  was  proper  that  before  money  was  voted  for  aflift. 
ance  that  we  fhould  be  fure  of  that  afliftance,  and  that  we 
Ihould  not  fucceflively  hire,  for  thfe  defence  of  our  caufe, 
thofe  who  forfooJc  us  when  convenient,  and  left  us  at  the  moft 
difficult  mon[ients  to  defend  ourfelves  by  our  finglc  efforts. 

The  Houfe  then  divided, 

For  the  Motion  —  35 

Againft  it         —  -  -         155 

Majority       120 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   DEC.  2. 

The  Lord  Chamberlain  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  hi^ 
Majcfty  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  the  next  day  at  two 
o'clock,  for  receiving  the  joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes,  at 
his  Palace,  at  St.  James's.  A  meflage  was  immediately  fent 
to  the  Commons  to  inform  them  of  his  Majetty's  pleafure, 
and  the  Commons  fcnt  a  meffage  back,  to  ftate  that  they  had 
appointed  four  of  their  members  to  attend  their  Lordlhips  on 
the  occafion.  ^ 

DEARTH    OF    PROVISIONS. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  having  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  fame  was  read  accordingly. 

The  Duke  then  rofe,  and  faid  he  entertained  fome  doubt 
fVhether  the  matter  he  had  to  offer,  and  the  obfervatiuns  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  make  on  it,  ought,  in  point  of  regu- 
larity and' order,  to  be  fubmitted  to  their  Lordftiip?,  or  to 
have  been  dated  to  the  committee  above  (lairs,  of  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  be  a  member.  The  alarming  (late  of  the 
country,  however,  was  fo  notorious,  and  at  the  lame  time  of 
fuch  importance,  that  he  conceived  not  a  moment  was  to 
be  loft  in  endeavouring,  by  every  pradicablc  means,  of  "al* 
leviaring  the  general  difliefs  occafioned  by  the  enormoufly 
high  price  of  proviiions ;  it  became  therefore  the  indifpen* 
fable  duty  of  every  one  of  their  Lordlhlps  to  fuggcft  fuch 
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means  of  remedy  as  might  occur  to  him,  and  upon  ibat 
impufe  it  was  that  he  took  the  liberty  of  addreding  the  Houfe 
that  day.  He  was  under  feme  apprehenflon  that  the  people 
might  expe£l  from  parliament  more  than  parliament  was 
competent  to  perform,  but  it  was  evident  from  the  report  of 
their  own  committee,  as  well  as  from  the  report  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  they  had  applied  themfelves  with  great 
anxiety  and  diligence  to  the  con  Tide  rat  ions  before  them,  and 
according  to  the  recommendation  in  his  Majcliy's  fpeechp 
had  earncflly  enquired  irito  the  mod  effedual  means  of  enr 
forcing  the  two  means  there  pointed  out,  importation  and 
economy.  Notn  ithf^anding  the  high  bounties  that  were  and 
would  be  propofed  as  an  encouragement  of  importatioui  that 
meafure  fingly,  he  feared,  would  not  fufEciently  meet,  the 
evil,  at  lend  it  would  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  operate 
as  ah  immediaie  alleviation  of  the  general  diftrels.  Much 
good,  he  had  no  doubt,  might  be  dune  by  economy,  and  the 
example  of  their  Lord(hips  in  abftaining  iVom  their  ordinary 
confumption  of  wheatcn  breads  and  fuch  articles  of  food  as 
were  commonly  eaten  by  the  labouring  claiTes,  it  was  rea- 
fonable  to  conclude,  would  have  confideroble  cffrGt ;  but  no 
fpecle^  of  dconomy  would  contribute  more  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  poor,  than  the  general  fubftitution  of  other 
grain  in  the  place  of  wheat  in  the  manufacture  of  bread,  and 
the  endeavouring,  as  ttiuch  as  poflibie,  to  limit  the  qtiantity 
ufcd  of  all  forts  of  corn.  1  he  fuggeRion  relative  to  the  ad* 
vantage  to  be  cxpeficd  from  economy  in  the  article  of  oats, 
brought  forward  by  a  noble  Lord  (Earl  Darnley  >  not  then  in 
his  place>  was,  he  thought,  entitled  to  much,  fsiious  re^ 
fle6tion.  The  people,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  be  faiisfied 
with  their  anxious  endeavours  to  afford  them  every  relief 
that  the  collcdive  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  could  provider 
He  moft,  his  Grace  faid,  enter  his  proted  againd  that  part 
of  his  Majedy's  fpeech  which  dated,  that  the  people  were 
cruelly  dirrcd  up  to  ads  in  violation  of  the  law  and  the  public 
peace,  by  malicious  and  diTalfeded  perfons.  He  faid,  thofe 
who  adviftd  fo  ill  founded  and  mifchievous  an  imputation 
had  given,  to  fay  the  lead  of  it,  very  imprudent  advice. 
Indeed  he  could  not  fufliciently  praife  the  patience  and  for<^ 
bearance  that  the  people  had  hitherto  manifefled,  irritated  as 
they  had  been  by  all  the  prefTures  and  vexations  of  the  war, 
into  the^'dlfcodion  of  which  it  was  not  then  his  intention  to 
cntery^excluiive  of  a  few  riots  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  which  were  foon  put  an  end  to.     The  people  bad 
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uniformly  (hewn  the  mod  unfhalfen  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
the  government  qf  the  country ;  and  irritated  as  they  had 
been  on  the  prefent  Qccafion,  by  having  their  expefiations  of 
$1  plentiful  harved,  when  the  laft  harveft  commenced,  and 
vrhen  at  the  fame  tiipe  a  confiderable  redudion  of  the  price 
of  wheat,  and  every  other  fpecies  of  corn,  took  place  in  all 
the  markets,  their  fanguine  hopes  were  fuddenl y  checked  and 
flifappointed  by  feeing  the  price  rjfe  higher  than  ever,  and 
having  the  mortification  of  finding  that  an  unavoidable  fcarcity 
was  about  to  follow,  every  man  milft  admire  their  quiet 
condud,  and  more  efpecially  after  their  feelings  had  been  ir- 
ritated ftill  further  by  the  conduft  of  fome  pcrfons  of  the  firft 
authority,  and  who  held  the  higheft  (ituation^  in  the  country^ 
who  inconfiderately  held  up  to  public  indignation  thofe  who 
traded  in  corn  and  other  articles  necelfary  to  the  fuftenance  of 
man.  Viewing  all  thefe  provocations,  he  admired  the  quiet 
and  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  people,  and  thence  drew  an 
afTurance  that  they  would  reft  fatisfied,  and  patiently  fubmic 
to  the  prefent  calamity,  while  they  beheld  thofe  whofe  rank 
and  fortunes  entitled  them,  at  their  eafe,  chearfully  agree 
to  forego  a  part  of  their  comforts  in  order  the  more  effec- 
tually to  contribute  to  their  eafe  and  maintenance. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  the  other  head  of  his  argument,  and 
opened  the  nature  of  the  particular  motion  which  he  meant 
10  fubmitto  their  Lordlhips,  the  Duke  faid,  he  forefaw  there 
was  one  obje£lion  might  be  taken  to  it  which  he  fhould  be 
extremely  forry  to  find  entertained.  It  might  be  imagined, 
that  his  coming  forward  with  fuch  a  motion  was  intended  to 
infinuate  an  idea,  in  his  mind,  of  the  want  of  fufScient  di. 
ligencc  and  ability  in  the  Lords  committees  to  fuggelt  the  ne* 
ceffary  meafures  demanded  by  the  preiTure  of  the  prefent 
fcarcity.  Againft.any  fuch  conftru'f^ion  he  begged  leave  moft 
earneftly  to  proteft.  Being  himfelf  one  of  the  committee, 
he  could  bear  witnefs  to  the  zeal,  the  diligence,  and  the 
anxious  endeavours  of  every  member  to  obtain  every  poflible 
information  on  the  fubjed  under  conflderation,  and  to  Mii 
N  with  every  communication  that  they  could  individually  obiain. 
The  only  reafon  for  his  ftepping  before  the  committee  in  the 
inftance  he  was  about  toftate,  was  on  account  of  the  neceflSiy 
of  faving  time,  and  that  their  committee  could  not  be  ex - 
pe£led  to  come  immediately  forward  with  fuch  a  propofition, 
as  that  he  woidd  now  proceed  to  explain,  unlcfs  prompted 
fo  to  do  by  a  fpecial  iniiruction.  The  matter  was  this  :  in 
one  p^rt  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
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Commons,  referred  to  the  Lords  committees  by  the  Houre,^ 
are  thefe  words: — *'  It  is  evident  that,  under  the  prefcnt 
high  price,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  poorer  claffes 
derive,  from  pari(h  relief,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fub- 
iUtence  neceflary  for  their  families.  Extraordinary  relief, 
imder  fuch  circumflances,  to  a  great  amount  is  indifpenfable ; 
and  it  js  hoped  that  it  has  been  generally  extended  through 
inoft  parts  of  the  kingdom,  op  the  moft  liberal  principle,  in 
due  proportion  to  the  extraordinary  coft  of  food^  to  the  num- 
ber of  s^  family,  the  quantity  neceirary  for  their  fubfiftcncc, 
and  the  fair  amount  of  thtir  earnings.  But  it  is  evident, 
that  if  the  whole  of  this  relief  is  given  in  money,  it  will  be 
applied  to  the  purchafe  of  bread  to  the  ufual  amount,  and 
will  thereby  counteraft  that  economy  which  it  is  fp  eflential 
for  the  inrcrefl  of  the  poor,  particularly,  to  introduce.  It 
feems,  therefore,  of  the  utmoU  importance  to  provide,  that  » 
as  large  a  portion  as  poflible  of  this  relief  fhould  be  given 
neither  in  money,  nor  in  the  fort  of  bread  ufually  confumed 
in  each  parifli,  but  in  fome  other  wholefomc  fubllitute,  fuch 
as  your  committee  have  before  enumerated.  They  have 
indeed  the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing,  that  this  praflice,  throtigh 
the  voluntary  attention  of' magiltrates,  has  already  prevailed 
in  many  inftances,  and  that  wherever  it  has  been  adopted,  its 
confequences  have  been  mod  beneficial,  but  partly  from 
■want  of  fufljcient  authority,  we  the  magiil rates,  for  this  par- 
ticular purpofe,  partly  from  the  ufe  of  the  fubftitutes  being 
lefs  generally  known  than  at  prefent,  and  from  the  fupply  of 
them',  not  bciug  as  abundant  as  may  now  be  expeSed,  the 
pradi  e  has  been  Icfs  general  than  the  intereft  of  the  country 
requires."  After  fiirihcr  obfervaiion  to  prove  the  neceflity 
of  fuch  a  meafure,  the  report,  fays — **  For  this  purpofe 
they  (tile  committee)  would  recommend  that  an  a£l  {hi)Hld 
be  paned,  requiring  the  magirtraies  of  each  diftriS^  within 
a  certain  time,  to  take  into  confideration  the  circumftances 
of  each  parilh,  and  at  tlie  application  of  the  overfeer,  of  at 
their  own^difcretion,  to  make  an  order  for  giving  a  certain 
portion  of  relief  in  articles,  to  be  fixed,  and  to  direS  the  ap- 
plication of  fo  much  of  the  rates  as  may  be  neceflary  for 
providing  fuch  articles  ;  or  if  they  ihall  be  fatisfied  that  cii- 
cumdancts  will  not  then  admit  of  fuch  articles  being  pro- 
vided, that  they  (liall  ftate  their  reafons,  and  report  them  to 
a  fpectal  fcflions,  to  be  directed  by  the  act  to  meet  for  that 
purpofe  ;  that  the  magiftrates  aflembled  at  fuch  feflions  (ball 
make  fuch  order  thereupon  as  they  (hall  think  fit,  either 
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Authorizing  further  delay  in  4he  execution  of  the  tneaftire^  if 
tbey  (hall  be  fatisfied  that  the  circumtlances  juftify  and  re- 
quire it;  or,  if  not,  directing  it  to  be  enforced  in  fuch  roan- 
net  as  they  (hall  judge  expedient.'*  His  Grace  faid,  that 
acting  hitnfelf  as  a  magiftrate  in  the  country^  not  fo  frequently 
perhaps  as  he  ought  to  do,  he  well  knew  that  fome  act, 
like  the  one  recommended^  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  enable 
the  magidrates  to  enforce  the  giving  the  poor  relief  neither 
in  money  nor  in  bread,  bgt  in  (ome  fubftiiutes  adapted  to  the 
occafion^  and  which  would  faVe  the  confutDption  of  wheaten 
flour;  but  as  the  committee  feemed  to  doubt  whether  a  pe- 
remptory rule  (hould  be  laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  the 
magi(Uate»  or  whether  it  (bould  be  left  to  his  difcretion  to 
act  as  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  might  require,  .he,  therefore, 
thought  it  right  to  declare  that,  in  his  own  opinion,  if  the 
rule  were  made  peremptory,  many  magiftrates  would  not 
act,  and  too  few  gentlemen  were  willing  to  act  at  prefent. 
If  it  were  left  to  their  difcretion,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
the  end  would  be  effectually  anfwered.  If  he  had  delayed 
ftating  rhis  objection  to  the  plan  of  the  act,  recommended  in 
the  report,  till  the  bill  (hould  have  been  fent  up  to  their  Lord- 
lliips,  it  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  too  late  for  ic 
to  have  been  duly  attended  to ;  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that 
impofrng  a  compulfory  power  over  magiftratcs,  in  order  to 
oblige  them  to  ttaie  their  reafons  to  a  general  feffions  for 
their  condu£t,  unlefs  in  very  |)eculiar  cafes,  would  not  be 
welcomcly  received  by  country  gentlemen,  as  it  miift  at  all 
times  be  unpleafant  to  fubjedl  the  condud  of  raagiflrater^ 
ading  in  a  limited»dillri£t,  to  have  to  argue  with  a  general 
feflions,  compofed  perhaps  chiefly  of  magiftrates,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  might  be  pcrfcdl  (trangcrs  to  the  local  cir- 
cumitances  of  fuch  diitriil.  This,  he  thought,  deferved 
very  ferious  tonfidcration.  Another  point,  to  which,  the 
Duke  faid,  he  wifhed  to  draw  their  Lorddups'  attention, 
was  one  immediately  conne^Ud  with  parochiaP  relief,  and 
that  was  the  aflfeirment  of  the  poor  rates.  The  fcverity  of 
ihofe  rates,  laft  year,  were  felt  grievoufly,  and  bore  wiih  fin- 
gular  fcverity  on  a  dcfcription  of  perfons  who  flood  greatly 
in  nee^^  of  relief  from  the  parilb,  and  that  was,  the  little 
(hop-keepers  in  the  fmall  villages  fcattcred  about  the  country. 
Provii>on  was  made, for  extending  parifh  reJicf  to  labourers, 
but  not  to  the  liiilc  ihop-keep<rs,  who  often  ftood  as  much 
v.in  need  of  it  as  the  labourers,  but  were  not  only  not 
cr\tifled  to  parochial  relief,  but  were  obliged  to  contribute 
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ovtt  of  their  6wn  miferable  means  towards  the  fufefiflcncejof 
others,  fcarcely  worfe  off  ihan  themfelves.  It  was  a  fad^ 
the  Duke  obferved,  that  the  poor  I'ates  at  prefent  amounted  tor 
two  thirds  of  ihofe  of  the  latt  year,  thongh  the  worft  p:trt  of 
the  feafon  was  yei  to  come.  What  he  wtfhed  and  fuggertcd 
ifl  their  behalf  was ^  temporary  law,  which,  after  the  amount 
of  the  laft  .year's  rate  had  beep  paid,  (hould  exempt  from 
any  further  aireffmcnt  thofo  of  the  very  loweft  elafs  ;  and  as 
iii  this  on.e  man  may  complain,  that  becaufe  his  neighbour 
^ho  paid  a  (htlliug  lefs  whs  exempted,  the  rate  would  fall 
more  heavily  upon  him  than  if  no  fiich  law  had  exifted,  he 
fnbmitied.  whe»ht'r  a  fcale  might  not  be  niddc  out  lightening 
the  affefTment  in  the  gradaii(^ns  of  the  different  clafles.  In  the 
prefent  exigency,  he  thought  it  is  duty  to  propofe  any  ideas 
which  occurred  to  him,  and  hoped  every  other  noble  Lord 
"vv^ould  do  the  fame,  as  the  times  flood  in  need  of  all  the  in- 
tnformation  they  could  collectively  afford.  But  hitherto  the 
refearches  of  the  c\)mmiiiee  had  been  confined  to  the  afcer- 
tainmem  of  the  fcarcity,  ar>d  the  mod  effedual  remedies  to 
be  provided.  Thefewere  the  moft  urgent,  and  they  had  not 
yet  entered  into  the  caufes  that  produced  it,  or  the  remedies 
to  be  devjfed  for  prev(;niing  its  future  recurrence.  In  thi» 
refpe£l  he  (hould  follow  the  example  of  the  committee,  and 
cdntfine  himfclf  to  moving,  '*  That  it  be  an  ihflruction  to  the 
committee  to  take  into  their  confideration  that  part  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  which  re* 
i4ted  to  the  recommendation  of  an  adl,  empowering  the 
niagiftr&te.  to  order  the  overfeer  to  give  relief  to  the  poor, 
n^Hn  b^ead  or  money,  but  in  fubftitutes  for  food." 

.  The  Earl  of  Wamviek  faid,  he  rofc  not  to  objeft  to  the 
fieble  Dukfr's  oiotton  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  coincided  in  al- 
tnoSt  every  obfervation  that  his  Grace  had  made  :  her  fpoke 
from  his  own  perfonal  knowledge,  when  he  defcribed  the 
extvem^  diftrefs  of  the  labouring  poor  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  diflrefs  to  a  degree  of  which  many  of  their 
Lordfbips  could  fcarcely  ft^rm  a  conception.  Every  thing, 
therefore,  4hat  an  example  of  economy  manifefled  on  the 
part  of  their  Lordfhips  could  effe6l,  ought  to  be  reforted  to, 
and  among  other  moft  eflential  points,  it  certainly  was  highl/ 
ncsceifary  to  drvife  fuch  fubftitutes  for  wheaten-bread  as 
could  be  within  the  reach  of  the*  p<u)r.  If,  however,  there 
fhotild  be  a  law  for  the  ufe  of  fubftitutes,  he  hoped  there 
wouUi  be  a  provifion  by  which  proper  care  would  be  taken, 
that  they  were  pure  and  wholefome,  and  not  adulterated  and 
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mixed  with  aH  kinds  of  trafh  ;  a  practice  to  prevalent,  that 
there  required  particular  care  to  guard  againft  it.  Upon  tbat  ^ 
head  however,  the  high  price  of  provifions.  and  upon  other 
topicks  relative  thereto,  he  had  fcverai  obfervations  t  >  make, 
but  he  did  nut  think  that  was  the  proper  time  for  doing  if. 
^hcre  was,  indeed,  one  oth^r  matter,  not  touched  upon  by 
the  noble  Duke,  but  which  he  would  mention  then  ;  a(  the 
fame  time  he  was  aware  that  it  might  be  thought  more  re» 
gular  for  him  to  do  it  by  way  of  fpccific  motion,  but  he  was 
not  inclined  to'  adopt  thji  mods  of  proceeding.  What  he 
alluded  to  was,  the  allotting  to  <every  cottager  a  fiuall  por- 
tion of  ground  to  enable  hlsn  to  raife  vegetables  for  the  fop-/ 
port  of  his  family.  He  faid  he  had  himfcif  witneffed  the 
great  utility  of  this  practice,  both  with  refpeS  to  the  morale 
of  the  cottagers,  their  induftry,  their  eafe,  and  their  happi- 
nefs.  It  had  in  two  many  inltances  happened,  that  no  fuch 
allotment  of  land  was  any  longer  granted  to  the  cottagers, 
which  was  extreme  til  policy,  becaufc  it  drove  them  to  have 
recourfe  to  flealing,  and  to  depredation,  and  at  once  ren- 
dered them  bad  men  and  bad  neighbours.  So  convinced  was 
he  of  the  good  effect  of  allotting  them  a  fmall  porioYi  of 
land,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  that  It 
would  be  worth  while  to  let  them  have  U-,  «Ven  if  they  paidn  . 
trifling  rent,  fuch  as  five  (hillings,  for.the^ame.  Jn  proof  of 
the  neceflity  of  fuch  a  meafure's  being  '^opted,  he  need  only 
flatp  a  fingle  fact  that  came  within  his  knowledge^— i  pcM 
.cottager  had  employed  a  whole  day  in  cutting  pelt,*  «nd 
brought  his  cart  loaded  with  it  into  the  ns^reft  town  oryitlage 
frr  fale. '  The  toll  coft  him  a  penny^  and  he  fold  fhecrttir^ 
load  for  only  fixpence.  His  I^ordlhip  preilbd  the  hjot  he  had 
given  on  fhc  minds  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  matter  weH  Worthy 
theii-  attention.  «  ' 

Lord  GrenvilU  fai  J,  he  rofc  aot  to  objeft  to  the  liobic  Dtik^ 
upon  any  other  point,  than  on  a  point  of  form  :  toth«  man- 
ner  and  the  matter  of  the  noble  Duke's  obfervations,  and  the 
temper  in  which  ihey  had  been  delivered,  no  objection  what- 
ever could  be  enttrtained;  but  he  owned  he  did  entertain 
fonie  doubts  as  to  the  regularity  of  bringing  forward  In  the 
Houfe  the  difcuffion  of  a  particular,  meafurc  recommcnd«fl 
among  others  for  con luii  ration  and  adoption  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  their  report,  the  whole 
of  which  report  had  been  referred  by  the  Hotife  to  the  con- 
fidtration  of  their  Committee,  who  at  this  time  were  fitring 
above  flairs,  and  ,to  every  part  of  it  they  would  no  doubt  give 
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due  att«mIon.  The  noble  Duke,  however,  need  not  be  under 
the  flighted  apprehenfion  that  his  haying  brought  forward  the 
motion  he  had  made  would  be  imputed  to  any  fufpicion, 
that  the  committee  were  not  fully  adequate  to  the  deliberate 
examination  of  the  whole  fubjcfl,  and  the  fuggeftion  of 
fuch  meafures  as  llioiild^  after  due  enquiry,  appear  to  them 
aclvifeable  and  practicable^  to  alleviate  the  inconvenience  and 
diflrels  thai  the  poorer  clafi?  were  unavoidably  cxpofed  to  in 
confcquence  of  the  high  pKicc  of  wheat  and  provisions  in  ge- 
neral. His  Lorddiip  faid  he  could  hear  witftefs  to  the  zeal, 
anxiety,  and  activity  of  every  individual  of  the  committee 
(himfelf  excepted]  that  they  all  of  them  diligently  fearcbed 
into  the  fubjeft,  and  no  one  more  than  the  noble  Duke,  to. 
whom  he  thought  the  committee  much  indebted  for  the  juf- 
tice  he  had  done  them.  With  regard  to  the  act  recommended 
**  to  require  the  magiftrates  of  each  diilrict  to  take  into  con- 
fideratiou  the  circumftances  of  each  pariih,  and  at  the  appli- 
cation of  the  ovcrfcer,  or  at  their  own  difcretion,  to  make 
an  order  for  giving  a  ceiftain  portion  of  relief  in  articles,  to 
be  iixed^  and  to  direct  the  application  of  {o  much  of  the  rates 
as  may  be  neceifary  ;**  as  the  law  now  (loc^d,  fome  fuch 
pov^er  by  Act  of  Par liatnent  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  be 
given  to  magiftrates,  as  In  cafe  overfeers  were  perverfe  and 
ebftinate,  and  chofc  togive  the  necefl^ary  relief  in  wheaten*- 
bread  only,  they  might  do  fo  with  impunity,  there  beipg  nQ 
Aft  of  Parliament  to  prevent  ihem  ;  but  whether  the  power 
(b  given  (hould  be  wholly  peremptory  or  wholly  difcretionaU 
he  was  not  then  prepared  to  fay ;  but  perhaps  a  blending  of 
both,  as  the  occafion  might  require,  would,  on  due  confidera* 
tioni  be  found  the  moll  effectual  and  advifeable  mode  of  giv* 
|ng  it.  He,  however,  would  not  wifti  to  go  into  the  difbuf- 
(ion  then,  as  he  had  much  rather  argue  it  upon  the  fpecific 
claufes  of  a  bill  upon  the  fubject  when  fuch  a  bill  (hould  be 
fcnt  up  from  the  other  Houfe,  a  Houfe  in  which  there  were 
a  great  number  of  magiftrates  who  mud  well  underftand  the 
fubject.  No  fuch  bill,  lie  believed,  had  been  yet  brotight  in, 
unlefs  it  had  been  introduced  thai  day.  They  might,  how- 
ever, expect  that  fuch  a  bill  would  be  fent  up.  At  prefent 
be  thought  the  difcufTion  of  that,  and  the  other  matters  intro- 
cluccd  by  the  noble  Duke,  premature  in  the  Houfe,  and  there* 
jforcr'^  wi(bed  the  noble  Duke  would  be  perfuadcd  to  iiri:h- 
draw  his  motion. 

The  Duke  of  jff^<^^'^Taid,  that  after  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Secretary  ot  ^tate,  he  could  have  no  difficulty  in 
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aflctng  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Indeed,  by  having  had  aA 
opportunity  of  dating  it,  with  the  obfervations  that  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  make,  his  end  had  been  fufficiently  an* 
fwered.  As  he  was  upon  his  legs,  he  would  juft  fay  a  word 
or  two  on  one  matter  ftated  by  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  of  War- 
wick) viz.  the  neceflity  of  allotting  to  cottagers  a  fmall 
ortion  of  land  to  raifc  vegetables  in  for  the  uie  of  their  fami- 
ies.  The  Earl  had  declared  ^hat  there  were  indances  in 
which  their  land  had  been  taken  from  the  cottagers.  The 
Duke  declared  he  was  furprifed  at  this  afTertion,  as  wherever 
he  had  been  in  the  country,  (and  he  had  travelled  over  many 
parts  of  it)  he  had  found  the  gentlemen  landholders  not  onty 
willing,  but  extremely  defiroui,  that  every  cottager  (hould  be 
fo  accommodated  with  land,  and  except  where  the  fituation 
or  cultivation  was  aU  arable,  they  even  went  4b  far,  in  all 
(ituations  of  inclofure  of  common  pafturoi  as  to  allow  the 
cottagers  enough  land  to  feed  and  maintain  a  cow.  He 
thought  it  a  happy  circumftance  for  the  kingdom,  that  all  of 
them,  landholders  in  both  Houfes,  and  out  of  Parliament, 
were  anxioufly  turning  their  minds  to  the  improvement 
of  agriculture,  and  the  betier  provifion  for  the  poor. 

Lord  GrenvilU  faid,  he  did  not  rife  exprefsly  to  oppofe  the 
fDotion  of  the  noble^Earl,  but  thought  it  rather  unufual  to 
piake  motions  in  that  Houfe  without  fome  previous  notice. 
This  was  deemed  neceirary  from  the  courtefy-rfrom  the  ac- 
(:ommodaiion  of  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  towards  the  other— 
and  from  that  fair  dealing  with  which  the  public  coiKerns 
ihould  be  always  conduced.  On  the  prefcnt  occafion  he 
would  no  further  objeft,  than  juft  to  referye  toJiimfelf^  for  a 
future  day,  in  cafe  ^  difficulty  flioiild  arife  in  procuring 
fuch  a  paper,  the  liberty  of  making  fuch  an  objection. 

Lord  Holland  rofe  to  declare  that  the  noble  Secretary  of 
Slate's  aireriion,  that  it  was  neceflary  on  all  occafions  to  give 
previous  notice  of  intentions  to  move  for  papers,, was  utterly 
unfoimdcd.  He  fpoke  imdoubiedly  .from  little  experience 
pcrronally,hut  he  well  knew  that  he  had  feveral  times  moved 
for  papers,  without  any  previous  notice  given  by  him,  and 
without  the  fmalleft  obje£lion  being  made.  Undoubtedly 
where  papers  intended  to  be  moved  for,  were  of  a  complU 
cated  natuie,  and  were  likely  to  involve  a  variety  of  detail  in 
difcuiTion  ;  undoubtedly  in  that  cafe  it  might  be  deem^S^n* 
jfair,  and  be  confidered  as  taking  Miniflers  by  furprife,  if 
previous  notice  were  not  given,  but  where  a  fimple  paper 
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like  the  prefent  was  moved  for,  he  owned  he  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  at  the  noble  Secretary  of  State*s  objection. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  next  rofe  to  move  for  the  monthly  re- 
turns of  the  troops  fent  to  Holland  between  xht  ift  of  Auguft 
and  the  iftof  December  1799.  His  Lordfliip  faid.  he  moved 
for  this  paper,  becaufe  it  had  been  confidently  ftated  from 
iiigh  authority  in  another  place,  that  our  lofs  in  that  entcr- 
prtfc  amounted  to  little  more  than  eight  hundred.  If  that 
Itatement  were  true,  it  reflected  great  difgraqe  on  the  royal 
Duke  at  the  head  of  that  expedition,  but  he  knew  the  fact  to 
be  far  otherwife,  and  that  for  hundreds  we  might  almoft  fub* 
ftitBte  thoufands.  It  was  therefore  with  a  view  to  clear  and 
do  juftice  to  the  reputation  of  the  royal  Duke,  as  well  as  ^or 
other  important  reafons,  that  he  moved  for  thefe  monthly  re- 
turns. As  to  the  fact  of  the  great  amount  of  the  lofs  on 
our  part,  if  any  doubt  were  entertained  of  it,  if  he  were  al- 
lowed to  bring  a  perfon  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  he  could 
there  prove  it  by  unqueflionable  authority — he  would* 
however,  contetit  himfelf  with  his  motion  for  the  prefent* 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  faid,  it  was  fhamefui  in  Minifters 
to  give  a  falfe  ftatement  to  the  public,  and  then  to  refufc 
the  papers  alone  capable  of  proving  i^s  truth  or  falfehood. 
They  forgot  that  he  was  a  military  man,  and  from  his 
conne£lions  with  the  army  muft  have  heard  the  true  ftate- 
ment. He  had  attended  the  commander  in  chief's  levee,  and 
much  converfaiion  palFcd  there  upon  the  fubjc6!,  and  Sir  John 
DtJUglas  was  prefent.  Many  queftions  were  afked  him  ;  he 
himfelf  heard  Sir  John  Douglas  fay 

Lord  Walftngham  fpoke  to  order.  Nothing,  he  faid,  could 
be  more  irregular  than  to  detail  in  debates  the  converfation 
of  officers  withotit  doors  on  any  given  fu'bject  not  immedi- 
ately before  the  Houfe. 

The  Earl  of  SuffJk  faid,  that  he  had,  he  conceived,  a  righc 
to  ftate  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  what  he  had  himfelf  heard 
others  fay  at  the  levee,  who  did  not  knoW  who  he  was,  and 
frotn  Sir  John  Douglas  himfelf  ;  but  if  that  were  objected 
to,  h  \^ould  move  that  Sir  John  Douglas  be  requefted  to 
attend  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  and  he  movtd  accordingly. 

The  LordChancelLr  left  the  wf)nlfack,  and  fubmitted  it  10 
therecollcdiun  and  good  fenfe  of  the  noble  Earl,  whether  it 
was  decorous  or  proper  thus  to  bring  before  the  Houfe  and 
the  public  the  private  converfation  of  an  officer,  fpoken  per*^ 
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baps  confidentially,  perhaps  negligently,  in  the  anti-chamber 
of  the  commander  in  chiefs  levee,  or  whether  it  was  be- 
having handfomely  to  Sir  John  Douglas,  without  having  the 
fpecific  fubjeA  oefore  the  Houfe,  to  wnich  he  was. to  be 
called  upon  to  fpeak,  or  without  previOuUy  apprifing  him  of  . 
the  reafon  of  calling  for  him,  to  order  him  to  attend  at  theic 
bar? 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  Earl  of  Suffoll  then  rofe  to  move  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  rcquefting  a  copy  of  Lord  Elgin's  letter,  the  Britifh 
Ambaffador  at  thePorte,  to  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  which  that  ofiJcer  had  broke  the  convention  which  he 
hid  made  with  General  Kleber. 

On  tlfe  Clerk's  defiring  to  have  the  date  fpecified,  that  he 
might  write  down  the  motion  in  due  Parliamentary  form,  the 
Earl  faid  ir  was  impoflible  for  him  to  ftate  the  precife  date, 
but  Minifters  well  knew  the  particular  letter  to  which  he  re- 
ferred.  However,  to  obviate  pbjeftion,  he  would  move  for 
all  the  inftructions  and  papers  that  palFed  between  Lord  jEl- 
gin,  the  Britifti  AmbalTador  at  Conftantinople,  and  Sir  Syd- 
ney Smith,  and  he  faid,  he  did  it  with  a  view  todo  jufticeto 
the  character  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  to  whom  he  thought  the 
countr/ indebted  more  than  to  any  other  officer,  who  bad 
dirtingnilhed  himfelf  in  the  courfc  of  the  war,  LordNelfon 
alone  excepted.     He  moved  accordingly. 

Lord  Grenville  rofe  to  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion. Lord  tlgin  was  not  in  a  capacity  to  give  inftructions 
to  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  an  officer  which  the  noble  Earl  being, ' 
as  he  had  faid,  a  military  man,  muft  have  known  ;  but  even  . 
had  Lord  Elgin  had  authority  to  give  Sir  Sydney  Smith  in- 
ftructions, he  (hould  equally,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  have  ob- 
jei^cd  to  a  motion  for  papers  obvipudy  improper  to  be  pro- 
duced. •  He  would  take  that  opportunity  of  noticing  what 
had  fallen  from  a  noble  Baron  (Lord  Holland)  on  thecuftoni 
of  giving  notice  of  any  intention  to  call  for  papers,  and  to' 
ftate  with  what  object  they  were  called  for,  previoufly  to 
moving  for  them.  He  knew  perfeflly  well  that  every  noble 
Lord  had  a  right  to  make  whatever  motion  he  pleafed  with- 
out previoufly  (bating  his  object ;  he  meant  not  therefore  to 
contend  that  there  was  any  parliamentary  hxxQ.  rule  appli- 
cable to  the  cafe,  but  merely  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  upon 
the  principle  of  courtefy  and  accommodation  to  both  fides 
the  Houfe,  from  which  fuperiox  advantage  could  refult  to 
neither,  a  cuftom  had  generally  obtained  of  noble  Lords  giv- 
ing 
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ing  notice  previous  to  moving  for  any  paper  of  importance^ 
In  proof  of  the  utility  and  importance  of  this  practice*  he 
had  the  authority  of  Mr.  Hatfel,  i^ho  might  juftly  be  con-^ 
fidered  the  oracle  of  j>arliamentary  precedent  and  orders. 
That  accurate  and  judicious  writer  had  obferved,  that  it  was 
ever  confidered  as  mod  effential  to  the  privileges  and  forms  of 
Parliament,  becaufe  eflential  to  the  prefervaiion  of  the  ital 
fpirit  of  the  conditution,  that  notice  ihould  be  prevtoufly 
given  of  any  motion  on  public  topics  intended  to  be  brought 
forward.  The  noble  Baron  doubtlefs  imagined  that  he  was 
fupporting  the  opinion  he  had  thought  proper  to  deliver  on 
the  regular  pradice  of  the  Houfe,  by.afferting  that  he  had 
himfelf  often  moved  for  papers  without  previous  notice ; 
perhaps  that  very  declaration  was  the  beft  proof  of  the  nc* 
ceflity  of  putting  a  flop  to  fo  grofs  a  violation  of  order. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Lord  Grenville  then  rofe  to  make  a  motion,  but  previous 
to  doing  fo,  he  faid,  he  begged  the  Houfe  to,  know  that  fuch 
"was  his  opinion  of  the  importance  and  value  of  Sir  Sydney 
Smith's  ferviceSy  that  if  any  refledioiis  ibould  becaftupon 
himi  neither  in  that  Houfe,  nor  in  any  other  place  (hould 
there  be  found  an  individual  more  ready  to'  (land  up  the  (Ire- 
nuous  advocate  and  defender  of  that  deferving  officer,  if  de- 
fence were  neceflaty,  than  himfelf.  His  Lordlbip  then 
moved  that  the  copies  of  the  two  reports  of  the  eorn  com- 
mittees of  thelaft  fcfBon  of  both  Houfes,  be  referred  to  the 
Lords'  committees  fitting  above  (laire.    Ordered, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    DEC.    2. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  on  the  Houfes  of  Parliament 
buildings  bill. 

Mr.  jiUiffc  thought  as  large  fums  had  been  expended  in 
ere£iing  various  public  buildings,  fomething  might  be  appro- 
priated towards  crcding  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  worthy 
the  opulence  and  magnificence  of  the  nation* 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to 
could  not  apply  to  the  prefent  bill,  fince  it  was  merely  brought 
in  for  a  temporary  purpofe. 

Avery  defultory  converfation  then  took  place  between  Mr. 
'  Tierney,  Mr.  Rofe,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  JollifFc,  and  the  Matter 
of  the  Rolls,  when  it  was  at  length  agreed  the  chairman 
IhoulJ  report  prc^rcfs,  and  a(k  leave  to  fit  again  on  Friday. 

BANK 
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BANK    NOTES.* 

Mri  Thrney  faid,  he  few  no  imp^ropriety  in  making  his 
motion  relative  to  the  bank  Hofes  in  circulation  in  the  ab^ 
fence  of  the  governor  of  the  bank  ;  nor  did  he  know  that  the 
prefence  of  that  officer  was  neceflary,  tintefs  there  was  a  dift. 
pofition  in  the  bank  to  refift  fuch  a  motion.  He  concluded 
'by  making  the  fame  motion  he  had  made  on  a  preceding 
evening  for  the  amouht  of  the  bank  notes  in  circulation  up- 
on an  average  of  three  months  during  the  years  1797,  1798, 
1799,  and  1800,  didinguiilung  the  amount  of  thofe  under 
five  poimds. 

Mr.  Manning  faid,  there  was  certainly  no  intentioni  oft 
the  part  of  the  Bank,  to  refill  any  meafure  of  that  nature. 
If  the  Hotife  made  fuch  an  order,  the  direQors  would  tm* 
doubtediy  acqutefcc  in  it ;  he  ftill,  hmvever,  v^ifhed  the  mo- 
tion to  be  delayed  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  the  governor 
of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  had  no  objcflion  to  delay  his  motion 
till  Thurlday,  but  he  hoped  he  Ihould  not  again  be  difap- 
pointed  by  the  fame  caufe. 

CAVALRY. 

Mr.  Rohfm  rofe  and  apologized  for  making  an  irregular 
motion  on  the  preceding  evening,  but  faid,  he  did  it  under 
the  idea  that  when  a  fuiti  of  money  was  appropriated  to  any 
particular  purpofe  and  remained  tinapplied,  the  Houfe  was 
aiithorized  to  advife  his  Majedy  as  to  the  application  of  that 
remainder.  He  thought  the  embargo  laid  upon  the  corn 
veflels  in  the  Baltic  was  an  additional  reafon  for  his  motion^ 
fince  every  aid  would  be  wanting  to  alleviate  the  fcarcity 
here.  After  briefly  repeating  the  arguments  he  ufed  on  Fri- 
day evening  on  the  fame  fubjed,  he  concluded  by  moving. 
That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  prayr 
ing  he  would  be  gracioully  pleafcd  to  give  directions  thjit  the 
utmoft  economy  be  ufed  in  the  expeniiiture  of  corn  by  horfes 
in  the  fervice  of  Government. 

The  Secretary  at  U^ar  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  in 
what  way  he  fhould  difcufs  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  hon.  Gentleman,  he  faid,  had  made  his  fpeech 
on  one  evening  and  his  motion  on  the  other,  and  knowing 
'as  he  did  frotn  that  fpeech  the  hon.  Gentleman's  original  ob- 
jeS,  he  kilfew  not  how  to  difentangle  that  from  the  motion 
now  before  tRe  Honfe,  though  it  ftood  oftenfibly  upon  a  dif- 
ferent ground.  The  fail  however  was,  and  he  thougiit  it  a 
fufficienl  anfwer  to  the  prefent  motion,  that  the  utmoft  eco- 

YoL.  lY-  i8o9.  M  ra  nomy 
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nomy  is  now  ufed  in  the  e^pcnfiiture  of  oats  for  the  cavalry. 
It  wa5;  impoflfible  indeed  to  ufe  greater  economy  in  that  parti* 
Miar,  and  at  the  faige  time  ktcp  up  an  eScdive  force,  or 
one  any  way  adequate  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  form- 
ed.   He  thought  the  motion  therefore  wholly  unneceilary. 

Mr.  yQfies  ^idvprted  to  th^  diftreiTes  of  the  poor,  and  thought 
every  motion  tending  to  economy  ought  to  be  encouraged, 
particularly  in  this  inftance,  as  oats  formed  a  chief  part  of 
the  fpbfifletice  of  the  people  in  the  North  of  England  and  Ia 
Scotland. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rclls  fald,  he  faw  no  objeS  that  was  to 
be  attained  by  the  prefent  motion.  It  had  been  proved  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  near  him  that  the  utmoft  economy 
19  ufed  relative  to  the  objedl  of  the  motion,  and  therefore 
thought  it  unneceflary.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
pthcr  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

General  JValpole  fuggcfted  the  propriety  of  lefTcning  the 
number  of  horfes  in  the  fervice  of  Government  by  render- 
ing the  regiments  of  cavalry  partly  mounted  and  partly  difr 
mounted — 

[The  bufinefs  was  here  interrupted  by  a  MelFagc  from  the 
I/Oxds^dating  that  their  Ltordlhips  had  appointed  the  next  day 
at  two  o'clock  to  go  to  St.  James's  with  the  Addrefs  of  botti 
Houfes  to  his  Majefty,  and  that  they  had  appointed  the  Lord 
St<»ward  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  to  prefent  the  fame,  on 
the  part  of  their  Lordlhips.  The  Houfe  having  appointed 
Mr.  Dudley  Ryder,  Mr.  William  Dundas,  Mr.  Canning, 
and  Lord  felgrave  to  prefent  the  fame  on  their  part,  the  mtit- 
fengers  were  called  in  and^ acquainted  therewith.] 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  if  ever  there  exilied  a  difpofition  in  that 
Houfe  to  relieve  the  diftrefles  of  the  poor,  it  ought  to  bedif* 
played  at  the  prefent  moment.  If  any  thing  could  be  done,; 
lie  fatd»  relative  to  this  fubjed,  it  ought  now  to  be  done,  and 
(hough  the  motion  had  been  declared  unneceflary,  he  faw  no 
harm  which  would  refult  from  entertaining  it. 

General  Dclancy  adverted  to  what  had  &llen  from  Gene* 
ral  Walpole,  ^nd  faid  there  wa$  always  a  deficiency  in  re^ 
gtments  of  cavalry,  which  nearly  met  fb^  objed  propofed  by 
that  hon.  Gentlemaii. 

General  i\  aifali  explained. 

The  Houfe  was  proceeding  to.  a  divifion,  but  th^re  not 
J^ciuj;  forty  members  pjk'efent,  aa  adjournment  tooK  place. 
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HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

WBDNBSDAir,   DtC.  3. 

The  Lord  Chambirlain  brought  up  his  Majefty's  anfwer  to 
the  Adklrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament^  relative  to  the  • 
ifluing  of  a  Proclainatio&  recommending  economy  to  the 
people.  His  Majefty  in  his  anfwer  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  exprefs  his  willingnefs  to  comply  with  the  requeft  of  his 
Parliament,  and  his  hopes  that  the  plan  he  fiiould  recom- 
mend would  be  untverfally  adopted  throughout  the  kingdom* 
The  anfwer  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  on  the  table  being  forwarded  in  their  ftages,  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

WEDNESPAY,    DEC.   3. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker  counted  the  Houfe,  and  there 
being  oqly  thirty-fix  members  p^efeat,  he  informed  them^ 
that  the  Houfe  flood  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  DEC.  4* 

Some  bill.s  were  brought  up  from  the  Commons,  and  the 
bills  on  the  table  were  read  in  their  ftages. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY*    DEC.  4« 

Mr.  Abbot  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for  afcertain* 
ing  the  population  of  Great  Britain,  which  he  moved  flbould. 
|)e  re-committed ;  the  bill  was  re-committed,  reported,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day*. 

Mr««  Bragge  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  qualification 
indemnity  bill,  which  was  granted. 

Mr  Lujhtngton  poftponed  his  motion  on  the  infurre£lion  in 
the  ifland  of  Grenada,  in  1795,  intended  for  that  day,  to 
that  day  week. 

Mr.  NichoUs  gave  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  certain 
violations  of  the  laws  and  conftitution,  by  the  interference  of 
Peers  in  the  election  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament^ 
which  he  would  bring  forward  on  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Tiemey  moved  for  an  account  of  the  amount  of  bank 
notes  in  circulation,  on  an  average  of  every  three  months,  for 
the  years  1797,  1798,  17999  and  x8oo,  diftingnilhing  thofe 
aotes  that  were  below  five  pounds  in  value.    On  the  fug« 

M  m  a  geftion 
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geftion  of  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Tierney  adopted  the  amend- 
ment from  Lady-day  1797',  as  it  Would  be  found  moft  fair  and 
expedient.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

•  Mr*  Rof*/on  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  fubjefi  of  the 
cavalry  for  next  Wednefday  ;  he  thought  It  expedient,  he 
fsidy  to  renew  a  fubje6t  on  which  it  was  tmpoflibleto  know 
tlie  opinions  of  gentlemen;*  a?  the  Hotrfe  was  counted  out, 
and  tie  was  refbhred  n6t  to  iet  it  drop  until  he  had  oblaitied  a 
decifum. 

..Mr.  Loiig  brought  up  an  account  of  the  amount  of  in* 
bereft  p^d  out  of  the  fupplics  on  three  milHons  of  Exchequer 
bills. 

RELIEF    OF    THE    POOR. 

Mr.  Ryjfr  brought  up  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer 
to  the  addrefs  foF  his  Majefty's  royal  proclamation.  He  then 
brought  in  the  bill  for  the  belter  relief  of  the  poor,  by  rcgu* 
latingthe  mVxle  of  parochial  relief  in  procuring  fubftltuies  in 
the  place  of  wheaf  during  the  high  price  of  provifions,  which 
was  read  a  firft  time,  and  the  queftion  put  oft  its  fecond 
reading. 

Mr.  y^liffe  oppofed  Its  further  prbgrcfs  on  the  principle  of 
its  giving  too  much  power  to  magiftrates,  and  of  diminiOiing 
that  of  veftrlesi  the  proper  guardians  of  this  truft.  He  con- 
(idered  it  as  a  job. 

Sir  fFm.  Pulteney  enforced  not  only  the  necefliiy  of  intro* 
ducing  fubftitutes,  but  exprefled  his  wifti  that  the  Jaw  ftould 
be  compulfory  iif  the  ufe  of  thofe  fubftitutesy  as  thofe  who 
were  to  be  fupported  by  the  induftry  of  others  (hould  fubmit 
tofhe  neceffity  impofcd  by  the  gdneral  fcarclty,  and  to  live  on 
ctHtrfeit  foed.  He  was  of  opinion  that  much  was  not  to  be 
gained  by  importation,  and  as  the  deficiency  of  the  crop  muft. 
leave  us  three  months  (hort  of  the  ufual  provifion,  there  was 
a  neceflity  for  fudh  a  compulfory  law,  which  it  would  be  hiv- 
manity  to  ena£t.  He  denied  that  ftich  a  duty  as  the  bill 
called  for  on  maciftrates  could  be  confide  red  as  a  job. 

Mr.  Shaw  L^tvre  was  of  opiniontbat  the  giving  ^^money 
would  be  the  moft  efFcdual  relief,  leaving  the  management 
t6  the  pobr  themfelves. 

Mr.  Nicholh  difapproved  the  giving  food  of  an  Itifcrior 
tftialiiy  to  ^he  poor.  On  their  relief  there  could  be  in  that 
Houfe  but  one  wifh.  I|^ut  when  he  confidered  that  Me  half 
of  the  Country  received  at  prefent  parifti  relief,  and  the 
change  of  charafber  pcrfons  ftibtnitiing  to  fiich  neceffity 
Would  undergo,  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  of  much  fertoua 
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ceniiilerfttion.  how  41- power  wiis  gtven  to  the  pairi^otRc^iir  tc?' 
compel  the  people  to  take  from  them  foc4  of  mi'  ififcriof  * 
quality^    He  diflk  not  tMnk  rhai  they  wouM  be  Tatisiied  under 
the'preftnc  bsti,  wMch  he  thought  fo  far  was  objeAlofiftbte  ; 
for  even  at  this  thne  it  was  extfemetj  rfHficult  for  getittemen 
to  keep  er^er  aanong  them  in  the  coanrry.    He  ConHderctt  tile 
confumption  of  coach-horfes  great,  as  the  food  ofea^hte 
London  wai  eAimated  at  th^  food  of  fouxteeh  huniaa  <crea*  ^ 
tures. 

Lovd  Templi  called  to  order; 

The  Speakit  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Nichofis  wa^  piO"  * 
Ceeding  to  compare  sad  contrail  the  ufe  of  oars  with  other* 
ftfbftituicty  as  fuch  he  did  not  conceiviB  him  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Nicholh  refumed,  9ihi  faid  he  was  mu^h  nfrak)  we 
ihouM  be  reduced  to  the  ofe  of  oats  before  the  year  was  otH*^ 
as  fuch  he  wUbed  to  fui^ft  every  mode  of  management  in 
diie  titne,  as  he  wm  for  feed^h^f  medt  not  horfes^  whtlft 
otbets  mayi  perhaps,  be  for  fee^itig  horfe^,  ildt  men.  ' 

Mr.  Ryder  anfvrefed  Mr.  JoUiSe's  oMbrT^tiorfs^-a^d  gave 
it  as  an  opin^ion,  that  fo  far  trqm  prodtictrig^ny  fhu^g  Uke  a 
job,  it  would^oniy  give  cantiduraM&  tfoifbte  t<i>'geiltlem6n,  wh<» 
viere*  willing  to  fubmit  to  i^  lor  tho- reHdF  of  the  poor, 
Juftices  are  but  empowered  to  AkftSt  ovcrfeftrs  t6  provide 
fuch  fubftitutes  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  p^U'ifli;  Btit'A^ld  it  * 
be  in  their  power  to  procure  in  one  diftrlfit  cice,  in  ahother 
Indianeom,  in  a  third  oats,  ftfli,  &c.  thefe'ore  {bblRttitest ' 
and  are  o&ci^af  a  luperior  q^iaHty,  which  he  would  Wi(h  to 
introduce  ;  but  the  expreffion  cif  the  hon.  GeMleman  wodld' 
tend  to  excite  a  prejudice  againft  them,  and  fo  far  render  the 
prpvtfionr^^the  bill  quite  nugatory.  Thefe  regtihitions«Were 
expref&d  cAOhis  part  rather  as  fuggeftions  in  favour  of  th« 
bill  than  as  pans  of  it,  which  he  hoped  would  be  correftM, 
and  the  bilk  pafs  on  without  prejudice  againft  it. 

Mr.  Grey  did  not  wiOi  to  oppofp  the  bill  in  thi«  ftagCt  but 
confeffed  he  faw  it  with  concern,  as  it  went  to  '0,  total  change 
in  the  admininration  of  parochial  relief »  Ttie  means  p€  re- 
drtfs certainly  lay  in  lefTening  the  confumption;  the  queftion 
then  was;  to  carry  that  into  c-ffe£f ,  A  friend  of  his,  who 
converts  a  private  fortune  into  ^public  blefling,  introduced 
into  his  parifh  the  ufe  of  wheaten  bread  mixed  with  rice, 
which,  though  at  firft  difreliftcd,  came  afterwards  into  ufc, 
-  and  has  continued  ever  {ince«  On  thefe  reafons  he  would 
propofe  nOioney  as  the  beft  relief,  and  leave  them  to  purchafe* 

what 
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what  they  pltftfe,  as  they  may  be  difcoRteoted  with  what  is 
neant  for  their  relief. 

Mr.  Wilbetforce  faidt  it  was  much  fzfttio  ad^ihifter  relief 
in  bread  and  ftibfiitates*  ^han  to  truft  to  the  difbretion  of  the 
poor  in  provlfioning  themfelves ;  and  in  faying  fo  he  a<Scd 
snore  fairly  by  them,  than  leaving  them  the  liberty  of  pur« 
chaGng  what  food  ihey  pleafed. 

Mn  Joltiffi  propofed  as  an  amendmenti  that  ii  (hoald  be 
read  on  Monday  next,  which  was  negatived. 

The  Cbancillor  of  the  Exchifuer  CM,  thit  the  importance 
pf  economy  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  that  no  dotibt  was 
entertained  that  a  vao-iety  of- articles  as  fubftitutes  could  be 
produced,  and  the  neceffiiy  of  their  being  fo  as  fpeediiy  as 
poffible  was  alfo  admitted,  frond  the  numbers  of  thofe  who 
\ycre  dependant  on  parochial  reliefs  A  proclamation  was, 
or  would  be,  he  (aid,  iflbed  in  a  few  hours,  recommending 
economy-*-the  <^efiion  then  for  gentlemen  to  decide  on  was, 
whether  sho(c  who  were  to  fecure  relief  (hould  not  be  pre- 
vented from  augmenting  the  evil.  The  principle  of  the  bill 
was  relief,  and  as  fpeedilv  as  poffible,  as  every  delay  tended 
to  excite  fufpicion  ^  and  be  was  fure  when  the  bill  was  ex- 
anuned  there  wouU  be  found  no  ground  of  objedi6n  to  it. 
The  general  idea  of  the  bill  was  fuch  as  was  ftated  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  feflion  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  was  fol- 
Uwed  up  through  all  its  details  by  one  of  the  beft  informed 
and  bed  attended  committees  that  ever  fat  on  fuch  a  bufinefs. 

The  queflioa  on  the  fecond  reading  was  put  and.  carried^ 
f  nd  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IMPORTATION   OF   CORN. 

yix.  Rj^r  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
into  a  committee  for  the  encouraging  the  importation  of 
cprn.  The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  accordingly,  and  Mr. 
Ryder  propofed  certain  bounties  on  every  quarter  of  peas, 
beans,  batley,  and  oats,  imported  before  the  id  of  Ofiober, 
z8oi. 

The  refolutions  were  voted  in  the  committee,  and  the 
report  ordered  for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Pyder  moved  that  the  corn  importation  bill  Iboold  bo 
re*committed  for  the  next  day.   Ordered. 

DISMISSION    OF    MINISTERS. 

,  Mr.  TyrrwfiU  Jwui  rofe  and  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  con- 
formity to  the  motion  I  gave  feme  day»iince.  I  rife  to  bring  * 
forward  a  motion  on  the  prefent  war.     I  do  aflure  you,  Sir, 
'  and  this  Houfe,  that  it  ismoft  irkfome  and  grievous  to  me  to 
bring  forward  the  propofition  li^hich  i  (hall  offer  this  night  to 

this 
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this  Houfe  for  their  confideration.  .As  to  its  acceptance  or 
rejection,  no  perfonal  meitives  ciilde  me ;  roeafures,  not  men> 
are  my  objed  ;  and  verily  thinking  that  his  Majefty's  prefent 
councils  have  brought  this  kingdom  to  death's  door»  my 
country,  my  conftituents,  and  my  God»  loudly  call* on  me  to 
do  my  duty  in  the  moft  confcientious  and  determined  manner. 

By  the  King's  fpeech  from  the  throne  on  the -opening  of 
this  prefent  feUion  of  parliament,  (which  muft  be  lo  frefh  in 
the  rccolleaiop  of  every  Hon,  member  of  this  Houfe,  that  I 
will  not  trouble  them  to^haye  it  read)  and  by  the  ftibfequent 
and  repeated  declarations  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  lince» 
and  peculiai  ly  manifcfted  in  tiio  rejeAion  of  a  motion  brought 
in  by  an  hpn.  Gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  as  to  a  feparate  peace  not 
being  advifeable,  however  the  councils  of  Auftria  may  be 
frhanged  ;  it  is  evident  tliat  ideas  of  making  a  feparate  peace 
(notwithftanding  our  allies,  as  I  (hall  hereafter  (hew,  have 
fo  often  done  it  to  our  coft)  never  entered  into  the  heads  of  his 
Majefty's  minifters.  It  feems  to  be  the  determtnatioa  of  mi- 
nitters'to  purfue  this  endlefs  conted,  and  to  go  on  in  lavifbtng 
Brittdi  treafure  and  Britifb  blood,  in  fpite  of  the  calamities 
which  have  be£alt/en  us,  in  fpite  of  the  difgraceful  failures 
which  have  occurred,  and  in  defiance  of  the  famine  which 
now  threatens  to  defobte  the  country.  This  war  feems  to^be 
their  ide^^  and  they  bow  to  their  idol^  and  they  have  made  the 
nation  bow  low  indeed  \  and  have  facrificed  to'th^  bloody 
ihrine  of  this  their 'idol,  millions  of  lives  of  their 'felloe 
creatures,  millions  of  Britifh  guineas,  the  fortunes  of  the 
piiddlc  ranks  of  men,  and  fome  of  the  dcarcft  interefts  of 
the  empire.  Here  lei  me  flop  to  obferve  on  the  de(tru£tion 
of  the  middle  orJer  of  men.  (^Id  France^  before  the  revolu- 
tion, had  but  two  defcriptions  of  them*,  the  very  higheft,  and 
the  very  lowelt.  God  forbid  that  only  two  orders  of  men 
ihould  ever  be  found  in  Old  England ! 

His  Majefty's  miniflcrs,  Sir,  uW  yon,  the  rcfonrccs  of  the 
empire  are  not  cxhaudcd.  I  hopr  and  believe  they  tell  the 
truth,  God  forbid  they  (hould  be  !  But  why'do  they  tell  you 
fo?  Bccaiife  they  fuffcr  no  diminution  of  income.  '1  heir 
annual  income  arifes  in  great  part  from  the  public  purfe,  and 
in  many  cafts,  inileadof  diormilhing  incrcafeth  with  thedif* 
trefl'es  of  individuals,  and  the  general  impoveriihmem  of  the 
empire.  Here  I  mull  obferve,  1  do  not  think  many  of  his 
Majcfly's  minifters  over  paid  ;  they  earn  their  falarics  by  their 
Indiidry  and  atteniion  at  Icaft  (however  ineffectual)  to  their 
duty  ;  but  no  one  man  ought  to  have  the  falary  of  ten,  which, 
ih  thres  or  four  inilances,  is  the  cafe,  and  in  one  particuiariyy 

which 
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Which  en  creafeth  with  the  w^Ti  ^and  ^o.  account  of  the  in* 
crcafe  of  which  was  laid  on  the  table-of  this  Houfc,  (Lord 
fiuckingham's  ralarv,.as  one  of  the  tellers  of  the  Exchequer) 
on  the  motion  of  an  honouraUe  Friend  of  mine,  (Mr. 
Tierney)  and  proved  the  increafe  from  3,500!.  to  17,000!.  per 
annum.  I  mean  no  perfonality';  there  are  two  or  three 
others  equally  enormous  and  noticeable* 

In  the  firfi  place^  Sir,  I  object  to  the  continuance  of  this 
war>  inafmucn  as  it  tends  to  produce  the  prefent  fcarcity,  the 
dearnefs  of  all  the  articles  of  life,  and  the  famine  itfelf.  The 
right  honourable  Gentleman  (Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer) 
has  faid,  that  in  his  idea  it  does,  not  produce  any  material  (car- 
city*  Sir,  I  mud  differ  Ojiuch  on  this  point,  and  i)nnk  it  a 
primary  caufei  no  doubt,  as  tQ  a  land  war,  and  I  think  I  can 
prove  It  to  be  fo.  Why,  Sir,  when  you  recollect  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  floating  paper  currency,  does  not  that  tend 
to  promote  mpi)opoly  and  fcarcity,  and  dearnefs  of  all  pro- 
vifions?  Let.  it  be  recollected  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheciuer  has  inditated  paper,  in  (hort,  downright  aiFignats 
for  gold.  That  circumftance  of  iifclf  is  enough,  but  lis  cfFeds^ 
flill  worfc,  for  the  forgeries  are  fo  great  that  t  (hall  mention ^a 
fact  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  (if  it  be  not  true  let 
fome  bank  director  fay  fo)  that  at  this  time  no  lefs  than 
fevcnty  bank  clerks  are  occiipicd  in  the  detection  of  forged 
notes  all  over  England.  Without  doors  what  was  the  confe- 
quence?  Such  was  the  depreciation  of  this  currency  in  the 
public  opinion,  that  (ince  the  war  every  article  oi  Joed  and 
raimeni  has  been  doubled  and  trebled  in  price. 

Furthermore,  Sir,  but  for  the  war,  Britifb  guineas  would 
have  remained  on  Briiiih  land,  inftead  of  which  wc  have  fent 
gold  to  Holland,  Berlin,  Vienna,  (guaranteeing  ihe  payment 
of  intereil  by  our  good  and  grand  ally,  Auftria)  Bavaria,* 
Naples,  Sardinia,  and^  in  ihort,  to  all  the  petty  German 
Prk)ccs  ;  and  now  (God  knows  their  ufc)  we  pay  (what  few 
men  knew  till  I  called  for  the  paper  on  the  fubjeS  lately} 
6co,oooL  per  annum  to  foreign  corps.  I  do  not  mean  to 
fay,  that  fome  of  their  regiments  have  not  done  their  duty, 
quite  ihe  contrary — more  of  that  fubjeft  preftnily,  when  f 
come  to  Qj^iibei on  expedition — but  I  have  heard  the  whole 
galled  (I  never  faid  fo  my  felt)  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  emi- 
grant jobs*  When  1  rccolleft  all  this,  aiKi  the  manner  in 
w^hLch  fome  of  our  allies  have  ireutccl  us,  I  muft  confider 
England  as  the  common  pack-horfe  of  Europe  ;  and  as  to  the 
famous  BriiTot,  who  was  faid  to  have  fct  Rre  to  the  four  corners 
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of  the  world,  I  muft  think  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  imitated  him,  and  may  be  called  the  Britiih* 
Briflbt.  . 

Before  I  proceed  further.  Sir,  there  is  a  clafs  of  men 
^mainly  concerned  in  this  war,  ancj  of  whom  I  muft  fpeak 
rather  forcibly.  '  I  know  not  one  man  among  them,  and 
therefore  can  have  no  prejudices  for  or  againll  them.  I 
mean  the  nfinhd  intereft  \  and  here  too.  Sir,  let  me  premife 
-what  I  mean  by  the  monied  inttreft.  1  mean  not  the  fair^' 
honeft  old  EngUflj  merchant,  whofe  liberal  commerce  is  the 
fource  of  our  national  wealth.  I  venerate  that  man,  and 
cfteem  his  charadcr.  But  by  the  monied  intereji^  Sir,  I  mean,' 
in  the  ftrong  and  emphatical  words  of  the  late  great  and  im- 
mortal Lord  Chatham,  **  that  blood- fucker  and  muck-worm, 
which  calls  itfelf  the  friend  of  government,  which  pretends' 
to  ferve  this  or  that  adminiftration,  and  may  be  pnrchafcd  by 
any  adminiftration,  that  advances  money  to  government,  and 
takes  efpecial  care  of  its  own  emoluments.  I  include  in  this' 
defcription,  commilfaries,  jobbers, contractors, loan-mongers, 
clothiers  and  remitters."  Now,  Sir,  let  us  look  around  this 
country  fmce  the  war,  let  x\s  look  even  at  this  metropolis, 
and  fee  how  the  monied  interejl  has  thriven,  and  how  the 
landed  intereft  has  periflied.  ContraSors  'and' loan -mongers 
are  the  only  perfons  that  have  not  been  impoverifhed  by  the 
war.  Their  **  palaces  have  rifen  like  exhalations  ;*'  their 
equipages  (hewn  in  the  ftreets  like  meteors ;  and  their 
diamonds  vie  at  the  public  theatres  with  royalty  itfelf.  Mark 
the  coniraft ;  and  I  will  put  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer himfelf,  whether  the  Aatemcnt  I  draw  be  not  true* 
How  many  venerable  manfionsare  there  now,  in  this  country, 
where  general  joy  and  known  hofpitality  ufed  to  prevail,  now 
blocked  up  !  the  carriages  fold,  and  every  thing  marking 
poverty  itfelf.  Nay,  further;  how  many  good  and  honeft  men, 
with  as  much  good  blood  boiling  in  their  veins  .as  runs 
through  the  frame  of  the  prudent  loan-monger,  are  now, 
from  the  prelfurc  of  taxation,  hiding  their  diminifhed  heads 
in  alleys,  courts,  and  in  pfifonsi  How  many  mifcrabler 
yeomen  and  ftiop  keepers  are  now  imm«ircd  within  the  walls 
of  a  gaol !  Here  I  muft  notice  the  praife-worihy  interfe- 
rence of  an  honourable  Baronet  on  the  unjuft  feverity  of  late 
imprifonments,  and  -fay  to  the  miniller  in  the  words  of 
Churchill— 

•*  Go  to  the  pjifon«,  to  the  Fleet  repair, 

<*  And  :»lk,  wiih  b*ulhcs  allc,  it' Ddpard's  there.'* 
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Why  then,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  any  hon.  Gentleman  wiH 
get  np  in  ^this  Houfe  and  fay  that  evils  of  every  kind  da 
not  flo\y  from  a  ftatc  of  warfare.  I  fay,  Sir,  war  is  life  ta 
the  contraftor,  and  death  to  the  landed  man  —War  is  life  to 
the  loan-jobber  and  death  to  the  peafant — life  to  the  jobber, 
and  death  to  the  mechanic — life  u\  ihe  remTtier  and  death  tq 
the  (h'^pkeeper  lite  to  the  clothit-r  and  death  to  the  la-^ 
bourer.  Thedefe6iion  of  an  ally  animates  the  loan-jobber 
to  new  fpeculations  ;  every  battle:,  and  every  Gazette,  goad? 
them  on  to  advance  money  to  the  Minifler,  whereby  to  pay 
the  intercft  thereon,  he  has  already  fo  wrung  the  fubftance 
of  England  in  carrying  oh  this  work  of  carnage,  that  he 
xnuft  draw  the  teeth  and  rip  up  the  bowels  of  the  people. 

Jn  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Speaker  and  while  ihefe  horrible 
ciiormities  exift,  forrv  am  1  to  fay  it,  but  ii  is  a  fbocking 
fad,  the  pec  pie  of  England  want  bread \  they  have  little 
clfe  to  fubfill  on  but  what  I  foretold  in  my  place  on  the  8ih 
of  May  they  would  have,  if  the  war  continued,  **  The  bread 
gf  tearst  *  *  .  I  fee  the  effects  of  the  war  on  the  common  peo- 
ple, in  the  foldier's  loaf — I  fee  it  in  th€  foldier's  beef — I  fee  it 
m  the  mechanic  and  arJifan,  and  labourer,  and  (hopkceper, 
torn,  as, it  were,  from  his  family — ftarved  into  the  ranks  as 
in  the  reign  of  Robcfpierre,  iq  France,  and  trained  in  bar- 
racks, not  to  cut  corn,  but  to  cpt  down  the  people.  Fur-* 
thermore.  Sir,  every  article  of  life  is  raifed  in  price,  and  4 
fyftem  of  general  taxation  prevails.  Add  to  this  the  enor- 
mous incrcafe  of  the  poor  rates  fince  the  war.  I  ha^ve  a  do- 
cument here  to  prove  beyond  cont  radial  ion,  that  they  have 
encreafed  full  five  millions — Will  any  man  fay  that  this  i^ 
nof  owing  to  the  war  \  Will  any  man  have  the  hardihood  to 
contradid  the  fa£l  ?  3ut  of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life  which 
are  raifed,  there  is  pne  which  I  hope  the  Minifter^wiU 
lake  fome  meafurc  fpeedily  to  lower  for,  the  comfort  of 
the  'poor,  and  I  trufl  one  or  two  of  the  laft  heavy  duties 
■will  be  taken  off — Sir,  I  allude  xojult^  and  only  fay  that  thq 
in  or  A  gabe  lie  ^  as  ufed  in  Fiance,  may  be  mifufcd  in  Eng- 
land. 

Every  one  knows  the  odium  attached  to  the  vjoxA  gahelle : 

Sir,  the  people  of  this  counny  are  taxed  to  carry  on  this  war, 

from  head  to  f not,  and  after  all   come^    v^hat   I   mutt  call  4 

downright  and  trem(.ndoui>  inqiiiljtion,   the  ipconic  tax,    in- 

ented,  no  doubt,  to  curb  the  pride,  and   crulh  tke   fpirir^ 

•  The  ftiMlancc  of  the  i';>cech    of  T.  Jones,    Efq.  on   his  motion  for 
peice.  May  the  8  th,  i8co,  page  31,     rnuud  ioi  Dcbrcn, 

and 
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land  to  break  the  backs,  and  necks,  and  hearts  of  all  good  Kng- 
ii/hmen.  However,  Sir,  underall  this  there  isone  circumdaiiceft 
which  car^not  fail  to  give  comfort  to  every  man,  aad  that  k^ 
the  great,  wonderful,  and  highly  to  be  praifed  patience  of  the 
people  under  all  their  fufferings.     But  I  hope  the  Minifter 

*will  not  conftrue  literally  the  old  proverb,  that  <*  Silence 
gives  confent."  It  does  not  always,  and  in  this  cafe,  I  fear 
he  has  indidled  fo  deep  a  wound  in  their  feelings,  that  they 
only  brood  over  their  wrctcliednefs  in  defpair  ;  and  the  minds 

•of  men  are  much  changed,  they  begin  to  difcover  that  his 
Majefty's  Mini  iters  .are  not  above  the  common  level  of  men  ; 
they  cannot  but  fee  the  weakneCs  and  incapacity  of  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  Miniftcrs,  and  as  they  muft  fee  that  they  cannot  carry 
on  the  war  with  cfFedl,  or  enter  into  negoctations  of  peace 
with  honour,  they  will  foon  cry  aloud  for  other  councils. 
Sir  I  cannot  but  sepeat  the  praife^worthy  patience  of  the 
people;  and  as  a  rcprefcotative  in  Parliament,  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  Britilh  nation,  in  the  name  of  the  people  pf 
England,  I  take  the  liberty  of  alking  the  Chancellor. of  the 
Exchequer  (which  I  hope  he  will  excufc;  not  in  any  lan- 
guage of  my  own,  for   i   have  not  words  ftrong  enough  at 

•  command  ;  but  in  the  phrafe  of  Cicero — **  ^oujque  tandem 
ahutere^  patientia  nojira  quern  aJfinem  effreriata  feje  jatlahet  au*- 
dacia  r 

The  next  objecllon,  a  very  ftrong  one  too,  is,. that  hi« 
Majefty's  Minifters  have  gloried  in  the  failure  of  a  nego- 

•  ciation.  Perhaps  they  will  fay,  that  they  have  fmce  treated — - 
a  word  or  two  on  that  fubjert  prcfently.  Another  mod  ira-^ 
portant  zSk  oi  their  obftinate  incapacity,  is,  their  having  in  a 
moft  indifcrcet  and  intemperate  manner  refufed  to  treat  with 
the  firft  Conful  of  France,  in   what  they  call  *'  a  wife  and 

•  dignified  anfwer,"  but  which  every  perfon  alfo  thinks  **  un- 
wi(e  and  undignified." — Again,  perhaps,  they  will  fay,  that 
they  have  lately  treated.  On  that  conejpondencey  as  far  as  Egypt 

•  was  mentioned,  (which  it  was  in  every  page  almoft)  I  have 
already  made  one  motion  this  fcilion,  and  ihall  very  foon,  in 
thccourfe  of  my  fpeech,  refer  again  to  it.  The  fa6l  is,  that 
by  having  once  fo  peremptorily  refufed  to  treat,  they  have  let 
flip  a  glorious  opportunity  of  making,  perhaps,  an  advan- 
tageous and  honourable  peace,  which  may  never  again  occur, 

•  at  lea  ft  in  fo  favourable  a  ihape.*    The    fact  appears  to  be, 
'  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters    fcem  afraid  of  peace,  for  ihey 

full  well  know  a  day  of  reckoning  for  their  great  mifcon- 
dud  mtift  then  arrive:  they  refufc  oilicial  tetters,  they  refufe 

N   n   2  en- 
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enquiries  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  they  rcfufe  to  produce 
papers  of  any  fort  almoft,  but  as  I  faidjuft  now,  men's 
minds  are  changed,  and  the  nation  will  foon  call  for  an  es^- 
planation  with  one  accord. 

From  the  circumftance  of  other  material  budnefs  having 
occurred,  (a  debate  on  a  bill  to  remedy  the  prevailing  fcarcity 
early  that  evening)  1  hope  gentlemen  will  not  think  the  hour 
too  late  for  me  to  enter  (which  I  niuft  do)  rather  largely  into 
a  wide  field  of  politics,  and  into  an  examination  of  all  our 
treaties,  when  they  were  made,  and  when  they  were  broken, 
(I  have  all  their  dates  here  before  me,  from  a  Qiinute  and 
elaborate  invcftigaiion)  and  alfo  of  all  our  expeditions,  an5 
our  prefcni  fituation  as  relatively  connected  with  the  other 
ilates  of  Europe. 

The  firft  treaty  I  (hall  fpcak  of  tjiis  day,  is  the  one  of  his 
Britannic  Majedy  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  figned  at 
London,  March  the  25thy  1793»  ^^^  another  the  loth  of 
February,  1795. 

On  the  late  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  I  fhall  only  obferve  that  I 
regret  her  death,  inafmuch  as  that  1  conceive  in  this  acra  of 
the  world,  her  firm  and  refolute  councils  might  have  con- 
tributed to  the  welfare  of  the  world,  whereas  the  ilrangc, 
defultory  moody  madnefs  of  Paul  I.  (of  whom  I  ihall  fpeak 
more  at  large  hereafter)  feems  only  to  tend  towards  increaflng 
the  fufFerings  of  Europe. 

The  fecond  treaty  I  come  to,  is  J^etween  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hcflfe  Caflell,  figned  at  Caflcll, 
the  loth  of  April,  1793  i  a  fecond  convention,  figned  the 
23d  of  Auguft  1793.  Peace  concluded  between  France  and 
the  Landgrave  at  Bafle,  Auguft  the  28th,  1795. 

The  third  is  a  treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  figned  at  London  the  25th  of  April, 
1793.  A  fufpenfion  of  arms  with  France,  between  Bona- 
parte and  La  Tour,  the  26th  of  April,  1796,  and  peace 
figned  at  Paris  the  15th  of  May,  1796.  Then  followed  an 
alliance,  the  24th  of  October,   1797- 

The  fourth  treaty  Vvhich  occurs  is  the  one  with  Spain, 
finned  ihc  25th  of  May,  I793  ;  broke  (as  I  agree  with  the 
Minidcr,  and  will  borrow  his  own  phrafe  on  the  occafion) 
with  *^  JbameU/s  atrocity  "  and  peace  figned  with  France  on 
the  22d  of  July,  1795.  I  alfo  agree  with  ihe  Minifter,  that 
(as  he  obfervcd  lately)  her  crime  carried  with  it  its  puni(h- 
ment,  and  her  fleet  captured  by  her  ally  (France)  proclaims 
her  difgrace  to  the  whole  world.     Moreover,  after  the  con- 

clufton 
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cUifion  of  the  peace,  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  (igned  by  Pe- 
rignon  and  th^Prince  of  Peace  the  19th  of  Auggft,  1795. 

The  fifth  is  a  treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majefly  and 
his  Sicilian  Majefty,  figned  at  Naples  the  12th  of  July, 
1793.  An  armiflice  Hgned  by  Championet,  at  Capua,  the 
joih  of  January,  1796.  'Another  at  Brefcia,  by  Bonaparte, 
June  the  5tR,  1796;  and  peace  figned  at  Paris  by  De  Ik 
Croix  the  lOth  of  Odober,  1796. 

The  fixth  is  a  convention  between  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  figned  at  the  camp  before  May- 
ence,  July  14,  1793;  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  was 
figned  April  5,  1795.  This  I  conceive  and  have  faid  to  be 
a  mafter- piece  of  political  enormity  and  wickednefs;*  but 
having  denounced  it  before  on  the  8th  of  May  laO,  fhall  ob- 
fcrve  no  further  thereon.  Great  ftrefs,  I  muft  obferve,  feems 
to  have  been  placed  on  this  peace,  as  Rawbcli  fpoke  particu- 
larly on  the  occaflon,  and  it  was  printed  and  fent  to  all  parjts 
of  the  republic,  and  depofited  in  the  archives  thereof.  The 
line  of  demarcation  was  fettled  by  another  treaty,  and  has 
been  fince  mod  narrowly  andcautiouOy  guarded  by  the  King 
of  Pruflia.  The  fevenih  convention  which  occurs,  is  between 
his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  figned 
at  London  the  30th  of  Augult,  1793.  Another  figned  at 
Vienna  the  5th  of  May,  1795.  Another  the  20th  of  May, 
1795.  The  preliminaries  of  Leoben  are  confirmed  by  the 
fatal  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  the  I7lh  of  OSober,  1797  ; 
and  fccret  articles  by  Bonaparte.  So  much  for  the  Empe- 
ror of  Germany  and  his  Convention  for  the  prefcnt ! 

The  eighth  in  the  arrangement  I  have  drawn  out,  is  be- 
tween his  Britannic  Majeily  and  the  Margrave  of  Baden, 
figned  at  Carlfruhc  the  21ft  of  September,  1793.  An  ar- 
miilicc  took  place  with  France  the  25th  of  July,  1796  ;  and 
peace  was  figned  at  Paris  the  8th  of  Auguft/  1796  ;  fecret 

.  articles  thereto  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1796. 

The  ninth  is  the  Convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty and  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  figned  the  26th  of  Sept  em. 
ber,  1793  ;  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  (for  expedition 
fake)  with  Prance,  at  the  National  Palace,  the  loth  of  Au- 
guft,   1796.     This  however  was  very  fuon  indeed  declared 

'  void,  and  (he  is  now  dragged  on  in  this  crumbling  confe- 
deracy. 

♦  Vide  fiibftancc  of  the  fpcech  of  T,  Jongs,  Efq.  publifhed  by 
Dcbrttt,  page  16, 

The 
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The  tenth  is  with  Heffe  Darmftadt,  figncd  at  London 
the  5th  of  OiSobcr,  1793  ;  a  fecond  at  Franctort  the  oih  of 
June,  1796.  Ii  is  almoft  impoffible  to  reafon  on  the  fluc- 
tuating politics  of  thofe  petty  German  Princes. 

The  eleventh  is  a  convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jcfty,  the  Xing  of  Priiffia,  and  ihe  State^  General  of  Holland, 
figned  at  the  Hague  April  19th,  1794.  One  alfo  then 
figiied  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

In  May,  1795,  (a  revolution  having  taken  place  in  Jan. 
1795)  Citizen  Haltz,  as  p^efident  of  the  afFembly  of  the  re- 
prelentatives  of  the  people  oJ  Holland,  makes  a  fpeech  pre- 
facing the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  with  France. 

The  i2ih  is  a  treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  figncd 
at  Brunfwick  8th  of  November,  1794. 

On  the  i6ih  of  March,  1800,  occurs  the  13th,  iiamely,  a 
a  treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Ele6lor  of 
Bavaria. 

Now  laft,  but  not  leaft,  comes  forward  the  mighty  Paul 
the  Frrft.  On  the  loth  of  February,  1797,  a  treaty  of  na- 
vigation and  commerce  was  figned  at  Peterfburg  ,  in  1798 
another  provifional  treaty  was  figned  at  Peterfturg,  endea- 
vouring to  animate  the  King  of  Pruflia  to  re-enter  fnto  the 
conteft,  in  vaiA.  This  not  fuceeeding,  another  convention 
is  figned  at  Peterfburg  June  the  loth,  1799.  Now  fatally 
comes  out  the  mighty  Emperor's  objeQ — his  gigantic  ambi- 
tion. And  here  i  muft  beg  leave  io  a(k  minilkrs  how  they 
could  all  alonj^  be  fo  bh'nd  to  the  condu^^l  and  views  of  fo 
powerful  an  Emperor?  How  can  they  think  that  the  Ruffian 
marine,  fupported  and  inftnided  in  the  Englilh  fciiool,  will 
not  hereafter  try  to  nn*n  its  miftrefs  ?  How  could  they  think 
it  polfible  that  a  Sovereign  poffeffcd  of  thirty  millions  of  fub- 
jcds,  immcnfe  foreft?,  fertile  mines  of  every  kind,  in  a  word, 
every  thing  neccffary  for  tripling,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  his 
marine,  already  very  formidable  in  the  Baltic,  and  abfolute 
miflrefs)  of  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Cafpian,  will  limit  his  am- 
bition to  the  bare  poflellion  of  a  few  ports  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, without  deriving  advantage  from  them,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  commerce  of  England,  and  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  the  two  Indies,  where,  as  ye^,  of  all  the  maritime 
powers,  he  has  gained  no  footing  ?  How  can  they  think  that 
a  prince  like  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  will  always  prefer  their 
fubfidy  to  the  fource  from  which  they  derive  tlicir  riches? 
Added  to  this,  I  dated  laft  June,  in  my  place,  the  probability 
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of  his  being'at  the  head  of  the  armed  northern  neutrality, 
^nd  attempting  alio  the  difmembermcnt  of  the  weak,  ineifi-* 
cient  and  crumbling  government  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of 
which  I  fhall  (peak  more  at  large  hereafter. 

Furthermore,  1  have-  heard  that  he  is  in  the  aft  of  fending 
feveral  iranJports  with  naval  ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Breft 
fleet.*  Then  I  fay»  Sir,  with  thefe  wretched  alliances,  thefe 
(I  mud  call  them)  fwindling  defedlions,  and  with  a  northern 
armed  neutrality  and  a  recent  unfettled  difpute  with  Den- 
mark, the  minider  of  England  calls  England  **  the  rallying 
point  of  the  confederacy."  The  minifter  fays  right ;  (he  is 
the  rallying  point  of  the  confeder.icy ;  but  it  is  the  rallying 
point  of  the  confederacy  not  /or,  but  di redely  ag.uinft  h^r, 
Ruflia,  Pruflia,  Denmark  and  Sweden,  waiting  only  for  a 
good  opportunity  to  declare  againlt  her.  Will  any  minider 
— can  any  minilter  fay  one  word  agitnft  this  ftatement  ? 

The  next  point  I  come  to  is  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  Great 
jt  has  been,  no  doubt,  by  fe4 — and  if  this  war  mufrgo  on,  I 
now  give  formal  notice  that  I  fhall  make  a  motion  relative 
to  a  naval  war.  But,  Sir,  the  moment  the  words  '*  Juccejsful 
war*  efcaped  the  lips  »>f  the  war  minillf-r  (Mr.  Dundas)  on  the 
firft  night  of  the  ieflii)n,  I  caught  ihcm,*  not  i^iiending  to 
trouble  the  Houfc  on  ib'4t  night,  and  challenged  the  right  ho- 
nourable  Gentleman  to  difpute  that  affertion  of  his,  day  after 
day,  and  h«jur  alter  hour.  I  faid  thefe  words  efcaped\\\vci  ; 
but  wli.  n  I  rccolIeiS  h<>w  (trenuoufly  he  then,  and  has  fmcc, 
fupported  the  p<iii(ion,  I  muft  of  courfe  think  he  meant  fuch 
to  be  the  fad 

I  (ball  begin  with  Mhe  retreat  from  Dunkirk. — Does  the 
right  lion.  Gentleman  call  the  retreat  froui  Dunkirk  a  fuc- 
cefs of  the  Avar  ?  As  to  the  expedition  to  Oilend,  certainly, 
as  far  as  the  accompliflimcnt  of  the  object  went,  it  was  nobly 
done,  and  to  the  great  credit  of  officers  and  men  employed  ; 
but  the  fact  is  notwithfianding,  that  1500  or  lOoo  Englifbmen 
were  taken  prifnners.  Now  comes  a  tale  of  woe  indeed^— 
but  I  will  not  dwell  on  it,  a^  I  fee  a  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
(the  Secretary  at  War)  in  his  place  oppofite.  And  furcly 
when  the  word  ^iberun  is  mentioned,  every  perfon  muft  re- 
pollecl  that  fatul  expedition,  and  I  Ihould  think  the  bloody 
ghofts  of  the  venerable  Bifhop  of  Dol  and  the  gallant  Som« 
breuil,  muft  haunt  the  inmoft  receffes  of  the  War  Office !  Now 
comes  2i  fuccefs y  indeed  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be  fuch  according 
\o  ;hc  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State's  rcafoning  on  the  fuccelfes 
T  Vide  Dtbrctfs  State  Piper  as  to  all  ihtfe  treaties. 
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of  the  war,  I  mean,  Sir,  the  (^Ltnous human  nafure  cxpcdixum  to 
Holland  !  Was  there  a  triumphal  entry  into  Ainflcrdam  r  Was 
there  not  a  difgraceful  ranfom  of  the  EnglKh  troops,  and  a 
moft  inglorious  return  ?  Nay,  furthermore,  did  not  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  refufcan  encjuiry  into  the  bufmefs  moft  pe- 
remptorily ? 

The  next  ruccefs  is  the  evacuation  of  Corfica.  Nothing, 
Sir,  but  a  firing  of  fuccefles  and  evacuations  now  to  come  ! 
Upon  this,  Corlica,  once  called,  and  properly  fo,  by  an  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Sheridan)  a  barren  bauble ^  I  will  fay  a  few 
words.  It  is  fingular,  but  this  place  is  the  birth-place  of  the 
creat  Bonaparte,  who  now  foils  (and  there  he  has  no  great 
merit  j  the  confined  plans  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ;  but  had 
we  kept  that  ifland,  perhaps  the  firft  Conful  of  France  might 
have  been  a  plain,  honeft,  ufeful  fubjcft  of  Great  Britain  ; 
though  I  contefs,  I  have  my  doubts  whether  fo  great  and  tranf- 
cendcnt  a  genius  as  he  polTefles  could  ever  have  been  re- 
ilrained  within  the  narrow,  limited,  but  happy  confines  of  a 
limited  monarchy.  He  now  guides  the  politics  of  Europe, 
and  in  its  convulfed  and  agitated  a  ftate,  •*  he  rides  in  the 
whirlwind,  and  direcis  the  ftorm."  He  does  more,  he  has 
organifed  and  tranquillized  France  (and  here  I  refer  to  his 
cxpofition*  of  the  fituation  of  France  laid  before  the  legif- 
lative  body  on  the  ift  Frimaire  (22d  of  Nov.)  by  the  coun- 
fellors  of  the  ftate,  Regnier,  Gouvion,  St.  Cyr,  and  Najac, 
orators  of  the  government,  and  he  is  now  approximating  to 
his  views  many  of  the  nations  of  the  earth — 

**  Imperium  oceano^  famrjn^fuper  aftra  levgbit,'* 
It  may  be  faid,  perhaps,  that  I  go  out  of  the  way'to  pay  a 
compliment  of  panegyric  to  Bonaparte;  but  the^  triith  is, 
that  there  is  no  mentioning  his  name  (though  an  enemy) 
without  acknowledging  his  great  powers  of  mind. 

The  next  glorious/wrrr/i.  Sir,  is  the  evacuation  of  St.  Do- 

jningo the  grave  of  ihoufands  of  Englifhmen,  and  the  depot 

of  milHons  of  Britift  g'.iineas.  Nuw  rtlinquiflied  to  a  black 
general  -ToulTaint  TOuverture)  at  whofe  very  name  (I 
know  it)  Jamaica  trembles. 

More  fuccciFcs  ftill !  Now,  Sir,  we  come  to  the  glorious 
ones  of  the  laft  fummer's  campaign,   and  what  are  they  ?  A 
feint  at  Belleiile!— A  feint  at  Fcrrol !— Acrufade  againft  the 
ptftilcnce  of  Cadiz!  Here,  Sir,  are  triumphs  indeed! 
**  Hi  noftri  reditus^  expe£tatique  tnumphi.'^ 
•  VidtMornln£  PoA,  Saturday,  Nw.  ag,  iSoo. 
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In  faft.  Sir,  the  whole  income  tax  is  gone  in  the  lad  fum-, 
nier's  fruitlefs  expeditions,  in  what  I  once  called  "  A  voyage 
of  difcovery,"  but  which  on  reflcdion  is  liitle  more  than  a 
common  fummer's  •*  Trip  to  Margate." 

Now,  Sir,  comes  a  fiibject  on  whFch  I  have  fo  often  and 
fo  lately  received  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  but  I  (hall 
be  very  brief  thereon  this  night,  though  it  is  not  poQible 
wholly  to  pafs  it  over  in  filencc — I  mean  the  '*  evacuation  of 
Egypt." — Suffice  it  at  prefent  juft  to  ftate  that  the  blunder- 
ing incapacity  of  his  Majefty's  Mintfters  in  that  affair,  had 
raifcd  a  new  fource  of  war,  and  of  French  power  and  am- 
bition ;  and  I  muft  refer  the  Houfe  here  to  Lord  Keith's 
letter;  (here  the  hon.  Member  read  the  letter)  ;^andalfoImuft 
a(k  the  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Dundas)  where  is 
the  fecond  treaty,  which  he  faiJ,  on  the  23d  of  July  laft,  was 
probably  then  figned  ?  Is  it  to  he  found  in  the  expedition  re- 
ported to  have  failed  under  Sir  Ralph  Abcrcromby,  amounting 
1025,000  men  ?  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  following  words  of  Bo- 
naparte's cxpofition  of  France  : — '*  Thf  genius  of  France  has 
favedthe  army  of  the  Eaji  from  the  execution  of  a  convention  which 
W9uld  have  put  it  in  the  chains  of  England  ^^*  Let  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  aflc  the  Direflors  of  India,  what  they  think  of  the 
bufinefs  of  Egypt. 

To  (hew  the  great  importance  the  Firft  Conful  puts  on 
this  event,  and  to  (hew  the  original  ideas  of  France,  and 
their  views  on  India,  I  could  refer  gentlemen'  to  Monge's 
fpeech,  wherein  he  calls  us  the  tyrants  of  India,  Ofi.  the 
3  til,  1797  ;t  then  to  the  proclamation  of  Mallartie  ;^  thea 
to  the  treaty  with  Tippoo  the  latter  end  of  1797  ;  |1  and, 
laftly,  to  the  correfpondencc  between  Tippoo  and  Bona- 
parte, July  1798. § 

Then  after  all,  perhaps,  I  fliall  be  told  that  every  thing  is 
fafe — Tippoo  Saib  is  no  more — But,  Sir,  fome  avenging 
prince  may  rife  hereafter  from  his  alhes.  In  (hort,  Sir,  by 
the  injudicious  condud  of  Minifters,  and  by  the  letter  of 
Lord  Keith — (imputing  never  any  blame  to  him)  God 
knows  when  there  will  be  *•  peace  on  earth,  or  good  will 
amongd  men." 


•&• 


*  For  which,  fee  Dvbreit's  State  Papcr«,  .Vol.  9,  page  326. 
f  Ditto,  Vol.  7,  page  31. 
•         j   Ditto,  Vol.  8,  p.  77. 
^   Ditto,   Ditto,  p.  23. 
\  IJiito,  V<)J.  9,    p.  5. 

Vol.  IV.  1800.  Oo  -  But 
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But)  Sir,  I  had  almod  forgotten,  among  our  numerous 
defeats  and  misfortunes,  one  real  conquest  arifing  from 
this  war — I  m^an,  Sir,  the  conqueft  bf  Ireland — His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  call  it  an  union — I  call  it  a  conqueft,  ac- 
compli (hcd  by  the  toweft  means,  by  peerages  and  baronetages^ 
by  bribes  and  corruptions,  by  bargain  and  faie  of  liberties,  and 
eonjciencesy  and  boroughs,  by  famine  and  mafj'acre,  and  torturje 
^ndfirt\  znifworJ. 

My  language  may  be  (Irong,  but  the  fubjeS  is  moft  fe- 
rious,  and  requires  it  fully.  Would  to  God  I  could  harrow 
up  flronger  expreffioris !  I  cannot  think,  but  with  horror, 
how  foon  this  Britilh  Parliament  is  to  dic---l  think  I  fee  her 
now  expiring  in  the  keeneft  agony. 

Ma  k  the  ytar,  and  mark  the  night, 
Wnen  Thames  \\\'\\\  ic-echo  with  atfiight ;  " 
The  fhr.tks  ol  death,  tht<>'  Stephen  s  roof, 
Shritks  of  an  agonizing  Parlianitnt  I  ♦ 

This  is  the  only  conqueft:  his  Majefty*s  Minifters  have  to 
boaft'of,  and  they  do  boaft  of  it ;  but  I  fee  in  it  the  abfolutc 
and  utter  extinflion  and  complete  annihilation  of  the  liberties 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  conftituiion  both  of  England  and 
Ireland  :  their  final  doom  will  be  ratified  and  fixed  on  the  day 
of  the  commencement  of  the  Imperial  Parliament — God  help 
the  country ! 

After  eight  years  of  incfFcflual  and  expcnfive  war,  fuch  is 
the  melancholy  ftate  of  this  country,  brought  on,  I  may  fay, 
by  the  wretched  incapacity  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  Auf- 
tria,  our  only  ally,  (excepi  Portugal,  which  we  keep  in  tow 
as  it  were,)  perhaps  at  this  moment  treating  for  peace,  and 
ranfoming  its  proud  capital  wiih  Briii(h  guineas;  RufTia, 
Pruftia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  arming  againft  us;  Ruftia 
concerting  with  France  to  fet  afide  our  right  to  fearch  neutral 
veftcls,  and  to  difpute  our  fovereignty  of  the  feas  ;  to  neither 
of  which  points  am  I  prepared  to  give  my  confent,  nor  am  I 
at  all  difpofed  to  grant  the  pretenfions  entertained  againft  us 
by  any  means ;  nor  do  1  know  any  circumftance  under  which 
I  can  ever  give  up  the  bafis  of  our  naval  glory. 

1  beg  to  (late,  that  when  1  hinted  the  probability  of  an  al- 
liance between  the  Emperor  Paul  and  the  Firft  Conful  of 
Francc,t  (on  the  8th  of  May  laft,)  fcorn  was  the  only  anfwer 

•  Vide  Gjay\s  Baro,  a  Puvluric  Oiic. 

-f*  Vidt,  iubllancc  u^  Mr.  Jones's  bpcecb,  page  27,  published  by  Dc- 
1»rett. 
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given  to  the  obfervaiion  ;  but,  now.  Sir,  the  fa£l  turns  out 
to  be  very  nearly,  if  not  pofiiivcly  fo  ;  and  I  muft  refer  the 
Houfe  on  this  occiflon  to  the  paper  called  the  Expofition  of 
the  Situation  of  France,  as  far  as  relates  to  Ru(Ga  and  Eng- 
land and  Anftria  ;  a  paper  which  I  fear  cannot  be  refuted  by 
the  Miniders,  and  which  is  of  the  moil  momentous  import 
indeed  to  England  in  its  probable  confequences. 

All  nations  luho  underjlnnd  their  rights  will  rally  round  thefe 
principles.  The  North  will  free  it f elf  from  the  tyranny  which 
yjei^hs  upon  its  commerce  and  the  feu  \  \  it  will  feel  that  our  in^ 
terejls  are  the  inter ejis  of  man'and.  RuJJia  particularly  will  re^ 
member  its  dignity  and  the  old  relations  which  united  it  with 
France  \  it  knows  that  Fr  tnce  is  a  necefjary  cfjunterpoife  in  the 

'  7naritime  balance  of  the  world.  Auflria  will  ceafe  tofacrifice  the 
repofe  and  inter  eft  of  the  Continent  to  the  ambition  of  the  dcfpots 
of  thefeas.^  Tetj  id  the  prefent  uncertainty^  prudence  prefcribcs 
to  France  not  to  permit  herfelf  to  be  amufed  by  an  empty  Jh:w  of 
negociation.  She  zvill  fupport  her  propofitions  by  the  fone  of 
her  arms.  "The  conduit  of  the  Government  has  Jhnvn^  that  it 
has  not  carried  to  too  great  a  heigh  ■  the  pretenjions  of  the  Repnb- 
lie  \  nor  facrificed  to  the  mudncfs  of  am'iition  the  intcrcjts  of 
humanity.  The  crimes  of  the  war  will  all  fall  upon  thfe  who 
are  the  real  authors  of  them  ;  ttp'in  thyfe  (rovcniments  zvhich  arc 
fo  wcfik  arid  fo  blinded  as  to  become  fulfcrvient  to  the  mercantile 
difigns  of  (I  Jingle  nation,  and  to  fell  to  its  gold  and  its  intrigues 
the  bloQu  and  the  indujlry  of  the  nations  zvho  obey  them^  and  the 
freedom  of  the  feas,  which  is  the  property  of  the  whole  human 
race. 

Furthermore,  there  fecms  a  ftrong  difpofirion  on  the  part 
of  this  Emperor  Paul  (by  fending  Ins  fleet  to  Con(iantinople) 
to  attempt  fomething  againll  our  good  ally,  and  to  plan  the 
difmembermcni  of  the  weak  and  inefficient  Ottoman  Go- 
vernment, which  I  at  the  fame  period  (the  81  h  of  May) 
furetoid.  Prtidia  man  hing  troops  irjto  and  fcizing  Cuxhaven 
and  Hamburgh — Denmark  and  Sweden  ready  to  aft  with 
them.  Amidft  all  thefe  misfortunes,  occafioncd  {I  muft  be 
cxcofed  for  fjyiug)  by  the  weak  and  miferable  councils  of 
his  Majefty*sMinillcrs,  famine  rages  in  the  land,  and  foreiga 
portii  are  !hur  againil  us,  and  foreign  powers  rtfufe  us  corn. 
All  the  powers  of  Europe  are  ftarving  us  into  fubmiflion  ; 
as  we  threatened,  aided  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  ftarve 
France  into  fubmilfion  in  1793.     And  the  war,  which  was 

.  begun  in  ihe  caufe  of  morality  and  religion — (which  I  fup- 
purttd,  and  if  it  Ibould  unfortunately  reiapfc  into  that  (late 

O  o  2  I  will 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


454  WOOIiFALL'S  PARLlAMENrARV  RETORTS.  [Commowi, 

I  will  again) — a  war  of  the  plain  qucflion,  whether  or  not 
England  (hall  continue  her  right,  and  fearch  neutral  vefTels. 
I  further  add,  Sir,  that  religic^n  Teems  returning  inio  France; 
and,  if  I  underftood  the  becrcfary  at  War  rigluly,  on  my  a(k- 
ing  the  queftion  as  to  the  return  of  many  of  the  emigrant 
clergy,  he  replied,  that  mnny  had  returned.  And,  more- 
over, we  know,  that  a  corr<  fporrdcnce  on  the  fubjeft  of  re- 
eflablilhing  the  religion  of  France,  has  taken  place  between 
the  Pope  and  the  Firll  Conful. 

Minifters  fay,  **  Don't  diivc  us  to  peace."  That  is  not 
the  obje£l  I  ftanJ  up  here  for  this  night.  But  Minifters  alfo 
fay,  when  a  letter^  ^Lcrd  Keith's)  is  afked  for,  why  aft  for 
this  old  Icttei  r  The  fubjcc^^  is  nc^thing  new — it*s  worn  out. 
When  a  motion  is  matic  (vide  1  ic.rnfy't.)  for  a  conunittcctq 
enquire  into  thcftate  of  the  nation,  they  fay,  what  has  a  long 
hiftory  of  the  war  in  1761,  or  the  finances,  or  the  ftate  of 
the  country,  to  do  with  the  profent  ftate  of  affairs?  When  an 
honourable  Frier.d  ot  mine  (Mr.  Robfon)  is  rifing  to  reply  on 
a  fubjedt  of  reducing  the  confumplion  of  oats  by  the  cavalry, 
tkiy  count  the  Houje — (vide  Journnls.)  When  a  motion  for  a 
fcparate  peace  is  made  (vide  Mr.  Shcridnn's  moiion)  that 
cannot  be  lillened  to;  the  true  plan  fiiould  be,  to  move  a^t 
once  for  a  difinifTal  of  his  Maj^^^W'j^  Minifters— ^that's  my  in- 
tention, Sir,  this  niglit  ;  and  I  take  them  only  at  their  word. 
Let  there  be  a  change  in  his  Majefly'j,  councils,  and  we  may 
drive  the  enemy  to  peace. 

As  it  appears  that  this  terrible  war  cannot  be  fettled  by  ar- 
gument, I  do  not  wilh  to  recommend,  God  knows,  any  thing 
that  has  the  leaft  tendency  to  a  ludicrous  propofition,  but  \ 
cannot  forget  having  read  how  a  long  and  tedious  war  wais 
Dncc  fettled  between  the  Romans  and  Albans — Tullus  and 
Mettus  Tuffctius  were  to  have  frilled  it  by  a  fmgle  combat; 
one  declined,  however.  Now,  Sir,  as  it  does  appear,  \\^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Bonaparte  aie  the  chief 
obilaclcs  to  peace,  they  might  as  well  decide  this  war  thus ; 
but  as  one  of  them  might  decline,  then  I  ftjotild  recommend 
a  tribe  of  Malta  and  a  tribe  of  Lodi  (new  Peers  and  new- 
made  Barouets  are  hardly  of  fufficicnt  importance)  to  imiiaiQ 
the  Horatii  and  Curatii,  and  finifh  thi^  wurk  of  blood ! 

But,  Sir,  finally,  let  us  confidcr  our  unfortunate  and  drf- 
perute  fituution,  and  apply  the  true  and  only  renjtcly  -  Dif- 
mifs  his  M^^jcfty's  Minillcrs — they  ride  on  the  popularity  of 
our  good    King;     they   ride  ou   it,  and  itijurc   it    by  their 

•  YiJc  Mr.  JoDCi'$  Motion,  Njy.  39,  iSco. 

■  '  couucils 
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councils  to  promote  the  common  carnage  of  the  world- 
there  th^y  fit  (not  a  tribe  of  Lodi,  but  a  tribe  of  Molochs) 
befmeared  with  human  blood  and  human  facrifice,  they  have 
deluged  the  world  with  blood,  and  brutalized  mankind.  Un- 
der their  further  guidance^fo  help  me  God  !  I  fear  Turkey 
itftlf  will  become  a  perfeft  paradife  to  Old  England — they 
will  make  an  *•  Heaven  an  hell."  May  God  avert  a  fa- 
mine !  May  God  avert  a  revolution  !  Sir,  I  dread  them'both, 
without  a  change  of  councils — May  the  King  l.ve  forever! 
I  now  move, 

•'  That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majcfty, 
carneilly  iniplijring  his  Majelty,  that  taking  it  into  his  royal 
confidcration  the  fufFerings  of  his  loyal  and  affc£lionatc 
people,  he  will  begraciouily  plcafcd  no  longer  to  liftcn  to  the" 
councils  of  his  prefeni  T^iniftcrs,  whb  by  their  profiifion 
and  extravagance  have  brought  their  country  to  the  brink  of 
fjmine  and  ruin  ;  and  who,  by  their  incapacity,  liave  ihcwn 
thcmfcives  unequal  to  conduct  the  war  with  efFcft,  or  enter 
into  negociations  of  peace  with  honour.*' 

Mr.  i\ic/jclls  rofe,  and  animadverted  upon  the  wade  which 
hejcontcrided  took  place  in  the  confumption,of  provilions  by 
the  navy  and  army,  and  which  he  maintained  contributed  to 
enhance  the  piice  of  provifions.  He  contended  likewife, 
that  what  he  called  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Ex- 
f:hequer's  fo-id  fyllem  of  finance,  had  doubled  the  price  of 
every  neceflTary  of  life,  and  that  if  the  war  was  continued  for 
three  years  longer,  public  credit  and  private""  property  muft 
be  facrificed,  vvhilft  he  thought  peace  might  be 'eafily  ob- 
tained. He  (liiFered  from  his  hon.  Friend  in  his  opinion  of 
the  Union,  conceiving  inany  benefits  likely  to  refult  to  both 
cnnntrics  from  themeafure,  but  which  were  only,  he  thought, 
to  be  fee u red  by  means  of  peace. 

Mr.  R'.Lpn  faid,  when  fuch  a  queftion  as  the  prefent  waft 
before  the  Houfe,  it  was  more  than  human  nature  could  bear 
to  hear  noTJiini:  but  filence  from  theTreafury  Bench,  f Aloud 
/.'wVjj/;  J  Hj  i!k  n  adverted  to  Egypt  and  to  Ruflla,  condemning 
the  coiKi'..c:  o(  nnnifters  with  refpect  to  both  thofc  countries, 
and  ccin'cndini^  that  this  country  hud  been  really  at  war  with 
kiiffia  fmcc  the  expedition  to  Holland.  He  lainented  the  ab- 
i'cr.ct*  of  a  rl^ht  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  ab- 
fci.tcd  hlmfcit'  from  that  Houfe,  on  account  of  his  abilities. 
(A  loud  luugkj  He  faid  gentlemen  might  laugh,  but  he 
tlu>nght  it  vva5  not  a  fir  fiibjcct  for  mirth,  when  talents  were 
fo  mvich  wanted  ii^th^t  Ik'ufe.     {^inother  laugh.)     He  then 
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adverted  to  a  variety  of  topics  which  have  before  been  amply 
difciiifed,  and  concluded  by  warmly  fiipporiing  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  Friend. 
The  Houfe  then  divided. 

For  the  motion  -  13 

Againd  it  -  -        66 

Majority  againd  the  motion,  — — 53 

The  committees  of  fupply  and  ways  and  means  were  de- 
ferred.— Adjourned, 

Lift  of  the  minority  on  Mr.  T.  Jones's  motion  for  the  dif- 
miifal  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  December  4th,  i8co: 


J.  Martin. 

Hon.  —  Tufton. 

Hon  — St.  AndrewSt.John. 

Sir  Lionel  Copley. 

Lord  John  RulfclL . 

C.  Grey. 


G.  Ticrncy. 


R.  B.  Sheridan. 

—  Barclay. 

Hon.  Bouvcrie Northampton. 

J.  Preyden. 

J.  Nicholls. 

J.  Richardfon. 


Tellers,    \    R- B,  Robfon. 
'     {   T.  Jones. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   DEC.  5. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  read  a  ilage  each. 
Mr.  ^ibct  and  others  from  the  Commons,  brotjght  up  and 
prefented  the  population  bill,  which  was  read  a  firft  time. 

HIGH  PRICE  OF  PROVISIONS. 

The  Earl  of  JVarwick  rofe  and  faid,  if  the  fubje<3  he  had 
to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  concerned  himfelf  individually  only, 
he  ought  to  apologife  to  their  Lordlhips  for  having  prefuiiKd 
to  move  for  their  being  fummoned  ;  but  as  the  opiiuons  he 
entertained  referred  to  a  confideration  of  the  firft  imprrtance, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a  point  of  duty,  to  ftate  his 
fentimen^s,  confcious  as  he  was  that  they  were  not  likely  10 
be  well  received.  On  a  former  day  he  had  dropt  an  opinion 
as  to  the  belt  mode  of  affording  immediate  and  cfFcdual  relief 
to  the  poor  and  labouring  clafs  of  people  from  the  diftrefs 
tmdcr  which  they  now  laboured,  and  that  opinion  not  only 
was  reprobated,  but  received  with  an  high  degree  of  indig- 
nation. Still,  however,  he  mull  adhere  to  the  principle  on 
which  he  had  grounded  his  propofition,  and  declare,  that 
although  he  gave  the  committees  of  both  Houfes,  individually 
and  colleflively,  full  credit  for  their  zeal,  alliduiiy  and  abi- 
lity, and  bowed  with  deference  to  their  opinions,  taking  it 

fof 
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for  granted  that. they  made  them  upon  what  they  believed  to 
be  certain  data.  He  differed  in  fome  meafurefrom  the  report 
in  which  the  committee  (of  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  (late, 
that  the  deficiency  of  the  late  crop  was  under  a  fourth  of  the 
averaged  produce  of  good  crops.  On  whofe  authority  did 
the  committee  ftate  this  fail  ?  On  the  evidence  of  farmers 
and  cornfa£lors.  There  was  not  a  man  who  gave  evidence 
before  them  who  was  not  intcrcfted  in  reprefenting  the  fear- 
city  to  be  much  greater  than  it  really  was.  Therefore  he  had 
as  good  a  right  to  declare  upon  his  own  authority,  whatever 
.credit  their  L^rdfliips  might  attach  to  it,  from  the  knowledge 
he  had  himfclf  of  the  ftate  of  the  late  harveft,  and  from  the 
information  he  had  received  from  various  quarters,  that  the 
deficiency  was  very  little,  or  at  leaf^  not  near  fo  much  as  one- 
fourth.  But  fuppofmg  it  to  be  one-fourth,  would  any  man 
attempt  to  juftify  the  farmer  in  making  the  enormous  profits 
he  now  received?  according  to  the  ftriS  rule  of  juftice,  his 
profit  fhould  be  no  more  than  one-fourth  more  than  it  was 
in  times  when  bread  was  cheap,  and  therefore  the  price  of 
the  quartern  loaf  ought  now  to  be  no  more  than  ten-pence  ; 
inftcad  of  which  the  farmer  made  four  or  five  times  a  greater 
profit  than  he  did  in  times  of  plenty  ;  and  it  would  therefore 
be  his  intereft  always  to  promote  fcarcity  as  much  as  he 
could,  on  account  of  the  fuperior  advantages  which  he  muft 
derive  from  it.  No  man  could  tell  what  might  be  done  by 
thefe  people  hereafter.  At  prefent,  the  fituation  of  every 
thing  was  changed  ;  the  level  was  actually  deftroyed,  and  it 
was  abfurd  to  hear  people  fay — leave  things  to  their  own  level. 
The  object  of  the  motion  he  (hould  make  would  be  to  fix  a 
certain  price  on  the  neceflaries  of  life,  without  which  they 
could  not  be  procured  by  the  poor  of  the  country.  His 
LorcHhip  denied  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  coilimittee 
to  afcertain  with  pfecifion  what  the  deficiency  was  ;  and  as 
to  the  word  "  average,"  he  owned  he  never  could  underftand 
what  it  meant,  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  to  ftrikean  average 
from  any  number  of  years,  the  aAual  amount  of  the  produce 
of  which  could  be  afcertained  with  any  fort  of  accuracy. 
But  willing,  even  againft  his  own  convi£lion,  to  adopt  the 
ftatement  of  the  committee,  and  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  deficiency  was  fomething  lefs  that)  a  fourth,  it  muft  be 
admitted  that  it  was  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  fupply  that  de- 
ficiency by  fome  means  of  efFedual  and  immediate  relief. 
Both  the  reports  of  the  committees  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament rather  looked  forward  to  provide  for  the  future,  than 

fuggcfted 
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Tuggefted  the  moft  cffedual  means  of  adminiftering  a  remedy 
for  the  prefent.  It  was  therefore  with  a  view  to  the  prefent 
that  he  had  turned  his  attentiont  and  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  offer  a  motion  to  their  Lordfhips  which  might  not 
meet  with  that  reception  to  which  he  fincerely  thought  it 
entitled.  When  he  had  firft'  mentioned  the  idea  he  enter- 
tained, and  thought  moft  likely  to  prove  an  immediate  and 
cffedlual  relief,  he  had  been  roundly  contradicted  by  the 
higheft  authority  in  that  Houfe  ;  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  woolfack  having,  among  other  obfcrvations,  aflcrted 
that  property  muft,  at  all  events,  be  protected.  Real  pro- 
perty, he  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to  admit,  ought  4o  be 
protected  ;  and  he  trufted  thai  land,  and  fuch  fort  ofproperty, 
'  always  would  find  protection.  But  furcly  there  was  a  dif- 
tinction  to  be  made  between  different  .fpecies  of  property  ; 
and  it  might  as  well  be  faid,  that  what  was  taken  (^n  the 
highway  ought  to  be  protected,  as  that  property  which  was 
obtained  by  tricking  and  fraud.  With  refpeci  to  that  maxi^ 
mum  which  feemed  to  meet  with  the  reprobation  ,of  the  noble 
Lord,  his  ideas  on  this  fubject  were  very  different  from  that 
French  maximum  which  fome  of  their  Lordfhips  had  fo  juftly 
reprobated.  The  French  maximum  went  to  all  kinds  of  ar- 
ticles for  the  fuftcnance  of  man,  which  were  to  be  paid  fpr 
in  paper  of  no  value,  and  therefore  ftruck  at  the  very  root 
of  property.  This  fuggeftion,  on  the  contrary,  went  to 
.  fecure  the  farmer  a  fair  and  liberal  profit ;  and  at  the  fame 
lime  that  it  would  fecure  the  public  from  thofe  impofitions, 
which,  in  his  <fonfcicnce,  he  believed  to  he,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  the  fourcc  of  the  prefent  diftreffes  of  the  country.  In 
the  warmth  of  debate  he  might  have  thrown  out  fome  harfli' 
opinions  in  rtfpect  to  farmers,  but  he  begged  to  be  under- 
wood, that  he  was  the  laft  man  to  entertain  an  illiberal 
prejudice  againlt  that  clafs  of  tifeful  fubjects.  He  knew 
they  were,  generally  fpeaking,  of  great  refpectabiliiy,  and 
of  cfTential  ufe  to  the  community.  It  was  not  the  grower  of 
grain  towhom  he  objected,  but  that  mifchievous  non-defcript, 
who  was  the  middle  man,  and  fometimes  called  a  factor, 
fometinies  an  igtnt;  that  was  the  peft  of  fociety,  that 
preyed  equally  upon  the  farmer  and  thc.confunier.  There 
was  no  ftatutc,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  among  the  various  laws 
'  that  had  been  enacted,  that  recognized  fuch  a  creature  as  the  ' 
middleman  ;  and  he  need  net  refer  to  the  bench  of  learned 
bifhops,  but  every  man  in  the  habit  as  he  was  of  reading  his 
bible,  mutl  know,  that  no  fuch  being  as  a  middle  man  was 

mentioned 
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mentioned  in  facred  writ.     It  was  therefore  highly  neceflary 
to  fubject  the  middle  man  to  focne  check  or  other.     As  mat- 
ters (lood  at  prefenty  the  middle  man,  or  factor,  was  left  to 
his  own  difcretion,  without  reftraint  ;  and  he  was  not  con- 
tent with  his  commiflion  .only,  but  was  himfclf,  generally 
fpeaking,  a  dealer  in  corn,  and  a  jobber.     By  that  itieans^ 
if  he  was  in  great  bufmefs,  he  was  poiTeffed  of  an  undue  in- 
|]uence  over  t^e  market,  and  by  means  of  a  combination  of 
other  factors  of  his  own  defcription,   c  Mjld  aggravate  the 
price  of  corn  whenever  his  iniercft  prompted  him  to  dq  fo. 
His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  wifbed  the  middle  man  to  be  confined 
merely  to  his  commiflion  per  quarter,  in  which  cafe  a  very 
trifling  addition  would  be  made  to  the  price  at  which  the 
grower  of  corn  could  well  afford  to  fell  it  out  of  his  barn  and 
flacks ;  whereas  now,  the  middle  man  was  enriched,  while 
the  farmer  got  lefs  profit  than  he  ought  fairly  to  receive, 
while  the  confumcr  paid  coYiliderably  more  than  the  value  of 
the  article  w4nch  he  neceiTarily  ufed.     His  Lordihip  faid» 
that  he  was  convinced  parliameht  did  more  harm  than  good 
by  interfering  with  the  price  of  corn  and  provisions;  that  the 
certain  confequence  of  fuch  interference,  unlefs  a  ftrong  and 
effe&ual  remedy  to  alleviate  the  general  diflrefs  was  expedi-- 
tioudy  provided,  was  to  raifc  the  price,  and  to  tell  farmers 
that  tbey  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  public 
prejudice  in  iheir  favour,  and  praflifmg  upon  popular  cre-^ 
diility.     t'Ct  their  Lordthips  recolleA  what  had  been  the  ef- 
fedl  of  the  alarm  about  fcarcity  laft  year  ?  Corn  not  only 
rofe  to  an  extravagant  price,  but  the  materials  of  the  bread 
made  had  been  adulterated  in  the  groifed  manner.     For  his 
part  he  was  perfuaded,  that  he  had,  for  this  year  pa(t,  not 
been  eating  wheaten  bread,  but  a  compound  of  wheat,  peas 
and  beans,  and  all  forts  of  articles  that  could  be  converted 
into  flour,  and  yet  the  price  charged  was  the  price  of  fine 
wheaten  flour.     Such  an  impofrion  was  egregious  and  into- 
lerable, and  could  only  be  checked  by  fome  effedlual  meafure 
applied  in  the  firfl  indance ;  he  Ihould  therefore  fubmit  a 
tnot^ion  to  their  Lordfbips,  ordering  the  magiftrates,  for  a 
limited  period,  to  take  an  account  from  time  to  time  of  tho 
quantity  of  corn  grown  and  ready  for  fale  in  their  refpeilive 
counties  or  diflri£ls,  to  fix  the  price  of  ir,  and  alfo  to  fix  the 
price  of  agricultural  labour.     He  knew  that  fuch  a-  motion 
would  militate  agatnft  the  dodtrine  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  woolfack,  that  property  was  to  be  protedled, 
gnd  that  it  would  eventually  trench  upon  the  fireedom  of  the 
YoL.  IV.  1800,  P  P  fubject. 
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fubjeA.  But  it  oueht  to  be  confidered,  th^it  freedom  and  fe<« 
curity  (hould  be  inleparable,  and  that  one  v^ithout  the  other 
iwas  of  little  value.  It  would  alfo  be  faki  that  the  propofi- 
tion  was  novel,  and  therefore  objefiionable  ;  he  (hould,  if 
that  qliijed ion  were  darted,  wi(h  to  know  what  law  upon  a 
tuh'jcfk  not  before  taken  into  the  confideration  of  the  legifla- 
ttire  was  not  novel  ?  In  regard  to  its  being  a  violation  of  the 
natural  freedom  of  the  fubjc6l,  there  were  numberlefs  pre- 
cedents in  which  the  natural  freedom  of  the  fubjed  had  been 
broke  in  upon.  Hackney  coaches,  the  price  of  polling, 
monopolies  of  all  kinds,  and  various  other  obvious  inftances 
might  be  urged  in  proof  of  the  aflertion.  He  was  aware  that 
Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  Wealth  of  Nations,  had  written 
againd  the  idea  of  every  thing  like  what  he  (hould  that  night 
have  the  honour  to  move  ;  but  Dr.  Adam  Smith,'  though  an 
able  writer,  and  a  very  ingenious  man,  lived  and  wrote  in 
times  far  different  from  the  prefent,  of  the  poflSbility  of  the 
occurrence  of  which,  he  was  perfuaded,  the  DoSor  had  fo 
little  fore{ight  or  conception,  that  if  he  could  come  from 
his  grave,  he  would  be  not  a  little  a(hamed  of  hearing  his 
own  work  quoted  for  authority  applicable  to  the  policy  fit  to 
be  adopted  under  the  prefent  circumftances.  The  fcarcity, 
Vfhether  real  or  artificial,  was  feverely  felt,  and  its  opera* 
tion  muft  by  fome  means  or  other  be  counteracted.  The 
quefiion,  therefore,  was,  which  was  the  beft  ai>d  moft  effec- 
tual means  of  counteracting  it  ?  They  all  Taw  the  effect, 
and  it  became  their  duty  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy.  He 
could  from  his  own  knowledge,  if  he  could  fuffer  himfelf 
to  detain  the  Houfe  unneccflarily,  detail  a  great  number 
of  inftances  of  men  apparently  in  pofTeflion  of  a  do- 
cent  income,  who,  nevcrthelcfs,  were,  by  the  preflurc  of 
taxes,  an'd  the  extravagant  price  of  provifions,  rendered  in- 
capable of  meeting  the  expence  neceflarily  called  for  in 
order  to  fuftain  and  feed  their  families.  He  would  only  in- 
(lance  a  clergyman  who  had  an  income  of  230I.  per  annun^ 
and  who  actually,  when  the  various  taxes,  and  other  un- 
avoidable deductions  were  made,  was  not  left  enough  to  buy 
bread  for  his  houfthold.  1  he  Earl  faid  he  did  not  complain 
of  the  opinions  of  others,  whofe  information  was  derived 
from  fources  very  different  from  his.  He  had  full  demon- 
ftraiion,  that  there  was  no  other  fcarcity,  perhaps,  than  what 
had  arifen  from  factitious  means ;  and  for  this  opinion,  he 
(hould  mention  a  circumftance  which  fell  within  his  own  ob- 
feivation*     If  the  Roman,  whq  faved  the  life  of  a  cirizen» 
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wfts  entitled  to  the  diftincuon  of  a  civicf  crown,  how  much 
nori^did  the  man  defervc,  who  by  honefty  ani  difintercfted- 
ne'fs,  had  poflibly  Taved  the  lives  of  millions  of  his  fellow- 
fubjects.     Under  this  imprefliuD  it  would  be  iniuftice  if  he 
omitted  to  ftate  the  conduct  of  his  tenant,  Mr.  Jackfon, 
who,  during  the  whole  of  the  fcarctty,  fold  his  corn  at  half  of 
tht  market  price.    He  had  alfo  converfed  with  other  farmers, 
who  all  declared  that  the  prices  were  exorbitant :  that  they 
wiihed  them  to  be  lowered,  but  that  they  had  a  right  to  the 
fame  prices  as  their  neighbours  ;  and  he  was  convinced,  that 
if  all  the  farmers  of  England  were  collected  together,  and 
fpoke  their  real  opinions,  they  would  not  hefltate  to  make 
fimilar  declarations.     From  all  thefe  circumftances  it  was 
dear,  beyond  all   doubt,    that  the  fcarcity   was  artificial. 
He  had  only  to  mention,   that  within  thefe  few   months 
paft,  there  had  been,  if  he  was  informed  rightly,  no  lefs 
than  400  ccnvidibns  throughout  the  country  for  foreftal- 
ling,  regrating,   and  monopolizing.      Let  the  Houfe  ad- 
vert for  a  moment  to  what  was  the  efFed  of  this.     At  the 
time  that  a  man  of  the  name  of  Rufby  was  convided,  oats 
were  fo  high  as  fifty-two  (hillings  the  quarter  2  but  fuch  was 
the  impreflion  made  by  that  verdifl,  that  the  price  fucceflively 
fell  from  day  to  day,  till  it  came  down  fo  low  zsfeventem 
JbiUings  andjixpence.     It  had  no  doubt  rifen  {ince  ;  but  there 
was  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  rife  was  occafioned  by  the  im- 
preflion made  by  that  verdid  having  worn  off  in  a  confider- 
able  degree.     The  next  object  he  had  to  fubmit  was  one 
which  every  good  government  ought  carefully  to  attend  to— 
namely,  to  find  employment  for  thofe  who  were  willing  to 
labour;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  there  were  numbers 
now  in  a  ftarvhig  ftate,  who  would  be  willing  to  work,  if 
they  might  be  ufefully  employed  in  what  could  procure  them, 
a  tolerable  fubftftence.    There  were  numerous  wade  and 
uncultivated  lands  in  the  country,  which  the  Icgiflaturc  in 
its  wifdom  and  difcretion  might  portion  out  to  the  poor  who 
would  be  willing  to  cultivate  them.     In  offering  thefe  obfer- 
vationshedidno  more  than  fulfil  a  duty  which,  as  a  member 
of  the  leglflature,  he  could  not  omit,  without  departing  from 
thofe  principles  which  ought  to  aduate  the  breaft  of  a  fe- 
nator.     If  others  entertained  a  different  opinion,  whatever 
refped  he  might  have  for  ihem,  it  became  him  as  an  honcft 
man  to  declare  his  own.     Neither  he,   nor  any   of  their 
Lordfhips.  could  have  any  other  inducement  but  the  public 
good,  and  the  wi(h  to  alleviate  the  fufferings  under  which  the 
people  now  laboured.    The  Earl  concluded  with  moving, 

P  P  a  «*  That 
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*<  That  the  ma^iftratee  in  every  county  (hould  from  the  loth 
of  Decemberinftant,  totheiothof  June,  i Hoi,  fix  the  market 
price  of  corn,  according  to  fuch  evidence  as  ihould  be  laid 
before  them,  afTdalfci  fix  the  price  of  agriculture," 

Lord  GrenvVe  faid  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  bot 
that  the  nuble  Earl  was  actuated  by  a  confcientious  fenfe  of 
what  he  thought  his  duty,  or  he, certainly  would  not  have  come 
forward  with  a  propofition  diredlly  in  the  teeth  of  the  known 
opinion  of  the  Houfe.  He  did  not  think  it  any  great  proof 
of  his  noble  Friend's  difcretionto  bring  it- forward  again  in  the 
fhape  of  a  motion  ;  which,  if  refufed,  he  muft  know  would 
be  likely  to  do  a  confirferable  deal  of  mifchief  in  the  prefent 
diflrefled  and  agitated  ftate  of  the  country.  After  what  he  v 
had  faid  on  a  former  day,  and  knowing  as  he  did,  the  general 
fcntiraents  of  every  perfon  in  and  out  of  that  Houfe,  with 
whom  he  had  any  communication  on  the  fubjed  of  a  maxi- 
mum, he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  more  argu- 
ments upon  it.  Every  man  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  coun- 
cils had  turned  the  fubject  in  his  mind  long  before  the  meet- 
ing^of  Parliament,  and  the  refult  of  their  deliberations  wa$i 
that  if  a  maximum  (hould  ever  be  adopted,  it  would  have  the 
cfTcft  of  indantly  plunging  the  people  into  all  the  miferies  of 
famine ;  inftcad  of  ferving  as  an  alleviation  of  their  prefent 
wants;  it  would  tenfold  aggravate  the  diftrefles  they  laboured 
Uride^  There  was  not  ah  effcQual  meafure  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  Government  to  adopt,  that  ihoidd  not  be  adopt- 
ed towards  relieving  the  wants  of  the  people.  As  the  fubje£fc 
of  the  motion  had  been  two  (everal  times  difcufled,  and  re- 
ceived a  dec!  five  negative;  and  sis  he  had  him felf  fully  ar-- 
gued  it  on  one  of  thofe  occarions,  he  would  not  trefpafs  upon 
their  I^rdfiiips'  time,  by  going  into  any  detail  of  reafoniog; 
to  prove  that  the  propofed  remedy  would  be  attended  with  the 
word  poflible  confeqtiences,  and  change  temporary  fcarcity 
into  adual  famine.  The  prefent  diftrefs,  which  it  h^d  pleafed 
Providence  to  infliS  upon  us,  every  man  felt,  and  mnA  be 
anxious  to  alleviate  the  fuiferings  in  whicb  it  involved  the 
poorer  clalTes  of  the  people4J>ut,  in  the  attempt,  care  mud  be 
taken  not  to  adopt  a  remedy  worfe  than  the  difcafe.  ,Wiih 
regard  to  the  celebrated  work  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  to  which 
liis  noble  Friend  bad  adverted,  fo  far  from  its  being  inappii. 
cable  to  the  prefent  circumftances,  it  did  happen  that  the 
work  was  written  immediately  after  two  years  of  fcarcity, 
equal  to  what  at  prefent  prevailed^  and  therefore. the  argu- 
ments of  that  celebrated  writer  did  immediately  apply  to  the 
prefent  diftccfsof  the  publicj  and  they  all  tendi^  to  prove  the 
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extreme  danger  that  any  thing  like  a  maximum  would  lead  to. 
Ac  that  time  men  had  indulged  themfelves  in  raifrng  and 
joining  a  groundlefs  clamour  againft  regraters,  monopolifts, 
and  forcftallers,  and  the  idea  i)f  a  maximum  was  idly  enter* 
tained/  though  nothing  could  be  more  certain  than  th^t  fuch 
an  idea  might.gratify  for  the  moment  a  fpeculative  mind,  yet 
no  man  of  experience  and  praftice  would  follow  fuch  a 
phantom — He  Ihould  therefore  fay  no  more  in  refpec^  to  the 
motion,  than  that  he  gave  it  his  decided  negative,  as  the  mere 
.  agitation  of  fuch  a  fubject  did  infinite  mi fchief. 

•The  Earl  of  IVarwick^  in  reply,  faid,  that  ahhough  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State  thought  proper  to  oppofe  the  mo- 
tion* he  had  not  condefcended  to  inform  the  Houfe  on  what 
grounds  iic  refted  his  objedlon  to  it.  He  therefore  had 
not  heard  any  thing  that  could  induce  him  to  change  bis  opU 
nyon  refpedingthe  propofition  that  he  had  moved.  His  Lord* 
fliip  denied  that  Dr.  Adam  Smith  wrote  in  times  of  fcarcity 
Mike  the  prefent,  and  contended  that  the  price  of  flour  ought, 
at  all  events,  to  be  governed  by  the  price  of  wheat.  He 
added  other  arguments  in  fupport  of  his  motion. 

Lord  Grenville  explained,  that  his  reafon  for  not  going  into 
i^eiail  was,  that  he  had  on  a  former  occafion  argued  the  prin^ 
<iple  of  the  motion  at  length. 

The  motion  was  negatived.  / 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  faid  he  rofc  to  advert  to  a  fubjcS  which 
lie  had  mentioned  on  a  former  night,  viz.  the  number  of  nien 
loft  in  the  attempt  on  Holland.  The  Gazette,  he  confeiTcdp 
dated  the  number  of  killed  at  one  thoufand,  but  taking  the 
wounded  and  miffing,  our  lofs  amounted  to  nearly  eight 
thoufand ;  it  was  therefore  (hameful  for  perfons  of  high  au- 
thority to  ftate  the  lofs,  in  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  at  only 
eight  hurnlred. 

Lord  Gnnvilk  Paid  the  noble  Lord  had  chofen  to  tell  tHetrt 
the  contents  of  a  paper  for  which  he  had  moved,  but  which 
was  not  yet  upon  the  table;  it  would  be  time  enough 4or 
him  todifcufs  its  contents  when  it  came  before  the  Houfe* 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    DEC.    5. 

Mr.  Alderma*  Curtis  prefcntcd  a  petition  from  the  deb* 
tors  confined  in  Newgate,  praying  for  relief — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  • 

The  population  bill  was  re^d  a  third  time  and  t)a(red. 

The 
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The  bill  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  grain,  &C.&C4 
*wa5  committed,  the  report  received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
te  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

A  meJTage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  rluit  their 
Xordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  peivHon  duty  \^U\,  and  to  the  bill 
for  continuing  a  duty  on  malt,  rum,  cyder,  and  perry. 

The  parochial  relief  bill  was  read  a  fecdnd  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

GOLD  COINAGB. 

Mr.  Nich^Usvoh^  purfuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  to 
make  a  motion  refpeding  the  prefent  (late  of  our  gold  coin* 
age.  In  December  lau^  he  had  fuggefted  an  apprehenfion 
that  the  quantity  of  our  gold  coin  was  confiderably  dimi- 
nilhed.  Froo^  an  account  of  the  (late  uf  the  coinage,  given 
in  at  the  end  of  the  year  1796,  it  appears  that  on  an  average 
of  ten  years,  the  amount  or  the  gold  coinage  was  2,320,0001. ; 
in  the  years  1795  and  1796,  it  was  4,400,000!.  per  annum : 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thi$  was,  that  our. coinage,  at 
the  end  of  that  peribd,  had  received  no  fendble  or  vifible  en-> 
creafe.  The  laft  two  years  of  the  above  time,  the  gold  coinage 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  440,000!.  each  \  there  was, 
therefore,  a  deficiency  of  z88,cooL  What,  then,  has  pre- 
vented the  Banlc  from  coining  i  Undoubtedly,  the  higher 
price  o^uncoined  than  of  coined  gold,  which  expofes  the 
Banlc  to  a  lofs  of  6  per  cent,  on  all  coined  gold.  The  defi- 
ciency is  alfo  encreafed  by  the  quantity  of  gold  melted  by 
Jews  and  others.  On  thefe  grounds  it  was  that  he  had  before 
^  fubmitted  a  motion  to  the  Houfe  for  ordering  the  Bank  Go- 
.  vernors  and  Diredors  to  attend,  and  be  examined  before  the 
committee  of  fupply  ;  but  the  motion  was  not  attended  to. 
He  felt  it,  however,  his  duty  to  bring  it  forward  again  ;  for 
the  danger  was  now  far  greater  than  when  he  at  iirft  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  important  matter  ; 
for,  as  he  had  already  obferved,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  no  i 
lels  than  4,400,000!.  for  the  two  lafi  years ;  there  would  then 
be,  at  the  clofe  of  four  ye;irs  after  the  period  he  had  alluded 
tO|  a  deficiency  of  no  lefs  than  7,500,000!.  in  the  gold 
coinage  of  the  country,  which  muft  be.  much  encreafed  by 
melting  and  importation. 

This  indeed  mud  always  be  the  cafe  when  the  courfe  of 
exchange  was  againd  this  country— our  merchants  abroad 
mud  avoid  drawing  upon  this  country,  their  lofs  otherwife   • 
would  be  enormous.    The  necedity  of  purchafing  and  im- 
porting fojpcign  corn»  under  which  wc  now  labour,  and  the 
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large  fubfidies  we  are  paying  to  our  allies,  hiuft  continue  to 
keep  the  exchange  againft  us,  and  if  the  war  is  perfifted  in» 
and  the  price  of  corn  remain  as  at  prefent,  •at  the  end  of  tho 
5th  year  the  deBciency  of  our  gold  coin  mqft  be  great  indeed  ( 
lor  the  Bank  cannot  coin  without  being  at  an  enormous  lofs* 
To  this  alarming  ftate  of  the  country  it  was  his  earneft  wifli 

.that  the  Houfe  would  ferioufly  attend,  for  they  mud  fee  that 
if  our  gold  coin  continues  to  decreafe  as  it  has  for  the  lafi: 
fpur  or  five  years,  there  mud  be  in  this  country  as  complete 
a  difappearance  of  gold,  and  as  great  a  fubftitution  of  paper* 
as  that  which  took  place  in  France  in  179 1.  This  diminu- 
tion of  our  gold,  andencrcafe  of  our  paper  circulation,  was 
the  caufe  of  the  ftoppage  of  the  Bank,  and  would  prove 
the  fatal  fource  of.  all  the  TuflFfcrings  and  calamiiies  that  now 
weigh  upon  the  country.  Upon  the  ftoppage  of  the  Bank 
was  built  that  boafted  folid  fyflem  of  finance  ;  and  from  our 
encreafed  paper  circulation,  the  necelTary  confequence  of 
the  latter,  arifes  the  prefcnt  high  price  of  every  article  of  pro- 
viiions ;  it  was  evident,  therefore,  that  if  this  growing  evi| 
was  not  checked  it  muft  lead  to  the  deilruSion  of  all 
public  credit,  and  to  the  depreciation  of  the  funded  pro- 
perty of  the  country.  The  game  we  were  playing  was 
perilous  in  the  extreme : — it  was,  as  Mr.  Hume  obierves, 
<<  playing  at  tennis  in  a  china-fhop/*  Under  thefe  appre- 
henfions  it  was,  that  his  fenfe  of  his  public  duty  prompted 
him  to  move  for  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  general  ftate 
of  the  gold  coinage  of  the  country.  The  coinage  was,  per- 
haps, the  trued  criterion. for  afcertaining  the  quantity  of  gold 
in  the  country,  and  the  extent  of  the  general  pt-ofperity.  But, 
left  it  (hould  be  faid  that  a  difclofure  of  the  quantity  of  gold 
in  the  country  might  be  attended  with  mifchievous  coafe- 
quences,  he  would  confent  to  have  the  matter  referred  to  a 
fecret  committee,  though,  in  his  opinion,  no  danger  could  bt 
apprehended  from  fubmitting  it  to  an  open  one.  Indeed,  Par* 
liament  ftiould  fuperintend  the  bufinefs  themfelves,  for  they 
muft  be  fenfible  that  the  total  difappearance  of  our  gold  coin 

^  muft  inevitably  involve  the  fafety  of  the  country.  Beildes,  our 
paper,  like  the  American  and  French  paper,  mieht  be  coo. 
fiderably  depreciated  by  forgeries  ;  for  France  might  employ 
,  the  fame  praAices  again  ft  our  Bank  paper,  as  we  have  ujTed 
to  injure  her*s.  Every  thing  there  rofe  in  price,  in  confe*- 
qycnce  of  the  encreafed  paper  circulation ;  and  here,  alfinthe 
public  expenditure  may  incalculably  encreaf^^,  from  the  lame 
caufe.  Wbat^  then,  ipuft  we  not  have  tp  dread,  when  famine 
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is  to  be  aggravtttecl  by  a  geoeral  bankruptcy/^  This  fiirely 
was  a  gloomy  profpe£t>  and  feriouQy  warned  Parliament  to 
provide  againd  its  being  brought  home  to  the  country:  In 
^der  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  adopt  the  mod  fpeedy  precaution, 
}ie  would  now  movp,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exa* 
•flnine  into  the  general  (late  of  the  gold  coinage  of  the  coun* 
|ry,  and  that  they  report  their  opinion  thereupot^  to  the 
Houfe. 

Lord  H.*wkefiury  oppofcd  the  motion,  for  no  grounds  had 
been'  dated  to  Ihew  the  neceflity  of  any  fqch  enquiry,  or  the. 
probability  that  any  pra£lical  good  qould  arife  from  it.  In 
1795  and  1796,  the  country  was  nearly  in  the  fame  ftatc 
lefped^ing  ihe  coinage  that  it  was  now,  on  account  of  the 
•high  price  of  corn^  and  the  large  fum^  fent  out  of  the  coun- 
try to  purcbafe  it>  He  would  alf  >  agree  with  the  honourable 
•Gentleman  that  the  jfubfldies  were  among  the  caufes  of  the 
decreafe  of  oo'f  gold  coiitage,  but  not  to  any  great  extent-* 
lor  much  of  them  had  bten  paid  in  filver.  In  1797  and 
,1798  there  was  a  gold  coinage  of  about  three  millions,  nearly 
98  great  a  quantity  ^  had  ever  been  coined  in  any  former 
year  in  time  of  war.  It  was  evident  th?t  what  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  fo  much  deplored,  arofe  principally  frOnx 
temporary  caufes,  and  when  they  were  removed  the  evil 
would  difappear,  and  the  former  (late  of  things  would  re^ 
turn.  What  then  .could  be  the  objeA  of  the  motion  ?  Did 
the  honourable  Gentleman  propofe  to  himfelf  to  keep  all  the 
gold  in  the  country?  This  he  muft  own  was  as  impoflible^ 
-when  the  exchange  was  againft  us»  as  it  was  to  prevent  ita 
coming  into  the  country  when  the  exchange  was  in  our  fa- 
▼onr.  There  was  befides  no  inconvenience  felt  from  the 
decreafe  of  the  gold  coinage,  and  if  there  was,  the  propofed 
enquiry  cotild  have  no  tendency  to  remedy  it.  The  motion 
therefore  appeared  to  him  at  lead  to  be  ufelefs,  ^nd  as  fuch 
he  mudoppofe  it. 

Mr.  Tiemey  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  his 
honourable  Friend's  motion  would  be  produdive  of  no  good 
cffeA ;  for  it  would  have  the  good  effect  of  keeping  alive  a 
principle  of  cai.tion,  which  at  times  like  the  prefent  could 
not  be  too  ferioufly  attended  to ;  it  was  beMer  to  make  fuch 
a  motion  now  than  when  we  were  involved  in  the  dangers 
which  it  admonilhed  us  to  prevent.  No  danger  could  be 
inore  alarming  to  a  commercial  country  than  a  difappearance 
of  its  gold  coin  ;  paper  circulation  might  go  on,  as  hereto* 
furci  without  any  chcck>  but  if  th^re  appeared  any  xeal  fcar» 
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city  of  gold)  then  the  paper  would  be  clofely  fcrutinifed* 
There  were  now  frequent  forgeries  of  the  fmall  no^es,  and 
ihould  an  attempt  be  made  to  forge  thofe  of  a  higher  amount^ 
tradefmen  would  be  (Iruck  with  a  very  ferious  alarm.  We 
were  now  told  that  this  evil  arofe  from  a  mere  temporary 
preflure;  the  fame  language  and  argument  bad  been  made . 
ufe  of  twelve  months  ago ;  but  the  evil  flill  keeps  encreaflng^ 
and  the  exchange  will  probably  become  more  and  more 
againft  us.  The  motion  was  therefore  highly  neceflary,  and 
he  thought  the  Houfe  were  obltged  to  his  honourable  Friend 
for  bringing  it  forward.  It  Ihould  at  lead  have  his  thanks 
and  fcipport. 

Mr.  Tork  oppofed  the  motion  on  the  fame  grounds  as  Lord 
Hawkefbury. 

Mr.  H,  Thornton  was  furprifed  to  hear  thefe  gentlemen 
recommend  an  enquiry  into  the  aiFairs  of  the  Bank,  .who  oa 
former  occafions  were  fo  loud  in  deprecating  all  interference 
of  the  Houfe  in  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  that  corporation. 
He  would  not  deny  that  there  was  an  increafe  in  our  paper 
circulation  ;  but  that  was  a  mark  of  our  increafing  trade  and 
opulence,  and  neccffarily  attendant  on  the  extent  of  our  mer- 
cantile enterprifcs.  The  propofcd  enquiry,  in  his  opinion, 
could  ferve  no  ufeful  purpofe. 

After  Mr.  Nicholh  had  fliortly  replied,  and  Mr.  Wilbtr^ 
force  had  faid  a  few  words,  the  Houfe  divided,  when  there 
appeared. 

Ayes  -        -        -        16 

Noes         -        -        -        32 
Majority    — 16 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONI>AY,  DEC.  8. 

The  Royal  Affent  was  given,  by  Commiffipn,  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills :— The  BUI  for  granting  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cy- 
der, &c. ;  the  Bill  for  granting  Duties  on  Penfions,  Places,  Su- 
gar, &c.  ;.  the  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Duty  on  Hops ;  the  Bill 
for  preventing  the  ufe  of  Corn  in  diftilling  fpirits  and  making 
Starch ;  the  Corn  Importation  Bill ;  the  Bill  for  Ihortening 
the  time  for  ftecping  damaged  Barley ;  the  Poor  Relief  Bill; 
and  the  Naturalization  Bill  of  Jofeph  Auguftus  Vandermerfli. 
The  Commiffioners  were,  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  the 
L6rd  ChanDellor,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
.  Tbe~  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  difFercnt 
ftages. — Atlj  ou  rncd. 

ToL,  IV.  1800.  dq  HOUS£ 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  dec.  8. 

Mr.  Long  moved  for  a  writ  for  Wendover^  in  the  room  of 
John  Helcy  Addinglon^  Efq.  appointed  a  Lord  Comcniflioner 
of  his  Majefty'sTreafury. 

LeaTC  was  granted  for  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  to  attended  the 
Lords. 

The  bill  for  purchafing  certain  buildings  for  the  accomnvo* 
dation  of  the  two  Houies  of  Par  iiament  pafTed  4he  committee, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  reportc^hc  neat  day. 

Mr.  Long  moved,  in  the  committee  of  fupply^  that  the  foni 
of  151,6431.  i6s.  8<I.  fliouIJ  be  granted  for  the  payment  of  hi* 
tercR  on  three  millions  of  exchequer  bills  for  the  year  1799* 
The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  repot  t  ordered  next  day* 

The  Nova  Scotia,  ^.  herring  fi(hery  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  pafTed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

Mr,  Hofc  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  committee  oi> 
the  bill  for  the  better  providing  for  the  poor,  and  for  diminifb* 
ing  the  confumption  of  corn ;  which,  when  read,  he  moved 
ihould  be  deferred  until  next  day,  owing  to  ihefeUa  com. 
snittee,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  not  being  in  a  fuffictent  de- 
gree of  readinefs.  -—  Ordered. 

He  then  brought  up  the  qualification  indemnity  bill,'  which 
was  read  a  firft;  and  ordered  to  b&read  a  fecond  tkne  t!ie  next 
day.  The  bill  for  granting  bounties  on  the  importation  of 
wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  Indian  meal,  &c.  was  lead  a  third 
time,  paffed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS 

TUESDAY,    DEC.  q. 

The  brlls  on  the  taWc  being  forwarded  in  their  ftages,  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    DEC.  9. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  debtors  confined  in  the 
county  gaol  of  Brecknock,  praying  for  relief. — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  uhle. . 

Mr.  Hot/in  deferred  his  motion  till  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  RyJer  brought  up  a  further  report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  prefent  high  price  of  provlfions,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  the  next  day,  and  ixk 
the  mean  time  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  fup- 
plji  which  was  read  and  agreed  to ;  and  alfo  the  report  of  the 

Houfe» 
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Houfes  of  Parliament  buildings  bill,  which  w;as  ordered  to  be 
engrofled.  and  read  a  third  time  the  next  day,  if  then  engroffed 

The  qualificatbn  indemnity  bill  was.read  a  fecond  time  and 
doramitted  for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Ro/e  moved,  that  the  Houfe  (bould  the  next  refolve  it- 
felf  irtto  a  committee  to  confidcr  of  allowing  the  importation  of 
Swcdifti  herrings  duty  free.— Ordered. 

The  Secretary  at  PFar  prefented  accounts  of  the  quantities  of 
oats,  hay«  and  ftraw,  purchafed  fur  the  ufe^of  Government.— 
Ordered  to  lie  on  ihc  table. 

Mr.  IVilberforce  prefented  a  petition  from  the  mayor  and  cor- 
poration  of  Leeds,  flating  the  diftrefles  of  the  poor  in  that  town, 
and  the  inability  of  the  manufa6turers  to  difpofe  of  their  mana-r  ' 
failures  or  give  fufficient  employment  to  the  poor,  and  praying 
for  relief.  He  then  moved  that  it  (hould  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  condder  the  prefent  higli  price  of  pro* 
vifions. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  was  rather  a  petition  for  peace  than 
for  fuhAitutes,  fince  the  want  of  a  market  fpr  their  manufadlure 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  war* 

Mr.  fVilbcrforce  thought  diflferently.  The  high  price  of 
proviiions,  he  contended,  prevented  perfonsfrom  having thofe 
(urplus  fums  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  have,  to  lay  out  in 
the  purchafe  of  articles  of  manufa£ture ;  and  this,  he  was  con- 
vinced, was  the  grievance  the  petitioners  complained  of. 

Mr.  LafcelUs  concurred  in  the  fame  fentiments. 

The  quefiion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

POOR  RELIEF  SUBSTITUTE  BILL. 

Mr.  Rydir  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Hoofe  to  re- 
folve itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  above  bill,  dating,  he  had 
feveral  material  alterations  to  propofe  which  the  committee  above 
flairs  were  of  opinion  would  confiderably  facilitate  the  purpofe 
of  the  bill ;  and  he  wilhed  the  claufes  he  had  to  propofe  in  the 
committee  might  only  be  received,  aod  the  report  brought  up 
and  re-confidcred  the  next  day. 

Mr.-MfAoi/i  oppofed  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair;  al- 
ledging,  that  the  objed  of  the  bill  was  to  compel  the  poorer 
claffes  to  accept  of  inferior  food,  inftead  of  money,  and  to  change 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  poorlaws,  whilft  it  would  create  much 
difcontent  among  that  defcription  of  perlbns. 

Mr.  Jolife  likewife  faid  a  few  words  upon  the  fame  fide. 

Mr.  Percival^riitA  the  pofitbns  contended  for  by  Mr.  NU 

cholls,  obferving,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  a  meafure  to  compel 

tile  poor  to  eat  inferior  food,  as  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 

Q.q  a  public. 
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public,  that  each  might  have  a  proper  ihare  out  of  a  deficient 
ftock. 

Mr.  WUberforce  having  faid  a  few  words  on  tlie  fame  fide, 

The  queflion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  was  put  and 
Carried. 

Mr,  Ryder  having  ftated  that  ut>der  the  biB  as  it  now  ftood, 
Juftices  had  only  the  option  to  relieve  the  poor  by  giving  them 
certain  fubftitutes  inftead  of  money,  or  to  (late  the  reafons  why 
they  could  not  purfue  that  line  of  condudi  moved  twoclaufes, 
the  one  giving  an  option  to  ovcrfecrs,  under  the  authority  of  the 
juftices,  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  poor  rates  to  the  purchafe  of 
certain  articles  of  food,  and  to  fell  the  fame  to  the  poor  at  redu- 
ced prices ;  and  the  other  giving  power  to  the  ovcrfeers  to  raifc 
another  diftin£t  rate,  and  to  apply  the  produce  in  the  purchafe 
of  articles  of  food  to  fell  again  at  a  rate  which  (hould  repay  the 
expence  of  thofe  claffes  who  were  immediately  above  the  poor 
receiving  parifh  relief. 

Mr.  JVeftem  objefled  to  the  whole  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  the  poor  would  be  better  fatisfied  with  receiving  money 
than  food,  and  thought  the  continued  ufe  of  fubftitutes  would 
only  tend  to  raife  the  markets, and  at  length  render  them  dearer 
than  the  article  they  were  fubftituted  for. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer  (M^  it  was  not  intended  to 
compel  the  poor  to  receive  food  inftead  of  money,  but  only  to 
give  a  part  of  the  relief  awarded  io  them  out  of  the  poor-rates  in 
certain  articles  of  food,  whilft  the  fubftitutes  propofed  to  be 
given  them  conftfted  of  thofe  articles  not  yet  in  general  ufe,  but 
which  were  perfe£tly  well  adapted  for  the  purpofe,  and  would 
caufe  a  very  confiderablc  faving  of  brcad^corn. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  the  prejudices  of  the  people  would  be 
found  averfe  to  the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe.  He  thought 
it  highly  probable  the  poor  would  confider  the  operation  of  the 
bill  as  an  injury  rather  than  a  benefit ;  though  he  admitted 
that  if  they  were  relieved  with  money,  and  allowed  to  purchafe 
with  it  whatever  bread  they  pleafed,  it  might  tend  very  confw 
deribly  to  raife  the  price  and  increafe  the  fcarcity.  Still,  how- 
ever, he  was  of  opinion  fuch  a  meafure  ought  not  to  be  forced 
upon  them  againft  their  inclination. 

The  Secretary  at  ff^ar  faid,  there  was  no  immediate  means  of 
dfcertaining  the  fentiments  of  the  poor  relative  to  this  fubje£t ; 
but  he  thought  the  objed  in  the  prefent  inftance,  was  to  relieve 
the  whole  community,  and  diminifhing  as  much  as  poflible  the 
confummation  of  bread-corn. 

Mr.  Sheridan  and  the  Secretary  at  ffar  feverally  explained. 

Lord 
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Lord  Bclgrave^  Sir  fVHUam  Dolben^  and  Sir  John  Andcrfon 
fcverally  gave  tcftimony  to  the  (atisfaftion  cxprefled  by  the 
people  within  their  own  fphere  of  information,  relative  to  the 
obje£ts  comprifed  in  the  hill. 

Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  IVeflcrn  each  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  7"/>rw;r  objefted  to  the  meafare  upon  fimilar  grounds  to 
thofe  dated  before. 

Mr.  Ryder  replied. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Sturt  and  Mr.  Burdon^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  again  rofe,  and  repeated  that, 
the  obje£k  of  the  bill  was  not  to  compel  the  poor  to  have  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  food  inftead  of  money,  but  merely  to  give 
them  one-third  of  the  relief  allotted  to  them  Jn  certain  articles 
of  food,  and  the  remaining  iwo-thirds  in  money,  which  they 
might  ftill  ufe  as  they  pleafed. 

Mr.  Joltffe  and  Mr.  Sheridan  having  each  fpoken  iq  expla- 
nation, the  Houfc'Was  refumed,  and  the  report  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  further  confidered  the  next  day ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    DEC.  ID. 

A  petition  was  prefen ted  from  the  prifon  of  Exeter,  praying 
relief. 

The  account  of  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  from 
March  25, 1797,10  1800,  was  laid  upon  the  table, and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  /liurney  General  gave  notice,  that  he  would  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  the  next  day  for  the  further  fufpendon 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£l,  which  would  expire  on  the  iHt  of 
February  next,  for  a  Aiort  time. — Leave  granted. 

Th<i  i^oufe,  in  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  voted  a  re- 
folution,  that  the  fum  of  3,500,0001,  (hould  be  raifcd  by  Ex- 
chequer bills,  towards  the  fupply,  whicii  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported the  next  day.  The  further  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  and  the  committee  of  fupply,  were  de- 
ferred to  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved,  that  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report 
of  the  provifion  bill,  which  (lood  for  to-day,  (hould  be  referred 
to  a  commi?tee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  the  next  day. — Ordered. 

The  poor  relief  bUl  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  next  day. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    DEC.  II. 

The  fcvcral  bills  on  the  table  paffcd  a  ftagc  each. 
Tlie  comaiitinent  of  the  population  bill  was  poftponcd  till 
the  next  day, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TriURSDAY^   D£C.  II. 

The  Edinburgh  poor  bill  was  reported,  ^nd  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Bragge  prefented  a  petition  from  the  debtors  in  the  gaol 
of  Briftol ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Thornton  one  from  thofeconEned 
in  the  gaol  of  Kingfton. — Both  wereordericd  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ro/e  moved,  This  the  Houfe  do  refolvc  itfelf  that  day 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  the  39th  of 
Oco.  111.  cap.  29.  refpcfting  the  importation  of  Eaft  India 
Goods. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  which  was  read  and  agreed  10. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  committee,  and  Mr.  Roji 
moved,  That  it  is  the  opiriioi)  of  the  committee  that  Swedidi 
herrings  Ihould  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  this  country  duty 
free. 

•    After  fome  converfation  the  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  repoitcd  the  next  day. 

The  annual  indemnity  bill  went  through  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  next  day. 

Mr.  Lujhingion  put  off  his  motion  concerning  the  infurrec* 
re£tion  in  Grenada  till  Tuefday  next. 

HABEAS   CORPUS    ACT. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  he  had  been  informed  a  little  ago,  that  a 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  yefterday  given  notice  of 
hit  intention  to  move  this  day  iot  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
fttfpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  hGt  beyond  the  ift  of  February; 
From  the  appearance  of  the  Houfe,  however,  and  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman's  (ilence,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  he 
either  had  not  been  ferious  in  giving  this  notice,  or  had  de«* 
tcrmincd  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  jitioTPUjf  General  exprttkd  great  furprtfe  at  hearing  fuch 
a  remark.  Though  be  had  fome  reafons  for  not  riling  earlier^ 
he  would  certainly  perfevere  iif  his  motion,  and  after  what  be 
had  faid  laft  night  he  w?s  really  altogether  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
what  oppofition  could  be  made  to  it.  On  tlic  ifl  of  February 
the  preient  a£k  would  expire,  s^nd  fuppofing  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament 
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liament  to  meet,  as  is  generally  expeded,  on  the  22(1  of  Ja^ 
nuary»  tliere  would  not  be  fufficient  time  for  deliberately,  dir^ 
cuffing  the  meafure.  From  what  had  happened  on  former  oc-< 
caiions  it  Would  appear  that  a  very  great  maiority  of  the  Houfe 
thought  that  this  was  a  power  with  which  Government  ought 
to  be  entruftedi  and  likewife  that  Government  bad  not  abufed 
it ;  he  did  not  expe£l  that  any  ferious  oppofition  could  now 
be  made  to  the  continuation  of  an  zSt,  of  which  all  had.feen 
the  neceflity,  and  which  had  produced  fuch  beneficial  effeds. 
He  did  not  think  it  improbable  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  and 
thofe  who  were  in  the  habit  of  afiing  with  him  would  exprcf$ 
fome  difapprobationy  as  they,  had  uniformly  reprobated  all 
precautionary  meafures  of  this  nature  ;.  but  he  was  confident 
the  nuQiber  of  ttfbfe  who  would  join  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
thefe  feotioldnts^wouid  be  very  inconfiderable.  He  Aiould 
therefore  fteadily  perfevere  in  bringing  forward  his  promifed 
motion.  He  confidered  it  as  <)uite  unneceflary  to  (late  any 
new  arguments  in  fupport  of  it.  The  grotinds  (liil  retnaine4 
upon  which  the  confidence  now  demanded  had  for.meif]y  been 
granted.  No  one,  he  was  Hire,  would  venture  to  affirn? 
that  that  confidence  had  been  abufed.  The  learned  Gentler 
man  then  defired  that  the  a6l  of  laft  feffioui  for  fufpending 
the  habeas  corpus  ad,  might  be  read,  ;ind  concluded  by 
moving,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  faid  ad 
for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Mr.  Martin  declared  himfelf  unable  to  account  for  thci 
right  honourable  Gent1eman*s  belief,  that  his  motion  would 
be  agreed  to  without  oppofition.  Was  it,  he  aiked^  quite  a 
thing  of  courfe  now  to  (ufpcnd  the  Coi)fiitution  to  pleafe  the 
Minifter? 

Mr.  SheriJan  faid,  the  manner  in  which  the  learned  Gen- 
tletnan  had  proceeded  was  truly  extraordinary.  He  had  faid 
that  arguments  were  unneceflary,  and  that  the  confidence  aU 
ready  placed  in  Minifters  was  a  fufficient  proof  that  it  ought 
to  be  continued.  A  quedion,  however,  which  (as  had  been 
rightly  ftated  by  his  honourable  Frierni,  was  neither  niore  ' 
nor  lefs  than  whether  the  Con(\itution  (hould  be  fufpended^ 
ought  furely  to  be  treated  with  a  little  more  refped.  It  was 
pretended  that  the.  power  entrufled  to  Miniflers  bad  not  been 
abufed,  but  he  contended  it  had  been  abufed  in  every  inftance.  , 
The  law  only  allowed  them  to  confifie  thofe  who  had  been 
accufed  upon  oath ;  it  merely  permitted  them  to  defer  the 
trial  of  the  guilty  till  fufficient  evidence  could  be  procured 
to  convid  them.  But  under  colour  of  this  ad>  men  to  whom 
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no  crime  was  imputed,  had  been  (but  up  in  dungeons  with-* 
out  hopes  of  feleafe.  He  denied  that  there  exifted  the  lead 
difpofuion  in  the  country  to  commit  zSts  of  fedition.  A  lift 
was  laft  year  produced,  from  which  it  appeared  that  only 
three  or  four  had  been  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  tre^fon-^ 
able  practices.  This,  far  from  being  argument  in  favour  of 
the  meafure  propofed,  proved  that  it  was  altogether  unnecef- 
fary ,  ind  therefore  by  no  means  to  be  adopted.  The  Minifters 
had  ufed  their  utmoft  exertions  to  difcover  difaiFection.  AU 
though  they  had  employed  numberlefs  fpies  and  informers^ 
they  had  been  able  to  find  out  only  three  or  four  obfcure  in- 
dividualsy  who  could  even  be  fufpected.  Had  they  pafTed 
over  objects  of  guilt,  they  would  deferve  cenfure,  and  not 
commendation.  He  perceived  the  learned  Gentleman 's.rea- 
fons  for  waiting  then  entering  the  Houfe.  (The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  &c.  were  taking  their  feats.) 
He  hoped  he  would  hear  fomething  more  fubftantial 
urged  in  favour  of  the  motion ;  or  that  it  would  be 
abandoned.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman  wifhed  to 
referve  the  important  difcuflion  till  after  the  meeting 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  yel  he  thought  the  meafure 
fo  notorioufly  necelTary,  that  no  man  in  his  fenfes  would 
oppofe  it ;  he  faid,  that  ten  days  would  not  be  fuffident  time 
to  canvas  its  merits,  yet  thought  that  a  fingle  day's  notice  of 
propofmg  it  was  fufficient.  Such  was  the  confiftency  of  the  , 
right  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman.  But,  why  referve 
this  difcuflion  till  the  arrival  of  the  Irifh  members  ?  It  was 
exadly  thfe  queftion  which  he  would  wifli  that  they  (bould 
not  interfere  with.  Among  them  a  defperate  rebellion  had 
exided,  yet  to  a  meafure  of  this  nature  they  never  had  re- 
fortcd.  He  fliould  therefore  wifli  to  conceal  from  them  the 
ipanner  in  whjch^we  had  betrayed  our  rights,  when  there 
^as  no  ground  of  alarm.  He  M'iflied  that  they  Ihould  find  us 
in  poflcflion  of  our  Conftitution,  and  that  it  might  not  appear 
a  hardfliip  and  a  degradation  to  be  trufted  to  us.  He  had 
been  an  enemy  to  the  Union,  but,  fmce  it  had  been  agreed  to 
by  the  legiflatures  of 'the  two  countries,  every  thing  (hou Id 
be  done  to  render  it  cordial.  There  was  now  no  alternative 
but  complete  union  or  entire  feparation.  It  had  been  allerted 
(  on  former  occafions  that'  the  exigence  of  Jacobin  pripciples 
rendered  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t  necefl'ary, 
and  Minifters,  when  preflfed  to  adduce  ptbofs  of  their  exift- 
cnce,  had  always  faid — "  Look  to  IrdandP'  When  the 
fubjed  is  fully  dif<su(Ied,  and  it  is  again  (aid — <'  Look  to 
Ireland !"  perhaps  fome  of  the  Irifh  members  might  fay,  that 
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the  difturbanccs  which  took  place  ia  that  country  were  pro- 
duced, not  by  French  principles,  but  by  the  Irifh  govern-' 
ment — by  faith  having  been  broken  with  the  Catholics — by 
the  greateft  tyranny  havtng  been  cxercifed  and  the  greateft 
crqelties  committed.  This,  inftead  of  being  a  queflion 
which  (hould  be  referved  for  the  opinion  of  the  Imperial* 
Parliament,  was  the  queflion  of  all  others  which  (hould  be 
decided  before  it  meets.  Although  jacobin  principles  were 
certainly  completely  extind,  he  believed  firmly  that  neither 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  nor  the  trcafon. 
bills,  had  made  one  individual  abjure  them.  They  fubfided 
of  themfelves,  and  became  odious  from  the  eiFects  which 
they  were  feen  to  produce.  It  was  ftrange  to  obfervc  how 
minifters  followed  up  their  aflertions.  The  bill  to  prevent 
fedttious  meetings  had  expired  laft  fedion,  and  it  was  thought 
neceirary  to  renew  it,  yet  it  was  now  gravely  argued  that  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  conditution  was  indifpenftbly  neceflary. 
This  conduct  was  moft  contradictory  and  prepoRerous.  -  He 
hoped  it  would  be  (hewn  that  this  was  not  a  matter  of  courfe, 
Md  that  tnintflers  codid  not  fay  any  day,  let  us  go  down  to 
the  Houfe  and  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act. 

The  Chancellor  pf  ih^  Exchequer  faid,  Sir,  I  have  yet  heard 
no  reafon  whatever  againft  the  meafure  now  propofed  to  the 
{I<nife.  I  knovv  not  whether  I  (hall  be  able  to  urge  any 
thing  in  its  favour,  but  much  of  what  has  been  faid  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  inapplicable  to  the  fubjcct.  Sir,  the  hon* 
Gentleman  has  faid,  that  ten  days  (between  the  22d  of  Ja^ 
nuary  and  the  ift  of  February)  would  be  amply  fufficient,  ii\ 
the  united  parliament,  to  carry  this  meafure  through  the 
Houfe.  fiut  is  the  hon.  Gentleman  Aire  there  would  bieeveK 
that  fmall  portion  of  time  for  the  difcufHon  of  fo  important 
a  fubject  ?  Sir,  if  he  will  but  confider  for  a  monneiit,  he 
will  find  that  two  of  ihofe  days  muW  be  confomed  by  the  ne« 
cedary  formalities  attendant  upon  the  new  members  taking 
the  oaths  and  their  feats  ;  two  more  by  the  debates  upon  th^ 
addrefs,  there  will  be  in  the  courfe  of  the  ten  days,  at  lea(k 
one  Sunday,  and  one  of  thofe  days  will  be  the  30ih  of  Ja* 
nuary^  Thus,  Sir,  out  of  the  hon.  Gentleman'is  ten  days, 
only  four  remain.  That  thefe  four  days  would  be  amply  faf* 
ficient  to  rejeft  the  meafure^  I  moft  readily  grant,  but  will 
any  hon.  Gentleman  aflT^rrt  that  four  days  is  fufficient  to  difcufa 
the  propriety  of  a  meafure  of  this  itnportance  ?  Sir,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  aflerts  ten  days  to  be  fufficient,  and  yet  he  is 
inclined  to  make  fpeeches  for  IrlQi  members  by  anticipation^ 
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protraA  the  diOcuflion  and  increafe  the  debate.  Sir,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  charges  his  Majefly's  'minifters  with  abuHng  the 
power  entru{l<;d  to  them,  and  urges  that  as  a  reafon  for  his 
cppofition  to  the  prefent  meafure.  Nothing  can  be  mpre  ir- 
relevant. If  there  are  adual  and  real  grounds  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  fufpenfion,  that  meafure  ought  to  be  carried 
into  effed.  Sir,  our  ancedors  have  conftantly  had  recourfe 
to  it  in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger,  and  whatever  abufe 
ciay  arife  in  the  execution  of  thepovtrers  entrufted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters,  forms  a  di{ltn&  and  feparate  fubjefi:  of  en* 
quiry,  without  having  any  relation  to  the  reafons  iipon  which 
fuch  a  meafure  mu(l  be  founded.  The  hun.  (jentleman 
wiflics  the  Iriih  reprefentatives  to  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the 
conftitution.  What,  »Sir,  is  to  prevent  thenv?  -3]he  nica-^ . 
fure  now  propofed  to. the  Houfe  will  tend  t<Wtrengtnen  and, 
preferve  the.  conftitution,  and  they  will  be  more  likely  x& 
enjoy  its  full  benefits  than  if  the  meafure  was  not  carried  rnto 
execution.  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  the  biU<  for  pre- 
venting feditious  aflemblies  has  been  fuScrcd  to  become  ex- 
tinS,.  i>vhilft  this  meafure,  of  ten-fold  more  feverity,  is 
prefTed  upon  the  Houfe.  Sir,  it  is  ii)  the  recolle£tion  of  this 
J^aak,  when  the  bill  I  have  juft  alluded  to  was  brougl^t  for- 
ward, that  the  hon.  Gentleman  then  faid  the  meafure  was  not 
of  ten-fold,  but  an  hundred>fold  greater  feverity  than  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  upon  the  har(hnefs  of 
which  he  now  fo  loudly  declaims.  What  has  induced  him 
thus  to  alter  his  opinion,  and  to  defcant  upon  the  ten-fold 
feverity  of  the  prefent  meafure,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conjedure, 
Thp  mode  of  argument,  however,  is  mod  convenient,  and  per- 
ffi&Xy  confonant  with  the  fpirit  of  oppoGtion.  The  hon.  Gent, 
^ants  a  reafon  for  the  meafure  now  propofed  to  the  Houfe. 
Sir,  I  think  it  wholly  unneceifary  to  urge  any  reafon  in  its 
behalf,  but  Ihall  leave  it  to  the  filent  opinion  of  every 
member  prefent.  But  when  we  know,  Sir,  that  for  eight 
]^ars  pad  a  fpirit  has  exifled  in  the  country  from  whence  the 
pr.ejndtces,  the  interefts,  and  the  paflions  of  the  people  have 
been  alternately  applied  to,  and  alternately  impofed  upon-^ 
'Vvheil  we  know  that  this  fpirit  has  only  been  reilraiued  by  the 
firong  feverity  of  coercion — and  when  we  know  that  by 
^perc^on  and  reftraint  its  votaries  have  decrctafed  and  its 
ibrength  has  diminifhed — thcn^  Sir,  I  contend  that  the  ten- 
ileiicy  of  the  prefent  meafure  is  obvious,  and  its  neceflity  ap- 
parent. The  hon.  Geniloiinan  has  fpokcp  9ls  if  it  \^s  al- 
jodgQd  in  fupport  of  the  ixacafure  that  the  iiyhul.e. nation. were 
^  contaminated 
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contafiinated  by  this  rpirit;  Sio  if  the  whole  peoplefwere 
^nder  the  influence  of  difafFection,  meafures  of  precautioa 
i¥ould  be  ufelefs.  It  is  againd  a  few  that  this  meafure  is  di- 
rected ;  it  is  to  preferve  the  people  from  their  machinations 
that  it  is  brought  forward.  That  this  fpirit  has  decrcafed  I 
will  readily  grant ;  but  are  a]l  our  meafures  of  precaution  to 
ceafe  becaufe  fome  fucceCs  has  been  gained?  Is  it  t6*befup« 
pofedy  when  jacobinifm  has  triumphed  almoft  over  the  whole 
worldy  that  it  will  become  on  a  fudden  extinct  ?.  Sir,  the 
bill  which  has  been  alluded  to  for  preventing  feditious  aflem- 
biles,  was  enacted  againft  a  particular  branch  of  the  general 
evil  which  does  not  now  appear  to  require  legiflative  interfe* 
rence ;  but  this  meafure  is  directed  againft  fedition  itfelf,  in 
its  very  root  and  foundation  ;  and  had  it  jaot  been  for  this^ 
i>ir,  this  country  would  have  been  involved  in.  the  flames  of 
civil  war.  A^  a  meafure  of  prevention  and. precautien  is 
iiU  neceflary ;  the  evil  flill  exilis,  however  Icfffined  indegree» 
and  if  fuiFered  again  tp  expand  iifelf,  woliW-tjigaiR  involve 
the  country  in  the  fame  dai^ger.  ^ir,  tbe  m»fs  of  the  people 
of  this  country  are  good  3  it  is  to  prevent  them.from  becwn- 
ing. the  dupes  of  a  few  artful  and  defigningmeny  through  the 
medium  of  their  prejudices  and  their  pafljoos,  that  this  mea- 
fure is  inftitutedi  Sir,  this  is  a  meafure  theiitility  of  which 
has  been  practically  proved,  dnd  when  I  coftfider  the  horrors 
from  which  it  has  j>referved  the  country — the  public  and 
private  fecurity  which  has  refulted  from  its  operation — when 
1  confider  that  the  fame  caufe  which  operated  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  ftill  exifls,  though  perhaps  in  a  lefler  degree,  and  flill 
requires  the  fame  meafures  of  precaution — I  cannot  enter- 
tain a  doubt  that  the  Houfe  Mr  ill  accede  to  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed." 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  objected 
totruftingthe  executivv  government  with  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Carpus  Act,  when  the  occafion  called  for  fuch  a 
truft ;  but  when  he  found  that  the  miniftry  had  abufed  the 
conftitution  through  fuch  a  power  when  put  into  their  hands» 
he  thought  it  (houid  be  no  longer  entrufled  to  them.  He 
*  charged  the  Attorney  General  with  this  abufe,  becaufe  he 
held  in  confinement  perfons  againft  whom  there  exifted  no 
grounds  for  fuch  detention.  He  thought  the  right  hon«  Gen- 
tleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  inftead  of  being 
hurried  from  his  dinner,  would  have  voluntarily  brought 
down  fome  documents  to  inform  the  Houfe  why  it  wasc&lied 
upon  to  further  fufpcnd  the  execution  of  the  conftttution* 
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The  bbn.  and  learned  Attorney  General  did  attempt  laft  year 
lo  proceed  upon  this  bufincfs,  without  laying  down  any 
•grounds  that  could  warrant  it ;  but  when  prefled  and  called 
upon,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  produce  the  report  of  1798 ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Ticrney)  begged.ihat  gentlemen  would  not  be  led 
away  by  th^cry  of  jacobinifm,  but  look  to  the  grounds  on 
which  the  z8t  was  fufpended.  In  1798.  it  was  a  threatened 
jnvafton,  and  the  rufpicion  of  certain  difcontented  perfons  in 
this  country  conncdled  with  that  jnvafion,  that  led  the  legif- 
lature  to  adopt  the  tneafure,  and  this  was  the  dtftinS  ground, 
and  not  jaCobinifm,  on  which  the  bill  waspafled.  Since  that 
time  a  number  of  pcrfons  were  confifncd,  and  two  years  and 
nine  aionths  had  elapfed  without  once  finding  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  thofe  perfons  to  trial :  and  now,  after  three 
years  inveftigatidn,  either  the  charge  (houYd  be  brought  home 
to  them,  or  they  (hould  in  humanity  be  difcharged.  The 
only  juft  grounds  on  which  this  great  zS.  of  the  conftitutioft 
ifaould  be  fufpended,  was  a  fufpicion  of  the  danger  arifing 
from  a  fecrevconfpiracy  within  the  kingdom  ;  but  here  the  aft 
Avas  fufpended  four  titles  under  fenewed  confidence,  and, 
^nce  the  year  1798  minillers  were  not  able  to  bring  a  Angle 
perfon  to  trial ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  the  Attorney  General 
ever  could  or  would  attempt  it,  left  the  veil  being  removed, 
and  the  parties  once  difcharged,  there  would  be  fomethiog  to 
prefs  home  on  the  hpn.  Gentleman. -—[Tir  Attorney  Ggmral 
here  fmiled."] — ^That  fmile,  faid  Mr.  Tierney,  was  not,  he 
feared,  the  fmile  of  innocence— it  was  hyfterical.  Heaflred 
<hen,  why  wait  for  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  debate  this 
bill;  it  grew  out  of  EngliOi  fedition,  and  Englifli  reports.-^ 
-He  could  not  conceive  what  delay  ihould  now  be  interpofed 
for  the  accedion  of  one  hundred  members  to  decide  upon  the 
lituation  of  Englifhmen  confined  under'vagiie  imputation  oi 
fedition  and  treafon  at  home.  Humanity  (hould  refleA  on 
the  fiate  of  men  confined  in  a  (ituation,  fuch  as  thefe  pri* 
foners,  and  at  fuch  a  feafon,  w^hen  a  month's  confinement 
may  coft  a  man  his  life.  MiniUers  themfelves  aflert  no 
groutuls  for  fuch  a  proceeding  but  fome  loofe  and  general 
fufpicions,  and  then  fay  that  fome  delay  is  neceflary  to  bring 
the  oflFenders,  who  are  confined,  to  juftice,  and  call  upon  the 
Houfe  for  its  further  confidence.  He  called  upon  the  oideft 
members  to  declare,  whether  ever  before  they  heard  in  a 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  a  cafe  of  fuch  atrocity ;  he  con- 
tended that  no  fuch  argument  as  this  was  ever  ufed  in  a  cafa 
of  fach  importance.    He  would  ftill  infill  that  the  power 
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was  tni^ft^rofsly  abufed ;  that  it  was  never  granted  wttfaoist* 
Atificient  documents  before  the  Houfe  unf  tl  laft  feflrao,  and 
(hen  upon  the  report  of  1 798,  as  fome  fubftitute  or  apologf 
for  fiich  proofs.     But  now  there  was  nothing  before  thfeoi 

'  but  the  vague  charge  of  a  fpirit  of  jacobinifm^  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  E»che<|uer) 
faid  may  avail  itfelf  of  the  diArefles  of  the  times.  Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  but  H ft  the  .opinions  of  his  own  friends 
upon  that  point,  he  would  find  to  his  fatisfa£lton  that  tt'is 

.  fj>irit  was  fubdued.  But  fuch  was  the  infatuation  of  fotne 
gentlemen,  that  the  conftitutian  and  jacobinifm  were  put  on 
a  footing,  and  the  one  was  never  to  enoi^e  till  the  idea  of 
the  other  had  vaniflied  altogether.  The  z&  never  was  fuf- 
pended  for  fuch  purpofes  as  the  accidental  rifmg  of  a  mob/ 
the  fetting  of  houfes  on  fire»  or  as  the  remddy'  foir  fioiilar 
commotionsi  but  ever  for  confpiracies  within. th^  realm^  and 
given  them  as  a  power  into  the  hands  .of  government  tdcoun- 
Krad  deep*  defigning^  and  dark  political  combinaUons,  which 
the  laws  in  ordinary,  in  the  firft  inftance,  did  not  reach. "  Tht» 
iadconclufively  was,  that  the  Attorney  General  could  not  no«r 
eafily  extricate  himfelf.  He  was  a  man^.hi^  admitted,  in 
private  life,  of  the  moft  amiable  caft,  fuch  as  would  lead 
bim  10  open  the  prifon-door  to  all  whom  his  polttadl  (ittia- 
lion  compelled  him.  to  (hut  up,  and  againft  whom,  were  thee* 
any  grounds  of  juft  fufpicion,  the  charge  ought  to  be  made 

•  Bow»  in  order  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  proceed  in  itsdecifion. 
Their  conduit  without  fuch  grounds  was  a  fevere  fatire  upoa 
their  deliberations.  This  aS  had  the  aggravation  of  a  t^€W 
claufe,  etiabling  minifters  to  remove  perfons  from  place  to 
place,  attended  with  much  diftrefs  and  vexation*  So  that 
every  man,  as  the  law  now  (lood,  vn»  fubjeft  to  be  fent  to 
the  prifon  in  Cold-bath  Fields,  under  Aris,  the  governor* 
who  was  not  yet  removed  for  his  mal-pradices,  and  wbo^ 
DO  doubt,  would  not  fail  to  get  the  priCon  ready  for  the  in- 
fpe^lion  of  the  commiflio^ers.  Mr.  Tierney  continued  ta 
feprobate  the  hacdfhips  ami  fuSerings  of  men  (hut  up  in  one 
of  the  coldeft  months  of  the  year,  from  the  confolations  of 
their  families,  until  the  a2d  of  January  next,  when  the  Im*, 
pcrial  PaiHamcnt  would  meet — a  proceedings  he  faid,  not 
creditable  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe ;  for  if  ever  there  was 
a  moment  in  which  the  people  (hould  be  treated  with  kind* 
aefc,  it  was  ^he  prefcnt ;  and  this  want  of  kindnefs  was  an 
outrage  upon  the  people-^fpr,  though  the  right  hon.  Gen-- 
tleman  had  fpuk^n  a  little  more  favourable  of  the  people^,  yet 
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this  cottid  be  no  coaipenfaiion  for  the  grievance  of  fuch  cala* 
nttieS'  as  they  weic  fubjefied  to  by  this  fev^re  and  opprefltve 
law— a  izfWt  good  in  the  hands  of  a  prudent  government,  but 
bad)  becaufe  abufed,  in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  miniftersr^ 
On  thefe  topics,  he  urged  the  neocffity  of  recovering,  the  act, 
a6  the  only  mtaaas  of  relieving  men  pining  in  dungeon  prifons, 
sad  amongft  thofei  fome  of  high  ranic,*  pa)-ticularly  one, 
[he  alluded,  it  is  fuppofed,  to  Lord  Cloticurry,  confined  in 
^e  Towev]  againft  virhom  no  charge  viras  even  yel  preferred. 
He  would  not  further  enter  on  the  flhnfy,  miferable  pretences 
on  which  nminifters  prefumed  to  bring  in  this  bill,  but  oppofe 
the  ve«y  firft  pfopofition  for  its  introduction. 

The  Glkmcdlor  •/  tht  Exchiquer  faid,  the  arguments  of  his 
hen.  and  learned  Friend  contained  grounds  fufficierft  for  con* 
tiiMitng  the  bill  fome  (hort  time  beyond  the  id  of  February 
jiext,  in  order  to  fee  then  whether  there  may  be  grounds  for. 
ks  fimhe#  prolongation.  This  was  the  firft;  point ;  the  next 
was  perfenal,  and  referred  to  hirafelf.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
^r.  Tierney)  faid,  that  he  had  fpoken  more  favourably  of 
the  ma&  of  the*  people  than  he  was  accuftomed  to.  -He 
would  a(k  the  honi.  Gentleman,  when  did  he  (the  Chancellor 
4f  the  Exchequer)  tax  them  of  difafiedion  ?  He,.fo  far  from 
taxing  them  with  difaifefiion,  always  faid,  that  they  were, 
ilr  the  mafs,-  loyal  and  affedionate ;  and  all  the  laws  pafled 
Iky  government  affe£ling  the  general  fafeiy  of  the  ftate,  were 
paffed  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  thofe  perfons  who  may 
be  fo  inclined,  from  corrupting  thofe  principles  of  loyalty  and 
:dlMit)n« 

■Mr.  P^rrfvtf/juftified  theconduftand  charafier  of  the  At- 
t<Hrney  General  in  premifing,  that  as  he  was  not  one  of  his 
Majefty's  executive  minifters,  he  was  not  refponfible  in  the 
eafes  of  the  perfons  who  were  c6n5ned,  as  fuch  he  could  not 
be  influenced;  neither  was  he  Attorney  Genctal  at  the  time^ 
of  their  apprehenfion.  On  the  abufe  of  power  charged  upoa 
minifters,  in  committing  men  without  due  information  and 
evidence,  he  (Mr.  Percival)  could  not,  any  more  than  the 
lioti.  Gentleman,  take  upon  him  to  fay  that  it  did  or  did  not 
exift,  as  neither  of  them  heard  any  confeflion  from  miniflers, 
whether  they  were  committed  upon  oath  or  not ;  neither  was 
it '^oper  that  they  (hould,  as  the  object  was  to  conceal  the 
witnefs  and  eviderice  of  the  matter,  until  the  occafton  (hould 
tiatl  it  fprth«  Surely  then,  from  the  duty  of  itiinifters,  which 
wks  fitent  on  the  fubject,  no  fair  inference  could  be  drawn 
agaiaft  their  conduct,  and  the  prefumption  was  in  their 
Jhvour,  as  no  one  heard  them  fay  the  commitments  were  not 

oa 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Dec  z il      WOODFALUS  PMUAMENTAIir  UBPORTSL  jt^ 

on  due  evidence  on  oath«  This  the  boa.  Gehtleman  (MfU 
Tierney)  afliimes  as  a  fzA,  and  argues  on  as  an  abufe.  He 
would  remind  the  Uoufe,  that  when  an  indiSment  waa 
found  againft  O'Connor,  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  think  thai* 
was  fome  room  to  fufpend  this  a£l ;  that  gentleman  had  been 
uied  and  acquitted,  and  now  (lands  charged  for  treafon,  €Hi 
confeffion*  in  Ireland.  He  would  aflc  now,  ought  tfaatgeiKt  . 
tieman  to  be  enlarged,  and  fent  back  to  Ireland  ?  The  wholo 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  arguments  tended  to  ivpeal  thejift 
for  the  Yvintcr  months,  as  too  fevere  to  be  borne  by  ihe  jMri* 
foners,  and  he  thought  that  his  humanity  fliould  have  led 
him  to  move  to  repeal  the  ad  from  the  period  of  the  win^ 
ter*s  commencement.  The  whole  difference  confided  in 
this,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  wanted  to  fepeal  the  law  at 
prefent,  and  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  wanted  fome  little  time 
longer  to  confidcr  of  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  oicafure* 

Mr.  Tierney  oofy  wiflied  to  know,  whether  the  perfoni 
were  confined  on  oath,  or  not,  and  did  not  receiiw  the  namea 
of  their  accufers.  He  had  been  referred  to  the  cafe  of  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  which  he  confulted,  and  thought  the  iff- 
formation  he  required  now  more  neceilary  than  ever. 

Mr.  Baier  faid,  the  queflton  now  debated  wa$  difjpofed  oC 
lad  feflion,  as  the  z8L  was  in  force  to  the  ift  of  rebruarf 
next,  and  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  arguments  go  to  the  repeal 
of  it  now,  and  not  to  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
granting  a  (hort  period  beyond  the  time  of  its  expiratioob. 
He  denied,  as  Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  perfons  confined  for  fe^ 
diiious  pradices  were  languifhing  in  prifon,  andaflertedfOa 
the  contrary,  that  they  were  fuitably  and  comfortably  aocbm* 
modated  in  a  warm  room,  with  fire  and  proper  attention^ 
And  fo  far  did  he  confider  the  bw  from  being  a  libel  on  the 
people,  as  alferted,  that  he  confidered  it  only  as  a  libel  to  fiqr 
that  the  people  of  England  had  any  conne&ion  with  fuch  fe« 
ditious  charadersf^fo  much  he  could  aver^  and  woodefd 
hqw  fuch  prejudices  got  abroad. 

Sir  F.  B.  Jones  faid  the  queftion  was  fimpty  whether  men 
charged  with  no  .crime  fliould  be  longer  detained  in  prifon} 
and  it  was  a  proof  of  their  innocence,  that  after  fe  long  a 

Biriod  of  confinement  they  were  not  brought  ta  trial.  The 
on.  Gentleman  (Mr.  fiaker)exprefledhiswtHiderhow  pre- 
judices gQt  abroad  on  this  fubjed.  He  ^ould  iafornvhim 
ihat^fo  far  from  prejudices  refpeding  the  ftate  of  the  prifoe 
of  Cold-'bath  Fields,  they  were  truths  which  he  offered  te 
pf uve  at  the  baf ,  and  on  which  be  vyould  rifque  ^m  .veracity 
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^  his  chariAer.  .He  further  added,  that  he  (Sir  Francis) 
iinderQocxi'that  thoTe  men  were  not  committed  upon  oath  ; 
•s  fuch  was  the  cafe^  he  would  move  for  the  warrant  of  their 
cofiimitment.;. 

Mt.Percival  explained,  that  no  fuch  inference  could  be 
fairly  drawn,  that  becaufe  MiniAers  were  filent  on  the  parti* 
^  culars  of  that  xommitment,  that  the  perfons  oonfined  were 
*  not  committed  upon  oath  ;  this  was  his  ftatement. 

;^Ir.  Vanftttart  faid,  that  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  William  Wynd- 
bi»m,  k  appeared  the  commitment  need  not  be  upon  oath. — 
The  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes  (for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill)    -    51 
Noes  (Againft  It)     ------      13 

'       FISHERIES. 

Mr.  Ryder^  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  moved, 
that  it  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  perfons  engaged 
H|  the  herring  fishery  (kould  have  fait,  duty  free,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  curing  herrings.  That  ail  perfons  engaged  in  the 
barring  fiQiery  (hould  for  a  limited  time  be  prote^ed  from 
beiog  impreflfed  \n\o  his  Majefty's  fervice;  and  that  the 
bounty  given  upon  pilchards  packed  up  and  prepared  for  ex- 
coriation, fliould  be  allowed  f(ir  all  thofe  intended  for  hom^ 
cenfumption.  Thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  re* 
fort  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

COLO-BATH  VRISQN. 

Sir  /.  B.  Janes  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mtflioners  appointed  to  enouire  into  the  ftate  of  the  prifoii 
in  Cold.baih  Fields. 

Thc^Chancillcr  rftbi  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  no*objedion 
to  the  production  of  fuch  a  report,  on  the  contrary,  he  wiOied 
itjo  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  as  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther fuch  a  report  was  yet  ready  to  be  made,  he  wiffied  the 
bon.  Baronet  would  poftpone  his  motion  for  a  few  days. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

GRENADA  AND  ST.  VINCBNT*S. 

lAr.LuJhi/tghn  prcfcntcd  a  petition  from  feveral  merchants^ 
trading  to  the  iiland  of  St.  Vincent  and  Grenada,  praying  to 
put  off  for  •«  longer  time  the  payment  of  the  inftallraents  on 
the  .loan  of  e;cchequer  bilis.  The  grounds  on  which  this^ 
CreOi  applicant  ion.  was  made  to  Parliament,  Mr.  Lufhington 
Qated  tobejH«l*of«(bc  merchants  not  having  been  as  yet  able 
toreftitiie*  (be  affairs  of  thofe  iflands  lince  the  difturbances 
t^it,  and  confcquently  not  having  it  in  their  power  to 
miike  provilioa  fur:the  repayment  of  the  loan  \  but  they  hac^ 
.♦  already, 
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already,  by  their  induflry,  produced  as  much  fugar  as  pai4 
a  duty  to  governnnent  of  near  two  millions  fterling  ;  and  on 
that  ground  they  conceived  they  were  in  fonoe  degree  entitled 
to  a  farther  indulgence  jon  the  part  of  Parliament. 
Thp  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

PROVISIONS. 

On  the  motion  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  coni* 
mtttee  on  the  poor  relief  bill, 

Mr.  IVeflern  objeded  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  giving 
too  much  p9wer  to  overfeers,  and  becaule  he  conceived  no 
advantage  would  arife  from  it.  Ther.;  was  not  an  article  in- 
tended to  be  ufed  as  a  fubftitute  for  wheat  ivhich  was  not  al- 
ready in  ufe  throughout  the  country  ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  the 
country,  nothing  elfe  was  ufed.  In  remote  counties  the' 
people  preferred  barley  and  oats  to  wheat ;  in.  many  places 
nearer  the  metropolis  nothing  but  wheat  was  ufed,  nor  would 
the  people  confent  to  take  fubftitutes  for  it ;  if  therejfore  all 
thefe  different  kinds  of  grain  were  to  be  mixed  together,, 
fuch  atneafure  would  difpleafe  both  parties;  it  would  dif* 
pleafe  thofe  who  lived  on  inferior  corn,  by  raifing  the  price, 
of  it ;  and  thofe  who  lived  folely  on  wheat^  by  giving  them 
food  which  they  did  not  like.  .    ' 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  this  meafure  wotUd  create  great  dif- 
content  in  the  country.  No  reafon  had  been  given  to  (bew 
that  the  poor  were  not  ready  to  buy  any  wholefome  food 
which  might  be  offered  them  for  fale  ;  and  if  this  bill  had  a 
tendency  to  raife  the  price  of  inferior  food,  it  niuft  certainly 
create  difcontent.  He  merely  threw  out  this  as  an  opinion 
which  he  hoped  would  beconfidered  by  thofe  gentlemen  who 
brought  the  bill  forward :  but  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
give  any  oppofition  to  a  meafure  which  he  knew  was  intro- 
duced with  the  beft  intentions  and  wiihes  for  alleviating  the 
cfidrefs  of  the  poor. 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  price  of 
that  kiiui  of  grain  which  was  intended  to  be  ufed  as  a 
fubftitute   for  wheat,   could  not    be  ralfed   by  any    other 
means  except  that  of  bringing  it  into  more  general  con- 
(umption ;  and  if  the  prefent  bill  had  fuch  an  effe£t,  the 
befits  .to  the  publi^^puft  be  confiderablv  increafed.     ir 
thofe"  fniTerior  kinds   of  grain  were  not  much  confumed 
iQ.  proportion  to  wheal,  they   ought    to  be  confumed  in 
grater  abundance,  and  by  thofe  perfons  who  were  in  the  ^ 
faabtt&of  uAng  wheat,     This  iDuft  appear-ilill  morq  necefTary,  , 
when  it  was  con fidered  that j  while  a  cpnfiderable  deficiency 
loofc place  in  the  crop  of  wheat  of  laft  vcar,  the  crops  of  bar- 
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ley  «nd  odts  did  not  fall  (hort  of  therr  average  quantity  ;  ancf 
that  the  quantity  remaining  for  food  muft  be  eonfiderably  in* 
creafed  by  the  Itoppage  of  diftilteries ;  and  the  eWi&%  vVhhrh 
bit  Majefty's  proclamdtion  would  produce,  by  diminifliitig 
the  quantity  of  oats  ufually  given  to  hotfes.  He  traded  that 
when  the  meafures  recommended  in  that  proclamation  wotdd 
come  to  be  put  in  pradice — when  aflbciations  (hould  be  form- 
ed through  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  refolutions  entered 
into  to  adhere  to  thofe  plans  of  economy,  that  they  would 
produce  the  happieft  effe£^s.  There  was  in  the  country  an 
abtmdance  of  fubftitutes,  and  it  was  only  neceHary  to  mak« 
them  more  generally  efed.  Great  expe6Uitions  might  be 
formed  from  the  increafed  quantities  of  fiQi  which  were  ex- 
peded  ;  and  dill  more  from  an  abundant  importation  of  rice, 
which  would  conditute  an  excelFent  fubditute  for  wheat. 
The  obje£i  of  this  bill  was  not  merely  that  thofe  Articles  in<t 
tended  to  be  ufed  as  fubditutes  ihould  be  confumed,  but  that 
they  fliould  be  equally  didributed  through  all  parts  of  the 
country.  As  to  the  quedion  whether  the  operation  of  this 
meafure  could  be  cifedual  without  legiflative  interference, 
and  whether  the  influence  and  example  of  country  gentlemen 
would  be  fufficient  to  make  fubditutes  more  generally  ufed  j 
he  mud  obferve  that  there  were  many  parts  of  the  kingdom 
where  country  gentlemen  did  not  reftde.  He  certainly  did 
not  think  it  dedrable  to  leave  the  management  of  this  bu- 
finefs  wholly  to  the  overfeers  of  parifhes ;  but  gentlemen  mud 
perceive  that  thefe  were  under  the  immediate  controul  of 
magidrates,  and  that  therefore  no  great  appreheufions  were 
to  be  entertained  that 'they  would  abufe  the,power  veded  in 
them.  The  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  country  was  one  which 
called  for  great  exertions,  and  for  the  adoption  of  every  pre- 
caution that  could  be  fafely  made  ufe  of.  The  more  he 
viewed  this  fubjed,  the  more  confident  he  was,  that,  with 
exertions  made  on  a  found  fydem  of  prudent  management, 
the  difficulties  the  country  at  prefent  laboured  under  would 
vanidi :  ihe  difficulties  were  great,  but  the  country  had 
abundant  means  to  meet  them.  But  if  the  Houfe  (hould  be 
occupied  in  difcuffing  little  dtfflcuhtes  and  minuter  details, 
they  would  only  encreafe  indead  of  lefleningihe  real  difficulr- 
ties  of  the  country,  and  obdrud  the  execution  of  thof^  mea- ' 
fares  that  went  to  alleviate  them.  .  '  '•* 

Mr.  Shaw  Lifivre  was  fure  that  in  'the  execution  of  the 
bilU  every  reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  zeal  and  a<5livitjr 
of  magidrates,  than  whom  no  fet  of  men  were  more  ho-  - 
pourable  or  more  ufeful  to  the  cuuntry. 

The 
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The  Houfe  then  rcfolved  itfcif  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  fevcral  daufcs  were  propofed  and  adopted. ,  When  the 
Houfe  was  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 

PI7RACOA. 

The  Hoqfe  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  came  to  a 
refolntion  that  the  Chairman  be  inftruded  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  making  the  port  of  Am(lerdaai»  in  the 
Ifland  of  Cura9oa,  a  free  port.  The  Houfe  afterwards  agreed 
to  the  KepotX,  and  leave  was  given— Adjourned. 

l^ift  of  the  minority  on  the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
a  bill  for  the  further  fufpenGpn  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad. 
Brogdqn,  J.  Robfon,  R.  B. 

Grey,  C.  Stuart,  C, 

Jtykell,  J.  Sheridan,  R.  Q. 

Jefferys,  N*  Tufton,  Hon.  H. 

Martin,  J.  Ticrncy,  Q, 

'  Nicholls,J. 

TELLERS. 

Robhoufc,  R.     .  Jolliift,  Wt 

HOUSE   OF   LORD§. 

FRiPAY,   D«C  12. 

^Tbc  bills  upon  the  table  wcjre  read  a  ftage  each. 

The  Nova  Scotia  herrinc;  fifliery  bill,  and  the  bill  for  afcer* 
taining  the  population  of  Great  Brjtaint  &c.  went  through 
fommittees  of  tlie  wliole  Houfe,  The  Lord  Chancellor  pro- 
pofed a  variety  of  amendments  in  the  latter^  which  were  feve« 
r?Uy  agreed  to,  and  thp  report  ordered  to  be  received  next  day. 

Earl  Camden  moved,  That  a  meflage  be  fent   to  the  Com«t 
a^ons,  requiring  a  copy  of  the  fecond  report  of  their  committee 
on  that  part  of  his  Msycfty^sfpccch  which  relates  to  the  dearth 
of  provifions  — Ordered. 
» .   Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  oFcOMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    DSC.  1%, 

.   An  account  of  the  funded  debt,  from  the  year  1700  to  the 
year  rSoo,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

HABEAS  CORBUS  ACT. 

The  Attorney  General  brought  in  the  bill  for  the  further 

fufpeufion  of  the  habeas  Corpus  Af>,  which  was  read  a  fit  ft 
^iqie  i  and^ 

Sf2  Oa 
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On  the  motion  that  it  be  read  a  fecond  time, 
Mr.  Jolltffe  rofc  to  oppofe  the  farther  progi-efs  of  the  Bill. 
He  could  not  fee  that  Minifters  had  produced  any  Cafe  which 
could  juilify  a  meafure  whofe  operation  was  to  be  as  important 
as  this  was  ;  nor  could  he  allow  that  the  leniency  with  which 
U  had^bcen  hhherto  exercifed  was  any  good  argument  fci*  its 
'  further  continuance,  unlefs  fuch  a  cafe  was  prcfentcd  to  the 
Houfe.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  prcfent  Minifters  were 
difpofed  to  bel  lenient  in  the  e^crcife  of  that  power  with  which 
the  meafure  vcf\s  them ;  but  they  might  foon  feel  it  ncccffary 
to  rclinquiih  their  prcfent  ftation,  and  •others  who  fuccecded 
them  might  not  be  difpofed  to  cxcrcife  this  power  with  a  fimi* 
difcrction  But  they  Would  have  juft  the  fame  right  as  Mini* 
fters  now  have  to  require  fach  a  meafure  on  their  mere  aflcr- 
tions  of  its  ncceffity,on  the  fame  claim  of  confidence  which  was 
I10W  demaf:ded.  If  in  this  way  the  meafure  was  always  'to  be 
adopted  on  fuch  affertions  and  confidence*  thcfufpcnGon  might 
jjomlnuc  for  an  Indefinite  period,  fmce  fuch  pretexts  would 
never  be  wanting  to  thofc  then  in  power.  Allowing  that  Mi- 
nifters have  not  grofsly  abufed  the  right,  -it  was  ft  ill  to  be  rccol- 
le&ed  that  Engliihmen  were  at  this  moment  detained  in  foli-» 
tary  confinement,  without  the  opportunity  of  communication 
with  their  friends,  again  ft  whom  no  regular  charge  had  been 
prefented  ;  andj  confidering  that  the  propofed  meafure  opena 
the  road  for  the  introduflion.of  fuch  cafes  to  any  given  extent, 
he  could  not  allow  that  any  meafure  which  could  be  fo  eai^Iy 
abufed  ought  to  be  adopted  without  a  clear  and  alarming  danger 
againft  which  it  was  to  provide. 

-  The  Attomty  General  in  reply  faid,  that  he  had  not  thought 
Jtneceffary  to  enter  into  any  fpccific  ftatements  rcfpcfting  the 
circumftances  which  appeared  to  him  to  call  for  the  farther  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Afi,  bccaufe  he  conceived  theneceffity  of  this  to 
be  apparent,  and  fuch  as  every  Gentlemen's  reflections  would 
fuggeft  to  his  mind.  If,  under  the  prefent  fcarcity  which  pre- 
vails, and  which  is  the  fubjciS  of  fad  experience,  he  had  come 
forward  with  any  meafure  whofe  objedl  was  to  alleviate  itsp^ef- 
fure,  he  (hould  .not  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  induce  the 
Houfe  to  embrace  the  meafure,  to  have  proved  that  the  fcarcity 
really  exifted.  On  the  fame  principle,  when  the  Houfe  had»- 
by  its  former  decifions,  clearly  admitted  the  grounds  of  the  pre-i 
fent  bill,  he  had  not  judged  it  rcquifite  to  fecure  a  reception 
to  his  motion,  to  go  over  a  review  of  what  was  within  the 
fphere  of  every  Member's  knowledge.  From  a  con  virion  that 
the  Members  of  the  Houfe  were  firmly  perfuaded  of  its  neceffi- 
ly,  he  had  not  wi(hed  to  t^ke  up  time  by  any  long  arguments 

to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


D€C. !».]         WOODPALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  917 

to  influence  their  opinion  in  favour  of  the  meafure.  It  was  in 
this  view  that  he  had  made  hrs  motion  in  the  way  to  whicli 
fome  Qentiemen  fo  much  objeded ;  and  believing,  as  he  did. 
that  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  had  a  ftrongfenfeof-the  fccaritj 
which  the  meafure  had  already  aflFordedy  he  could  not  difcera 
the  propriety  of  going  into  any  length  of  argument  to  prevail 
on  them  to  continue  its  operation  for  a  month  after  the  ift  of 
February,  to  allow  fuU  time  to  drfcufs  the  expediency  of  its  far- 
ther continuance  or  its  repeal.  On  the  divifion  it  had  appear? 
ed  that  he  was  not  midaken  in  this  belief,  and  that  the  majority 
of  the  Houfe  faw»  frocq  their  own  reflexions  on  the  (late  of  the 
country,  that  fuch  a  delay  was  fuch  as  true  policy  diftated. 
He  was  farther  convinced,  that  at  this  moment  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  England  were  thankful  to  MiniAers  for  thofc 
meafures  of  precaution  in  faving  the  Conftitution,  which  they 
had  been  faifely  accufed  of  a  widii  or  dcfign  to  deflroy. 

Mr.  Rofe  thdught  the  queflion  was  fimply,  whether  if, 
from  the  tinae  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  meeting  to  the  period 
when  the  Bill  would  expire,  there  was  too  little  time  fully  to 
difculs  the  propriety  bf  its  future  repeal  or  farther  continuance, 
it  was  not  expedient  to  agree  to  the  fufpenfion  now  propoied  r 
For  his  part  he  thought  that  the  intervening  fpace  was  tOQ 
fliort  for  the  cool  conbderation  of  the  meafure  in  an  extenfive 
view ;  and  therefore  he  fiiould  fupport  a  Bill  whofe  only. ob- 
ject, in  the  flrl^  inftance,  was  to  leave  room  for  a  full  and  fair 
difcuflion  of  the  'whole  merits  of  the  queftion.  Even  in  a 
Britifh  Parliament,  in  common  circumftances,  he  thought  the 
period  inadequate  for  tlie  purpofe,  but  more  efpecially  was  it  ib 
when,  under  the  circumftances  in  which  the  Imperial  Parliv 
ment  woiild  meet,  fo  much  time  would  neceflarily  be  taken 
up  in  forrhs. 

*  Mr.  Hahhoufe  ftrongly  reprobated  the  meafure.  He  was 
aftonifhcd  that  the  Right  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentle- 
roan  (the  Attorney  General)  (hould  attempt  to  defend  it  by 
any  pretence  of  the  notoriety  of  the  circumftances  which  juf- 
ttfied  the  meafure,  or  talk  of  reflmg  it  entirely  on  an  appeal  ta 
the  feelings  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe.  If  any  thing  like 
a  fpeciflc  detail  of  circumftances,  if  any  thing  in  the  form  of  a 
Report  had  been  prcfented,  which  pointed  out  the  exiftence  of 
any  feditious  focieties  in  the  country,  or  explained  the  proba* 
hility  of  any  invafion  about  to  take  place,^here  might  then  be 
feme  plaufibie  ground  for  br'mging  forward  the  bill;  but  in  the 
abfence  of  all  detail,  of  all  proofs,  of  all  circumftances,  it  wai 
abfuni '  to  prefent  a  Motion  fo  ferious  and  important,  on  fuch 
fenci^l  indefinite  grounds.     He  could  not  as  a  Aifember  of 
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parliament,  confcnt  to  a  meafure  which  in  fad  fufpcnded  alC 
the  operation  of  the  conftitution  in  proteding  ihc  liberty  of 
the  fubjcft,  unlefs  the  arguments  for  it  were  fully  and  diftinft-r 
Jy  eJiplained.  On  behalf  of  the  perfons  now  confined  unde^ 
the  operation  of  that  meafur^,  h^  felt  himfcif  bound  to  alk, 
Vhy  their  detention  was  to  be  delayed  till  after  the  meeting 
of  thfc  Imperial  Parliament;  and  why  the  ?aufes  of  their  de- 
tention (hoald  not  now  pnd^rgo  ^difcuflTion,  which,  according 
to  the  confeflSon  of  Mi"»ftcrs,  wa$  (o  tal^e  plac^  a$  fopu  as  that 
Parliament  was  affcmblcd. 

Mr.  Joltiffe  faid,  his  objedlion  went  chiefjy  to  fhcw  ih^ 
foundation  would  be  laid  by  this  pi^oceeding  for  fufpencjing  the 
ASt  in  future  on  every  trifling  occafion. 

^fr,  Martin  faid  he  hoped  to  be  cx?ufcd  if  he  cxprcflc4 
bimfelf  with  warmih  on  this  fnbjeqt.  ^e  had  not  to  boaft  of 
baving  noble  blood  \n  his  veins,  but  he  trufted  he  had,  what 
was  he  prized  not  Icfs,  a  true  EngliO^  feelipg  of  abhorrence 
againfl  opprcfGon ;  and  thercfpre  he  could  ^jot  help  faying, 
that  this  meafure  was  utterly  inconCftent  w}th  the  freedom  of 
Eiigliihmep.  He  was  forry  he  (;ould  not  go  along  with  mi* 
niffcrs  in  t^eir  meafures,  aiicj  he  voted  againft  ihem,  not 
tc^aufe  he  thought  ihey  were  dcftitute  of  abilities,  but  bc-i 
caafe  thefc  abilities  were  mifappli^d  to  purpofes  deftructivq 
to  the  interefls  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Shridan  contended  jhat  it  ^ould  not  ^e  too  pftep  re- 
pcatc^d,  that  a  meafure  like  the  pr^fent  could  be  juftified,  not 
on  the  general  ground  of  allegations,  but  folely  on  the  pro- 
duction of  a  ilrong  fpecific  cafe  of  a  great  danger,  fox  vvhicU 
It  was  calculated  to  act  as  a  remedy.  Forinerly  minifters  ha4 
prefented  ^  reply  containing  fomething  like  a  plaufible  ground^ 
for  the  adoption  of  the  meafure,  but  now  tl\ey  di^  not  pre*  . 
tcvA  to  produce  any  thing  which  proved  that  the  circum^ 
fiances  of  the  country  called  for  it,  but  fatisRed  themfelves 
with  mere  general  afTcrtions.  They  endeavoured  to  juftify  it 
not  by  any  thing  drawn  particularly  from  the  (late  of  tho 
country,  but  called  upon  the  members  of  the  Houfe  to  lool^ 
abroad  to  the  (late  of  the  Continent,  to  (ind  reafons  for  its 
adoption.  By  this  they  certainly  meant  to  intimate  that  till 
the  fpirit  of  republicanifm  was  deftroyed,  till  the  republican 
form  of  government  was  extinguifhed,  the  people  of  this  ' 
country  were  not  to  expect  the  reftoration  of  that  act  whicU 
was  the  foundation  of  ail  their  rights,  the  very  eifenceof  tbeiv 
conftitution.  If  this  was  not  the  meaning  of  the  lahguage 
of  miniflers  qiv  Uiis  fubject^  it  had  no  meaning  at  all.     Thei^ 
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language  with  regard  to  the  poftponetnent  of  the  difcuHioa 
on  this  mcaPurey  till  the  arrival  of  the  IriOi  members,  fecmed 
to  imply  that  at  prefent  there  were  no  fugicient  grounds  for 
the  continuation  of  the  repeal  within  their  knowledge,  but 
that  new  light,  new  facts  might  be  derived  from  the  know- 
ledge of  thcfe  hundred  Irifti  gentlemen.  But  after  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  thcfe  gentlemen,  what  can  they  know  of 
which  the  Houfe  were  not  already  in  poffeffion,  or  what  in- 
formation can  be  communicated  to  them  to  which  they  have 
not  had  accefs,  on  which  they  are  to  found  an  opinion. 
on  this  fubjeft  ?     If  they  were  told  that  the  (late  of  Europe 

i'liftified  the  mcafure,  they  had  been  in  pofleflion  of  ail  the 
knowledge  which  this  could  prefent,  and  it  had  not  induced 
tliem  to  adopt  the  meafure  which  it  was  the  objeqt  of  the  bill 
to  continue.  Unlcfs,  therefore,  all  the  details  formerly  pre<^ 
fented,  and  all  the  information  which  former  reports  con*. 
iained«  were  to  be  fubmittcd  tq  their  infpection  when  the 
meafure  came  to  be  difcufled,  it  was  impofllble  to  fee  how^ 
they  could  form  a  correct  opinion ;  and  as  it  was  not  pretended 
that  fuch  information  was  to  be  fubmitted,  the  pretence  for 
delay  till  their  arrival  was  altogr^her  abfurd.  To  indtice  the. 
members  of  the  parliament  of  I  reland  to  accede  to  the  Union^ 
the  advantages  of  the  Britifli  conftitutioo  had  been  held  out» 
but  it  would  be  (Irange,  indeed,  that  they  (houkl  be  called 
upon  to  decide,  on  their  firft  arrival,  on  the  repeal  of  an  act 
by  which  all  thcfe  bleflings  were  fecured.  It  wouId.be 
ft  range  if,  after  contrading  the  advantages  of  liberty  and. 
order  with  the  horrors  of  fedition  and  treafon,  they  Ihould  bo. 
invited  to  difcufs  the  expediency  of  fufpendiiig  the  operatjoa 
of  the  act  which  gave  fecurity  to  that  liberty  and  order.  The 
arguments  from  the  (late  of  the  country  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure  appeared  to  be,  if  poffible,  dill  more  ilrange  and 
inconclufive.  The  fplrit  of  patience  with  which  the  people 
had  fubmirted  to  the  fevered  privations  which  human  nature 
Can  endure,  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution,. 
under  circumdances  fo  peculiarly  trying  to  their  firmnefs  and 
fidelity,  were  fuch  as  to  place  their  principles  above  fuQpi- 
dbn,  and  to  fuperfcde  all  meafures  of  precaution,  involving. 
Confequenccs  fu  dangerous  as  thofe  whicbnecefTarily  re&ilted 
ftojn  the  meafure  propofed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  argued,  that  though  the 

honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  ISherldanJ  might  think   there 

was  nothing  in  the  date  of  the  country  at  prefent  to  jjidify. 

the  meafure,'"  itis  was  no  fatisf^c^ory^  reafon  wiiy  t^c  Houle 

.     '•  .        .....:      ^  '   Ibould 
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(hould  not  continue  that  precaution^  whlcti  they  had  for* 
merly  held  to  be  neceflary,  and  of  the  beneficial  efiects  of 
which  they  were  fully  convinced.  That  honourable  Gen- 
tlemstn'  had  contended  when  the  bill  was  fird  introduced,  that 
a  bill  fo  violent  and  fo  dangerous  was  not  called  for  by  the 
circumflaitces  of  the  country,  and  if  the  Houfe  thought  his 
opinion  was  then  erroneous,  they  could  not  give  much  weight 
to  his  prefent  objection,  founded  on  a  flmilar  aflfertion.  The 
real  queftion  at  prefent  appeared  to  be,  whether  a  fpecific 
and  pointed  cafe  was  neceflfary  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  to 
judify  the  motion,  or  whether  the  general  feelings  and 
knowledge  of  gentlemen,  with  regard  to  the  flate  of  the 
country,  was  not  a  fufHcient  juftification  of  the  continuance 
of  meafures  of  precaution;  the  lad  feemed  to  be  amply  fuf* 
fictent  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  fuch  a  meafure  under 
the  prefent  exiftingcircumdances.  It  was  certainly  true  that 
hy  precaution,  the  progrefs  of  dangerous  principles  had  been 
weakened,  and  the  influence  of  fedition  had  been  materially 
counteracted.  But  would  the  honourable  Gentleman  fay, 
that  at  a  oioment  when  the  date  of  the  country  was  fo 
alarming,  there  were  no  parties  ready  to  take  advantage 
tf  the  public  diflrefs,  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  people 
from  their  duty  ?  Would  he  alTert  that  at  a  crifis  when  the 
|>arttzans  of  jacobinifm  are  on  the  watch  to  make  the  fpirit 
cf  the  people  fubfervient  to  their  defigns,  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  fufpend  a  meafure  of  precaution  which  had  been 
found  effectual  in  defeating  their  malignant  purpofes  ?  Be- 
caufe  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  had  faved  the  country  from 
that  mifery,  and  thofe  horrors  which  had  been  witnefled  in 
other  countries,  or  to  guard  againil  which  the  mod  violent 
fiieafures  had  been  found  necefTary,  for  want  of  timely  acts 
of  prevention,  at  a  time  when  difaffection  had  ever  been  mod 
active  in  every  country,  was  the  watchfulnefs  of  govern- 
ijfitnt  to  fubfide  I  This  woiild  be  to  reverfe  all  the  wifef^ 
principles  of  policy  whicti  could  govern  a  date. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  had  dated  various  objections 
to  delaying  the  general  difculfion  of  the  bill  till  the  meeting 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  feemed  unable  to  conceive 
how  Parliament  at  prefent  were  not  fully  adequate  to  this 
difcuflion.  It  was  not  meant  to  be  aflerted  that  the  Houfe 
abfoltitely  required  the  aflidance  of  the  Irifh  roeqnbers  to  dif- 
cufs  the  fubject ;  but  it  was  fairly  enough  imagined,  that  in 
irgard  to  a  meafure  of  fuch  importance  to  the  whole  empirOf 
a  final  refolution  ought  not  to  be  hadUy  adopted^  but  that  the 

advantage 
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advantage  of  their  information  might  be  added  to  what  was 
now  pofleiTedy  to  facilitate  the  conclufloh  which  would  be 
formed  about  the  term  of  its  farther  continuance  beyond  the 
fixed  lime  now,  or  the  expediency  of  its  repeal.  But  it  had 
been  farther  argued,  that  by  calling  on  the  irifls  members  to 
accede  to  the  meafurc,  would  be  to  call  on  them  to  give  up  ail 
the  advantages  held  out  to  them  wheti  the  Union  was  propofed. 
But  did  gentlemen  who  argued  thus,  recolledl  that  it  was 
under  the  adual  repeal  of  this  very  ad,  it  was  under  iht 
adual  exiftence  of  thofe  fedition  and  treafon  laws,  which  had 
been  fo  much  the  fubjeds  of  declamation  and  abufe,  that  the 
advantages  of  an  Union  were  propofed  and  accepted,  and 
.  therefore  the  difappointraent  they  would  feel  at  feeing  their 
privileges  curtailed  would  not  be  fuch  as  was  reprefented  ?— - 
They  would  ftill  be  able  clearly  to  difcern,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  the  happinefs  held  out  to  them  by  the  participa* 
cion  of  the  Britifh  contUtution,  and  to  appreciate  the  advan-> 
tage  of  fecurity,  tranquillity  and  peace,  contrafied  viith  the 
horrors  of  diforder,  tumult,  and  civil  war. 

Mr.  Grey  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  advert  to  the  mifre* 
prefentations  of  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  on  his  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  refpeding  thechange  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  temper  and  fpirit  of  the  people.  It  had  been  af^ertad 
that  they  had  always  denied  the  exigence  of  any  fpirit  of  dif* 
affedion  in  the  country,  and  it  had  been  thence  inferred  that 
the  opinion  they  now  held  was  for  that  reafon  to  be  the  lefs 
regarded. — But  this  was  not  the  argument  which  they  had 
formerly  held  on  the  fubjed :  it  had  never  been  meant  to  be 
denied  that  a  fpirit  of  difaffedlion  had  formerly  prevailed  to  a 
certain  degree  ;  but  what  was  maintained  was,  that  this  fpirit 
hever  did  prevail  to  that  alarming  extent  as  to  jultify  the 
adoption  of  a  meafure  fo  violent  as  that  now  under  difcuiflon. 
The  argument  now  held  was,  that  even  this  portion'of  difaf- 
fcflion  which  was  formerly  admitted  to  exift,  and  which  mi- 
nifters  had  magnified  to  ferve  as  a  pretext  for  their  unconfti- 
tutional  ads,  had  now  fubfided,  and  that  even  thefe  pretexts 
no  longer  exifted  to  judify  their  perfeverance  in  fuch  mea« 
fnres.  But  the  Houfc  had  been  told  that  timely  precautions 
had  given  fecurity  to  our  rights,  and  faved  us  from  thofe 
horrors  of  revolution  which  had  filled  the  neighbouring 
countries  with  diforder  and  mifery.  At  diflFerent  times  dif^ 
ferent  pretences  had  been  ufed  to  reconcile  the  people  to  the 
plans  of  thofe  poifcfling  the  adminil^ration  of  the  country. 
Formerly  the  people  had  been  t;iught  ta  look  to  liberty  and 
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independence  as  their  nnbleft  privileges ;  and  now  ihcy  were 
called  upon  to  be  thankful  for  fecurity,  and  prtfervaiioit 
froni  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  by  means  of  tneafures  of  pre- 
caution. But  in  looking  to  the  revolutions  of  flares,  it  ap- 
peared that  precaution  never  had  faved  a  government  from  de- 
ftrudlion.  Was  it  a  want  of  precaution  which  had  produced 
the  overthrow  of  the  ancient  defpoiifm  of  France  f  Or  was 
it  not  rather  the  iron  hand  of  defpotifm  which  had  prelTcd  on 
the  people  with  fuch  weight  as  to  excite  them  to  defpcration, 
and  drive  them  on  to  that  revolution  which  had  exhibited  fuch 
fcenes  of  horror?  It  was  an  old  remark,  but  one  which 
was  juflified  by  the  hiftory  of  every  age,  that  it  was  never 
the  defire  of  change,  but  the  weight  of  oppreflion,  which 
leads  any  people  to  with  for  a  revolmion  in  the  government. 
Minifters,  however,  feemed  to  reverfc  ihis  maxim,  and  by 
their  condufl  appeared  to  be  convinced  that  the  betl  way  to 
reprefs  fedition,  was,  by  keeping  people  in  prifon,  without 
attempting  openly  toeflabliih  their  guilt.  But  it  is  faid  that 
minifters  had  grounds  for  thefe  ads,  and  that  the  reports  pre* 
fented  to  the  Houfe  contained  clear  proofs  of  the  exigence  of 
dangerous  combinations.  Much  indeed  had  been  faid  cf  fuch 
combinations  ;  but  was  it  not  the  bed  proof  that  they  had  no 
exigence,  or  at  leaft  that  they  did  not  poflefs  the  formidable 
charader  attributed  to  them,  that  perfons  taken  up  under  thefe 
very  reports  have,  for  years,  languilhed  in  dungeons,  though 
their  convidion  might  have  thrown  light  on  the  whole  coa- 
fpiracy,  if  any  fuch  had  Been  in  exiftence  ? 

He  did  not  with  at  prefent  to  repeat  the  objeflions  he  had 
formerly  ufed  againft  the  Union.  But  though  he  was  far 
from  being  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  advantage  from  the  mea- 
Aire,  he  was  anxious  that  the  Iri(h  members  (hould  be 
aflimilated  to  the  prefent  members  of  «he  Houfe,  and  that 
Ireland  and  England  (hould  become  one  in  object  and  in  end. 
There  appeared,  however',  to  be  llrong  reafons  why  we 
fhould  fettle  our  queftionsof  general  policy,  previous  to  their 
arrival,  and  that  they  would  join  in  the  difcuflion  of  fuch 
fubjects  with  much  more  effect  when  they  became  more  fa- 
miiiarifed  to  the  manners,  to  the  habits,  and  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  people  of  this  country.  It  had  been  fre- 
quently faid  in  the  courfe  of  this  fcffion,  that  the  people 
looked  with  anxiety  and  hope  to  the  proceedings  of  Pariia* 
mcnt,  and  if  this  was  really  true,  it  was  of  high  importance 
that  the  Houfe  fliould  do  nothing  to  difappoint  their  cxpec- 
Wions*     It  had  been  aflced,  if  at  a  lime  when  the  people  arc 
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labouring  under  a  preifure  fo  fevere  as  the  prefent,  meafures 
of  fecurity  aiul  precaution  ought  to  ceafe  ?  If  there  could  be  ' 
a  (Ironger  argument  than  anoiher  derived  from  any  flate  of. 
fociety  againft  har(h  meafurts,  it  mu(t  arife  from  the  prefent 
dlflrefs  under  which  the  people  groaned.  What  could  the 
people  expect,  if>  in  addition  to  meafures  having  the  appear- 
ance of  harihnefs,  the  Houfe  fliould  fan£lion  a  meafure 
which  fufpenc^d  their  mo(l  valuable  rights^  and  put  them,  as 
it  were,  without  the  pale  of  the  conditution?  In  a  ftate  of 
privation  and  fuiFcring  like  the  prefent,  it  was  furely  the 
dictate  of  enlightened  policy  to  extend  indulgence  to  the 
people,  and  to  attach  them  to  the  government  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude,  and  the  confcioufnefs  ot  obligation.  By  adopt- 
ing meafures  of  an  oppofite  caft,  there  ^yas  a  danger  that  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  might  be  cooled,  and  that  from  coolnefs 
might  fpring  a  violent  irritation  of  fpirit^  which  might  ter- 
minate in  dangerous 'difaffeflion. 

Lord  Hawk^sbiiry  thought  that  from  the  loyalty  which  had 
diftinguilhcd  the  great  tnafs  of  the  people  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  diftrefs,  an  inference  might  be  drawn, 
i)Ot  againft  meafures  of  precaution,  as  fome  gentlemen 
thought,  but  in  favour  of  their  continuance,  fince  it  was 
under  their  operation  It  had  beep  fo  fignally  difplayed.  He 
then  went  over  the  grounds  on  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  enlarged.  After  which  the  gallery  was 
cleared,  and  on)the  divifion  there  appeared  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing. Ayes 50— Noes  1 1. 

Sir  Francis  Burdettj  agreeably  to  the  notice  he  had  given, 
moved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jedy,  praying  that  he  would  be  graciopfly  pteafcd  to  give 
directions  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  the 
report  made  by  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  his  Majcfty 
,  to  enquire  into  the  (late  of  the  Cold  Bath-ficlds  prifon,  toge« 
ther  with  a  copy  of  th^Lr  commiflion. — Agreed  to. 

Mr,  Manning  moved  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  account 
prefented  a  few  days  ago  to  theHoufpof  the  quantity  cf 
Dank  notes  in  circulation,  &c.  on  account  of  a  clerical  error, 
which  rendered  that  account  unintelligible. — Agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  further  time  to  be  limited* 
the  alien  bill. 

On  the  motion  pf  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer ^  lej\ve 
was  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  foniiuuing  further  live 
Davy  and  army  fedu^ion  bill. 
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Leave  was  alfo  granted,  to  bringin  a  bill  fafthcr  to  explain 
ahd  amend  the  land-tax  redemption  bill. 

Mr.  NichoUs  then  rofe  to  bring  forward  his  promiPed 
motion  refpefling  the  interference  of  Peers  in  the  elec- 
tion of-  members  of  the  Houfe  'of  Commons.  This  inter- 
ference, he  contended,  was  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  an  infradion  of  the  conditution — and  he  was 
confident  he  fliould  be  able  to  prove  it  a  high  crime  and 
mifdemeanour.  Should  he  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  convince 
the  Houfe  of  the  truth  of  this  propofitiony  then  no  doubt 
ineafures  would  be  adopted  to  prevent  this  crime  in  future  ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  this  interference  was  not  to  be  pro* 
nounced  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  by  the  Houfe^ 
then  the  law  would  be  afcertained,  and  thofe  Peers  who  pof- 
Tefs  that  power  would  be  at  liberty  to  ftigmatize,  as  Jaco- 
bins, thofe  who  (hould  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  it.  *The 
learned  gentleman  then  proceeded  to  juftify  his  motion  on 
the  authority  of  the  old  law-books  of  the  country,  from  the 
time  of  Henry  III.  and  of  the  moft  acknowledged  writers 
on  the  BriUlh  conftituiion.  He  next  adverted  to  the  confe- 
deracy which  had  been  formed  by  certain  great  families  to 
controul  the  crown,  a  confederacy  which  was  oppofcd  and 
broken  by  Lord  Bute,  whofe  oppofition  to  it,  had  it  now  been 
exerted,  would  have\irawn  upon  him  the  odious  appellation 
of  a  Jacobin  from  thofe  noble  peers  who  alTumed  the  power 
againd  which  he  was  contending.  Their  machinations  to 
controul  their  Sovereign,  the  learned  Gentleman  Cbmpared  to 
the  confpiracy  of  the  Gods  to  dethrone  Jupiter,  who,  accord* 
i>ig  to  the  fable,  called  in  Briareus,  with  his  hundred  hands, 
(the  people  ,  to  enable  him  to  oppofe  and  defeat  their  ambi- 
tious fchemes.  The  learned  Gentlenian  concluded  by  inti- 
mating, that  if  the  motion  was  adopted,  he  Ihonld  follow  it 
up  by  another — fur  appointing  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
beft  means  of  preventing  the  repetition  of  the  crime  to  which 
he  had  been  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  He  then 
moved.  That  it  (hould  be  regarded  as  a  high  crime  and  mif- 
demeanour in  fuch  Peers  as  (hould  concern  thcrofelves  in  the 
eledion  of  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Mr.  Rohjon  feconded  the  motion. 

'Y\i^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtr  K^^tvitA^  \\i2A,  the  Houfe 
and  the  country  could  not  be  but  little  intereOed  in  the  fabu- 
lous (lory  of  Briareus ;  it  wasbis  opinion  that  what  more  ur- 
g^tly  and  materially  concerned  it  (hould  be  attended  to.  He 
would  therefore  move  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be  now 
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This  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  proceeded  in  a 
committee  to  take  into  confideratton  the  fecond  report  of  the 
prcfent  high  price  of  provifions,  when 

Mr,  Rydif^  after  enumerating  the  great  advantages  that 
would  refylt  from  eftablilhing  focietles  in  different  parts  of 
tjhe  kingdom,  fimilar  to  that  formed  in  the  metropolis  for 
meliorating  the  condition  of  the  poor,  and  for  forming  de- 
pots of  herrings  and  other  kinds  of  fifli  in  provincial  places, 
fuch  as  Hull,  Liverpool,  Bridol,  &c.  concluded.by  moving 
a  refolution,  that  a  fum,  not  exceeding  50,000!.  be  granted 
to  his  Myefty,  to  be  applied  to  laying  in  (lores  of  herrings 
and  other  (iOi,  in  convenient  places,  to  be  diftributed  for  tbe 
ufe  of  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

After  a  few  obfervations  in  commend^ion  of  the  plan 
from  Mr.  JoUiffe,  Sir  William  Dolben  and  Mr.  Wilberforce» 
the  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  thendifpofed  of,  and  the  Hotile 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATUKDAY,    DEC  .I3. 

The  wheat,  rice,  barley,  &c.  importation  bounty  bill,  and 
\he  Nova  Scotia  herring  fiflicry  bill,  were  read  a  third  time 
and  paffed. 

The  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  amendments  made 
in  the  committee  in.  the  bill  for  afcertaining  the  population 
of  the  kingdom,  was  poftponcdto  Monday  next. 

The  Duhe  of  Portland  laid  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  his 
Majefty*s  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  cortt 
for  a  limited  time,  in  virtue  of  an  ad  paffed  this  feffioo* 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATUKDAY,   DEC.    I3. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker  counted  the  Houfe,  wfieii 
there  being  but  thirty-four  members  prefeot,  an  adjourn* 
ment  till  Monday  took  place. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS* 

'MONDAY,    DEC.    15. 

.  The  royal  affcnt  was  given  by  commiflion  to  the  com 
importation  bounty  bill,  and  the  bill  for  permitting  the  loi^ 
porUtion  of  herrings  from  Newfoundland  Suid  other  places 
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free  of  duty.     The  comitiiffioners  were  the  Archbithop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Walfingham. 

The  report  of  the  population  bill  was  deferred  till  Wed* 
ncfday  next,         ' 

Lord  Camdin  brought  up  the  fecond  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  high  price  of  provifions,  and  moved  that  it  be 
pfinted. — Ordered. 

The  report  was  not  read. 

Lord  Darnley  faid,  that  after  that  report  fliould  be  printed, 
be  would  bring  forward  a  proportion  on  the  fubjea ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  he  would  move,  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned 
for  Friday  next. — Ordered. 

Lord  Holland  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  tho 
produttioii  of  copies  of  the  indrudions  that  had  been  fent 
put  to  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  relative  to  the  eva* 
cuation  of  Egypt;  and  as.  he  did  not  wifh  to  fummon  the 
Houfe  for  that  fpecific  purpofe,  he  would  bring  forward  tho 
motion  on  Friday  next,  ihe  day  for  which  the  Houfe  already 
ftood  fummoned.  His  Lordihip  alfo  obfcrved,  thai  any  bodf 
nybo  had  read  the  correfpondence  between  Lord  Grenville  and 
M.  Ottomuft  be  convinced  that  we  might  have  entered  into 
negociations  for  peace.  It  was  his  intention  to  make  a  mo* 
lion  on  this  fubjedt ;  but  as  the  feflibn  was  near  its  clofe,  he 
would  defer  this  motion  until  the  meeting  of  the  imperial 
Parliainent. — Adjourned  toWednefday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    DEC.    I5. 

Mr*  HileyAddington  took  the  paths  and  his  feat  upon  his 
fe^-eleAion. 

A  icorreded  account  of  the  Bank  of  England  notes  in  ciiv 
culation  was  prefented  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Liikard  in  the  room  of  the 
£arl  of  Inchiquin,  who  has  accepted  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

The  Attorney  General  brought  up  a  bill  to  continue  the 
jritenadVwhich  w^as  read  a  firll  time,  and  ordered  to  bp  read 
a  ftcond  time  the  next  day. 

'  The  exchequer  bills  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  com- 
mitted for  the  next  day. 

The  qualification  indemnity  bill,  and  the  Edinburgh  poor 
relief  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  paifed. 
•    Mr.  Ryder  brought  up  the  third  report  of  the  comnftittee 
on  expiring  laws,  confilling  of  four  riblutions,  on  the  three 
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firft  of  which  bills  were  ordered,  and  the  laft  was  ordered  iaf 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  ctay. 

Mr.  liragge  brought  up  the  report  of  thecommittec  of  fup- 
ply,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to.  Alfo,  a  bill  to  expiain. 
and  amend  certain  proviHons  in  the  a<Els  for  the  redemption 
of  the  land-tax,  which  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  Lujhingtdn  moved  for  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a* 
bill,  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  merchants 
of  Grenada. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  brpught  up  the  navy  and 
army  fedudion  bill ;  which  was  read  a  fiift  time  and  ocdered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Roff  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  appoint  commiflioners  for  the  more  efFedual  exa- 
Uiination  pf  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure  for  his  MajeAy's 
forces  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

POOR    RELIEF    StJBSTITUTR    BILL. 

The  bill  authoriiing  the  overfccrs  of  parilhes  to  relieve  thc: 
poor  with  provifions  in  lieu  of  money,  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  claufe  wa.v  introduced  by  Mr.  Ryder,  to  give  the  afliftatice 
of  a  certain  number  of  houfekeepers  in  each  parifh  to  the. 
overfeers  in  the  dilburfemcnt  of  the  additional  rate*  whioh^ 
*  after  fome  converfaiion  between  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  Jekyll,  thc- 
Attorney  Generali  Mr«  Ticrney,  and  Mr.  Simeonp  was 
added  to  the  bill.  » 

Another  claufo^-was  then  introduced  by  Mr.  Ryder,  autho^^ 
riling  overfeers  to  repay  theexpences  attending  thedi/burfe- 
ment  of  the  additional  rate  out  of  its  produce  ;  which,  having 
paifed  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  was  added  to  the  bill. 
The  bill  was  then  pafled. 

ATTACK    ON    PERROL. 

Mr  Start  gave  notice  of  his  intent  ion  to  move,  on  Fridayt 
fw  an  enquiry  relative  to  the  attack  on  Ferrol. 

*■    HABEAS    CORPUS    SUSPENSION* 

On*the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill, 
Mr-  Grey  prefcnted  a  petition  from  Paul   Thomas  Lt^t 
maitre,  confined  in  Reading  gaol,  which  gave  an  account  at 
fome  length  of  the  condud  and  opinions  of  the  petitioner^ 
and  the  condu£l  of  the  corrcfponding  fociety,  interfpcrfe4' 
with  fome  rtflccljons  upon  his  Majefty's  privy  council,  and 
fome  ftrong  expreflions  relative  to  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Upton ;  aiul  which  fiated,  that  he  had  been  tried  for  high 
treafon,  and  acquitted,  no  evidence  having  been  produced' 
againft  him :  that  he  had  been  confined  in  the  Culd-bati^ 
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Fields  prtfon,  where  he  had  Aiffered  much  bodily  injury,  ami 
that  he  had  been  fubftquently  arrefted,  and  at  length  confined 
in  Reading  gaol,  where  he  now  remained,  and  praying  for 
relief. 

Upon  the  motion  that  the  petition  (hould  lie  on  the  table, 

The  Chancellor  ef  the  Excbei^uer  oppofed  it,  on  the  ground 
that  the  petition  contained  much  irrelevant  and  extraneous 
matter,  and  particularly  a  connderable  portion  of  abufe  on 
his  Majefty's  privy  council.  He  faid  it  might  with  greater 
propriety  be  called  a  political  eflay  than  a  petition,  and  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grry  defended  the  petition,  contending,  ihatarhargc 
againft  the  privy  council  might  be  made  in  any  petition  pre^- 
fented  to  that  Houfe* 

Sir  IVm.  Pukeney  thought  the  petition  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Attorney  General  contended,  that  the  petition  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  JulUffe  faid,  the  petition  contained  no  charge  againft 
the  privy  council,  only  one  or  two  individual  members  of  the 
council  being  mentioned. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained,  and  contro- 
verted the  aflertion  of  Mr.  Jolliffe. 

Mr.  Sime9n  contended  that  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  re- 
ceived, becaufe  it  contained  libellous  matter. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  that  under  the  circuraftances  the  peti- 
tion ought  to  be  alIo\Fed  to  lie  on  the  table,  though  it  might 
contain  irrelevant  matter,  or  fome  flight  charge  againft  his* 
Majefty's  privy  council. 

Lord  Hawhepfury  contended,  that  no  petition  ought  to  be 
received  by  that  Houfe  which  contained  unneceflary  reflec- 
tions upon  any  public  body  or  individual;  and  he  doubted 
whether,  if  the  prefent  petition  was  publtlhed,  Mr.  Upton 
would  not  have  an  adion  for  a  libel. 

Mr.  Jeiyll  UTgtd  the  futility  of  the  objefiion  founded  up6n 
the  charge  againft  his  Majefty's  privy  council,  fmce  petitions 
might  happen  to  be  prefented  to  the  f-Joufe,  which  muft  ne-* 
cefiarily  and  unavoidably  contain  ftich  kind  of  charges.  He 
thought  every  allowaiKe  ought  to  be  made  in  the  prefent 
inftance  for  the  irritability  of  the  individual  after  three  yeara 
imprifonment. 

The  Solicitor  General  thought  it  a  dodrine  leading  to  very 
injurious  confcquences,  that  petitions  (hould  be  received  by 
the  Houfe,  under  the  circumftanccs  of  any  particular  cafe, 

although 
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^itftoiigh  ttiey  Contained  reflexions  or  abufe  thrown  tipoii 
any  public  body. 

Mr.  Tiemey  explained. 

Mr.  Am;;^  thought  it  a  queftion  of  Tome  ithportaTlce  as  to 
^hat  {hould  be  inferted  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe.  He 
faid  the  prefent  petition  was  whoHy  unworthy  that  infertiooi 
liecaufe  it  contained  fo  much  matter  which  was  wholly  irre^ 
tevant  to  its  prayer,  and  to  the  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Percival  faid  a  few  words  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Martin  faid  there  being  no  doubt  the  petition  contain* 
ed  irrelevant  and  improper  matter,  he  fliould  vote  againfl  its 
being  laid  on  the  table,  becaufe  it  might  be  eafily  withdrawn 
and  prefented  again  in  a  niore  regular  and  proper  form,  withi* 
out  thie  lead  injury  to  the  individual. 

Mr.  Jones  having  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion; the  Houfe  divided — Fbr  the  petition  being  laid  on  the 
table,  8  ;  againft  it,  59* 

The  habeas  corpus  fufpendon  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  on  the  queftion  for  its  commitment,  the  Houfe  again 
divided — For  the  motion,  57  ;  ag^inft  it,  8. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

TUESDAY,  DEC.  l6. 

Mr  Alderman  Lujhington  brought  in  the  bill  for  extending 
the  terra  of  payment  of  the  loan,  contraSed  by  the  perfons 
trading  to  Grenada,  which  was  read  a  firft  «ind  ordered  (o  be 
read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Tl^  Redetnption  Land-tax  amendment  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  Stcretary  at  War  prefented  the  account  of  the  quantity 
of  wheat,  oats,  and  hay,  bought  up  for  the  ufe  of  government. 

Lord  Hawkijbury  brought  in  a  bill  to  prevent  trie  felling  of 
bread,  baked  under  four  and  twenty  hours — read  a  firft,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  paQcd  a  rcfolmion,  taking  off 
the  duty  on  fait  ufed  in  falling  of  fifh,  either  in  bulk  or  ia 
barrels,  which  was  ordered  lobe  reported  the  ntrxt  day: — And 
alfo  another  refolution  in  a  dommittee  on  the  quarantine  adl, 
extending  the  duties  on  fliipping, .  for  the  fupport  of  the  La- 
zaretto VAX  Cherney^hill,  in  Kent,  to  vefTels  from  Jerfey^ 
Guernfcy,  Aldeniey,  and  Sark,  which  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported tUe  nt'jti  (lay; 

The  bill  for  appointing  commiflioncrs  fgr  examining  the  ac- 
counts of  ilie  cxpcndfture  of  his  Majcfty's  forces  in  the  Well 
Indies,  and  the  bill  for  importing  Swcdiili  henings,  duty  free, 
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were  brought  in,  read  a  firft  and  ordered-to.be  read  a  fecoad 
time  the  next  day.  ' 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  on  the  report  from  the  fele£k 
oommittceon  the  expiring  laws,  pafied  feveral  refolutions  re- 
fpedling  trader  commerce,  and  (liipping,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  reponed  the  next  day* 

Mr.  Lujhlngton^  on  the  fubjed  of  the  infarredljon  »n  Gre-^ 
nada,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  this  day» 
faid,  that  as  the  object  of  that  motion  was  to  inHitnte  an  en- 
quiry into  fadU  on  which  a  number  of  wiinefll-s  was  to  be  ex- 
amined, he.  thought  it  expedient  to  abandon  it  for  the  prefent^ 
ielerving  hirofelftor  a  future  opportunity. 

The  alien  bill,  and  the  bill  for  punKhing  tlie  fedudion  of 
his  Majefty*s  fubjcSs,  fcrving  in  the  navy  or  army,  from  their 
duty*  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
jfbr  the  next  day. 

The  bill  for  the  further  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£b 
paiTed  the  Committee.  The  term  for  its  further  continuance 
tnoved  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  agreed  to  in  the  Com- 
mittee, is  fix  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  feffion 
of  Parliament.  The  report  ordered  for  the  next  day— Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  DEC  I7. 

't'he  Edinburgh  poor  relief  bill,  and  fome  othen,  were 
brought  up  from  the  Commons,  prcfented  by  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  and  others,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  moved  and  read,  to  take 
into  confidcration  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whofe 
Houfe,  oh  the  population  bill»  Lord  Gnnville  rofe,  and  faid, 
he  had  fome  amendments  to  propofe,  but  as  there  was  but  one 
of  them  that  required  any  detail,  he  would  confine  himfelf  to 
that,  the  others  being  merely  a  repetition  of  the  fame  amend- 
.  fnent^  in  the  various  claufes  of  tlie  bill.  The  bill,  he  obferved, 
was  founded  on  a  mod  laudable  principle,  that  of  afcertaining 
the  population  of  the  kingdom,  but  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
that  defirable  obje<5t,  the  author  of  the  bill  had  tnadvertentlyp 
be  viras  perfuaded,  impofed  a  refponfiblc  duty  on  a  defcription 
of  peifons,  who  ought  not  to  be  charged  with  any  fdch  duty  ; 
he  meant  the  enafling,  that  the  re£tor,  vicar,  curate,  or  other 
officiating  miniflcr  of  every  parifh  &c,  together  with  overfecr, 
^tty  conAable,  &c.  &c.  (hould  make  a  return  of  all  the  iiulivi- 
duals  refident  in  each  houfe  in  the  faid  parilh.  Nothing*  his 
Lordlhip  faid,  ought  to  be  more  facredly  obfetved^  than  tbe 

principle 
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principie  of  keeping  the  civil  duties  of  the  (late  from  being 
blended  with  thofe  of  the  ecclefiallicai ;  the  bill,  eherefore, 
by  throwing  a  compulfory  burthen  of  a  civil  nature  upon 
the  clergy,  violated  that  principle  which  this  country  had 
never  yet  wilfully  departed  from,  and  which  could  not  be  \oA 
fight  of  without  leading  to  great  inconvenience.  The  com* 
pelting  M inifters  of  the  Gofpel  to  make  fuch  returns  was^ 
of  itfelfy  no  fmall  inconvenience,  and,  in  fad,  impofed 
upon  redors,  vicars  and  curates,  a  duty  that  did  not -at  all 
come  within  the  fcope  and  verge  of  their  ecclefiaftical  func- 
tions; he  meant,  therefore,  to  move  to  leave  out  thofo 
words  in  every  claufe,  which  related  to  rainifters,  refiors» 
2(c.  But  there  was  one  duty  which  was,  (Iri&ly  fpeaktng^ 
a  part  of  their  ecclefiaflical  function,  and  that  was  the 
keeping  a  regider  of  marriages  and  burials;  he  meant,  there* 
fore,  at  the  proper  opportunity,  to  move  a  claufe  *obKgiogf 
the  parochial  clergy  to  make,  from  time  to  lime,  regular 
returns  of  the  baptifms,  marriages  and  burials.  Indeed,  the 
principle  had  already  been  adopted  in  an  a£t  relative  to  the 
parilh  poor,  and  notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the  prcfent  bill  ; 
but  by  the  bill  the  returns  wei'e  directed  to  be  made  to  the 
clerk  of  the  Parliament  for  the  infpeAion  of  the  members  of 
both  Houfes  ;  now  it  was  to  be  recolleAed,  that  the  clerk  of 
the  Parliament  had  sno  office  fit  for  this  purpofe,  he  Ihould^ 
therefore,  have  rath^  have  thought  that  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  enafied,  ahat  minifters  (hould  make  their  re- 
turns to  their  refpeAive  diocefans,  and  the  diocefans  forward 
them  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury ;  he,  however,  (hould 
propofe,  that  the  returns  (hould  be  tranfmitted  to  the  oflSce 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  department,  there  to 
be  method! fed  and  put  into  form  and  order,  and  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  or  proper  officer,  afterwards  laid  before  the 
Privy  Council,  and  on  the  table  of  each  Hoiife  of  Parlia* 
ment.'  His  L'>rd(bip  concluded  with  moving,  that  the  words 
f*  rector,  vicar,  curate^  gr  other  ofiiciating  minifter  of  every 
pari(h,"  be  omitted  in  the  firft  claufe,  and  every  other. 

His  Lordfliip's  amei^dments  were  feceiyed,  reported,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  poor  relief  bill  was  read  a  ftage,  when  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  rofe,  and  begged  to  call  their  Lordlhips'  particular 
attention  fp  the  biU»  which  originated  in  that  part  of  the  $rft 
report  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  high  price  of  pro- 
Ytfions,  to  which  he  had  before  endeavoured  to  attraA  the  no« 
tice  #f  the  Hoqfe,  by  moving  an  inftrudion  to  the  Lords 
y  u  a  conimhtees 
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committees  refpefiing  the  a£l  of  "t^arliamehty  rccommeodect 
by  the  committee  of  the  Commons*  That  motion*  upon  its 
being  dated  to  be  irregular,  he  had,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Houff,  withdrawn  ;  but  as  he  dill  retained  his  opinion*  that 
the  making  it  compuifory  on  the  magiftrates  to  act  in  th<> 
manner  required  by  the  bill,  was  highly  objectionable,  and 
would,  in  bis  opinion*  rather  tend  to  difguft  the  magiftrates, 
than  encourage  them*  to  c^rry  the  purpofes  of  ;be  bill  into 
execution,  he  (hould*  at  a  future  opportunity*  take  the 
liberty  of  moving  an  inftrpciion  to  the  Lords  committees  to 
make  a  fpecial  report  upon  the  part  of  ^he  report  qf  the  com* 
mittee  of  the  Commons  that  related  to  the  prefent  bill,  which 
be  regarded  as  a  bill  of  mod  ferious  importance*  and  well 
worth  the  mod  deliberate  confideration  of  their  Lorddiips, 

The  naturalization  bill  of  Chridopher  Weltjie*  and  th^ 
Others  ( u  the  tablei  were  read  their  refpective  dagps. 

Adjourned* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

WEPKESDAY.  DEC.  17, 

The. Grenada  merchants'  bill*  the  new  bread  bill*  tlia 
Swcdifli  herring  bill*  and  the  Wed  India  account  bill*  were 
read  n  fecond  time  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Cocl^ermoulh, 
in  the  room  of  Edward  Burroughs  Efq.  dec. 

The  Houfe,  in  9  Committee*  went  through  the  land  taj^ 
redemption  amendment  bill*  and  the  Amflerdam  free  port  bill. 
To  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  exchequer  bills  hill  was  brought  up,  read* 
and  agreed  to.     To  be  read  a  thiid  time  the  next  day. 

The  reports  of  the  Committees  relative  to  allowing  fait  duty 
free  for  pilchards  and  other  filh  ;  on  the  quarantine  aft,  and  on 
expiring  laws*  were  brought  up,  read  and  agreed  to*  and  bills 
ordered. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  up  a  bill  to  allow  fait  duty  free*  for  pil- 
chards and  other  fi(h ;  which  was  read  a  fir  (I  time,  and  ordered 
to  hr  read  a  fecond  next  day. 

Mr.  Braggc  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue 
certain  a£ts  rcidlivc  to  turnpike  roads,  now  expiring — Leave 
given. 

BREAD, 

Mr.  Ryd^r  brought  up  a  fourth  report  from  the  Committee 

on  the  high  price  of  provifions;  which  was  ordered  to  be  taken 

-  into  conhdcrition  the  next  day,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  be- 

printed  for  the  ufc  of  the  mcmhtrs. 

^       •  -       •  Mr.  Ryder 
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Mr.  li^dir  faid,  in  or^r  that  gentlemen  might  have  mort 
time  to  confider  the  obje£t  of  the  report »  be  would  then  menr 
tiOQ  it.  It  was^  firft,  to  prevent  thedreffingoffiour  in  any- 
other  cloths  than  thofe  of  a  certain  cojirfeoefs,  or  wire  (ievef 
might  be  ufed  inftead  of  tbem»  in  ord(^r  that  only  the  broad 
bran  might  be  left  behind.  The  next  uhje£iof  the  report  wai, 
to  prevent  the  making  of  any  finer  bread  than  that  made  fron^ 
the'  whole  of  this  flour  fo  Crted. 

HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT. 

Mr.  Bragif  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
fufpenfion  bill,  whicn  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  after  a  (hort 
convcrfation"  between  Mr.  Jolliffc  and  the  Attorney  general* 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

ALISN  AND  SEDUCTION  piLLS. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  on  the  alien  aA,  filled  up  the 
blank  for  its  duration  with  the  words  '*  fix  months  after  a  ge- 
neral peace.**     To  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for 
punifhitig  the  feduflion  of  failors  and  folJicrs. 

Mr.  Pierrepaint  wiflied  it  to  be  made  perpetual. 

Mr.  Abbott  mentioned  fcvcn  years. 

A  converfation  enfued  between  Mr.  Pierrepoint^  Mr.  Abbott^ 
the  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Bragge,  when  it  was  .agreed 
to  report  progrefs,  and  alk  leave  to  fit  again  the  next  day- 
Ordered. 

Mr.  jfbboti  then  gave  notice,  he  fhould  move  the  next  day 
that  the'duratior)  of  the  bill  be  extended  to  fcven  years. — 
Adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    DECEMBER   l8.  ,  ' 

Tho  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  popula- 
tion bill  having  been  moved  and  read. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  rofe  to  take  notice  of  its  having 
been  (Uted  in  the  newfpapers,  that  a  noble  Friend  of  his, 
not  then  in  his  place,  (Lord  G^enville}  had  the  preceding 
day  faid,  that  is  was  highly  neceflfary  to  take  care  that  pa- 
rochial clergy  were  not  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
civil  duties  of  the  ftaie,  but  that  the  ecclefiaftical  and  the 
civil  functions  fliould  be  kept  in  diilinct  hands,  on  which 
ground  his  noble  Friend  had  moved  that  the  words  "  rector, 
vicar  and  curate,  or  other  officiating  minider,"  be  left  out 
in  every  claufe  of  the  bill.  This  matter  appeared  to  him, 
his  Lordlbip  faid^  to  require  fome  explanatien,  becaufe  h^ 

.did 
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did  not  know  ^ny  regulation  of  the  eccleRadical  eftablifli* 
ment  that  recognized  fuch  a  principle,  fo  far  from  it,  the 
ftatute  book  teftified  to  the  contrary,  as  fevcral  of  the  clergy 
were  fpecia^ly  named  commiflioners  in  the  land  tax  act,  and 
indeed  the  police  of  the  country  would  lofe  many  of  its  beft 
executive  magiftrates,  if  clergymen  were  not  allowed  to  aet 
in  that  capacity  in  the  various  counties  of  the  kingdom.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  from  any  feripus  objection  to  the  amend* 
ment  ip  queftion,  as  it  was  to  it's  going  forth  to  the  world 
|hat  the  principle  dated  to  have  been  laid  down  was  likely  tq 
o|)tain — that  he  wifhed  his  noble  Friend  had  happened  to  be 
prefent,  that  he  might  have  heard  from  him  fome  exp'Iana* 
tion  on  the  fubjeci- 

The  Lofid  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack  to  (late,  that  his 
ifoble  f^riend  (the  Earl)  had  been  extremely  i^ifinformed  rcr 
fjpecting  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble  Friend,  the  Secretary 
pf  St^ate,  on  Introducing  the  amendments  he  had  moved  the 
preceding  day.  His  noble  Friend  had  not  laid  it  down  as  a 
principle^  that  the  parochial  clergy  (hould  not  be  entrufted 
with  the  difcharge  of  any  of  tl^e  civil  duties  of  the  date,  but 
l)ad  confined  hi^felf  to  the  diftinction,  that  whenever  it  was 
^eGred«  that  the  clergy  (hould  take  upon  them  the  difcharge 
of  the  civil  duties  of  the  {late,  \i  ought  to  be,  as  it  wa$ 
already  in  various  inftances,  left  to  their  option.  As  the 
bill  ftood  worded,  previous  to  the  amendment  bping  moved, 
the  parochial  clergy  were  compulforily  obliged  to  take  upou 
them  a  civil  duty,  and  tnade  refponfible  for  the  difipharge  of 
it.  It  was,  therefore,  upon  that  ground  precifely,  that  his 
noble  Friend  had  argued  the  propriety  of  the  ameiKlmenti 
and  under  that  diftinction  it  was  that  he  had  fenced  his  rea- 
soning. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  faid,  he  was  obliged  to  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  for  the  explanation  which  he  had  given, 
and  having  heard  it,  he  could  have  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment.  He  owned,  he  had  thought  that  the  parochial  clergy 
could  not  be  more  naturally  employed,  or  with  more  pro- 
priety as  eccleiiadics,  thnii  in  ciifcharging  a  duty,  which  muft 
Aeceflarily  have  conduced  to  render  them  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  number  of  their  parifliiouers ;  and  he  did 
not  entirely  approve  of  difcontinuing  ihcm  altogether  from 
duties  prefer! bed  by  the  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  zgSLiVi  left  the  woolfack,  and  faid,  be 
would  once  more  endeavour  to  fit  his  noble  Friend  right, 
'^bc  parochial  clergy  were  dill  connected  with  the  bill,  not 

only 
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only  generadiy  under  the  exifting  laws,  but  by  the  bill  itfelf. 
It  had  long  iince  been  impofed  on  the  minifters  of  partlbcs^ 
asa  part  oT  their  ecclefiaftical  functions,  to  keep  the  regi£^ 
ters  of  birthsy  baptifms,  marriages  and  burials  ;  and,  by  a 
Tpecial  daufe  in  the  bill,  they  were  called  upon  to  regularly 
tranfmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  copies,  from  time  to  timfv 
of  fuch  regifters,  in  order  to  their  being  properly  arrai\ged» 
and  laid  before  the  K|ng  in  council.  With  regard  to  meir 
being  others  difconoected  with  the  bill,  they  were  only  lc£t 
ttheir  owo  option,  but  had  no  doubt  that  manyy  if  not  a|l 
of  them,  woi/ld  voluntarily  ad,  and  vtxj  materially  afTid  in, 
carrying  the  falutary  purpofes  of  the  bill  into  eifeS. 

£arl  Hardwicke  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  was  happy  to 
hear  the  explanation  that  had  been  givent  as  it  would  have 
been  unfair  to  have  impofed  a  compulfory  obligation  on  a 
part  of  the  clergy  of  the  kingdom,  and  not  on  all  of  them* 

The  bitl  was  read  a  thi/d  time  and  paiTed,  and  ordered  to 
be  fent  to  the  Comnions. 

The  Edinburgh  poor  bill,  the  Palace-yard  buildings  puiw 
chafe  bill,  and  the  poor  relief  bill,  were  read  a  fccond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  that  day. 

A  {upply  bill,  and  one  other  bill,  was  brought  up  by  Mi. 
Bragge  and  others  from  the  Commons,  prefented^  and  rpad 
a  firft  time. — Adjourned.  ; 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   DBC.  18. 

Mr.  HufifJJon  brought  up  the  copy  of  the  commiffioner*s 
report  of  Cold  Bath  Fields  Prifon,  and  the  commifliony 
which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  land  ^x  redemption  amendment  bill,  the  Amfterdam 
free  port  bill,  and  the  alien  bills,  were  reported  and  ordered 
€0  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day.  ^ 

The  Grenada  loan  bill,  the  Swediih  herrings  bill,  and  the 
Weft  India  commiffioners  bill,  palTed  the  committees,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  Exchequer  bills  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paflcd* 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  laws  relative  to  the  turnpikes 
of  the  kingdom,  together  with  the  bill  for  continuing  feveral 
laws  relative  to  the  ufe  of  wheaten  flour  in  (larch,  and  the 
quarantine  a£l  bill,  were  brought  in,  read  a  firft  time,  a^d 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  the  next  day. 

The  fiftiery  fait  duty  free  bill  was  read  a  fecond  timei  aqd 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Lord 
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.Lord  Haxvkejbury  moved  for  a  eotnmittee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  the  obje£t  of  which  was  to  taike  off*  the  duties  xm  liri* 
drefled  hemp  imported  from  thofe  countries  that  lay  within 
the  limits  of  the  exclufive  trade  of  the  Eaft-India  Cotnpanji 
The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee,  and  pafli;da  reiblotionto 
that  eiFed,  which  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the  T»ext  day. 

The  Houfe  then  in  a  committee  on  the  38tb  Geo.  III. 
paflfed  a  refolution  that  the  bounty  of  .2t.  8d.  on  emy  barrel 
of  white  herritigs  exported,  (hould  ceafe  and  detenniney 
which  was  ordered  to.be  reported  the  next  day. 

THE. ARMY  AND  NAVY  SEDUCTIOIV  BILL. 

The  Attorney  Gineral  moved  the  order  of  the  day  fqr  H 
committee  on  the  bill  for  pumfliing  the  fedudion  of  bis  Ma- 
jetty's  fubjc6ls  in  the  navy  or  artny,  from  their  duty. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee,  Mr.  Abbot  faid,  that  though 
he  exprefTed  an  opinion  that  tiiis  a£l  Ihould  be  made  perpe-* 
tual,  yet,  from  a  wiOi  that  it  (hould  coincide  for  the  prefent 
with  the  Iri(h  a6l  on  the  fanie  fubjed,  he  would  propofe  to 
fill  kip  the  blank  with  the  ift  of  Auguft,  and  that  the  term  of 
the  ad  ihould  be  for  feven  years. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  ilrongly  objcfled  to  an  extenfion  tjf  the 
time,  on  the  grounds  of  the  efficacy  of  the  exifting  common 
laws,  which  puniflied  the  crime  with  imprifonmcnt  and  the 
pillory ;  aiid,  as  it  was  a  law  brought  in  on  the  fpur  of  the 
occafion,  it  certainly  was  incumbent  on  thofe  who  now  fa* 
vourcd  that  extenfion  of  time,  to  (hew  the  neceflity  of  it 
from  the  fituation  of  the  country,  before  they  Ibould  pro- 
pofe fo  material  an  alteration  in  it.  As  the  fufpcnfion  aft, 
together  with  other  expiring  laws,  were  of  a' nature  witti 
this  ad,  he  thought  thofe  gentlemen  might  with  equal  con* 
fiftency  propofe  that  they  ihould  all  be  perpetual.  But  the 
policy  of  our  anceflors  was  to  watch  the  progrefs  of  penal 
-  laws,  and  prevent  their  extenfion  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  imitate  their  wifdom.  He  would  aik  the  hon.  Gep* 
tleman  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  and  coincidence 
would  be  gained  by  it,  to  aflimilate  the  Irifh  to  the  Enelifh 
than  the  Engliih  to  the  Irifli  laws,  and  wait  for  the  Irini 
riiembers  ?  He  rccoUcSed  well,  that  when  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen brought  in  the  bill  for  extending  the  law  of  forfei- 
tiire  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  he  leaned  to  the  rigor  of  the 
In(h  law  on  that  fubjed,  when  he  (Mc*  Hobhoufe)  thought 
\j  would  be  more  congenial  to  the  temper  of  the  legiflature 
10  ai&milate  the  rigor  of  thofe  laws  to  the  mild  fpirit  of  the 
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Englifli  fyftem;  He  hoped  Gentlemen  would  paufe  before 
they  paffedTuch  an  aft,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  refift  iu 

Mr;  Abbot  fald,  that  the  Irifli  did  review  their  laws  when 
they  aflembled  for  the  laft  time,  and  pafled  this  law  for 
the  term  he  mentioned.  The  beft  laws,  he  faid,  were 
thofe  made  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  and  this  law  was 
made  agreeably  to  the  policy  of  our  anceftors,  by  which  he 
would  abide,  and  not  from  any  defire  he  had  to  aflimilate  the 
laws  of  England  to  thofe  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Tiemey  Infifted  that  no  nccefllty  did  exift  for  fuch  a  ri- 
gorous law  ;  no  fcditious  movements  were  on  foot,  no  muti- 
nous combinations,  nor  alarm  of  danger  hanging  over  the 
xountry.  The  bill  was  brought  in  for  fix  weeks,  and  an 
hoD«  Gentleman  (Mr.  Abbot)  (latts  up  and  propoies  feven 
years  for  the  continuance  of  a  bill,  which  was  brought  in  at 
a  time  when  artful  men  were  ftated  to  be  bufy  in  debauching 
the  army  and  navy  from  their  allegiance.  When  it  was  not, 
nor  could  not  be  (hewn,  that  fince  that  time  a  fingle  inftance 
of  fuch  fcduciion  could  be  produced.  He  then  thought  if  a 
rigorous  meafure  to  pafs  a  bill,  inflicting  death  on  a  man 
from  the  mere  evidence  of  an  ale-houfe  converfation.  Undet 
fuch  a  bill,  he  would  a(k  wh;it  the  fituation  of  men  muft  be, 
and  whether  the  term  fhould  be  fo  capricioufly  extended  from 
fix  weeks  to  feven  years,  merely  becaufe  the  hon.  Qeiitleman 
has  told  you  Ireland  has  adopted  that  term.  He  did  not  like 
fuch  reafoning,  when  every  act  that  came  from  that  country 
fo  fmelt  of  blood.  That  country,  wl\ofe  legiflature  was 
obliged  to  abandon  their  tnift  from  fuch  rigors,  was  allured 
to  an  Union  with  (his,  from  that  boon  which  we  held  out  to 
them,  by  which  they  were  to  get  rid  of  their  opprcffbrs. 
The  whole  proceeding  was  indecent,  the  Houfe  was  taken 
by  fuprize,  for  the  notice  was  fhort;  had  it  been  known 
that  fuch  a  propofition  would  be  difculTed,  he  was  fure  that 
many  more  would  have  attended.  ♦ 

Mr.  Charles  Torie  fuppbned  the  motion,  and  agrted  with 
Mr.  Abbot,  that  it  was  a  meafure  of  permanent  policy,  and 
as  fuch  the  law  (hould  be  perpetual.  The  crime  was  of  Ihc 
higheft  nature,  a  crime  of  high  treafon,  and  fhould  fubject 
the  offender  to  the  highefl  penalty.  He  juftified  the  conduct 
of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  faid  that  it  faved  Ireland. 

The  /Jttorney  Genera!  rc-H^Ltcd  the  propofrion,  and  faid  it 
came  wiihiii  a  fmall  compafs.  The  queftion  was,  whether, 
on  a  meafure  of  permanent  policy,  the  time  fhould  be  made 
loncrer  or  (horter.     His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Abbot)  propofed 
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the  term  of  feven  years,  leaving  it  for  the  United  Parliament 
to  determine  on  the  perpetuity  of  fuch  an  ad, 
.  Lord  Hawlefiury  put  it  to  the  heart,  he  faid,  of  any  many 
vrhethcr  the  punifliment  for  fuch  an  offence  (hould  not  be 
death  ?  He  infifted  that  laws,,  made  under  the  preffure  of 
evils— that  grew  out  of  practice  and  experience — were  in* 
£nitely  fafer  than  any  of  thofe  which  fprung  up  from  theories 
and  fyftems  of  wild  and  erring  fpeculations ;  and  as  fuch  the 
pafling  of  the  prefent  aA  could  be  juftified  by  all  who  called 
to  mind  the  unhappy  circumftances  that  gave  it  birth ;  and, 
even  on  groonds  of  mercy,  he  thought  prevention  better  than 
punifhrnent. 

Mr*  Pierrepoint  declared,  that  it  was  owtng  to  this  law, 
and  liich  others,  that  we  were  fitting  here.  He  was  not,  even 
in  the  face  of  his  condituents,  aOiamed  to  vote  for  it.     It 

?^re(ervedthe  conftitution,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  us,,  andt 
irom  fuch  ei!eds,  he  was  furprifed  at  its  being  a  temporary 
law :  he  would  ftill  vote  for  its  further  extenCon,  and  in- 
fteadof  1807  put  1870. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  the  notice  of  Mr.  Abbot  was  for 
renewing  the  bill  and  not  for  fuch  an  extenfion  of  it.  A 
noble  Lord,  in  an  unufual  tone^  exprefled  his  furprife  that 
any  man  Ihould  even  oppofe  this  extenfion,  10  highly  penal 
as  to  carry  death  on  the  convidion  of  a  fingle  witnefs,  for 
terms  fo  vague  and  fo  capable  of  being  perverted  through 
miftake  or  malice,  that  it  may  be  converted  to  the  word  pur- 
pofes.  An  hon.  Meitiber  (Mr.  Yorke)  faid  it  was  equal  to 
high  treafon,  and  (hould  be  punifhed  as  fuch.  He  (Mr. 
Ticrney)  would  obferve,  that  if  it  were  high  treafon,  the  of- 
fender would  have  the  benefit  of  counfel,  and  the  evidence 
of  two  witnefles ;  but  as  a  felony  he  had  no  counfel  allowed, 
and  one  witnefs  could  conviA  him.  Such  a  fituation  was 
deplorable,  and  bethought  not  only  a  grievous  burthen  on  the 
people,  but  a  (lander  on  the  army  and  navy  of  the  king- 
dom. 

The  SoUcilor  General  faid,  that  he  could  not  confider  that 
law  to  be  a  grievous  burthen  on  the  people,  which  had  for 
its  objeA  the  preventing  the  army  and  navy  from  being  con- 
verted againft  the  people.  The  objed  was  agreed  upon  as  a  ' 
good  objeA ;  why  then  (hould  not  this  bill,  which  was  the 
means  to  gain  that  objetl,  be  made  perpetual  ?  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Abbot)  adopted  the  time  of  the  Iri(h  law 
to  make  the  a6)s  coincident,  and  nut  from  any  defire  to 
ainmilatc  the  £ngli(h  to  the  IrUh  law.     The  hon.  Gentk* 

man 
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man  (Mr.  Tierney,)  after  admtding  the  bill  to  be  good  for 
the  attainment  of  this  objeft,  finds  fault  with  the  evidence,'' 
and|  by  throwing  refledions  on  the  courts  and  juries^  en- 
deavours to  get^out  of  his  difficulty.  The  Solicitor  General 
denied  this  bill  was  any  refledlion  on  the  army  and  navy,  be- 
caufe  a  law  did  always  e^ift  againft  fedudlion  from  duty. 
Befides,  the  people  of  England  were  not  among  thofe,  though 
the  enemies  of  the  people  may — and  they  belonged  rather  to 
this  people  of  France  than  to  the  people  of  England. 

Mr.  Hobhoufi  contended  this  lawitrofeas  an  esUraordinar/ 
remedy  for  an  extraordinary  occalion.  The  common  law* 
was  adequate  to  the  ordinary  offence  ;  the  prefent  bill  (hould 
not  be  therefore  paifed. 

Mr.  Ellifan  replied,  th^t  if  fuch  a  law  did  not  extft,  it  was 
full  tjme  it  (hould.  We  owed  o\\t  prefervation  tp  it,  and,* 
though  h^  was  little  difpofed  to  extend  the  penal  laws,  yet 
he  would  vote  for  the  term  of  feven  years  continuance. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  was  then  filled  up  whh  the  tirft  of 
Auguft  1807,  and  agreed  to — and  the  report  was  ordered  for; 
the  next  day. 

PAROCHIAL   RELIEF. 

Mr.  Ryder  brought  up  the  fifth  report  from  the  committee 
on  the  high  price  of  provifions,  which  he  moved  ihoiild  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the 
next  day.  He  then  gave  notice,  tliat  in  confideration  of  the 
(hortnefs  of  this  feffion,  and  the  exigency  of  the  poor,  he 
ifaould  the  next  day  proppfe  a  refolution,  defiring  his  Majefty 
would  be  graciouUy  pleafed  to  advance,  out  of  the  civil  lift,* 
fuch  fums  as  (hould  be  deemed  necefTary  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  that  Parliament  (hould  be  bound  to  make  good  the 
fame ;  and  that  fuch  fums  fu  advanced  (hould  be  levied  on 
the  di(lri£ls  which  received  the  benefit  of  thofe  advances. 

An  order  was  then  made  for  referring  the  report  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  for  printing  copies  of  the 
faad  report.    . 

PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Ryder  having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  com- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  invedigate  the  prefent  high  price  of 
provi'dons  prefented  the  preceding  d;^y, 

Mr.  Martin  faid  he  had  but  juft  received  a  copy  of  the 
report. 

The  Speaker  faid  they  had  been  delivered  in  the  morning, 
9S  feveral  members  could  teftifv. 

,  X  X  31  Mr. 
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Mr.  Martin  faid  he  did  not  wiih  to  interrupt  the  bulinel^ 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 

Mr,  Ryder  briefly  prefaced  his  intended  motion,  by  dating 
the  great  benefit  which  would  refult  from  compelling,  in 
times  of  fcarcity  like  the  prefent,  all  clafles  and  defcriptions 
of  perfons  to  ufe  the' fame  kind  of  bread.  The  faving,  be 
faidy  which  would  arife  from  making  only  one  kind  of  bread 
from  the  whole  of  the  produce  of  the  wheat,  except  the 
broad  bran,  tnanufadured  according  to  the  terms  of  his  mo- 
rion, would  amount  to  one-fifth,  wmilft  the  bread  \fo  made 
might  be  afforded  at  %  reduced  price,  and  would  be  perfedly 
wholefome  and  nutritious.  A  part  of  the  obje£t  of  the  com- 
mittee, het>bferved,  was  to  afllovy  the  making  of  other  kinds 
of  bread,  compofed  either  of  a  mixture  of  wheat  meal  and 
barley  meal,  or  of  the  former  andoai  meal,  or  in  any  other 
for-m  that  might  be  thought  advifcable ;  and  as  an  aflize 
might  be  found  ncccflkry,  that  kind  of  mixed  bread  could  be 
fold  at  a  proportionably  inferior  price.  He  wi(hed  alfo  a 
provifion  miq;ht  be  made  to  allow  the  ufe  of  foreign  flour 
imported.  He  concluded  by  moving,  •«  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee^  that  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  the  manu- 
fa£lure  of  wheat  meal  or  flour  drelfed  in  cloths  finer  than 
8s'.  6d.  feam-clo?h,  or  patent  cloths.  No.  2,  and  fuch  wire 
machines  as  wotild'anfvver  the  fame  purpofc.  And  alfo  the 
makiTTg  of  any  bread  except  from  meal  or  flour  fo  dreffcd." 
-Mr.  U'^ejhrn  thought  little  advantage  would  refult  from 
the  mcafure  now  propofed.  He  faid  the  whole  of  the  produce 
of  the  wheat  was  now  ufed  ;  and  as  the  prefent  ineafurewcnt 
nofurther,  he  thought  ir  would  aofwcr  no  good  purpofc. 

Mr.  Rofe  admitted  ihat  the  whole  produce  of  the  wheat 
was  now  ufcd,  but  obferved  that  a  part  of  that  produce  was 
at  prtTent  appropriated  to  the  food  of  animals  ufed  for  the 
purpofes  of  luxury.  Added  to  this,  he  faid,  that,  by  the 
mcafure  now  propofed,  the  produce  of  the  wheat  manufac- 
tured according  to  its  direflicns  would  be  much  greater  than 
at  prefent ;  and  therefore  he  urged  the  benefit  Ikely  to  refult 
-from  the  meafure. 

Mr.  /fV'y?^r  repeated  what  he  had  before  aflerted,  and  ob- 
fervtd  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rofe,  that  thofe  animals  who  were 
now  fupported  by  a  pan  of  the  pr»iduce  of  the  wheat,  formed 
a  part  of  the  food  of  man,  and  if  t';  v  fupport  was  taken  from 
them,  fomeftibliitute  miift  neceffirily  be  found. 
After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Ellifon, 

'    The 
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The  Chancellor  $f  the  Exchequer  faid*  tliat  if  a  compuinve 
mode  was  not  adopted  relative  to  the  kind  of  bread  to  becon?- 
fumedy  no  good  jcould  poflibly  refult  from  their  ineafures. 
3ut  the  principal  obje6l»iie  obferved,  of  the  prefent  meafure, 
was  to  redu(le  the  price  of  bread  made  from  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the  wheaty  which  could  of  xourfe  be  afforded  at  a 
5)rice  inferior  to  that  at  which  bread  made  only  from  the 
finer  part  mud  be  fold,  whilft  the  former  would  be  equally 
nutritious  with  the  latter. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried* 
The  Hoiife  being  cefumed,  the  report  was  brought  up» 
ready  and  agreed  lo>  and  a  bill  ordered. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved^  as  an  indrudion  to   thofe  gentlemen 

appointed  to  prepare  the  bill*  that  provifion  (hould  be  made 

therein  relative  to  the  fird  and  fecond  refoiutions  contained 

-m  the  report  of  the  committee  on  provifions,  prefented  to  the 

Haufc  on  Monday  lad. 

The  bill  was  then  paded  and  order^^l  to  the  Lords, 
A  bill  was  brought  up  in   purfuance  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  upon  Mr.  Ryder's  propofition  \  read  a  fird^  and 
ordered  to  b«  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

SUSPENSION  UF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT. 

Qn  the  quedion  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 
Mr.  Jekyll  faid  he  could  not  let  this  lad  dage  of  this  un« 
gracious  bill  pafs  without  expreding  his  decided  difapproba- 
tton  of  it ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  then  attendance  gave 
him  reafon  to  lament  the  apathy  and  torpor  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people  of  England,  when  the  palladium  of  its- 
liberties  was  to  be  fufpendedeven  for  a  day.  On  all  former 
occafions  fome  colourable  rea(bns  was  given  for  it.  The 
Hqufe  was  prefented  with  profiles  of  pikes,  and  elevations 
and  fcAions  of  infurre^lions,  but  Miniders  at  prefent  prq* 
ceeded  in  an  anti*cUmax.  If  ever  the  fpirit  of  Jacobioifm 
was  formidable  in  this  country,  it  mud  long  fince  have  die4 
a  natural  death,  from  experience  of  the  horrors  which  it  pro- 
duced in  France  ;  but  difcontent  could  never  ceafe  while. the 
malverfation  of  the  prefent  Miniders  was  fuSered  to  conti- 
nue. All  the  old  writers  on  the  conditution  of  England, 
and  the  great  Lord  Coke,  amongd  the  red,  agreed,  that  the 
law  of  Edward  III.  would  have  been  perfect,  if  providon 
had  been  made  for  bringing  perfons  accufed  of  t reafon  to  a 
fpeedy  trial.  From  this  opinion  fprung  the  act  of  King  Wil- 
liam, enjoining  that  thofe  accufed  of  trealjvn  ihould  be  tried 
or  fet  at  liberty  within  two  terms  after  their  apprehendon  f 

but 
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but  at  prefent  we  faw  men  langutfliing  three  years  in  a  pri- 
fon  without  ever  knowing  their  accufers. — The  meafure,  in 
this  refped,  refembled  the  lettres  de  cachet  in  France,  which 
contributed  fo  much  to  the  overthr6w  of  the  monarchy,  by 
furnifbing  Voltaire,  Mirabeau>  and  other  great  and  eloquent 
mtxi  with  the  means  of  declaiming  and  writing  againft  a 
fyftem  under  which  they  had  themfelves  fiifFered.  Addifon, 
2fid  other  writers  of  his  day,  compared  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A61  to  the  creation  of  a  Dictator,  and  the 
prefent  defign  feemed  to  be,  to  render  that  office  perpe- 
tual in  the  Attorney  General.  The  argument*  of  the 
!>ower  not  having  been  abufed,  would  equally  apply  \o  the 
urrender  of  the  public  purfe,  or  any  other  Yight ;  and  the 
few  perft>ns  apprehended  (only  one  or  two  within  the  laft 
two  years)  feemed  rather  to  prove  that  no  fuch  profecutlon 
was  neceflary,  Imprifonment,  as  a  punifliment,  feemed  to* 
him  founded  upon  no  wife  principle  of  legiflalton  ;  it  only 
rendered  a  man  ufelefs  to  himfelf  and  fociety,  and  his  feclu- 
fion  apd  foliciiude  prevented  the  eSed  of  example  upon 
others.  The  people  of  England^  he  believed,  would  feel  no* 
great  fear  or  alarm  if  all  the  twenty- four  or  twenty-five  ^eii' 
now  confined  on  treafonable  practices  were  fuffered  to  go  at 
large,  even  without  a  trial ;  and  if  there  were  any  proofs, 
why  not  try  them  now  ?  What  g^reater  danger  in  doing  fo 
during  thefe  tranquil  times  than,  when  the  ftate  trials  tooliC 
place  at  the  Old  Bailey,  or  in  Ireland,  when  thai  country 
laboured  under  the  ftrongcft  convulfions?  The  time  was  not 
very  diflant  when  they  would  have  to  render  their  confti* 
tuents  an  account  of  their  conduct ;  and  he  knew  not  any 
reafon  they  could  give  for  fufFering  men  to  be  kept  for  three 
years  in  confinement,  who  in  the  contemplation  of  lh<1aw 
of  England,  mud  be  fuppofed  to  be  innocent. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett^  notwiihftanding  the  apathy  which  he 
faw  prevailing  on  fuch  an  occaHon,  could  not  help  faying  thai 
this  was  by  no  means  a  meafure  of  a  temporary  and  ifoiated 
nature,  but  a  part  of  that  fyflem  purfued  fiiice  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  reign,  now  carrying  into  final  execution  ; 
for  one  uniform  principle  pervaded  that  whole  period,  and 
whatever  change  might  have  taken'  place  in  the  perfons  of 
MiniRers,  they  were  all  invariably  of  the  fame  defcription. 
This  fyftem  was  to  be  traced  in  fuppreffion  of  the  freedom 
of  fpeech  and  liberty  of  the  prefs;  in  preventing  EngliOimen 
from  aflTembling  together  to  confiderof  their  grievances;  ia 
removing  all  the  ancient  laws  of  cuftody }  in  making  the 

Judges 
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Judged  dependent  on  the  Crown,  for  the  large  penfions  they 
were  to  enjoy  upon  retiring  from  office ;  in  fubdituting  the 
fummary  divifions  of  magiftrates  for  the  trial  by  Jury  ;  in 
opening  every  man's  private  affairs  to  a  fcandalous  inqut- 
fition  ;  in  erediiig  fecret  prifons,  where  innocent  perfons 
were  kept  unfeeh  and  unpitled,  while  penfioned  magidratesy 
as  he  heardy  refufed  to  allow  that  they  fliould  be  vifited  by 
Grand  Juries  i  but  had  thefe  Grand  Juries  gdoe  to  the  full 
exercife  of  their  dutiesi  they  would  have  prefented  the  ma- 
giftrates, as  well  as  theprifon,  as  a  nuifance  (a  laugh).  Some 
gentlemen  might  laugh  at  thefe  things,  but  they  were  nut 
lubjeds  of  laughter  to  the  people,  who  were  kept  dumb, 
while  barracks  were  erected  for  keeping  the  foldiery  deaf. 
The  Minifters  dared  not  try  perfons  they  immured,  as  the 
acquittal  of  the  one  would  be  the  condemnation  of  the  other, 
even  though  they  Ihould  trump  up  new  ftories  of  plots  and 
confpiracies.     If  there  was,  on  the  other  fide,  any  man  pro* 
fefling  a  peculiar  reverence  for  religious  tenets,  one  believing 
the  divine  interference  of  Providence  in  the  affairs  of  maa, 
and  yet  fupporting  fuch  meafures,  he  would  ferioufly  admo- 
ni(h  him  to  <'  Relieve  and  tremble."     He  would  remmd  him 
of  the  curfes  of  the  prophet  againft  the  King  of  Babylon^ 
and  the  reafons  he  afligned  fof  imprecating  thofc  curfes,  be* 
caufe  he  laid  cities  ina(hes,  fmote  nis  people  with  a  continual 
ftroke ;  and  above  all,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  open  the  doors  of 
his .  prifons."     Such  a   perfon   Ihould  recollect,    that   the 
ftrongeft  appeal  could  be  made  to  any  vengeance  humaa  or 
divine,  was  the  groans  of  a  prifoner.     For  his  own  part,  be 
had  difcharged  his  duty,  and  perhaps  all  that  an  honed  maa 
could  do  in  thefe  times,  was  to  give  all  the  oppofition  the 
law  allowed  him  to  meafures  fo  iniquitous. 

Mr.  EUifon  faid,  he  meant  not  to  deal  in  any  metaphors 
of  fedions  or  elevations,  but  todif^sharge  his  duty,  as  he  had 
hitherto  done  in  concurrence  with  the  majority  of  that  Houfe, 
and  the  ftill  greater  majority  of  the  country  out  of  it.  H< 
avowed  his  confidence  in  the  talents  and  integrity  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  prefent  Minifters,  and  was  convinced  that  had  not 
thofe  meafures  of  caution  been  adopted  that  Houfe  would  not 
now  be  fitting  as  a  fenate. — What  was  the  defcription  of  tfa# 
perfons  imprifoncd  ?  They  were  defcribed  to  be  unknown 
and  unpitied ;  but  he  believed  that  if  they  were  unpitied,  it 
was  becaufe  they  w£re  inown.  The  fmallnefs  of  their  num* 
bers  (hewed  them  to  be  marked  characters  \  and  this  precau- 
tion was  only  by  cool  legiflaiion  to  ftop  the  progrqfs  of  a  fyf- 
tem  which  would  othcrwife  tend  to  maflacre,  burning  towns 

and 
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and  houfe%  and  eveiy  otHcr  horror  of  which  Jacobinifm  was 

the  parent.  ' 

The  Houfc  then  divided — 

Ayes  for  the  third  reading  -         -        ji 

Noes  againft  it         -        -        -^        -         lo 

Majority        -        -        41 
The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time  and  pafled, 
when  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   DEC.  19. 

Lord  Fitzgibbon  (Earl  of  Qarej  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land) was  introduced  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Ho- 
bart»  and  took  his  ufual  oaths  and  his  feat  on  the  Baron's 
bench. 

The  palace  yards  buildings  purchafe  bill,  and  the  Edin* 
burgh  poor  relief  bill,  and  fome  other  bills,  pafled  a  (lage 
-  each. 

DEARTH  OF  PROVJSIOKS. 

Lord  DaniUy  faid  he  felt  it  extremely  irkfome  to  addrefs 
the  Houfe  fo  often  on  the  fame  fubject,  but  certainly  fhould 
not  offer  any  apology  for  doing  fo,  becaufe  the  more  he  re- 
flected the  more  he  was  convinced  of  the  utility  and  neceflity 
of  the  meafure  which  he  had  before  fuggefted  to  the  Houfe, 
and  which  he  now  felt  it  his  indifpenfibleduty  topropofe  for 
their  adoptiorf ;  fmce  the  committee,  whofe  lad  report  he 
held  in  his  hand,  'had  neither  thought  (it  to  adopt  his  fuggef- 
tions,  nor  to  aflign  any  reafon  for  their  rejedion  of  them, 
though  he  found  many  perhaps  in  the  report  in  confirmation 
of  his  opinion,  and  which  he  would  read  to  the  Houfe  as 
containing  (Irong  arguments  in  his  favour.  Before,  how- 
ever, he  proceeded  to  argue  for  the  fpecific  motion  which  he 
had  to  fubmit  to  their  Lordfhip's,  he  (hould  feel  it  neceflary 
to  take  up  fome  of  their  time  in  recalling  to  their  recollec- 
tion the  fubdance  of  the  opinions,  which  he  had  from  time 
to  time  advanced  on  the. general  fubject  of  the  dearth  of  pro- 
viHons,  and  particularly  the  (ituation  in  which  the  country 
appeared  to  him  to  (land  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  And 
here  he  muft  again  enter  his  proteft  againft  the  part  of  mifre- 
prefentation  to  which  he  had  been  expofed.  It  had  been  faid, 
and  he  had  reafon  to  believe  was  dill  thought  by  many,  that 
he  had  denied  the  exiftence  of  fcarcity  altogether  during  the 
sj^  feffion,  whereas  iheir  Lordfliips  well  kiiew  that  he  only 

denied 
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denied  and  deprecated  the  exaggerated  ftatetnetits  which  were 
made  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  then,  and  the  alarm  which 
fhey  raifed,  he  muil  even  contend  had.produced  infinite  miC* 
chief,  and  their  baneful  effects  were  (liU  fererely  felt  by  the 
country.  That  the  crop  of  1799  was,  and  mud  have  been 
deficient,  no  man  in  his  fenfes  ever  could  have  doubted,  oti 
account  of  the  extraordinary  wet  and  unfavourable  weather 
which  every  one  mud  equally  have  obferved,  and  (hat  cir* 
ciimflance  alone  had  already  confiderabty  raifed  the  price  of 
corn,  when  Parliament  thought  proper  to  interfere,  and  by  a 
neceiHiry  and  inevitable  confequence  to  raife  it  (till  higher* 
It  was  well  known  that  it  continued  to  rife  till  the  near  ap'* 
proach  of  harveft,  and  almoA  certain  profpect  which  ap- 
peared of  a  plentiful  crop,  fuddenly  and  rapidly  reduced  tha 
oiarkets.  The  profpect,  however,  foon  became  clouded  & 
the  moll  critical  and  deftruclive  change  of  weather  that 
perhaps  ever  happened,  together  with  a  knowledge  that  a 
krge  proportion  of  the  wheat  crop  was  materially  injured 
by  blight,  and  mildew  as  fuddenly  turned  the  fcale  thu 
other  way,  and  the  tone  which  the  former  alarm. had  giveA 
to  the  market,  operated  in  raifing  the  price  with  the  extraor«- ' 
dinary  rapidity  which  has  brought  it  to  its  prefent  enormout 
rate. — Various  circutnftanccs  contributed  to  renew  and  in- 
creafe  the  alarm,  and  amongft  the  reft  the  Secretary  of 
State's  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Oxfordfhtre,  muft 
neceifarily  have  operated  to  do  To,  and  confequently  to  raife 
the  price  of  grain  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  other  re- 
fpects  the  circumftances  of  the  country  were  materially 
changed,  the  loud  voice  of  popular  difcontent  reached  the 
throne,  and  Parliament  was  called  upon  by  a  fort  of  general 
acclamation  of  the  inhabitants  of  England  to  alleviate  their 
diftrefs.  An  (Exception  having  thus  arifen  to  the  general 
rule,  **  that  it  is  better^  if  poj/ibi^^  to  avoid  all  legiflativi  inter^ 
ferencein  a  matter  of  J 9  much  difficulty  and  delicacy^  or  hav« 
been  called  upon  to  attempt  at  leaft  to  do  fomething  effectual 
to  remedy  the  evil  ;  but  though  we  have  done  nothing  effec- 
tual yet,  the  dally  increafing  price  of  corn  is  a  fufficient 
proof,  and  in  Lord  Darnley's  opinion,  fully  jtiftified  the  im- 
portunity with  which  he  was  induced  to  call  upon  the  Houfe 
(o  often  to  ad(^t  more  efficacions  meafures.  The  com- 
mittee as  it  appeared  to  him,  had  taken  the  fubject  up  at 
the  wrong  end,  and  inftead  of  looking  to  the  great  and  im* 
mediate  evil  of  high  price  under  which. the  community  la*^ 
boured,  had  turned  their  attention  almoft  excluftvely  to  the 
Vol.  IV.  1800.  Yy  pic- 
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prevention  of  fature  famine,  of  which  there  did  not  appear 
at  prefent  the  rood  remote  probability  ;  for  not  only  had  this 
country^  very  great  means  of  relief  v^rithin  itfclf,  but  com- 
manding as  it  did  the  whole  commerce  of  the  world,  mufl 
Hecef&rily  receive  a.  very  large  fupply  of  provifions  from 
abroad  before  the  period  of  the  next  harveft.  It  was  better^ 
however,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  depend  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  on  our  own  internal  refources,  and  the  more  he  con- 
iidered  it,  the  more  he  was  convinced  that  his  propofitioii 
relative  to  oats  was  the  moft  efFeciive,  and  perhaps  the  only 
ciTedive  meafure  of  this  defcription  to  which  Partiamenc 
could  refort.  He  had  entertained  tlvis  opinion  beiore  they 
had  met,  and  therefore  took  an  early  opportunity  of  re- 
comnnendiRg  tt  to  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  had 
waited  for  their  i>r(l  report  before  he  propofed  it  to  the 
Houfe/ which  he  now  feU  it  his  duty  to  do,  fince  no  notice 
bad  been  t^iken  of  it  in  the  report,  which  however  he  muft 
obferve  Contained  many  (Irong  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
propofition,  (thefe  he  read  from  the  printed  report)  and  then 

Siroceeded  to  (late,  that  not  having  received  any  anfwer  on  a 
brmer  occafion,  he  muft  collect  as  well  as  he  was  able  from 
what  he  had  heard  in  converfation,  the  objections  which  may 
be  maile  to  his  propofition :  that  it  was  liable  to  a  great  many 
he  was  well  aware,  and  indeed  could  perhaps  only  be  jufti- 
fied  by  the  necellity  of  the  occafion.  That  this  necefiity  ex- 
ited, the  notorious  hd  that  fome  of  the  people  of  this  iiland 
are,  and  muft  necefTarily  be  (larving  on  account  of  the  enor- 
mous price,  which  placed  all  the  neceflarics  of  life  beyond 
their  reach,  fufficiently  proved :  that  nothing  eflFe£\ual  had 
hitherto  been  done  by  Parliament,  the  alarming  and  progref- 
five  rife  of  corn  while  they  were  fitting  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  averting  this  calamity  equally  evinced,  and  that  the 
meafure  which  he  recommended,  was  more  likely  than  any 
other  to  produce  the  defired  effect  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
prove. 

In  the  firft  place  the  prohibition  of  the  ufelefs  confump*. 
tion  of  oats  by  horfcs,  had,  far  beyond  any  other  that  he  had 
hitherto  heard  of,  the  advantage  of  being  a  great  and  efiec- 
tive  meafure  :  for  in  (lead  of  a5aooo  quarters  of  damaged 
barley,  as.  in  the  cafe  of  the  ftoppage  of  the  diftilleries,  in- 
dead  of  40,000  quarters  of  wheat,  which  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  bad  harvefts  and  damaged  importations,  was,  per* 
haps,  only  (it  for  the  purpofe  of  making  ftarch,  but  which 
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issrlmoil  too  bad  to  be  converted  hj  any  ingenuity  into  hu- 
man food  ;  by  preventing  all  horfes  not  neccflary  to  the  com- 
mon agriculture,  or  bufmefs  of  the  country,  from  confnming 
oats  till  the  next  harveft,  ymi  would  gain  at  lead  two  mil- 
lions of  quarters^  not  of  damaged  or  unwholefome  corn,  but 
of  the  bed  that  perhaps  this  country  can  produce  ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that  the  quality  of  oats  w'hich  was  harvefted  be- 
fore the  rain,  yrzs  this  year  uncommonly  fine,  and  that  in 
the  fouih  of  England  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  greateft  part 
of  the  oats. 

Another  material  advantage  which  this  meafure  prefents  is, 
that  whatever  effect  it  may  produce,  is  fo  much  clear  gain. — 
You  do  not  fubftitute  one  fpecies  of  human  fooil  for  ano- 
ther, but  you  add  fo  much  to  the  general  ftock  of  confump- 
tion,  and  by  taking  from  horfes,  materially  increafe  the 
fupply  by  which  your  population  is  to  be  fed  till  the  timieof 
harveft.  But  the  great  advantage  of  all  in  his  view  of  the 
fubject  was,  that  by  this  meafure,  and  by  this  alone,  you 
might  hope  to  deprefs  the  prefent  exorbitant  and  increafing 
price  of  corn.  That  throwing  fo  large  a  quantity  of  oats 
upon  the  market,  muft  neceffarily  diminifli  the  price  of  oat«, 
no  one  can  deny,  but  it  would  alfo  affect  the  price  of  every 
other  fpecies  of  grain,  and  indirectly  but  neceffarily  tend  to 
lower  the  price  of  wheat,  for  it  could  not  be  too  often  re- 
peated that  the  immediate,  great,  prefling,  and  alarming 
evil,  was  h'ighprictt  far  beyond  what  any  fcarcity  could  war- 
rant, and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  that  to  which  our  attention 
fliould  be  firft  and  chiefly  direfled.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  ob« 
jedions,  the  firft  that  occurred  was  the  difficulty  of  enading 
fuch  a  law.  How  are  you  to  know  the  line?  What  will  you 
deem  pleafure  or  ufelefs  horfes  ?  The  anfwer  to  this  is,  that 
however  difficult,  fuch  a  law  is  not  impoflible,  as  has  been 
proved  by  fome  which  have  been  enacted,  and  there  is  one- 
which  appears  to  point  out  the  very  line  of  difiinction  re- 
quired in  this  cafe,  namely,  the  provifional  cavalry  act, 
which  if  it  ihould  afford  a  criterion  for  framing  a  law  for 
the  prefent  purpofe,  would  be  of  fome  advantage  to  the 
public  certainly  for  the  firft  time. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  how  is  fuch  a  law  to  be  enforced  ? 
The  only  means  which  appeared  prafticable  were  encouraging 
information,  and  trufting  to  the  operation  of  9,  penalty. 
The  next  objeAion  is  the  facility  with  which  fuch  a  law 
might  be  evaded ;  to  which  it  might  be  anfwered,  that  if  it 
^id  not  produce  all  its  effed^,  it  certainly  would  produce 
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fpme  part  of  it,  ^nd  at  all  events  tend  materially  to  fatisfy 
the  people  that  we  were  not  difpofed  to  trifle  with  them* 
But  there  is  another  obje^iion,  which  there  is  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  fear,  that  it  weighed  mod  in  the  minds  of  the  coromittee^ 
in  inducing  them  ta,  rejedthe  meafure  propofed,  namety» 
that  it  would  interfere  with  the  pkafures  and  amufements  of 
gentlemen,  who,  for  various  purpofes,  kept  horfe5»  and 
found  it  neceflary  to  feed  them  very  highly  to  enable  thsm  to 
do  the  work  required.  On  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  Lord 
Darnley  faid,  he  found  it  very  difficuli  to  fpeak  with  temper 
or  moderation  ;  but  when  the  qneltion  appeared  to  be,  whe- 
thcr  gentlemen  ihould  hunt  in  I/iccefter(hire,  or  drive  their 
pampered  horfes  through  the  (Ireetsr  or  that  human  creatures 
ihould  adlually  ftarve  for  want  of  the  food  ihofe  gentlemen's 
horfes  are  eating?  he  really  could  fcarcely  conceive  how  fuch 
a  queflion  could  for  a  moment  be  tolerated,  or  fuch  an  ob- 
je^ioo  weigh  even  as  dud  in  the  balance.  For  his  part, 
he  ihould  think  it  very  far  from  aderogation  from  the  dignity 
of  the  proudeft  of  their  Lordihips,  to  come  down  to  that 
Houfe  in  a  hackney  coach,  or  to  deprive  thetnfelves  of  every 
recreation  and  amufement  to  fave  their  fellow  creatures  from 
ftarving.  The  objedion  which  appeared  to  have  moft  weight ; 
was  that  fuch  a  regulation  might  interfere  with  the  neceifary 
bufinefs  of  the  country;  but  he  conceived,  that  by  certain 
modifications  that  alfo  might  be  obviated,,  for  he  had  before 
diftinflly  dated,  that  he  did  not  wi(h  to  extend  the  prohibi- 
tion to  the  feeding  of  any  horfes,  which  mull  necefTirily  be 
kept,  and  alfo  well  fed,  for  the  purpofcs  of  buftncfs,  d  m- 
merce,  or  agriculture,  though  his  experience  induced  him  to 
believe,  that  a  very  confiderable  faving  might  take  place  in 
the  food  of  liorfcs  kept  for  the  latter  purpofe,  without  in 
any  degree  interfering  with  their  work.  But  laftly,  it  has 
been  faid,  how  are  you  to  feed  your  horfes  without  oa^sr  as 
if  horfes  could  not  exift  without  fuch  food.  They  cannot 
work  hard,  or  go  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour,  it  is  true, 
but  they  will  do  gentle  work,  and  continue  in  exigence  as 
much  as  if  they  were  fed  as  highly  as  pofllble.  But  cucn  if 
the  quedion  was,  are  horfes  or  men  to  pexidi  r  can  we  hefi- 
tate  for  a  moment.  It  might  be  faid>  that  oats,  in  'he  fou- 
ihern  parts  of  Great  Britain,  are  unknown  as  the  food  of 
mankind,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  aiFird  one  of  the 
bed  fubditutes  for  wheat,  and  as  experience  had  fhcwn, 
might  ufefully  be  employed  in  diminiihing  the  confuirvption 
cf  that  graio  in  the  families  of  the  more  wealthy.  But 
*  then, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IW  .19.1         WOODTALV%  PARUAMEKTARY  REPORTI.  34^ 

theiii  in  addition  to  this,  it  was  to  be  confidered  that  the  pooc 
in  all  the  northern  parts  of  this  ifland,  and  in  all  parts  of  Ire- 
land, depended  on  oats  as  a  main  article  of  fubfiltence.  That 
in  the  latter  efpecially,  the  Tcanty  crop  of  potatoes,  and  the 
neceflicy  of  confuming  them  fooncr  than  ufual,  had  this  year 
made  the  cafe  peculiarly  ftrong  ;  it  appeared  that  the  Houfc 
was  called  upon,  on  every  poflible  ground  of  expediency  and 
humanity,  to  fandion  the  firft  refolution  which  he  ihould 
have  the  honour  to  propofe.  With  refpefl  to  his  fecond 
propofition  of  reftriding  the  confumption  of  bread,  by  law^ 
in  all  families  in  eafy  circumftances.  Lord  Darnley  faid,  he 
had  the  highell  refped  for  the  authority  by  which  the  re« 
eommendation  was  enforced,  but  he  feared  neither  autho* 
rity'  nor  example  would  be  found  fufficient  to  counteraJ| 
human  nature,  too  much  governed  by  force,  habit,  prejudice^ 
careleflfnels  or  felfiflinefe.  On  fuch  a  fubjed,  however,  onD 
ftrong  fafi  was  worth  a  thoufand  arguments,  and  if  ii  be 
true,  as  he  had  heard,  that  feveral  of  the  principal  bakers  mthm 
city  had  depofed  upon  oath  before  the  committee,  that  their 
cuftomers  had  reduced  their  confumption  little  or  nothinj^ 
and  that  it  amounted  in  general  to  one>half,  or  two 
quartern  loaves  per  week  for  each  individual.  It  was  % 
mockery,  a  trifling  with  the  diftreflesof  the  people,  to  faSer 
any  confideration  to  draw  the  Houfe  from  taking  this  onlf 
method  of  proving  to  them  that  it  is  really  in  earnefi  in  en* 
deavouring  to  alleviate  their  diftrefs. 
/  Lord  Darnley  urged  this  point  at  fome  length.  He  ap* 
pealed  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  on  the  miferabk  (ituatioii 
to  which  the  poor  are  reduced  by  the  exorbitant  price  of  the 
necefTaries  of  life.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  if  he 
(hpuld  fail  at  prefent,  he  (hould  not  give  up  his  humUe  ex<« 
ertions  in  their  caufe  ;  but  hoped  that  when  the  united  par- 
liament (bould  have  met,  there  would  be  found  in  it  lome 
individuals  who  would  minutely  confider,  whether  the  liiQi 
of  an  IrtQi  peafant,  or  the  condition  of  an  Englifli  horfe, 
were  of  mod  importance.  His  Lord(hip  then  moved  the 
refohitions. 

Earl  Camden  began  with  wiQiing  that  his  noble  Friend,  to 
whom  he  gave  entire  credit  for  tt^  purity  of  his  intentions, 
had  not  fpoken  with  fo  much  warmth,  or  appealed  fo  ftre* 
nuoufly  to  the  feelings  and  pailions  of  their  Lord(hips  as  he 
had  done,  becaufe  the  obvious  inference  was  an  apparent  in« 
(iauatioii  that  the  Lord^'  committees  had  l^>t  fufEciently  at- 
tended 
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tended  to  that  particular  objed  ;  and  tf^at  they  had  been  pro** 
bably  influenced  by  confiderations  of  their  own  plearnre  and 
amufcoients.  The  very  rcverfe  had  in  fad  been  the  cafe,  and 
It  was  tipon  the  conviction  of  the  innpracticability  of  carrying 
any  fuch  law  into  effect,  as  that  fuggeftcd  by  his  noble  Friend* 
that  it  had  not  been  recommended  There  was  another 
matter  on  which  the  noble  Lord  rcfted  much  of  his  argu- 
ment in  proof  of  the  neceflity  of  the  meafore  he  fo  much 
contended  for,  refpecting  which  he  was  perfuaded  his  n{rt)|e 
Friend  was  completely  miftakcn.  and  that  was,  as  to  the 
number  of  hoifes  kept  for  riding  merely,  or  for  drawing 
gentlemen's  coaches,  curricles,  &c.  So  far  from  their 
amounting  to  5  0,0^0,  after  the  fullcft  enquiry,  and  the  mofl 
fetisfactory  information  the  committee  found,  that  the  whole 
auihber  of  horfes  of  that  dcfcriptiDn  arnonntedto  no  more 
.  than  :2 1  i  ,oco,  (the  number  of  horfes  employed  in  agrfcuU 
♦rfrrf' and. commerce  amounting  to  90  000  and  odd)  fn 
that'if  the  rrieafure  were  adopted,  the  quantity  of  oats  refcwcd 
from  being  the  fo(xl  of  horfes,  and  rend  red  the  food  of 
inan{-  would  not  amount  to  any  thing  like  that  which  the 
f)oMe  Lord  had  dated.'  As  the  matter  ftood  at  prcfent,  the 
^uanfity  faved  in  the  feeding  of  horfc<?,  he  was  thoibufijhly 
j^erfua'ded,  would  be  very  greit,  n*:  t  only  in  compliance  with 
his  Maje(ly-s  folemn  recommendation,  but  alfo  in  confer 
qtience  of  tlie  high  price  that  oats  were  at  upon  the  market. 
The  high  price  alone  would  neceffarily  induce  all  who  kept 
horfes,  both  for  indifpenGble  ufe  and  for  riding,  ^c.  to  give 
them  much  Icfs  than  ihcy  had  hitherto  been  acciiftomed  to 
aflfbrd  them.  Againft  the  fecond  refolution,  much  objcQion 
MTvCd  alfo  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  making  any  com- 
pulfory  law  operate  effeflually.  For  thefe  and  other  reafons, 
he  faid  he  mull  refift  his  noble  Friend*s  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid  he  rofe  to  fupport  the  motion 
of  the  noble  Lord,  but  without  faying  either  one  way  or 
the- other,  whether  fuch  a  bill  as  the  refolution,  refpeding 
the  not  giving  oats  to  horfes,-  would  be  pradicable  or  not. 
To  that  refolution  only  he  meant  to  confine  himfelf.  He 
*was  perfuaded  thaf  if  the  Lords'  committees  could  devtfe 
means  of  framing  a  law  that  would  be  effectual,  it  was  1 
matter  moil  defirable,  becatife  the  faving  would  be  of  great 
importance.  Of  fo  much  importance  did  he  think  it,  that 
he  was  perfuaded  that  the  Houfe  would  afford  a  great  fatisfac- 
tion  to  all  thofe  who  were  ^ccuftomed  to  make  oat-bread  and 
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oat-cake  a  part  of  their  food,  if  they  were  to  refer  the  fub- 
ject  to  the  confideration  of  their  committee,  and  d^fire  the 
committee  to  mal^e  a  fpectal  report  upon  it.  Of  the  necef* 
fity  uf  adopting  fome  effectual  meafure  for  the  refcuing  oats 
from  being  the  food  of  horfeSy  to  a  confiderable  amount, 
whatever  that  amount  might  be,  he  conld  fpeak  confidently 
from  information  that  he  had  collected  far  and  near.  He 
knew,  that  in  thofe  difUicts  where  oats  were  principally 
grown,  there  had  been  a  confiderable  deficiency  in  the  crops 
of  oats.— Having  been  himfelf  a  member  of  the  committee, 
he  verily  believed  that  if  their  attention  and  enquiries  were 
immediately  directed  to  thepoflibility  of  rendering  fuch  a  law 
practicable,  as  that  ftatcd  in  the  rcfohition  under  confidera«* 
tion,  they  would  be  able  to  lay  before  their  Lordflivps  fuch 
information  as  would  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  whether  they  might 
venture  to  attempt  it  or  not. 

Earl  Hardxvicke  faid,  he  alfo  had  been  a  member  of  the  » 
committee,  and  could  teftify  to  the  zeal,  the  diligence,  and  ' 
ability  of  the  committee.  He  feh  himfelf  inclined  to  fup- 
port  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  but  he  deprecated  the  idea  of 
doing  any  thing  that  might  deprive  gentlemen,  and  men  of 
rank  and  fortune,  of  their  amufements  in  the  field,  or  on  the 
turf,  becaufc  nothing  was  more  defirable  than  to  render  the 
defcriptioa  of  thofe  that  he  had  juft  given  as  much  attached  to 
living  on  their  edates  as  potlible.  Nothing  could  more  con-^ 
duce  to  the  encouragement  of  the  fcience  of  agriculture,  to 
internal  tranquillity,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  labouring  poor^ 
than  the  prefence  of  their  landlords  and  employers,  the  great 
landholders. — With  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  bills  already 
palfed  and  pafling,  he  differed  fome  what  from  the  noble  T  ord 
who  made  the  motion.  Much  good,  he  thought,  had  been 
already  etFected,  and  it  was  well  known  that  there  was  a  bill 
to  reft  rain  the  millers  from  grinding  any  fine  wheaten  flour, 
and  the  bakers  from  making  any  but  one  fort  of  bread,  that 
muft  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects,  and  corlvince  the 
lower  orders,  that  parliament  was  in  earned  in  paying  the 
utmoft  attention  to  their  interefts. — He  had  heard,  indeed,  of 
only  one  trade  that  objected  lo  the  not  having  fine  wh^aten 
flour,  and  that  was  the  paftry  cooks ;  but  he  faw  no  reafon 
why  rice  tt^ight  not  be  more  fubftituted  by  them  than  it  was  at 
prefent)  and  alfo  why  tarts  and  cuftards  would  not  tafte  a$ 
well  if  made  of  other  than  wheaten  flour.  At  any  rate  he 
knew  not  why  paftry  cooks  (hould  have  greater  right  to 
complain  of  being  debarred  the  ufe  of  wheaten  flour  than  the 
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makers  of  ftarch,  or  the  difttlleis.  His  LonlOiip  faid,  from 
the  information  he  had  lately  received^  he  was  afraid  the  pro« 
damation  of  his  Majefty  would  not  produce  the  cffed  that 
was  hoped  from  it,  and  that  a  compulfory  law  was  neceflary 
Jlo  enforce  economy  in  every  inftancc ;  he  (honld  therefore 
vote  for  the  motion,  though  contrary  to  the  opinions  he  had 
entertained  in. the  committee;  indeed,  from  what  he  from 
lime  lo  time  heard,  he  was  obliged  to  change  his  opinions 
every  day. . 

Lord  GrenvilU  thought  that  the  meafures  propofed  were 
both  unneceflary  and  impracticable.  The  committee  had 
clearly  ftated  their  opinion  of  the  actual  fpirit  of  economy 
which  had  already  taken  place,  and  of  the  probable  effect 
which  might  be  expected  to  a  much  larger  extent.  If  there 
feemedin  the  country,  any  difpofition  to  oppofe  any  economic* 
cat  regulatibhs,  or  to  plans  calculated  to  gain  the  important 
end  in  view,  there  might  be  fonie  plaufible  pretext  for  urging 
a  compulfory  meafure  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  economy. 
But  this  was  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  in  every  part  of ' 
the  country  there  was  a  vifible  difpofttion  to  practife  ftrict 
economy  in  every  article  of  human  confumption,  and  it  was 
natural  to  hope  that  the  influence  of  his  MajeAy*s  royal  pro* 
damation  on  the  fubject  would  give  ftill  greater  activity  to 
this  fpirit.  On  general  grounds  then  there  was  no  reafon  for 
adopting  the  propofed  meafure,  neither  was  there  any  more 
urgent  reafon  on  a  particular  view  of  this  fubject.  The 
noble  Lord  in  his  calculations  had  by  no  means  made  the 
proper  allowance  to  juftify  his  conclufion.  In  the  number 
of  horfes  he  had  dated,  there  was  a  very  large  proportion 
which  were  indifpcnflbly  neceiTary  for  the  difcharge  of  bufi- 
nefs»  and  to  them  the  propofed  regulation  could  not  extend. 
On  the  whole,  on  this  refolution  it  appeared  that  the  high  . 
price,  together  with  the  fpirit  of  economy  fo  generally  pre- 
valent,  and  likely  to  be  dill  more  fo,  would  accomplifh  fully 
the  end  propofed.  On  the  other  meafure  propofed,  he  (hould 
remark^  that  it  was  odious  in  the  mode  in  which  alone  it 
could  operate,  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without 
interfering  with  the  peace  of  domeftic  life. 

Lord  H9lland  (hortly  vindicated  the  firft  meafure.  He 
conceived  that  if  it  .was  even  a  matter  of  probabfe  fuppofi* 
lion  that  the  mca&ire  might  procure  for  human  confumption 
a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  grain  now  coofumed  by 
horfes,  this  was  a  fubject  which  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be 
fubmitted  to  the  coofideration  of  the  committee.    If  it  was  ^ 

uue. 
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true»  the  meafui-e  would  add  very  materially  to  our  fiock  $ 
tnd  if  it  was  falfe»  it  was  proper  that  even  a  rufpicion  of  its 
truth  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  public  mind. 
He  was  not  fo  clearly  convinced  of  the  cffcdl  of  the  oiher 
meafure.  He  rather  was  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  a  dimi^* 
nut  ion  was  effefted  in  one  way,  it  would  be  biilanced  in  , 
another.  Ar  all  events  the  meafure  poflcfTed  fuch  a  degree  of 
importance  as  to  be  worthy  of  the  immediate  confideration  of 
the  comnuttee,  and  therefore  he  (faotild  vote  for  the  prefent 
motion, 

Lnrd  Hobart  faid  a  few  words  againd  the  propofed  mea- 
fures..  If  any  noble  Lord  could  bring  forward  any  diflind 
pradicable  plan  to  fecure  greater  economy,  he  (hould  give  it 
his  warmed  fupport.  There  was  no  noble  Lord  in  that 
Houfe  who  felt  more  keenly  than  he  did  for  the  fuiFcrings  of 
the  poor,  and  he  was  convinced  that  none  of  their  Lordihips 
would  allow  a  fmgle  day  to  pafs  over  without  extending  to 
them  fome  proofs  of  thi^  compafTion.  He  was  not,  how- 
ever, convinced  of  the  propriety  of  compulfory  meafures, 
and  therefore  he  fhould  oppofe  the  motion. 

I  ord  Darnley  replied  to  the  objections  of  Lord  Camden 
and  Lord  Hobart,  declaring  that  if  the  faving  would  be  equal 
to  an  entire  year's  importation^  that  alo.ne  was  a.  fufficient 
reafon  why  his  motion  Ihnuld  pafs. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid  the  motion  went  to  nothing  fpc* 
cific ;  if  his  noble  Friend  won)d  introduce  the  meafure  he 
aimed  at  in  a  bill,  it  might  in  that  (hape  be  examined  and 
difciifTcd,  but  the  utmoft  fcope  of  his  imagination  could  not 
enable  him  to  devife  how  any  bill  could  be  framed  on  fuclh 
groiftids;  wiih  a  hope  of  its  being  conftdered  practicable* 

Lord  Darnley  faid  a  few  words  in  reply. 

The  qnedion'was  then  put,  and  the  Houfe  dividcdr-Coti- 
tents  15— Not  Contents  5. 

HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  bill  icfr  the  farther  fufpenf|on,of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  was  brougiit  up  by  the  Attorney  General  fronj  the  Com- 
mons,, who  defired  their  LordOiips*  concurrence  — On  xlje  ' 
bill  being  read, 

Lord  Holland  tok  to  give  the  bill  his  decided  difapproba- 
tion.  It  had  been  cuftomary  to  defer  oppoiitiou  to  bi)ls 
coming  from  the  other  Houfe  till  the  timp  pf  their  fecond 
reading,  but  the  prefent  was  a  bill  of  a  nature  fo  alarming,  of 
a  compledion  fo  daagerous,  of  a  fpirit  fo  hoflile  to  the  beft 
lights  and  privileges  of  EngUlhmen,  that  he  mud  think  it  a 
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iit  fubjeA  for  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  He  knew 
not  what  might  have  been  the  motives  of  thofe  who  propofed 
the  bill  laid  on  the  table ;  he  was  ignorant  of  the  reafons 
which  nitght  have  prevailed  on  the  other  Hnufe  tofandion  it 
by  their  approbation,  but  he  lamented  that  there  was  fuppofed 
to  be  fo  fmaU  a  portion  of  fpirit  left  in  this  Hotife  as  that 
their  LordOiips  fliould  tamely  fubmit  to  have  fuch  a  meaAire 

Sropofed  for  their  conHderation  under  the  preient  circum^ 
ances  of  the  country.  At  a  moment  when  Parliament  had 
met  for  the  great  pnrpofe  of  relieving  x\}c  dti^rtlTes  of  the 
people,  when  the  means  of  affurdsng  this  relief  formed  the 
grand  purpofe  of  their  meeting,  the  gre  t  end  of  their  delibe- 
rations, a  bill  was  laid  on  their  Lordfhips  table,  calculated  to 
impofe  on  the  people  a  prefTure  flill  more  dreadful.  A  mea- 
fure  was  offered  for  the  approbation  and  concurrence «!  their 
Lordfhips,  whofe  purpofe  was  to  annihilate,  at  Icaft  for  a 
temporary  period,  that  liberty  which  was  io*the  people  of  this 
country  the  inheritance  purchafed  by  their  fathers'  blood,  and 
fupported  by  their  fathers' exertions,  and  to  place  their  per- 
,  fons,  iheir  comforts,  and  even  thefr  lives,  under  the  arbitrary 
comroul  of  thofe  Minifters  by  whcm  'hat  controul  had  already 
been  fo  grofsly  abufed  This  meafure,  fo  pregnant  with 
danger,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  frcedt>m  of  rhe  country  was 
prefented  at  a  time  when  thefe  Minifters,  with  all  their  dili- 
gence, with  all  rheir  defire  to  frame,  pretext  fur  its  adoption, 
had  been  able  to  produ/e  no  evidence  of  any  thing  in  the 
circumAances  of  the  nation  from  which  its  adoption  was  lobe 
juilified,  any  thing  from  which  it  could  be  jnferred  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  prolong  its  continuance.  Never,  furcly,  was  at- 
tempt to  demand  confidence  more  mifplaced ;  never  was  a 
propofal  to  give  new  powers  more  abfurd  than  unto  thofe  who 
at  prefent  enjoyed  the  favour  of  his  Majefty,  and  yet  on  the 
fecond  rleading  of  this  bill,  thofe  noble  Lords  who  (liould  op* 
pofe  this  confidence,  would  be  called  upon  to  give  their  rea- 
fons  why  the  conftitution,  which  fecured  whatever  was  moft 
valuable  or  important,  ihould  not  be  farther  fufpended.  To 
combat  the  general  \il legations  of  the  fupporters  of  the  mea^ 
fure,  thofe  who  oppofed  it  would  l)e  called  upon,  in  the  ab^ 
fence  of  all  proofs,  th  it  any  necclfuy  for  its  continuant  did 
czid,  to  go  into  detail,  to  bring  forward  proofs  and  argu* 
ments  why,  on  the  unfupporied  authority  ofMinifters,  the 
whole  fyftem  of  public  freedom,  of  perfonal  fecurity,  of  in- 
dividual enjoyment,  fhotild  for  a  time  ceafe  to  be  experien- 
ced.-   But  without  entering  injo  minute  arguments  drawn 
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from  the  prefent  fpirit  of  the  people,  td  (he^  that  the  mearure 
Was  Called  for  by  no  circumdances,  it  was  of  the  higheft  inu> 
portance  to  look  back  to  the  circucnnatices  which  were  coo* 
fidered  to  jiidify  it  in  the  tnoft  conftitutional  ticiks  of  our 
hiftory.  1 1  was  perhaps  difficult  to  determine  what  combina- 
tion of  circumftances  ought  to  aiithofife  a  meafure  like  this  ; 
but  certain  it  is,  that  our  anceftors  had  never  thought  general 
alfcnions  of  danger  any  reafon  for  its  adoption.  They  ad» 
mirted  it  only  either  when  there  was  ftrong,  clear  and  deci» 
five  «\'idence  of  a  confpiracy  among  a  large  body  of  men, 
among  whom  individuals  could  not  be  convi&ed  and  brought 
to  puni(hment  wiihcHit  giving  the  alarm  to  the  relt^and  alfbw* 
ing  them  an  opportunity  to  conceal  their  crimes,  or  efcape 
the  reach  of  law  ;  or»  when  fome  grand  .confpiracy  adua)ly 
did  exift  which  ir  might  be  difficult  to  counterad  by  the  gene* 
ral  ctkA  of  the  national  policy.  Tbcfe  were  the  onl/  cafes 
when  our  anccflors  had  thought  it  was  ever  expedient  tofuC» 
pend  the  operation^  of  that  invaluable  privilege  which  gave 
fccurity  to  all  their  rights,  and  effed  to  all  their  advantages. 
Minifters  had  now  however,  thought  it  expedient  to  renouace 
this  ancient,  long  eftabliOied  conftiiutional  ground.  They 
had  choftn  to  publifli  a  new  do^rine,  and  inftead  of  a  ftriking 
and  fffeci fie  cafe  of  neccffiry,  had  rifked  the  meafure  on  an 
Undefined  avowal  of  general  danger.  With  them  it  was 
enough  to  aifert  that  danger  did  exift,  without  poititing  out 
the  fads  from  vyhich  itsexiitenCe  can  be  inferred — with  theHi 
fuch  aiiert ions  were  to  fupply  the  place  of  private  combina- 
tions, or  a  general  conspiracy  againft  the  Government* 
which  alone  was  the  foundation  of  the  condud  of  our 
■ncedors. 

Againd  fiich  a  mode  of  reafoning  there  were  however  the^ 
(Irongeft  and  monconclufive  obj  dions.  If  it  at  all  proved 
any  things  it' went  to  prove  that  the  prefeni  bill  might  be  pro- 
longed to  any  given  period,  or  rather  that  it  might  obtain  a 
perpetual  enactment.  There  would  never  be  warvting  pre- 
texts imder  all  circnmftances,  and  in  every  period,  to  autho- 
rife  its  continuance  on  fuch  grounds  as  thofe  on  which  it  was 
now  offered  to  the  Houfe.  There  could  never  arrive  a  time 
when  it  might  not  bepofTibleto  juftify  it  by  motives  of  gene- 
ral danger.  Minifters  Teemed  to  argue  that  becaufe  the  mea- 
ftire  had  under  certain  circumf^ances  bebn  produdive  of  good^ 
it  Was  therefore  to  be  continued  when  thefe  circumftances 
had  ceafed  to  operate.  He  was  foitiewhat  at  a  lofs  to  under- 
Hand  what   wa$  the  real  meaning  of  fttch  language.     He 
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wiflicd  them  boldly  and  fairly  to  come  forward  and  fay  whal 
was  their  intention^  what  was  the  objed  they  had  in  view. 
•Was  it  really  their  objeft,  that  all  the  ancient  laws,  which 
gave  iccurity  and  permanence  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubject, 
that  all  the  wife  regulations  of  our  anceflors  to  check  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown»  were  for  ever  to  be  fufpcnded,  and  that 
on  their  niins  (hould  be  eitablifhed  a  regular  fyftem  of  oppref- 
Sion  and  defpotifm  ?  Were  the  (hackles  which  they  had  iorg- 
-ed  to  be  made  perpetual,  and  that  freedom,  whicl\more  than 
its  phyfical  advantages  had  long  diflinguiftied  this  iflahd  in 
the  (tale  of  Europe,  to  be  withdrawn  for  ever?  If  thi&  was 
not  the  true  end  of  meir  meafures  he  was  altogether  at  a  lofs 
to  know  by  what  motives  they  were  animated.  If  the  pre- 
fent  prcflTure  of  the  country,  and  the  difconients  which  natu- 
rally rcfultcd  from  thofe  burdens  which  in  the  courfcof  a  wax 
of  nnexampled  profufion  bore  fo  hard  on  their  comforts,  were 
to  be  allowed  as  fufficient  arguments  in  favour  of  the  meafure, 
it  was  impoflible  to  determine  where  fuch  principles  would' 
larry  iMinifters.  If  ihefe  were  in  reality  their  principles,  if 
this  was  in  truth  their  language,  and  indeed  it  was  the  only 
language  which  they  could  hold  on  the  fubject,  it  was  tanta> 
mount  to  faying  to  the  people  of  England,  that  their  conditu- 
tion  wars  never  to  be  reftored.  That  difcontents  did  exifl  to  a 
cert^n  extent  in  this  country  was  not  to  be  denied  ;  that  there 
might  even  be  fome  individuals  who,  notwirhftanding  all  the 
fcenes  of  anarchy  which  a  neighbouring  Country  had  difplay- 
cd,  might  entertain  a  wi(h  to  overthrow  the  condituted  au- 
thorities, was  not  impoflible.  He  believed  that  never  was 
there  a  country  in  which  fuch  difcontents  did  not  exift, 
in  which  fome  factious  fpirits  were  not  to  be  found. 
But  even  if  it  could  be  (hewn,  that  in  difierent  countrits, 
and  under  different  Governments,  fuch  difcontents  were 
unknown,  he  would  boldly  affirm  that  this  had  never 
taken  place  tmdcr  a  government  which  ever  profellbd 
to  be  founded  on  the  liberty  of  the  people.  The  i  ni- 
form  gloom  of  apparent  faiisfadion  was  ever  the  fureft 
evidence  of  defpotifm.  But  allowing  that  in  this  country  dif- 
contents did  exift  to  a  certain  degree,  the  true  queftion  now 
for  their  Lordllups*  determination  was,  whether  this  natural 
refult  of  a  (late  of  liberty,  whether  this  partial  evil,  arifmg 
out  of  the  bed  privilege  of  human  natore,  wa^  to  fan£lion  a 
meafure  which  fuperfeded  the  exercife  of  all  thofe  rights, 
tl  e  enjoyment  of  all  thofe  advantages,  which  bad  for  ages 
di(lingui(hed  the  inhabitants  of  this  favoured  land?     If  the 
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fupporters  of  this  moafure  thought  that  the  fervour  which  ift 
the  bread  of  Etiglilhmen  gave  rife  to  occafional  tucnulr,  was 
to  fanditof)  the  annihilation  of  whatever  was  valuable  in  ih« 
Brit i(b  conflitut ion,  of  \vhaiev(!r  vvas  dcarcft  to  the  heart  of 
freemen,  it  was  their  duty  to  fpcak  out  their  fentimentsi  to 
avow  their  ileipcrate  defignsY  and  to  appear  in  their  true  light* 
as  the,t'rtend^  ot  ilavcry  and  abfoltitc  power.  But  in  conQ- 
dering  this  fubjt'£)»  it  was  farther  innporiant  to  coniraft  not 
merely  the.  coniiiiuiional  ground  of  a  bill  like  thc^  prefentp 
with  the  ground  adopicd  by  minivers,  but  alfo  the  ufe  which 
was  inaie  of  that  power  which  it  placed  in  their  hinds.  It 
had  never  been  the  practice  in  the  better  tiines  of  the  confti* 
tiition  to  exert  the  power  granted  to  feize  and  detain  fediiioiis 
perfons,  except  where  there  was  an  intention  to  bring  to  trial, 
or  whan  the  apprchenfion  was  preceded  by  an  accufation  on 
oath.  But  what  had  been  the  ufe  whieh  miniflers  had  made 
of  their  difcretionary  power?  Had  there  ever  been  difplayed 
on  their  part  a  determination  to  bring  thofc  individuals  fcized 
to  a  fair  and  open  trial  ?  They  had  detained  them  nearly  three' 
years  in  prifon  without  the  form  of  accufationy  atid  accor- 
ding to  the  dill  exilling  ilatutes,  they  could  not  legally  hold 
them  longer  in  confinement  than  the  time  when  that  term 
Ihould  expire.  Yet  was  there  the  lead  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
they  would  be  able  to  collcS,  during  the  few  months  that  ftill 
remained,  any  evidence  adequate  to  their  convidicn,  fince 
they  had  been  imable  to  eftabiifh  their  guilt  jn  a  period  of 
much  longer  duration  ?  Ministers  pretended  that  thefe  men 
were  detained  for  the  fake  of  general  fecurity  ;  but  was  there 
a  fingle  noble  Lord  in  that  Houfe  who  was  ferious  inalFerting 
that  their  liberati^in  would  have  the  leaft  tendency  to  difturb 
the  public  repofe  ?  He  was  convjnced  that  no  man  who 
formed  his  opinion  from  a  contemplation  of  the  (late  of  the 
country  could  he  fcrioufly  perfuaded  that  any  evil  was  likely 
to  arife  iroin  the  deliverance  of  thefe  men  from  a  long  coi^ 
finemen),  during  which  th<re  was  no  evidence  of  their  guilt. 
What  then  had  bt^en  the  efFc£l  of  the  long  and  foliiary  con- 
finement of  thefe  unfortunate  men?  They  were  generally 
taken  from  the  lower  clafles  of  fociety,  and  were  compofed 
of  individuals  whofe  exigence  depended  on-  their  labour. 
During  this  peri6d  they  had  loft  all  the  advantages  of  their 
trade — they  hadfqrfcited  all  the  joys  of  domcftic  intercourfe, 
and  were  forced  to  give  up  whatever  conld  alleviate  the 
weight  of  their  fufFerings,  whatever  could  foften  the  rigour 
of  fevere  confiLnement.  The  pernicious  egeds  of  this  qn 
their  temper^   on  their  charafler^  on  the  means  of  their 
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future  exiftence,  were  incalculable ;  but  thefe  were  fhe  ef- 
ft€ts  of  that  billy  the  farther  continuance  of  which  was  re* 
qutrbd  from  the  Houfe.  Thefe  were  the  effeds  of  the  bill 
In  the  hands  of  minifters,  and  thefe  effeds  might  be  extended 
•  to  any  number  of  Englifti  fu1>jeds.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  view  of  fuch  evils  would  have  excited  the  liveliclt  indig- 
nation ;  when  the  bare  idea  that  miniflers  couM  have  con- 
fined, in  fome  folitary  cell,  even  one  individual  againd  whom 
there  was  no  charge,  would  have  fugg^fted  the  ftridlcn  fcrit'^ 
tiny.  This  time,  however,  was.gone,  this  fpirit  was  at  pre- 
fent  dormant,  and  the  bare  benches  of  the  Huufe  afforded  but 
fmall  encouragement  to  perfevcrance  in  oppofition  to  minif* 
ters.  Thefe  days  he  hoped  again  would  return ;  that  ancient 
fptritof  freedom  he  trufted  would  again  revive;  but  what- 
ever might  be  the  refult  of  the  preftnt  apathy  to  meafures  fo 
peculiarly  interefling  to  the  country,  he  fliould  never  relax 
his  oppofttion  totneafures  hoftile  toliberty^repugtiant  to  the 
genius  of  the  Britifli  conHituiion— deftrudive  of  the  rights 
of  the  people — he  (hould  ever  give  his  mort  marked  reproba- 
tion to  a  bill  which  checked  the  influence  of  all  tbofe  lav^s 
which  fecured  individual  as  well  as  public  liberty.  Con- 
vinced as  he  was  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  circum(tances 
of  the  country,  which  even  at  the  fiiit  introdti^ion  of  the 
bill,  could  jiiltify  fo  violent  a  meafure,  he  had  confide  red  it 
to  be  his  duty  then  to  oppofe  its  enafiment.  Many  nobfc 
Lords,  allowing  their  minds  to  be  too  much  influenced  by  a 
temporary  alarm  at  that  time  excited,  had  readily  ajfented  to 
the  meafure.  In  the  country  at  large,  he  would  admit,  ihat 
there  alfo  prevailed  ^  confiderable  degree  of  alarm,  and 
without  calculating  the  confequences  of  the  bill,  there  was 
produced  in  the  mitids  of  many  people,  a  convidion  of  its 
necefllty.  That  conviflion  had  however  been  dcllroyed. 
The  alarm  excited  by  temporary  clrcumftances  had  fubfided, 
and  the  people  would  not  now  look  to  the  continuance  of  the 
meafure  with  the  fentiments  they  had  formerly  indulged. 
They  were  alarmcid  not  at  the  prevalence  of  fedition  and  dif- 
affection,  but  at  the  extraordinary  encreafe  of  the  influence  of 
the  Crown.  They  were  alarmed  at  the  fyftem  of  profufion 
adopted  by  ihiniftry,  fupported  by  taxes  now  too  fevert  to  be 
endured.  They  were  alarmed  that  a  conteft  begun  for  the 
purpofe  of  retraining  the  ambition*  of  France,  had  tended 
to  encreafe  her  aggrandizement.  They  were  alarmed  that  a 
war  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  of  checking  the  defigns  of  one 
ftatc  which  threatened  the  deftruction  of  evtrfothefi  fliould 
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Have  deprived  us  of  every  ally,  and  given  birth  to  a  coafede« 
laey  againft  our  exiftence  as  an  independent  nation. 

The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  ftating,  that  he  was  not  per* 
fectly  convinced  that,  under  apy  circumftances  a  bill  like  the 
prefem  was  expedient.  On  this  however  he  might  differ  with 
great  and  good  men,  but  he  had  no  difficulty  in  maintaining 
that  if  it  ever  was  adopted,  it  (hould  never  be  reforted  to^ 
except  in  cafes  of  the  greateft  danger,  and  ^s  no  cafe  of  this 
kind  was  now  prcfented,  he  would  give  the  bill  bis  mod  de* 
cided  reprobati^m. 

Lord  GteKVilli  in  reply  contemled  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
employed  arguments  againft  the  meaftire  which  were  wholly 
inapplicable.  It  was  the  object  of  his  fpeech  to  oppofe  the 
whole  fpiritand  object  of  the  hill.  This  was  fufficiently  con- 
fident with  his  own  views,  and  with  the  fentimentshe  had  at 
former  times  delivered  on  this  fubject.  But  this  was  not  the 
qutftion  before  the  Houfe;  this  was  not  the  point  on  which 
they  had  now  to  form  an  opinion.  Their  LordQiips  had  for- 
merly, by  their  adoption  of  the  meafure,  dated  their  convic- 
tion of  its  expediency  under  the  extraordinary  circumdances, 
not  of  this  country  alone,  but  of  all  Europe.  They  were 
perfuaded  that  then  there  exided  a  propenfity  to  the  reception 
of  principles  dcdructive  of  every  thing  valuable  in  focial  life, 
and  that  there  actually  had  been  formed  a  mod  foul  confpi- 
racy  to  airallinate  his  Maj^dy,  to  overturn  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  and  to  dedroy  the  goodly  Pfdem  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  conditution.  To  counteract  a  confpiracy  which  in- 
volved the  rOin  of  our  religion,  ot  our  liberties,  of  our  pro« 
Eeriy,  in  a  word,  of  whatever  is  excellent  or  ufeful,  their 
fOrdfhips  had  perceived  the  necediiy  of  drong  meafiires  of 
precaution. — They  had  judged  it  expedient  to  give  up  for  a 
time  t)^e  exercife  of  one  mod  important  privilege,  by  that 
m^ans  to  preferve  the  fydem  itfelf  from  the  dedruction  pre* 
pared  for  it.  This  then  having  formerly  been  fettled,  the 
only  quedion  now  was,  whether  their  Lorddiips  were  fatis* 
fied  of  the  propriety  of  their  former  .re folution?  If  they 
were  perfuaded  that,  under  the  influence  of  the  bill  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table,  principles  dedructtve  of  all  order, 
fubverfive  of  all  happinefs,  repugnant  to  all  virtue  in  a  date, 
had  been  niateriafly  weakened.;  if  they  believed  that  dan- 
gerous machinations  had  beea^  prevented ;  that  fcenes  of 
anarchy,  diforder,  and  mifery  witneflTed  in  a  neighbouring 
^  land,  had  been  kept  at  a  didance  from  our  abodes;  that  the 
fair  inheritance  of  genuine  liberty,  banded  down  from  age 
.  to  age.  unimpaired,  bad  been  preferved  in  its  original  perfect 
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tion  ;  if  they  believed  this  they  would  have  no  hefltation  in 
entertaining  the  prefent  btlh  But  it  has  boen  faid  that  there 
%vas  no  evidence  brought  forward  in  fupport  of  its  neccfliiy. 
Was  not  all  the  information  formerly  laid  before  the  Houfo 
now  Qpen  for  the  infpedion  of  their  Lordftiips  ?  and  did  not 
the  reports  on  the  table,  which  any  noble  Lord  might  confult 
for  his  fatisfadion,  furnifh  fufficient  evidence  of  ihe  fadU  on 
which  the  bill  was  founded  ?  Would  it  not  then  be  to  a6l  in- 
confiftenily  with  their  former  dccifions  to  rcfuTc  to  receive 
the  bill,  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country, 
when  fedition  had  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to  work  up 
the  fpirits  of  the  people  to  difaffc^lion,  and  alienage  them 
from  the  duty  they  owed  to  tlie  government  as  (he  guardian 
of  their  lives  and  property. 

From  a  firm  convidionthat  the  meafure  had  been  produc- 
tive of  incalculable  advantages  in  our  pafl  experience,  and 
from  a  full  belief  that  the  prefent  flate  of  the  country  re- 
quired its  continuance,   he   (hould  have   no  hefitation  in 
moving  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  tim6. 

The  Dtike  of  Bedford^  though  he  profelR-d  to  have  little  to 
add  to  what  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpuke 
firft,  could  not  give  a  filent  vote  againll  a  meafure  whicb  ap- 
peared dcfcMKltrd  not  even  by  the  ihadow  of  an  argument,  it 
wa$  unneceflary  at  prefent  to  repeat  the  arguments  he  had  for* 
merly  ufcd  againft  the  bill,  and  it  might  be  fi-fficient  to  fay 
that  he  fliould  ever  reckon  it  as  a  molt  unjuliitiable  violation 
of  the  rights  ar»d  liberiies  of  the  country.  But  it  was  fomo- 
what  curious  to  attend  to  the  reafoning  of  the  noble  Secretary, 
who  defended  it  on  the  prefent  occalion.  He  had  not  pro- 
duced a  (ingle  new  fact,  he  had  not  referred  to  a  fingle  new 
'  circqmdaptce,  which  could  induce  the  Houfe  to  fanCtion  its 
continuance. — He  had  indeed  alluded  to  the  former  reports, 
and  on  the  facts  they  contained  he  rcfttd  his  defence  of  the 
meafure.'  He  was  not  difpofed  to  allow  that  even  thcfe  fafts 
by  any  means  pri>ved  the  neceflity  for  its  original  inirodtic- 
tion.  But  conceding,  however,  this  for  the  fake  of  argu- 
ment, what  was  the  noble  Secretary's  reafoning,  even  on  his 
owi^  principles?  He  laid  down  a  pofition,  that  a  confpiracy 
formerly  exiftcd  in  this  country  of  a  moft  foul  and  atrocious 
nature.  To  defeat  this  confpiracy,  the  prefent  meafure  was 
reforted  to,  had  been  prodtidive  of  beneficial  eife£ls,  and 
hence  arofe  the  propriety  of  its  farther  ccMitinuance.  This 
wa5  in  truth  a  moft  conclufive  mode  of  reafoning.  Becaufe 
a  confpiracy   formerly  cxilledi    therefore  it  now  exifts  ; 
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lyecairfe  a  parficiilar  mearure  was  thtffi  of  advantage  it  tndft 
Hill  be  i«tained  in  force.  But  what  was  more  atrfurd  tfian  to 
affirm  that  becaufe  a  cdn()){racy  once  ptevailedy  it  moft  tn* 
date  for  ever — becaufe  dangerous  principles  once  had  fwayed, 
they  were  to  remain  ever  unchanged. — ^Yet  fuch  was  the  only 
argument  which  the  noble  Secretary  had  tf fed,  and  following 
tip  the  argument  to  i  s  confequcnces,  if  the  bill  was  conti* 
nued  on  fuch  grounds  for  any  definite  time,  it  might  becon« 
tinned  for  an  indefinite  period : — it  might  be  prolonged 
through  months,  through  years — nay,  even  through  eternity. 
No  new  groimd  being  brought  forward  in  fupport  of  it^  and 
there  appearing  to  ^im  nothing  in  the  (late  of  the  countiy  to 
juftify  it,  his  Grace  concluded  by  exprefling  his  firm  deter* 
mtna.ion  to  oppofe  the  bill. 

Lord  Eidon  rofe,  and  in  a  very  (Irong  and  able  fpeech/Aip- 
ported  the  bill.  He  began  with  admitting  that  it  was  the 
-duty  of  every  noble  Lord  to  fpare  no  opportunity  of  reftfting 
any  bill  that  fiifpended  the  Habeas  Corpus,  as  no  bill  to  de^ 
prtve  the  fubjed  of  that  invaluable  'blefling  odght  to  pafs, 
unlefs  the  neceflity  was  great,  and  felt  to  be  fo.  He  htmfelf 
would  have  gone  much  farther  than  the  noble  Lords  on  the 
point  of  refiltance,  if  he  was  not  cont4nced,  moft  thoroughly, 
that  a  (Irong  neceflity  had  exifted  for  the  pafling  fuch  bills  as 
the  prefent,  from  time  to  time  for  fome  years,  and  dill  re- 
mained for  now  pafling  it..  If  fuch  bills  had  not  been  pafled, 
the  Sovereign  not  only  would  not  have  been  now  upon  the 
Throne,  but  every  atom  of  our  conftitution,  our  religion, 
our  laws,  and  our  freedom,  would  have  been  long  facrificert 
and  overturned.  The  prefciit  was  not  merely  a  bill  to  fuf- 
pend  the  Habeas  Corpus,  but  to  keep  in  force,  for  fix  weeks, 
after  the  meeting  of  the  Infipertal  Parliament,  that  fufpen^^ 
(!on,  and  feveral  other  ads  giving  extraordinary,  but  necef- 
fary  powers  to  government,  to  arrcft  and  imprifon  perfonson 
fuCpii  ion  of  rreafonable  machinations  and  prafiices,  that 
would  continue  in  force  under  the  exidiug  law  till  about  the 
fecond  week  in  February,  whether  the  prefent  bill  pafled  or 
not.  His  Loitlfhip  inflanced  the  confpiracies  which  had  exr 
iflcd  in  Ireland,  in  immediate  connexion  with  France,  and 
which  were  nc»i  at  firft  credited  to  have  exiftence  by'thofc 
who  thought  themfclves  well  informed,  before  they  broke 
-out  in  open  rebellion  ;  and  confpiracies  carried  on  in  this 
country,  growing  out  of  the  confpiracies  in  Ireland,  afcer^- 
«tai'ned'  by  the  trials  at  Maidflone,  as  undeniable  proofs  that 
ihey  were  not  merely  phantoms  of  imaginary  evils|  but  evils 
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Jb^  l^oMld  bi^tti  profkiccd  the  mod  fatal  confequeocfs,  hatf 
noi  the  vigilance  4n4  prudknt  exertions  of  the  governmeDt 
pjrev^Qted  thuir^ing  brought  toaA,  and  crowned  with  the 
fticccfs  theconfpirators  hoped  for. 

Lord  Holland ^z^  a.ibort  reply  to  Lord  Grenville's  and 
Lofil  Eldon's  arguments, 

•   The  Houfe  divided  on  the  qneAion,  .Contents  for  nega-^ 
living  the  t^UU  3*    Not-Contents,  15. 

^      ¥OUR    RELIEF    BILL. 

Th^  order  being  read  for  going  into  a  committee  on^  this 
bill, 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  his  obje^ions  might  be  re- 
moved be(t  ip  the  committee,  he  would  therefore  ;iot  go  at 
length  into  detail,  but  merely  ftatfe  what  ihey  went  to^  viz. 
the  power  given  to  overfeers  ^'  to  provide  a  fufficient  ftock  of 
provifions,  out  of  which' they  were  to  giv<;  parochial  relief  to 
the  poor»  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  relief  to  any  perfou 
or  bis  family  fubfifting  wholly  on  parochial  relief,  or  biie- 
third  of  the  joint  amount  of  the  weekly  earnings  of  any 
perfon,  and  the, parochial  relief  ordered  or  allowed  him,  her, 
or  their  family,"  and  the  part  of  the  bill  compelling  Juflices 
of  the  peace  to  meet  at  the  general  fcflions,  and  give  their 
reafons  for  not  ordering  fucb  fubftitutes  to  be  didributed  in 
c^-rta<o  parifliesor  di(lri6ls. 

Tlie  i3uke  explained  on  what  he  grounded  his  objedions 
.  in  both  refpeAs,  and  (lated  that  he  (hould  move  in  the  com^ 
mitteeto  amend  the  part  which  referred  to  his  firft  objedlion, 
and  to  omit  the  whole  of  the  words  which  enafied  what  he 
confidered  9s  his  fecund  objedion.  He  alfo  ftaied  that  the 
exiting  law  aflPorded  powers  equal  to  all  the  ufeful  objc&s  of 
ibe  bill. 

Lord  Gremnlle  fiaied,  that  the  different  views  in  which 
each  fubje^i  of  the  noble  Duke's  objeAion  (truck  him,  and 
aflfigned  his  reafuos  for  thinking  it  right  to  fupport  the  bill  in 
all  points  as  it  Hood. 

The  Honfe  refolved  iifelf  into  a  committee,  when  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  reiterated  his  obje^ions  one  by  one,  and  moved 
his  amendments,  and  feveral  otherSf  on  one  of  which'^the 
committee  divided  Contents,  3,  Not-Contents,  13*  They 
were  all  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  Duke  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Lords  comr 
mitteest  for  their  fpecial  confideration  and  report. 

Lord  Grtnvilb  and  Lord  Spencer  ftrongly  objeded  tt>  xh\%. 
4IS  likdy  to  create  umeceflary  delay. 
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^  The  Dtike  of  Bedford  was  fupporied  hf  Lord  Holland  and 
Lord  Darnley,  who  contended  that  on  account  of  their  nobii 
Friend's  particularly  great  perfocial  expetaenoe  oq  the  fubjed, 
arifing  fronnt  the. known  and  laudable  atientioii  be  had  paid  to 
it  in  every  .praAicable  mw,  that  hhs  oootion  ought  to  be  fub» 
mitted  to. 

Lord  Grenvilk  at  length  moved.  That  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  the  next  day.' 

The  Dtike  of  j?//^r^  complained  of  the  (hortnefs  of  the 
notice,  attd  hoped  it  would  be  put  o(F  to  a  future  day. 
.    Lord  GrtmnUe  affigned  his  reaTons  for  objeding  to  longer 
delay,  and  the  order  was  made.  .  . 

The  Duke  then  faid,  he  would  argue  it  fully  on  the  Gsve- 
ral  grounds  of  policy,  of  ftate,  and  of  expediency,  and  moved 
that  the  Lords  be  fummoned. — Ordered. 

Lord  HoUaPid  faid,  he  had  given  nottceof  ht6  intention  t6 
make  a  motion  that  evening  for  papers  reJaiivo 'to  the  conduA 
of  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Sidney  Smiths  touching  the  violation 
of  the  convention  of  Egyptt  but  as  he  prefumed  the  Houfe 
was  fufficiently  fatigued,  and  were  not  willing  at  that  hour  to 
take  a  trip  to  Egypt,  he  would  withdraw  his  notice,  and 
bring  it  forward  next  Tuefday. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  oFcOMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    DEC.  I9. 

Lord  Arikn  prefented  an  account  of  tlie  quantity  of  provi- 
fions  purchafed  by  government  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  war. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  Abbott  faid,  the  bill  fdr  afccrtaining  the  population  of 
Great  Britain  had  been  returned  from  the  Lords  with  fever^l 
amendments.  He  was  glad  to  fee  that  their  Lordfiiipis  ap- 
proved of  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  fiill  could  not  toe 
that  there  would  be  any  impropriety  in  requtrbg  ihe*clergy 
to  take  an  account  of  the  inhabitants  in  their  refpeAive  .pa- 
riOies.  As  they  tbemfelves  difliked  the  emplc^tneni,  and 
thought  it  would  interfere  with  their  eoctefiaftical  fun^ions, 
he  fhould  certainly  acquiefce  in  the  amendment  which  frees 
them  from  having  any  concern  with  the  meafure.  From 
the  information  which  he  had  derived  from  a  very  extenfiv49 
conrefpondence,  he  hoped  BIH  to  be  able  to  render  .the  bill 
more  unexceptiooable,  and  tetter  calculated  to  afifwer  its 
^nd.    He  then  moved  that  the  confideration.  of  the  ameful- 
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merits  faiaife  by^tbe  hoidt  be  adjourned  tiH  WUaeiaay 
fe'hnight. 

After  fome  uninterefting  converfation  tlifs  motion  was 
agreed  to»  and  Mr.  Abbott  obtained  leave  touring  in  a  new 
bill  to  take  an  accoont  of  the  papulation  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Bragge  brbtight  up  the  report  of  the  Ciimmiitcc  on  the 
duties  payable  on  the  importation  of  undrefled  hemp.  The 
refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  in  pur« 
fuance  of  them. 

The  Curacoa  free  port  bill,  snd  the  bill  for  the  continiia* 
tion  of  the  alien  ad  till  fix  months  after  the  conclufion  of  a 
general  peace,  were  read  a  third  time  and  paifed. 

The  army  and  navy  fedudion  bill  was  reported,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Ahbott  brought  in  his  new  bill  to  afcertain  the  popu- 
lation  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  read  a  iird.and  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Gny  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houie  an  ac- 
count of  the  quantity  of  cheefc,  butter,  aodlieer,  purchafed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  navy,  fince  the  bcginnirg  of  the 
'War.to  the  prefent  date,  diOinguiihing  the  average  prtcef. — 
Ordered. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bounty  granted  oo  the 
exportaticni  of  herrings  was  received,  and  ihe  committee  on 
the  bill  for  allowing  4he  ufe  of  fait  dtHy  free  for  the  piirpofe 
of  curing  herrings,  &c  was  ordered  to  make  provifion  for  it. 

The  laft  mentioned  bill  went  thiough  a  committee,  and 
having  received  feveral  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported the  nexi  day. 

A  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of  undrefled  hemp,  duty 
free,  from  the  countries  within  the  exclufive  jurirdt£)bn  of 
iht  Eaft  India  Company,  was  read  a  Arft  and  fecond  time, 
ahd  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  Grenada  merchants  bill,  the  bill  to  authorife  his  Ma«- 
jefty  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  examine  the  acccwint's  of 
•commiflaries,  &c.  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  Swcdifli  her- 
fitig  bill,  were  reponed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
'the  next  day. 

The  expiring  laws  bill,  and  the  quarantine  bill,  were  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  fale  of  bread  which  has  not  been 
1>ak«d  14.  hours,  was  commiued,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  the  next  day.  i 

The  CbanctUor  of  the  Exchecuer  moved,  that  a  meflagc  be 
ent    to  the  Lords,  requefting  their  Lordlbips  to  communicate 
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copies  of  amy  reports  made  by  the  committee  appointed  by 
their  Lordihips  to  confider  the  prefent  high  price  of  provi- 
fions.  — ^Ordered. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  manufacturing  and  ufe  of  fine 
flour  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
the  next  day. 

RBMEF   OF   THE   POOR. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  comnyttee  to  confider  the 
fifth  report  of  the  feledl  committee  on  the  high  price  of  pro- 
vifions  prefented  the  preceding  night,  when 

Mr.  Hyder  rofe,  and  in  a  fpeeeh  of  confiderable  length,  at<- 
tempted  to  prove  the  necefljiy  of  the  meafures  it  recommends. 
The  firfl  propofition  was  of  fuch  a  nature  that  no  one  could 
have  the  leaft  difiiculty>in  agreeing  to  it.  The  fituation  of 
the  pariflies  was  fuch,  that  they  flood  in  need  of  tnftant  re- 
lief, and  there  was  no  way  in  which  they  could  be  relieved  fo 
fpeedily  as  by  advancing  a  fum  of  money  for  their  ufe  frodi 
the  civil  lift.  The  fecond  refolution  might  appear  of  a  more 
doobiful  policy,  but  upon  mature  confideration  would  be 
found  equally  indifpenfible*  There  was  nothing  new  in  the 
roeafure  whatever,  as  by  the  43d  of  Elizabeth,  power  to 
proceed  much  greater  lengths  was  entrufted  to  the  magif* 
trates.  If  any  particular  parilb  was  unable  to  maintain  its 
poor,  they  were  authorifed  to  call  upon  any  individuals  in 
any  adjoining  pari(h,  and  to  make  them  contribute  to  any 
amount,  and  it  the  hundred  was  unable  to  fupport  its  poor* 
they  might  aifefs  the  hundreds  in  the  vicinage.  This  was  not 
the  mere  dead  letter  of  the  law,  but  had  been  frequently  prac- 
tifed,  -and  although  the  principle  were  not  eftabliflied  by  do* 
fm»e  law  and  ancient  cuflom,  it  was  fo  confonant  to  reaum, 
juflice  and  equity,  that  no  one  could  objedt  to  it.  From  the 
local <divi(ions  of  the  metropolis,  and  other  reafons,  it  would 
be  neceiTary  to  revtfe  and  new  model  the  old  law  in  the  man- 
ner propofed.  There  were  but  two  alternatives,  that  the 
pariftes  ihould  remain  in  their  prefent  deplorable  condition, 
or  that  they  ihould  be  conibltdated.  To  think  of  aflifling 
them  from  the  public  money  was  altogether  abfurd.  A 
local  fund  mud  be  rcforted'  to,  and  this  was  the  only  way 
in  which  a  local  fund  could  be  raifed.  After  making  many 
other  obfervations  (for  which  fee  the  report)  Mr  Ryder  con- 
cluded by  moving,  That  the  Chairman  be  di  reded  to  move 
that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying 
|iim  to  advance  a  fum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  pari(bet 
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^i  Stepney,  MUe^End,  Bethnal  Green »  &c>  and  RflTuring  him 
Utat  ihe.Uoufe  will  make  good  the  famr.  •  I 

Mrl  hiichoUs  aflccd,  why  thefe  pariflics  fliould  be  ai&fted 
more  than  many  others  \  He  knew  Teveral  pari(hes  in  his 
aetghbourhood  where  the  poor's  rates  were  19s.  in  the  pounds 
and  fome  where  ihey  were  23s.  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman  in  the  latter  end  of  his  fpecch  had  completely 
tontradfded  wliat  he  had  advanced  in  the  beginning  of  it. 

Mr.  Robfon  maintained  that  the  meafure  propofed  was  of  a 
very  alarmiig  nature.  Property  in  fume  parilhes  would 
be  deteriorated  at  50  per  cent.  He  hoped,  at  any  rate»  that 
it  would  not  be  hurried,  and  that  timewould  be  given  for 
petitions  to  be*prefrnted  againft  it. 

Mr.  Tiemgy  faid^  he  (hould  not  then  oppofe  the  poor  being 
relieved  in  iheoiode  propofed.  but  he  begged  leave  he  might 
not  be  coafidered  as  being  guilty  of  inconTiftency  if,  finding 
tfao  tneafures  propofed  generally  dillikedy  he  (hould  oppoft 
tfaem  on  a  fuMire  day 

The  ChanesUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  ctrcum* 
ftances  of  ihefe  pari  (lies  was  To  peculiar  that  the  manher  in 
which  it  was  propofed  to  aJiil  them  could  not  poflibly  be 
J^wa  into  a  precedent*  The  inhabitants  were  all  labouring 
pbari>».who^voiked  through  the  day  in  the  more  opulent  pa- 
ft(hes»  aiid  retired  there  to  pafs  the  night.  The  ptinciple  of 
the  4;^d  of  Elizabeth  applied  here  with  tenfold  ftrength. 
Nothing  could  be  more  equitable  than  that  the  rich  and  poor 
|Kiti(hes,  which  are  in  the  fame  vicinity,  (hould  be  confult- 
dated  together.  The  nominal  amount  of  parifh  rates  was 
extremely  fallacious.  Becaufe  in  fome  they  were  as  high  as 
jr9s.  in  the  pounds  it  by  no  means  followed  that  the  proprietor 

"  had  only  one  (hilling  to  himfelf,  a$  appeared  clearly  indeed 
Irofn  the  honourable  Gentleman's  in(lance  of  fome  paying 

•  ajs.  in  the  pound  It  was  impoflible  that  the  fame  circum- 
ftances  could  exifl  in  the  country,  as  there  the  number  of  in* 
habitants  was  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  value.of  the  foil, 
and  they  could  fcarcely  exift  even  in  any  great  town,  as,  ex* 
cept  in  (he  metropolis,  the  rich  and  the  poor  were  pretty 
jbqualiy  blended  together.  The  rate  propofed  to  be  raifed 
would  not  exceed  two- pence  halfpenny  in  the  pound  on  the 
rcRial  of  the  houfes  in  the  diiFerent  diftrids*  Yet  this  af«- 
ftrflTment  was  to  depreciate  theValueof  property  50  per  cent* 
and  to  excite  general  clamour  and  difcontent !  He  hoped  the 
teftrics  wouU  not  allow  themfelves  to  be  mifledi  and  that  this 
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tneafure  would  nor  be  loft,  a^  the  ope  propofed  laft  feffion,  bjr 
grofs  fnirreprefentatton. 

Mr.  Rohfon  faid,  he  would  agree  to  the  meafiire  at  once»  if 
ihe  honouraMe  Gentleman  woiiid  give  htm  fcciirity  of  not 
being  obliged  to  pay  more  than  two-pence  halfpenny,  but  he 
was  certain  it  would  prove  a  heavy  burthen  to  htm  and  to 
many  others.  The  afliilance  (hould  come  from  the  publfc 
purfc*  and, he  was  furc  that  thi?  was  the  only  way  of  relieving 
the  poor  without  exciting  difcontent. 

Sir  IW  Pultengy  entered  into  a  long  difquifltion  to  (hew  the 
impolicy  of  the  poor  laws,  and  the  ruinous  confequences  of 
extending  them.  For  every  ten  years  the  po  >r's  rates  had 
doubled,  and  no  wonder,  as  no  man  will  work  who  can  live 
in  idlene^^ ;  but  now  they  would  be  quadrupled.  The  only 
check  would  be  taken  away  by  the  facility  produced  <^ 
railing  money.  This  TyAem  was  moft  mifchievous  to  the 
poor  themfeives.  No  boon  they  could  receive  could  be  a 
compenfjtion  for  their  habits  of  induftry.  If  mlnkfters  per- 
lifted  in  extending  the  fyftcm,  they  would  do  mote  mifchiof 
to  their  country  than  any  minifters  ever  had  done. 

The  (  hjTicellor  of  the  Exchequer  f aid ^  that  at  the  prefent 
moment  thefe  obfervations  were  aflually  inapplicable.  Tem-^ 
porary  relief  there  muft  be  given,  and  the  only  queftion  was, 
how  it  was  to  be  given.  The  parifhes  were  incompetent, 
and  only  one  gentleman  had  ventured  to  fay  that  money 
(hould  be  granted  from  the  public  purfe.  A  local  fund  thea 
of  ihe  nature  propofed  was  the  only  one  that  could  be  had 
recourfe  to.  .He  allowed  that  it  was  moft  mifchievous  to 
teach  a  m^n  to  look  for  fubfKftence  from  any  fource  except 
his  own  exertions  ;  btit  the  meafure  propofed  had  by  no 
means  that  tendency.  Such  was  the  neceftary  difproportion 
between  the  rate  of  wjtges  and  the  price  of  provifioas,  that 
a  man,  with  his  utmoft.eiForts  often  was  unable  to  provide 
for  himfelf  and  his  children.  Though  the  fyftem  might  have 
been  nf  qneftionable  policy  at  firft,  now  that  it  had  been  long 
cftablifhed,  it  could  not  poffibly  be  abandoneil,  far  lefs  in  a 
moment  of  difficulty  like  the  prefent.  He  was  particularly 
anxious,  that  no  one  (bould  give  ear  to  the  groundlefs  init- 
nuat ion, :  that  there  w^s  any  intention  to  extend  the  fyftem. 
It  was  his  wi(h  to  make  it  more  equal,  but  by  no  means 
naore  burthenfom^. 

Sir  imiiafn  Pultmy  p^rfifted  in  his  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
pofed relief  (hould  be  taken  out  of  the- public  pur fo  rather 
tliad  fkoia  tlie  parUhtt ;  for  then  the  meafure  dmv  propofed 
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could  never  pafs  into  a  precedent,  vrhich  he  much  feared  wal 
fomewhat  the  intention  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  brought 
forward. 

Mr.  NUbptts  was  alfo  of  opinion  that  the  propofed  relief 
fhould  be  paid  out  of  the  public  purfe. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Weftern^ 
Mr.  Johnfon,.Mr.  H.  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  the 
lefolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Ryder  then  moved  the  following  refolution  : — •♦  That 
for  the  purpofe  of  affording  temporary  relief  to  fuch  pariflies 
within  the  bills  of  mortaliiy,  and  parifhes  adjacent  thereunto, 
as  are  unable  to  fiipport  their  own  poor,  it  is  necelfary  that 
a  local  fund  (hould  be  raifed  by  a  genet  al  tax  or  rate,  on  fuch 
pariflies,  under  certain  refolutions  or  exemptions  as  may  be 
thought  expedient,  and  that  the  fum  fo  advanced  by  his  Ma* 
jefty  (hall  be  made  good  out  of  the  produce  of  fuch  local 
fund.'' 

This  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  on  the  motion  that  the 
report  be  received, 

Mr.  Hobboufe  oppofed  it  on  the  ground  of  unneceflary  pre- 
cipitancy. 

Mr.  Kofe  faw  no  neceflity  for  any  delay. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  for  receiving  the  report  now. 
Ayes  38— Noes  8. 

Mr.  Robfon's  motion  refpe<Eling  the  cavalry,  was  deferred 
till  Monday. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATURDAY,    DEC    20. 

The  Palace-yard  buildings  bill,  and  another  bill  palTcd 
through  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  other  bills 
.00  the  table,  were  read  a  ftage  each. 

FOOR    RBLIEP    BILL* 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  poor 
relief  bill  having  been  moved  and  read, 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  and  entered  at  great  length  of 
detail  into  a  difcufTion  on  the  diiFerent  points  and  bearings  of 
the  bill,  under  the  feveral  heads  of  its  expediency,  itb  policy, 
and  its  neceflity. — He  faid  he  perceived  that  he  had  toaddrefe 
himfclf  to  nearly  the  \gij  fame  noble  Lords  to  whom  he  had 
fubmitted  his  fentiments  upon  the  bill  the  preceding  evening, 
and  lamented  that  he  had  not  had  further  time  allowed  him, 
or  an  opportunity  of  dating  his  opinions  lefpeding  it  to  a 
much  fulUr  audience.    He-might,  poifiblyt  in  that  cafe  have 
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^HOI  pnly  had  to  find  his  attempts  to  (how  that  the  bill  was  in- 

«zpedien(»  impoliti€»  and  iioneceiTary,  were  wholly  inefltC- 

IimI,  but  even  if  the  majority  againft  him  were  to  be  9eii 

times  greater  than  if  was  then  likely  to  be,  he  QicnM  be 

glady  and  cheerfully  fiibmit  to  the  judgment  i|nd  deciftoa  of 

•  the  Houfe.     He  had  heard.a  few,  of  what  were  called  aigit- 

-jg^cnts,  advanced  in  reply  to  the  objedions  he  had  urged;  but 

the  grounds  on  whieh  the  fupport^rs  of  the  bill  refted  their 

prepofleflions  in  its  favoiir»  had  never  been  explained  to  hint, 

.  neither  had  miniilers  coodefcetided  to  give  the  Houre  any 

lights  as  to  the  reafon  of  their  deeming  a  new  bill  neceflary« 

when  aU  the  bed  objeSs  ef  it  might  be  attained' uhd(ev  the 

exifting  laws*  *  The  bill  bad  clearly  originated  in  a  repiort  of 

the  commiitee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons; 'and  as'^arly  as 

hev  could,  after  the  report  of  that  commhted  had  been  laid 

on  the  tabie  and  referred  to  the  Lords  committees,  }^t  had 

called  the  attention  of  the  Hoyfe  to  the  recomixiendation  It 

contained,  on  the  necefGty  of  paAing  a  bill,  on  fomething 

like  the  fame,  but  not  on  the  fame  principle  as  that  of  the 

bill  then  under  coafideration,  and  had  propofed  an  indnfc- 

tion  to  the  Lrords  committees,  to  diredthetr  enqiiiHes  tothat 

part  of  the  report  immediately,  and  after  having  obtained 

the  neccflary  information,  to  (late  it  in  the  proper  form  to  the 

Houfe.     That  motion  he  was  told  was  irregular,  and  heh^ 

confented  to  withdraw  it,  not  merely  becaufe  it  was  faid  to 

1)c  irregular,  but  becaufe  he  wifhed  not  to  cmbafrafs  their 

commiitee  in   any  manner  whatever.     From  the  way  in 

which  his  argument  wrs  received,  he  had  flattered  himfelf 

th^^t  his  fentiment6  refpe<9ing  the  necellity  of  their  commit^ 

tees  proceeding  to  take  it  intoconfideration,  would  have  had 

their  weight,  and  that  tbofe  who  might  have  been  the  moft 

able  to  have  guided  the  judgment  of  the  Hotifer  would  havt 

made  a  fpecial  report  on  the  fubjcft  before  them.'   That  not 

being  the  cafe,  he  had  been  under  the  ncceffity  of  repeating 

his  objedions  in  a  more  detailed  manner  than  that  in  which 

he  had  at  iirft  thrown  them  out,  and  the  more  he  examined 

rhe  biUi  the  more  he  was  convinced  of  its  being  inexpedient. 

to  pafs  it«     He  heard,  he  had  been  underftood  to  aifert,  that 

iheoverfeers  had  a  rigbf  to  give  rtlirf  to  the  poor  in  fiibfti- 

tuces  infteadof  money.      He  certainly  meant  to  fay  no  ftich 

thing,  becaufe  he  knew  that  they  had  no  fiich  right  by  law. 

What  he  meant  to  fay  was,  that  overfeershad  the  power  to 

'  give  fubditutes ;  and  /has  thuy  tmdoubtedly  had,  becaufe  when 

a  poor  n)an  applied  to  the  overfeer  fpr  rplitf|  the  overfter 
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jnigbt  fend  him  to  the  workhoure;.or  if  the  pauper  ^ifhed 
not  to  go  to  the  workhoOfe,  the  ovcrfccr  might  offer  Mm  re- 
Jief  in  fubftitutes.  The  Duke  faid;  he  objcded  to  the  claufe 
rfefpeding  overfeers  and  rubftitiites,  as  it  (Vood  in  the  bill;  be- 
cSufe  he  thought  it  was  a  miifch  better  way  to  oblige  the 
ovecf^er  to  prpvide  rub(litule.s  and  to  offer  the  pauper  relief 
in  money,  cxcrcifing  at  the  fame  time  his  difcrction.  For' 
Inftance,  if  a  poor  man  sy plied  for  relief  to  the  amount  of 
.two  ihillings,  on  the  plea  that  he  wanted  an  additional  loaf  to 
•maintain  his  family,  which  was,  he  ohferved,  about  the  pre- 
.fcnt  price  of  a  wheaten  loaf,  iheoverfeer  might  fay,  **  here 
is  a  good,  wholefome^  and  nutritious  loaf,  made  of  barley 
and  wheaten  flour  mixed,  which  weighs  more  than  the  loaf 
^  made  entirely  of  fine  wheaten  flour,  but  cofts  only  twenty- 
pehce."  If  the  poor  man  refufed  the  bread,  he  might  take 
the  twenty-pence,  and  lay  it  out  in  wheaten  bread.  If  he 
went  to  the  ale^houfe,  or  iquandered  it  away  in  another  man- 
ner, he  might  eafily  be  prevented  from  doing  fo  a  fecond 
time.  He  would  be  foon  with  the  overfeers  again  for  relief, 
^nd  then  the  alternative  of  the  workhoufe,  or  relief  in  fub- 
llites  might  be  tendered  to  him.  He  contended  that  it  was 
the  l^ft  way  to  give  ihe  poor  man  praying  relief  his  option 
of  money  or  fubiftiiuics,  and  that  the  overfecr  wo^ld  find  it 
bis  interefl  to  do  fo.  Among  other  obje£lions  to  the  forcing 
th^m  to  take  a  part  in  fub/litutes,' no  inconfiderable  one 
arofe  from  the  enormous  expence  of  carriage  of  the  fubfti- 
tutes,  efpecially  to  the  poor  refident  in  little  villages  at  a 
diftance  from  towns.  In  the  towns  the  fubf^itutes  might  be 
provided  at  a  lefs  es^pence,  but  the  p;or  of  towns  would  find 
their  fituation  made  worfe  by  the  compelling  them  to  take 
fubditutes,  becaufe  heretofore  they  in  a  great  meafnre  de* 
j>ended  on  the  benevolent  families  in  the  town  for  taking 
care  of  them,  and  making  them  as  comfortable  as  poflSble. 
To  another  part  of  the  bill  he  alfo  objc£led,  viz.  to  that  part 
which  enaded,  that  a  third  of  the  parochial  relief  fliould 
be  given  to  the  poor  fubfifling  whfilly  on  parochial  relief,  or 
one-third  of  the  joint  amount  of  the  weekly  earnings  of  Any 
perfon,  and  of  the  parochial  relief  allowed  htm.  This  put 
the  pauper,  who  fubfided  whc4ly  on  parochial  relief,  and  the 
indudrious  labouring  poor,  who  only  wanted  a  proportion  of 
relief,  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  it  was  highly  impolitic  to 
raife  the  one  as  high  as  (he  other,  or  fink  the  induMrious  la- 
bouring poor  to  the  level  of  the  pauper  who  fubfifted  entirely 
on  charity;    The  Duke  inftanced  the  cafe  of  a  labouring 
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man  in  Bedfordfliire  wh6  applied  for  parochial  relief,  and  on 
the  Juftices  enquiring  the  amount  of  th^  earnings  of  the 
man»  his  wife  and  children  coUeAively  per'week»  it  was 
found  that  the  amount  of  the  whole  was  tweaty*eight  (h\L^ 
lingSy  and  yet  the  Juflices  were  fatisfied  that  the  lum  was. 
ioai^equate  to  the-  maintenance  of  the  man  and  his.familyi 
and  relief  was  granted  him.  Ought  Tuch  a  man,  he  aiked;- 
to  be  clafled  with  the  pauper  wAo  fubfifted  folely  on  pa« 
rochial  charity  ? 

Having  ijtated  much  of  vvhat  he  had  colleAed.from  en« 
quiry  among  farmers  and  magiftrates,  and  others  n)oft  capa- 
ble of  fpeaking  with  full/  information^  and  from  pradical 
k-nowledgei  as  w<:ll  as  from  his  own  perfonal  acquaintiiiic^ 
with  the  (^Sts  ou  which  his  argument  re(led»  the  Duke  faid» 
he  h«d  new  grounds  of  ,objedion  to  the  proceedings  0/  the 
Committee  who,  Aibfeqiiently  to  hi$  motion,  had  examined 
one  witnefs  as  to  the  greater  propriety  of  giving  the  relief 
cither  in  money  or  fubditutes  ;  after  which  he  left  London,; 
and  confequently  could  not  anfwer  for  what  the  committee 
had  done  in  his  abfence  on  th'at  head.  He  was  not  mafier  of 
all  that  the  minutes  of  the  committee  containedy  but  from  a 
curfory  perufal  of  the  minutes,  he  perceived  that  the  firft 
witnefs  the  committee  exan^ined  to  that  point  was,  that  the 
bed  mode  was  so  give  the  relief  in  money  ;  the  next  witnefs, 
a  magiflrate  in  town,*certa,nly  recommended  fubftituies,. 
and  faid  they  felefled  foch  as  the  poor  could  not  eafily  ex- 
change for  liquor  at  the  gin-thop,  fuch  as  herrings,  which 
were  fold  uncommonly  cheap;  but  it  was  not  till  after  fome 
trials  that  the  poor  could  af certain  whether  herrings  was  a- 
fpecies  of  food  which  they  could  relilh.  Having  dwelt  for. 
fome  time  on  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  his  Grace 
fai4f  he  had  been  told  it  was  irregular  to  call  upon  the  noble 
Lords  of  the  committee  to  fpeak  to  what  paifed  up  (lairs 
upon  the  fubjefl ;  he  would  act  therefore  do  fo,  but  he  was 
convinced  that  the  poor  would  not  refufe  the  fubftitutes  i^ 
it  were  fairly  left  to  their  opiion  :  if  they  were.forced  to  take 
them,  a  degree  of  harOinefs  was  exercifed  over  them  which 
had  heretofore  never  been  praftifed.  In  the  county  in  which 
he  lived  (the  county  of  Bedford)  fubftiiutes  had  been  given  in 
lieu  of  other  relief,  in  this  manner,  for  above  thefe  two 
nionths,  andihe  fefCoQS  had  three  mpnths  ag^o  made  ani^oider 
for  the  ovcrfeer  to  provide  hitnfclf . with  good  fubllitutes, 
whi.h  th'  poor  were  weU  pleafcd  with,  T>iit  ^tidcr  the  pre- 
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rcmbtU  be  ffiiich  doiibidd  #ti«tii«r  ^e' ftlbflUutes  iRfbiM  be 
equaHy  goo4« 

.  With  nsgatd^o  the  policy  oif  the  mcafiire,  he  IhaM  ifft 
fiiy»-ttht  bill  was-abr»rd;  and  h  fbrely  wis  impolittc  ift  the 
higheft  degree 'f (5  pafs  a  bill  of  reftriaidn  o«  the  poor,  iitt- 
one^htely  after  (hey  had  rejed«d  bills  of  reftridion  on  th« 
rich,  for  fuch  were  the  two  bills,-  to  pare  the  way  for  the 
tnttoduAion  ef  which  a  noble  Lord  (not  now  in  his  place} 
had  moved  t Wo  refolutions  the  preceding  day^  which  the  Houie 
had  thought  proper  to  i-ejeA  ;  the  one,  an  tnftrtiftion  to  the 
Committed  to  cotifideT  of  a  computfory  bill,  with  regwd  ta 
a  general  domefl^ic  ecoMonny  in  refped  to  wheaten  btead  and 
^tael^-en  floor  ;  the  other  in  refpe£k  to  oats.  To  the  former 
he  had  fakl  nothing,  bt^t  be  had  endesMrotsred  to  ftipport  the 
he^p»  thoogk  without  giving  any  opinion  whether  fuch  a bHI^ 
eotild  be  rendered  pra^icable  or  not.  Poflibly  iit  defence  of 
the  pfcfent  mcafure^  the  ftipporters  of  the  MH  woukLfay,  It** 
a  matter  of  charity,  and  we  hare  a  right  to  give  relief  m 
whatever-way  or  in  %vhatever  article  we  ehufe.*'  He  utterly 
denied  the  aflkrtron.  It  was  not  a  meafure  of  charily.  Every 
hbonmg  maft  who  tHIs  the  land  is  entitled,  ^  right ^  to  fe- 
much  of  its  pfodtjcc,  in  reward  for  his  induftry,  as  wilt 
ferve  to  maintahi  himfetf  and  his  family.  Therefore  they 
were  not  jufttfied  in  placing  rcftrrfiions  on  the  natural  right* 
of  the  indufi^ious  hu^ndman*,  without  whom  no  one  of 
their  I/ord(hips  could  frt  in  that  Houfe,  or  hold  their  ex* 
tltence.  The  bril  not  only  wodd  operate  in  filence,  as  » 
i^ftrifiion  on  the  poor,  b«t  it  pfainly  told  them  that  tie  fiib- 
IHtates  were  lefs  palatable  than  their  accuftomed  food^  et 
elfe  what  necelfity  was  there  for  a  compulfory  law,  like  that 
tlien  under  confideraiion  i  It  was  bad  policy,  alfo,  with  a 
view  to  the  fafcty  of  the  State  apd  of  &)vernmcnt  at  fiioh  a- 
moment  as  this,  whcn'not  only  provifions  and  wheaten  breads 
were  fo  high  in  prlce,^  that  the  poor  couM  fcarcely  purchafe 
any,  but  when  alt  the  fubftitutes  fw  both,  had  rapidly  aticf 
recently  rifen  to  ftich  an  extravagant  height^  fome  in  pro* 
portion  of  70  or  80  per  cent,  fome  a  kundVed,  and  fome 
to^ouMe  their  price  (cfpecially  herrings),,  to  four  the  mind» 
of  the  poor,  alrcaily  fiifficiently  diftrelTed,  and  make  tlicm 
fretful  and  impairewt^  and  out  of  humour  with  Parliament, 
who  they  faw  rcjetling  bifts  rmpofiiig  reftriftTons  on  them«^ 
fclves,  and  pafTing  othefs,  impoimg  reflridionj?  on  the  left 
opulent  and  comfortable.  It  might,  for  aiight  he  knew,  be 
ifT^grd,  ihal  there  was  amekfiire  pending  in  the  other  Houft 
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(and  which  he  believed  he  was  in  ord^r  to.^Uo<)e,to»as.t|)e 
Totcs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftated  it),  he  mcam  the  ^j^jl 
to  oblige  the  bakers  to  make  only  one  fort  of  bread»  and  .ufe 
no  fine  wheateii  ftoiir,  which  would  bear  more  jn  poin't  of 
reftriAion  upon  the  ^ich  than  upon  the  poor  ;  but- he  liardly 
thought  fubftituting  a  browner  bread  made  of  wheat,  n/v^uld 
fairlf  warrant  fuch  an  argument. 

When  he  firfV  Taw  the  bill,  the  Duke  faid,  h^  looked  as  if 
with  an  anxious  wi(h  that  it  liiight  be  fo  ain'ended  as  top^fs  9 
and  he  had  flattered  himfelf,  that  under  the  amendmeitts  that 
he  had  moved  the  preceding  day,  it  might  have  been  attended 
with  confiderable  advantages,  but  he  had  cotiftderqd  it  n^ott 
dofely  fince  then,  and  after  a  deliberate  taveftigatiqn'  of 
its  probable  tffcA^  he  was  fatisBed  that  rt  otight  not  to  pafs. 
It  originated  in  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of. 
Commons,  as  he  had  before  obferved,  bm  fortunately  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  not  relied  entirely  on  the  ^^uthority 
uf  their  Committee,  and  introduced  precilely  fuch  a  bill  as 
fhcy  had  recoiruncnded  in  their  report ;  if  they  bad  done  lb, 
the  bill  would  have  been,  not  only  like  the  prefent  one,  in^ 
expedient,  impolitic,  and  uancceflary,.  but  a  bill  fo  mrfchiov- 
ous,  that  it  might  have  o[)erated  the  ruin  of  the  country. 
He  tnifted,  for  the  reafbns  he  hadafTigned,  that  he  had  proved 
that  the  prefetit  biTI  was  inexpedient  ;  if  he  had  failed  in 
that)  that  he  had  fucceeded  in  (hewing  it  to  be  an  impolitic 
bill ;  if  there  again,  he  had  been  more  fiKcefsful  in  maoi-. 
felling  It  to  be  an  unnccefiary  bill,  and  likely  to  prove  pcr- 
aicicnis  in  its  effefls  to  the  ftate  and  government  ot  the  king- 
dom ;  but  if  he  had  failed  in  all,  and  not  convinced  oihera 
eif  the  opifMons  he  decidedly  held  of  it  in  each  refpeft  hrmfelf, 
his  own  mind  was  fo  Completely  m«ic  up  to  the  objedlions 
be  had  detailed,  that  however  much  he  might  lament  the 
having  fruitlefsly  taken  up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Houfe,  he  mufl  perfift  in  voting  againft  its  paflicig. 

Ear)  Camden  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  the  noble  Duke  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  ranged  his  arguments  under  two  heads 
— <hc  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and  his  objection  to  the 
bill.  He  had  tMs  day,  however,  abftained  from  calling  upon 
noble  Lords  who  had  been  members  of  the  C^'mipittee,  as 
he  had  done  the  preceding  day  (and  whk  h  was  ccrtaitily  verr 
irregular],  to  leftify  to  what  had  paffed  above  ftairs.  It  was 
not  neceflary  for  him,  his  LordOiip  faid,  nor  perhaps  was  it 
cafy  for  him,  to  charge  his  recolleflion  with  all  that  paffed 
in  the  Committee,  b^t  he  flattered   hirafelf  that  the  nftble 
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.  Duke  would  admit,  that  every  attention  was  paid  tdltie  bsg^ 
geftions  or  hints  that  he  favoured  the  ConMnittee  with,  and 
thut  all  its  members  ftudloufly  endeavoured ^to  protit  by  the 
doUe  Duke's  aai(bince.-^[The  Duke  nodded  aflenti  With 
rerpe^l  to.  the  replies  of  the  witneflfesi  mentioned  by  the 
noblo  Dujce,  he  believed  be  was  extremely  correS.  The 
"U  itnefles  had  'been  eitamined  in  the  order  that  the  rioble 
Duke^h^d  (lat^d,  and  they  had  given  Tuch  anfwers  as  tha 
noble  Duke  had  related  tn  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  which 
of  it(tif»  afforded  a  pretty  (Irong  proof  how  anxiotis  the 
Committee  were  to  afcertain  the  expediency,  policy^  and 
necelfity  of  the  provinons  of  the  prefent  bill.  Having  done 
foy  he  mud  differ  totally  from  the  noble  Duke»  and  lo  con* 
vinced  was  he  that  it  was  not  a  bHi  which  the  poor  would 
confider  as  injurious  to  them,  he  was  perfuaded  that  they 
would,  on  the  contrary,  regard  it  an  additional  proof  qf  the 
atixious  ^^avours  of  the  Tegifiature  to  provide  in  the  beft 
poflible  manner  for  thcirMn^refts  in  refpe&  to  provifions 
^and  relief,  where  parochial  reli^  was  neceflary.  The  Earl 
itiade  a  few  further  obfervations  to  juHify  his  continuing  to 
fupport  the  bill* 

The  quedion  was  then  put,  That  the  bill  be  read'a  third 
time  ?  when  the  Houfe  divided,   ^ 

Contents  13 — Not  Contents  a 

The  bill  then  paffcd. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  immediately,  ahd  fald,.  he 
wifhed  to  call  their  attention  to  a  particular  matter  advened 
to  by  bim,  when  he  had  firft  addreflcd  them,  foaie  weeks 
fince,  on  the  fiibjed  of  the  paragraph  in  the  firft  report  of 
tlie  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  they 
recommended  the  pafling  of  an  ad,  upon  the  grounds  of 
which  the  bill,  which  the  Houfe  had  juft  pafled,  was  erefied. 
He  meant  the  unfortunate  lltuation  of  the  littlb  (hop-keepers 
in  villages,  and  others  carrying  qn  trades  in  a  petty  way, 
who  had  hitherto  paid  the  poor^  rates,  and  (hence  were  not 
only  not  entitled  to  parochial  relief,  although  they  ftood 
perhaps  in  as  much  need  of  it  as  the  labouring  poor,  but 
alTo  v^cre  obliged  to  contribute  out  of  their  (lender  and  in« 
adequate  gains  towards  the  additional  increafe  of  the  rates, 
ciccafioned  by  the  increafed  number  of  the  poor,  which  the 
diftrefs  of  the  times  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  applying  for 
parochial  relief.  If  ttiefe  unfortunate  men  were  unable  ta 
pay  the  rates,  a  warrant  of  difirefswas  fued  out  againft  every 
one  of  them,  an4.  a  dUtcefs  levied,  unlefs  they  appealed  to 
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the  Qttarter  SeflSon,  which  was  To  expenfiye  a  procefe^  thsft 
it  far  eisceeded  rile  original  amottnt  of  the  lAte  in  qu«ftioi1» 
and  was  aUogether  be3fODd'the  reach  of  their  pockets. '  Tills 
had  been  for  fome  time  a  great  and  crying  grievancev  and  a 
•mod  oppreOive  hardfliip  upon  the  deicripHon  of  the  podr 
that  he  had  mentioned;  it  had»  therefore,  the  Dti^enKd, 
much  occupied  his  attention,  becauiei  as  the  matter  ftood, 
the  juftkes  badnodifcretion,  they  could  not  refufe  granting 
the  writ ;  and  if  it  was  matter  well  worthyof  benevolent 
confideration  at  prefent,  how  much  more  fo  would  it  become 
next  Eader,  when  the  poqr's  rates  mud  inevitably  be  almoft, 
if  not  entirely  doubled.     He  had,  he  flattered  himfelf,  an 
expedient  to  propofe,  which  would  afford  efibAual  relief  to 
thofe  who  were  at  prcfent  fo  heavily  opjJfeflal,  ancf  who 
muftt  if  Ibmething  was  not  done  in  their  behalf,  be  foon  ftill 
more  intolerably  opprefled,  and  his  expedient  was,  to  pafs  a 
bill,  empowering  thofe  perfons  to  make  their  appeal  in  the 
•firft  inftaoce  to  the  Petty  Scflioti,  to  be  held  for  thalpurpofe, 
•which  >vou Id  coll  them  noting/  and  Juftices  would  decide 
upon  the  cafe.     If  the  overfecr  (hduld  think  proper  to  ap- 
peal againft  the  decifion  of  the  Juftices  affembled  at  the 
•Petty  Seffion  to  the  Qiiartcr  Seflion,  the  expence  of  that  ap- 
peal would  lie  upon  his  (boulders,  and  the  Juftices  of  the 
Petty  Seflion  would  be  there  prefent  to  juftify  their  decifion, 
and  it  was  moft  probable  the  Qiiarter  Seflion  would  Confirm 
it.     The  Duke  faid,  he  might  poflibly  be  anfwered,  "  Why 
don't  you  bring  in  a  bill  to  the  effcft  chat  you  have  ftatcd  ?*' 
He  knew  that  fort  of  reply  had  been  recently  given,  but 
his  reafobs  for  not  doing  fo  were  thefe.     In  the  firft  place, 
he  knew  not  how  to  draw  up  a  bill  for  the  purpofe,  in  the 
next,  he  was  not  willing,  he  would  freely  confefs,  to  give 
hknfelf  the  trouble,  nnlefs  he  was  pretty  fure  beforehand, 
that  he  was  likely  to  fucceed.     Having  ihrowh  out  the  hint, 
it  remained  with  Mlnifters  to  judge  for  themfelvcs,  whether 
it  was  not  neceflary  for  ihcni  to  bring  in  a  bill  dalcuiated  to 
aflTord  the  relief  in  the  qucftion.     They  were  the  perfons 
who,  without  exceptit)n  he  believed,  brought  in  all  bills  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  public  meafurcs  into  execution,  and 
they  had  proper  official  and  profeflional  men  to  draw  them. 
Private  bills,  he  knew,  were  drawn  generally  by  folicitors, 
and  were  altered  and  amended  again  and  again  in  the  Houfe, 
till  they  were  reduced  to  a  pafl'able  Ihape ;  if  ftioh  a  bill  as 
he  had  mentioned  fhould  require  to  be  originated  m  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  Miniftcrs  had  the  means  in  ilicir  power  to 
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AnKUCC  it  to, be  there  properly  introduced,  aod  therefore  he 
ihouli  leave  the  matter  to  their  difcretiooj,  sKlding  onfy»  that 
vutjti  refped  to  .the  iocreafed  poors'  rateSf '  his  idea  was,  that 
the  .mfortun^te  perfons  in  queftion  fliould  only  be  called 
upon  forfjpoors'  rates  to  the  fame  amount  as  they  had  pttd 
dtiiiug  the  pcerebt  yeax ,  and  that  the  bill  (hould  take  effect 
froai  Eafier  nes^t,  but  it  was  cvidei^t  that  there  was  no  time 
to  be  loft  in  pa/Bng  it»  if  the  fuggeAion  he  had  thrown  out 
Vfas  thought  worth  attending  to. , 

1hi^X-9rd  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  apd  ina  low  tone  fatd 
a  few  words,  declaring,  that  fuch  a  bill  as  the  noble  Duke  had 
mentioned  mud  necefTarily  originate  in  the  other  Houfe*  and 
that  he  had  on  qooccafion  found  any  difficulty  in  prevailing 
on  overfeers  to  forbear  taking  out  warrants  of  diftrefs  in  cafes 
where  the  non-payment  of  the  poors'  rates  aroie  from  adlual 
aod  obvious  inability  to  pay. 

The  Duke  of  Uidford  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  it  was 
enough  for  him  to  have  thrown  out  his  ideas  upon  the  fub- 
'  ject ;  if  miniders  chofe  to  act  upon  them,  they  had  it  in 
their  power,  as  he  had  already  nncntioned,  to  introduce  fuch 
a  bill  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  might  render  mod  proper, 
either  in  that  Houfe  or  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  With 
regard  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord*ds  declaration,  ths^  he 
had  found  no  difficulty  in  perfuading  overfeers  not  to  take 
out  warrants  of  diftrcfs.  let  it  be  remenribercd, .that  there 
viwre  fome  overfeers  who  were  what  was  called  obftinate 
fellows,  and  that  the  judice  had  no  diferction.  In  fact,  the 
practice  that  hf  had  recommended,  of  the  party  ferved  with 
a  warrant  of  diftrefs  appealing  in  the  6rlt  infhince  to  the 
petty  feffions,  prevailed  in  BedfordOiire,  where  he  and  his 
brother  judices  were  defirous  to  relieve  unfortunate  men  in 
a  cafe  of  great  emergency  ;  but  he  feared  the  practice  was 
not  (Irictly  legal,  and  he  wiflied  to  make  it  fo. 

The  Lord  Qjancellor  faida  few  words  (inaudible  foeloW  tiie 
bar),  from  the  woulfack  ;  and  Lord  Holland  began  to  da  e 
fome  fcntiments  on  the  claim  of  the  Lower  Houfe  exclu« 
Tively  to  originate  bills  of  a  peculiar  operation,  vtrhen  the 
Lord  Chancellor  called  hjm  to  order. 

Mr.  Brne^^e,  Mr.  Lulhingion,  and  others  brought  up  a 
xneifage  rclaiive  to  the  report  of  the  Lords  Committees,  and 
the  bill  to  continue  an  act  for  the  punifliment  of  attempts  to 
feduce  his  Maje(ly*s  Tea  or  land  forces ;  the  Swedifl)  herring 
importation   bill ;    the  alien  continaation  bill :  tht  bill  to 
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amend  the  land  tax  redemption  bill ;  the  .Curacoa  free  port 
bill ;  the  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's  loan  extenfion  ViM  ; 
the  Wed  India  commiflioners  of  accounts  bill ;  and  feveral 
others  (in  all  nine  bills),  which  were  prefented  and  read  a 
firft  time. 

Lord  Holland  moved,  That  the  feduction  fca  and  land  force 
bill,  and  the  alien  continuation  bill,  be  printed. — Ordered. 
.—Adjourned.  , 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATURDAY,   X>^C.    20.  . 

The  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of  undrefled  hemp  from 
the  fetilements  in  India,  doty  free,  pafled  through  a  com- 
mitttee,  the  report  was  brought  up»  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

lii  a  committee  on  the  population  bill  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  loth  of  March  and  the  15th  of  May  (hould  be  the 
definitive  terms  for  giving  in  the  returns  from  all  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country.  The  report  being  brought  up  and 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday. 

On  the  motion  of- Mr.  Rofe  a  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be 
iflued  for  the  election  of  a  member  for  the  borough  of  Mid- 
hurft,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  in  room  of  Sylvefter  Doug- 
las, Efq.  (created  LordGlenbarvie),  who  has  accepted  th6 
appointment  of  governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  ftale  bread  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday. 

The  bill  to  prolong  the  time  for  the  re-payment  of  certain 
fums  advanced  by  government  to  the  Grenada  and  St.  Vin- 
cent merchants,  was  read  a  third  time,  pafled,  and  Mr, 
LufhingtoQ  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  Lords  for  their  con- 
currence. 

The  army  and  navy  feduction  bill,  the  bill  to  explain  and 
amend  the  land  tax  redemption  bill,  the  W.eft  India  com- 
miffioners  account  bill,  and  the  Swedifli  herring  importation 
bill,  wei^e  feverally  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  manufacture  of  fine  flour,  or  the  fale  of  bread  of  fuch 
flour.  Of  of  a  price  higher  than  that  which  (hall  be  fixed  by 
z  general  aflize.  The  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  fome  new 
claufes  added.  After  which  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  the  bill 
reported,  agreed  to,  the  bill  ordered  to  bi:  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday,  and  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  members. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  to  extend  the 
duration  of  fome  expiring  Isiws  was  brought  up  and  ag.Fectd 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday^ 
The  turnpike  act  bill,  and  the  bill  to  extend  the  opcr;jiioii 
'  of  the  quarantine  act  pafTed  la(l  fetlroni  went  through  a  com- 
mittee. The  report  were  brought  up,  and  the  bills  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

A  lift  of  the  minority,  who  voted  on  Friday  laft  for  de- 
laying, until  the  next  day,  the  report  of  the  meafure  for 
relieving  the'poor  of  certain  pariflies  by  an  afleffment  oir 
the  neighbouring  diftrict. 

EUifon,  Pnltncy,  Sir  W.- 

Hufley,  Nichols^ 

Johnfon,  Tufton^ 

Martin,  Weftera. 

TELLERS. 

Hobhoufe,  Robfbn. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDSw 

MONDAY,  DEC.  22. 

The  bill  for  the  better  maintaining  of  the  poor,  the  pat- 
liament  buildings  purchafe  bill,  and  the  Edinburgh  poor  re- 
lief bUl  received  the  royal  aflent  by  commiflion.  The  com- 
miflienersi  were  the  Lord  Chajicelloi;,  the  ArchbiOiop  of 
Canterbury,  and  Lord  Walfingham. 

The  land  tax  redemption  bill,,  the  Swedtlh  herring  impos* 
tation  bill»  the  alien  bill,  the  land  and  Tea  forces  fedudion 
bill,  the  Curacoa  free  port  bill,  the  Weft  India  commifli- 
ouers  of  accouiits  bill,  and  the  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's 
extenfton  loan  bill  were  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  mefTage  was  fent  to  the  Commons  in  anfwer  to  their 
meffage  of  Saturday  relative  to  the  fecond  report  of  the 
Lords  Committees  on  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  reU- 
tive  to  the  dearth-  of  provifions. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    DEC    22. 

Mr.  Pi/t  moved  that  the  Houfe  (hould  at  its  rifing,  ad* 
joujrn  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Robjon  oppofed  this  motion  for  an  adjournment, 
which  the  ftate  of  the  country,  he  faid,  did  not  admit.  The 
objefl  of  the  meeting  of  parliament  was  to  lower  the  price 
of  provifions,  but  proviftons  progreffively  rofe  every  week 
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fince  parliament  met,  which  was  caufed  by  the  cry  of  fear* 
city  we  fet  up,  and  which  had  made  our  meeting 'fo  far 
from  a  relief,  that  it  has  become  a  misfortune  to  the  people. 
Such  a  condu£t  h^s  raifed  the  price  of  provifions,  not  only 
3t  home,  b\it  abroad  in  every  country  throughout' Europe, 
whence  we  Wiight  have  obtained  relief,  an.d  pnxluce  well 
nigh  a  famine  in  e(Fed.  Herrings,  he  faid,  could  not  feed 
the  pedple,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  the 
on\y  perfon  fanguine  oi)  that  head.  He  would  then  afk 
livhat  he  had  done? — Inftead  of  relieving  the  people,  the 
objeft  of  our  meeting,  and  making  an  application  of  the 
fupUis  revenue  of  all  places  above  2cooI.  to  the  purchafe  of 
corn,  for  the  diftreflcd  and  indigent  inhabitants,  we  have 
charged  the  country  with  a  vote  of  three  millions  and  a  half 
more  of  debt,  for  which  taxes  mud  be  laid  on,  aiid  this  at 
a  time  when  the  country  groans  under  their  weight,  and 
wl)en,  amongft  the  finecure  places  of  gentlemen,  he  faw 
one  of  17,0001.  a  year. 

The  Houfe  received  a  irieflage  frotjfi  the  Lords,  ftating, 
4hat  their  Lordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  poor  relief  bill,  the 
Edinburgh  relief  bill,  and  the  houfes  of  parliament  im- 
provement bill ;  and  further,  that  they  had  communicated 
the  reports  of  their  own  committees  on  the  high  price  of 
provifions. 

Another  meflage  dcfired  the  attendance  of  the  Commons 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  royal  ^(Tent,  under  com- 
miflion,  to  certain  bills.  The  Commons  attendee};  ^nd  the 
Speaker,  on  his  return,  notified  the  royal  aflent  to  the  three 
bills  jnft  mentioned  and  fpecified. 

Mr.  Rob/on  refumed. — He  had  no  other  objefi  to  ftate  to 
this  adjournment,  than  the  devouring  cavalry,  it  would  be 
fufikient,  aiid  he  would  call  the  aiicniion  of  the  houfe  par- 
ticularly to  the  confumption  of  oats  by  the  horfes  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  government — (Called  to  order  J, 

The  Speal^r  here  interpofed.  He  faid  the  hon.  Member 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  on  this  fubje6l,  and  would 
wave,  he  fuppofed,  that  motion  in  confequence  of  this  dif- 
cuflion,  which  he  ipcant  to  apply  to  the  ^ueftipn  of  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  Rohfon  faid  a  week's  adjourntnent  wquld  defeat  the 
objeft  of  his  motion,  which  he  would  explain. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  bed  to  difcufs  it  feparately. 

The  Speaker  faid,  it  was  open  to  him,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
{X^an,  to  oppofe  the  quedion  of  adjournment,  and  to  apply 
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#  the  fabjefl  of  his  intended  motion  to  it  if  he  qould  do  it 
regularly,  though  he  was  aware  it  was  attended  with  diffiv 
culty. 

Mr.  Robfon  continued,  and  faid,  that  a  week's  adjourn-r 
ment  would  defeat  his  plan,  which  could  not  be  put  into 
execution  if  an  adjournment  took  place.  The  feed  of  the 
cavalry  was  fuch  in  this  time  of  fcarcity. — [A^r.  Robfon  was 
here  called  to  order,  and  the  gallery  cleared.]  Mr.  Robfon 
'afterwards  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  '<  that  no  oats 
Ihould  be  permitted  to  horfes  in  the  fervtce  of  government 
exceeding  the  weight  of  35  pounds  the  Winchefter  bufliel, 
by  which  regulation  all  the  oats  of  a  better  quality  could 
be  converted  into  the  food  of  man."  But  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  was  put  and^afled. 

The  orders  which  flood  for  the  day  were,  the  third  readr 
ing  of  the  hemp  imported  duty  bill,  the  population  hill-— 
the  fifliery  fait  bill — the  flale  bread  bill — the  flandard  wheateii 
bread  bill,  to  which  the  ailize  was  to  be  affixed  by  way  of 
rider — the  turnpike  aft  bill — the  expiring  laws  bill — the 
quaratine  amended  bill — which  were  read  palTcd. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next* 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY    DEC.  23, 

Mr.  Bragge,  Mr.  Ryder,  and  others,  brought  up  the  heri 
ring  fiftiery  fait  duty  bill,  and  eight  others,  which  were 
feverally  prefented  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  bills  that  remained  to  be  read  a  third  time  were  read 
and  pafled.  Several  bills  paffed  the  committee  of  the  whole 
flloufe.  . 

,  ALIEN  BILL  CONTINUED. 

On  the  queflion  being  put,  that  the  Huufc  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  alien  continua- 
tionbill. 

Lord  Holland  rofe,  and  faid,  he  (hould  yote  again(^  the 
IToufc:  going  into  a  committee  upon  the  alien  bill,  upon  the  . 
ground  that  it  was  a  bill  that  it  was  highly  obje<3ionable. 
He  entered  into  much  reafoning  to  proyei  that  it  wasen- 
ttufting  his  Majefty's  miniflers  with  very  extraordinary 
.powers  ;  that  it  was  liable  to  be  abufed  in  the  exercife  of  it, 
and  he  thought  himfelf  juflitied  in  adcrting,  that  it  was  nat 
clear,  that  it  had  not  been  abufed  in  a  variety  of  inflances. 
He  defircd  to  lave  it  ilillindly  anfwered,  if  it  had  not  been 
perverted  beyond  mere  political  purpofes,  and  ufcd  for  the 
fake  of  dcflroylng  domciUc  happinefs,  and  feparating  the 
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father  from  his  family,  either  keeping  him  in  prlfoni  or 
fending  hiai  out  of  the  country  ?  He  complained  of  the 
bad  principles  on  which  it  was  founded,  declaring  it  to  be  a 
law  calculated  to  fanflion  the  worft  propenfities  of  the  hu- 
man mind.  That*  though  it  might  not  have  been  intro- 
duced folely  with  a  view  to  arm  minifters  with  the  power 
of  indulging  their  refentment  and  prejudice  againft  the  fub« 
je£h  of  that  government  with  which  we  were  at  war»  yet 
n  might  have  been  employed  in  a  great  meafure  to  inforce 
that  unworthy  defign,  and  that  looking  at  it  for  a  moment 
in  that  light,  every  man  of  the  lead  feeling  muft  be  fhocked 
at  the  cruelty  of  fending  thofe  individuals  out  of  xhm 
kingdom  who  could  not  return  to  their  native  country, 
without  expoflng  themfelves  to  the  immediate  rtfque 
pf  imprifonmenty  fevere  perfonal  chaftifement,  even  lofs 
of  life  itfelf.  He  expatiated  on*the  injuftice  of  taking  fa* 
reigners,  who  had  been  long  fettled  in  this  country,,  had 
married  Englifli  women,  and  had  children,  natural  born 
fubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  aifd  fuddenly  forcitig  them  from 
th^ir  bufinefs,  to  immure  them  in  a  prifon,  or  fend  them 
forth  wanderers  on  the  continent.  It  was  alfo  capable  of 
^bufe  in  another  way;  the  bill  not  only  gave  minifters  the 
power  to  fend  whom  they  pleafed  out  of  the  kingdom,  but 
^Ifo  to  redrain  thofe  from  quitting  it,  who  wiOl^  to  leave 
it.  Had  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  when  the 
jfirft  alien  a£):  pafled,  fome  years  fmce,  when  perhaps  it 
might  have  been  more  juftifiable  to  pafs  fuch  a  bill  than  it 
was  now,  he  would  even  then  have  oppofed  it ;  but  at  this 
time,  when  all  the  danger  was  over,  when  the  propagan* 
difts,  as  they  were  called,  were  no  longer  to  be  dreaded^ 
the  meafure  ought  not  to  be  perfevered  in.  The  period  of 
the  bilTs  duration  was  alfo,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  obnoxious 
and  objectionable  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  bill  was  ex- 
prefsly  to  continue  **  till  fix  months  after  the  conclufion  of  a 
general  peace."  Why  was  this  invidious  period  fixed  upon? 
Was  it  meant  to  tell  France,  that  after  we  had  formally 
ratified  the  articles  of  a  general  peace,  the  malus  animui 
would  ftill  remain  with  us,  and  that  we  (hould  continue  the 
fpiril  of  hatred  and  malevolence  againft  her  fubje£ls?  In 
every  point  of  view  that  the  bill  could  be  confidered,  the 
more  llrongly  it  (truck  him  as  bad  in  principle,  worfe  in 
pradlice,  and  evidently  ufelefs  and  unneceflary.  His  Lord- 
lhip concluded  with  giving  his  vote  againft  going  into  the 
pommittee  upon  it. 

Lord  Gc<nvlli<  cxprcflcd  his  furprlfc  at  the  falfc  point  of 
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\icyr  in  which  \\\e  bill  had  prefented  itfelf  to  the  otherwiTe 
l^enerally  clear  iindcrftaDding  of  the  noble  Lord.  So  far 
from  its  being  either  in  appearance,  or,  in  fad,  a  bill  of 
fcverity  and  opprcflion,  it  was,  in  truth,  a  bill  of  protefiion 
and  tolerance,  where  the  humane,  and  never-to-be-forgotten 
libera!  policy  of  this  country  opened  its  arras  to  receive  un- 
der its  foftenng  care  a  very  conhderable  number  of  unfortu- 
nate fubjeds  of  a  neighbouring  nation,  a  number  not  lU- 
mitcd  in  any  manner,  but  confifUng  of  thoufands  and  thou- 
fands  ;  it  was  impoflible  not  to  perceive  the  abfolute  neceflity 
of  arming  government  with  powers,  fuch  as  thofc  given  by 
the  fird  alien  bill.  Had  not  that  been  done,  the  very  ac^ 
pf  national  benevolence,  which  reflc£led  fo  mtith  honour  on 

igltfhmen,  might  have  been  taken  advantage  of,  to  the 
abfolute  de A mdion  of  our  conditutioni  our  religion,  our 
laws,  and  every  thing  that  rendered  U6  a  great,  a  free,  and 
a  happy  people.  With  regard  to  the  abufes  of  the  zGt^ 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  rather  hinted  and  infinuated, 
than  aiferted,  not  knowing  to  what  myfterious  circumftance 
the  noble  Lord  might  mean  to  allude,  he. could  make  no 
other  reply,  than  by  declaring  in  the  mod  dlre£t  and  une- 
quivocal terms,  that  no  abufe  whatever  of  the  powers  given 
by  the  a£l,  had  been  gommitted,  and  that  the  exercife  of 
the  powers  in  queflion  was  vcfted  in  the  difcretion  of  a 
minifier,  known  to  be  of  fo  gentle,  fo  mild,  and  fo  hu- 
mane a  mind  and  difpofition,  that  it  was  not  in  tilt  fmalleft 
degree  probable,  that  he  (hould  do  fo  much  violence  to  his 
own  natural  feelings,  as  prefs  upon  the  unfortunate,  nor 
was  it  for  asfingle  moment  to  be  imagined,  that  he  would 
enforce  the  powers  which  the  alien  a^  pi^t  into  his  hands^ 
lightly,  wantonly,  or  unneceffarily.  With  regard  to  the 
jperiod  of  the  bill's  duration,  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  to 
obje£l  to  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  policy  in  conti- 
nuing it  until  fix  months  after  the  conclufion  of  a  general 
peace  ;  he  (hould  therefore  certainly  fupport  the  bill,  whici^ 
was  no  more  than  fimply  to  prolong  the  exigence  of  a  fa- 
lutary  and  highly  ufeful  law,  which  had  repeatedly  received 
the  fan£lion  of  thc.legiflature. 

Lord  Holland  explained,  that  he  had  not  faid  the  bill  -was 
originally  pafled,  with  a  view  to  be  put  in  force  againft  the 
fubjeds  of  a  neighbouring  nation  exclnfively. 

The  Houfc  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  boufe,  and  went  through  the  bi)l,  which  was  imme- 
diately reported  with  amendments. 

E«YPT. 
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EGYPT. 

Lord  Holland  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion  on  this 
fubjed.  Jt  was  not,  he  profcilcd,  his  wi(h,  in  this  late 
period  of  the  fellion,  to  call  upon  their  Lordihips  to  come 
to  any  refolutioni  or  to  (tate  any  dec i five  opinion  on'the 
violation  of  that  convention,  by  which  the  French  army 
had  agreed  to  evacuate  the  polFefSon  of  Egypt.  The  fub- 
je£t  of  this  violation  was,  however,  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft 
importance,  the  violation  had  been  produdive  of  fuch  dif- 
aftrous  confequence  to  our  allies,  and  might  eventually  be 
attended  with  fuch  fatal  eflPedts  to  our  Eaflern  poiTefHons 
and  power,  that,  even  in  this  (lage  of  the  felfion,  he  con-> 
ceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  move  for  the  production  of  certain 
papers,  whicl)  might  ferve  as  a  ground  of  a  future  enquiry 
into  the  circumilances  which  gave  rife  to  an  event  fo  much 
to  be  deplored. — His  Lordfhip,  in  thecourfe  of  his  fpeech, 
illuftrated  with  much  force,  the  neceflity  of  an  enquiry 
into  this  fubject.  He  contended,  that  fuch  an  enquiry  was 
due  to  the  reputation  of  that  gallant  officer,  by  whom  the 
treaty  of  EUArifclr  was  fanctioned ;  due  to  the  honour  oC 
the  Britifh  name ;  due  to  the  interefts  of  our  ally,  moft 
inateiially  interefted  in  the  t  ran  fact  ion ;  and  due  to  our 
country,  on  whofe  good  faith  the  viulation  of  the  treaty 
tended  to  cad  a  ftain.  This  violation,  he  maintained,  had 
thrown  new  obftacles  in  the  way  of  negociatioo,  had  fur« 
niflied  new  pretexts  for  the  delay  of  that  peace  which  is 
deareft  to  the  heart  of  humanity.  It  had  retarded  pail  pro« 
pofals  of  peace,  and  would  open  the  road  to  endlefs  con- 
tention and  long  protracted  flniggles  betwixt  minifters  and 
the  French  government.  He  ai&cted,  that  the  fubfequent 
prders  of  miniflers  were  no  j unification  of  their  original 
inftructions,  (ince  thefe  indructions  ought  to  l>ave  provided 
for  any  contingencies  which  could  have  occurred  in  the 
fortune  and  changes  of  war. — Nor  did  heconfidcr  thefe  fc- 
cond  orders  as  at  all  fatisfactory,  fincc  they  were  in  many 
points  inconfident  with  the  original  treaty.  On  the  whole, 
there  was  much  in  the  bufinefs  that  required  explanations- 
there  was  much  of  difficulty,'  of  doubt,  atid  of  mydery, 
'which  only  could  be  cleared  up  by  the  production  of  thofe 
papers,  which  contained  a  view  of  tbedtfigns  and  conduct 
of  miniders  in  the  tranfaction. 

He  did  not  doubt  the  inclination  of  the  French  to  breal: 
the  treaty  if  any  plaufiblc  opportunity  offered,  but  he  wiflied 
to  know  whether  the  treat v  had  not  been  iird  actually  broken 
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by  us  before  they  had  attempted  to  aft  Ih  contradidlon  td 
its  articles.  It  ^as  of  importance  to  be  fctiown,  ii^hat  au- 
thority Lord  Keith  had  for  throwing  obftacles  in  the  way  of 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  how  it  happehed  that 
Britifli  faith  was  pledged,  and  almod  immediately  broken. 
He  wi(hed  to  ^void  giving  any  ultimate  opinion  upon  the 
fubjed,  but*  trufted  the  JEioufe  would  grant  thofe  papers, 
upon  which  alone  a  corred  and  accurate  opinioh  could  be 
formed^  That  the  French  were  now  in  poffeffion  of  Egypt 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  conduA  of  Lord  Keith,  donbtlefs 
in  purfuance  of  his  inftrnflions ;  and  the  importance  of  this 
circumftance  was  too  obvious  to  be  enforced.  It  appeared 
lilcewife,  from  all  the  information  which  had  hitherto  been 
obtained,  that  the  deceafed  General  Kleber  was'  compelled  td 
a£l  as  he  did  in  confequence  of  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
he  was  placed  by  the  conduct  of  Lord  Keith,  relative  to  the 
treaty  of  El-Arifch.  This  circumftance,  however,  could  only 
be  placed  in  its  true  point  of  view  by  the  production  of  the 
papers  he  ihould  now  have  the  honour  to  move  for.  He 
tirged  the  neceflity  of  producing  the  papers,  that  the  ftaiit 
which  now  exifted  upon  Britifti  faith  might  be  removed — 
that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  of  El-Arifch,  where  that  faith 
was  folemnly  pledged,  might  be  attributed  to  its  caufe— 
and  that  every  circumftance  attending  *  that  event  might  be 
placed  in  its  true  poim  of  view,  and  be  no  longer  the  fub^ 
ject  of  doubt  or  diftruft.  The  papers  he'  ihould  conclude 
by  moving  for  were  only  competent  to  give  that  infor- 
mation which  was  absolutely  necelTary  to  decide  juftly  upon 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  If  they  were  produced, 
it  would  ^then  be  feen  whether  the  confequences  attendant 
upon  that  breach  of  the  treaty  of  El-Arifch  were  to  be  at'* 
tribuied  to  his  Majefty's  minifters,  to  Lord  Keith,  or  to 
any  fubordinate  officer,  or  whether  the  breach  of  the  treaty 
was  to  be  wholly  attributed  to  the  French  commander  in 
chief.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  moving  for  the  follow 
ing  papers : — 

"  I  ft.  Copies  of  all  inftructions  originally  given  to  Sir 
*<  Sidney  Smith  by  his  Majefty's  minifters  in  England. 

**  od.  Copies  of  all  letters  or  inftructions  fent  to  Six 
«*  Sidney  Smith  by  his  Majefty's  minifter  at  Conftantinople, 
•*  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt. 

<<  3d,  Copies  of  all  letters  or  difpatches  fent  by  Sir  Sid- 
<*  ney  Smith  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  in  England, 

,  "  4th, 
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'<  4th.  Copies  of  all  indructions  fent  from  his  Majefty*s 
**  miniflers  in  England  to  the  commander  in  chief  in  the 
•*  Mediterranean,  relative  to  any  treaty  entered  into  with  the 
**  French  army. 

"  5th.  Copies  of  all  inftructions  fent  from  his  Majefty's 
*«  ininifters  in  England  to  all  officers  commanding  in  the 
<'  Mediterranean  fubfequent  to  the  ill  of  February,  1800, 
**  relative  to  the  treaty  of  El-Arifch, 

Lord  (rrenville  faid,  that  fp  far  from  any  breach  pf  faith 
entering  into  the  negociations  on  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
fd  widely  expatiated,  he  would  maintain  that  if  in  the  whole 
condu£^  of  the  war  there  was  one  treatjr  more  folemnly  ob- 
ferved  than  another,  it  was  the  treaty  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  alluded.  He  had  Rated  the  detention  of  the  French 
in  Egypt  as  an  obftacle  to  peace,  jumping  at  once  over  many 
Aeps  of  argument  that  would  be  neceflary  to  lead  him  to 
fuch  a  conclufion,  and  not  once  confideiing  the  further  ob« 
ftacles  that  might  have  been  thrown  in  the  way,  had  the 
French,  after  their  breach  of  faith,  after  the  violation  of 
their  engagements,  and  after  the  perfidy  of  Gen.  Kleber« 
who  attacked  the  Vizier's  army  by  furprife,  and  who  made 
of  the  treaty  of  El-Arifch  but  an  engine  of  policy  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deceiving  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  taking  advantage 
of  its  allies.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  merely  a£ted  as  mediator 
between  the  Sublime  Porte  and  the  French  General,  who 
had  been  fmce  aiTailinated,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  ne- 
gociation.  in  which  Sir  Sidney  Smjth  had  efFcAually  fuc- 
ceeded.  h^was  to  the  French  tbemfelves  in  attacking  the 
Turks,  ancT  to  thbir  refufal  afterwards  to  evacuate,  after  a 
frelh  offer  for  that  purpofe,  made  by  Baudot,  Kleber's  aid- 
de-caiDp,  that  the  charge  of  bad  faith  applied.  Equally 
untrue  was  it,  that  his  Majefty's  minifters  were,  througii 
their  violation  of  the  Convention  of  £1- Arifch,  the  caufe  of 
the  non-evacuation  ;  and  that  to  that  circumflance  was  to  be 
afcribed  the  failure  of  the  late  negociation  for  peace. 

Lord  Grenville  contended  that  the  papers  refpeding  the  ne« 
gociation  proved  that  it  was  to  the  enemy,  and  not  to  mini* 
Hers,  that  the  failure  of  the  negociation  was  to  be  afcribed^ 
as  minifters  had  made  every  proper  facriBce  for  fuccefs. 
The  French,  it  was  clear,  did  not  cxpeft  that  we  Ihould 
have  acceded  to  their  propofal  of  a  naval  armiftice,  and 
therefore  were  put  to  the  finding  out  fome  other  propadtion 
which  they  could  convince  themfelvcs  was  fo  objeftionable 
that  his  Majefty's  miniftcrs  could  not  accede  to,  or,  if  they 
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were  weak  and  fooUfli  enough  to  do  (o,  ihat  they  woufd  not 
dare  afterwards  to  face  the  Parliament,  or  bear  the  reproaches 
of  their  country.  Hence  the  condition,  which  they  infifted 
on,  the  being  allowed  to  vidual  Malta,  and  reinforce  theic 
army  in  Egypt.  His  Lordfliip  juftificd  Lord  Keith's  letter, 
part  of  which  Lord  Holland  had  read,  andaflured  that  noble 
Lord  that  he  was  miitakeh  fn  fuppo(Tng  that  the  order  for 
fulfilling  the  convention  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  was 
fent  out  after  the  French  hadfalTen  upon  the  Turkifh  army, 
and  defeated  them  \\\\h  great  daughter;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  fcni  to  Lord  Keith  as  foon  as  the  terms  of  the  conventfoir* 
and  the  mediation  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  were  made  known 
XQ  his  Majefly'is  minifters,  and  antecedent  to  the  firft  breach 
of  the  convention  by  General  Klebcr.  Even  had  they  been 
permitted  to  have  provifioncd  Malta — to^Jiave  fuppHed  Egypt 
— the  reftifal'  of  which  the  noble  Lord  fccms  to  think  had  put 
an  end  to  all  our  expe£taiions  of  peace,  he  could' well  aflure 
him  (Lord  Holland';  that  they  would  foon  throw  up  new  im- 
pediments in  the  way,  fo  that  the  noble  Lord*s  aflumpiioa 
was  great  indeed  on  this  fubjefl.  The  policy  of  fuch  a  con- 
du£l  was,  to  publiffi  to  the  people  of  England  that  they  had 
put  peace  within  ths  reach  of  the  Government,  in  order  to 
intimidate  that  Government  who  they  thought,  after  fuch 
overtures,  could  not,  with  fafcty  to  the  opinit)n  of  the  people^ 
refufe  ft. 

Lord  Clffiofi  (Earl  Darnley)  fupported  the  motion—de- 
claring, thjt  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe  wrth  no  determina- 
tion which  way  he  fl^oufcl  vote,  but  having  heard  what  had* 
fallen  from  the  noble  Secretary  of  Stale,  he  muft  fay  that  ha 
was  by  no  means  fatibfittd  that  the  papers  ought  not  to  be 
produced,  and  therefore,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  motion.  His 
I.ordfhip  faid  he  had  adverted,  on  the  firft  diay  of  the  feffion, 
t'o  the  neccrtity  of  an  enqufiy  into  the  condud  of  the  war, 
by  his  Majtfiy's  minifters. — At  prefcnt  he  thought  there 
were  three  fcveral  grounds  that  imptrioufly  called  for  an  en- 
quiry— the  one,  the  recent  calamitous  and  difgracefuf  cir- 
cumftanee  of  3000  Britifli  fubjefls  being  forcibly  fcizcd, 
dragged  from  their  (hips,  and  marched  up^to  the  mod  inhof- 
pitable  parts  of  Rtiflia,  God  knows  where,  in  fafl.  n^e 
fecond,  the  conduft  of  miniftcrs  in  refptct  to  the  evacuation 
of  Egypt,  about  which,  notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
faid  by  the*  Secretary  of  ftate»  there  (liTl  hung  an  impene- 
trable myftery  ;  and  laft,  though  not  of  the  Icaft  importance, 
their  condtict  rcfpeciing  the  prefcnt  high  price  of  provilions, 
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tipon  which  ftibject  nothing  efFcciual,  that  could  operate  as 
an  immediate  relief  agaiaft  the  evil,  had  been  done  by  mini. 
Hers,  aod  thofe  remedies  that  would  have  had  an  inllant  and 
a  material  effect,  which  had  been  fuggeftcd  by  others,  had 
been  rejected,  without  any  faiisfaciory  reafou  being  afligned. 

Lord  Hobart  faid*  he  certai/ily  did  not,  .like  the  noble 
Lord  who  fpoke  lad,  come  down  to  tlie  houfc  with  an  un- 
determiued  mind  which  way  he  (hould  vote  upon  the  quedion. 
He  deArcd  noble  Lords  to  call  to  their  recollection,  what 
was  the  fituation  of  the  French  armies  at  the  time  that  the 
evacuation  of  Egypt  was  in  agitation— they  had  recently 
Ijeen  greatly  fnccefsful  in  Italy,  and  what  would  miniflers 
not  have  deferved  to  have  faid  of  them,  if  at  fycb  a  moment 
they  had  permitted  an  army,  of  from  15  to  20,000  fcafoned 
troops,  flufhed  with  their  victories  in  Egypt,  to  have  landed 
in  France,  or  Italy,  ready  to  reinforce  and  co-operate  with 
the  armies  already  in  the  field  in  cither  of  thofe  cxxmtries  ? 

Lord  HoUarJ  rofc  to  reply,  when  the  Lord  Chance'Ior  faid, 
if  the  Houfe  meant  th;it  each  noble  Lord  flioiild  fpcak  as 
pftpr;  ^s  he  thought  proper,  they  had  better  make  a  rcfolu- 
tlon  to  fliat  efFe£l  \  at  prefent  ij  was  contrary  to  all  order. 

Lord  Holland  con fc fled  it  was  contrary  to  order,  but  be 
pleaded  the  ufual  indulgence  given  to  every  noble  Lord  who 
made  a  moiihn,  to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  thofe  who  op- 
pofed  th^iit  niotion.  He  thought  i^ Angular,  that  that  pecu- 
liar moment  fhould  be  feleiHcd  for  enforcing  the  ordex ;  he 
had,  however,  a  right  to  explain,  apd  to  explanation  he  would 
confine  hlmfelf.  Lord  Hollanrf  then  pointed  out  two  or 
three  parts  of  Lord  Grenvillc's  fpeech,  which  were  founded 
In  milVpprchenGon  of  his  argument. 

Earl  Spencer  rofe  to  fupport  the  condufl  of  minifter^  in 
refpect  to  the  order  fcnt  out  to  Lord  Keith.  He  faid,  he 
wotild  hot  follow  the  noble  Lord  through  the  fubjccts  he  aU 
luded  to,  but  vjrould  call  their  Lordfhips  attention  to  the  fitua- 
tion of  Etiropic,  as  ably  ftated  by  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Grcn- 
ville).  at  the  time  the  French  propofed  their  evacuation  of 
Egypt,  as  the  queftion  called  for  ftich  a  view  of  the  fubjeci. 
He  declared  that  if  the  papers  moved  for  were  granted,  they 
would  not  much  elucidate  the  iTiatter,  but  if  he  could,  for  a 
fingle  moment,  fuffcr  himfelf  to  prefer  what  belonged  to 
himfelf  and  his  character  perfonally  to  his  public  duly,  he 
fhould  rather  wifli  that  the  papers  were  produced  than  with*  • 
Jield.  In  the  conduct  of  minillers  inrefptct  to  thofe  papers, 
1^  *yas  to  be  confidered  that  they  were  obliged  to  govern  their 
••^  ^  D  2  conduft, 
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conduct,  not  by  partial  or  local  views,  but  by  a  general  and 
comprehenfivc  comemplation  of  the  polition  of  political  af- 
fairs at  home  and  abroad  at  the  time.  It  was  not  poflible, 
therefore,  either  for  the  Houft,  or  any  individual  Lord,  IQ 
form  a  correct  judgment  of  any  particular  mc^fure,  without 
having  before  him  the  means  of  comparing  ail  the  difFerent 
intercfts  that  were  likely  to  be  affected  by  if,  when  the  mca- 
fure  was  adopted.  The  French  propofed  this  evacuation  in 
January;  and  three  or  four  months  after  ^hVf  our  allies 
would  havfc  a  force  of  2C,cco  troops,  fcafoned  and  difciplined, 
in  addition  to  thofe  which  were  in  tbe  field,  brought  forward 
againd  them.  He  would  a(k  then,  if  after  their  violations 
of  faith,  it  would  be  policy  to  fuffer  them  to  make  theif 
choice  of  that  time  that  of  all  others  would  be  mod  deftruc- 
live  to  the  interefts  of  our  allies,  and  injurious  to  our  own. 

Lord  Clifton  faid  a  few  words  in  reply 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided — Qox^^ 
tents  2— -Not-Contcnts  1 2f     .  ^ 

ARMY    AND   NAVY    SEDUCTION    BILL.  ' 

On  the  quedion  that  this  bill  be  committed, 
lu0oriHclIarrrI rofe  to  oppofe  it  as  a  meafure  that  was  unne-f 
ceffary,  Inexpedient,  and  unjuft.  After  many  obfervations 
and  argtiments,  tending  to  (hew  the  danger  of  extreme  fe- 
yerity  in  the  punifhment  of  crimes,  and  the  principles  that 
ought  always  to  be  acted  upon  when  penal  laws  were  to  be 
made,  his  Lordftiip  contended  that  the  prefent  law  was  not 
called  for  by  any  circumftance  of  urgency  exifting  at  thisr 
moincnt ;  and  could  never  have  been  juftifiable  under  any 
circumftances.  The  confequencc  of  fubjecting  men  to  the 
punifhment  of  death  for  an  offence  of  fo  vague  a  nature  as 
that  fet  forth  in  the  prefent  bill — for  an  offence  which  con- 
fided merely  in  words  fpoken — would  he,  that  in  moderate 
and  quiet  times  the  guilty  man  might  efcape,  and  in  times  of 
perturbatipn  and  alarm,  the  innocent  man  might  fuffer. 
Such  was  the  mildncfs  and  inclination  towards  mercy  of 
Englifli  Juries,  that  they  would  fooner  acquit  a  man  tried 
for  his  life  en  a  charge  of  this  nature,  than  fubjcct  him  tq 
fuffer  death,  even  if  they  thought  he  had  committed  the  of- 
fence ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  irritation  of  men's  minds 
in  times  of  public  commotion  was  fiich — prejudice  and  paf- 
fion  were  carried  to  fuch  a  height — xUm  men  perfectly  inno«» 
Cent  might  be  in  danger  of  bccorning  the  victims  of  ven-: 
geance.  There  vvas  alfo  another  circiimdance  of  fuch  pe- 
V^uliar  hardihip  ii^  this  bill,  that  the  ptrfon  accuftd  woul4 
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(land  in  a  fituaiion  infinitely  worfe  than  if  charged  ivlth  high 
treafon.  One  wltncfs  was  fufficient  to  convict  him,  and  hi$ 
council  pould  not  be  at  liberty  to  fpeak  for  him.  And  yet 
the  crime  was  fo  didinct  from  all  kinds  oi  felonies  or  treafon* 
that  it  did  not  confift  of  any  overt  act,  which,  in  all  other 
cafes  where  a  man's  life  was  in  queftion,  was  ufually  necef- 
fary  to  conditnte  a  capital  offence.  Perhaps  it  might  be  faidp 
that  there  could  be  no  harm  in  fuffering  fuch  a  law  as  this  to 
exid,  becaufe  it  would  never  be  put  m  force.  Nothing  could 
be  more  dangerous  than  a  principle  of  that  kind.  Penal ' 
laws  that  were  inemcaciotis  always  had  a  tendency  to  infect 
thofe  that  were  efficacious  and  good  ;  and  there  was  always 
|-eafon  to  apprehend  that  in  times  of  danger  fuch  might  be 
made  the  indruments  of  injuftice,  tyranny,  and  oppreflion. 
Our  Statutp  Books  were  already  difgraced  by  too  many  un- 
necelTary  and  inefficacious  laws ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
Houfe,  acting  upbn  thofe  principles  of  fober  wildom  and 
good  fenfe  which  had  guided  the  conduct  of  their  anccdors, 
to  reject  the  bill,  even  if  there  was  no  other  ground  fordoing 
fo  than  the  general  principle,  that  laws  inflicting  the  puni(h- 
pient  of  death  ought  never  to  be  pafled  unlefs  called  for  by 
abfolute  ncceflity. 

Lord  Grenviile  faid  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  noble 
Lord  in,  fomc  of  the  general  principles  laid  down  by  him, 
and  he  alfo  agreed  with  htm  fo  far  as  to  admit  that  there 
were  too  many  penal  laws  upon  our  Ratute  books.  He  would 
alfo  fay^  were  this  the  fird  time  of  the  prefent  bill  being  in* 
produced,  it  ihould  not  mc  et  with  his  fupport.  But  it  was  pafled 
on  an  emergency  of  great  public  danger;  the  country  had 
experienced  the  good  effects  refuhing  from  it ;  becaufe  he 
really  believed  it  vvenrt  to  the  prevention  of  a  crime  which 
was  fo  nearly  allied  to  high  treafon,  as  to  be  equally  danger- 
ous in  its  effects  and  confequences.  As  long  as  we  had  a 
navy  and  an  army  to  defend  us,  it  was  neceifary  that  the 
perfonscompofing  both  fhould  be  free  from  the  feduction  of 
defigning  and  wicked  perfons ;  and  therefore  it  was  neceffary 
to  have  a  law  like  the  prefent,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought 
to  be  perpetual  indead  of  temporary.  As  to  this  offence 
being  put  on  a  footing  with  high  treafon,  if  the  offender  was 
fo  be  allowed  the  fame  advantages  with  a  perfon  tried  on 
fuch  a  charge  :  a  wicked  man  might  then,  with  perfeA  fe- 
purity,  go  round  through  every  ihip  in  the  fleet,  and  perfuadc 
every  failor  to  become  a  traitor  to  his  king  and  country,  pro- 
vided he  fpoke  to  each  feparately,  without  a  third  perfon 
j)eing  prefentf 
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The  qneltion  was  then  carried  for  going  into  the  Com- 
rniitce,  and  /he  Comnnittec  having  gone  through  the  bill. 

Lord  J^Valfmgham  (the  Chainnan)  reported  it  without 
amendments,— Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNLSDAY,    DEC.    24- 

The  Swedifh  herring  bill,  the  Weft  India  cxpcndilnre 
bill,  the  bill  for  making  the  port  of  Amfterdam,  the  iftand 
€jf  Curacoa  free  ports,  and  fome  other  bills,  were  read  a  third 
time  and  palTed. 

The  bril  for  granting  bounties  on  the  importation  of  wheat, 
rye,  oats,  barley,  Indian  corn,  &c.  was  read  a  fecond  tioic, 
iind  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

The  other  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  feveraU 
fiagcSi  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Friday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS 

FRIDAY    DEC.  26. 

The  quarantine  bill,  the  coarfc  bread  hill,  the  ftale  bread 
\k\\y  the  new  population  bill,  the  coaft  fi(l\ery  bill,  and  the 
importation  grain  and  meal  bill  went  through  the  com* 
luittee.. — Adjourned  till  the  neict  day. 

HOUSE^F  LORDS. 

SATURDAY    DEC.    27. 

The  feveral  bilk  which  pafled  through  the  Committer 
the  preceding  day  were  read  a  third  time.  After  which 
the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday-  % 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS- 
MONDAY  DEC.  29. 
Lord  Bathurji's  eftate  bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons.— Adjourned  to  Wedncfday. 

HOUSK  OF  COMM'ONS. 

•  MONDAY,    DEC.  29. 

Mr.  fFilUerm  Dundas  reported,  that  he  had  waited  on  his 
Majcfty  vith  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  prayirig  that  his 
Majefty  would  be  pleafcd  to  order  fuch  fums  c-f  money  \q 
be  ilfucd  for  the  relief  of  the  parochial  poor  as  the  exigency 
of  the  times  demanded,  to  which  his  Majefty  gracioufly 
affented. 

Sir  John  Andir/on  prcfcnted  ;i  petition  from  the  freemen 
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Confined  for  debt  m  Ludgate  Prifon.— Ordered  to  be  laid  oa 
the  table. 

Another  petition  was  prefented  from  the  debtors  in  Dor- 
chcller  Goal^  which  was  alfo  received. 

A  dnelTage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfc  that  Iheic 
Lordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  following  bills:  the  exchequer  . 
bills  bill,  the  indemnity  qiialincaiion  bill,  the  habeas  corpiif^ 
bill,  the  redemption  land-tax  amemlcd  bill,  the  Swcdifh 
herrings  bill,  the  navy  and  army  fedudion  bill,  the  Welt 
India  Commiffioners  bill,  the  Amftcrdam  free  port  bill,  the 
aliens'  bill,  the  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's  merchants  loan 
bill,  the  general  turnpike  bilK  the  Aandard  whcaten  bread 
billy  the  wheat,  bariey,  and  oats  importaiion  bill,  the  falt-^ 
filhery  duty-free  bill,  the  unchcired  hemp  bill»  the  quarantine 
bill,  the  dale  bread  bill,  the  ilarch  duty  bill,  the  population 
bill,  and  three  private  bills. 

Mr.  Abiott  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  certain 
orders  made  laft  feflion  10  the  Admiralty  for  accounts  from 
different  naval  departments,  the  returns  of  which,  Ke  com-^ 
plained,  were  not  yet  made.  He  dated,  in  particular,  that 
on  the  dock  yards,  of  which  no  return  was  made,  three  mil- 
lions had  been  expended  for  management.  Though  difpofed 
to  pay  much  praife  to  the  board  for  a  ftrift  attention  Co  their 
duty  in  general,  yet  here  he  thought  they  were  remifs;  and 
the  Houfe,  he  thought,  would  be  glad  to  know  wliat  obftacles 
ftood  in  the  way  of  fuch  returns,  as  they  could  be  removed, 
and  fuch  regulations  introduced  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
antrtenelicial.  The  Lords  Commiffioners,  he  obfervcd^ 
were,  for  the  laft  three  years,  in  habits  of  communicating 
their  final'reports  to  the  Houfe,  and  a  very  important  bill  was 
this  feJion  founded  on  one  of  tliofe  reports  (in  alliifion  to  the 
Weft  India  Commiflioners  bill}.  This  he  had  premlfed.  In 
order  to  prepare  the  attention  of  gentlemen  for  a  motion 
w^hich  he  (hould  make  next  feflion  for  a  detailed  account  of 
fuch  corrcfpondencc  as  pafTed,  for  the  purpofc  of  intro^ 
dAicing  certain  regulations  into  his  Maj.eft's  dock-yards. 

Lord  Ardett  replied,  that'^the  account  which  was  ordered 
was  found  to  be  attended  with  confidcrablc  difficulty,  which 
prevented  its  return  at  kail  as  foon  as  was  expeded. 

Mr.  AiicU  fald,  that  it  would  be  exiremf  ly  defirable  to 
know  that  difficulty  as  11  may  be  obviated. 

Mr.  Lo?/g  moved,  ihat  a  journal  and  index  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  fcflion  of  Parliament  fhould  be  printed  to  the 
number  of  ^500  copies^     Ordered.— Ue  ihen  moved,,  that 
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the  fum  of  3oool..fhould  be  advanced  to  Mcflrs.  Manfardand 
Nicholls  for  printing  for  the  Houfe  for  the  prefcnt  Parlia- 
inent ;  and  that  compcnfaiion  Aoold  be  made  to  fundry  of- 
ficers for  their  attendance  in  the  lad  feffion ;  and  alfo  7149I. 
to  Mr.  L.  Hanfard*  to  defray  the  expenceS  incurred  in  the 
lad  feflioni  over  and  above  the  fum  voted  by  Parliament. 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Longxhtn  moved,  that  the  adJrclTes  (hould  be  prcfentcd 
to  his  Majefty  to  order  the  faid  fum  to  be  advanced,  on  con- 
dition that  Parliament  would  make  good  the  fame  to  his 
Majefty.     Ordered. 

7/;r  Majier  of  the  Rolls  moved  the  addrefs  to  confer  fon^e 
dignity  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bufby,  the  Chaplain*  Ordertd 
mnu,  an* 

RUSSIA. 

Mr.  Sherulin  exprefled  his  wilh  to  know  from  the  Clian- 
cellox  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  they  were  now  to  expert 
any  communication  relative  to  Rnflia  and  this  country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  as  he  had  received  no 
communication  from  his  Majefty  on  that  fubjed,  he  had 
none  to  make  to  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

PEACE. 

Mr.  Nicholls  gave  notice  ot  a  motion  for  the  next  day ;  the 
•bjed  of  which  would  be  to  propofe,  whether  fome  meana 
oould  not  be  taken  to  reftorc  peace  before  any  adjournment 
took  place  r 

PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Long  brought  up  the  report  from  the  Committee  on 
the  high  price  of  provilions,  the  refoluiions  of  which  were 
read,  granting  on  every  barrel  of  fuperfinc  flour  from  Ame- 
rica a  bounty  equal  to  the  fum  between  the  average  price 
after  its  importation  and  the  fum  of  80s. ;  on  every  barrel  of 
fine  flour  a  bounty  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  average 
price  and  78s.  ;  on  every  barrel  of  fuperfinc  whcaten  flour 
a  bounty  equal  to  the  fum  between  the  average  price  and 
90s. ;  and  on  every  barrel  of  ftne  wheatcn  flour  a  bounty  equal 
to  the  diflFcrence  between  the  average  pi  ice  and  88s.  On  the 
motion  for  the  refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  Nichols  aflcedy  whether  gentlemen  were  aware  of  the 
confequences  of  engaging  the  country  to  pay  thofe  bounties 
to  the  extent  of  the  time  fpecified,  as  a  peace  with  France 
may  eventually  take  place,  and  then,  from  the  fupply  from 
that  country,  corn  may  fall  to  half  the  price,  and  leave  us  to 
pay  the  large  difference  of  40s.  on  'every  quarter  of  wheat 
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ivhich  was  imported.  Were  his  Majefty^s  minifters  deciaefl 
to  this  point  his  arguments  iniift  be  unneccffary,  but  until 
they  were  decided  on  it,  he  thought  it,was  a  queftion  that 
IhouM  come  under  their  confidefation,  in  as  much  as  the 
furplus  produce  of  French  corn  may  be  largely  inported,  in 
cafe  that  a  peace  took  place  between  the  iVvo  countries. 

The  Chancellor  cf) he  Exchequer  fald  th^t  the  HcJn.  gefitle- 
man  feemed  as  if  he  would  anticipate  his  fpeech  tor  peace, 
for  a  motion  on  which  he  had  juft  giveh  ivxice;  Should  that 
event  fortunately  happen,  it  would  be  an  event  very  different 
from  what  the  afpeft  of  the  enemy  promifcd,  artd  on  which 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  too  baftily  reckoned.  He  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  could  not  conceive  how  he 
could  make  a  (lipulation  that  in  the  event  of  peace  there  was 
no  bounty,  when  the  objeft  of  giving  fuch  bounties  was  to 
encourage  thS  importation  of  corn  :  but  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
fays,  th^t  in  Cafe  of  peace  there  ihould  be  a  great  relief  from 
the  furplifs  funds  of  French  produce,  which  muft  bring 
down  the  price  confiderably,  Thefe  advantages,  he  ftated  as 
ConfidefaWe,  but  In  his  (the  Chancellot  of  the  Exchequer's) 
opinion^  they  were  low  in  every  point  of  view,  and  under 
every  expeftalion.  Certain  he  was,  that  the  rtieafures  Par- 
liament had  taken  would  reduce  the  price  of  provtfions  :  he 
was  equally  certain  that  no  importation  from  France,  in  the 
event  of  peace,  could  effcft  that  reduflion  confiderably  ;  and, 
in  additioti  to  this,  he  was  uncertahn  whether  we  (hould  have 
ihy  pca<?e,  at  leaft  for  fomc  time,  With  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Nicholls  faid,  that  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  in* 
gcnioufly  mif-ftatedall  he  faid,  as  he  did  not  fpcak  of  impor- 
tation from  France  as  a  thing  of  fuch  confideration,  but  ar- 
gued, that  in  cafe  of  peace,  the  bounties  mud  be  pdd. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  whole 
drift  of  the  Hon.  gentleman's  argumehts  was  this,  that  be- 
caufea  peace  may  eventually  take  place,  we  were  not  to  pay 
bounties,  and  confequently  forego  the  fuppllcs  we  (hould  re- 
ceive from  abroad,  which  he  was  quite  certain  would  amount 
to  our  demands^  at  a  time  when  peace  Was  admitted  to  be 
.Uncertain. 

Mr.  Jones  Commended  the  labours  of  the  Committee, 
though  what  his  Hon.  friend  (Mr.  Nicholls)  faid,  on  the 
cffed^s  of  the  regulations  was  true,  namely,  that  thofe  boun- 
ties' would  continue  even  after  peace,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  Country.  He  regretted,  that  fince  Parliament  met, 
bread  rofe,  the  quartern  loaf  being  now  at  is.  gd.  He  would 
tiot  oppofe  the  bounty,  fiRce  he  had  now  to  underfland  that 

Vol.  IV.  1800.        ,  3  E  we 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


j^  WQ0DrALL*5  PARUAMJJJJTAJi^y  JtEPORTS.  [Comi^om, 
V^  were  about  to  enter  into  smother  moft  bloody  cai^p«gii« 

The  refolutions  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rob/on  faid,  the  account  on  the  table  which  hemov^ 
for,  in  order  to  •afcertain  the  quantity  of  corn  confuoied  hf 
the  country,  was  incomplete^  as  he  meant  it  (hould  compre- 
hend the  quantity  confumcd  by  the  flying  Artillery,  Ac. 

The  Sicrefary  at  War  faid,  it  was  made  out  to  the  extent, 
he  thought  of  the  order,  as  far  as  it  could  be  afcertaiocd. 

Mr.  R^'yfon  then  moved  for  this  fupplememary  account, 
which  was  ordered. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  lo  report  en  fo  much  of  the 
%(i  ast relates  to  the  judicature  of  India. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^ 

TUESi>AY,    OEC.  30* 

There  being  only  twenty-five  aierobers  prefent  at  four 
o'clock,  the  Houfe  fiood  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

Thtfpiich  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  ^  on  fVeinefday^  ^ijl  December^  k8oo. 

**  Moji  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

•*  The  bill  now  tendered  to  your  Majefty,  |^y  your  faithful 

Commons,  completes  the  provifion  which  has  been  made  for 

the  feveral  branches  of  the  public  fervice,  till  that  period 

when  your  MajefW  will  receive  the  advice  and  afliftance  of 

four  Parliament  ot  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
reland.  ImpreflTed  with  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the 
ftrengiha^d  refources  of  the  empire,  and  partaking,  as  they 
carneftly  do,  of  that  folicitude  for  the  reRoration  of  peace  of 
which  your  Majefty  has  given  a  recent,  though  unavailing 
proof,  your  Commons  are  convinced  that  nothing  can  con-, 
tribute  more  cfTeflually  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  great 
objed,  than  to  nianifeft  the  ability  and  determrnatton  of  this 
country,  to  be  fully  prepared  for  the  farther  profecution  of  a 
contedy  the  continuance  of  which  may  jiiftly  be  afcribed  to 
the  unwarrantable  pretenfions  of  the  enemy. 

**  But  on  no  occaflon  has  the  attention  of  your  Parliament 
been  more  deeply  and  anxtoufly  engaged,  than  by  thofc  im- 
portant condderations  to  w4iich  it  was  peculiarly  direfied  at 
the  opening  of  the  prefent  fcfliun,  in  confeqo«nce  of  your 
Majefty's  paternal  concern  for  the  welfare  and  comfort  of 
yunr  people.  To  alleviate,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the 
p/effure  upon  all  defcriptions  of  their  fellow-fubjeSs,  and 
upon  the  poorer  clafs  in  particular,  your  Commons  have 
deemed  lo  be  the  firft,  and  moft  urgent  of  their  duties.    The 
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ineaftires  adopted  for  ihis  purpofe  arc  thofe,  which,  they  truft, 
are  bcft  calculated  to  afford  fubdantial  and  extenfive  relief^ 
iMod  to  provide  for  the  neceflary  demands  of  the  year.  Much 
of  thciT  efficacy  muft,  however,  depend  upon  that  temper, 
good  fenfe,  and  fortitude,  which  this  country  has  difplayed 
under  the  fevereft  trials,  and  which  were  never  more  confpi* 
cuoiis  than  at  the  prefent  conjundure. 

••  Thefe,  Sire,  the  laft  proceedings  of  yonr  Parliament, 
previoQs  to  the  great  asra,.  now  on  the  point  of  commencing, 
are  the  indication  and  refult  of.  that  common  intered  and 
fellaw-feeling  with  the  people,  by  which  it  ^as  ever  been 
aduatedy  and  which  are  the  beft  fafegnard  of  all  that  is  moft 
valuable  in  fociety.  To  that  asra,  your  Commons  look  for- 
ward with  a  confident  expefiatjon,  that  the  confoiidated 
wifdom  and  authority  of  the  leglilature  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  under  the  aufptcious  governitient  of  your  Majcfty, 
and  of  your  lUuftriotis  Houfc,  will  diffufe,  throughout  every 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  the  full  benefits  of  that  conftitu* 
tion,  which  has  been  proved  to  be  favourable,  in  an  unexam* 
pled  degree,  to  the  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty  and  public  prof- 
perity  ;  and  which  cannot  therefore  fail  to  animate  the  zeal 
^nd  determination  of  thofe  who  o^ay  (hare  its  bleflings,  to  ,' 
4:heri(h  and  matAtain  it  in  their  #wn  times,-  and  to  tranfipit 
it  as  the  beft  inheritance  to  their  pofteriry," 

^  ' 

%*  THE  Reporter  hat  now  carriiKl  hi«  d^iaii  of  Parliamentary  Debate* 
to  a  veriod,  which  will  ever  hf  diftingqilhed  by  Hiftorian*  as  a  memonbif 
cpocn  in  Britiih  annal«—- the  exrin^ion  of  the  Bntilh  Paritanienr,  which 
bat  exifted  under  different  names  ever  (ince  civilization  and  a  regulsu-  fcrm 
of  government  took  place  in  this  country.  In  its  infancy  it  partook  cft]^ 
barbarifm  of  the  times.  Under  the  fcu<Ui  tyftcn  and  while  the  km^s  of 
England  knew  no  other  law  than  that  dictated  by  th<ir  own  will,  (unlrfs  si 
fafual  check  was  ioterpoiod  by  the  tmbulent  and  iuccei'^iful  mAucnce  of  ihf 
Barons»)  it  was  uniformly  the  abje^l  to:d  of  fovf^rpigntv  |  »od  'h<  princf 
upon  the  throne,  no  matter  how  qurttiopable  hit  tiiie,  commanded  it«  aid, 
and  ufed  it  at  pleafure  as  ihe  octaliunal  irllruracnt  either  ot  hb  wantoi^ 
caprice  or  his  wild  ambition.  We  do  not  difcover  a  trace  ot'  gc^nuine 
frtadom  in  debate,  or  in  principle,  m  the  Engllfh  ^  arlianvnts  till  after  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  It  is  trae»  the  mmds  vi'  both  Honles  began  rp  open  by 
degrees  to  the  conflitutional  rights  ot  K<^glif}\:iicn  n>uch  carli;  ^,  but  we  learu 
from  our  bed  HiAorians,  that  tluy  d^ly  cccafiunally  ventured  to  whilpera 
word  or  two  upon  that  important  iubjed  before  the  15th  century,  and  wer« 
generally  reproved  for  tbesr  contumacy.  The  oi.ly  apology  that  fpecnla- 
tion  can  Aiggeft  fpr  this^  reguhir  f^ftem  of  (lavery  is,  that  habit  infenllbly 
bends  the  miiKl  of  man,  and  (inks  it  into  aii  apathy  to  its  beft  and  motl  pro* 
•per  energies.  At  this  enlightened  «ra,  we  regard  the  haughty  reign  of 
thti%  unprincipled  and  mercilefs  tyrant,  Henry  the  eighth,  with  indie- 
nation  and  difguft.  It  it  no  wonder  that  the  Enghiii  Parliament  wys, 
duriiig  hif  arbitrary  fway,  at  the  ^t  of  the  throne.  During  the  reign  of 
|&*  ^*9*(^iter|  the  bivody  Mary,  Parliament  was  moft  (hafDeJcfsly  fubicr-^ 
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vient.  Had  cithei'  chamber  been  illumined  by  a  fpark  of  jufticei  they 
couM  not  but  have  (hortcned  that  detefUble  woman  by  the  headi  and  cut 
her  oflF  from  her  fire  and  fajrgot  career  before  her  infamy  had  blazed  forth 
to  the  dread  of  all  the  profeflfors  of  the  proteftant  religiop,  by  the  daily  an* 
nihilation  of  many  of  the.worthiefl  anid  moll  refpe^able  prelates,  clergyi 
and  laymen  of  the  kingdom.  In  Queen  Elizabeth^ t  reign,  we  fee  the  EagTUh 
parliament  link  inta  abfolute  contempt  j  if  they  felt  bold  enough  tor  a 
itngle  moment  to  indulge  in  a  little  harmlcfi  difcuflion  of  Parliamentary 
rights,  the>  were  immediately y?o<//^^  into  fubmifllon,  committed  to  the 
Tower  for  a  time,  and  glad  at  laft  to,  accept  of  a  petticoat  pardon,  but 
alwa)B  upon  a  condition  of  difgra^e  and  degradation.  In  the  eafy  reign 
of  James  the  ift,  Parliament  found  they  ^ould  with  fafety,  look  about  them, 
and  a(k  themfeives«  what  were  their  natural  and  conftitutional  rights  ? 
AH  men  departing  from  one  extreme,  are,  unhappily  for  human  ibciety,  be- 
trayed into  its  oppotire,  and  thus  it  happened,  that  in  the  unfortunate  re|g|) 
of  Charles  the  fir(i,  v-hofe  fubjedls  influenced  by  the  piauAbie  arguments  of 
popular  leadei^,  in  their  impatience  to  (hake  off*  the  (hackles  of  what  they 
deemed  regal  tyranny,  fubmitteci' to  what  is  at  all  time*  infinitely  worfe— 
popubr  defpotiim  \  (m  like  mantier  as  the  modern  French,  are  now  bowing 
to  the  }oke  ot  the  Corficaii  hero)  they  woi  (hipped  the  idol  of  the  day,  aad 
lamely  iuffered  their  mild  prince,  who  had  almoft  difgractd  himiVif  by 
concellions  to  his  peopic,  to  be  led  to  the  fcafFoId.  The  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond  was  a  fort  of  filken  reign,  compofed  rather  of  diHipation  and 
folly,  than  of  feiious  bufinefs,  but  even  during  thar  lax  reign,  we  find  th« 
Parliament  too  leady  to  admini(Ur  to  the  plcafures  of  their  monarch,  we 
might  fay  to  his  dangerous  vic^s  \  we  allude  folcly  to  his  political  coodu6(^ 
which  was  to  the  lall  degree,  venal,  bafe,  and  uncon((itutionaL'  It  it 
better  to  psfs  over  the  disgraceful  reign  of  James  the  znd  than  to  dwell 
upon  it  $  during  his  (hort  fovereignty,  (bough  a  weak  prince,  he  dared  to 
fet  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  at  defiance,  and  to  trample  upon  the  confti^ 
tution  with  an  unreiliained  audacity,  which  dues  no  credit  to  his  Parlia- 
ment. Heaven  be  praifed  I  his  career  was  foon  ftopped,  and  the  Revolu- 
tion  once  more  reftored  Engli(hmen  to  their  rights.  William  was,  \in- 
doubtedly,  not  very  liberally  dealt  with  by  his  ParliameiK,  who  had  by 
this  time  pretty  well  afcertained  and  infiHed  on  their  juft  privileges. 

From  that  teign  we  find  the  queftions  of  prerogative  and  privilege  agi« 
fated  repeatedly,  till  at  Itngth  each  has  found  its  level;  the  limits  of  both 
the  one  and  the  other,  having  been  correctly  and  accurately  defined,  are  ge- 
nerally well  underftood.  The  legiflative  union,  therefore,  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  opens  aufpicioufly,  and  unlcfs  the  glorious  opportunity  it  offers. 
of  confolid-itiiig  the  intereits,  and  blending  the  benefits  that  may  mutually 
be  derived  from  lb  fbttunate  ajuiifkicn  be  raifufed,  it  will  prove  a  fource  of 
tinparalieled  h^^ppinefs,  prolpcrity,  and  ilrcngth,  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Reporter  will  continue  his  Work  with  unremitted  afliduity  and  at- 
tention in  the  firli  SefTion  of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom^ 
which  is  likely  to  prove  a  moft  interelting  one* 

Henceforward  the  Numbers  will  be  publi(h«d  regularly  by  Mr.  Stock- 
dale,  in  Piccadilly. 


•    OmifTion  in  Debate  in  the  Lords  of  Dec.  a,  page  a6i,  before  Lord  Crett* 
ville^j  fpeech — inl'ert, 
The  Eail  of  Suff9lk  moved  tor  Copies  of  the  Retunis  of  the  Regiments 
'oF  Uoile  ferving  id  Holland,  from  the  firft  of  Au^uit  lo  the  iirft  of  De- 
cember 1799^ 

PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC    ACTS. 

The  fd]  lowing 'BILLS  received  ^he  Royal  Aflfent  in  the  courfeof  the 
Eighteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  commencing  on  Tuefday,  the 
tith  of  Novcmber»  and  ending  on  Wednefday,  the  31ft  of  December, 
|8co» 


November  24,  iSoo. 


A  N  ,a6l  to  prohibit  iintil  the  firft  day  of  November>  one  thoufand  eight 
^^  hundred  and  one,  the  exportation  of  rice  ;  and  to  indemnify  all  per« 
fons  who  have  b«en  concerned  in  preventih^  the  exportation  thereof,  or  in 
the  non-performance  of  any  centrals  and  agreements  that  (hall  not  have 
been  performed  in  confequence  thereof. 

An  a£t  to  authorise  his  Majefty  from  time  to  time  to'prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  proviiions  or  food. 

December  8,  1E00. 

An  aft  for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties  upon 
Qiait,  mum,  cyder  and  perry,  tor  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  one. 

An  a6l  for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Majefty  a  dut^  on  peniionsp 
pffic'^s,  and  perional  elates,  in  England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  and  certain  duties  on  fugar,  malt,  tobacco,  and  fnuff^  for 
the  lervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one. 

An  aft  for  iuipenling  until  the  twentieth  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand 
eight  huitlred  and  one,  the  duties  on  hops  imported,  and  for  charging 
other  duties  in  iieu  thereof. 

An  aft  to  proh  bit  until  the  firft  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  twc,  the  ufeof  corn  in  diftillmg  of  fptrits  br  making  of  ftartfh. 

An  aft  fpr  continuing  until  the  expiration  of  forty  days  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fii-ft  felTuin  of  Parliament  that  fliall  be  begun  and  holden 
after  the  firft  day  of  September  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  feveral 
laws  relating  to  the  prohibiting  the  exportation,  ahd  permitting  the  im* 
portation  of  corn  and  other  articles  of  provlfion  withuut  payment  or  diity  ^ 
fo  the  albwing  the  ufe  of  fugar  in  the  brewing  of  beer,  to  the  reducing 
the  duties  upon  fpirits  dlAilied  from  m'>ia(res.and  fugar,  and  to  the  pro. 
hibiting  the  making  of  low  wines  or  fpirits  from  wlieat  and  certain  other 
articles  in  that  part  pf  Great  Britain  called  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  (hortening,  until  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  March  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  r  and  one,  the  time  of  keeping  in  fteep  for  malting,  barley 
(iamaged  by  rain  in  the  late  harveft. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  a€l  made  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  intituled,  «*  An  Aft  for  the  better  relief 
gnd  employment  of  the  poor. 

December  15. 

An  aft  for  granting  bounties  on  the  importation  of  wheat,  barley,  rye, 
oats,  peafe,  beans,  and  Indian  corn,  and  of  barley,  rye,  oat,  and  Indian 
meal,  and  wheaten  flour,  and  rice. 

An  aft  to  permit,  until  the  firft  day  of  Oftober  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  one,  the  imporraticn  of  herrings  and  other  filh,  the  produce 
pi  the  filhery  carried  on  in  Nova  Scotia,  New  Biunfwicki  Newfoundland^ 

and 
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and  on  th^  coaft  of  I^abrador^  into  this  kingdom,  without  payment  of 
duty. 

An  aA  to  contmtie  (br  twenty- one  yean,  and  fromr  thence  tp  the  end  of 
the^hen  next  (ttTion  of  Parliament,  the  term  and  enUr^rc  the  powers 
ot  t««o  s£^»>  paired  in  the  thirty. fc<fOiid  year  of  the  reign  of  hit  Ure  Majedy 
ICing  George  the  fccond,  and  the  twentieth  year  oflhe  reign  of  bis  prefent  . 
Majefty,  for  reps tring' and  widening  the  ra«d  fiom  a  place  called  the  Old 
Yallows,  in  the  pari/h  of  Lunning,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  through  Wactr- 
ingham  New  liroad-row  and  Sunning  Uiil,  to  Virginia  Water,  in  the 
parifh  of  Egham»  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

An  a£l  to  continue  for  twenty^ne  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  £ci&on  of  Parliament,  the  term,  and  alter  and  tnlarge  tiw 
powers  of  two  a^s,  paifed  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
>Iajc(ty  King  George  the  iecond,  and  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
bis  prefent  M^jefty,  for  repairing  and  widening  the  road  fiom  To«pcefter^ 
through  Siiveifton  and  Brackley,  in  the  county  of  NorthamiitoR,  and  Ard« 
ky  and  Middleton  Sioney,  to  Weflon  Gate,  in  the  pariOi  ot  Weflon  on  the 
Green,  in  thcr  county  ot  Oxford. 

JDbC£MBEB.  aa. 

An  aft  for  making  better  provifion  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and 
^r  diminlibing  the  confumpiion  ot  bread  and  corn,  by  direAing  the  man« 
A,er  of  applying  pariih  relief,  until  the  iixth  day  of  November  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  and  from  thence  until  the  epd  of  fix  weeks  after 
Ibe  meeting  of  the  then  next  feiTion'of  Parliament* 

An  a£l  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and 
the  fuburbs  thereof,  and  certain  diftri^s  adjoining  thereto. 

An  Z&,  to  enable  Commiflioners  to  purefaafe  certain  bv^ildine^  for  the  ac* 
Cororoodatioo  of  tlie  two  Houies  of  Parliament. 
December  31ft. 

An  aft  for  railing  a  certain  fom  of  money,  by  loant  or  exchequer  billt. 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  lor  ap- 
propriating the  fupplies  granted  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament.  . 

An  aft  to  remove  doitbts  arifing  upon  the  conftruftion  of  an  aft  of  thii^ 
feflfion  of  patliamcnt,  intituled,  *<  An  aft  for  granting  bounties  on  the  im- 
*'  p9rtation  of  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  peafe,  heans,  and  Indian  com, 
<<  and  of  barley,  rye,  oat,  and  Indian  meal,  and  wheaten  flour  and  rice/* 

An  aft  |o  prevent,  until  the  iixth  day  of  November,  one  thoufand  eight 
bundrei^  and  one,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  fix  weeks  from  the  com- 
mencemrm  of  the  then  pext  ftflion  of  ParlianHsnt,  the  nianufafturing  of 
any  tine  fl.  ur  from  wheat  or  other  grain,  and  the  making  of  any  bread  folely. 
from  (he  fine  flour  of  wheat;  ttnd  to  repeal  an  aft  pafled  in  the  thirty  6xth 
year  of  the  leif  n  of  hi«  prefent  Majcfty,  for  permitting  bakers  to  maket 
and  ftll  cenain  (crts  of  bread,  and  to  make  more  «fle«:tuai  provition  for  tht 
Cimc. 

An  aft  to  prohibit,  until  the  iitlf  day  of  Oftober  one  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  one,  and  fiom  thence  ts  the  end  of  fix  weeks  next  after  the  com*, 
mencement  of  the  thm  next  ieilfon  of  Parliament,  any  ptrfcn  or  perfons 
from  felling  any  bread  which  (hall  not  have  been  baked  twenty-four  hours. 

An  aft  to  peimit  until  the  M\  day  of  Oftober  one  thouiand  eight  bun- 
dred  and  one,  the  iinporratiun  of  Swedifli  herrings  into  Great  Briiain. 

An  aft  tor  allowing,  until  the  fifteenth  daj^  of  OftoSer  one  thoufand 
eight  huntlied  and  one,  the  ufc  of  fait  duty-free  in  the  prefer ving  of  fifh  in 
bulk  or  barrel* ;  for  piotefting  perfons  in  fuch  iiflieries  from  being  im, 
^relied  into  his  M<ijc(iy'»  ftrvtcc,  for  difcontinuing  the  bounty  payable  on 

white 
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wbhe  hfirrings  exported,  and  for  allowing  a  Unxotf  on  pikhardt*  ooi^  ^ 
cured^  whether  exported  or  fold  for  home  jconliiiaprion. 

An  a  A  for  furl  her  contlnuiog»  umil  fix  weeks  after  the  commeocemcfiC 
of  the  mxt  (eiTion  of  Parllamenc,  fevcral  aflti  mside  in  tlie  ihirty-eightb* 
and  thirty -ninth  years  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign«  and  in  the  laft  £<fiott 
ofParliament,  for  empowering  his  Majtfty  to  fecurc  and  detain  iuchper* 
Ions  as  his  Majeftj  (ball  lufpe^l  are  coixipirlng  againft  bis  perCuii  and 
government,  • 

An  a£l  for  further  continuing!  until  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  one  thottfanl 
ei^ht  hundred  and  feven^  an  skSt  made  in  the  thirty -ieventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  pre&nt.  Majeity  intituled,  **  An  aQ  fcN*  the  beuer  preventMH 
*<  and  puniftiment  of  attempts  to  ftduce  perfons  ferving  in  hU  MajellyTt 
*'  forces  by  Tea  orian^y  from  their  dufry  and  allegiance  to  bis  Ma)eiy»  or 
**  to  incite  them  to  mutiny  or  diiubedience«** 

An  a£l  for  continuing»  until  fix  months  after  the  coAolulon  of  «  gene- 
ral peaccy  three  ads>  made  in  the  thlrty-tbiid  sad  thirty  eighth  yeara  pC 
his  prefrnt  Msjeft*s  reign*  for  diabliibing  regulations  ce(pe&uig  afifins  ar* 
riving  in  this  kingdom,  or  cefident  therein,  in  cectain  caJea. 

An  aft  for  taking  an  account  of  the  population  of  Great  Britain,  «nd 
•f  the  increale  or  dtminuiion  thereof. 

An  z^  to  explain,  amend  and  render  more  efFe^ual  the  feveral  afta 
made  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  thirty. ninth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  and  in  the  lall  feifion  uf  Parliament  for  the  redcmpiioo  and  pur« 
chafe  of  the  land  tax. 

An  a£l  for  extending  the  time  for  the  payment  of  certain  Turns  of  money* 
advanced  by  way  of  loan*  to  feveral  perfons  conneded  with,  and  trading 
to  the  Iflands  of  Grenada  and  Saint  Vincent. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as  have  omitted  to  qualify  tbemfelvet 
for  offices  and  employments,  and  to  indemnify  juftices  of  the  peace  or 
others  who  have  omitted  to  regiflcr  or  deliver  in  the<r  qualifications  within 
the  tlmedirefied  by  law,  and  for  extending  the  time  limited  for  thofe  pur- 
pofes,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  one,  to  indemnify  members  and  officers  in  citifs,  corporations,  and 
borough  towns,  whofe  admiflions  have  been  omittrd  to  be  flamped  accord- 
ing  to  lawy  or  having  been  ftamped,  have  been  loil  or  miflaid,  and  for  al- 
lowing them  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  one  thdufand  eight 
hun^ired  and  one,  to  provide  admilTionA  duly  flamped  j^to  permit  fucli  per- 
Ions  as  have  omitted  to  make  and  file  affidavits  of  the  execution  or  in. 
dentures  of  clerks  to  attomics  and  iblicitora  to  make  an  J  file  t)ie  fame  on 
or  before  the  firfl  day  of  Michaelmas  term  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
one}  and  for  indemnifying  deputies,  lieutenants,  snd  officers  of  the  militia, 
who  have  negle^d  to  tranfmit  dcfcnptions  of  their  qudlificarions  to  tbo 
clerks  of  the  peace  within  the  time  dircftcd  by  law,  and  for  extending  the 
thne  limited  for  thai  purpofe  until  the  firit  day  of  S. p. ember  one  thuuiand 
eight  hundred  and  one. 

An  a£t  for  explaining  and  amending  an  a^,  palTeJ  in  the  'aft  feffion  of 
pMrliament,  intituled,  '*  An  a^l  forereding  a  Liraret  on  Chilncy-hill,  in  the 
<*  county  of  Kent ;  and  for  reducing  into  one  ad  the  laws  relating  to 
«'  quarairin'-,  and  for  making  further  provifion.thtrcin,"  as  far  as  regards 
the  piynient  of  the  tonnage  doty,  in  the  iflands  of  Guernfey,  Jeifcy,  AU 
deriity,  Sark,  or  Man. 

An  a£t  to  revive  and  continue,  until  »he  expii ation  of  fix  weeks  after 

the  comm.pcement  of  the  next  fefli  >n  of  Parliamenr,  and  amend  to  much 

of  an  a£l  of  the  laft  feiliun  of  Parliament,  »«  rclnes  ro  the  reiucing  and 

belter  colkfting  the  duties  payable  on  tae  imp-^nation  at  fiarch  $  and  to 

'  continue 
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continve  fbr  the  fame  time  feveral  law*  relating  to  the  enabling  hU 
Majefty  to  permit  goods  to  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  in  neutral  Chips  j 
to  the  authorizing  his  Majefty  to  make  regulations  rrfpeAing  the  trade  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ^  and  to  the  prevtniing  offences  in  obftru6ling,  de- 
llroying,  or  damag*ne  Oiip<,  and  in  obftructlng  Teamen  and  others  froin 
puribing  their  lawful  occupations. 

•  An  a6l  for  aDuwing  the  importation  of  undrelTed  hemp,  from  any  of 
the  countries  that  lie  within  tne  limits  of  the  exciufive  trade  of  the  £aft 
India  company,  free  from  duty. 

An  aAto  aatliorise  his  M.ijefty  to  appoint  commiifioners  for  the  morfe 
cffeAua^  examination  of  accounts  of  pnblic  expenditure  for  his  Majefty*» 
forces  in  the  Weft  IndieSi  during  the  prefent  war. 

An  aft  for  making  the  Fort  of  Amfterdamy'  in  the  Iflaad  of  Cora^ao*  a 
free  port. 

An  a6l  for  conttnuingi  nntil  the  firft  day  of  June,  one  thoofand  eight 
hundred  and  one,  the  feHfCral  aAs  for  regulating  the  turnpike  roads  in  Great 
Britain,  which  expire  at  the  end  of  the  prefent  feifion  of  ParliAment. 

An  aft  for  obviating  a  doubt  arifing  on  the  power  of  fale  and  exchange 
contained  in  a  fettlemcnt  of  the  cftates  of  the  Right  Honourable  Hcnrj 
Karl  of  Bathurft. 
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APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 


COPIES  OF  STATE  PAPERS,  TREATIES,  CON- 
VENTIONS, &c. 


3»-K-«« 


PAPERS 


RELATIVE    TO 


The  Commencement  of  Negociations  for  Peace 
with  France. 

(No.  1.) 

No.  8,  Hercford-ftreet,  Ic  6  Fruc.  An  8.   (Aug.  24,  1800.) 

My  Lord, 
OWEVER  fcnipulous  I  may  have  hitherto  been  to  follow  in 


H 


all  refpc6ls  the  path  traced  for  my  official  communications 

with  the  miniftry  of  his  Majedy,  yet  the  fecrecy  and  difpatch  rc- 
quifite  for  thofe  which  form  the  fubjed  of  the  enclofed  Note,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  jullify  amore  dire6l  communication.  I  flatter  my- 
fclf,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  will  not  difapprove  of  the  ftep' 
I  now  take  of  communicating  to  you,  without  any  intervention, 
the  intentions  of  the  French  government  refpefling  the  overtures 
which  have  been  made  to  it  by  Baron  Thugut. 

If  his  Majefly  (liould  accept  the  proportions  contained  in  the 
enclofed  Note,  I  beg,  my  Lord,  that  you  would  appoint,  as  fooa 
'  as  poifible,  a  perfbn  who  Ihail  be  employed  to  treat  with  me  ;  and 
who  without  doubt  will  bt:  guided  in  this  important  negotiation 
by  that  fpirit  of  conciliation  which  alone  can  contribute  to  the 
reiloration  of  peace  and  good  underllandiug  between  the  two  go-« 
vernments.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft  refpeflful 
coniideration,  My  Lord, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fcrvant, 

(Signed)  OTTO, 

a  2        -  (No. 
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(No.  2.) 

To  his  Excellency  Lord  GrcnvHIe,  Secretary  o/ 
Srate  for  the  department  of  Foieign  Affairs. 

His  itnperial  Majefty  haviiip  communicated  to  the  government 
of  the  French  republic  a  note  from  Lord  Minto,  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  ^^ajeily  the  king  o( 
Great  Britain,  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  from  which  note  it  appears 
that  the  defire  of  his  Britannic  Majedv  is  to  fee  a  termination  of 
the  war  v;hich  divides  France  and  England,  the  underfigned  is 
fpecially  authorized  to  demand  from  his  Majefty's  miniftry  farther 
explanations  refpeciiting  the  propofition  which  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  court  of  Vienna ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  as  it  ap- 
pears impoilible  that  tit  the  tiioment  whea  Audria  and  England 
take  a  common  (liare  in  the  negotiations,  France  Ibould  find  her- 
felf  under  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  with  Auilria,  and  a  continuation 
of  hoftilities  with  England,  the  uiiderfigned  is  in  like  manner  au-* 
thorized  to  propofe  that  a  general  armiftice  be  concluded  between 
the  armies  and  the  fleets  of  the  two  dates,  adopting,  with  refpo^ 
to  the  places  which  are  befieged  and  blockaded,  meafures  analogous 
to  thofe  which  have  taken  place  in  Germany  relative  to  Uim, 
Phitipibourg,  and  Ingoldadf. 

The  underfigned  has  received  from  his  government  the  powers 
ncceflary  for  negotiating  and  concluding  this  general  armiftice. 
He  begs  his  excellency  Lord  Grenville  to  lay.  this 'note  before  his 
Britannic  Majcdy,  and  to  tranfmit  to  him  his  Majefty's  anfwer. 

London,  the  6th  Fruc.  An  8.  (Signed)         OTTO. 

(Aug.  24,  1800.) 

(No.  3.) 

Downlng-ftrect,  Aug.  26,  1800. 
Sir, 
1  am  to  requeft  that  you  will  endeavour,  as  foon  as  you  can,  to 
fee  M.  Otto,  and  to  aik  him  from  me,  Whether  he  has  any  ob- 
jection to  deliver  to  you,  fenled  up  for  me,  the  papers  to  which  his 
laft  communication  refers,  as  his  doing  fo  will  expedite  his  receiving 
the  anfwer  to  it. 

You  will  at  the  fame  time  apprize  him,  that  you  are  not  informed 
of  the  particulars  of  that  communication,  or«of  its  tendency  ;  and 
X\k2Xy<m  have  been  charged  to  make  this  inquiry,  in  order  to  avoid 
drawing  a^v  attention  to  it. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
Commiiuoner  George. 

(No.  4.) 

M.  Otto's  full  Powers. 
Bonaparte,  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Republic,  in  virtue  of 
the  4i(t  article  of  the  conftiiution,  gives  to  the  citizen  Otto, 

com* 
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propcir  acknowledgment  to  bim  for  the  readinefs  which  he.flicwcd 
to  comply  with  your  Lordfliip's  wifii  of  communicating  the  paper 
ybu  wifhcd  to  fee,  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  one  I  had  the 
iionour  to  deliver  to  your  Lord  (hip  ;  and  he  appears  fully  fenfible 
of  jthe  attention  (hewn  him  on  that  occafion.     1  declared  to  him, 

1ft,  That  the  note  prefeutcd  at  Vienna  by  Lord  Minto  con^ 
^ins  the  expreilion  of  his  Majefly's  fentiments,  and  that  the  King  is 
ready  to  aA  in  conformity  to  it. 

2d,  I  inquired  whether  any  anfwer  had  been  returned  by  the 
French  goveminent  to  the  propofal  contained  in  M.  Thugut't 
letter  to  M.  Talleyrand  refpeftiug  a  place  for  the.  meeting  of '  Ple- 
nipotentiaries to  carry  on  joint  negotiations,  and  was  informed  by 
hfm  that  the  place  of  meeting  was  fixed  at  Lqneville. 

3d,  I  informed  M.  Otto  that  either  of  the  places  named  by  M« 
Thugut  would  be  agreed  to  by  his  Majefty,  and  a  proper  perfon 
fept  thither  on  his  Majefty's  part  to  meet  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
Auflria  and  Trance,  provided  that  the  French  government  is  wil^ 
ling  to  enter  into  futficient  engagements  for  the  freedom  of  direA 
communication  by  couriers  with  fuch  place  of  negotiation ;  which 
he  promifes  to  communicate  immediately  to  the  French  govem- 
fljfjht  by  courier. 

4rh,  I  alfo  informed  M.  Otto  of  the  vcrj'  fubftantial  reafons 
that  will  prevent  his  Majefty  from  agreeing  to  the  general  armif- 
tice  pi'evious  to  the  iigning  of  preliminaries,  as  detailed  in  the 
minute  which  J  had  the  honour  to  receive,  from  your  LordQiip; 
and  was  anfwered  by  him,  that  he  has  every  re.ifon  to  think,  and 
is  perfonally  convinced,  that  the  continuation  of  the  German  ar- 
miftice  will  depend  upon  the  concluHon  of  the  £ng}iili  armiftice, 
the  advantages  of  the  latter  being  confidered  by  France  as  an  equi- 
valent for  the  very  obvious  difadvantages  of  the  German  one.  He 
obferved,  th'at  the  regulations  contained  in  the  German  armiftioe 
do  not  extend  to  fuch  places  as  were  not  a<ftually  bio(  kaded  or«  at- 
^cjted  by  the  French  :  judging  therefore  from  analogy,  fuch 
places  only  as  are  a(^udlly  blockaded  by  the  Iinirli{li  foaxes  could 
pe  coriiprehendcd  in  ;he  propofcd  armiftice,  therefore  Bellifle, 
Malta,  and  Alexandria  {l)otfi<f  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  as  Ulm, 
Philipfburg,  and  Ingolftadt. 

'  '  M.  Otto  hasbben  in(lru«fied  to  require  an  anfwer  to  the  propo- 
fal for  a  general  armiftice  'before'  the'  3d  of  September,  which 
makes  him  ronchu'e  that  hotfilities  maj-  ng^in  commence  about 
that  time,  ihodld  the  propolcd  armiltrce  be  pofiiively  refufed  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty.  He  farther  obferved,  that  as  long  jib  hof- 
•  tilities  on  the  Continent  are  carried  oh,  ih^Vcah^c  no  firm  bafis 
on  which  to  gfound  negotiation;  as  evtry  C&ange  on  either  fide 
Hvoutd  occafion  a  new  fubje6l  of  difcuffiolr.  '    "      **  " 

M.  Otto  farther  rcmai^k<?d;  that  if  a  general  armiftice  ftiould  be 
agi'eed  on,  he  in  authorized' to  enter  into  drty 'fecurify  that  may  be 
thought  ncceflary  for  the  commerce  of  G^tar  Brftilni  ind  that  the 
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great  importjmce  of  the  fubje<5^  obliges  him  to  inquire  whether  b« 
16  to  have  a  written  anfwer  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  general  armUlicc, 
or  whether  he  is  to  condder  the  prefent  verbal  cqixiqiurucation  ,  as 
definitive  againfl  it.     I  have  the  bonpur  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        IL  GEORGE. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville.  / 

(No.  8.) 

t     -  Downing«(lreet,  Aug,  29,  1800* 

Sir, 
As  M^  Otto  expreiTed  to  you  a  defire  to  receive  in  writing  the 
pnfwer  of  the  King's  government  to  his  note,  1  tranfmit  tayou  the 
cnclofedy  which  I  requefl  you  wili  commubicate  to  him. 
I  am,  £c. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
Com  m  ifflontr*  George. 

(No.  9.) 

Downing-drect,  Aug.  29,  180Q, 

Sir^ 

I  enclofe  to  yoUy  by  the  King's  command^  the  anfwer  which 

his  Majefty  has  thought  proper  tl^t  I  (hould  return  to  the  different 

points  contained  in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 

from  you. 

The  mode  which  you  adopted  for  tlie  tranfmii&on  of  that  paper 
,was  perfedlly  fatisfaflory  to  his  Msycfty's  government;  but  « 
-Captain  Geerge  has,  from  his  fitiiation,  the  opportunity  of  unob- 
icrved  intercourfe  with  you,  I  will  retjueft  you  to  tranfmit  to  me, 
through  him,  any  further  communications  with  which  you  may  b^ 
f:harged  by  vour  government  refpe<%ing  this  bufinelss. 

"         ^      (Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
^LOtto. 

(No.  10.)     NOTE. 

M.  Otto  having  apprifed  hi$  Majefty's  government,  throug!) 
Captain  George,  that  the  propofal  made  by  the  court  of  Vienna 
for  fixing  Lunevjlie  as  the  place  for  carrying  on  the  propofed  nev 
rotiation  for  a  gciieral  peace  has  been  acceded  to  by  the  French 
government,  it  only  remains  on  that  head  to  exprefs  his  Majefty*^ 
agreement  to  the  (s^me  propofal ;  and  to  declare,  that  in  confe- 
quence  thtreof  a  proper  perion  (hall  be  Tent  to  Luneville,  on  his 
jVlajefty's  part,  to  me^  the  Plenipotqitiarics  of  Auftria  and 
France,  as  fooo  as  the  pafTports  for  fuch  minifter  and  his  fuitc 
ihall  lie  received  :  provided  that  the  French  government  is  willjuig 
to  euter  into  the  Dece0ary  engagements,  that  his  Majefiy's  Pleni- 
potentiary 
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;pt>tentiai7  fiiall  be  at  liberty  to  comqiiinicate  irctly^  and  in  the 
tUfual  manner,  by  ceurier  with  this  cocmtry,  and  with  the  dqoii- 
nions  of  bis  Majefty!8  aNies. 

With  refpeft  to  thcpropofal  for  a  general  armiftice  by  fea  and 
Jand  between  Great  BntaiK  and  France,  the  King  would  fee  with 
|reat  fatisfadion  the  moment  when  he  could  with  propriety  adopt 
any  me|diirc,  the  immediate  effe^  of  which  would  be  to  put^  (top, 
at  leaft  for  a  time,  to  the  calamities  of  war ;  but  an  armiftice,  a» 
applying  to  naval  oporatlons,  has  at  no  period  ever  been  agree(ton 
wtwecn  Qctat  Britain  and  France,  dunn^the  courfe  of  their  ne- 
gotiations ifor  peace,  ^r  until  the  preliminaries  have  been  a^tunlfy 
vgnod  ;  fuch  a  ftep  therefore  cannot  be  confidercd  as  necelTiry  to 
;Degotiation,  and  from  tbi  difputrs  to  which  its  exectition  muft  uo- 
avoidably  be  expdSled  to  give  rife,  there  i,»  iuft  reafon  to  appre- 
lietid  that  it  might  more  probat^y  tend  to  oburuifl  than  to  facilitate 
the  fucGofs  pf  tfiofe -endeavours  which  the  two  parties  might  em- 
fp\oy  for  the  >veftoration  of  peace.  Beiides  this.it  is  to  Ix;  confi- 
dercd, .that  the  circumftances  of  a  naval  war  are  obviou Qy  not  fucb 
as  to  admit  of  fuch  equal  arrangementf  as  are  eafity  eftabliflied 
3vith  regard  <to  military  qperatrons,  when  fufpended  by 'fuch  aa 
agreement.  }t  appears 'tber^ore  at  all  events  premature  to  enter 
jcven  into  lhe.d?fculEon  of  this  quefHon,  ur^til  'lrom.the  courfe  of 
the  negotiationfs  it  ftiarll  moi:e  clearly  appear  hqw  far  they  ai^e 
likely  to  .lead  .to  a  fat^fiadory  ifiue.  But  in  any  cafe  no  decifioa 
icould  be  taken  here  on  fuch  a  fubje^t,  unlefs  the  French  govern^ 
:ment  bad  previously  explained,  in  what  ^nanner  k  is  conceived 
that  thetprinciples  af  the  regulations  ado])ted  in  the  German  armi. 
diice  ^h  refped  to  biqckadod  towns  can  be  applied  fo  the  naval 
jjDprts  and  arfenals  of  France  and  her  allies  now  blockaded  by  his 
jVfabjefty's  ^eets,  -{o  as  to  carry  lionaiide  into  execution,  as  to  the 
vrefpediye  maritime  forces,  the  fame  obje<^s  which  thofe  llipula- 
4ions  have  in  view  with  refpeS  to  the  military  portions  occupied 
by  the  armies  in  Germany  and  Italy, 

.(Signed)        GRANVILLE.. 
Poy^ngj^BC^,  Aug.  29,  1800. 

(No.  U.) 

1^0.  8,  Hereford  ftreet,  Aug.  30, 1800. 
(l2lhFruc.  An.  8.) 
MyLoiKj, 
J  received  yefterday  eyening  the  letter  and  the  note  which  your 
Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  me  ;  and  I  immedi- 
ately tranfmitted  them  to  Dover  by  an  extraordinary  meflcnger. 

I  cannot  but  be  extremely  flattered  by  the  approbation  which 

•his  Majeily*s  government  has  been  pleaied  to  give  to  the  mode 

which  I  had  adopted  for  my  political  communications.      That 

^hich  your  Excellency  propofes  to  me  combines  the  double  aci- 

A^«  Vol.  ly.  1§09,  b  vantage 
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vanta^s  of  difpatcb  and  of  fectecv,  and  I  fl)al|  follow  it  asQftcft 
ab  orders  from  my  government  uiall  alFord  me  an  opportunity  of 
profiting  by  it.  I  hdvc  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft  refpcAf^l 
confidcration,        My  Lprd, 

Yuur  Excellency's  mod  humble  aad  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)        QTTQ. 
(No.  12.)     NOTE, 

HU  £3^ce}lency  lord  Grenyille  haying  been  pleafed  to  inform  tl^e 
under^gncd  of  the  indention  of  (lis  Majesty  to  fend  a  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  Luneville  in  order  to  (ake  a  fhare  in  the  negotiations  which 
fliafl  b^  enterefi  upon,  a$  foon  as  the  neceil^ry  paffports  lliall  have 
been  tranfmitted  oy  the  French  ^overnm^nt,  and  a$  fopn  as  aCTu-- 
rance 
this 


mgl .  .    ,  

patched  an  extraordini^ry  nietTenger  in  order  to  comm^piq^te  thefe 
difpofitions  to  hi^  government. 

'^\\t  cqnciljatory  and  humane  fcntirpents  whiph  have  had  an  in- 
fluence in  producing  this  decifion  of  the  cabinet,  are  a  {lappy  pre- 
lagc  pt  th«;  re  eftablifhment  of  good  harmony  between  two  coun- 
tries ^yblch,  from  the  genius,  the  talents^  and  the  induftry'of  the\r 
peopici  arc  fo  ftrongly  intereftcd  in  cheriQiing  the  arts  and  the  en- 
joyment; of  peace.  It  j^  with  a  view  to  attain  more  fpecdlly  this 
end|fq  ardently  defired  by  all  Europe,  that  the  underfiancd  was  di- 
re^cd  to  fubmtt  %o  the  BritiAi  government  the  proje^  for  a  mari- 
time truce ;  but  t^e  qfiinipers  of  his  Majefty  having  judgpd  that 
it  would  be  premature  to  enter  up^n  the  dijcujfi^n  tf  this  ahjfct,  it  |S 
.  his  duty  to  ipfpe^l  the  motives  which  appear  to  (Iiepi  to  militate 
agstinft  fuch  a  negotiation,  although  he;  may  have  had  every  reafon 
to  hope  that  ihe  adherence  of  his  Majefty  to  that  pppofal  might 
have  become  the  pledge  of  the  continuance  of  the  two  arpfiiftices 
concluded  ip  Germany  and  Italy ;  the  French  government  not 
oeing  able  to  confent,  for  any  len^h  of  tjme,  to  facrifice  the  ad- 
vantages aiFordcd  to  it  by  its  military  pofition  upon  the  Contl- 
nent,  without  the  aiTurancp  of  an  analogous  facrifice  on  the  par( 
of  Great  Britain. 

If,  through  ipnpcirious  force  of  cjrcumflanceR,  the  refult^of  th^ 
negotiation?  of  Luneville  ftiould  be  fubje6lcd  to  the  futufe  fortune 
^of  war,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  refpedtive  ioflru^fttons  and 
'deliberations  would  no  longer  h«^ve  for  a  bafis  a  Aate  of  things 
known  af  d  appreciated  on  all  ilcjes,  and  thaf  the  pacific  difpo(itio|is 
manifefied  by  the  belligerent  powers  would  not  produce  cffcds  as 
prompt  and  fa}uta^^  as  might  bayc  been  hoped  lor  from  a  generid 
truce. 

TIk  appehenfions  of  the  underfigned,  relative  to  the  probable  re- 
newal ofho(lilitic!{  jn  Germany  and  in  Italy,  notwilbuauding  the 
/  ...         *  ncgo- 
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hrgbtiattons  which,  in  concert  with  his  Majefty,  (hall  be  com- 
incnced  at  Liinevillc,  are  confirmed  by  the  order  which  he  hte  re- 
ceived to  folicit  an  anfwer  before  the  3d  of  September. 

(Signed)         OTTO. 
Hcrefbrd-ftreef,  the  12th  Frua.  Year  8. 
(50th  Aug.  1300.) 

(No.  13.) 

Downing-ftrect,  Sept.  2,  1800* 
Sir, 
1  am  to  defire  that  you  \^ill  apprise  M.  Otto,  that  the  King  has 
iieen  plcafcd  eventually  to  make  choice  of  Mr.  6renville  to  re-- 

Srefcnt  hh  Majefty  at  Luneville,  and  of  Mr.  Garltke,  now  his 
lajefty's  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Bel-iin,  to  a6i  as  his  Majefty '• 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Grenville's  million.  It  will  therefore  be  ntcef-* 
{ity  that  a  feparate  paflTpdrt  for  Mr.  Garlike  (liould  b^  furnifticd 
by  the  French  government.  fUcfi  ^  will  endble  him  to  proceed 
direftly  from  Berlin  to  Luneville.  You  will  add,  that  it  Will  be  a 
xhatter  of  convenience  to  his  Mnjefty's  government,  and'n^x  Mr. 
Garlikc  perfonally^  if  that  paflTport,  i'nftead  /of  being  fent  through 
London,  were  tranrmtttctf,  through  the  French  miniftcr  at  Bcrlui, 
to  the  Earl  of  Carysfoit,  his  Majcfty's  miniftcr  at  that  court. 

I  wifti  you  farther  to  remark  (o  M.  Otto,  that  it  is  ufual  in  the 
ning  of  negotiations  for  peace,  that  fuch  previous  explanations 
•itld  take  pladc  as  may  enable  the  refpe(fl:ive  min;fters  to  arrive 
nearly  at  the  fame  time  at  the  place  of  ncgociation  ;  and  that  as  the 
cdmmunication  ori  this  point  may  be  received  here  fo  much  fooner 
fhom  Paris  than  from  Vienna,  his  Majefty *s  government  would 
iCiih  to  be  infdrmed  through  you  of  the  period  which  may  be  fixed 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Auftrian  and  French  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Ldneville,  in  order  that  no  delay  may  take  place  on  his  Majefty's 
parr  in  the  opening  of  the  ilcgdtiation.     Itim,  &c. 

.(Signed)        GRENVIELE. 
To  Captain  George- 

(No.  14.) 

Hcreford-ftreet,  4th  September.  ( 1  /th  VwiSt. )  - 
Mr.  George  ndt  being  yet  returned  from  Margate,  whither  he 
has  conveyed  his  family,  1  hope  that  your  feaccellency  will  not  dif- 
^pprove  of  rtiytranfmittl ng  to  you  diredly  the  very  important  com- 
itiunicnttons  which  I  received  this  morning  by  .in  extraordinary  cou- 
rier. I  fliould  add  thaf,  if  his  Majefty  confent  to  the  propofed  ar- 
itiiftice,  I  am  dire^ed  to  deliver  the  pafTport,  and  to  give  all  the  af- 
furances  demanded  for  the  Plenipotentiary  who  ftiall  be  appointed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  highcft  coniideration,  &c. 

(Signed)  OTTO. 

b  «  (No. 
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fI4o.l5.)    NOTE. 

Tfic  iindcrffgntd  having  comnumicated  to  his  government titar 
Note  dated  the  59th  of  A'uguft,  forwarded  to  him  by  his  Exceli 
lency  Lord  Grenville,  is  dirc^lfcd  to  fubroittohim  the  folio wing^ 
obfervations. 

Preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  concluded  and  figned  between 
his  Imperial  Majcfly  -and  the  French  Republic.  The  intervcntioR- 
ef  Lord  Minto,  who  demanded  that  £ngland  ihoiild  be  admitted 
to  take  part'  in  the  negotiations,  prevented  their  ratification  by  his- 
Imperial  Majcfty. 

The  fufpeufion  of  armst  which  had  taken  place  (blely  \i%  the  hope 
of  a  fpeedy  peace  between  the  £mperor  and  the  Republic,  ougnt 
then  to  ceafe,  and  wiirtnfa£^ceafe  on  the  24Fru6tidor  ( 1  Ith  Sept.)-) 
fiace  France  had  facrificed  to  that  hope  alone  the  immenfe  advan* 
tagcs^ which  vidory  had  fecured  to  her. 

The  intervention  of  £ngland  renders  the  qjueftion  of  peace  fo 
complicated,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the  French  govenirtient  to* 
prolong  farther  the  armiflice  upon  the  Continent,  unlefs  his  Bri- 
tannic Maje%  will  confent  to  render  it  common  tp  the  three 
powers. 

If  then  the  cabinet  of  Sr.  Jameses  defires  to  continue  to  make  a 
common  caufe  with  Auitria,  and  if  its  deiire  to  take  part  in  the 
negociations  be  fincere,  his  Britannic  Majefty  will  not  hefitatc  ta- 
adopt  the  propofed  armiflice, 

BiK  if  this  armiftice  be  not  concluded  before  the  24  FruAidor 
H  1th  Sq>t.),  hoflilities  will  have  been  renewed  with  Auftria,  and' 
the  Firft  Conful  will  no  longer  be  abl&'to  confent,  with  reg^dto 
that  power,  to  any  but  a  ieparate  and  complete  peace. 

In  order  to  fatisiy  the  explanations  demanded  relative  to  the  ar- 
mifHce,  the  underGgned  is  direfled  to  acquaint  Lord  GrenviUe, 
that  the  places  which  it  is  propofed  to  afiimilate  to  thofe  of  Gei»* 
many,  are  Malta  ami  the  maritime  towns  of  Egypt. 

If^it  be  true  that  a  long  fufpenfion  of  arms  between  France  and 
England  would  appear  unfavourable  to  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  ir 
is  not  le£i  fo,  that  an  armiilice  prolonged  upon  the  Continent 
would  be  effentially  difadvantaeeous  to  the  French  Republic ;  fo 
that  at  the  fame  time  that  the  naval  armiiHce  would  be  to*tfae 
French  government  a  pledge  of  the  zeal  which  would  be  employed 
hy  £ngland  in  promoting  the  re-edabiifhment  of  peace,,  the  con- 
tinemial^atwiftice  would  ne  one  alfo  to  the  Britifh  government  of 
the  fnuerity  of  the  efforts  of  France ;  and  as  the  pofition  of  Au- 
ilria  would  no  longer  admit  of  her  not  diligently  feeking  ^or  a 
Gonclufion,  the  three  powers  would  have,  in  their  own  private  in- 
tereds,  decifive  reafons  for  confenting  without  delay  to  the  facrifices 
which  may  be  reciprocally  necelSicy  in-  order  to' brings  aboiu  aD* 

early 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


earff  concrufion  of  a  general  and  folid  peace,  fucb  as  may  aafoer 
the  wi(h  and  the  hope  of  the  whole  wO^ld. 

(Sigpcd)        OTTO^ 
Hereford-fireet,  17th  Fruc;.  An  ^ 
(4,th  Sept.  1800.) 

(No.  16.) 

Downing-ftreet,  Sept.  4^  I800w 
Sir, 

It  appeared  by  a  note  recerped  this  day  froRi  M.  Otto,  that  the* 
French  government « has  determined  to  make  the  contiaaance  i^ 
the  anxMftice  between  Auftria  and  France,  and  the  commencement 
of  the  negotiations  for  peace,  dependent  on  theconclufion  of  an  ar- 
miftice  with  this  country ;  it  is  judgpd  proper,  in  order  that  the 
nlttmate  decifion  of  fo  important  and  cxtenuve  a  queftion  may  to 
taken  with  the  fuileft  knowledge  of  all  the  confiderations  by  whicla 
it  ought  to  be  governed,  that  you  (hould  fee  M.  Otto,  and  in^airr 
of  him,  Whether  (as  h\%  note  of  the  30th  ultitno  appears  to  inti- 
mate) he  is  furniUied  with  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  naval  truce  f 
and  in  that  cafe.  Whether  he  is  willing  to  connnunicate  it  to  yoii 
for  the  information  of  his  IHajedy's  government  ? 

You  will  further  inquire,  Whether  he  is  empowered  and  in- 
•ftruded  to  include  in  fuch  treaty  his  Majefl^r's  allies  ? 

And,  laftly,  if  his  projed  mould  contain  no  article  applicable 
lo  the  queftion  of  moving  the  French  and  Spaniih  fbips  ncKir  ia 
Breft  to  any  other  ftation  ra  or  out  of  Europe,  you  will  inquire^ 
whether  M.  Otto  is  authorized  to  enter  into  negotiation  for  the 
purpofe  of  including  proper  IHpulations  on  that  fubjedfc  ia  any 
treaty  of  the  nature  which  his  governmeat  has  propofed.  . 
I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
Kvan  Nepean»  £(q. 

(No.17.)' 

London,  Sept.  4,  ItdoJ' 
My  Lord, 
Since  I  had  the  honour  of  communicating  to  your  Lordfliip  the 
oonverfation  that  had  .palTed  between  me  ai^<  M.  Otto  on  the  ftfb- 
ic<5l  of  the  propofaifor  a  naval  armiflice»  and  the  readinefs  he  had 
cxpreflld  of  furniihing  me  with  a  copy  of  t^e  proje^  1  have  re- 
ceived from  him  the  enclofed  note  arid  the  pr6j.e6^  therein  referred 
to.    i  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec, 

(Signed)        EVAN  NEPEAN. 
Lord  Grenville,. 


(No. 
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(Uoi  18.)    PROJECT^ 

I; 

^erc  &al]  be  a  fofpendon  of  hoSilities  between  the  fleets  ari<j 
amues  of  the  French  Republic  and  thofe  of  Great  Briuin. 

ir. 

*  ^e  (iiips  of  war  arid  merchant  vefTcls  of  each  nation  (hall  enjov 
a  free  Navigation  without  being  fubjed  to  any  fearch,  and  (hall 
ob&rve  the  dlage  efiabilfhed  previous  to  the  war. 

in. 

All  veflcls,  of  either  nation,  captured  after  the  of  I^ruc- 

tsdor,  (hail  be  reftored. 

IV. 

The  places  of  Malta,  Alexandria,  Belleifle,  (lial!  be  affiniUated  to 
Ae  places  of  Ulm,  of  PhiHpfburgh,  and  of  Ingoiftadt ;  that  is  to 
iay,  all  neutral  or  French  vcflels  (hall  have  permiilion  treriy  to 
enter  them  in  order  to  fiirnifli  them  with  provifions. 


The  fquadrons  which  blockade  Breft,  Cadiz,  Toulon,  FIu(hing, 
Ikall  return  into  their  own  harbours,  or  at  leaft  (liall  keep  out  uf 
fig)it  of  the  coai^. 

VL 

Tliree  ^nglifli  officers  ihall  be  difpatched,  one  dire<flly  to  tde 
tdmiral  commanding  in  tKe  Mediterranean,  another  to  the  com* 
nander  of  the  fquadron' before  Maha,  the  third  to  the  comoiandtf 
of  the  blockade  of  Alexandria,  to  notify  to  them  the  prefent  ai'« 
miftice,  and  to  convey  them  orders  to  conform  thcmfelves  there» 
unto.  The  (aid  officers  (hall  paf^  through  France,  in  order  the 
more  expeditioiifly  to  arrive  at  their  dedination. 

VIL 

.    HisQitholic  Majefty  and  the  Bavarian  Republic  are  included  m 
the  prefent  armifticc. 

(No.  ID.)     NOTE. 

The  only  motive  which  could  lead  this  court  to  entertain  the 
difcuflion  of  a  propofal  fo  unufliaf  in  itfelf,  and  fo  ^Madvantageous 
to  the  intere(b  of  Great  Britain,  as  that  of  a  maritime  truce  to 
precede  negotiatioDt  is  the  defu  e  of  contributing  to  HbcflfUtc  the 

coDcluflon 
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^ofldufion  of  a  generat  peace ;  and  the  temnbatioo  of  the  armir 
^ce  on  tbe  Continent,  by  the  a6l  of  the  French  government,  would 
put  an  end  to  all  inducements  to  fuch  a  meafure  on  the.  port  of 
fhis  country.         , 

T^he  neccfl|ty  of  rieceiving  the  King's  command?,  on  the  proje6k 
^ofti^anicated  by  M.  Otto,  muft  prevent  the  underiigned  from 
tranfmitting  any  reply  to  tbat  p^per  before  Sunday  next.  It  is 
therefore  for  M.  Otto  to  determine  whether  he  will  not  think  it 
proper  immediately  to  write  to  his  government,  to  remark,  that  if 
France  has  propofed  art  armiftice  with  Great  Britain  for  the  pur- 
poie  of  its  leading  to  general  negotiation  and  peace,  thdt  objeA  can 
only  be  attained  by  at  Icaft  fuch  a  prolongation  of  the  continental 
armidice  as  will  allow  the  time  required  for  receiving  the  anfwer 
to  the  propofal  made  here. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
.Downing-ftrcet,  Sept.  5,  1800. 

(No.  20.) 

Thurfday  evening,  Sept.  4,   I8W>. 
Citizen  Otto  prefents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Nepe<in,  and 
according  to  his  defire,  enciofes-  a  (ketch  of  the  treaty  propofed  hj 
his  government. 

(Noi  21 .) 

London,  theotb  Sept.  ISOO. 
(18  Frua.  yearS^) 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
tp  addrois  to  me,  acquainting  me  that.hi$  M^&jefly  bad  thought 
proper  provifionaliy  to  appoint  Mr.  Grenville  to  take  part  in  tljc 
eventual  negotiations  at  Lunevijle.  That  clioice  cannot  fail  to  be 
yery  agreeable  to  the  French  government.  As  foon  as  the  refult 
pf  the  prefeht  communications  (hall  have  tendered  the  journey  of 
Mr.  Grenville  neceilarv,  I  ftiall  deliver  to  him  the  paffpon  for 
which  I  had  previoufly  applied  ;  and  1  am  directed  to  give,  in  the 
pame  of  T}f\y  government,  every  a(rurance  which  Mr.  Grenville 
can  defire  refpcfting  the  prompiitudc  and  tbe  inviolability  of  his 
correfpondencc. 

With  refpert  to  Mr.  Garlike,  it  will  be  ^ery  eaiV  to  fend  him 
directly  to  Ikrliii  the  paflport  ncceflaiy  for  him,  and  I  (liall  re- 
qucft  it  of  my  government,  ' 

The  arrangements  to  be  taken  in  the  cafe  of  an  eventual  con- 
grels,  in  order  that  the  refpeclivc  minifters  may  arrive  about  tbe 
fame  time  at  fhc  place  of  the  conferences,  are  io  conformable  to 
the  ordinary  proceedings  in  (imilar  cafes,  that  they  will  not  be 
neglcftcd.  Ihe  proximity  of  Paris  will  afford  me  the  facility  of 
'         '  ,  giving 
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«truig  to  the  Britifli  miiriftiy  every  informatian  which  it  may 
JSdire  npon  the  fubjed,  ]ong  before  it  could  procure  it  frons 
yiemiii.  ... 

j[  have  ti^e  ba^g^  to  be,  Ice. 

(Signed)        PTTO. 

(I^o.  22.) 

Tbe  uoder^gne^  xeceired  yetlerday,  ait  lour  o!cbok  in  liie  after«- 

CD,  the  note  whkii  his  ]£isuct]kncy  Lord  Grenvilie  did  him  the 
our  to  addrefs  fq  hiox.  }t  appeared  to  .bisa  to  be  of  fuch  high 
^portaoce,  that  at  the^ine  hour  lie  tranfmittet^  it  b^  an  extraor- 
idinary  meifenger  to  his  governmeut.  He  hopes  that  it  may  arrive 
sa  time  to  produce  the  etfeA  which  hi^  excellency  ha$  had  in  view : 
and  if  It  fiprves  to  prolong  for  a  JFew  days  the  Gontinenrta^  armiftices^ 
ive  wiU  congratulate  hiimelf  .vciy  much  on  i^'ia^  had  it  in  hia 
power  to  contribute  thereunto. 

^  He  bcgp  his  e;cGel(ency  ^^  ^cept  4!he  jbpn^i^ge  of  his  rdpeAful 
jeoqfideratiok^. 

j(Sjg»ed)        PTTO* 
^ctefor4-ftmt,  19  Fni^- ycv  9. 
(6th  Se|^.  laoo.) 

(Wo.  23.}     NOTE. 

Lord  G;)ctvnUle  prefents^  his  compliments  to  M.OttOt  andfcndf 
trim  herewith  the  pfficifil  aniwer  to  hfe  iaft  commuaication  on  the 
fub}ed  of  an  anniftioe,  together  with  the  copnter-projefit  thereii^ 
referred  to.  . 

He  reqviefi?  M.  Otto  to  accept  tbe  a^i^oce  ^f  )}H  W^h  confir 
deration. 

Dowubigrftaet,  Sept.  7,  180Q. 

(No.  24.)     IJOTg, 

Tbe  underfigned  had  the  hoawr  tf^  laiy  hefoc^  -tl^e  ICiog  tV  of^r 
)cial  anfwer  of  tl^e  French  government  which  he  received  from  M. 
Otto  on  the  4th  mfl;§nt ;  and  alfo  tbe  projed  of  ai^  arraiftice  Qom- 
«>unicated  on  the  fame  day. 

The  fpirit  of  that  anlwcr  is  unhappUy  but  little  oonfonant  witfr 
ithofe  appearances  of  a  conciliatory  dtfpofition  which  bad  before 
been  manifefted.  If  it  be  really  practicable  in  the  prefent  isonjieiTt 
ao  reflore  permanent  tranquillity  to  Europe,  this  objeft  muil  be 
•effc^ed  by  very  different  means  than  thofc  of  fucb  a  conirpvcrly 
jth^it  pa\per  is  calculated  so  prodjuce, 

Soijdp 
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Some  irepfy  is  however  indKpenfably  neceffary  t6  the 'aiTerfions 
there  advanced,  which  if  ttow  paHed  over  might  heiieafter  be  confi- 
defed  as  admitted. 

The  articles  which  an  Auftrian  officer,  charged  with  no  fuch' 
commiffioD,  was  perfuaded  to  (ign  at  Paris,  do  indeed  appear  to 
his  Majefty  little  calculated  to  tefcninatethe  calaniitics of  Europe. 

But  whatever  be  the  tendency  of  the  conditions  whith  the 
French  government  has  there  fpccificd,  there  ran  be  no  pretence 
for  reprdentiag  them  as  preliminaries  concluded  by  Aufttia  or  an- 
nulled by  the  intervention  6f  his  Majcfty . 

The  engagements  by  which  the  courts  of  London  and  Vienna 
have  agreed  not  to  treat  except  in  concert  with  each  other,  were 
concluded  before  there  was  any  queftion  of  thefe  'pretended  preli- 
minaries of  peace.  And  the  tirll  intimations  which  his  Majcfty 
received  of  their  fignature  were  accompanied  by  the  exprefs  decla- 
rations of  his  ally,  that  they  were^  wholly  unauthorizeo,  and  mud 
be  confidered  as  abfolutely  null. 

The  French  government  could  iiM^eed  expe£l  ao  other  determi- 
nation to  be  taken  by  his  Imperial  Majedy.  The  want  of  nil 
SDwers  or  i  nil  ructions  for  fudi  a  treaty,  on  the  part  of  the  Au- 
rian  officer,  was,  at  the  time  didindly  notified  by  him  to  thofe 
who  treated  with  him,  and  is  declared  even  on  the  very  face  of  the 
paper  which  he  figned. 

With  refped  therefoi'e  to  the  fuppofed  demand  of  his  Majedy  to 
be  admitted  to  thofe  negotiations,  nothing  more  is  neceflary  to  be 
faid.  The  note  delivered  to  M.  de  Tluiout  by  Lord  Minto,  fufh- 
cientl^  explains  the  part  which  hit  MajeRy  is  really  difpofed  to 
take  m  any  negotiation  which  may  be  regularly  fet  on  foot  for  ge« 
neral  peace. 

The  King  has  always  been  perfuaded  that  the  refult  of  fuch  a 
negotiation  can  alone  effe^luaily  r^-edablifli  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe. 

Experience  has  confirmed  this  opinion  ;  and  it  is  only  from  the 
conviction  of  its  truth  that  his  Majedy  has  now  lieen' induced  to 
wave  his  drong  objedions  to  the  fird  propolal  of  a  naval  armidice, 
and  to  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  conditiiins  on  which  it  may 
be  edabli(hed. 

His  Majedy,  judging  from  the  ej^xTience  of  fo  mnny  former  ne- 
gotiations, coniiders  fHch  an  armifticc  as  in  no  degree  likely  either 
to  expedite  or  to  facilitate  an  arrangement  of  the  dueft  iniereds  of 
Great  Britain  and  France. 

He  views  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  temporary  advantage  which 
it  is  propofed  to  him  to  yield  lo  his  enemy*,  in  order  k»  prevent  the 
renewal  of  continental  hodilities,  and  thereby  to  contribute  to  the 
conclufion  of  a  general  peace. 

And  on  this  ground,  notwithdandino  the  many  difadvantages 
which  he  is  fcnfible  mud  refult  to  this  country  from  fuch  a  mea-r 
Aire,  he  is  refolyed  Jo  give  to  his  allies  .uui  to  all  Europe  thii  q^vf 

4p.  Vqt.  IV.  180Q.  c  p-edgc 
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pledge  of  the  fentiments  by  which  he  is  a^uatcd  ;^^pror\M  rhae 
his  enemies  are  difpofed  to  regukce  the  ccxlditionaof  fuch  an  ar- 
iriftice,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  allow,  in  confornaity  to 
the  obvious  and  cftabiiflied  principle  of  fucb  aVrangementB. 

This  principle  is,  that  the  rcfpeftivc  pofition  of  the  tvo  parties 
ihould  remain  during  the  continuance  ot  the  armidice  fucb  as  it 
was  at  its  commencement;  and  that  neither  of  them  (hould  by  jts 
operation  acquire  fieih  advantages  or  new  means  of  annoying  bis 
enemy,  fuch  as  he  could  not  othcrwife  obtain.  The  dithculty  of 
doing  this  with  the  fame  precifion  in  the  cafe  of  naval  operations, 
as  by  land,  has  already  been  adverted  to  in  a  former  note ;  and  it 
conftitutes  a  lending  ol)jt<^ion  to  the  meafure  itfelf. 

But  the  French  proje^,  inftead  of  attempting  to  remove  or  ]c{]en 
thefe  difficulties,  departs  at  once,  and  in  every  article,  from  the 
principle  itfelf,  although  exprefsly  recognized  and  ftudiouily  main- 
tained in  the  continental  armidice  which  is  there  referred  to  as  the 
foundation  and  model  of  this  tranfad^ion. 

It  io  propofed,  in  efFe£l,  that  the  bloi  kade  of  the  naval  ports  and 
arfcnals  of  the  King's  enemies  fhould  be  raifcd  ;  that  they  (hould 
be  enabled  to  remove  their  fleets  to  any  other  ftations,  and  to  di- 
vide or  to  colle6V  their  force  as  they  may  jnd^;c  moft  advantageous 
to  their  fiuure  places :  the  importation  both  of  piovifions  and  of 
naval  and  military  fVores  is  to  b.!  wholly  unrcitrained.  Even  Maha 
and  the  poits^of  Egypt,  though  exprefsly  ftated  to  be  now  block- 
aded, ar;r  to  be  freely  viAualled,  and  for  in  unlimited  period,  in 
direft  cortradi^iion  to  the  itipulations  of  the  German  armiflice 
refpe£Ving  Ulm  and  Ingolfladt,  to  which  places  it  is  neverthelefs 
profefTed  to  affimiUte  them  :  a?id  this  government  is  expceVcd  to 
bind  itfelf  towards  the  allies  of  France  t^'en  before  any  reciprocal 
•cngngement  can  be  received  from  them ;  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  all  mention  of  the  King's  allies  is  on  the  other  halid  totally 
omitted. 

To  a  propofal  fo  manifeftly  repugnant  to  juftirc  and  equality, 
and  fo  injurious  not  only  to  his  iVlajefty's  interefts,  but  alfo  to 
thofe  of  his  allies,  it  cannot  be  cxptclcd  that  any  motive  fliould 
induce  the  King  to  accede. 

The  counter- projfei^l  which  the  underfigned  has  the  honour  to 
tranfmitjo  M.  Otto  contains  regulations  in  this  refpecl:  more 
nenrly  coriefpondinii;  with  that  principle  of  equality  on  which 
alone  his  Majcliy  can  confent  to  treat. 

Even  thofe  articles  are  in  many  important  points,  and  particu- 
larly in  what  relates  to  the  actual  ftations  of  his  Majefty's  fqua- 
drons,  very  far  iiio\  t  of  what  his  Majcfty  might  juflly  demand  fiom 
a  reference  to  the  general  principle  above  iiated,  from  analogy,- 
to  the  conditions  of  the  continental  armifticc,  or  from  the'relative 
iituation  of  naval  force:  ard  a  confidence  is  repofed  in  the  good 
faithof  his  enemies,  which,  although  it  can  never  be  claimed  in 
tran factions  between  belligerent  powers,  his  Majefty  is  neverthe- 
lefs 
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Icfs  willing!;  to  hope  he  (hall  not  find  to  have  been  mifplaccd  on  the 
prcfent  occafion . 

If  M.  Otlo  is  empowered  to  accede  to  thefe  ftipulations,  9  pro- 
per perfon  will  immediately  be  authorized  to  fign  tliem  on  his 
Majcfty's  pnrt ;  if  not,  he  is  requeued  to  tranfmit  them  without 
delay  to  his  government. 

'  ^  (Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

•  Downing-ftrect,  Sept.  7,  1800. 

(Na.  25.)      COUNTER.PROJECT. 

It  having  been  agreed  thai  negotiations  for  a  general  peace  (hall 
be  immediately  fet  on  foot  between  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  hi^ 
Britannic  Maj'efty,  ?nd  the  French  Republic,  and  an  arniitticehay  tng 
already  been  concluded  between  the  forces  of  his  Imperial  Majcfty 
and  thofe  of  tiie  French  R(;pubHc,  it  is  agreed  that  an  armifticc 
ihall  alfo  take  place  between  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majeily 
and  thofe  of  the  French  Republic,  on  the  terms  and  in  the  n^nner 
Allowing :  that  is  to  fay,-r  . 

Article  I. 

AH-  hofttHties,  twth  by  fea  and  land,  betc^'ccn  the  forces  of  the 
two  contia^ing  parties  fliall  be  fufpended,  and  (hall  not  be  re«- 
rewed  until ^fter  fourteen  dap*  notrcegiven  of  the  termination  of 
the  armiftice.  This  iiotic<^,  .ip  fo  far,  as  relates  to  the  parts  of 
£urope  north  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  muil  be  given  by  one  of  the 
two  governments  to  the  other,  and  is  to  be  reckoned  from  the  day 
in  which  the  fame  fliill  be  receive^l  by  the  government  to  whom  it 
is  given.  Jin  the  Mediterranean  or  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
notice  muft  be  g,iven  by  the  refpe£live  commanding  .officers.  But 
in  cafe  of  the  re^wal  q^  hofrilitii^s  between  Au(U'ia  and  France^ 
the  armiftice  between  Great  J^ritain  and  France  is  likcwife  to  l^ 
confidered  as  terminated,  fo  foon  as  fuch  renewal  of  hoftilitieS 
Ihall  be  known  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Br iti(h  forces ; 
except  only  in  fo  far  as  relates  to  prizes  of  merchant  veflels,  which 
(hall  be  regulated  by  the  third  Article  gf  this  Convention. 

Article  II. 

Orders  Ihall  immediately  be  fent  by  the  two  governments  to  their 
o^cet^  in  the  diflPtrent  parts  of  the  world,  to  conform  themfelves 
to  this  agreement ;  fea-paiTrs  (hall  be  giv^  to  the  lliips  which  are 
to  carry  thefe  orders;  and  his  Biitannic  ^Jajefty's  officers  to  be 
fent  for  that  purpofe  through  France^  fliall  be  furniihed  with  the 
oece(rary  pal^rtt  and  fiscilities  to  expedite  their  jouiney. 

c  2  Artkit 
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Article  III. 

An,  prices  made  in  any  part  of  the  world  duiing  the  continir-' 
ancc  and  operation  of  the  armiftlce,  by  any  officers  having  actually 
recciveti  due  notice  of  this  agreement,  fhall  be  rcffored  ;  and  ge- 
nerally, whether  fuch  notice  (hall  have  been  received  or  not,  all: 
prizes  made  in  the  channel,  or  in  the  North  Seas,  after  twelve 
days,  (to  be  reckoned  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  ttis 
convention,)  (liall  beredored  ;  and  the  fame  periods  (hall  be  al- 
lowed in  this  refpe6l  for  the  other  parts  of  the  wofld,  as  were  fti- 
pulated  by  the  22d*ArticIe  of  the  preliminaries  of  the  lafl  peace. 

Article   IV. 

Afafta,  and  the  maritime  towns  and  ports  of  Egypt  fhaf!  be 
placed  on  the  fame  footing  as  thole  places  which,  though  comprifed 
within  the  demarcation  of  the  French  army  in  GenAany,  are  occu- 
pied by  the  Auftrian  troops;  confe<juently  nothing  ftiafl  be  ad- 
mitted by  fea  which  can  give  additional  means  of  defence  $  and 
provifions  only  for  fourteen  days  at  a  time,  in  proportion  to  the 
confumption,  as  it  (hall  be  afcertained  by  commiflarics  to  be 
named  for  the  purpofe,  who  fhall  have  power  to  eftablifh  the  ne- 
ceiTary  regulations  for  giving  t^e&  to  this  flipulation,  conformably 
to  the  principles  of  the  4tb  Article  of  the  eonvention  concluded 
between  the  Auilrian  and  French  generals  in  Germany. 

Article  V. 

The  blockade  of  Breft,  Toulon,  and  any  other  oif  the  ports  of 
France  by  his  Majefb^'s  fleets,  fhall  be  drfcontinued  ;  and  all  tiri- 
tiih  fliips' fhall  be  inftni6ted  not  to  interrupt  or  obftmft  the  trade 
,or  navigation  of  any  fhips  failing  to  or  from  the  coafti  of  France^ 
except  in  the  aiticJe  of  naval  or  military  (lores,  which  are  not  to 
be  brought  thither  by  fea  during  the  prefent  armidice.  None  of 
the  fhips  of  w;ir  now  flatifoned  in  the  faid  ports  refpe^iveiy  ihall^ 
before  the  renewal  of  hollilities,  be  removed  to  any  other  ftation. 

Article  VI. 

The  allies  of  the  two  parties  fliall  fcverally  be  at  liberty  to  ac« 
cede  to  this  armifHce,  if  they  fb  think  fit ;  provided  that  they  alfo 
engage  to  obfervc  a  lifle  armifHce,  on  conditioas  fimifar  to  thofe 
here  fpecified,  towards  fuch  of  the  allies  on  the  othtr  fide  as  iiull 
ah'o  accede  to  it.     - 

The  periods  or  terms  to  be  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
armiflice  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  worid  as  with  relAed  to 
(!ach  of  the  faid  allies,  are  to  be  resvlated  in  cooformity  to  the  ili- 
pulatioQs  contained  in  the  3d  Artide  of  this  convention  as  between 

Great 
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Great  Britatia  and  France ;  and  the  (aid  periods  or  terms  att  to  be 
reckoned  from  the  day  on  which  the  acceffion  of  fucll  power  to 
the  armiftice  (hall  have  been  duly  notified  by  fucb  power  to  die 
partv  with  whom  it  is  at  war.  Such  notification,  duly  authentic* 
cated  by  the  government  on  whofe  part  it  is  made,  may  either  be 
tranfmttted  direfily  by  couriers  or  flags  of  truce,  or  through  the 
channel  of  the  two'contra^ing  parties,  to  each  other  reciprocally* 
The  naval  ports  and  arienals  of  the  allies  of  France  are,  durmg  fuch 
armiftice^  to  be  placed  on  the  fame  footing  with  thofe  of  France ; 
and  the  notices  which  are  to  precede  the  renewal  of  hollilities,  as 
well  as  all  other  matters  relating  to  fuch  armiftice,  are  to  be  regu- 
lated according  to  the  terms  of  this  convention. 

Article  VII. 

This  convention  (hall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  ihall  be 
exchanged  Uithin  the  term  of  ten  days,  or  fooner  if  the  fame  be 
pradHcable. 

(No.  26.) 

Hereford-ftreet,  21  Fruft.  8, 

(Sept.  8,  1800.) 

My  Lord, 

I  received  yefterday  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  note  and  the 

counter-projed  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to  ad* 

d^efs  to  me.     The  principles  contained  in  thefe  two  pieces  are  in 

feveral  refpe^s  fo  little  analogous  to  the  propofals  which  I  have 

been  dircAed  to  make,  and  the  object  of  which  was  to  compenfate 

^  a  Britifli,  armiftice  the  inconveniencies  which  might  refult  to 

France  from  the  eventual  prolongation  of  the  German  armiftice, 

that  I  cannot  take  upon  myfelf  to  admit  them  without  previoufly 

receiving  fjErther  inftai^Uons.    I  have  therefore  complied  with  your 

Excellency's  intentions,  by  tranfmifting  to   my  government  thole 

two  pieces  with  as  little  day  as  pofiible.    I  have  the  the  honour  to 

be,  with  the  moft  refpe^ful  confideration,  &c. 

(Signed)        OTTO. 

(No.  27.) 

Herrford-ftreet,  Sept.  16,  1800. 
(29  Fruc.  ».) 
My  Lord^ 
I  have  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  your  Excellency  the  anfwer 
which  my  government  has  direded  me  to  make  to  the  n^C^  which 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  addreis  to  me. 

The  Firfi  Conful,  hoping  that  it  is  (kill  po(&Ie  to  approximate 
Che  iaterefts  of  the  two  govenimtnts,  and  thf if  lyifiies  for  a  fpoed/ 

and 
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and  folid  peace,  and  being  v^illing  ta  give,  on  his  part,  a  frcfh  prodf 
of  hi«  "paciflc  difpO(ittons,,hiis  diipatched  orders  for  deferring  for 
fonne  daj?s  hagit  the^'attadc  Which  the  French  army  had  been  dU 
re^ed  to  make  upon  the  whbic  line. 

I  fliall  give  verbally  e?«her  to  your  Excellency  yoiirfelf,  or  to 
fiich  pcrfooas  you  flhiJ I  jtidge-proper  to  appoint  for  that  purpofe, 
fetisfadfery  explanations  refpefting  the  principlal  objeAions  con- 
tained in  your  note  of  the  7th  of  -this  month  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  they  will  produce  the  effeA  which  your  E\cc\kncy  had  in  view 
by  making  knoi»*n  to  me  the  intentions  of  his  Majefty.  The  high 
hnportance  of  thofe  commutiicatipns  authorizes  me  to  entreat 
that  you  would  give  them  every  facility  in  your  power.  1  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft  refpe6tful  confidcration, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

(Signed         OTTO. 

(No.  28.)     NOTE. 

,,The  underfigned  -ha^  tranfmitted  to  his  government  the  note  of 
bis  Excellency  Lord  Grenville,  dated  the  7th  of  September.  The 
counter-projeft  which  accompanied  it  having  been  laid  before  the 
fUa  Conful,  he  b^s^  obfer<ved  that  the  armiftice,  fuch  a.s  it  was  ^ 
propofed,  did  not  offer  any  advantage  to  ube  French  Republic,  and 
confequently  could  not  compenfate  to  it  for  the  ferious  inconveni* 
cncies  which  would  refult  to  it  from  the  continuance  of  the  conti- 
nental armiftice  :  hence  it  follows,  that  the  counter-projc^  could 
b?  ad  milted  inafmuch  only  as  the  queftion  might  fimpJy  be  to  iJrttlc 
the  preliminaries  of  a  particular  arrangement  between  France, and 
England  by  a  tri^ce  alil^e  particular  to  the  two  ftates^  bat  tbeef^ 
fe6l  of  the  pi'opofed  maritime  truce  being  intended  to  ferve  as  a 
compenfation  to  the  French  Republic  for  (he  continental  truce,  the 
former  ought  to  afford  to  it  advantages  equal  to  the  incoaveni* 
encies  which  it  experiences  from  the  latter. 

The  underiigned  is  tlierefore  directed  to  make  two  propofals, 
of  which  his  Britannic  Majtfty  may  choofe  that  which  may  appear 
to  him  moft  confonant  to  the  intereft  of  his  dominions  or  to  his 
continental  relations. 

The  firft  is,  that  the  proje6l  for  an  armiftice  be  drawn  up  and  ad- 
mitted in  terms  analogous  to  thofe  which  have  been  propofed  by 
the  miniftry  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  but  folely  under  theiiippo- 
fition  that  this  armiftice  ftiould  be  independent  of  the  events  of  the 
continent,  and  relative  only  to  a  feparate  negotiation  to  be  imme- 
diately-opened between  the  two  powers. 

The  lecond  is,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  fliould  continue  to 
make  common  caufe  w>ith  the  Emperor,  but  that,  in  that  cafe,  he 
(houtd  confem  that  the  •  maritime  trncc  may  offer  to  the  French 
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Republic  advantages  equal  to  .thofe  fecured  to  the  houfe  Auftria  bf 
•the  continental  truce. 

And  with  this  view  the  comparifon  may  be  eafily  fettled. 

By  the  continental  armiftice  the  court  of  Vienna  acquires  the 
means  of  re-organifing  its  armies,  of  converting  into  men,  arms, 
ammunition  of  every  kind,  the.fubfidies  paid  to  it  by  England  ;  of 
fortifying  and  vi^ualling  its,  places  of  the  fecond  and  third  line 
which  were  in  a  bad  (late,  in  coaiequence  of  the  rapid  march  of  the 
French  armies  having  not  been  forefcen.  Thus  Afoppo,  Palma- 
tiova»  Venire,  Verona,  and  Liniz,  had  -^een  negleded;  everyday 
their  tortifications  are  repairing  UJm,  In;;oiftatit,  although  blocit- 
aded,  are  imprc^ving  their  means  of  defence;  and  it  is  thearmi* 
fiice  which  procures  to  them  this  advantage  ;  for  at  'he  moment 
when  thofe  places  were  inveftcd,  the  enemy  thought  only  of  be- 
iieging  ours,  and  confequehtly  their  own  were  not  prepared  for  fo 
early  an  attack 

By  the  continental  armiftice»  the  impreffion  made  by  the  viAories 
of  the  French  armies  diminifl),  their  efFcr(fls  are  weakened.  Six 
months  ot  repbfe  would  fuftice  to  rcftore  the  moral  and  phyfical 
ilrength  of  the  Auftrian  armies  ;  to  allow  the  conqutred  to  recover 
from  the  impreflion  of  afcendancy  acquired  by  the  conquerors,  and 
to  make  it  neceflary  once  more  to  regain  that  contingent  fuperiority 
fo  well  earned  by  the  Republic. 

It  would  alfo  follow  as  a  cuufequence  of  the  continental  armi- 
fticp,  that  the  kingdom  of  Naplds,  now  a  prey  to  every  kind  of  ca- 
lamity, and  containing  all  the  feeds  of  intiirre^ion,  might  be  re* 
organized,  and  furni(h  frcfli  rcfouices  to  the  enemies  of  Fiance.'  It 
is  by  means  of  the  armiftice,  in  a  word,  that  men  arc  raifing  in 
Tufcany  and  in  the  maribes  of  Ancona ;  that  Auftria  is  every 
where  preparing  new  new  mean^  of  deknce  ,  that  everywhere  Ihic 
is  ameliorating  her  pofitiou,  which  perhaps  was  defperate,  whilft 
the  advantages  of  the  Republic  are  diminidiing  or  difappeariog. 

The  Firfl  Conful  has  already  made  to  the  love  of  peace  a  fuffici- 
ently  great  facrifice  of  thofe  advantages  :  if  he  ihouJd  continue  to 
derive  no  benefit  from  them,  it  would  no  longer  be  moderation, 
but  weaknefs  ;  it  would  no  longer  be  the  means  of  arriving  at  the 
conclulion  of  peace,  but  that  of  perpetuating  the  war.  Perhaps  in 
the  judgment  of  ftatefmen  the  French  government  may  have  arready 
too  long  delayed  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  contingency  which  was  fa- 
vourable to  it ;  but  it  has  only  done  fo  upon  the politive  aifurances^ 
which  had   been*  given  to   it  of  a  fpcedy  and  (eparafe  peace. 

At  this  moment,  when  the  two  allied  courts  infift  upon  a  joint 
negotiation  and  a  general  peace,  the  French  government  is  too  well 
aware  that  fo  complicated  a  work  is  not  to  be  accompliihed  in, a 
few  days,  and  it  ought  to  avoid  putting  itfelf  in  a  pofition  which 
would  be  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  acceleration  of  the  negoti- 
ations, by  giving  to  the  inimical  powers,  and  principally  to  Au- 
ilria,  a  r^  interefl  to  prolong,  the  difculftons,  in  order  daily  to 
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acquire  the  means  of  appearing  with  greater  advantage  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  confeqnently  with  greater  preteniions  at  the 
congreis. 

It  is  with  a  view  of  avoiding,  in  part,  fo  manifeft  an  inconve- 
nience, that  France  requires  that  the  maritime  armiflice  iliould  be 
ilipulated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  equivalent  to  the  continental 
armiilice,  and  as  to  place  England,  on  its  iide,  in  the  fituation  of 
being  defirous  of  the  concludon  of  peace.  The  advantages  which 
the  Republic  can  and  ought  to  expc^  from  the  naval  armiftice  are 
the  free  navigation  Z^  her  fhips^  and  the  facilities  neceflary  for  her 
communications  with  her  iflands  of  France  and  Reunion,  and  with 
her  American  colonies;  and  although  (he  (hould  make  ufe  of  it  te 
fend  a  few  thoufand  men  more  to  Egypt,  do  not  the  places  belong*- 
ing  to  the  Emperor  daily  acquire  in  like  manner  frefli  (Irength 
upon  the  continent  ? 

With  rcfpe^t  to  the  victualling  the  harbohrs  of  the  French  Re- 
public irfdf,  internal  means  of  circulation  are  not  wanting;  and 
this  objeiSl  is  but  of  fmall  importance  to  it.  When  the  Britifii  go- 
vernment  propofes  that  the  liarboui*s  and  places  blockaded  (liould 
only  receive  provifions  for  fourteen  days,  is  it  aware  that  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  eftablifliments  are  flillfar  from  Wanting  provifions? 
and  befidi^s  that,  the  feafon  is  drawing  near  which,  by  rendering  a 
naval  blockade  aimod  always  illufuiyy  makes  the  propofcd  tavoor 
qoite  ufeleis. 

That  if)  bcfides,  it  be  confidered  how  little  it  is  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain,  if  it  be  (incerely  defirous  of  peace,  to  prevent  France 
from  preferring  and  confolidating  the  fmall  number  which  remain 
to  her  of  foreign  fettlements,  and  how  much  £t^land«  by  making' 
new  aoquifitioiis  af  this  naturei  woi^ld  augment  fiili  farthei'  the  un« 
cafinefs  and  jealoufy  of  Europe ;  and  the  difpoficion  which  it 
evincei  not  to  fee  with  iodifference  the  untimitcd  extenfion  of  the 
power  and  commerce  of  England,  it  will  be  acknowledged,  at  the 
lame  tiaie»  tl|at  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  Franch  Repub- 
.  lie  from  a  maritime  truce  are  admitted  ;  that  this  truce  would  not 
be  fo  eminently  difivlirantageouft  to  England  as  her  government 
appears  to  imagine. 

The  undg-figned  is*  in  confeqi^ence,  direfted  to  r^fer  to  the  dou^ 
bic  propofition  contained  in  the  prrfcnt  Note* 

If  a  feparate  negoetatioo  and  peace  be  tli^  obje<^,  the  armifVioe 
may  be  agreed  tq  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  propofcd  by  the  mini* 
Itry  of  his  Britannic  M ajefly. 

If  a  joint  negotiation  and  a  general  peace  be  the  objeA,  the  ar« 
miftioe  mufl  be  nipulated  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  propofed  ta 
the  nafae  of  the  French  government|  and  as  it  will  be  ftibfcquently 
detailed  by  the  undcrfigned, 

(Signed)         OTTO, 
Hcrefbrd-flrcct,  20  Fnic.  an  8. 
(Sept.  i6,  1800.) 
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Lord  Grenville  to  Mi  Otto. 

Downing-ftrcet^  Sept.  2O,  1800* 

Sir,    •  .  .      .  .         • 

I  cnclofe  to  yon  the  anfwer  to  the  Ia(t  note  which  I  have  had  the 
lionour  to  receive  from  yon. 

You  will  there  obfefv'e  tint  his  INIajcfly  is  very  far  from  thinkine 
it  proper  for  him  to  accede  to  the  principle  which  is  again  urged 
in  that  note  as  the  foniidition  of  a  naval  armiftice* 

While  this  fundamirntil  dtfference  fubfifls,  there  can  be  little  rca. 
fon  to  hope  that  any  advantage  coiJd  arifefrom  difculling  the  de- 
tails of  fnch  a  meifurc. 

The  connter-projeft  which  I  had  the. honour  to  tranfmit  to  you. 
isconfidered  iiere  as  going  to  the  full  extent  of  conctflion  which  can 
with  any  colour  of  reafon  be  afked  by  France,  or  which  could  l>c 
admitted  by  this  country,  even  in  that  view  in  .which ^aJone  there 
can  beany  qiif (lion  ofna<'al  armiflice. 

If  you  are  authoiized  to  make  any  fuch  new  propofals  as  fliall  be   . 
rcaJIy  confiftitnt  with  thofe  principles  which  form  the  only  admif- 
fiblc  bafis  for  fuch  a  tranfadion,  1  am  confident  you  will  not  be  un- 
willing, in  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance,  to  tranfmit  them  to 
me  in  writing.  V 

Should  th^y  then  appear  to  his  Majelly's  government  to  afford 
any  fufficient  grounds  for  further  difcuifion  of  this  point,  I  (hall 
very  readity  receive  the  King's  commands  for  authorizing  a  proper 
perfon  to  converfe  with  you  on  the  fubjeifl  of  thofe  comrauni- 
cations.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GRENVILLE.^ 

(No.  30.)     NOTE. 

^^  • 

The  note  enclofed  in  M.  Otto's  letter  of  the  I6th  inftant  ha? 
been  laid  before  the  Kin<y. 

His  Majefty  has  n  ot  r.tn  m  that  paper  any'frefh  fuggeilions  on 
the  fubje^t  of  a  naval  armiftice  which  can  at  all  vary  the  anfwec 
tranfmitted  to  M.  Otto  on  the  Tth  inftant. 

Neither  his  Majefty*8  known  engagements  to  bis  allies,  nor  his 
defire,  fo  recently  exprefTed,  to  contribute  to  the  reftoration- of  ge* 
neral  tranquillity  in  Europe,  will  admit  of  his  fepuiting  his  in^ 
terefts  from  thoie  of  the  powers  with  whom  he  is  connei^led  in  the 
profcculion  of  the  war  j  much  lefs  cwild  he  entertain  the  idea  of 
confenting,  for  fuch  a  .purpofe,  to  any  naval  armiflice ;  a  meafure 
which  be  has  already  declaredto  be  totally  inapplicable  to  a  fepa- 
rate  difcuflion  of  the  interefts  of  Great  Britaio  a»d  France. 

This  propofal  being  therefore,  one  wMph  the  FrcQch  govern- 
.      Ap.  Vox..  IV.  1800,  dn  meat 
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ment  muil  have  known  that  his  Majefly  could  not  accept,  the  iiip^ 
pofed  alternative  profefled  to*  be  offered  to  his  Majefty's  choicer 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  to  the  (impie  renewal  of  a  demand 
already  rejected.  No  frelh  inducement  is  fluted  which  Ihould 
now  difpofe  his  Majefly  to  confent  to  thofe  conditions  of  armi- 
ftice  for  joint  negotiation  which  he  had  before  conildered  as  wholly 
inadmiliible. 

From  information  received  (ince  the  lad  communications  on  this 
fubjed'  took  place,  his  Majefly  has  obferved  with  equal  furprife  and 
concern  that  the  orders  for  givine  notice  of  ttie  termination  of  the 
continentararmiftice  muft  actually  have  been  difpatched  from  Pari^ 
at  the  very  time  when  the  continuance  of  that  armiflice  was  pro- 
pofcd  to  his  Majefly  as  the  condition  and  inducement  for  a  mari- 
time truce.  And  if  in  addition  to  this  circumflancc  his  Majefly 
were  to  colle£l  the  prefcnt  difpofitions  of  his  enemies  from  the 
terms  reijpe^ting  his  conduct  and  views  with  which  their  recent 
communications  with  his  allies  are  tilled*  the  conclufion  mufl  be 
extremely  unfavourable  to  the  exiftence  of  any  difpofuion  to  con- 
ciliation. 

His  Majefly  is  however  flill  willing  fo  wave  all  reference  to  ihefc 
coniiderations,  and  to  regulate  his  conduft  by  the  motives  which 
he  has  akeady  explained.  He  fliJl  looks  therefore^  to  a  na\'al  ar- 
miflice on  fuitable  conditions,  as  to  a  fdcrifice  which  he  may  be 
induced  to  make  in  order  to  prevent  the  renewal  of  hoftifitics  on 
the  continent,  and  thereby  to  facilitate  thofe  joint  negotiations 
lor  general  peace  which',  might  perhaps  be  accelerated  by  fuch 
an  arrangement,  although  they  are  by  no  meafls  neceffarily  de- 
pendent on  it. 

But  when  it  is  required  that  the  extent  of  the  facrifice  which  his 
Majefly  is  to  make  mould  be  regulated  neither  by  any  fair  Aandard 
of  equality,  iioj  by  the  ordinary  ruFes  which  govern  fuch  tranf* 
aftions;  when  without  any  reference  to  the  interefls  of  his  own 
people*  he  is  called  upon  to  prt>portion  his  concefiions  to  the  e&. 
aggerated  eili  mates  which  hm  enemies  have  formed  of  ;he  bene  firs 
derived  to  his  allies  from  the  continental  armiftice  ;  and  when  on 
fuch  grounds  as  thefe,  conditions  are  infifled  which  even  fbefe  could 
not  warrant,  it  becomes  necefTary  to  flate  diflin^lly  that  his  Majefty 
neither  recognizes  this  principle,  nor,  if  he  did,  could  he  agree  iu 
this  application  of  it. 

His  Majefly  is  not,  indeed,  called  irpon  to  appreciate  the  relative 
advantages  which  the  prolongation  of  the  continental  annittice 
might  Ideally  ajford  to  each  of  the  belligerent  powers.  But  even  oi 
thofe  circumftoiices  Which  are  enumerated  by  the  French  govern- 
ment as  exclnfively  advantageous  to  Auflria,  many  are  evidently 
beneficial  to  both  parties,  and  a^e  fo  nearly  to  an  equal  extent. 

If  during  the  interval  of  repofe  which' has  already  clapfed,  the 
Auflrian  armies  have  been  rc«ellablifiied,  recruited,  and  reinforced. 
France  has  not  been  inattentive  to  the  fame  menf tires.  If  tLc 
kjbitJics  which  hik  Ma^y  has-  furniflicd  sue  applied  by  bis  alU  to 
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the  formation  or  tranfport  of  magazines,  Francclias  appropriated' 
to  fimilar  purpofes  the  rigorous  contributions  cxa6led  from  thofe 
countries  which  the  exiftencc  of  an  armiftice  has  not  exempted 
from  that  calamity.  The  places  in  the  rear  of  the  Auftriah  artiiy 
may  have  been  repaired  ;  bnt  the  poiition  of  the  French  armict 
has  alfo  been  ftrengthened,  and  evea  the  blockaded  towns  npy. 
perhaps  fuflfer  more  from  the  increafed  length  of  the  blockade^ 
than  they  can  profit  by  any  internal  meafures  for  improving  their 
defences. 

Into  other  points  of  comparrfon  his  Majefty  forbears  to  enter. 
No  part  of  the  varied  fuccefles  ot  thi  continental  war  appear  to  him 
to  entitle  his  enemies  to  prefumc  on  any  afcendant  over  the  fpirit 
of  the  Auftrian  armies. 

But  were  the  aflerrions  of  the  French  government  in  thcfe  re- 
fpetfts  better  grounded  than  his  Majeftytonceives  them  to  be,  the 

Srinciple  itlclf  would  be  Hill  inadmilBble.  It  is  impoffible  that,  his 
lajeily  can  admit  that  compenfation  is  to  be  demanded  from  him 
for  the  extent  of  thofe  advantages,  whatever  they  might  really  be 
which  his  ally  might  derive  from  the  continuance  of  the  armiilice  ; 
yet  even  fuch  compenfatioti  is  in  a  great  degree  offered  by  his  Ma- 
jefty. Jn  confenting  to  a  naval  armiftice  on  foch  terms  as  have  al- 
ready been  acceded  to  on  his  Majefty 's  part,  he  has  made  confide- 
irable  facrifices,  and  placed  within  the  reach  of  his  enemies  great  and 
obvious  advantages  which  their  reprefentation  in  vain  endeavours 
to  depreciate,  he  nas  tbcrcbv  given  to  all  Europe  a  ftrong  pledge  of 
his  concern  for  the  general  welfare*  and  to  his  enemies  a  decided 
proof  of  pacific  diCpodtion.  < 

But  to  yield  to  the  prcfent  demand  would  be  to  facrifice*  thofe 
means  of  prefent  defence,  'and  thofe  {pledges  of  future  fecurity 
which  have  been  acquired  by  fuch  great  and  memorable  efforts, 
and  which  he  can  never  be  expected  to  forego  till  the  refmlt  of  thofe 
negotiations,  m  which  he  has  declared  his  readinefs  to  ccmcur^ 
ftiall  have  crowned  his  endeavoin^  for  tlje  happinefs  of  his  people  by 
the  reftoratton  of  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
Powning-ftreet,  Sept.  20,  1800. 

(No.  31.) 

London,  the  4th  Complimentary  Day,  year  8, 
(Sept.  21,  1800.) 
My  Lord, 
I  received  ycfterdayat  ten  o'clock  at  night,  thp  letter  and  the  note 
which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to  addrcfs  to  me  ;  and  I 
have  learnt  from  them  with  the  deepeft  regret,  that  his  Majefty  and 
his  miniftry  are  not  yet  difpofed- to  accede  to  the  principles  of  con- 
ciliation contained  in  the  note  whith  1  had  the  honour  lb  tranfmit 
to  you  on  the  16th  of  this  month* 

It  was  not  merely  with  a  view  to  ^ifettfs  thofe  prmciplcs,  but  in 

d  2  order 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


2S  ;   .  APPENDIX. 

order  to  propofe  to  your, Excellency  frefb  means  of  nccoaciliatiodf 
that  I  telt  it  my  duty  to  requeft,  in  my  letter  of  the  10th,  to  have 
an  interview  with  you  j  and  I  had  every  reafon  to  hope  that  the 
explanations  into  which  I  ihould  have  entered  would  effc^luaily 
have  obviated  the  difficulties  which  are  flill  oppofc^d  to  the  conclu* 
fioa  of  the  general  armiftice. 

You  defue,  my  Lord,  that  I  ihouid  give  you  thofe  explanations 
in  writing.  They  relate  to  two  points,  which  in  your  firft  note 
are  reprefented  as  being  the  mofl  important :  the  power  of  altering 
the  .pofitions  of  the  fquadrons  of  the  Republic  during  the  armidice, 
and  the  fate  of  the  allies  of  Great  Britain. 

1  am  authorized  to  confcnt  that  the  French  fliips  of  the  line  flial! 
not  go  out  of  the  harbonrs^where  they  are  at  prcfent ;  and  if  his 
Majeily  infiftsupon  his  alltes  being  included  in  the  propofed  armi* 
flice,  I  am  authorized  alfo  to  confent  that  they  fhould  enjoy  the 
iame  advantages  as  thofe  of  the  Reuu*^lic. 

The  intentions  of  the  ¥'^v&.  CoofuH  are  anew  detailed  in  the  pro- 
je$  which  I  have  herewith  ;nc  honour  to  enciofe  ,  and  in  qrder  no^ 
to  delay  a  connmunication  of  fuch  importance,  I  defer  until  another 
,  opportunity  my.anfwer  to  ycur  Excellency's  note. 

I  fliall  only  obfeuve,  that  even  if  the  Auftrian  armiftice  fiiould 
have  been  broken  in  thi:i  interval,  it  would  be  eafy  to  make  the 
lefpetflive  armies  refume  their  former  pofitions  in  the  event  of 
his  Majefly's  acceding  to  the  lad  propofals  which  have  bcenmade  ' 
to  him.  I  have  the  honour. to  be,  with  the  moft  ief^)€6iful  confix' 
daation,  &c, 

(Signed)       OTTO. 

(No.  32.)     PROJECT, 

la  coniideration  of  its  having  been  agreed  that  negotiations  for 
a  general  peace  fliall  be  icnraediately  opened  behveen  the  French 
Republic  and  its  allies  on  one  fide,  and  hi&  Imperial  Majefty,  hi« 
Britannic  Majefty,  and  their  allies,  on  the  other  (ide ;  and  that  the 
armiftice  which  has  already  been  concluded  between  the  armies  of 
the  French  Republic  and  thofe  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  may  be 
prolonged,  if  an  equivalent  armiftice  fliould  be  concluded  beiwcen 
the  forces  of  the  French  Republic  and  thofe  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  the  two  governments  have  agreed  to  conclude  the  faid  armi- 
itice  upon  the  following  conditiobs : 

Article  I. 

All  hoftilities  both  by  fea  and  land  between  the  two  nations  fliall 
be  fufpendiedy  and  flaall  not  be  renewed  until  after  a  month's  nociti* 
ration  prior  to  the  end  of  the  ^rojiij^ice.  In  all  parts  of  the  world 
the  armiftice  ftial!  not  be  brpken.  witboi^t  the  exprefs  order  of  the 
cohtrafling  governments;  and  hp^ilittes  ft)8|ll  not  bej'encwed  un- 
til a  mouth  after  the  notification  which  may  have  been  given  by 

the 
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tVie  ^ncral  or  commanding  officci;  "of  one  i)f  the  two  nations  t» 
that  of  the  other  nation  • 

Article  IL 

Ordei*s  (hall  be  immediately  tranfmiited  by  the  two  governoientt 
to  the  commanding  officers  in  the  fevcral  parts  of  the  world,  dire.51- 
iiig  them  toaA  in  conformity  with  this  Convention.  Paflports  ihaJl 
be  given  to  the  perfons  who  fliall  carj-y  out  thefe  oi'ders  ;  and  the 
officers  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  who  fhall  travel  through  France  for 
this  purpofe  (hall  receive  fafe-conduds  and  the  neceuary  facilities 
for  accelerating  their  journey. 

Article  JII. 

AH  firizes  made  inan)rpart  of  the  world,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  armidice,  by  any  officer  having  a6lually  received  the 
notification  of  this  convidion,  (hall  be  rcftored.  And  generally 
(whether  this  notification  (hall  have  been  made  or  not)  all  prizes 
made  in  the  channel,  or  in  the  North  Seas,  after  twelve  days,  to 
be  computed  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  con- 
vention, (hall  be  reftored  ;  and,  in  regard  to  this  obje£l,  the  ternv>' 
iliall  be  fixed  for  the  other  parts  of  the  world  conformably  to  the 
(lipulations  of  the  22d  Article  of  the  preliminaries  of  the  la(t 
peace;  whence  it  refults,  that,  computing  from  the  day  of  tliQ 
faid  exchange,  all  trading  vefTels  of  either  nation  (hall  have  the 
power  of  putting  out  to  fea,  and  of  navigating  freely  as  before  the 
war. 

Article  IV. 

Malta  and  £g}*pt  (liall  be  affimilated  to  the  places^  in  Germany, 
which,  although  blockaded  by  the  French  army,  have  been  per- 
nriitted  to  enjoy  the|  benefit  of  the  continental  armidice.  Maltai 
(hall  be  furniflied  with  provifions  for  fifteen  days  at  a  time,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  thoufand  rotiom  per  diem.  With  regard  to  Egypt  fix 
French  frigntes  dial!  have  the  liberty  of  failing  from  Toulon,  of 
unlading  at  Alexandria,  and  of  returning' without  being  fegrched^ 
and  without  foffering  any  oppofition  during  their  pafTage,  either 
from  Englifh  (hips  eft*  from  thofe  of  the  allies  of  Great  Britain. 
An  £ngli(h  officer  of  rank  (hall  for  this  purpofe  embark  on  boai*d 
one  of  the  frigates,  and  fhall  travel  through  France  on  his  way  to 
Toulon 

ArUcle  V. 

The  blockade  of  Breft,  of  Toulon,  and  of  every  other  French 
port,  fliall  be  raifed  ;  and  all  Britifh  captains  (hall  receive  inftruo* 
tions  not  not  to  interrupt  the  trade  of  any  veflel  either  entering 
therein  or  going  out  thereof.    No  Ihip  ot  the  Une,  however,  of 

. .  '  two 
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IMO  or  *hrec  decks,  aftually  at  ^^chor  in  the  faid  ports,  fiiall  be  at 
Jrberty  to  go  out  before  the  renewal  of  hofttlities,  for  the  purpofe 
of  changing  its  flation  ;  but  frigates,  floops,  and  other  fmall  liiip*  ' 
of  war,  may  freely  go  out  and  navigate,  and  in  the  event  of  their 
meeting  at  lea  with  fliips  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Ma^(ly«  they 
fcall  obferve  the  cuftoms  eftabliftied  before  the  war. 

Article  Vr. 

•  The  land  forces  in  the  pay  of  his  Britanmc  Majefly  (hall  not 
liavc  the  power  of  difembarkin^  in  any  port  of  Italy  during  the 
continuance  of  the  prefentarmiflice.  , 

Article  Vlf. 

.  The  allies  of  France,  namely,  Spain,  the  Batavian  Republic,  and 
Genoa,  fliail  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  prefent  armiftice. 
(If  h\s  Britannic  Majeih^  infill  upon  including  his  allies  in  the 
9rmiilice,  they  iliall  enjoy  the  lame  advantages  with  thofe  of 
France.) 

Article  VIII. 

The  prefent  convention  fliall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratification  fliall 
be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  or  -fooner  if  it  Ihouid  be 
pouibic. 

tNo.  33.) 

Hcreford-ftreet,  Sept.  23, 1800. 
(2Vendemiaire,  y.) 
My  Loi\]y 

I  have  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  your  Excellency  the  anfwer  to 
the  note  which  you  had  the  goodncfs  to  tranfmit  to  me  on  the  30th 
of  this  month. ' 

I  beg  that  you  would  at  the  fame  time  accept  the  homage  of 
thofe  fentiments  oi  re<pc<5l  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &:€• 

(Signed)        OTTO, 

(No.  3i.)     NOTE, 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  negotiation  with  which  the 
vnderligncd  has  been  charged,  he  has  had  caufe  to  regret  that 
the  want  of  niore  dirptt  communications  with  his  Majefty's  mini* 
ihy V  his  rendered  it  impoHible  for  him  to  give  to  his  official  over- 
tures roc  neceffar)^  explanations.  This  inconvenience  is  rendered 
{till  more  llriking  by  the  refult  of  his  laft  communications*  to 
which  the  note  which  he  had  the  honour  to  receive  oa  the  20th  of 
this  month  is  an  anf^^er. 

.The 
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I'he  firft  part  of  this  note  appearing  to  intimate'  a  flouKt  rc- 
fpc^ing  the  finccrity  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  Frcncii  government 
to  begin  negotiations  for  a  general  peace,  the  underfigned  cantiot 
avoid  entering  into  fome  details  upon  this  I'ul^e^,  which  wiU  full/ 
juftify  the  conduA  of  the  Firft  Confal.     - 

l*he  propofed  alternative  of  a  fepdratt  p«ace,  in  fhe  event  of  his 
IVIaje(ly*s  not^  accepting  the  conditions  for  a  generarl  armiftice,  far 
'from  evincing  a  want  of  ftncerity,  fumifhcs,  on'  the  contrary,  the 
ftron^cft  proof  of  the  conciliatory  difpoiitions  of  the  Firft  Conful : 
It  is  a  neceffaiy  confeqtience  of  the  declaration  made  by  the  under- 
iigned  the  4th'of  this  month.  In  eii^edt,  he  has;  had  the  honour  XA 
apprize  the  Britiih  miniftry,  "  That  if  that  armillice  be  not  coo*. 
*'  eluded  before  the  lltb  of  September,  hoflilities  "kvUI  ban»e  heem 
*•  renewed  with  Affftria,  and  that  in  that  cafe  the  Firft  Confui  4u£if 
♦♦  no  longer  be  abk^  nuith  regard  to  this  fowo',  to  amftnt  to  any  except 
**  ajtparate  and  complete  peace  *^ 

The  armiftice  was  not  concluded  at  the  date  fixed  upon ;  it  was 
therefore  natural  eventually  to  expert  a  fepalate  peace  witb  Aufiria^ 
and  according  to  the  fame  fuppohtion,  a  peace  in  like  manner  ^«- 
parate  with  Great  Britain^  unleis  it  is  thought  that  the  calamttiet 
with  which  a  great  part  of  Europe  has  been  (for '  eight  years  pad: 
opprefled,  ftiouid  t>e  continued  without  other  hope  of  terminatioa 
than  that  of  the  complete  deftru<5lion  of  one  of  the  belligeiYot 
powers. 

It  is  not  therefore  the  French  govlerninent  which  propofes  to  hk 
Majcfty  to  feparate  his  interefk  from  thoieof  his  allies ;  but  hat^- 
hig  in  vain  attempted  to  unite  them  in  a  common  center,  and 
finding  them  feparated  in  fad  by  the  refufal  of  England  to  lay 
down  on  the  altar  of  peace  fome  fpecial  ad/antaees  of  which  France 
had  already  made  a  tacrine,  the  Firft  Confuf  has  given  a  frefli 
proof  of  his  difpoiitions,  by  pointing  out  another  means  of  recoiid* 
liation  which  the  courfe  of  events  will  bring  about  iboner  or 
later. 

In  conformity  with  the  advice  which  the  underiigned  bad  tranf* 
mitted  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  notification  was  given  of  the  cef- 
facion  of  the  continental  armiftice  at  the  term  which  had  been  ' 
fixed  upon,  but  the  counter-projedl  of  the  Britifli  miniftry^  dif- 
patched  by  the  underiigned  upon  the  8ch  of  this  month,  having 
reached  Paris-  on  the  lOth,  and  his  Imjierial  Majeftv  having  ap* 
peared  to  be  convinced  that  his  allf  would  not  withhold  his  eon^nt 
to  an  admillible  armiftice,  the  Firii  Conful  det€rn>ined  agatR'  to-rc-> 
tard  for  eight  days  the  renewal  of  hoftilitics.  Orders  were  imme* 
fliately  difpatchcd  to  the  armies  of  Germany  and  Italy,  and  in  the 
event  of  thofe  orders  arriving  too  hte  in  the  laft  mentioned  coiKitiy, 
and  of  the  French  genefals  having  obtained  fucceffes  iii  confequence 
of  any  military  operation,  tliey  are  ordered  to  refume  that  pofitioik 
which  they  occupied  on  the  ppccife  day  on  which  hoftilities  were 
jre^ommenced;. 

The 
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The  firople  i-clation  of  thcfe  fads  wili  without  doubt  he  fuffictent 
to  prove  that  the  French  government  never  es^ti  have  intended  fto 
cover»  by  pretended  negotiations,  a  fre(h  attack  upon  Audrta  ;  and 
that,  on  thc.contrary»  it  has  a6tcd  throughout  tbisinegotiation  with 
that  frajiknefs  and  loyalty  which  can  alone  enfure  that  re-e(labli(h* 
(nent  of  general  tranquillity  which  his  M ajefty  and  his  niiniftrry 
have  fo  much  at  heart. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  look  for  proofs  of  a  contrary  intention 
in  fome  expreiiions  contained  in  the  official  communications  of  the 
Prench  government  to  the  allies  of  his  coui;!itry.  More  efpecially  if 
£ldh  .proofs  were  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  one  of  the  lad  letters 
written  to  Baron  Thugut,  which  the  nnderfigned  might  have  com* 
municated  himfelf,  if  nejhad  found  an  opportunity;  that  letter 
would  prove  that  the. French  government,  always  a  friend  to  peace^ 
appeared  to  complain  of  the  intentions  of  Great  Britain  only  bc« 
caufe  it  had  every  reafon  to  believe  them  contrary  to  a  folid  fydem 
of  pacification. 

The  underfigned  has  entered  into  thefe  details  only  becaufe,  on 
the  eve  of  negotiaiions  which  may  be  entered  upon»  it  is  of  inipor- 
tance  to  the  councils  of  the  two  powers  to  be  reciprocaMy  convinced 
of  the  fincerity  of  their  intentions,  and. becaufe  the  opinion  which 
they  may  have  of  that  fincerity  is  the  only  pledge  for  tne  fuccefs  of 
the  negotiations. 

With  refpe^t  to  the  fecond  point  in  the  note  which  the  under- 
££ned  has  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  he  is  to  refer  to  his  letter 
of  the  I6thf  in  which  he  informed  his  Excellency  Lord  Grenville 
that  he  was  direded  to  give  /afisfa^fory  explanations  relative  to  the 
princtpal  objeAtons  of  the  Britifh  government  to  the  propofed 
armifUce,  and  entreated  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  facilitate  the 
means  of  verbal  communications  with  the  minillry.  It  was  there- 
fore difficolt  to  believe  that  the  French  government  would  adherei 
without  ai^  modification^  to  its  firft  overtures ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  it 
would  have  been  quite  ufelefs  to  folicit  for  an  interview,  in  order 
to  give  iatisfa£tory  explanations. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  compenditions  requifite,  in  order  to  place  the 
naval  armidice  upon  a  footing  with  the  continental  truce,  his  Ma- 
jefty'g  miniftry  tnink  that  there  is  fome  preponderance  in  the  ba« 
iance  fettled  by  the  French  government ;  a  formal  difcuifion  upou 
this  point  would  undoubtedly  bedifplact:d.  After  the  various  fuc-i 
cedes  of  a  war  whirh  has  produced  fo  many  extraordinary  events^ 
it  is  difficult  to  doubt  of  the  moral  inflnence  of  thofe  e^nts  upon 
armies,  upon  nations,  upon  governments  themfclves,  and  the  de- 
ductions which  may  be  drawn  from  it  at  prefent,  appear  to  juftiiy 
the  opinion  which' the  underfigned  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  flate.  If 
there  beany  exaggeration  in  this  opinion,  it  is  Aiared  with  the  ene« 
mtes  of  the  Republic  themfelves,  who  have  employed  every  effort 
to  prolong  the  truce,  and  who  have  not  fcruplcd  to  ufe  the  meani^ 
of  pretended  negotiations^in  order  to  gain  time.  The  preliminar 
ries  figned  by  thc-Count  dc  St.  Julien,  and  dilavowcd  by  his  court. 
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trt  a  ikif  niorable  example  of  this ;  and  the  prolongation  of  the  con*- 
tinental  anniftice  mult  neceifarily  be  coiifidered  as  a  facrifice  on  the 

S'  art  of  the  Republic,  fince  every  elfei-t  has  been  employed  to  Extort 
ficonfent  to  It.    ; 

But  eVen  ii^hild  his  Majeuy^^  iti'miftry  eidmtt  the  exiftence  of 
this  facrifice,  they  forrtiaJlv  declare  that  an  anitlogOus  facrifice  can- 
hot  he  expeded  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty.  It  cer*^ 
tatnly  does  not  become  France  to  judge  how  far  his  Majefty's 
engagements  with  his  allies  may  cbuntera^it  his  inclination  in  thi^ 
relpcSl ;  but  Franc#  appears  to  have  certainly  an  uodoifbted  right 
to  demand  the  price  of^the  facrifice  fhe  has  made,  and  which  (he 
is  willing  td  makfc.  The  Firft  Confui  Usui  given  to  Earope  re- 
peated pTeclges  of  his  pacific  difpofitions ;  he  has  never  ceiafed  ma* 
fiifefting  them  to  the  cabinets  interefted  in  this  conteif ;  and  even 
althougn  the  hopes  of  the  enemies  of  th^  French  Republic  {hovlil 
be  excited  by  hts  mdderatiou;  it  (bail  always  be  the  fole  guide  of 
hisadiohs. 

NotwithAatiding  thii  difference  in  tlie  manner  of  viewing  feve* 
hil  quetlions  acceflbry  and  preliminary  to  the  propofed  pacification » 
ihe  uriderfigned  cannot  but  congratulate  himfeir  on  finding,  in  all 
the  commutltcations  which  he  has  hitherto  had  the  honour  of  re* 
living,  tlie  fame  aflurances  of  his  Majefly'^  difpolhioit  to  employ 
his  effort^  towards  the  re*e/labl((hment  of  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
rope ;  arid  he  vi^ill  negl6^  no  opportimiry  of  placing  this  ciifpofi* 
tion  in  its  ftrdiigeft  light  t4  his  government: 

(Sigdcd)        OTTO. 
Hereford,  ftfeet,  Sept.  2^,  180Q'. 
(1  Vendemiaire,year9.) 

(No.  35.)     i^Ot^. 

Lorii  breiiVitle  (ft-efthts  his  compliments  to  M.  Ottd^  and  ha<  &t 
honour  to  fend  him  herewith  the  official  anfwer  to  his  communi- 
cation oathe  i3d  infiant. 

He  tequefts  M.  Otto  to  accept  the  afiiirancei  o^his  high  c^xxfi* 
4leratidn. 

Downrng-ftrect,  Sept.  2b,  UOO. 

(No.  36.)     NOTE. 

It  is  ty  ho  meaiis  the  wilh  of  the  Bfififh  government  to  pro- 
long a  written  controvcrfy  on  the  cirtumilances  to  which  the  firff 
part  of  M.  Otto's  note  of  the  25d  inilant  principally  relates :  It  i$ 
however  necefiary,^  in  order  to  vindicate  the  accuracy  of  the  for- 
mer fiatemeot  which  the  underiigned  was  direftcd  to  make,  that 
^the  data  of  thole  faAs  fbould,  in  r^ly  t«  Otfo's  note,  be  more 

Af;  Vofi^iy,  1800.  c  -  *  paftico^ 
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particularly  detAtled ;  but  this  will  be  done  withtnit  adding  aoy* 
lre(h  commetH  upon  theni. 

The  firll  prdpofal  made  to  his  Majefty,  on  the  part  of  France, 
for  a  naval  arm  id  ice  grounded  on  that  of  the  continent^  was  dated 
on  the  24th  of  Auguu. 

The  notices  for  terminating  the  continental  armiftice  were  givea 
by  the  French  generals  on  the  27th  and  89th  of  Auguft;  th«5 
orders  for  that  purpofe  mud  therefore  iiave  been  anally  feut  from 
Paris  before  the  24th. 

His  Majefty*s  anfwcr  was  traiifraitted  by  tht  underfi;:;ned  to  M. 
Otto  on  the  29th,  the  very  day  on  which  the  lafl  ot  the  notices 
was  given  in  Germany.  That  antwer  referred  to  the  Auftriaii 
armiltice  as  (lill  eniiling  ;  and  k  was  not  till  the  4th  of  September 
that  the  firft  intimation  was  received  here  of  the  meafures  taken  ia 
Germany  for  giving  notice  of  its  termination. 

With  refpe<a  to  the  letter  of  M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Baron  dc 
Thugut,  to  which  M.  Otto  refers,  it  was  alfo  dated  the  24th  Au- 
guft. The  French  government,  fo  far  from  being  at  that  time  en- 
titled to  confider  his  Majefty's  intentions  as  hoftile  to  the  re-cfta- 
blifliment  of  a  folid  fyflem  of  pacification,  was  then  actually  in 

roflei&on  of  the  notification  given  in  his  Majefly*s  name,  through 
is  ally^  of  his  readineik  to  coiKur  in  immediate  uegociations  for 
that  verv  purpofe. 

It  will  be  with  nsal  pleafure  that  his  Majefty  will  fee  the  coocla- 
fions  which  appeared^  him  lo  refuit  from  thefe  fa6ls  difproved  by 
the  event.  Ihc  bed  evidence  which  the  French  government  can 
now  give  of  the  (incerity  of  its  difpofitions  for  peace,  will  be  found 
in  the  facilities  it  may  afford  for  expediting  both  the  commencmeot 
and  the  iuccefsful  termination  of  that  negotiation  into  which  the 
King  and  his  ally  the  emperor  of  Germany  have  already  exprefled 
iheir  willin/!;nefs  to  enter,  and  which  can  alone,  by  a  general  and 
comprehenfive  arran]^ement  of  tlie  inttrefts  of  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  this  eittenilve  war,  a^brd  to  Europe  the  hope  oi  folid  and 
pernianeAt  CFanquillity. 

With  refped  to  the  fuppofed  cafe,  in  which  it  is  ilated,  that 
France  would  not  agree*  to  treat  with  Auftria  but  for  a  feparate 
peace,  tfte  fortune  of  war  ran  alone  decide  on  the  means  of  realizing 
fuch  a  pretenfion,  but  ,whcuever  it  fliail  be  infifted  on  by  France, 
after  the  experience  of  what  has  already  pafied,  it  will  afford  te  all 
other  powers,  not  a  prtfiimption  only,  hut  the  painful  and  decided 
f  onvidion,  that  th?  French  government  has  no  real  defire  to  put  a 
final  and  conclufive  period  to  the  calamities  of  Europe.  ,No  roan  , 
who  confidcrs  the  pail  events  of  this  conteii  with  attention,  or  who 
is  capable  of  judging  with  accuracy  of  ilie  piefent  fituation  of 
affairs,  can  beUeve  that  if  the  prefent  war  is  to  be  terminated  only 
by  a  fucceilioil  of  feparate  treaties  between  the  different  powers  now 
engaged  in  it,  anv  permanent  or  foFid  baiis  of  general  tranquillity 
could  be cftabliflied. 

^$  his  Majcfty  ha^^  in  compliance  with  M,  Otto's  wilhcs,  autho- 
rized 
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ttttd  a  proper  perfoa  to  confer  with  him  refpeAing  the  different 
propofals  for  a  naval  armiflice,  it  is  unneceilary  to  add  any  thing 
nere  on  that  luhjed,  This  ilep  affords  a  new  proof  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  difpofitions  to  lend  himfelf  to  every  reafonable  facility  wlTich 
can  contribute  to  a  general,  pacification,  and  every  part  of  his  Ma- 
jddy's  conduct  will  be  found  conformable  to  thofe  difpofitions. 

Downing-fti;eet,  Sept.  25,  1800. 

(No.  37.)     NOTE. 

Downing-ftreet,  Sept.  24,  1800. 

LcM-d  Grenvqile  prefents  his  compliments  to  M.  Otto,  and  has 
the  hononr  to  acquaint  him*  that,  in  confequence  of  his  defire  for 
an  opportunity  of  converting  with  a  perfon  of  confidence  on  the 
part  of  this  government  rcfpefting  the  different  propofaK  which 
have  been  made  as  to  the  conditions  of  a  naval  drmifcice,  his  Ma« 
jefly  has  been  pleafed  to  give  authority  to  Mr.  Hammond  to  meet 
M.  Otto  for  that  purpofc. 

It  is  the  fincere  wim  of  his  Majefly's  government,  that  the  refult' 
of  their  converfation  on  this  fubje^  may  tend  to  facilitate  the  great 
work  of  a  general  pacification  on  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis. 

Lord  Grenvilie  requeds  M.  Otto  to  be  imiredof  his  hi^hcon- 
iideratioo. 

(No.  38.) 

'  To  Mr.  Hamniond. 

.     Downing  flneet,  Sept.  24,  1800. 
Sir, 

M.  Otto  having  been  empowered  by  the  French  government  to 
negotiate  a  convention  for  an  armiflice  between  this  country  and 
France,  with  a  view  to  negotiations  for  general  peace ;  and  having 
exprefled  an  earnelt  to  enter  into  verbal  explanations  on  this  fub- 
je6t  with  fome  |>tfrfon  properly  authorized  on  his  MajeftyVpart; 
the  King,  willing  to  omit  nothmg  which  can  contribute  to  the 
great  work  of  reftoring  folid  and  permanent  tranquillity  to  Eu- 
rope, has  been  pleafed  tp  make  choice  of  ^ou  ibr  the  purpoS^of 
meeting  M.  Otto,  and  of  receiving  from  him  fuch  verbal  commu- 
nications as  he  may  wifh  to  make  m  addition  to  what  has  already 
pafied  in  writing  refpe^ing  the  different  projets  propofed  on  either 
Ude  for  a  naval  armVftice. 

This  letter  will  point  to  you  the  reafons  which  induce  his  Majefljr 
to  confider  M.  Otto's  fccond  projet  as  unfatisfa6lory  in  all  the  ma-' 
terial  points  in  which  it  differs  from  the  counter-projet  prepared 
here  by  his  Majefly's  command. 

you  will  flatc  to  M.  Otto  his  MajJlly's  dccifion  ia  this  refpeft, 
c  9  ^and 
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and  you  will  tnttt  without  rcferve  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  cr<|tffHb 
on  which  it.  reds.  His  MajeAy  hag  ao  other  ohjeft  in  ▼ie«r  in  liii| 
tranfa&ion  tban  to  contribute  to  the  reHoration  of  general  peao«« 
He  is  not  unwiUing  for  this  purnofe  to  iacrifice  fomeprefent  adFUiT 
tage,  in  the  opinion  that  by  fo  aoing  he  conifuh?  the  permanent  i0« 
teieils.of  bis  people ;  but  he  can  neither  confentt  *^  the  ooening  of 
a  negotiation  for  peace,  to  place  himfeif  in  a  condition  of  inferiar 
ruy  to  bia  eneipies,  foch  as  the  reftilt  of  the  war  in  whi^  he  i» 
engaged  b^  no  means  warrants ;  nor  doe5  he  think  that  the  objeft 
of  peace  itfelf  would  be  prombtcd  or  arc eleratcd  by  rendering  the 
immediate  fituation  of  bis  enemies,  under  colour  of  an  a'rminice| 
fu,di  as  they  mieht  be  deiirotts  to  prolong,  rather  than  to  terminatQ 
it  by  any  admiluble  conditions  pf  peace 

.Mis  Majcfty  fees,  in  the  iaft  projeft  of  the  French  government, 
little  progrefs' towards  an  accommodation  ;  it  is  indeed  fhited  in 
M.  Otto's  letter  to  me  of  the«4(t  inft.  that  fatisfeAory  explanation^ 
are  there  given  on  the  two  moft  important  points  which  had  been 
ihfifted  on  by  his  Majefly. 

The  admrflion  of  his  Majefly's  allies  to  partake  in  the  fame  terms 
pfarmifiice  in  which  France  claims  to  incladc  her  alfiea,  i$  indeed 
no^  pnly  an  important,  bqt  an  indtfpepfable  condition  of  any  fuch 
agreement ;  but  there  can  be  no  ground  for  reprtfenttng  this  eqtta| 
and  necelTary  arrangement  a$  a  conceffion  on  the  part  of  France, 
rather  than  on  the  part  pf  his  Mojclfy.  And  vitb  refpeft  to  the 
other  point  flated  by  M.  Otto,  (that  which  relates  to  the  French 
ihips  of  war,)  the  offer  of  France  ftiJi  falfe  very  ihort  both  of 
the  King's  demand,  and  of  what  woufd  be  oecefiary  even  to  af^ 
fimilate  tne  naval  armiftice  to  ^hat  of  the  continent.  The  article 
in  its  prefent  (hape  is  therefore  fo  far  from  containing  anyfecility 
,  which  coiild  foftcn  or  remove  the  other  obf^acles  in  the  way  of  an 
amicable  concluiion  of  this  bufmefs,  that  it  muft  ilill  be  regarded 
ip  juflice  as  an  i^necjual  and  inadmiplibJe  claim  on  the  part  ^f  tho 
King^s  enetnies. 

.  On  other  points  of  no  Icls  importance,  the  new  projet  adheres 
to  the  former  demand,  and  even  in  one  indance  brings  forward  ^ 
freib  pretenfion  which  had  not  before  been  iiated. 
.  In  examining  in  detail  the  feveral  articles  of  the  propofed  con«» 
icention,  fomc  verbal  differences  bet\yeen  the  Englifti  rounter- 
projet  and  the  fccond  French  projet,  are  not  intended  to  be  here 
adverted  to. 

If  the  noore  important  points  of  the  negotiation  were  fatis^c- 
toi'ily  adjuiled,  it  would  be  neccffary  to  make  fome  lem^irksoii 
thefe,  and  poffibly  alfo  to  propofe,  for  the  fake  of  precilion,  a  fe(v 
verbafalterations  or  additions  to  the  original  articles :  but  none  of 
tbei^  appear  likelv  in  that  cafe  to  create  any  (ei  ious  difficulty. 

It  might  be  fufikient  to  include  under  this  refe(  ve  the  two  vari- 
ations  made  in  the  preamble  of  the  convention. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  more  f>iopej  for  you  to  (late  at  thi^  time 
Ac  following  obfcrvations  idpefting  ib.cm,  viz. 

I.  Tlut 
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«:  J.  Th\t  the  ntKatiOQ  of  the  rcfpcftivc  alHcsv'in  the  form  in. 
wbich  thofe  words  are  introduces)  into  the  Frencb  preamble,  feem$ 
to  imply  of  neceffity,  not  only  that  the  negotiations  (hall  (as  is  the 
K.tiig'g  intention)  be  carried  on  >yith  a  view  to  a  general  peace 
aione,  f^  as  to  iiKlude  in  the  final  adjuftment  all  the  allies  on  botfai 
fldetiy  but  alfo  that  thofe  allies  (hould  immediately  be  called  upoa 
to  take  part  by  tbeir  m  in  liters  in  the  propofed  negotiations :  a 
queftion  which  his  Majefty  conceives  may  more  conveniently  be 
referved  to  future  di^cuiSon,  inflead  of  being,  prejudged  by  the 
terms  of  any  fcparate  agreement  for  an  armiftice  between  Gieat 
Britain  and  ii^  ranee. 

•  2.  The  expref&ons  ufed  in  the  French  pvojct  refpe^ing  the  con- 
tinental armiilice  appear  unbecoming  towards  the  King's  allies^ 
,and  cannot,  tlicrefore  be  agrcetj  to  by  his  Majefty. 

3s  The  word  "  EquvvaUnt^**  as  there  inierted,  feems  to  afTume, 
as  the  bafis  of  the  naval  armiftice,  that  principle  of  full  compenfa* 
{ion  to  which  the  King  has  already  refufed  his  confent. 

Jt  fhould  in  like  AJanner  be  mentioned  by  you,  that,  in^tbe  fifft 
Article,  the  omilfion  of  the  words  '*  Fcrcej  y "  fecms  to  imply  a 
more  complete  fufpenfion  of  the  ftate  of  war  between  the  two 
powersi  than  accords  with  the  nature  of  an  anniiltce,  or  is  coiififteni^ 
with  the  conditions  (particularly  thofe  refpe^ing  the  tranfport 
of  naval  and  military  Aoresj  on  which  his  Majelty  judgra  it  ne- 
cefli«ry  for  him  to  infift. 

ii\  the  remaining  part  of  this  article  ve r)-  material  changes  art 
made  in  the  conditions  offered  by  his  Majcily.     Thefe  are, 
.   1.  '1  he  extending  the  tern)  of  notice  for  the  celTation  of  the  ar* 
piitHce,  from  foiirteen  days  to  one  montlu 

2.  The  requiring  that  this  notice  of  one  month  (hould  in  all  cafes 
be  given  only  in  confequence  of  orders  from  the  rcfpeAivc  govcro- 
jj:>ents,  and  by  the  commanding  officer  of  one  coqntr}'  to  the  com- 
niandine  officer  of  the  other>  in  the  diifcrcnt  parts  of  the  world  ro- 
fpcflivcly. 

3..  The  total  omiffion  of  the  clatife  by.whidi  the  continuance  o& 
the  naval  armi;fliLe  was  made  to  depend  on  that  of  the  continent. 

It  is  probable  that  the  two  firft  of^theife  alterations  are  prin<;i<- 
ally  propofed  in  the  (aroe  view  which  led  to  the  omiffion  of*thi% 
aft  claufe;  and  the  eifeA  of  the  whole  toiild  be,  that  if  the  ar. 
miftice  with  Auftria  fjiould  at  any  period  be  t^i-minnted  by  France, 
his  Majefty  would  ftill  for  fome  confiderabi*  time  be  reftraioea 
from  allifting  his  allies. 

1  he  bare  ftatement  of  fuch  a  condition  is  fnfficient  to  ftiew  that 
it  never  can  be  admitted  by  hi»  Majefty,  who  is  bound  by  the  fpirit 
of  his  engagements  to  afiift  his  ally  immediately  on  the  renewal  of 
hoftilities  ;  and  to  whom  no  other  inducement  i^zs  or  could  ba 
offefed  for  acceding  to  a  naval  armiftice,  except  that  of  preventing 
the  renewal  of  hoftilities  on  the  continent. 

Jhe  iaft  claufe  in  ^e  Englifli  article  mml  therefore  be  abfo* 

hitclf- 
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Ittteiv  infiiled  on,  and  no  variation  can  be  admitted  in  the  otllitpr 
parts  of  it  which  flinll  be  inconiifleat  with  the  objedi  of  that  ftipu* 
lation. 

The  term  of  fourteen  days  is^in  fa^  loftger  than  that  which  is 
fjTovided  in  either  of  the  two  con^Jentions  of  armiftice  m  Italy  and 
Germanr,  and  appears  fully  fufficient  for  the  jmrpofes  which  luch 
aproviiion  is  fairly  intended  to  anfwcr  ;  and  as  his  Majefty  enters 
into  any  iliptilation  for  naval  armiftice  in  the  iole  iiope  of  a  fpeedy 
conciution  of  the  intended  negotiations,  he  does  not  thing  proper 
tDbind  himfelf  for  fo  iong  a  period  as  a  month,  fhoukfhe  have 
the  mortification  of  finding  that  his  enemies  rcfufe  to  adopt  thof(? 
principles  of  negotiation  on  whom  alone  he  judges  that  permanent , 
tranquillity  can  be  reftored  to  £urope. 

The  French  government  has  in  all  its  communications  exprefled 
the  fame  hope  and  defire  for  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  peace>.'and  has 
ovch  profefled  an  anxiety  to  render  this  objeft  more  peculiarly  irt- 
t^relVing  to  his  I^ajefty.  There  can  therefore  be  no  reafoti  to  wifh 
on  either  fide  that  the  terra  of  notice  fliould  be  prolonged  fo  much 
beyond  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe. 

The  third  Article  of  the  countcr-projct  was  drawn  with  rcfc- 
vnce  to  the  correfponding  articles  in  the  preliminaries  of  peace  in 
1763  and  1783,  from  which  it  differs  only  by  the  exulicit  (utement 
of  that  which  is  underflood  to  have  been  the  eflablilned  pra6tice  of 
the  cour^ts  df  admiralty  on  both  fides  with  refpe^  to  fuch  fliips  of 
war  as  ibould  have  made  any  prizes  after  havmg  a^ually  received 
notice  of  the  cefTation  of  hoftilitires. 

The  addition  to  this  article  propofed  in  the  French  projet  is 
x)bje<5lionable  ; 

Firft,  Becaofe  there  feems  to  be  no  neceffity  for  explaining  the 
jgencral  eifedlb  of  a  ftipuiation  which  has  in  the  pra^icc  of  the  two 
Mil  negotiations  for  peace  been  fotind  fufficiently  di(lin6^,  and  has. 
fully  anfwered  the  purpofc  intended  by  it. 

Secondly ;  Becaufe  the  explanation  there  given  is  not  a  jufl  eon* 
dniion  from  the  premifes.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  by  the  efifeA  of 
this  Article  ihips  clearing  out  directly  from  Great  Britain  or  France 
might  imn^diately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  fail  in  fall 
fccurity,  becaufe  they  might  cany  out  with  them  notice  of  the  ai^- 
mill  ice  ;  but  tlie  fame  thing  would  not  be  true  of  fliips  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  as  thele  (under  the  exprefs  terms  of  this  article) 
oould  not  be  entitled  to  rcftitution  if  captured,  unle^  proof  were 
given  that  the  aAual  notice  of  the  armifiice  had  been  received  by 
their  captors,  or  unleTs  the  period  aifigned  by  this  aiticle  for  the 
part  of  the  world  where  the  capture  took  place  had  expiretl  before 
t4ie  a<^ual  capture.  ^ 

5.  The  exprelfion  of  navigating  freely  as  liefore  the  war' might 
Vc  conftrucd  to  extend  to  the  admiffion  of  (hips  of  one  countiy 
into  the  ports  of  the  other  refpe^lively ;  to  which,  for  obvious 
reafons,  thS  King  would  not  think  proper  to  agi*ee.  And  tliefe 
voi'di  are  beQdes  iuconflfleut  both  with  the  ftipulations  on  which 
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his  Majcfty  thinks  it  necelTary  to  infid  refpecling  the  tranfporKsf 
Koops  and  of  nava^l  and  milttaiy  ilores,  and  even  with  thofe  whick 
France  propofes  as  to  the  blockaded  places. 

The  fourtli  article  of  the  French  projet  dill  maintains  the  con- 
tradition  of  profcffiug  to  afiimilate  the  blockaded  places  to  tliofe 
ot  Germany,  and  of  applying  to  them  a^  the  fame  time  conditious 
which  are  the  very  reverfe  of  thoTe  adopted  in  the  Gertuan  armi« 
ftice. 

The  manner  in  which  that  armiAice  is  fpoken  of  in  this  articte 
affords  another  inftance  of  expreifions  unneceflarily  and  impro- 
perly ofFenfive  to  the  King's  allies. 

There  feems  no  reafon  for  ahering  this  paragraph  of  the  coun- 
ter projet,  which  is  perfe^iy  diftin^^  and  conveys  no  implicatioa 
injurious  to  either  pany. 

The  King  cannot  agree  that  10,000  rations  per  diem  (liall  be 
afTumed  as  the  confumption  of  Malta.  If  the  fa6t  be  fo,  it  will  ap<» 
pear  to  the  commiflanes  who  will  be  named  for  that  purpofe*  iii 
conformity  to  thofe  ftipulalions  of  the  German  armiftice  to  whid^ 
France  profefTes  the  intention  of  aiCmilating  this  article. 

But  a  ftill  more  material  objedion  arifes  to  the  propofal  refpe^- 
ing  Egypt. 

If  the  fituatton  of  the  French  army  in  that  country  were  to  bc^ 
come  matter  of  difcuffion  between  the  two  governmentSy  his  Ma* 
jefty  and  his  allies  have  a  right,  on  every  principle  of  good  lakh 
as  pra^'ied  been  civilized  nations,  to  require  that  ttie  French  (hoald 
evacuate  E^pt  on  the  terms  ilipuhted  in  the  convention  of  £1 
Ariih;  thofe  flipnbtions  having  been  ratified  both  by  the Tuikilk ' 
^vernment  and  by  the  French  commanding  officer ;  and  his  Ma-, 
jefty  having  alfo  inilruded  his  admiral  commanding  in  thofe  (eas 
to  accede  to  them  as  foon  as  they  were  known  here.  This  de* 
mand  would  be  made  with  the  more  reafon,  becaufe  even  fub* 
fequent  to  the  recommencement  ot  hoRilities  in  Egypt,  (under 
circumfbnces  to  which  his  Majefiy  forbears  to  advert, )  an  official 
engagement  was  entered  into  by  General  Kleber  in  his  letter  to 
the  Kaimakan,  dated  the  10th  April  1800,  by  which  that  gene- 
ral, then  command rng  in  chief  the  French  army  in  Egypt,  and 
confequently  poflcliing  full  powers  to  bind  his  government  in  thit 
refpe^  formally  undertook  that  the  convention  of  £1  Arifli 
ihould  be  executed  fo  foon  as  the  King's  acquiefcence  in  it  ihould* 
be  notified  to  hitn! 

But  when,  inflead  of  perfornoing  this  engagement,  the  French 
government,  under  a  pretence  of  aifimilating  Egypt  to  the  block- 
aded places  of  Germany,  requires  that  fix  frigates  iliall  carry  thi- 
ther, without  moleibition  or  fearch,  and  even  under  the  open  pro- 
tedion  of  a  Britiili  officer,  whatever  artidea  the  French  garriibns 
there  may  be  mod  in  need  of,  it  is  natural  to  a^  by  what  at^ticle 
in  the  German  armiilice  Ulm  or  Ingolfladt  are  to  receive  in  co« 
vered  waggons  as  many  troops,  as  much  provifions,  and  as  great  a 
quantity  of  evejr;r  fpeue«>  af  arms^  amcauaitioa  and  fioces  as  might 
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conveyed  to  Egypt  in  fix  French  frigates  ?  And  this  compsff- 
ion  IS  &\U  more  ilriking,  when  it  is  confidered  that  by  the  German 
armiftice  the  blockaded  places  arc  expre6iy  reftrained  from  re- 
ceiving, during  the  armiftice^  any  thing  which  can  fupply  addi- 
tional means  of  defence:  and  on  the  other  baiid^  that  the  propofals 
for  the  evacuation  of  Ejp'pt  originated  on  the  part  of  the  French 
themfelves,  who  now  delire  to  avail  themieives  of  t!ic  benefit  of  an 
armiilice  to  ftrengthen  that  very  potitlon  which  by  ah  agreement 
made  in  confcauence  of  their  own  requefl,  they  have  adualiy  en- 
gaged to  abandon. 

This  part  of  the  French  article  is  therefoie  wholly  ina<^roiffihle; 
it  contains  a  prerenfion  unjuft  in  itielf»  injurious  to  his  Majcdy  V 
Intereft,  and  repugnant  both. to  the  general  principle  of  ,the  nego- 
tiation, and  to  that  which  ia  fpecified  in  the  <^ery  bieginning  of  the 
article  itfelf :  aud  ft  implies  a  breach  of  faith  on  his  majefiy*$  part 
towards  an  ally  to  whom  he  is  bound  by  a  foleinn  treaty. 

Befide^all  thefe  coniiderations,  bfs  Majefty  has  no  po^tr  to  r^* 
4Arain,  by  fuch  an  engagement  as  is  here  pro|X)fed»  the  Aiips  of  tha 
Ottoman  Porte  from  refifting  the  admiiOon  of  this  fuppk  into 
Egypt,  nn\c(n  his  ally  had  acceded  to  the  amiiftice,  wnicii  if  it 
be  concluded  on  fuch  terms  as  thefe,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to 
expert.  • 

The  manner  in  which  this  particular  fubje6l  of  Egypt  is  ipoken 
of  both  in  the  projet  and  in  M.  Otto's  note  of  the  Ib'th  inftant, 
makes  it  neccffary  that  you  (liould  diftindtly  declare  that  the  offer 
which  ^iras  contained  in  the  counter-projet  goes  m  this  refpeft  to 
the  very  utmoil  extent  that  his  Maje(ty*t  regard  for  the  intercfts  of 
ikis  fubjcds  can  admit  of.  And  his  M ajeity  \b  confident  that  Do 
vant  of  conciliation  can  juiUy  be  imputed  to  him  on  account  of 
his  having  at  once  brought  forward  explicitly  and  without  referve 
the  whole  of  thofe  concdiions  which  it  appeared  poffible  for  himr 
to  make. 

This  obfervation  applies  equally  to  the  remaining  articles  of  the 
projet. 

In  the  fifth  article  his  Majeity  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  tnfift  that 
the  freedom  of  navigation  there  flipulated  for  6a  the  pait  of  bia 
enemies  ihall  not  be  extended  to  the  tranfport  of  troops  or  of 
naval  and  military  ilores.  The  juilice  of  tnis  exception  and  it^ 
neceffity  are  too  obvious  to  require  any  farther  explanations  in 
addition  to  thofe  contained  in  the  official  notes ;  and  tt  follows  as  a 
confequence  of  this  principle,  as  well  as  from  the  nature  ef  the' 
fubjea  itfelf,  that  the  reftri^lion  as  to  the  failing  of  fliips  of  war 
would  be  wholly  illufory,  were  it,  as  now  propofed,  confined  tor 
lliips  of  the  line  only. 

It  would  indeed,  neither  be  tndiflFerent  in  praAice  nor  juft  inr 
principle,  that  France  (hould  be  enabled  during  the  armiihoe  to' 
change  the  Nations  of  all  her  frigates ;  but  when  it  is  confidered 
faow  much  it  is  the  ufage  of  the  French  marine  to  employ  thofe 
veflels  for  the  tranfport  of  troops  and  military  ftpres,  the  two  parts^ 
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«r  tins  article  become  fo  blended  with  each  other  that  they  cannot 
befeparatcd  ;  afid  his  Majefty  cannot  depart  from  ,thc  latter  with* 
t)Ut  equally  abandoning  the  foi  mer. 

The  naval  fupply  of  the  anicles  which  are  here  i|i  queftion,  is 
indeed  dated  in  one  of  M.  Otto's  notes  to  be  a  point  t)f  Imall  mo- 
ment in  France.  If  it  be  fo,  Are  can  ^ith  tefs  reafon  infill  on  a 
point  which  can  in  ih\s  cafe  oply  be  infifled  on  with  a  view  toeffeft 
tliofe  genf^ral  interefts  of  Great  Britain. 

The  fixth  article  contains  a- new  demand  0«i  tliepart  of  Finance, 
fiiperadJed  to  all  the  pretenfions  advanced  in  berfirft  prpjeA.  H 
reds  on  no  juft  or  equitaWe  principle.;  for  while  Franre.would  rc- 
ftrnin  his  Maje'^y  fty>m  fti  enj^thentng  by  the  addition  of  more  troops 
the  forces  or*  his  allies  mi  Italy,  (lie  referves  Ihe  power  of  augment- 
ing her  own  armies  th<*re,  or  of  iiffifting  her  allies  dfewher^,  pre* 
cilely  as  it  may  fuit  her  future  plans  of  operations. 

The  French  government  now  p(i(Ieflei,  de  fa^o,  no  means  t<> 
prevent  the  tranfport  of  his  Majefty'is  troops  by  fea  ;  and  it  is  noi 
reafonable  thai  it  fliould  acquire  the  right  of  doing  fo  by  the  term 
of  an  armiftice  which  conveys  to  his  Majefty  no  fi^fh  means  of  im* 
peding  the  future  operations  of  his  enemies  beyond  thofe  which  arc 
already  in  his  power,  but  which  even  concedes  lo  them  condderable 
advantages  of  which  they  are  not  now  in  polfeffion. 

It  remains  only  to  fpeak  of  the  alterations  made  in  that  article 
which  regards  the  allies  on  both  fides.  •   • 

His  Majefty's  obje<f\ions  to  the. form,  propofcd  on  the  •part  of 
France  for  this  article  were  detailed  in  my  s^ufwer  to  the  ^ft 
proje6l. 

If  France  cbnfiders  her  allies  in  the  light  of  independent -powers, 
and  is  in  the  future  negotiations  to  treat  on  that  footing  relpcding 
her  own  interefts  and  theirs,  it  is  neceflfary  that  this  principle  ftould 
equally  be  adhered  to  in  the  preliminary  arrangements  which  pre- 
cede the  negotiation.  It  has  not  api>eared  to  Mis  Majefty  by  the 
communication  of  any  regular  pv  official  aft,  that  the  French  go- 
vernment has  any  authority  to  treat  in  this  refpeft  for  Spain  or 
Holland,  His  Majel^i,  on  his  fide,  has  received  no  fuch  aurho* 
rity  from  his  allies;  and  it  would  be  inconfiftcnt  with  good. faith 
were  he,  without  fuch  authority,  to  engage  in  their  name  for  an 
armidice  with  France  in  aliy  Other  form  than  that  which  is  ufuai 
in  fuch  cafes  ;  namely,  that  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  accede  to  the 
convention  if  they  think  fit.  In  that  form  his  Majefty  is  ready 
to  admit  the  article  as  with  refpeft  to  the  allies  of  Fraoce,  and  in 
that  form  only  can  he  agree  to  include  his  own  allies  in  this  en- 
gagement. 

if  the  article  were  concluded  in  the  terms  now  propofi^d  by 
France,  his  Majeily  would  be  bound  by  the  obligations  of  good 
faith  to  obferve  the  armiftice  towards  Spain  and  Holland,  while 
on  the  other  hand  he  could  have  no  reciprocal  claim  on  thofe 
powers,  grounded  either  in  jufticeor  in  the  law  or  practice  of  n«- 
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tions.  Nor  could  he  require  the  rcftitution  even  of  a  fingle  mer- 
chant velTel  captured  by  a  Spanifh  or  DutchTihip  of  war. 

Thofe  powers,  if  regarded  by  France  as  independent,  bannot  be 
bound  by  her  a£l ;  and  ixiud  be  admitted  as  contraAing  parties  ac- 
.ceding  by  a  regular  diplomatic  tranfadtion  to  the  terms  of  the 
armiiUce,  before  they  can  be  confidered  as  under  any  bbligation 
to  fulfil  thofe  terms. 

Thefe  confiderations  are  indeed  do  obvious,  that  it  is  not  eafy 
to  imagine  in  what  view  the  French  government  has  propofed  to 
alter  the  article  from  the  form  in  which  his  Majefty  had  offered  to 
confent  to  it.    - 

I  have  now  only  to  add,  that  (hould  the  armiftice  be  conchided, 
his  Majefty  would  think  it  neceffary,  for  the  purpofe  of  accelerat- 
ing the  negotiation,  (an  obje£l  of  which  the  French  government 
has  declared  itfelf  to  be  alfo  very  defirous,}  to  limit  a  period  for 
Its  continuance  beyond  which  it  would  not  be  his  Majelly's  inten- 
tion, nor  would  it  be  confiilent  with  the  eflential  intereils  of  his 
dominions  to  extend  it. 

The  power  of  doing  this  will  be  referved  to  either  partv  by  the 
terms  of  the  convention.  Nor  does  this  power  refult  only  from  the 
articles  as  here  propofed :  it  is  equally  referved  to  both  parties  by 
the  effeft  of  the  prefent  French  projet ;  and  there  is,  therefore,  no 
necelEty  for  fpecifying  in  the  convention  itfelf  either  his  Maje%*s 
intention  in  this  refpedt,  or  (ftill  lefs)  the  prectfe  period  of  fuch 
limitation. 

But  it  may  appear  on  his  Majefly's  part  more  confiflent  with  that 
opennefs  which  his  Majefty  b  defirous  to  obferve  in  this  whole 
tranfadtion,  that  you  Ihould  cxprels  this  intention  to  M.  Otto  in 
this  ftage  of  the  buiincfs,  referving  to  a  fubfcquent  period  the  for- 
mal notification  to  be  duly  made  in 'his  Majefty's  name,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  of  the  convention. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  communicate  to  M.  Otto  in  the  courfe  of 
your  difcuf&ona  the  whole  or  any  part  of  this  letter,  and  to  allow 
him  to  take  either  a  copy  or  fuch  extra^fts  from  it  as  he  may  wilh. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 
Mr.  Hammond. 

(No.  39.) 

Downing-ftrcct,  Sept.  2^,  1900. 
My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordlhip  that,  in  obedience 
to  his  Majefly's  commands  (igniiied  to  me  in  vour  lordfliip's  letter 
of  ycllcrday,  I  have  this  morning  had  a  conference  with  M.  Otto 
on  the  fubje6l  of  the  propofed  armiflice  between  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

Having  fo^gcfted  to  M.  Otto  whether  it  might  not  tend  to  faci- 
litate the  difcuflion,  that  wc  Ibould  read  over  the  counter-projct 
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tMnfmitted  by  your  lordihip  to  him  oh  the  7th  oF  this  npnth, 
and  the  projet  delivered  by  him  on  the  21ft  in  anfwer  to  it ;  and^ 
that  I  ihould  ftate  to  him,  from  the  inftruftions  which  I  had  re- 
ceived from  your  lordfhlp,  the  objections  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  government  to  the  fcveral  articles  of  that  projet ;  and  M. 
Otto  having  acquiefced  in  this  fuggeftion,  we  purfued  regularly  this 
courfe  of  proceeding. 

As  it  does  not  appear  necefTary  that  I  (hould  enter  into  any  detail 

of  the  converfation  which  took, place  between  us  on  thofe  parts  of 

the  projet  which  M,  Otto  conceived  that  the  French  government 

would  relinquifli,  it  will  be  fufficient  for  me  to  obferve  on  this  part 

.  of  the  fubje^, 

1ft,  That  M .  Otto  conceived  that  the  French  government  would, 
in  forming  a  regular  convention  for  an  armiftice,  have  no  objection 
to  adopting  the  preamble  in  the  counter-piojct  inftcad  of  that  which'' 
was  propolcd  in  the  French  projet. 

2dly,  That  concurring  in  the  opinion  that  the  phrafe  in  the  4th 
Article,  *'  Appellee  a  jwir  eiu  benefice  de  Varnhjiice  continental^^ 
might  be  (for  the  fame  reafons  which  applied  to  particular  paflages 
of  the  preamble)  liable  to  a  conftrudtion  offenfive  to  his  Majefty's 
allies*  he  doubted  not  that  the  French  government  would  confent  to 
omit  thatphrafe  in  the  4th  Article. 

3dly^  That  he  doubted  not  that  the  French  government  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  omit  the  concluding  claufe  of  th& 
3d  Article,  from  the  words  **</'<«  il  refultet^  to  the  end. 
'  With  rcijped  to  the  claufe  in  the  1ft  Article  of  the  countcr-pt*ojet, 
by  which  the  duration  of  the  naval  armiftice  is  made  to  depend  on 
the  continuance  of  the  continental  armiftice,  M  Otto  conceived 
that,  by  aJlo^ing  the  officers  commanding  the  Briti(h  forces  to  re-^ 
commence  hoftilities  as^foon  as  the  ceflation  of  the  continental  ar- 
miftice ftiould  be  iignificd  to  them,  too  great  a  latitude  ^?^%  left  to 
their  difcretion  ;  and  that  it  therefore  feemed  moft  advisable  that, 
in  that  event,  the  ceflation  of  the  naval  armiftice  ftiould  be  figniiieci 
from  government  to  government,  as  would  be  the  cafe  whenever, 
for  any  reafon,  either  Great  Britain  or  France  mi^ht  think  it  for 
their  intereft  that  the  naval  armiftice  ftiould  ceafe.  But  upon  m\r 
reprefentation  of  the  advantages  Which  France,  on  the  one  hancl^ 
would  derive  from  her  local  polition  and  the  facility  of  collecting  its 
'forces  on  any  point  which  it  might  determine  to  attack,  and  the 
delay,  on  the  other,  which  would  neceflarily  occur  in  the  receipt  of 
the  intelligence  in  England  of  the  rupture  of  the  armiftice  in  any 
diftant  part  of  the  territory  of  her  allies,  M.  Otto  agreed  to  refer 
this  fubje6i  to  future  confideration. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  4th  and  5th  Articles  ;  on  which  M. 
Otto  remarked,  that  they  contained  the  only  points  to  which  his 
government  attached  much  importance ;  and,  fuch  were  his/enti- 
ments  rcfpedling  them,  that  he  conceived  that  it  would  not  confent 
to  anv  armiftice  of  which  thev  did  not  form  a  part.     With  refpeft 
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to  the  calculation  of  the  proviiions  for-Malta  at  the  rate  of  20,000 
rations  per  diem,  M.  Otto  did  not  fpecify  any  data  on  which  that 
calculation  was  founded,  but  remarked  briefly,  thai  the  quantity  of 
rations  was  not  to  be  ^exaftly  apportioned  to  the  precile  rtturn  of 
the  garrifon,  but  that  a  cei*tain  number  ofjations,  in  proportion  to 
their  refpeftive  lanks,  was  to  be  allowed  to  the  genet  al  and  it:ff 
officers :  and  that  although  a  coniiderable  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants had  been  fent  fix>iii  the  forts  ocaipicd  by  the  Frencli  troops, 
tliere  ftill  remained  many  for  whole  Wants  provifion  was  to  be  made. 
He  was  however  of  opinion  that  there  might  not  be  much  thiliculty  ' 
in  arranging  this  point  in  the  manner  propoftd  in  the  counter- 
projet,  founded  on  the  ftipulations  iu  the  German  aimiftice  relative 
to  Ulm  and  IngoUladt. 

On  the  fubjeft  of  that  part  of  the  fourth  Article  of  tne  French 
projet,  which  requires  that  fix  frigates  flioukl  be  nllowed  to  Hul 
#rom  Toulon  for  Egypt,  and  be  exempted  from  fearch,  M.  Ott«^ 
read  to  me  part  of  a  difpatch  from  M.  TalJcyrand,  evpreffive  of  the 
intereft  which  the  whole 'French  nation  rakts  in  that  pnrt  of  the 
army  now  in  Egypt,  and  afUgning  thedefire  of  contributing  to  the 
comfort  and  fecurily  of  that  army  as  the  principal  induccnK*nt 
to  the  concKifion  of  the  armiftice  on  the  part  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. M.  Otto  added,  that  he  would  not  conceal  from  roc 
that  the  reinforcement  which  France  intended  to  fend  to  Egypt 
amounted  to  1200  men,  and  thaj  the  fupply  of  military  ftorcs  con- 
fitted  chiefly  of  10,000  muflcets.  The  Janguai;e  of  M.  Otto  iiv 
this  part  of  our  conyerfation,  and  of  M.  Talleyrand's  letter,  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  fo  decifive  and  peremptory,  that  I  was  induced' 
to  iuquire  of  him  diftin6lly,  whether  I  was  to  underftaml  that  thi» 
ilipuiation  was  a  point  from  which  the  French  government  woulci 
not  recede  ?  'M.  Otto  replied,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  French  go* 
vernment  would  not  recede  from  it. 

On  my  adverting  to  the  variation  in  the  6th  Article  between  the 
oounter-projet  and  the  French  projet,  by  which  the  latter  ftipulates. 
that  the  French  frigates  and  fmall^r  fliips  of  war  fhould  be  allowed 
freely  to  fail  from  and  return  to  the  ports  of  France  which  have 
hitherto  been  in  a  ftate  of  blockade,  M.  Otto  remarked,vtbat  the 
motive  which  induced  the  French  government  to  inftft  on  tim 
cbufe  was  the  dcfire  of  opening  a  fecure  mode  of  communication 
between  France  and  her  diltant  poflefiions.  To  this  infiBuation'I 
replied,  that  if  fu<:h  was  the  fole  obje<5V  which  France  had  in  view^ 
it  might  be  as  eifcdVually  attained  by  employment  of  unarmed  vcfl'els 
fts  of  Ihips  of  war.  M.  Otto  did  not  qppear  defirous  of  urging  thia. 
point  much  farther,  but  concluded  this  part  of  the  conversation  by 
exprefSng  bis  conviction,  that  the  French  government  would  infift 
upon  this  point,  and  conlidered  itfelf  as  having  gone  to  the  ut- 
moft  extent  of  facrifice  which  could  with  juflice  be  required  from 
k,  in'  contating  that   the  fbips  of  the  line  lliould  not  alter  their 
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pofition.  With  refpe6l  to  that  part  of  the  coiinter-projct  which 
reftrains  the  conveyance  by  fea  of  naval  and  military  ftorcs»  M, 
Otto  is  of  opinion  that  the  French  government  would  agree  to  that 
rcftriiflion.  ,  ^ 

The  6th  Article  in  the  French  projet,  although  entirely  new, 
was  not  confidercd,  by  M.  Otto  as  likely  to  be  infjfted  upon  by 
his  government ;  but  he  declined  giving  any  pofitive  opinion  to 
that  effecl,  until  he-had  had  farther  time  for  the  cbnfidt ration  of 
its  tendency. 

M.Otto*«  principal  objeAion  to  the  form  in  which  the  Article 
marked  6"  in  the  counter- projet  is  worded,  was  founded  on  an  opi- 
nion, that  unlefs  Great  Britain  and  France  a  (Turned  the  right  of 
including  their  rcfpeftive  allies  in  the  naval  armiflice,  without 
waiting  tor  their-exprefs  concurrence  in  it,  much  delay  would  ne- 
Gcflarily  arife,  and  the  two  powers  (Great  Britain  and  France )- 
might  be  involved  in  frefli  hollilitie^  in  confequence  of  either  of 
riiem  deeming  it  expedient  to  attack  the  allies  of  the  other.  He 
afterwards  intimated  a  perfuafion,  that  tlie  article  might  be  amended 
by  iiiferting  a  ciaufe  which  fliould  Rk  a  fpecific  period  in  which  thty 
allies  of  Great  Britain  or  France  fliould  fignify  their  acceffion  to 
or  dilTent  from  the  naval  armiflice. 

"Towards  the  dofe  of  our  converfation,  M.  Otto  acquainted  me 
^at  he  would  ftate  to  me  in  wnting  the  objeftlohs  to  the  counter- 
projet  which  he  had  received  from  your  lordfliip,  and  his  obferva- 
tions  on  the  objeftions  tliat  had  been  made  by  me  to  the  projet 
which  he  had  delivered. 

I  have  now  ertdeavoured  to  give  your  lordibip  a  faithful  account 
of  the  fubftance  of  my  conference  with  M.  Otto.  The  very  ample 
mftrudlions  with  which  I  was  provided,  and  which  (as  I  have 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter)  I  read  to  Mr.  Otto, 
precluded  fne  from  adding  many  obfervations ;  and  as  I  have 
promifed  to  communicate  to  that  gentleman  extrads  of  fuch  part 
©f  my  inftmc^ioiis  as  relate  to  the  4th  and  oih  Articles,  the  two 
cflential  fubjech  of  difference  between  us,  he  will  have  the  means 
of  retracing  in  his  recolledlion  the  precife  grounds  of  the  ob^ 
jeAions  to  hispropofal  which  have  occurred  to  bfs  Majefty's  go- 
vernment. * 

Before  1  conclude  this  letter,  I  cannot  avoid  mentioning,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  our  converfation,  M.  Otto  threw  out  the  mod 
pointed  afTertions  of  the  determination  ol  Fi  :»nce,  in  the  event  of 
the  naval  armiflice  not  being  concluded,  to  pnrfue  the  couifeof 
her  vi^orirs  in  Germany  and  Italy,  and  of  the  facilities  that 
the  conqucll  of  Naples  and  Sicilv  (events  which  he  regaided  as 
fpeedy  and  inevitable)  would  afford  to  the  French  government: 
of  obtaining  by  force  thofe  objecfls  relative  to  Egypt  and  Malta 
which  it  had  expe^ed  to  acquire  through  the  naval  armiflice.  Of 
tliefe  allertions,  though  frequently  repeated,  I  judgtd  it  proper  to 
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.  take  no  notice,  but  to  recall  his  attention  to  the  fubjcft  immediate!/ 
under  difcuffion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GEO.  HAMMOxVD. 
JRight  Hon.  Lord  Grenville. 

(No.  40.) 

Hereford- ftrcct,  4  Vendemiaire,  year  9. 
(Sept.  2G,  1800.)' 
Sfr, 

I  lofc  no  time  in  fending  you  the  fubftance  of  the  obfervations 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  making  to  you  upon  the  principal 
conteded  points ;  I  moft  fincerely  wifli  that  your  miniltiy  may 
think  them  fatisfa^^ory.  1  beg  of  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to  have 
the  goodnefs  to  add  rets  to  me,  as  was  agreed  on  between  us,  a  copy 
^  the  realbnings  to  which  thefe  obfervacions  ace  in  anfwer. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

(Signed)         OTTO. 
Mr.  Hammond. 

(No.  41.)  .  • 

Citizen  Otto  having  obferved,  in  the  remarks  made  to  hia  by 
Mr.  Hammond,  three  points  only  which  appear  to  him  to  be 
reaJly  of  a  nature  to  retard  the  conclniion  of  the  propofed  armi* 
ilice,  referved  them  for  future  coufideration,  and  an  anfwer  ia 
writing. 

After  having  maturely  refle^ed  upon  the  obje^  of  the  maritime 
truce,  upon  the  atflual  pofition  of  France  and  of  her  enemies,  upon 
the  influence  which  this  ne^tiation  mull  have  with  regard  to  a 
general  pacification,  he  feels  it  his  duty  to  make  the  following  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  difputed  points  : 

I.  The  4th  Article  in  granting  10,000  rations  per  diem  to  the 
carrifon  of  Malta,  has  not  only  in  view  the  effedive  troops  of  the 
Republic,  but  all  the  perfons  attached  to  the  nrrifon,  and  evea 
the  inhabitants  of  theplace.  ,  The  citizen  Otto  does  not  tfiink  that 
it  is  poiDble  to  diminifli  that  quantity ;  neverthelefs,  in  order  to 
remove,  as  much  as  polTiblc,  the  objedtion  which  has  been  dated  to 
him,  and  to  accommodate  himfelf  as  much  as  poilible  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  fubjed  is  viewed  by  the  Englifli  government^ 
he  confents  to  limit  the  eftimate  to  the  firft  month,  a  period  necef* 
fary  to  afford  to  the  refpedive  commxiTaries  the  means  of  agreeing 
upon  the  amount  which  may  be  oeceflary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
garrifon  of  the  place. 

The  fixond  point  cont^ued  in  the  4ch  Article^,  rcfpeding  the 
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liberty  of  difpatchrng  fix  frigates  to  Egypt,  appears  to  have  given 
llill  more  uneafinefs  than  the  preceding  one,  and  has  given  rife  to 
a  more  animated  difculfion.  Upon  this  fubje6l:  citizen  Otto  cannot 
avoid  a^ain  remarking,  that,  if  the  French  government  propofed 
to  aflimdate  the  places  in  Eg.vpt  to  thofe  of  Ulm  and  Ingolftadt* 
it  could  only  do  fo,  and  has  in  truth  only  done  fo,  from  the  ana- 
logy that  there  is  between  thefe  places  with  refpeA  to  the  blockade  ; 
for,  in  every  other  refpe^,  the  compaVifon  is  inexact ;  in  fa6>» 
nobody  is' ignorant  that  the  places  of  Egypt  are  not,  li^e  Ulm  and 
Ingoldadt,  in  want  pf  being  i;/<9i<«//f//,  lince  they  cannot  be  pre- 
vented from  drawing  from  the  furrounding  countries  all  the  fub- 
fiftcnce  they  require  ;  that,  belides,  thofe  places  are  not  blockaded 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  probable  that  they  (hould  ^11  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemies.  By  that  comparifon  therefore  it  could 
only  be  meant  that  there  Haould  be  granted  to  the  places  blockaded 
by  thp  forces  of  the  enemies,  advantages  analogous  to  thofe  which 
have  been  granted  to  the  places  in  Germany,  which  advantages  can 
only  be  afcertained  by  the  fpecial  (lipulations  of  the  conventioa 
which  it  is  propofed  to  conclude.  The  free  paiTage  of  fix  frigates 
cannot  add  any  conftijkrable  ftrength  to  the  army  of  Egj^pt ;  it  will 
only  ftrve  to  jwovc  to  that  army  that  the  French  government  takes 
an  intcrcft  in  its  fate,  until  it  fliall  be  definitively  ftttled  by  a  treaty 
of  peace.  In  reviewing  the  circumfiances  which  have  followed  the 
capitulation  figned  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  citizen  Otto  cannot  per^ 
ccive  the, impropriety  of  fuch  an  arrangement,  relatively  to  the 
Porte,  and  he  fees  with  regret  that  the  obfervations  made  to  him 
by  Mr.  Hammond,  do  noc  offer  any  adequate  motive  for  rctin* 
qaifiiing  that  demand :  the  acquiefcence  in  which  can  alone  eftablifii 
any  kind  of  analog}*  between  the  places  of  Eg\*pt  and  thofe  of  Ulm 
and  Ingolftadt. 

2.  The  fifth  Article  of  the  new  projet  differs  in  feveral  refpe6ls 
from  that  of  the  counter-projet  of  the  Britiih  minirtry ;  but  it  dif- 
fers much  more  ftill  from  the  firft  projet  which  citizen  Otto 
had  the  honour  of  prefenting,  inafmuch  as  it  adnvts  that  no 
fliip  of  I  lie  line  now  at  anchor  in  the  ports  of  Brefl:  or  Touloa 
lliail  go  out  thereof  during  the  continuance  of  the  armiflicc. 
The  French  government  is  of  opinion  that  this  conceffion,  and 
more  efpecially  in  the  prefent  feaK>n,  goes  as  far  as  it  can  go,  and 
that  by  admitting  that  no  armed  veflTel  ftiould  go  out  of  the  faid 
ports,  they  would  leave  thofe  ports  in  the  fame  Itate  in  which  they 
are  at  prelent ;  indeed  in  a  ftatc  even  lefs  favourable,  fince  the  time 
is  perhaps  not  far  off  when  the  Britifh  forces  will  not  prevent  thofe 
'  veiTcls  Irom  going  out.  All  that  citizen  Otto  can  concede,  with 
regard  tp  this  article,  is,  that  no  naval  llores  fliall  be  imported  by 
Tea  into  the  ports  of  Toulon  and  Breft  ;  but  he  muft  infill  upon  the 
ivce  egrefs  or  frigates  and  floops.  If  this  conceffion  gives  to  France 
the  advantage  ot  an  effe<flual  communication  with  her  colonies,  it 
is  an  equivalent  to  that  derived  from. this  armiflice  to  the  com- 
merce 
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merce  of  Englandd  ;  which,  under  the  pfote^ion  of  this  conven- 
tion, can  extend  itfeif  to  all  parts  of  the  woild,  without  being  mo* 
leiled  by  the  French  privateers. 

That,  belidea,  if  a  reference  Were  made  to  the  comparifon  be- 
tween the  rontiuenral  anniftice  and  the  maritime  truce,  that  com^ 
pnrifon  would  be  found  to  be  entirely  to  the  difadvantageof  France. 
Upon  the  continent,  the  French  and  Aiiftrian  armies  reciprocally 
enjoy  the  fame  liberty  of  taking,  within  the  line  of  demarcatir.n, 
thofe  poiitions  which  appear  n»oft  advantageous  to  them  :  by  the 
maritime  anniftice,  on  the  contrary,  England  preferves  alone  the 
right  of  difpofing  of  htr  fquadrons,  whilft  the  French  fliips  of  the 
4ine  temain  in  their  ports,  and  cannot  enter  into  any  hoftile  Com- 
bination ag.iinft  Great  Britain. 

3.  The  fiKth  article  of  the  new  pi'ojet  rcfpei^tug  the  Englifli 
troops  Avhich  may  be  allowed  to  land  in  Italy,  has  l>ten  confidcrcd 
as  a  new  pretcnfion  on  the  part  of  France,  fince  flic  had  made  no 
mention  of  it  in  her  firll  projet;  but  this  pretcnfion  (if  it  can  be 
called  fo;  is  only  the  natural  confequencc  of  a  conceflion  alike 
new,  made  by  Fracce,  in  otfering  to  include  in  the  arm i (lice  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain. — It  would  indeed  *l)e  impoffible  to  allow 
the  King  of  Naples  to  enjoy  the  advantages  from  this  truce,  and  to 
leave  himalfo  the  power  of  reinforcing  and  of  preparing  frefli  means 
of  attack  againft  the  Republic. 

CitizenOtto  confines  himfclf  to  thefe  obfervations,  which  he 
deems  of  importance.  Other  objc^ions  which  have  been  made, 
and  which  in  great  meafure  relate  to  the  form  of  drawing  up  the 
propofed  convention,  might  be  eafily  obviated. 

(No.  42.)     NOTE. 

Downing-ftrect,  Sept.  26,  1800. 

Mr.  Hammond  is  directed  to  acquaint  M.  Otto  that  the  obfer- 
vations contained  jii  his  note  this  day,  received  by  Mr.  Hammond, 
have  been  laid  before  his  Majefty's  government. 

The  King's  fervants  regret  that  M.  Otto's  inftrudions  are  not 
Efficiently  extenfive  to  enable  him  to  fui  nifli  the  means  of  accom- 
modation on  thofe  points  which  prevent  the  conciufion  of  a  naval 
armiftice. 

The  only  objeA  which  his  Majefty  has  had  in  view  in  this  dif» 
cuffion  has  been  repeatedly  ihtcd,  as  well  ns  thofe  confi derations 
which  appear  to  him  neceflarily  to  limit  the  oitcnt  of  the  concef- 
(ions  which  it  is  poffible  for  him  to  make  in  this  refped. 

It  is  not  conceived  that  any  advantage  can  arife  from  a  new  fUte- 
ment  of  the  fame  topics,  efpecially  as  it  is  not  doubted  that  M. 
Otto  in  his  I'eport  of  the  different  arguments  dated  by  Mr.  Ham- 
mond in  their  conference,  will  bring  them  in  the  fullefl  manner 
under  the  confideration  of  his  goverament.     In  offering  tliefe 
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ecnceflions,  his  Majefty  has  given  a  ftrong  proof  of  his  willing- 
nefs  to  make  a  conifiderable  lacrifice  of  the  particular  intercftB  of 
this  country  in  order  lo  facilitate  thofe  negotiations  for  general 
peace  in  which  he  has  exprfled  his  readinefs  to  concur.  He  QWl 
perfeveres  in  the  fame  difpoHtions,  and  will  be  wil|jng  to  join  in 
any  proper  fleps  to  be  taken  fqr  that  purpofe. 

]W,  Ottq. 

(No.  4S.) 

Hpreford-ftrcct,   6  Vcndemiaire,  An  9 

(Sept.  23,  1800.) 
SIR, 

1  have  received  the  note,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  ad-  ' 
drefs  to  me  on  the  26chy  and  I  |oil  nq  time  in  forwarding  the  con- 
tents to  my  govei'nment ;  and  alfo  the  obfervations  ^ap.tain^d  in 
the  piece  which  I  have  now  the  now  the  honour  to  return  enclofed. 

His  Majeft}'*s  miniftry  has  done  jnftice  to  my  intentions,  in  be- 
ing perfuaded  that  I  would  fend  to  France  a  detajled  and  exa6l  ac- 
count of  the  converi^tion  which  I  had  the  honour  of  having  with 
ypu,  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  make  the  Firft 
Conful  acquainted  with  the  whole  extent  of  the  obfervatipns  which 
you  were  di reded  to  communicate  to  m^. '      '    ' 

Whatever  may  be  the  refult  of  this  attempt  of  the  two  govern- 
ments to  |*e-eftal)li(h  the  general  tranquillity  of  Euro]>^,  I  ought  to 
coYigratulate  myfelf  for  havinc;  been,  to  the  miniftry  of  his  Majeftv, 
the  organ  of  th.e  pacific  di (portions  of  France ;  and  for  having 
been  charged  to.  tranlmit  to  my  government  the  alTurance  of  the 
equally  conciliatory  difppfitions  of  his  Majefty •  1  have  the  Uo^ 
nour  to.  be  with  the  higlieft  confideration. 

(Signed)       OTTO. 

To  Mr.  Hammond,  Under  -Secretary  of  State. 

fNo.  44.) 

Hereford- ft reet,^  44  VeDdemiairc,  year  .9. 
(Oft.  (j/l800.) 
SIR,       ' 
Mr.  George  not  being  yet  returned,  I  have  the  honour  to  addref^ 
myfelf  direftly  to  you,  to  requcft  that  you  will  meet  me  in  Park- 
Place,  or  in  any  other  place  which  you  fliall  think  proper  to  ap- 
point.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         OTTO. 
Mr.  I^a^mmonjc^ 

Ap..  1800.  1^  JsoK 
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(No.  45.) 

Pow»inj5*ftrcct,  0&.  8,  1800. 
SIR, 

-  In  endeavouring  to  make,  for  the  information  of  hisMajefty's 
niinifters,  as  accurate  a  reprefentation  as  1  could  of  the  purport 
of  the  coram unicatiort  which  you  yellerday  made  to  mc  verbally, 
J  have  felt  fo  mvich  anxiety  left,  in  an  affair  of  fuch  importance, 
there  (Iiould  be  any  mif-ftatcmeut  on  my  part  of  vvhat  you  (aid, 
tliat  I  cannot  help  exprcflSng  to  you  my  earned  defire  that  you 
would  fend  me  a  written  minute  of  tbe  fi^bdance  of  this  anfwer  in 
the  fame  manner  a9  has  been  done  in  all  the  other  flages  of  thisdit 
cuflion. 

I  have  the  honour  tn  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        GEO.  HAMMOND, 


M.  Ott04 


(No.  46.) 


Hcrcford-flrect,  \6  Vendemaire,  v^ar  9. 

(oa.  b/iooo.V 

SIR, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  mc  the  honour  to  ad- 
drefs  to  me  this  morning,  requeuing  that  I  would  acquaint  you  ii^ 
wrttinz  with  the  fubftance  ot  the  communication  which  I  have 
been  direded  to  make  to  you>  the  importance  of  the  obje^  to. 
which  it  relates  rendering  you  apprenenfive  left  you  (liould  not 
completely  have  feized  the  meaning  of  th^  communication,  I'hadea 
therefore  to  tranfmit  the  fnbftance  of  it  to  you. 

The  laft  Notes  which  were  exchanged,  and  the  feveral  import- 
ant events,  wjiich  have  completely  changed  the  bafis  upon  w^hich 
the  propofed  armi^ice  was  to  have  been  eftabliflied,  having  put  an 
end  to  the  negotiation  on  foot,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  iwtwithftanding  the  circumilances  which  are  oppofed  to  the 
conclufion  of  a  maritime  truce,  the  Firft  Conful  is  invariably  difl 
pofed  to  receive  any  overtures  relative  tp  a  feparate  negotiation  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  mode  of  fuch  over- 
ture entirely  depends  upon  the  option  of  his  Majefty  :  th^t  when 
the  King  fliall  tljink.proper.to  fend  fov  that  purpofe  a  pleuipottm* 
tiary  to  Paris,  I  am  authorized  not  only  to  conicnt  to  it  but  to  de- 
liver to  him  the  neceflary  palTport.— i'hat  if  on  the  contrary  h^s 
IVlDJelh'  fbould  prefer  that  the  preliminary  negotiations  fhould  be 
b.^^un  at  London,  fpecial  powers  will  be  fent  to  me  tor  that  pur-* 
pafc.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

•   (^Signed)  OTTO. 
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Mr.  Hammondv 


STATE   PAPERS.  •  M 

(No;  47.) 

Downing-ftrcct,  'Ofl.  o,  1800. 
SIR,  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
ycfterday*sdatc  ;  anJ  I  am  dire^Hed  in  return  to  acqiiaintyon. 

That  his  Majtft/*s  government  entirely  agrees  in  the  opinion 
there  exprtfled,  that  all  further  difcuffion  of  the  terms  of  a  naval 
armiftice  would  be  fuperfiuous,  ns  the  only  obje^  which  it  was 
propofed  to  his  Majcfty  to  fecure  by  fuch  an  arrangement  has  ia 
the  mean  time  been  made  the  ground  of  feparate  facrificcs  required 
from  his  ally. 

With  refpeft  to  the  propofal  of  opening  negotiations  for  a  fepa- 
rate peace,  his  Majefty,  retaining  always  the  fincc^e  defire  which 
he  has  uniformly  expreiled  for  the  rcftoration  of  general  tianquil- 
lity  in  Europe,  muft  at  the  fame  time  renew  his  former  declarations 
of  an  invariable  determination  to  execute  vvith  punftuality  and 
goocl  faith  his  engagements  with  his  allies ;  and  muft  therefore 
fteadily  decline  to  enter  into  any  meafurcs  tending  to  feparate  his 
intercfls  from  thofe  of  the  powers  who  fliall  continue  to  make 
common  caufe  with  him  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.     I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        GEO.  HAMMOND. 
M.Otto.  V    B      / 

A. 

ExtraA  of  a  Note  from  Baron  Thugut  to  M.  Talleyrand,  dated 
Vienna,  the  1  Ith  of  Auguft  1800. 

THE  Emperor  has  ordered  me,  Sir,  to  convey  to  the  Firft 
Conful,  through  your  channel,  the  invitation  for  the  immediate 
meeting  of  the  refpe<5tive  Plenipotentjaries,  who  with  good  feitli 
and  zeal  arc  occupied  in  concerting,  with  as  little  del?y  as  poffi- 
'  ble,  themean^of  re-eftabli(hing  general  tranquillity,  after  which 
fuffering  Europe  hns  long  fighed  in  vain  ;  his  Majcfty  flatters  him- 
felf,  that  through  that  meafurc  his  pacific  wifties  will  be  fpccdily 
accompliflied  with  the  more  certainty,  bccaufethc  King  of  Great 
Britain,  his  ally,  has  juft  caufed  it  to  be  declared  to  him  that  he 
is  ready,  on  his  part,  to  concur  in  the  fame  negotiations,  as  it 
appears  by  the  eodoicd  copy  of  the  official  note  delivered  here  by 
Lord  Minto,  his  Britannic  Majefly  s  Envoy  Extraordinary  ancl 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary.  It  only  remains  therefore  to  agree  upon 
the  place  at  which  th6  Plenipotentiaries  jQiall  meet,  which  will 
doubtlefs  be  cafily  fettled.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  intercourfc  of 
the  Plenipotentiaries  with  their  refpedive  gOTcrnments,  his  Ma- 
jefty thinks  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  give  the  preference  to 
fome  place  nearly  central,  fuch  as  Schelftat,  Luneviile,  &c.  or  fome 
other  with  refpeft  to  which,  in  order  to  fare  time,  the  French 
government  might  come  to  an  underftauding  direftly  with  the 
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Britifti  government.  -According  to  the  declaration  which,  hy  hi9 
Majefty's  exprefs  order,  I  have  novt  the  lK>nour  to  trail  fmit  to 
your  Excellency,  and  according;  to  the  equally  pacific  difpoiitions 
which  his  Brttannic  Majefty  nas  teftified,  it  will  henceforward 
depend,  upon  the  French  government  alone  to  accelerate  the  Rappv 
moment  of  the  reftoration  of  rcpofe  to  Europe  fo  cruelly  mangled 
by  a  deftruAive  war. 

(Signed)        Baron  dc  THUGUT^ 
'     M.  Talleyrand. 

B. 

The  underRgned,  his  Britannic  Majefty's  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary',  did  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to  his  court 
all  the  communications  which  have  been  made  to  him  by  the  Em- 
peror's dire^lion,  by  his  ExccHency  Baron  Thugut,  relative  to  the 
correfpondence  which  has  taken  pface  between   his  Majefly  the 
Emperor  and  the  French  government  refpeding  overtures  for  peace. 
The  underfigned  has  in  confequence  been  directed  to  intimate  the 
f^tisfadion  which  his  Majefty  has  received  from  this  mark  of  con- 
fidence no  the  part  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefty.     The  un- 
dcrligned  does  not  delay,  after  the  authority  which  he  has  jufr  re- 
ceivedy  that  his  Britannic  Majefty,  deli rous  at  aH  times  of  giving 
to  the  Emperor  and  to  all  Europe  the  cleareft  proofs  of  his  perfect 
and  cordial  union  with  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefty,  and  of 
the  value  which  he  attaches  to  tne  conftant  prefervation  of  the  in- 
timate concert  and  fricndftiip  which  are  fo  nappily  eftabliihed  be- 
tween their  cowns  apd  their  fubje^s,  is  difpo&d  to  concur  with 
Auftria  in  the   negotiations  which  may  take  place  for  a  general 
pacification,  and  to  fend  his  Plenipotentiaries  to  treat  fov  peace  in 
concert  with  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefty,  as  foon  as  the  inten- 
tion of  the  French  government  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  his 
Britannic  Majefty  (hail  be  known  to  him. 

The  underfigned  eagerly  feizes  this  occafion  of  renewing  to  his 
Bxceilency  the  aiFurance  of  his  moft  dlftinguiftied  confideration. 

(Signed)         MINTO. 
Vienna,  Aug.  9,  UOCk 

C. 

General  Kleber,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  French  army  in 
Egypt,  to  his  Excellency  the  Caimakam  of  the  Sublime  Portc^ 
Illuftrious  amongft  the  Great  the  Enlightened  and  the  Wife; 
may  God  grant  to  him  a  long  Life  full  of  Glory  and  of  hap- 
pinefs. 

Health  and  Fricndiiiip* 

Your  Excellency  has,  without  doubt,  been  infonmcd  of  the  pro- 
grcfs  and  refnlt  of  the  ncg[f>tiations  which  I  had  concluded  with  his 
^iehnefs  the.  Supreme  Vizir  YoniT^  Pacha ;  and  according  to  the 
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^durances  to  that  efFeft  which  I  have  received  from  peifons  of  dif- 
tindtion  of  your  nation,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  that  the  treaty  of 
£I-Ari|h  has  obtained  the  approbation  of  his  Majedy  the  Efnpcroc 
Selim  the  Second. 

Several  articles  of  this  treaty  had  already  been  executed,  and  ^ 
French  arn^yin  particular  was  faithfully  fulfilling  its  engagements* 

I  was  upon  the  point  of  evaaiating  tlairo,  when  I  received  frcMi 
Lord  Keith,  Commander  in  Chirf-  of  the  Englifh  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  a  letter,  which  excited  the  furprize,  and  above  all» 
file  indignatiori  of  the  French.  I  herewith  annex  a  copy  of  k; 
This  paper,  which  evinces  the  moft  perfeft  ignorance  of  my  fitu- 
ation,  and  the  negleA  of  every  thing  due  to  allies,  rendered  illufoqr 
not  only  the  convention  of  El-Ariib,  but  alfo  of  every  kind  c* 
treaty  which  I  might  thenceforward  conclude  with  the  Sublime 
Porte.  With  regard  to  the  injurious  conditions  contained  in  that 
letter,  your  Excellency  will  i-eadily  perceive,  that  the  French  aripy 
ifi  Egypt  can  never  be  i educed  to  fubfcribe  to  them. 

I  had  communicated  thefe  obfervatioos  to  the  Grand  Vizir,  and 
I  propofed  to  him  to  pof^pone  the  evacuation  of  Cairo  wntil  tfak 
unexpe6led  difficulty  (l)ould  be  removed.  I  could  not  demand  a 
more  moderate  pledge  of  the  execution  of  our  conventions ;  bb 
Excellency  r^fufed  to  confent  to  this  propofal,  and  chofe  ridier 
to  expofe  to  the  fate  of  a  battle,  the  pofleffion  of  a  country  whicii 
was  abfolutely  aflured  to  him.  This  battle  took  place  on  the  29rfi, 
of  Ventofe,  and  Heaven,  protcfting  the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  con- 
ferred victory  on  me,  Nevertheleft,  the  iincere  defire  whkh  I 
have  always  had,  to  re^eftabliih  the  ties  of  friendfhip  and  of  in^ 
tereft,  which,  during  fo  many  centuries,  have  united  the  two  aa-  . 
tlona,  is  not  altered  by  that  event.  The  Sublime  Porte  will  ftiil 
fuid  me  difpofed  to  deliver  up  to  him  the  poflelTion  of  Egypt  upba 
the  conditions  ftipulated  at  El-Arifli,  with  the  exception  of  fomc 
modifications,  which  the  exifting  circumftances  have  rendered  ne- 
ceflTary.  Thus  all  motive  for  a  frefti  efFufion  of  blood  would  be 
obviated,  and  a  regular  negotiation  (th^effe6t  of  which  would  no 
longer  be  prevented  by  unforefecn  orders)  would  rcflore  to  the 
"Ottoman  empire  thofe  provinces  of  which  it  would  he  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  deprive  us  by  force  of  arms.  If  your  Excellency  lliares 
theie  ientiments  of  peace  and  concord,  you  will  communicate  theni 
to  his  Majcfly  the  Emperov  Selim  the  Second,  and  without  doubtp 
you  will  obtain  orders  to  refume,  without  delay,  thofe  coi>fereaoes 
which  would  conduifV  us  to  the  obje6l  which  we  are  aqually  dc- 
firous  of  attaining.  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  believe  in  the  high 
confideration  I  entertain  for  you. 

(L.S.)  (Signed)        KLEBER. 

(^ATfOy  the  20th  Germinal,  year  8  of  the  French  Republic, 
(lOth  of  April  1800,)  which  anfwers  to  the  14th  of 
the  month  of  the  moon  Zvfkade  in  the  vear  of  the 
iEgira  1214- 
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^AtthcCampof  Jaflfa,  I5tii  April,  isdo. 

fiaudof,  Firft  Aid-de-Camp  to  General  Kleber,  Commander  lii 
Chief  of  ihc  French  army  in  Egypt. 
To  the  Firft  Interpreter  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Prince, 
In  all  my  ponverfations  with  you,  I  have  continually  repeated 
to  you,  that  the  firm  and  clearly  exprefled  intention  of  General 
Kieber  has  always  been,  fcrupuloufly  to  execute  the  treaty  of  El- 
Ariih.  I  had,  with  confidence,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  loyal 
and  open  charaifler  of  that  geneial,  and  the  real  wi(h  which  he  has 
to  give  to  the  Supreme  Vizir  the  raoft  pofitive  proofs  of  his  good 
fcith,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  fortune  of  war,  the  French  army 
{hall  evacuate  Egypt  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  neccflary 
jK^flports  from  the  EngUfli  government,  and  of  the  number  of 
veiieU  itipttlated  for  the  transport  of  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

(Signed)        BAUDOT- 


FIRST  REPORT 

From  the  Seleft  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
confider  (o  much  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  as  relates  to 
the  Dearth  of  Provifions. 

[Ordered  to  be  printed  2^th  Nov.  1800.] 

The  LORDS  COMMITTEES,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 
iider  fo  much  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
prefent  fcffion  as  relates  to  the  high  price  of  provifions,  and  to 
whom  has  fince  been  referred  the  conlideration  of  a  meffage  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  the  fame  fubjeft  r— 

HAVE  agreed  to  report  to  the  houfe,  that,  fince  their  ap-» 
pointment,  they  have  proceeded,  with  all  poffible  diligence, 
to  enquire  into  fuch  particulars  as  they  judged  might  be  moft 
worthy  of  the  attention  and  confideration  of  the  houfe  with  refpoft 
to  the  matter  referred  to  them. 

They  have  more  particularly  applied  themfelves  to  afcertain  the 
fiftiial  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  in  refpeft  to  the  produftivcncfe  of 
the  late  harveft,  andio  the  (lock  of  grain  which  may  be  fupppofedto 
be  now  in  hand;  which  enquiry  they  have  purfued  by  the  examina- 
t  on  ofperfonsbeft  acquainted  with  the  iituatiorv  of  different  parts  of 
the  country  in  this  rcfpeft ;  being  fatisficd  that  any  attempt  at 
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porp  minute  inveftigation  or  actual  furvey,  would  be  inconveni^ 
cnt  in  pra^ice,  and  probably  in  its  rcfult  very  little  fatisfadlory. 

A^  this  courfe  6t  enquiry  is  aryct  by  no  means  completed,  tlie 
]l.ords  Committees  do  not'think  it  right  for  them  to  offer,  ttf  the 
boufe  any  precife  opinion  as  to  the  probable  amount  of  the  defici-^ 
cncy,  grounded  on  fuch  Information  a^  they  have  hitherto  re- 
ceived. V 

But  the  Lords  Committees  do  by  no  means  think  it  advifable 
to  delay  any  meafures  of  immediate  relief,  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
yioufly  completing  the  enquiry  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Whatever  judgement  may  ultimately  be  formed  refpefting  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  of  the  lad  harvefl,  it  is  certain  that  the 
Aock  of  old  grain  was  almoil  etirely  exbaufted  at  the  beginning  of 
the  autumn,  and  that  the  produce  of  the  prefent  year  was  there-^ 
fore  begun  to  be  confumed  almpft  as  foon  as  it  was  harvefted,  ami 
at  lead  two  or  three  months  earlier  than  is  ufual. 

This  view  of  the  fubjc6l  ha§  therefore  already  fufficiently  con- 
vinced the  Committee  of  the  preffing  neceffity,  both  of  giving  due 
encouragement  to  early  importation,  and  of  adopting  all  pr amica- 
ble economy  to  the  confumption  of  grain  during  the  prefent  year  ; 
and  they  have  unanimouHy  agreed  to  recommend  to  this  houfe, 
that  in  addition  to  the  bills  which  have  already  pafTed,  or  are  now 
in  the  courfe  of  paiiing  through  the  houfe,  for  retraining  the  ex« 
port,  and  encouraging  the  import  of  the  different  forts  of  grain, 
&nd  for  preventing  their  being  applied  to  other  purpofcs  thaa 
tfaofe  of  food,  this  hoafe  fliould  alio  concur  with  the  other  houfe 
in  their  propofed  addrefs  to  his  Majedy. 

The  Lords  Committees  trud,  that  the  proclamation,  which  his 
IM^ajedy  is  there  reqoeded  to  iiTue,  may  pfobably  engage  the  ferious 
attention  of  the  i^rious  clafles  of  their  fellpw  fubjecls  to  this  im- 
portant object-;  and  may  induce  them  to  adopt  fuch  detailed  re- 
gulations refpe^iing  the  confumption  of  their  families  in  the  dif- 
Krent  forts  of  grain,  and  other  articles  of  pmvifions,  as  may  not 
merely  produce  a  general  refolution  to  oeconomize  as  much  a» 

E^  ffible  in  thofc  articles,  but  may  alfo  enfure  the  execution  of  this 
rtlable  difpolition,  by  fuch  particular  meafures  as  may  be  mod 
pradicable  for  that  purpofe  in  the  different  didrids  of  the  king- 
dom. 

With  this  view  the  Lords  Committees  think  it  right  here  to 
-  add,  that  as  the  ufe  of  pure  w beaten  bread,  and  of  other  articles 
made  of  pure  wheatcn  flour,  ought  in  thpr  judgment  to  be  wholly 
difcontinued  by  all  perfons,  whofe  means  and  circumdances  en- 
able them  to  have  rccourfe  to  other  articles  of  fubfjdcncc  ;  it  ap- 
pears to  them  extremely  dcfirable,  that  every  pra^icabJe  encou- 
•  fagement  ftould  be  given  by  parliament  if  ncccifary,  and  by  the 
pnagidratcs  in  the  different  diftri6ls  of  the  country,  under  the  now 
exiding  la^«'s,  to  the  grinding  wheaten  flour,  (mixed  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  may  be  found  mod  advantageous),  with  barley,  o^ts, 
peafe,  or  ryt ;  and  although  it  is  the  iutention  of  the  Committee 
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p>  purfue  a  mpre  detailed  enquiry  into  *thc  whole  of  this  part  of 
Ac  fubjeft,  thejr  arc  iudiTccd  to  mention  this  point  more  particu? 
larly  in  the  preicnl  inflance,  from  their  having  been  informed  tb!\t 
9s  mifapprebenfion  has  prevailed  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom^ 
refpe^ling  the  prefent  (late  of  the  laws  on  this  fubje^t,  and  that  it 
)ias  not  been  uniycrfally  underftood  by  the  Millers,  and  other 
per(bns  eng;aged  in  thefe  concerns,  that  the  grinding  mixed  flour^ 
poropounded  of  any  or  all  the  different  articles  above  enumerated, 
13  not  only  legal  where  the  article  is  openly  fold,  as  being  fo  mixccf, 
inif  is  highly  commendable  in  thofe,  who,  at  the  preient  period, 
endeavour  to  iptrpdqce  fuch  mixtures  into  more  eeneral  confump«« 

SECOND  REPORT 

From  the  Lords  Committees  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
coniider  fo  much  of  his  Majefly's  Speech  i  as  relates  t^ 
'     the  Dearth  af  Provifions. 

[Ordered to  beprinted  \hth  December  1800.] 

'  ORDERED  to  report,  That  the  Lords  Committees  have,fincc 
tbeiv  Fii  ft  Report  to  your  lordfliips,  proceeded  with  all  the  diligence 
in  their  power,  to  invefligate  tpe  fever^l  matters  referred  to  thenx 
hy  the  houfe. 

They  have  thought,  in  an  enquiry  fo  intcreiling  and  important 
as  that  which  was  referred  to  them,  that  it  became  them  to  cndca-* 
yourtQ  inform  themfelves  upon  the  fubjo6V  conneded  with  it,  both 
extend vely  and  in  detail ;  and,  although  they  have  hitherto  princW 
pally  confined  tlieir  enquiries  to  the  aftual  ftate  of  the  harveft  of 
this'year,  the  ftock  of  old  corn  in  hand,  the  probabili.y  of  impor- 
tation, and  the  means  of  procuring  fubditutes,  as  well  as  of  intro- 
ducing them  into  more  general  ufe,  they  have  alfo  endeavoured  to 
inform  themfelves  upon  other  matters  connefled  with  a  ftill  more 
extenfive  view  of  this  important  fubjeft. 

PART  FIRST. 

Deficiency  of  Crop^  f^c. 

The  Lords  Committees  think  it  their  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  houfe,  in  the  firfl  place,  to  the  aAual  flate  of  the  late  har- 
veft. ' 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons^^  referred 
to  them  by  this  houfe,  and  the  various  papers  and  document?  which 
have  been  laid  before  them,  contained  much  important  informa- 
tion on  this  part  of  the  fubje<^  ;  but  the  Lords  Committees  were 
further  defirous  of  afcertaining  ftill  more  particularly  the  corre^- 
nefs  of  thofe  fratements. 

They  have,  therefore,  endeavoured  to  procure  from  refpe^^abl^' 
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and  well-informed  perfons  in  different  counties  of  this  kingdom, 
(where  it  was  poffible  for  them,  within  a  reafonable  time,  to  attend 
the  Committee)  the  moft  exa£t  reports  upon  the  fubje^s  above 
alluded  to  :  and  where  it  has  been  impodible  to  obtain  this  infor- 
y  mation  by  perfonal  attendance,  (particularly  in  the  dafe  of  fome 
parts  both  of  Scotland  and  of  Walei,  and  the  more  remote  di{h'i£ts 
of  England),  they  have  received  from  thofe  bcft  capable  of  afiPord* 
ing  it,  the  moil  detailed  and  precife  communications  in  writ- 
ing; which  deviation  fi'om  the  ufual  pra^ice  of  this  houfe  and  its 
committees,  they  truft  your  iordfhips  ( under  the  particular  circum* 
fiances  of  the  cafe)  will  not  difapprove. 

The  Lords  Committees  endeavoured,  firft,  to  inform  themfelvcf 
of  the  amount  of  an  average  crop  in  ordinary  years  throughout  the 
kingdom,  in  the  different  forts  of  grain  ;  they  then  proceeded  to. 
enquire  refpefting  the  adual  crop  of  the  lail  harvefl,  as  compared 
with  an  average  crop,  and  alfo  refpe£ting  the  ftock  of  old  corn  in 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  harvefl,  as  compared  with  the  ufual  flock ; 
and  Ijkewife  as  to  the  rcfult  of  fuch  experiments  as  have  been  made 
with  refpeft  to  the  yield  of  flour  from  grain,  and  of  grain  from 
firaw,  fince  the  lad  harvefl.  The  refult  for  each  county  of  the 
adual  information  fo  received  has  been,- under  their  direAion, 
reduced  into  tables,  and  fubjoined  to  this  Report  in  the  Appendix^ 
(No.  1.)  It  may  be  material  to  obferve,  that  the  variations  whicli 
will  frequently  be  found  in  the  accounts  from  the  fame  county,  are 
to  be  explained  by  the  following  circumflance  : — That  the  perfont 
from  whom  the  information  is  derived  often  fpeak  to  different 
diflri£ls  of  the  fame  county,  which  differ  much  from  each  other^ 
both  in  foil  and  produce. 

The  Reports  which  have  been  laid  before  your  Committee  from 
the  Receivers  General  of  the  Land  Tax,  fiom  officers  employed 
under  the  Boards  of  Taxes,  Stamps,  and  Excife,  together  with  the 
returns  which  have  been  received  in  confequence  of  the  circular 
letters  of  the  bifliopsof  the  different  diocefes  to  their  clergy,  appear 
fully  to  juilify  the  conclufion  flated  in  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  crop  of  wheat  of  the  laft 
year  was  deficient  by  one-fourth  of  the  average  produce. 

It  is  difficult  to  date  with  precifion  any  average  deficiency  for 
the  whole  kingdom,  as  collected  from  thofe  local  mformations,  as 
to  particular  diftridls,  which  have  been  furniihed  by  the  perfons 
who  have  been  fummoned  to  attend.  Your  lordfliips  Committee, 
on  the  fn Heft  confidcration  of  the  fubje<Sl,tare  confident  that  the 
deficiency  of  the  wheat  of  the  laft  harveft  amounted  to,  at  Icaft, 
one-fourth  ;  and  the  Committee  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  it 
may  have  been  greater,  as  it  had  been  almoft  univcrfally  flated  to 
them,  that  although  the  yield  of  the,  flour  from  ^rain,  harvefted 
before  the  rains,  has  been,  for  the  moft  pari,  abundant ;  yet,  that 
great  quantities  of  corn  were  dimaged  by  the  rains,  and,  in  con«i 
icquence  thereof,  furnlfhed  a  deficient  return  6f  flour  ;  xad  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  yield  ^f  grain  from  ftraw,  has  been  gene* 
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rally  de6cicnt.  They  have  tlie  faris^ftion,  however,  of  being 
ibic  to  inform  their  Iord(hip%  that  the  crops  of  baricy  may,  updty 
the  whole,  be  confidercd  as  approaching  nearer  to  an  average 
Ciop,  and  the  crop  of  oats  as  equal,  on  the  whole,  to  an  average  ; 
but  it  is  ncceflary  to  ftate,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  kingoom 
thefe  crop**  have  alfo  been  much  damaged  by  the  rains:  althouglt 
in  others  they  hive  been  well  harvefted,  and  the  flour  from  the 
barltfy  of  the  prefent  year  fo  hai*vcftcd,  is  ftated  to  be  of  the  fineft 
c^iality  ever  remembered. 

The  Committee  have  lilewtfe  the  fatisfa^lion  to  add,  ihat  the 
crops  of  peafe  are  in  general  good,  and  that  thofc  of  potatoes, 
aUthoagh  inferior  in  prodnce,  by  the  acre,  to  the  crops  of  former 
^ari ;  and  although  the  quality  of  that  root  is  lefs  nutritious  from 
its  having  fprouted  in  confequeiice  of  the  rains  fuccecding  the  hot 
ireather ;  yet,  from  the  additional  number  of  acres  planted,  the 
X.ords  Committees  think  themfclves  juilified  in  ftating  the  whole 
fluantity  produced  not  to  be  mnch  lefs  than  the  average  ;  but  they- 
tnink  it  necefTary  to  fnbjoin,  that  it  has  been  found,  fi*om  the 
above  caufc,  that  the  potatoes  of  this,  year  are  more  liable  than 
ufual  to  (paU  in  the  keeping. 

The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  make  fome  obfervations 
relating  to  Scotland  in  particular,  and  are  happy  to  obferve,  the 
grain  which  is  principally  deficient  in  England,  is  not  that  which 
IS  mofl  necefhry  for  the  fupport  of  the  labouring  clalTes  in  Scot- 
hnd. 

The  reftilt  of  the  information  received  rcprcfcnti  the  weftcrn 
fide  (for  every  part  of  Scotland,  from  its  nanownefs,  fpeaking  ge- 
nerally, may  be  confidercd  as  belonging  to  the  cattcrn  or  wtfterii 
dlvifion  of  the  ifland)  as  having  had  nearly  an  average  crop  of  all 
forts  of  grain  ;  but  the  eaftern  fide,  from  England  to  Edinburgh, 
has  not  produced  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  ordinary  quantity  of 
wheat,  or  more  than  three-fourths  of  oats  and  barley.  From 
Edinburgh  to  Caithnefs  inclufive,  notwtthflanding  the  produ^ive-* 
nefs  of  that  country  this  fcafon,  the  Committee  cannot  eftimate 
the  crops  of  wheat,  oats,  and  barlcj",  at  more  than  two-thirds  of  an 
ufual  produce,  though  the  laft  mentioned  grain  muil  be  underdood 
n%  rather  more  productive  than  oats,  north  from  Dundee. 

The  Committee,  in  fumming  up  what  they  think  it  necefHiry  to 
ftatcconcernin«r  Scotland,  are  forry  to  obferve,  taking  the  whole  of 
the  country,  that  the  crops  of  hay  and  ftraw,  tnuft  be  cooiidered  as 
confiderably  dcfe^ftive. 

The  Lords  Committees  have  been  informed,  with  fcarcely  an 
exception,  that  the  (lock  of  old  corn  was  very  nearly  exhaufted  at 
the  period  of  the  late  harved,  and,  inftead  of  the  ufoal  fiock  in 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  fanners,  millers,  and  bakers,  at  that  time, 
which  it  almoft  univerfally  f^ated  to  be  f(om  two  to  three  months 
ronfumption,  and  even  fometimes  more,  they  have  been  invariably 
infoimc^d,  that  the  ftock  of  thia  year  was  not  in  any  place  more 
^*"*n  the  confumption  of  about  three  weeks,  and  that  many  parts 
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•f  th€  kiQgdom  vffftc  at  that  period  wholly  fupplied  with  foreign 
grain. 

IMPORTATION. 

The  Lords  Committees  think  It  right  to  obfcrvc,  that  the  im- 
portation of  the  Jail  year  was  the  moil  confiderable  which  lus  ever 
taken  place  :  and  as  this  part  of  the  fubje^  is  extremely  important 
ior  the  conlideratton  of  Parliament,  particularly  with  a  view  to 
fuch  general  and  permanent  meafiires  as  may  be  nereflary  to  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  poflibley  the  recurrence  of 
the  prefent  difficulties,  the  Lords  Committees  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  (late  more  panicularly  the  refult  of  the  accounts  which 
your  lordfhips  have  referred  to  them :  from  thefe  jt  appears  that 
the  quantity  of  com  imported  in  pcceding  years  and  m  the  iafl 
year  Aras  as  folbws : 

WHEAT  and  WHEAT  FLOUR. 

From  1697  to  \76G  both  inchifive  (a  period  of  70  year^),  the 
annual  exceUi  of  export,  on  the  avei<pge,  from  England  and  Scot- 
land, amounted  to  210,231  quarters. 

In  1767  there  began  to  be  an  exoefs  of  import  amounting  (on 
an  average  for  18  years,  from  l?Gj  to  1784  both  incluiive)  10 
9 1,82  J  quarters  per  annum.  \ 

From  1785  to  1789  both  indudve  (on  an  average  of  five  years) 
the  exrefs  of  export  amounted  to  198,641  quarters  per  annum. 

Since  th^  period  (with  the  exception  of  the  year  ir92,.whea 
there  was  an  excels  of  export  amounting  to  278,019  quartcre)  there 
had  uniformly  been  an  excefs  of  import  which »  on  an  average  of 
five  years,  from  1790  to  1794  (both  ihclufive)  amounted  to  1 82,021 
quarters  per  annum. 

From  17?^  to  1799  (on  an  average  of  ditto)  to  4bP,966  quar- 
ters per  annum. 

And  for  12  months,  from  2gth  September  1799  to  27th  Sept. 
1800,  there  have  been  imported  Qrs.     * 

Into  England         l,0327l2I 
Into  Scotland  1  14,615 

BARLEY. 

The  excefs  of  ecport  for  feventy  years,  fiom  1697  to  1766» 
(both  inclufive),  amounted  on  an  average  to  251,031  quarters  per 
,  annum. 

Duringeight  years,  from  1767  Jo  1774,  (both  inrhidvc),  the 
excels  of  import  amounted  on  an  average  of  thole  years  to  5,584. 
quarters  per  annum. 

There  was  an  excefs  of  export  for  fifteen  fuhfequent  years, 
amounting  on  an  average  (from  1775  to  1789  both  indulive)  to 
9^9336  quarters  per  annum. 
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For  the  ten  fubfcquent  years,  from  1790  to  1799,  (^^^^  incr«* 
five),  there  was  an  cxcefs  of  import,  amounting  on  an  average  of 
thofe  years  to  50>iS3  quarters  per  annum. 

For  twelve  months,  from  aoth  of  September  1 799  to  27th  Sep- 
tember 1800,  there  have  been  imported  Qrs. 

Into  England         6 1, 034 
Into  Scotland         69954 

OATS. 

Since  the  year  1750  there  has  been  annually  an  excefs  of  import, 
which  has  gradually  increafcd.  On  an  average  of  five  ycais,  from 
1795  10  1799  (both  incUifive)  the  excefs  of  import  amounted  to 
618,643  quarters  per  annum. 

For  twelvemonths,  from  the  26th  of  September  1799  to  the 
27th  September  iSoo,  there  have  been  imported  ,  Qrs. 

Into  England         446,71^ 
Into  Scotland  32,608 

R  r  C  E. 

Within  twelvemonths,  from  the  26th  of  Sept.  1799  to  the  27th  of 
Sept.  1800,  there  have  been  imported  Cwt.         qrs,      lbs. 

Into  England         291,f)50         0         6 
Into  Scotland      '      8,743         2         0 

INDIAN  CORN, 

In  179^9  7»ooo  quarters  of  Indian  Corn  were  imported  at 
London,  of  which  only  2,100  quarters  could  be  retailed  among  the 
millers  that  year  by  way  of  trial,  at  the  average  price  of  50  fliil- 
lings  per  quarter,     ' 

In  1796  between  three  and  four  hundred  quarter*  were  fold 
among  the  millers,  at  the  average  price  of  45  (liillings. 

In  1797»  about  1,400  quarters  fold  at  28  fliillings  per  quaiter,  of 
'which  about  1,200  fold  for  re-exportation,  there  being  no  demand 
for  it  in  this  country. 

Within  twelve  months,  from  26th  Sept.  1799  to  the  27th  Sept. 
1800,  there  have  been  imported  Qrs.         Bufli, 

Into  England         3,506  1 

Into  Scotland         2,372  0 

Every  degree  of  encouragement  has  this  year  been  held  out,  not 
only  for  the  import  of  grain,  but  of  rice  and  of  Indian  Corn  ;  ai>d 
from  the  fteps  already  taken,  and  the  aftive  fpeculations  cf  the 
Britifli  merchants,  which  ought  to  be  peculiarly  encouraged  at  tlie 
prefent  moment,  there  is  rcafon  to  expe6l  a  confidcrable  importa- 
tion. THe  circun^ances  of  thofe  countries  from  which  the  fup- 
ply  is  ufually  drawn,  may  however  create  fome  difficulty  in  this 
refpeft,  efpecially  as  your  Committee  is  informed  that  the  prices  of 
all  grain  are  now  unufually  high  in  the  North  of  Europe.  The 
.  crops  in  America  have  however  been  abundant^  and  the  Commit- 
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•  tee  are  informed  that  a  confiderable  fupply  of  flour  may  be  ck* 
pe^ed  from  thence  as  early  as  February  next. 

The  Lords  Conuoittees,  in  order  to  brLne;  under  one  view  the 
whole  of  the  meafures  which  have  already  been  adopted  on  this 
fubjed*  or  which  are  ftill  in  their  progreis,  iuve  thouslu  it  right  to 
fubjoin  to  this  part  of  their  Report,  the  following  UfT of  bills  adu- 
ally  p^iTed,  or  now  incourfe  of  palling  (ince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  fcffion,  together  with  a  ftatementof  the  o"bjcfts  to  which 

*^hole  bills  have  been  dircded ;  and  they  have  added  to  this  ftatc- 
ment  a  copy  of  the  information  received'from  the  Chairman  Of  the 
Court  of  Dirc^or*!  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  as  to  the  fteps  taken 
by  that  court  to' encourage  the  importation  of  rice.  But  your 
Committee  thing  it  neceffary  to" report  to'  your  iordfhips  th^ir  de- 
cided opinion,  that  althongh  confidcrable  affiftance  mav,  as  they 
truft,  be  derived  from  thefe  meafures,  the  only  fafe  and  elfeftual  re- 
fiance  under  this  vifitation  of  Providence,  muft  be  on  economy  of 
confumption. 


LIST  OF  BILLS  AND  THEIR  OBJECT. 

TITLE. 

An  A6t  to  prohibit,  until  the  1^  day  of  November  1801,  the  ex- 
portation of  Rice ;  and  to  indemnify  all  perlons  who  have  been 
concerned  in  preventing  the  exportation  thereof,  or  in  the  non- 
performance of  any  contrads  and  agreements  that  iOiali  not  have 
been  performed  in  confeqaence  thereof. 

OBJECT. 

To  retain  and  preferve  within  the  kingdom,  for  thcufe  of  the 
public,  the  quantity  of  rice  already  imported,  or  which  may  be  im- 
ported between  this  time  and  the  month  of  November  1801 ;  the 
lame  being  found  a  moft  niefiil,  wholefome,  and  nutritions  fub- 
flitute  for  bread  when  eaten  feparately,  and  making  a  confiderable 
faving  in  the  confumption  of  flour  of  wheat,  or  other  grain,  when 
mixed  with  it  and  made  into  bread. 

Title. — An  AA  to  authorize  his  Majefty  from  time  to  time,  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  Provifions  or  Food. 

Obi  EOT. ^To  retain   and  preferve  within  the  kingdom  the 

whole  (lock  of  every  other  article  of  provifion  or  viftual  whatfoe* 
ver,  as  well  as  of  corn,  that  can  be  ufed  for  the  food  of  man,  in 
order  that  by  a  more  general  recourfe  being  had  to  the  former  as 
fubllitutcs,  the  deficiency  of  the  latter  may  be  the  lefs  fenfibly  felt. 

Title. — An  A^  for  fufpending,  until  the  20th  of  Auguft  1801, 
the  duties  on  hops  imported,  and  for  charging  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof.  

Object — JkB  the  l^w^fiood  before  this  ad,  in  ortler  to  i^ncpu- 

rage  the  growth  of  liops  in  this  country,  the  duty  on  importation 

amounted 
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tmoaitted  to  a  prohibition.  To  fupply  the  defie teitcy  of  the  prv^ 
fent  crop,  the  above  high  duties  are  fufpendid,  and  an  encourage* 
ment  igtven  to  the  importation  of  hops,  by  a  trifling  duty  only 
tmpofra.  .  .  ' 

Title .-^ An  A&  to  prohibit,  tjntil  the  Ift  day  of  January  1S02, 
the  isfe  of  com  in  diftilling  of  fpirits  or  making  of  (larch. 

Object .-^It  has  bpen  thought  right  that  even  two  fiich  impor* 
tant  branches  of  trade  as  thofe  to  which  this  bill  relates,  and  wnigb 
in  a  time  of  plenty  are  of  c^^derable  ufe  in  increafing  the  con- 
ftimpfiou  of  GorOt  ^o  ^^  manifeft  advantage  and  profit  of  the 
crowcr,  fhouM,  fpr  the  fake  of  the  poor  under  the  prefent  fcarciiy, 
be  wholly  proljibited  from  ihe  ufe,  even  of  fo  neceiTary  an  article 
of  their  relpeAive  manufaftures ;  it  being  the  wilh  of  ParJiament 
not  only  to  prevent  any  unnecellary  conlumption,  but  to  facriiice 
every  left  confideration  to  the  obtaining  an  ade<}ua;e  fupply  of 
corn  under  the  exifting  circumftances. 

TiTLE.«-An  Aft  to  pewit,  until  the  Ift  day  of  Odobrr  1801, 
thp  importation  of  herrings  and  other  fifii,  the  produce  of  tntr 
fifliery  carried  on  in  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunfwlck,  Newfound; 
land,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  into  this  kingdom,  wiriiou't 
payment  of  duty. 

Object.— To  encourage  the  rnrpoitation  of  this  ufcful  artkJe 

of  food,  dnd  by  the  introduction  of^  it  as  a  fubftitute  for  bread  in 

the  prefent  fcarcity,  to  accuftom  the  poor  to  that  variety  of  fcKid 

which  by  degrees  may  lelTen  the  value  they  at  prefent  fet  on  the 

article  of  bread,  from  the  mere  but  natural  prejudice  of  habiL 

Title.— An  AA  for  continuing  until  the  expiration  of  forty  da\-a 

after  the  commencement  of  thefirfl  feflionot  parliament  that  fliall 

Ve  begun  and  holden  after  the  Ift  day  of  September  S80i,  feve- 

ral  laws  relating  to  the  prohibiting  the  exportation,  and  pernoit- 

ting  the  importation,  of  corn  and  oth<^r  articles  of  provifioti, 

without  payment  of  duty ;  to  the  allowing  the  ufe  or  fugar  in 

the  brewing  of  beer;  to  the. reducing  the  duties  upon  fpiritt 

diftilled  from  meiafTes  and  fugar ;  and  to  the  prohibiting  the 

making  of  low  wines  or  fpirits  from  wheat,  and  certain  other 

articles,  in  that  part  of  Great  Brits^in  called  Scotland. 

An  AA  for  granting  bounties  on  the  importation  of  wheat,  barley, 
rye,  oats,  peas,  beans,  and  Indian  corn,  and  of  barley,  rye,  oat, 
and  Indian  meal,  and  wheaten  flour  and  rice. 

0»>FCT. — The  general  object  of  both  thefe  afts  is  to  prevent 
any  article  of  iooU  fom  being  carried  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  by 
encouraging  the  importation  of  every  fort  of  provtuon,  fo  t<>  in-^ 
crcafe  the  general  ftock,  us  to  rrmQve  all  apprehensions  of  th^  bad 
effects  of  fcarcity,  beyond  the  nereffary  confequence  attendant 
up6n  every  iiras  citv,  namely,  an  addition  to  the  price  of  the  par^ 
ftoflar  atlirlf ;  at  the  fame'timej  in  ^oisfeoiience  of  the  fupply  to 

bo 
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be  expeAed  flrom  the  encouragement  held  out,  there  is  good 
ground  to  hope  for  a  rcafonable  redu£iiont  even  in  the  price  of 
corn.  The  allowing  of  the  ufc  of  fugar,  &c.  in  brewing,  the  Icf« 
fcning  the  duties  onVpirits  made  from  melafles,  and  prohibiting  the 
diftillatiou  of  low  wines  from  corn,  in  Scotland,  have  one  corntton. 
objeft^  namely,  the  appropriation  and  fening  apart  of  all  the  corn 
at  prefent  in  the  country,  or  that  may  be  imported  into  it,  for  the 
liiigk  article  of  bread. 

Eaft  India  Houfe,  the  19th  Nov.  UOQ. 

The  Court  of  Dire^oj-s  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  do  hereby  give  notice,  that.they 
will  grant  licences  for  any  ibips  to  be  fent  to  theEaft  Indies  £or  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  home  rice  from  thence,  upon  the  following 
conditions,  viz. 

That  any  goods  which  bv  virtue  of  the  aft  of  the  33d  Geo.  III. 
cap,  52.  I'lidividuals  (in  the  maimer  in  the  (aid  ad  mentipoed) 
are  allowed  to  export  to  India,  may  be  exported  on  accovot  of  the- 
ow*ners^  on  board  the  (hips  fo  to  be'  licenfed,  fo  as  fuch  goods  IhaJl 
be  ihipped  by  the  S^th  of  November  inllant,  and  that  the  Aiips 
fl)all  be  cleared  out  at  the  cuftom-houie  on  or  before  the  Ift  of 
December  next. 

That  the  ttiips  ihaU  be.  in  the  Do^ns  on  their  ousward^bound 
voyages,  oaor  before  the  Id  day  of  January  next. 

All  Aiips,  as  well  thofe  loaded  as  going,  out  in  ballaft,  are  toper- 
form  thdr  voyages  direft  to  the  £ait  Indies  and  from  thence  home 
with  rice,  without  touching  at  any  place  outward  or  homeward 
bound,  for  water,  or  any  other  pretence  whatfoever,  except  where 
(b  authori'/ed  by  the  Court  of  Diredors,  or  their  Repieientativet 
abroad,  or  occaHoned  by  inevitable  accident. 

The  owners  to  engage,  that  as  foon  as  pollible  after  the  fliipsar- 
rivalm  the  Eaft  Indies,  they  (hall  load  home  to  the  extent  of  three- 
fourth  parts  at  leaft  of  their  rcgiflered  tomiajge,  ti'ith  rtce,  unlefs 
the  oovernment,  or  the  Company *s  proper  oncers  where  the  ihip 
fliall  load  home,  (hall  confent  to  that  quantity  of  rice  on  board 
any  ihip  being  reduced,  and  alfo  unlets  rice  cannot  be  procured  ; 
the  fyme  to  be  aicertained  by  the  certificate  of  government  or  the 
Con^any's  officers  at  the  loading  port ;  and  the  fliips  fo  loading 
rice,  if  it  cannot  be  procured,  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  fill  up  their 
loading  on  account  of  the  owners,  with  any  goods  which  individth* 
als  have  ufually  been  })ermitted  to  import  from  :hc  Bad  Indies. 

That  f/)rei^n  ibips  may  be  engaged  in  India  for  theexprefe  fHirr 
pofe  of  briogtng  home  rice,  only  iubje£t  to  the  regulations  herein* 
after  mentioned. 

The  rice  is  to  be  purchai^d  Sod  bix)ught  homt  wholly  on  account 
and  St  the  ri(k  of  the  individuals  who  iliall  load  the  fame. 

The  vice  to  be  at  lea  A  equal  in  quality  to  the  bed  Cargo  &ic(} 

and 
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and  previous  to  its  beiug  (oaded  to  be  approved  by  fuch  peifon  as 
fhall  be  appointed  by  government. 

If  the  owners  (halt  defire  it,  the  Company  will  advance  the 
money  in  India  neceflary  for  the  purchafc  of  the  rice  for  Bills  of 
Exchange  on  London,  at  the  rate  of  2s.  6d.  per  Sicca  Rupee,  pay- 
able at  three  months  fight. 

Tiie  Company  will  be  willing  to  receive  the  produce  of  any 
goods,  to  be  exported  as  above-mentioned,  into  their  treafuries' 
in  India,  and  grant  Bills  of  JExchange  upon  the  Court  of  Dire6^orf 
for  the  amount  of  the  exchange,  s(nd  upon  the  terms  before  men- 
tioned. 

Ail  the  goods  exported  are  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the 
Company  ^  uiual,  and  all  the  rice  and  other  goods  to  be  imported, 
to  be  delivered  into  the. Company's  warehoufes,  and  to  be  fold  ac 
their  fales. 

The  owners  peiforming  the  engagements  to  be  entered  into, 
cm  their  paits;  the  Company  will  give  pp  the  S  per  cent,  duty, 
payable  tt$  them  io^  wsrehonie  rent  and  charges,  upon  all  rice  im- 
ported. 

Thar  the  otf^ners  of  aJJ  rice  to  be  imported  in  any  (hip,  whether 
Btigiiih  or  foreign,,  which  (bali  clear  out  from  any  port  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  before  the  I  ft  day  of  September  1 801,  and  which  (hall 
make  .the  «f^age  diredly  home,  without  ftopping  at  any  port  or 
place  whatfoever,  inevitable. accidents  only  excepted,  and  except 
at  places'  they  may  touch  at  with  the  previous  confent  of  the  Go* 
verasnent'S  or  the  Company's  reprefentatives  in  India,  ihall  be 
emitted  o  the  vvh(^e  of  the  bounty  payable  to  the  Company,  by 
virtue  of  an  AA  of  Parliement,  in  refpe6t  of  fuch  rice,  the  ownera 
bearing  all  charges  of  insurance,  and  taking  all  riiks  whatever  upon 
^hemfeives. 

If  fufficient  loadings  of  rice  cannot  be  procured  (the  fame  to  be 
'afeertained  as  before-mentioned)  fo  as  for  the  (hips  to  clear  out 
homewards  on  or  before  the  ift  of  September  1801,  then  they 
flialt  immediately  return,  but  with  leave  to  take  in  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  goods,  provided  they  can  obtain  thc;m,  which  they  would 
otherwife  have  been  permitted  to  fill  up  with  if  rice  had  been  pro- 
curable; and  they  (hall  be  further  indulged  with  leave  to  take  in 
fuch  gruff  articles  as  may  be  attainable,  and  which  the  govern- 
ment in  India  (hall  fee  it  proper  to  allow,  and  though  the  Com- 
pahy  have  no  expectation  of  having  other  cargotrs  for  them,  yet 
(liould  they  have  opportunity  of  employing  theflJ,  they  (liall  be 
eligible  to  be  taken  up  by  advertifement,  according  to  the  z6k  of  the 
39th  Geo.  III.  cap.  89. 

The  owners  of  the  mips  to  be  liceufed  are  to  enter  into  covenants 
to  the  Company  purfuant  to  the  terms  above-mentioned. 

SouM  any  foreigri  (liips,  or  otheA,  import  rice  from  foreign  fet- 
dernents  where  the  quahty  cannot  have  the  approval  of  ttte  repre- 
jfentatives  of  the  Company,  fuch  rice  will  iiill  be  entitled  to  the 

guarantee, 
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^arantee,  provided  it  proves  equal  in  quality  to  the  average  of  the 
rice  imported  under  the  licences  granted  by  the  Company. 

WILLIAM  RAMSAY,  Secretar>% 

PART  SECONI>. 

Means  of  economizing  Con/umption, 

In  their  Firft  Report,  the  Lords  Committees  advifed  .your  Lord- 
{hips  to  concur  "in  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  as  propofed  by  the. 
Houfe  of  Commons,  humbly  requefting  that  hf$  Majcfty  would 
be  gradoufly  pteafed  to  iffiie  a  proclamation,  ftriclly  enjoining 
and  requiring  the  utmoll  economy  in  the  confumption  of  all  ar* 
tides  of  grain.  Tiie  Lords  Conrmittees  can  entertain  no  doubt 
of  the  difpOfitron  .of  their  fellow-fubjecis  to  concur  in  cariying 
into  the  fulleft  efftcfV  the  folemn  fall  which  his  Majefty  has,  in 
confcqucnce  thereof,  been  pleafed  to  make  on  all  claflTes  of  the 
community.  But  th«y  take  tlie  liberty  to  repeat  to  your  Lord- 
lhip<  their  decided  opinion,  that  this  ran  only  be  done  by  the 
adoption  of  detailed  meafurcs  for  the  purpofe,  grounded  on  a 
deliberate  convif^ion  of  that  necelfity,  the  exiftencc  of  which  has, 
on  the  fulleil  inveftigation,  been  clearly  proved  to  the  Committees' 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

With  a  view  to  bring  niore  particularly  before  your  Lordfliips 
the  cofinderarion  of  the  different  refources  to  which  recourfe  may 
be  had  on  this  occafion,  to  economize  the  confumption  of  wheat, 
the  Lords  Committees  have  entered  very  extenlively  into  this 
t>ranch  of  the  fubje6l  referred  to  them. 

The  moft  natural  and  obvious  fubftitutes  for  wheat  are  the  other 
gi*ains  of  the  growth  of  this  kingdom,  barley,  oats,  and  rye. 
'  With  refpeft  to  ihef^,  the  Lords  Committees  have  been  in- 
formed that  a  much  larger  proportion  than  is  perhaps  generally 
vnderflood,  of  tihe  northern  parrs  of  England,  has  always  conti- 
nued in  the  habit  of  confuming  oaten  bread,  and  that  in  the  mid- 
land and  weflern  counties,  barley  enters  largely  into  the  food  of 
the  labouring  clafleS,  and  tbey  truft  that  the^e  farts,  ftrongly  urged 
and  imprefied  upon  the  public  mind,  will  tend  to  remove  an  ill- 
founded  prejudice  which  youf  Committee  are  informed  ftill  exifts 
in  this  metropolis,  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  againft  the  ufe  of  any 
other  bread  than  that  made  from  the  fineft  wheaten  flour. 

The  Lords  Committees  have  found,  that  in  moft  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  where  the  inhabitants  had  formerlj'  been  accuftomed  to 
tiie  ufe  of  bread  made  with  a  mixture  .of  barley,  or  with  barley 
alone,  and  where,  within  a  few  years,  that  diet  had  been  partially 
changed  for  wheaten  bread,  recourfe  had  almoft  univerially  been 
■had  to  their  former  food  ;  and  that,  in  fome  parts  of  this  kingdom, ' 
where  mixed  bread  had  not  before  been  brought  into  general  ufe, 
this  mode  (which  your  Committee  conceive  to  be  far  the  bcft)  of 
ccooQjnizing  wheat,  has  recentlv  been  adopted. 

Ap.  1800.  '    i  BARLEY. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


66  APFBin>tat. 


BARLEY. 

The  tcftimonics  of  all  ^hc  perfons*  from  the  different  counties, 
who  have  been  examined  on  this  pomt,  arc  uniformly  in  favour  of 
barley,  as  the  moil  nourifhing  and  cheaped  article  of  food,  whe- 
ther as  an  entire  fubftiiute  for  the  ufe  of  wheaten  bread,  or  in  mix- 
tures with  wheaten  or  other  flour. 

It  is  Rated  to  your  Committee,  that  in  a  confiderable  part  of 
Devon flii re  little  clfe  is  ufed  am9ng  the  poorer  claflcs  than  bread 
made  entirely  o^  barley  i  that  in  ordinary  years  one-eight  part  of 
the'confumption  of  the  county  of  Do»  fet  is  in  barley,  and  that  lUjs 
year  it  has  been  one-fourth  ;  and  on  the  hills,  in  Gloucefterlhire, 
It  has  has  been  ufed  with  wheat,  in  the  proportion  of  one-half, 
and  in  the  vale  part  of  the  fane  county,  in  that  of  one-thud. 
That  in  fome  parilhes  of  Nottingham flii re  the  fubddenre  of  the 
poorer  clafR-s  has  been  confined  to  barley  alone ;  that  in  many 
parrs  Northampton fliire  and  Huntingdonfhire,  and  other  of, the 
in idland  counties,  they  ufe  bread  made  entirely  of  barley  ;  that  the 
ufe  ot  mixed  breaJ  has  become  general  in  parts  of  Bediordfhire 
and  Buckinghamihire  .  that  in  Lincolnfaire  the  poorer  clafles  who 
(within  the  memory  of  the  perfon  from  whom  this  teeftimony  was 
received)  had  exchanged  the  ufe  of  barley  bread  for  wheaten,  re- 
turned laft  year  to  barley  bread;  that  in  YorkQiire  and  Lancaihire 
the  uft  of  it  has  been  much  extended  ;  and  that  in  Scotland  a  con- 
fiderable quantity  of  barley  meal  was  fubftituted  for  oats  during  the 
laft  feafon,  and  has  given.fatisfaflion.  *' 

The  information  thus  received  of  the  great  iorreafe  of  the  ufe 
of  this  grain  is  the  more  fatisfai^ory  to  the  Committee,  from  the 
circumftances  of  the  knowledge  they  had  already  arquired  of  the 
fiiperior  quality  of  the  flour  produced  from  it  in  the  prcfent  year  ; 
and  the  increafed  demand  appears  to  them  to  afford  a  fufficieot 
reafon  for  the  high  price  of  this  article^  notwithftanding  the 
crop  has  been  proportionably  much  more  productive  than  that  of 
wheat: 

That  an  article  now  of  fuch  general  ufe  is,  in  no  degree,  pre- 
judicial to  health,  it  is  hardly  neceflary  to  (late  But  Jeail  any 
doubt  fhould  be  entertained  on  this  fubje^  by  thofe  who  have  not 
bee-^  in  the  habit  of  feeing  its  effects,  the  Commictce  thing  it  right 
to  nocntioR,  that  on  information,  refpe(5ling  places  where  it  has 
been  uled  txclufivcly  through  the  whole  year,  it  appears  in  evi- 
dence, that  the  inhabitants  have  been  at  leafl  as  healthy  as  with 
the  ufe  of  any  other  food  ;  and  the  Committee  are  informed,  that 
one  of  the  bed  proportions  in  which  it  can  be  mixed  with  wheat» 
where  it  is  not  ufed  alone^  is  one  half  barley  to  a  like  quantity  of 
wheat. 

OATS. 
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OATS. 

With  rcfpeft  to  oats,  the  crop  of  which,  in  England,  appears  to 
have  been  equal  to  an  average  crop,  the  Committee  find,  that  the 
confumption  of  this  article,  which  is  ufed  aimoft  univcrfally  in 
Scotland  and  in  fome  of  the  l)ordering  counties  of  England,  has 
alfo  been  confidcrably  ejftended  in  Lancafhirc  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  as  no  race  of  men  is  more  hardy  than  that 
of  the  inhabitants  of  thofc  counties  where  this  nrticie  is  the  general 
food,  the  Committee  think,  that  it  muft  be  confidered  as  a  valuable 
fubftitute  for  wheat  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  where  it  is  not 
yet  brought  into  general  ufe. 

It  may  be  ground  in  equal  proportions  with  wheat  or  with  bar* 
ky ;  and  either  of  thcfe  mixtures  will,  as  the  Committee  are  in- 
/formed,  make  a  palatable  and  nutritious  bread. 

R  Y  E. 

Viye  is  an  article  lefs  generally  confumed  in  this  kingdom  than 
either  of  the  preceding  grains ;  but  it  is  ufed  alone  in  bread  araongft 
the  pitmen  and  otiier  labourers  of  the  county  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland.  It  is  mixed  with  wheat  in  fome  parts  of  the 
north,  and  experiments  have  been  fuccefsfully  made  by  mixing  it 
with  other  grain  for  bread. 

PEASE  AND  POTATOES^ 

The  Lords  Committees  alfo  call  the  attention  of  your  Lordftiips 
to  the  ufe  of  peafe  in  various  nnethods,  particularly  in  foups,  for 
the  labouring  dalles,  and  in  mixed  breaas,  and  alfo  that  of  pota« 
toes,  which  have,  by  rapid  degrees  within  the  laft  twenty  years, 
been  introduced  as  a  very  general  food  among  all  defcrtptions  of 
perfons. 

RICE. 

Your  Lordfhips  Committee  next  prodbed  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  article  of  Rice.  •  They  have  great  fatisfadion  in  confirming 
to  your  Lordfliips  the  information  contained  in  the  Beport  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  of  the  expectation  of  a 
large  importation  of  this  excellent  and .  nutritious  food.  They 
have  heard  from  all  parts  of  the  counti*y  where  this  lubftitute  has 

-  been  introduced,  that  the  utinoli  fatisfaaion  has  tnfen,  whenever 
its  advantages,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  Ihould  be  applied^  have  been 
underflood  ;  and  at  your  Committee  arc  aware,  that  the  raoft  de- 
tailed inflru£lions  are  necefTary  in  order  to  bring  into  genesal  ufe  a 
fubflitute  of  the  nature  of  Rice,  which  can  onUr  be  rendefed  fully 

.  advantageous  as  a  food  of  man,  by  atcention  to  fome  circumllanccs 
in  the  modes  of  preparing  it,  the  knowledge  of  which  ^nofwith- 
^landing  the  highly  commendable  endeavours  ufed  for  that  purpo^, 

i  a  pirti- 
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particularly  by  the  Society,  fpr  the  bettering  the  condition  of  tfte^ 
poor)  is  not  yet  ,univcrfally  difFufed,  they  have  thought  it  neceflary 
m  this  ca(£,  and  in  others  which  they  have  fubmitteo^  andpropofed 
to  fubiujt  to  your  Lorddiips,  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  in  the 
Appendix  of  this  Report,  confident  that  by  fuch  meaus  they  are 
mod  likely  to  further  the  great  end  of  economy  in  the  confumption 
of  grai^,  and  efpecially  of  wheat. 

i  ^he  ufe  of  Rice  is  very  beneficial  where  it  is  mixed  with,  wheat, 
and  other  grain,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  bread. 

Such  bread  is  ftatcd  to  your  Committee  to  have  been  made,  and 
readily  purchaftd  by  the  puorer  clafles  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gloucefter,  and  alfo  in  a  part  of  SuflTex.  And  bread  made  of  four 
parts  wheat  and  one*  part  rice  is  now  made  in  London,  and  fold  in 
conliderabie  quantities,  at  a-  price  below  that  of  the  wheaten  loaf. 
It  has  alfo  been  fuccefsfuliy  tried  for  a  confiderable  period  in  private 
families. 

B«t  the  Committee  do  not  confider  the  ufe  of  rice  in  bread  as 
the  mofl  economical  or  advantageous  way  of  applying  this  article 
to  the  food  of  the  labouring  clafles.  A  great  variety  of  informa- 
tion has  fatisficd  them,  that  more  food  is  produced  from  it,  by  fomc 
of  the  other  nierliods,  of  which  particular  accounts  are  flated  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  11.,  and  they  are  enabled  to  add,  from  the  con- 
current teffimony  of  perfons  from  aJmoft  every  part  of  tlie  king- 
dom, that  wherever  this  article  has  been  introduced,  it  has  been 
found  to  afford  both  a  palatable  and  nutritious  food.  In  Rutland- 
(hire,  particularly,  they  have  been  informed  that  it  is  now  generally 
tiftfd,  by  full  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants. 

INDIAN  CORN. 

Your  Committee  havp  received  very  fetisfaftory  iofoirmacion  of 
the  great  advantages  which  have  accrued  from  the  ufe  of  Indian 
Corn,  where  it  has  been  tried,  both  as  food  for  man  and  for  horfes, 
and  they  have  alfo  the  fatisfaftion  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the 
importation  of  this  grain,  which  has  formerly  been  inconfiderable, 
may  in  future  be  much  enlarged. 

They  have  not  learnt  that  tlie  ufe  of  this  article  has,  as  yet,  be- 
come general  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom ;  but  ©n-  trials  that  have 
been  made  of  it  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  it  has  been  found 
to  anfwer  perfeflly  well,  a4ui  to  afford  n  peculiarly  cheap  and  nu- 
tritious fo<xJ ;'.  and  it  is  well  known,  that  in  America  it  condii* 
tutes  a  confiderabte  part  of  the  food  of  all  claffes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  are  io  attached  to  it,  that,  when  in  this  country,  they 
frequently  procure  it  by  importation  for  their  own  confumption. 
It  may  be  ground  Into  meal  by  the  ordinary  proccfs,  or  may  be 
ufed  when  only  brokeu^  according  to  the  modes  dated  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, No.  III. 

As  food  for  horfes  it  is  very  nouri filing  and' healthy  ;  it  is  in 
general  ufe  for  this  purpoC?  alfoia  America,  and  is  confidered^as 

more 
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Wbre  fti%»gtbening  than  oats»  being  giveu  only  in  proportion  of 
one  half  of  that  grain. 

Its  ordinary  price  in  America  iailated  to  your  Committee  to  be 
one-third  lefsthan  wheats  and  there  appears  reafon  to  believe, 
that  even  in  the  prefect  year  confiderable  quantities  may  be  imr 
ported. 

To  the  confideration  of  thefe  articles  of  "grain  your  Committee 
thought  it  neceifary  to  add  that  of  fifii,  of  meat,  and  of  foups,  in  fo 
far  as  thcfe  app.ared  to  a^ord  the  means  of  £ood  for  the  more  nu* 
merous  clafles  of  their  feliow*fubje£ts. 

FISH. 

Oa  the  Hrd  of  thefe  points  all  they  coidd  have  dated  to  the 
Houfe  has  been  anticipated  by  the  fccotid  Report  of^  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Houfe  of  Comntons,  which  has  been  conimunicated  to 
your  Lordfliips  and  referred  to  this  Comnuttee.  They  highly  ap- 
prove the  meafure  already  taken  on  the  fubjeiEt,  and  if  Efficient 
encouragement  be  given  by  parliament  to  the  plan  there  detailed, 
and  if  the  zeal  of  individuals,  and  of  thole  with  whom  refts  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  pariibes,  particularly  in  the  metropolis*  be  direAed 
to  it,  the  Committee  are  fanguine  in  their  expedation  of  its  being 
produ^ive  of  the  moft  extenfive  advantages, 

MEAT. 

With  refpeft  to  meat,  iti  has  been  ftated  to  the  ConMnktee,  that 
the  cheaper  parts  of  beef  and  mutton  may  be  applied  with  great 
advantage  in  point  of  expence*  to  the  food  of  labourers,  partici^ 
larly  if  mixed  with  rice. 

But  there  is  another  refource  which  might  be  reforted  to,  and 
that  to  a  confiderable  extent. 

Your  Conimittee  have  learnt  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  fak 
beef  now  in  the  London  ntarkets^  and  that  more  is  daily  expe^ed 
from  Ireland,  where  the  price  is  condderably  lower  than  laft  year. 
This  beef  is  now  fold  at  'fuch  a  price,  as  that  it  may  be  applied  with 
very  great  advantage  to  the  food  of  the  poorer  claiGbs,  efpecially  If 
mioed  with  rice.  In  Scotland  it  is  uled  in  broth  and  mixed  with 
•  vegetables  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  any  general  ufe  ia 
England,  though  upon  the  trials  hitherto  made  by  mixing  it  .with 
rice,  and  with  peaie,  it  has  been  received  as  a  very  acceptable  ar* 
tide  of  food,  particularly  as  a  fubditute  for  bacon,  the  price  of 
which  is  now  um^fually  high. 

SOUPS. 

Soups  were  lafl  winter  diflributed  in  confiderable  quijntiile.> 
particularly  in  the  metropolis ;  and  it  is  dated  that  two-thirds  of 
the  expence  that  would  nave  been  incurred  'n\  the  ufual  mode  of 
parifh  relief,  has  thus  been  faved,  and  that  greatly  to  the  advantage 
<>f  the  peribos  receiving  this  aid. 

YOtfT 
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Your  Committee  catinot  too  (Irongly  cxprcft  their  Tdife  of  di« 
infinite  advantages  that  have  been  derived  from  thefe  excellent  io- 
ftinnions,  which  they  have  the  fatisfaction  to  know,  have  bce» 
imitated  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  both  by  the  benevolen6» 
of  individuale,  and  alfo  by  the  well  applied  zeal  and  difcretion  of 
parochial  officers.  Ever}'  degree  of  encouragement  ihould,  in  th< 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  be  given  to  the  continuance  of  this 
fyftem,  which  is  peculiarly  beneficial,  not  only  to  thofe  perfdns 
who  aftually  receive  parochial  relief,  but  alfo  to  thofe,  who  not 
receiving  fuch  relief,  yet  neverthelefs  feel  moft  feverely  the  prcf- 
fure  from  the  prefent  dearth  of  provifions.  And  your  Commit- 
tee has  been  informed,  that  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  ways  of  giving 
this  encouragement,  would  be  the  difufe  of  foupor  gravy  meats 
In  opulent  families,  by  which  means  the  coarfer,  but  not  lefs  nou*- 
rifhmg  pieces,  would  be  fold  at  a  reduced  price  to  thefe  eftalifii* 
roents,  or  for  the  confumption  of  poorer  families. 

The  Lords  Committees  having  thus  cnlled  your  Lordihips  atten- 
tion to  the  modes  in  which  theie  fubftitutcs  of  our  own  growth 
and  of  importation  can  be  ufcd,  proccfd  to  give  your  Lordihips 
Jtheir  humble  opinion  with  refpe^l  to  the  economical  confumption 
of  them  ;  but  before  they  proceed  to  obferve  on  this  fubjcft,  they 
think  proper  to  flate,  with  refpecl  to  wheat,  although  the  defici* 
ency  of  the  crop  may  be  calculated  at   not  much   more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  average  growth,  they  cannot  but  moft  earneftly  re- 
commend an  endeavour  to  reduce  their  confumption  of  that  grain 
in  the  proportion  of  at  leaft  one-third,  as  required  by  his  Majefty^s 
royal  proclamation,  fuch  reduftion  ap))earing  to  them  abfolutely 
neceflary,  taking  into  confideiation  the  want  of  ftock  in  hand, 
the  deficiency  above  ftated,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  lixih  of  the 
crop,  which  may  be  taken  as  the  quantity  already  ufed  for  feed. 
They  are   unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  entire  ufe  of  pure 
Whbaten  FlcJur,  and  the  ufe  of  pure  Wheaten  Bread,  other 
than  fuch  as  fliall  be  made  of  the  whole  Meal  (the  broad  Bran 
only  being  excluded),  (liould  be  wholly  difcontinued  ;  that  a  mix- 
ture of  at  leaft  one-third  of  other  grain  (liould  be  ufed  where  it 
can  be  procured  ;  and  further,  that  fuch  reduftion   in  the  con- 
fumption even  of  bread  fo  mixed,  ftiould  be  made  from  the  ufual 
allowance  in  families   (where  other  articles  of  food  can   be  pro- 
vided) as  may  bring  it  to  one  quartern  loaf  per  head  per  week, 
or  even  lefs,  as  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  from  information 
which  they  have  received,  that  Jefs  will  be  fufficient  in  fuch  fami- 
lies.    With  refpedl  to  barley,  which  your  Committee  have  ftated 
as  the  firft  fubftitute  to  be  refoited  to  in  a  fcarcity  of  wheat,  they 
fee,  with  great  fatisfaAion,  that  laws  have  been  paifed  to  prevent 
the  uie  of  barley  in  the  diftilleries,  and  to  allow  of  fuch  alterations 
in  the  method  of  making  malt  from  fuch  barley  as  is  not  fit  for 
the  food  of  man^,  as  to  introduce  fo  much  larger  a  proportion  of 
this  grain  to  be  ufed  as  bread.     The  Lords  Committees  have,  for 
a  fimilar  reafon,  great  fatisfa£tion  in  obferving,  that  the  attention 
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of  all  perfon0  it  called  by  his  Majefly*s  proclamatioi^  to  the  utmoft 

faving  in  the  ufc  of  oats  by  horfes,'  as  thfcy  arc  informed  that  a 
laving  may  be  made  ot  at  leaft  one-fourth,  in  the  ordinary  method 
of  feeding  horfes  not  ufed  for  the  hardcft  work,  particularly  by 
the  mode  lately  adopted  with  the  beft  cffeA,  in  th^  metropolis,  (as 
given  in  evidence  before  your  Committee),  namely,  by  mixing 
chopped  hay  and  draw  with  oats  fo  given. 

PART  THIRD. 

I 

FREEDOM  OF  CIRCULATION. 

Your  Cogfimittec  feel  themfelves  ftrongly  called  upon  to  point 
out  the  great  importance  of  prtrft^-ving  the  commerce  and  circu- 
Ihtion  ot  grain  in  the  interior  of  this  kingdom  perfectly  free  and 
-oiK-n,  as  the  only  method-  of  preferving  any  degree  of  level 
tiir')ugh  the  different  markets  of  this  kingdom,  and  as  the  mod 
efficient  means  of  fecuring  to  the  coitfumcr  bread  at  the  cheapeft 
rate. 

It  has  clearly  appeared  to  your  Commirtee,  by  the  evidence  of 
the  \virnrf!ts  examined,  that  ail  obflru£lions  to  the  purchafe  or 
removal  of  gram,  and  every  event  whjch  created  apprehenfions 
in  the  minds  either  of  the  farmers  or  of  the  dealers  m  corn,  as 
to  the  fecuiiiy  and  freedom  of  their  trade,  have  uniformly  tended 
to  .raife  the  price,  and  have,  in  many  indances,  proved  highly 
injurious  to  the  commutiity  at  large,  particularly  by  rendering 
difficult  in  one  place,  as  ftated  to  your  Committee,  the  circu- 
lation of  feed  corn,  and  abfolutcly,  in  (bme  inftances,  prevent- 
ing the  baking  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of  bread  for  the  ufual  con* 
fumption. 

As  far  as  has  appeared  to  youc  Committee  (and  they  have  not 
neglected  to  examine,  extenfively,  as  to  the  exigence  of  the  fup* 
poied  combinations  and  fraudulent  pi-a^tices  of  unfair  dealers) 
they  have  not  been  able  to  trace,  in  any  one  ]iillance»  any  thing 
more  than  fuch  fufpicious  and  vague  reports  as  ufually  prevail  in 
times  of  fcarcity  ;  and  they  are  ot  opinions,  that  what  have  been 
reprefented  as  deep  fchemes  and  fraudulent  pra^ices  to  raife  the 
market,  have  been  only  the  common  and  ufual  proceedings  of 
dealers  in  all  articles  of  commerce,  where  there  is  a  great  demand, 
and  where  great  capitals  and  great  adivit^  are  emplovcd. 

Your  Committee  do  not  take  upon  them  to  determine  that  no 
abuies  have  been  in  any  inflance  committed  by  individuals ;  but  in 
the  ti'ade  at  large  they  have  hitherto  perceived  no  injurious  fyflcm 
to  prevail;  and  they  are  confident  the  fullefland  modample  pro- 
tection ought  to  be  afforded  to  all  dealers  in  corn  by  the  legifla- 
ture  and, by  the magiflrates,  not  only  from  attention  to  that  general 
principle  of  fecurity  and  freedom  of  commerce  which  is  confor- 
mable to  the  fyflem  of  our  laws  and  government,  but  alfo  becaufe 
perfons  engaged  in  this  branch  of  trade  are  highly  ufeful,  and  even 
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ueccfTary  for  the  di!c  and  regular  fupply  of  the  markets,  and  may, 
therefore,  be  confidered  as  rendering  an  important  iervice  to  the 
people  at  large, 

CONCLUSION. 

In  advtroiig  to  the  matter  refened  to  them  upon  the  extend  ▼ 
fcale  on  which  the  Lords  Committees  thought  it  their  duty  to 
confider  it,  they  are  desirous  of  touching  upon  fome  of  the  other 
points  connected  With  it,  to  which  they  alluded  in  the  commence- 
ment of  their  report,  although  tliey  do  not  feci  t<>tmrclves  fuffi- 
ciently  informed  to  report  any  detailed  opinion  to  the  Houfe.  The 
means  of  preventing  the  i^ecurrence  of  fuch  difficuhies  as  are  now 
experienced*  are  naturally  connedled  with  the  confideration  of  the 
mode  of  relieving  the  prefent  prefTure. 

Your  Committee  have  eveiy  rcafon  to  believe,  that  although 
from  ihc  recency  of  many  of  the  incJofures,  the  full  advantage 
which  may  be  expected  ft'om  them  has  not  yet  been  derived,  thev 
have  unqueftionabhr,  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  agricul* 
ture,  and  an  increafed  quantity  of  human  food.  Your  Committee, 
therefoj«,  entertain  no  doubt  that  infinite  benefit  will  refult 
from  a  ilill  further  encouragement ^to  incloiures  in  general,  and 
particularly  of  wafle  and  uncultivated  lands;  a  meafure  that  they 
deem  themfeives  bound  to  recommend  in  the  fVronged  manner,  in 
the  full  expediation  that  the  inclofure  of  thofe  lands  would,  in  it- 
felf,  afford  the  moft  effe^ual  means  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
the  deficiency  of  srain,  from  which  the  prefttnt  inconveniencies 
are  expenenced.  It  has  further  appeared  to  your  Committee  in 
the  courfe  of  their  enquiry,  that  the  inundations  in  the  Fens, 
which  took  place  in  the  year  1795,  and  in  the  years  17^)9  and 
ISOO,  have  confiderably  diminiibed  the  ordinary  fupply  of  oats  of 
our  own  erowth,  of  which  a  proportion  equal  to  one-third  is  cal- 
culated to  be  the  produce  of  that  oiftricl  of  country  which  indudes 
the  Fens  of  Lincolniliire^  Cambridge(hire,  Norfolk,  Huntingdon- 
ihire,  and  Northamptonfhire.  They  have  alfo  been  afliired  on 
tlic  fame  authorities,  that  if  the  drainage  of  the  Fens  were  rendered 
more  iecure  by  an  improvement  of  the  outfall  to  the  fea,  a  very 
confidernble  addition  (pay  be  expe6ted  to  the  national  produce  of 
tverv  dcrfcription. 

They  are  laiiher  of  opinion,  that  ft  may  be  expedient  to  exiw 
mine  the  trffet^h  of  the  prefent  laws,  as  well  as  fuch  as  affe6^  im- 
portation and  exportation,  as  thofe  which  regulate  the  interna] 
commerce  of  grain,  to  remove  what  has  almoll  univerfally  been 
liated  to  your  Loidfliips  Committee  as  a  very  great  and  material 
inconvenience^  viz.  The  difference  of  the  meaiures  for  the  fale  of 
corn  throughout  the  kingdom^  and  to  invefligate  whether  the  (ale 
of  rorn  by  weight,  or  the  fale  by  weight  and  meafure  combinedf 
would  iiQi  be  more  advantageous  than  bv  meafure  alone. 
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The  Lards  Committees  had  entertained  an  anxious  wifli  to  con- 
Yiefb  with  this  report  fome  more  detailed  opinions  upon  AibjeAsef 
tills  extreme  importance.  They  have  found  it  impofliblc,  coniift- 
cntly  with  the  more  preffing  fubjech  of  this  report,  to  enter  at 
large  upon  thefe  topics  ;  but  they  conceive,  and  humbly  fuggeft» 
that  an  enquiry  into  them  may  be  purfued  with  advantage  in  a 
future  feflion  of  parliament.  '' 


APPENDIX,  No.  I. 

Shewing  the  State  of  the  Crops  at  the  late  harvcH,  and  the 
ftore  of  corn  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England,  Wales, 
and  Scotland. 

BEDFORDSHIRE. 

Proportion  of  an  average  crop  at  the  late  harvefl,  as  ftated  by 

Evidence. 

The  ccnfumption  of  the  new  crop  began  two  or  thi-ec  months 
fooner  than  ufual,  owing  to  theftocfcof  oid  com  having  been  ex- 
hauded  when  the  harvell  was  got  in,  of  which  there  had  generally 
been,  in  former  years,  at  leaft  three  months  confumption  in  hand; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  importation,  there  would  have  been  a  flill 
more  coniiderabJe  deficiency.  The  fcarcity  was  fo  great,  that  the 
millers  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  wheat  with  which  to 
furniOi  the  bakers  with  £our. 

The  land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799.  1800,  was  lefs  than  ufual, 
owing  to  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon. 

Berkshire. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  much 
fooner  than  ufual,  there  being  fcarcely  any  old  corn  in  hand,  the 
leaft  quantity  ever  remembered,  though  in  general  one  third  or  one* 
fourth  of  the  prec? <!ing  crop  remained  in  hand. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  17999  1600,  lefs  tlian  ufual,  on  account 
of  the  wet. 

BucKiNOHAMsfiiaE.^The  confumption  of  the  nc^  crop  began 
much  fooner  than  ufual,  there  being  but  little  of  the  ftock  of  old 
corn  remaining,  inilead  of  the  general  ftore  of  three  months  con- 
fumption ;  in  fbme  parts  the  old  ftock  M'as  quite  exhautied,  and 
the  confumption  began  ten  weeks  fooner  than  ufual ;  in  general, 
one-fifth  of  the  year's  produce  remained  in  hand,  but  this  year 
none;  in  other  parts  one-eighth  remained,  but  in  general  one-third. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799,  1800,  not  fo  much  as  ufual,  on 
account  of  the  unfavourable  feafon. 

In  fome  parts  the  fame  quantity  as  ufual,  in  others,  lefs  wheat  and 
lUore  barley. 

Ap.  1800.  k  Cam- 
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Camb«ii>ge8RIR£.— The  cx^nfumption  of  the  new  crop  begart 
two  months  fooncr  than  ufual,  owing  to  there  not  being  more  than 
a  fortnigh't's  confumption  of  old  corn  in  hand,  which  in  general 
was  fufficient  to  lad  to  Chriftmas. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799*  1800,notfo  much  as  ufual,  par- 
ticularly on  the  Fens,  on  account  of  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon  ;  of' 
other  grain  the  ufual  quantity  was  fown. 

.  Cheshire. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  almoft 
immediately,  the  (lock  of  old  corn  being  nearly  exhaufted,  though 
in  general  there  ufcd  to  be  enough  for  two  months  confumption. 
Land  fown  with  wheat  in  17999  1800»  nearly  the  fame  as  ufual. 

(^oRNWALL.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  direflly, 
the  (lock  of  old  corn  being  nearly  confumed  before  the  harveft. 
The  country  feldom  produces  enough  for  its  own  confumption  ; 
it  is  affifted  by  importation,  without  which  the  people  this  year 
would  have  been  greatly  diftrefled,  particularly  the  miners/  for 
whofe  relief  fubfcriptions  were  made  to  the  extent  of  10,0001.  for 
the  purchafe  of  corn. 

Derbyshire. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  much 
fooner  than  ufual,  very  little  of  the  old  flock  of  corn  being  left  at 
the  end  of  September,  though  in  general  there  ufed  to  be  that  of 
two  or  three  mortths  confumption. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799*  1800,  not  fdmuch  as  ufual,  the 
wet  preventing  the  flrong  land  being  fown. ' 

Devonshire. — Confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  fooncr 
than  ufual,  there  being  very  little  flock  of  old  corn  in  hand  at  bar- 
vefl  time,  and  now  hardly  any.  > 

DoRSETSHiRB.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  fooner 
than  ufual ;  at  the  end  of  harvefl  (about  the  10th  September) 
there  was  in  hand  only^iive  weeks  confumption,  including  foreign 
corn  in  the  ports  of  Poole,  Plymouth,  and  Lyme  ;  the  flock  in  ge- 
neral being  fufficient  to  lafl  till  Chriflmas. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  1800,  not  fo  much  as  ufual,  on 
account  of  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon. 

DuRHAM.-^The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  much 
fooner  than  ufual,  there  being  but  one  month's  confumption  in  the 
county,  tnflead  of  flour,  the  ordinary  flock  of  old  grain. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1792,  1800,  the  fame  as  ufual. 

£ss£3(. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  as  foon  as  it 
was  fit  for  the  flail.  When  there  is  an  average  crop,  little  of  the 
new  crop,  excepting  for  feed,  is  threflied  till  after  Chriflmas ;  but 
of  tbeprefcnt  it  is  calculated  that  a  quarter  is  already  gone  to  roar- 
liet.  The  flock  in  hand  at  the  harvdl  was  not  above  fix  weeks 
coofumption  inllead  of  that  of  three  months. 

Land 
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Land  fown  with  wheat  in  17^99  i^^o,  led  quantity  than  ufual, 
Od:  account  of  the  uncommon  wetnefs  of  the  (eafon. 

GLoucESTERSRiRE.-^The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began 
much  fooner  than  ufiial,  the  millers  and  bakers  bavin]^  only  enough 
for  one  week,  indead  of  the  ufual  flock  of  fix  weeks  confumption, 
and  taking  the  (lock  of  tlie  farmers  together  with  theirs,  there  was 
but  one  month*8  confumption  inflead  of  three;  for  the  two  lafl 
months  preceding  the  harvefl,  the  city  of  Glouceller  was  fuppUed 
chiefly  with  foreign  M^heat. 

Land  ibwn  with  wheat  in  17999  1800,  not  fo  much  as  ufual. 

Hampshire,  and  Isle  of  WtCHT. — ^The  confumption  of  the 
new  crop  began  fooner  than  ufual,  the  flock  of  old  corn  in  hand  be- 
ing the  leafl  ever  remembered ;  in  general  there  was  three  months 
confumption. 

Lands  fown  with  wheat  in  1799*  1800,  not  fo  much  as  ufuaJ^ 
owing  to  the  bad  fowing  feafon. 

HEREFORDSinRE.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began 
three  months  fooner  than  ufua),  the  flock  of  old  corn  in  hand  be- 
ing hardly  any,  inflead  of  three  months  confumption  ;  threfliing^ 
except  for  feldom  not  beginning  in  general  till  after  Chriflmas. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  i7^9>  1800,  full  as  much  as  ufual. 

Hertfordshire.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began 
fooner  than  ufual ;  one-third  of  the  new  crop  ali^ady  threfaed  ouc  s 
by  the  grower. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  1800,  about  as  much  as  ufual  { 
though  in  fome  places  the  wet  prevented  its  being  fown. 

Huntingdonshire.— The  confumption  of  the  ne.w  prop  began 
not  fooner  than  ufuaU  as  the  rains  which  fell  at  the  harvefl  pre- 
vented its  being  ready  for  ufe  immediately.  The  flock  of  old  corn 
in  hand  was  very  much  under. the  ufual  average. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799,.  1300,  not  near  fo  much  as 
ufual^wing  to  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  particularly  in  the  Fens^ 
where  little  or  none  was  fown. 

Kent.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  much  fooner 
than  ufual,  almoft  as  foon  as  it  could  be  threfhed  out,  the  flock  in 
hand  being  the  fmallefl  ever  known,  there  not  being  enough  in 
fome  parts  for  the  daily  employment  of  the  millers.  In  general 
there  is  about  fix  weeks  or  two  months  confumption  left. 

l^and  fown  with  wheat  in  1799>  1800,  lefsthan  ufual  in  the  Au- 
tumn, but  more  in  the  Spring. 

Lancashire. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  two 
month?  fooner  than  ufual  ;  the  flock  of  old  corn  in  hand  not  being 
more  than  one-fixth  of  what  is  ufual. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  I799j  1800,  near  a  fourth  more  than 
ufual. 

k  2  Lei- 
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Leicestershire.— The  coiifumption  of  iht  new  crop  being 
much  Ittoner  than  ufual ;  in  many  paridies  there  were  not  more 
than  126  buiheis  of  wheat  remaining  in  the  hands  (A  the  farmers 
at  the  harveft  ,•  in  general  the  ftock  in  hand  was  about  three  months 
confumption,  but  the  late  (lock  being  nearly  exhaufted,  the  new- 
crop  was  begun  upon  immediately. 

Land  iown  with  wheat  in  1799»  >3oo,  more  than  ufual. 

LiNCOLvsHiRv. — The  confiimption  of  the  new  crop  began  s» 
foon  as  it  could  be  made  fit  for  grinding,  as  there  was  fcarcely  any 
bread  corn  left  at  the  late  harveft ;  (bme  foreign  corn  and  fouie 
damaged  barley  being  the  only  ilock  in  hand,  iiiftead  of  the  ufual 
one  of  three  months  confumption. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799, 1800,  the  fame  as  ufual,  as  people 
were  anxious  to  get  their  corn  into  the  ground  on  account  of  the 
high  price. 

Middlesex. — The  confumption. of  the  new  crop  began  foonc^ 
than  ufual,  for  although  there  is  in  general  but  little  ftock  in  hand 
in  Middlefex,  yet  at  the  bie  barveft  there  was  hardly  any  at  alJ^ 
there  not  being  above  one  man  near  Hedoa  who  had  a  load  of 
^heat. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  fn  1799,  1800,  not  fo'much  as  ufual^ 
on  account  of  the  wet,  and  a  good  deal  of  what  was  fownperidied* 

Monmouthshire. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began 
three  months  fooner  than  ufual ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  im- 
portatioo  of  grain  into  the  county, -there  would  not  hxive  been  any 
llockof  old  corn  in  hand  in  Augud,  in  general  there  being  three 
months  confumption. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  17*)%  1800,  not  quite  fo  much  as 
ufual^  but  the  difference  not  very  conlidcrable. 

Norfolk. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  immedU 
atcly  after  harvell,  there  being  little  or  no  wheat  in  the  county, 
and  not  above  one  month*s  conitimptioa  at  Norwich  at  the  faarvefl 
time. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  17,99,  iSoo,  as  much  or  nwre  than 
ufual,  there  being  no  iinpedinicnt,  and  the  farmers  being  induced 
by  the  high  price. 

Northamptonshire. — The  confumption  of  the. new  crop  bc^ 
gan  three  months  fooner  than  ufual;  tor,  inl^ead  of  thix'c  months 
confumption,  the  flock  of  c5id  corn  in  hand  v»'.is  fo  fmall,  that  had 
it  not  been  for  importation,  much  diftrefs  would  have  enfued,  al- 
though the  harvelt  began  three  weeks  foouer  than  ufual. 

Land  fown  with  whea^t  in  1709,  1800,  not  fo  much  as  ufual^ 
with  other  grain  the  fame  quantity  as  in  general. 

NoRTHUMBF.  RLAND. — "^nieconfumption  of  the  new  crop  began 
full  two  months  fooner  than  ufual,  anu  what  little  of  the  old  wheat 
wa»  ief:  in  hand^  was  extremely  bad.      In  general  there  is  three 

months 
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months  confumption  of  old  corn,  biit  this  barveft  fcarcely^one 
month's. 

Land  ib^n  with  wheat  in  1799$  ^^oo^  l^^s  ^^^n  ufual,  owing  to 
the  itu:)ea)ency  of  the  feafon  ;  many  acres  defined  for^whieat  n/ere . 
fown  with  other  grain,  and  iome  left  enCireiy  unfowu. 

Nottinghamshire.— The  conftmptionof  the  crop  began  much 
fooner  than  ufual,  there  not  being  in  hand  at  the  end  of  Auguit 
more  than  three  weeks  confumption,  indead  of  the  ufaal  fiock  of 
from  two  to  three  months  confumption. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  ITQ^jt  iSoo,  as  much  as  ufttal,  and 
more  with  potatoes. 

OxFOtDSHiRE. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  two 
months  fooner  than  ufual,  the  whole  of  the  former  year's  produce 
being  nearly  confumed  when  harveft  commenced.  The  ordinary 
ftock  of  old  corn  was  about  three  months  confumption. 

Land  .fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  1800,  confidcrably  lefs  than 
ufuaU  being  tn  too  wet  a  date  to  receive  the  feed ;  of  oats  more 
was  fo>xrn,  and  the  ufual  quantity  of  other  gram. 

Rutlandshire. — ^The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  a 
great  deal  fooner  than  ufual,  almoft  immediately  after  the  harveft^  • 
about  the  middle  of  September.    In  general  there  ufed  to  be  about 
three  months  confumption  of  old  corn  in  hand,  but  this  year  there 
was  not  a  fortnight's  demand. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  1800,  not  fo  much  as  ufuaU 
owing  to  the  wetoefs  of  the  feafon ;  rather  more  in  Spring  corn. 

Shropshirb. — The  confumptton  of  the  new  drop  began  con (i« 
derably  fooner  than  ufual,  and  had  not  the  harveft  been  earlier 
than  in  general  the  flock  of  old  corn  in  hand  would  ha^e  been  quite 
cxhaufted,  which  ufually  lafts  till  Chriitmas. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799)  1800,  full  a^  much  as  ufual. 

Somersetshire.— -The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  im-* 
mediately  after  harveft,  though  in  general  not  till  after  Chriftmas. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799*  i8oo»  not  quite  fo  much  as 
ufual ;  the  whole  of  the  fowing  in  November  and  January  being 
bod. 

Staffoij>shirb. — The  confumption  of  the  new   crop  began 
three  montns  fooner  than   ufual,  the  old  (lock  being  nearly  ex- 
V  htufted  ;  in  general  there  is  one-fouith  left  at  the  harveft. 
LiAid  fo\Vn  with  wheat  in  1799,  1800,  more  than  ufuah 

Suffolk.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  two 
months  fooner  than  ufual,  the  ftock  in  hand  being  barely  iutiicient^ 
notwithftanding  the  great  import,  to  yield  a  fupply  till  the  harveft ; 
the  ftock  of  old  corn  generally  being  that  of  two  months  con<* 
fnmption. 

Land 
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Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799,  iSoOg  not  equal  to  the  prec^irtg 
years. 

Surry.— The  conTumption  of  the  new  crop  began  fooner  than 
ufuaf;  from  the  harveft.  being  ear  lief  y  and  the  (lock  in  hand  {a 
fmall^  that  the  new  crop,  was  begun  upon  almoil  as  foon  as  the  har- 
veft  was- concluded.  There  was  not  above  three  weeks  confump- 
tion  at  the  time  it  was  houfed ;  in  general  about  three  months, 
though  not  fo  much  fince  1796. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  1800,  not  fo  much  in  the  Au- 
tVLmiif  but  more  in  the  Spring  ;  altogether  not  fo  much  as  ufual, 
owing  to  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon. 

SussBx.— The  confnmptibn  of  the  new  crop  began  two  or  three 
months  fooner  than  ufual,  there  being  but  little  of  the  old  (lock  of 
corn  in  hand  left,  indead  of  the  ufual  quantity  of  three  mpnths 
confumption. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  1800,  as  much  as  ufual. 

Warwickshire.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  as 
foon  as  poflible  after  the  harveft  was  in,  and  much  of  it  was  threfhed 
out  for  immediate  ufe,  the  flock  of  old  corn  being,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  none  ;  (the  cafe  in  mod  pf  the  midland  counties)  ;  in 
general  there  ufed  to  be  enough  to  carry  on  the  county  for  three 
monihs. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799>  1800,  not  fo  much,  on  account 
of  the  badnefd  of  the  feafon. 

Westmorland. — ^The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  the  fame 
as  ufual.  There  is  fo  little  corn  grown  in  the  county,  that  there 
18  never  any  dock  worth  mentioning  in  hand  at  the  beginniug  of 
the  harved. 

Land  fown  with  wh^t  in  1799)  1800,  more  than  ufual. 

Wiltshire. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  immor 
diately  after  harved,  though  in  general  not  till  after  Chridmas, 
tiie  dock  in  hand  of  old  corn  being  the  lead  ever  remembered. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799f  1800,  not  quite  fo  much  as 
ufual,  the  whole  of  the  fowing  time  in  November  and  January  be- 
ing fo  very  bad* 

Yoricshire.— The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  about 
two  monthB  fooner  than  ufual ;  fo  little  of  the  old  dock  remained, 
and  tliat  fo  bad,  that  the  new  was  obliged  to  be  thrcflied  out  iq;}. 
mediately.  The  county  would  have  been  much  didreflfed  b\pt  for 
the  fupplies  from  Liverpool  and  Hull. 

Lana  fown  with  wheat  in  1 799i  1.800,  not  near  fo  much  as 
vfual,  owing  to  the  wetnels  and  latenefs  of  the  feafon. 

NORTH  WALES.      DENBIGHSHIRE.     . 

The  confumption  of  the  new  orop  began  fooner  than  ufual,  as 
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there  wa*?  little  or  no  ftock  of  old  corn  in  hand  ;  the  barley  wa« 
nearly  icxhaufted,  which  occafioned  much  diftrefs,  as  the  wheat  was 
hardly  marketable  without  being  mixed  with  barley. 

SOUTH  WALES.      GLAMORGNSHIRE. 

The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  the  fame  as  nfual ;  there  was 
little,  if  any  old  corn  in  hand,  as  the  county  fcldom  produces 
enough  for  its  own  confumption  ;  one-third  of  which,  at  lead,  is 
imported  annually.. 

Pembroke. — The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  fooner 
than  ufual ;  there  was  but  little  wheat  in  ilore,  though  much 
barley. 

SCOTLAND.      ANGUS,  PJlRTtl,  AND  FIFE. 

The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  fooner  than  ufual,  the 
ftock  in  hand  being  nearly  cxhaulled,  and  the  country  fupplicd'by 
importation.  The  new  crop  was  got  in  during  the  fine  weather, 
but  it  is  already  much  c^nfumed. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1  799,  iSoo,  Icfs  than  ufual,  on  account 
of  the  bad  feafon. 

ARGYLESHIRE,  AYRSHIRE,  &:c. 

The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  be^an  immediately  after  it 
could  be  threfhed  out,  the  old  flock  being  generally  exhaufted, 
which  ufed  to  be  fufficient  for  three  months  confumption. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799»  ^^oo,  much  lefs  than  ufual^ 
from  the  unfavourable  feafons. 

CAITHNESS  AND  ROSS-SHIRE. 

The  crops  more  abundant  than  in  any  count}'  in  the  North  of 
Scotland. 

^  FORFAR  AND  KINCARDINE. 

The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  a  month  fooner  than 
ufual,  from  the  preceding  crop  being  defective  and  the  harveft 
earlier  ;  there  was  not  many  weeks  provilion  in  the  country  when 
the  harvi^ft  began,  which  was  fupplied  by  foreign  grain. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799*  i8oo,  much  the  fame  as  ufual, 
perhaps  Ids  wheat  on  account  of  the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  feed 
time. 

LOTHIAN,  EAST. 

The  confumption  of  the  new  crop  began  as  quickly  as  it  could 
be  got  to  market,  as  the  quality  being  better,  all  the'old  corn  was 
preiled  into  the  market,  and  more  of  it  was  difpofcd  of  this  year  in 
Augufi,  than  that  of  the  year  before  in  December. 

Land  fown  with  wheat  in  1799i  i8oo,  one-eiglith  Icfs  than  ufual^ 
on  account  of  the  wetnefs  of  the  Autumn ;  but  more  barley  and 
pther  grain. 

MORAY 
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MORAY  AND  NAIRKSHIRE. 

The  confumption.of  the  new  crop  began  immediately,  as  there 

was  no  old  ftock  in  hand ;   an<l  fincc  September  the  new  crop  hat 

been  in  ufc,  which  being  likely  to  be  exhaufted  at  an  early  period, 

uniefs  large  importations'take  place,  much  diflreis  will  be  fufiered. 

STIRLINGSHIRE. 
,The  confnmption  of  the  ne'w  crop  began  immediately,  the  old 
ftock  being  cxhaufled  fome  time ;  confideVable  fupplics  are  requi* 
fits. 


No.  IL     RICE. 
MODES  OF  PREPARING  IT. 

(A)  Mixed  bread  of  i-icc,  wheaten  flour,  and  bean  flour,  made 
in  Glouceflcr. 

Ten  pounds  of  rice,  ten  of  bean  flour,  fifty-fix  pounds  of  wheatea 
, flour,  produce  good  whoiefome  bread. 

(B)  Rice  mixed  with  wheaten  flour  in  bread. 

Where  the  wheaten  flour  is  very  good,  and  great  attention  paid 
to  the  mixture,  one  pound  of  boiled  rice  and  three  pounds  of  flour 
will  produce  feven  pounds  of  bread ;  but,  in  general,  one-fifth 
rice  is  the  beft  proportion. 

The  beft  mode  of  preparing  is  as  follows :  Set  the  fpongc  with 
fix  pounds  of  flour  and  one-thud  of  a  pint  of  well-fettled  yeatl, 
mixed  with  a  pint  of  warm  water  ;  put  it  in  a  warm  (ituation  to 
iFerment ;  then  wafh  two  pounds  of  rice,  and  fet  it  to  boil  in  two 
gallons  of  water  ;  when  it  boik  and  thickens,  pour  in  more  water, 
to  prevent  the  rice  from  flicking  together,  and  when  it  is  perfedSy 
tender,  and  fully  faturated  with  the  water  'without  running  toge- 
ther, ilraik  it  on  a  coarfe  fieve  or  cd lender.  The  rice  will  require 
about  an  hour  and  an  half  for  the  boiling ;  and  when  it  is  cooled  to 
the  temperature  of  new  milk,  which  will  be  in  about  an  hour  and 
an  half  more,  the  fponge  will  be  duly  rifen  to  be  formed  into 
dough  with  it.  Knead  the  whole  then  well,  and  work  in  by  de- 
j^rees  a  handful  of  fait  and  four  pounds  more  of  flour.  Leave  the 
dough  to  rife  for  two  hours;  it  will  then  require  about  another 
pound  of  flour  to  make  into  four  flifip  loaves ;  put  them  quicklv 
into  the  oven,  and  bake  them  nearly  three  hours.  The  bread  will 
keep  moift  dght  or  ten  days,  and  ought  not  to  be  eaten  till  two  or 
three  days  old. 

(C)  Riqc  with  milk,  ufcd  at  the  Foundling  Hofpital  fincc  1795. 
Soak  the  rice  over-night  in  water ;   bake  24lb8.  of  rice  with  l8 

gjiillons  of  miik,  and  Cix  pounds  of  treacle. 

(D)  Sweet  rice  pudllmg,  which  has  been  given  to  labourers  in 
the  countv  of  Surry. 

^  But 
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Futa^pQundof  rice  in  .five- pints  of  cold  water,  UtMi  boil  it  g^ntlv 
for  iwia  hours,  by  which  time  it  will  be  of  the  confiftency  of  thick 
pafte ;  then  add 'two  pint^  of  flcira-milk,  and  four  ounces  of  trcsi- 
clcV  and  boil  the  whole  very  gently  for  another  hour  ;  it  will  pro- 
duce near  nine  pounds  of  fwect  rice  pudding. 

(E)  A  preparation  of  favory  rice  without  milk,  ufcd  at  Dlir- 
•  ham  and  in  Oxfordlhirc. 

Put  one  pound  of  rice  into  thre^  quarts  of  boiling  water  ;  let  it 
remairt  for  twenty  minutes,  then  (kirn  the  water,  and  add  one  ounce 
of  hog*s  lard,  and  a  little  fait  and  allfpice,  and  let  it  fimmer 
gttttly  over  the  fjrc  clofely  covered  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  whin 
It.will  be  fit  far  ufe.  If  it  is  to  be  kept,  it  Ihouid  be  fet  by  in  an 
enrthfo  pan,  covered  with  a  wooden  cover.  It  will  produce  ra- 
ther, more  than  eight  pounds  of  favoury  rice.  It  is  not  neceifary 
tOiftrain  the  rice. 

(F)  A  compofition  of  barley  and  rice,  producing  more  food 
than  ten  people  can  eat. 

One  pound  of  rice,  and  one  pound  of  pot  or  Scotch  barley; 
twp  gallons  of  water,  boiled  for  four  hours  upon  a  How  fire,  and 
kept  conftanriy  ftirring  ;  and  before  taking  off  the  fire,  add  four 
ounces  of  fugar,  and  fonietimes  an  ounce  of  fait. 

{O)  Subftitute  for  oatmeal  porridge  at  little  more  than  one- 
tjijrd  of  the  expence.  Between  eight  and  nine  hundred  perfons 
•have  btenfed  with  it  for  a  week,  and  it  has  been  found  to  anfwer. 

One  pound  of  rice,  one  ditto  barlev,  one  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
treacle,  one  ounce  of  fait,  two  Englirfi  gallons  of  water.  The  rice 
and  barley  to  be  boiled  on  a  flow  fire  for  four  hours,  the  reft  to 
be  added  for  feafoning  :  the  relult  will  be  about  fixteen  pounds  of 
good  porridge. 

( H)  .Boiled  rice  pudding,  recommended  by  the  Society  for  better- 
ing the  condition  of  the  poor. 

Boil  a  pound  of  rice  in  a  pudding  bag,  tied  fo  loofe  as  to  be  ca- 
pable of  holding  Rvc  times  the  quantity ;  it  will  produce  five 
pounds  of  folid  pudding.  This  is  not  given  as  the  preftrabl«  way 
of  preparing  rice  ;  but  it  ferves  to  fhcvv  its  increafc  by  drefling. 

(I)  Rice  and  barley  porridge,  by  the  fame. 

Put  one  pound  of  rice  and  one  pound  of  Scotch  barley  into 
two  gallons  of  water,  and  boil  them  very  gently  for  four  hourt 
over  a  flow  fire ;  then  add  four  founces  of  treacle  and.  one  ounce  of 
fait ;  and  let  the  whole  fimmer  for  half  an  hour  more.  It  will 
produce  fixteen  pounds  in  weight,  This  is  much  ufed  at  Montrofe 
and  in  fome  other  parts  of  Scotland,  and  has  been  greatly  ap- 
proved. 

(K)  Ilflacaroni  Rice*  by  the  fame. 

Put  a  pound  of  rice  into   five  pints  of  cold  water,   and  boil  it 

gently  for  two  hours,  by  which  time  it  will  be  of  the  confifteucv  of 
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thick  parte  ;  fheh  add  tvro  pints  of  ,fkim-mHk,  and  twci 
(Irong  Chert) ire  chcefe,  grated  pretty  fine,  and  a  little  | 
fait,  and  boil  the  whole  very  gently  for  another  hou 
produce  nearly  nine  pounds  of  Macaroni  Rice. 


No.   IH.     INDIAN  CORN. 

Modes  in  ivhich  Indian  Corn  can  he  pre\ 

f  A)  To  tweI\T  b\i(hels  of  Indian  corn  ground  in 
irge  proportion  of  water,  and  boil  it  till  it  t>econnej 
n  .add  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  fugar  ta  fcvcn 
al.  This  quantity  of  meal  with  the  fugar  or  rnela 
n  twenty  people  could  eat,  and  was  much  liked.  ' 
lliiJlings  a  byfliel  at  Liverpool,  each  buihel  wi 
ee  pounds  ;  fuppofing  ten  pounds  loft  by  the  ^ 
uld  reduce  it  to  forty-lhrec  pounds  for  feventy-t 
\  fugar  coft  five-pence,  which  makes  it  one  fliilliii 
lie.  Twenty / people  were  fed  under  a  penny  i 
ler  feafoning  was  required  than  the  fugar  boiled  w 

[B)  Homancy  is  prepared  by  removing  the  huflc  a 
iian  corn,  which  is  generally  done  by  a^fmall  portii 
wood  aflies  mixed  with  water ;  it  is  then  boi^d  ht. 
Incy-beans,  and  when  cooked  forms  a  kind  of  me 
dding ;  it  is  frequently  eaten  with  milk,  and  lor 
er  it  IS* cold,  in  which  ^te  it  is  excellent. 
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